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Satisfied 
Customers 
Are  Our  Best 
Advertisers 


Oix  months 
after  installation  of  the 
Atkinson  Model,  the 
Clovernook  Home  for 
the  Blind,  Mt.  Healthy, 
Ohio,  ordered  two  more 
machines. 


The  Atkinson  New,  Improved 
Model  No*  5  Stereotyping  Machine 

"The  BRAILLE  Linotyper" 

The  Atkinson  Model  revolutionized  Braille  printing,  perfecting  the 
art  of  "interpoint"  plate  making,  by  which  books  are  printed  on  both 
sides  of  the  paper.  Savings  in  cost  and  volume  run  from  30  to  40% 
below  the  old  methods. 

The  Atkinson  Model  will  bring  distinction  to  all  users  through 
higher  standards  of  workmanship  at  lower  production  cost. 

Price  $1500.00  F.  O.  B.  Factory 

Equipped  with  Motor  Shipping  weight,  crated,  900  lbs. 

Fully  Guaranteed  Further  information  furnished  on  request 

U.  B.  R  MACHINE  SHOP 

Specializing  in  ALL  KINDS  of 

Expert  Machine  Work,  Engineering,  and  Patent  Development 

739  North  Vermont  Avenue,  Los  Angeles,  California 

SEND  YOUR  JOB  WORK  TO  US 


UNIVERSAL  8RAIUE  PRESS 


BRAILLE  INSTITUTE  OF  AMERICA 

Incorporated 

A  Nation  wide,  Non-  Profit,  Non-  Sectarian 

Corporation,  Publishing  Books  and 

Magazines  for  the  Blind. 


A  Philanthropic  Organization 
Worthy  of  Your  Support 


739  North  Vermont  Avenue 
Los  Angeles,  California 
Telephone:  OLympia  1121 
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Kenneth  E*  Marshall 


GENERAL 
INSURANCE 

FIDELITY  and 
SURETY  BONDS 

AUTO,  FIRE  and 

MARINE 

LIABILITY 


604  QUINBY  BUILDING 

TRinity  3887 


BRAILLE 
BIBLE 
SOCIETY 

Supplies  at  Rates  the  Blind 
can  afford,  Bibles  Printed  in 
Braille.  Balance  of  cost  sus- 
tained by  Public  Contri- 
butions 


For  Information  Address 
Secretary 

Braille  Bible  Society 

739  No.  Vermont  Ave. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CALIF. 
— See  Page  11  — 


J.  H.  ORR 

AUTOMOTIVE 
SERVICE 


FIRESTONE  TIRES 
EXIDE  BATTERIES 


721  North  Vermont  Avenue 

Telephone  OLympia  9580 


A  MESSAGE  TO 

THOSE   WHO   SEE 
from  NACLITE 

Physicians,  eye  specialists  and  those  in- 
terested in  public  welfare  declare  the 
American  people  are  going  blind  because 
of  the  terrible  glare  of  automobile  head- 
lights. 

The  Naclite  amber  processed  safety  lens 
eliminates  much  of  that  blinding  glare, 
both  in  the  eyes  of  the  oncoming  motorist 
and  in  your  own  as  reflected  from  the 
bodies  and  polished  parts  of  the  cars  ahead 
and  from  other  objects  along  the  highway. 
The  practice  (not  theory)  of  metals  in 
glass  has  been  used  for  hundreds  of  years. 

By  our  process  metallic  glass  is  fused  on 
the  inner  surface  of  your  headlight  lens, 
thereby  permitting  only  the  amber  ray  to 
pass  through,  a  ray  which  is  not  only  non- 
glare  but  to  a  surprising  extent  fog  pierc- 
ing. This  same  process  is  used  on  the 
lenses  of  our  Naclite  spotlights — which  are 
in  truth  the  De  Luxe  lights  of  Motordom 
— and  thousands  of  users  all  over  the  world 
attest  to  their  unusual  driving  qualities. 
SEE  them  at  our  plant:  National  Acces- 
sories Corp.,  Ltd.,  516  W.  Vernon.  Phone 
ADams  9160. 

Use  your  head  or — some  day — you,  too,  may 
be  among  those  who  SEE  only  through  their 
fingers. 
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Three  Cents  Worth  of  Reading 

By  JAMES  H.  COLLINS 


PICTURE  to  yourself  a  city  as 
large  as  Los  Angeles,  with  near- 
ly 1,500,000  people.  And  then,  at 
some   distance,   a  village  with   less 
than  1,500  inhabitants. 

The  big  city  is  a  happy  hunting 
ground  for  magazine  subscription 
agents  and  booksellers,  because  its 
people  can  buy  thousands  of  copies  of 
any  publication  they  like. 

But  salesmen  of  the  printed  word 
do  not  visit  the  village,  because  its 
people  are  all  blind,  and  not  profit- 
able customers. 

In  the  city,  20,000  words  of  reading 
can  be  bought  for  as  little  as  a  cent — 
the  "Saturday  Evening  Post"  with 
160  pages  contains  about  100,000 
words,  and  its  editions  of  3,000,000, 
and  its  advertising,  make  that  pos- 
sible. 

But  Braille  books  for  the  blind  vil- 
lagers are  printed  in  editions  of 
maybe  100  copies,  and  a  novel  costs 
about  one  cent  for  100  words!  This 
editorial  contains  about  300  words — 
three  cents  worth  of  reading  when 
the  blind  have  to  buy  it. 

*     *     * 
This  village  is  to  be  found  wher- 


ever you  live,  for  in  the  United 
States,  with  122,000,000  people,  there 
are  about  120,000  blind  persons. 

Cheap  reading  matter  is  denied  the 
blind — there  are  not  enough  of  them 
to  make  it  pay  commercially.  Gov- 
ernment supports  the  printing  of 
Braille  school  books,  and  various  or- 
ganizations publish  books  on  a  phil- 
anthropic basis. 

The  Braille  Institute  of  America, 
in  Los  Angeles,  publishes  Braille 
books  and  magazines  for  the  adult 
blind,  with  special  attention  to  what 
they  themselves  want  to  read.  Thus, 
the  blind  have  the  standing  of  cus- 
tomers. Difference  in  cost  between 
what  the  blind  are  asked  to  pay,  and 
publishing  expenses,  are  met  by  con- 
tributions. The  institution  is  run  on 
a  non-profit  basis.  It  was  established, 
and  is  managed  by  a  blind  man. 

LIGHT  will  appear  eight  times  a 
year,  to  explain  the  reading  problems 
of  the  blind  to  sighted  people. 

LIGHT  is  supported  by  adver- 
tisers. So,  every  subscription  of  three 
dollars  will  be  converted  into  a  sub- 
scription to  a  Braille  magazine  for  a 
blind  person  who  needs  it. 


Copyright  1931,  Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc. 
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Leading  the  Blind  Into  Life  Insurance 

One  Man's  Efforts  Provided  Braille  Insurance  Books, 
and    Placed    Blind   Agents   with    Many    Companies 

By  JULIUS  JONAS 

Pioneer  Blind  Agent,  New  York  Life  Insurance  Company,  New  York  City 


IF  YOU  have  ever  sold  anything,  and 
brought  a  customer  to  the  point  of  ask- 
ing, "Well,  how  much  will  this  cost 
me?"  you  fully  understand  the  impor- 
tance of  being  able  to  give  the  exact  price, 
instantly. 

If  you  have  ever  seen  a  life  insurance 
rate  book,  with  its  premiums  on  many 
different  kinds  of  policies  at  different  ages, 
you  know  that  it  is  necessary  for  the  sales- 
man to  master  those  rates  until  he  has 
them  at  the  tip  of  his  tongue. 

Now,  imagine  a  fellow  beginning  life 
insurance  at  fifty,  less  than  two  years  after 
he  had  lost  his  sight  by  accident — and  hav- 
ing no  rate  book  that  he  could  study! 

That  was  my  situation,  ten  years  ago.  I 
was  forty-eight  when  I  lost  my  sight,  in 
July,  1920.  Up  to  that  time,  I  had  been 
sales  director  for  a  large  corporation,  with 
400  men  under  me,  and  drawing-  $500  a 
week.  Blindness  found  me  with  $500  cash 
and  $10,000  debts.  So  it  was  necessary  to 
do  something. 

"Do  you  wish  to  learn  how  to  make 
mops — or  brooms?"  they  asked  at  an  in- 
stitution for  aiding  the  blind — and  that 
was  a  worse  shot  than  the  loss  of  sight. 

Life  insurance  seemed  to  be  a  business 
in  which  I  could  do  something.  I  knew  a 
little  about  it,  and  persuaded  Joseph  Schir- 
mer,  a  New  York  supervisor  of  the  New 
York  Life  Insurance  Company,  to  give  me 
a  chance.  "The  poor  blind  guv  !  How  does 
he  expect  to  make  the  grade?"  I  overheard 
a  salesman  saying  in  the  office,  as  I  walked 
out. 

In  May,  1922,  I  started  with  a  guide  to 
lead  me  to  prospects,  and  the  first  six 
months  were  mighty  hard.  But  by  Novem- 
ber I  was  making  $150  a  week,  and  in  De- 
cember wrote  twelve  policies  for  $42,000, 
leading  that  office.  So  much  for  the  poor 
blind   guy!   Since   then,   I   have   qualified 


every  year  for  our  $200,000  club,  writing 
that  much  business  or  more  yearly. 


Blind  institutions  had  nothing  that 
would  help  a  man  learn  such  a  business — 
no  books  in  Braille  on  salesmanship,  in- 
surance or  business.  A  sighted  man  can 
buy  any  number  of  books,  and  read  busi- 
ness journals. 

The  lack  of  a  rate  book  in  Braille  was 
particularly  hard.  I  asked  if  one  could  be 
made  up,  but  was  told  by  the  blind  so- 
cieties that  they  had  no  money  for  such 
a  book.  Thrown  upon  my  own  resources, 
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I  managed  to  make  a  book  for  my  own 
use,  on  a  Braille  typewriter.  And  the  ex- 
perience led  me  to  resolve  to  do  something 
toward  smoothing  the  path  of  other  men 
and  women  who,  like  myself,  would  aspire 
to  a  business  career  even  after  losing  sight. 


I  raised  $60  toward  printing  a  Braille 
rate  book,  but  was  told  that  it  would  not 
begin  to  cover  the  cost  of  printing.  But 
Mr.  Atkinson,  of  the  Braille  Institute, 
away  out  in  Los  Angeles,  said  nothing 
about  costs.  "Send  on  your  copy,"  he 
wrote,  and  100  rate  books  were  printed  for 
$59 — though  I  have  since  learned  that  the 
actual  cost  was  twice  as  much. 

Later,  I  had  books  on  life  insurance  put 
into  Braille.  But  the  book  that  a  sighted 
person  buys  for  two  or  three  dollars  costs 
maybe  ten  times  as  much  in  Braille. 

It  has  been  said  that  adults  usually  lose 
their  sight  around  fifty,  and  so  do  not  need 
many  books.  But  the  New  York  Life  In- 
surance Company  has,  today,  about  sixty 
blind  agents,  partly  through  my  efforts  in 
getting  books,  and  some  of  them  are  big 
producers.  More  than  thirty  other  life  in- 
surance companies  have  opened  the  door 
to  blind  agents. 


Not  all  sightless  people  are  fitted  for 
such  work,  of  course.  Blindness  comes  to 
men  and  women  in  mechanical  trades  as 
well  as  selling,  and  the  professions,  and 
business.  For  the  adult  blind,  who  must 
make  this  terrific  adjustment  in  mid- 
career,  I  believe  that  following  the  work 
you  have  been  accustomed  to  is  best,  as 
near  as  it  can  be  followed. 

More  than  ever,  it  is  necessary  to  utilize 
what  you  already  know,  and  that  is  hard 
only  to  the  extent  that  you  have  to  change 
the  attitude  of  sighted  people  toward  you. 
If  you  have  sold  goods,  it  is  possible  to 
readjust  your  knowledge  to  sightless  con- 
ditions. But  readjusting  the  sighted  peo- 
ple who  say,  "The  poor  blind  guy !"  is 
harder. 

Hardest  of  all,  is  the  lack  of  printed  mat- 
ter on  business.  Never,  until  you  lose  the 
ability  to  read  printed  business  magazines 
and  books,  do  you  realize  how  much  they 
have  meant  to  you  in  keeping  up  with  the 
latest  developments.  It  is  not  a  substitute 


HIS    TIME    IS    WORTH 
FOUR   DOLLARS  AN    HOUR 

The  value  put  upon  his  own  time,  by 
Mr.  Jonas,  is  four  dollars  an  hour. 

One  day  he  was  "tipped  off"  to  an  in- 
surance prospect,  a  young  office  man  about 
to  be  married. 

"Here,  do  you  know  my  time  is  worth 
three  dollars  an  hour?"  asked  this  young 
man,  seeing  he  had  to  deal  with  a  sightless 
person. 

Mr.  Jonas  made  a  quick  calculation,  and 
laid  down  a  five-dollar  bill. 

"I  never  want  anything  gratis,"  he  said. 
"Sell  me  ten  minutes." 

And  in  ten  minutes  he  secured  an  applica- 
tion for  a  policy  on  the  young  man's  life.  It 
takes  him  an  average  of  twenty  minutes 
to  present  an  insurance  proposition,  be- 
cause he  always  goes  prepared.  He  feels 
that  the  other  fellow  is  important,  but  that 
he  is  important  too.  His  valuation  upon  his 
working  time  is  based  on  his  actual  earn- 
ings as  a  life  insurance  man.  And  he  counts 
upon  devoting  three  months  each  year  to 
working  for  nothing,  for  the  advancement 
of  blind  people  who,  like  himself,  need 
training  and  books  to  apply  their  business 
ability  in  some  field  that  gives  them  ade- 
quate opportunities. 


to  have  this  literature  read  to  you,  because, 
apart  from  the  desire  to  be  independent, 
and  read  yourself,  much  of  the  material 
must  be  studied,  and  a  lot  memorized. 

Great  advances  have  been  made  in  pro- 
viding books  for  the  blind  since  raised  let- 
ters were  invented.  The  associations  for 
the  blind,  and  the  Government,  have  ac- 
complished much,  and  deserve  all  praise. 

But  my  own  experience  leads  me  to  en- 
dorse the  Braille  Institute  of  America,  in 
Los  Angeles,  as  an  institution  which  is 
striking  out  a  new  path.  Its  founder,  Mr. 
J.  Robert  Atkinson,  is  blind,  and  having 
lost  his  sight  in  adult  life,  understands  the 
needs  of  the  blind  who  aspire  to  business. 

America  is  a  country  in  which  business 
has  been  most  highly  specialized,  and 
where  books  and  periodicals  on  business 
are  necessary  to  one's  career.  This  Insti- 
tute has  undertaken  to  print  material  not 
supplied  by  other  agencies,  and  is  managed 
from  the  standpoint  of  giving  the  blind, 
and  especially  the  adult  blind,  what  they 
have  found  necessary  by  hard  experience. 
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Professions  For  The  Blind — Why  Not? 

As  Machinery  Abolishes  Handicrafts,  They  Turn 
to    Brain    Work,    and    Train    for    Mental    Tasks 


By  j.  ROBERT  ATKINSON 


IT  must  be  a  terrible  thing — the  loss  of 
eyesight !"  people  often  say  to  the 
writer,  when  they  have  been  led  to  think 
about  the  problems  and  viewpoint  of  the 
blind,  for  the  first  time  in  their  lives. 

"Why,  no — not  at  all !"  I  answer.  "The 
loss  is  not  as  bad  as  the  losing." 

"What  do  you  mean  by  that?" 

"Physical  blindness  never  had  any  ter- 
ror for  me,"  I  explain,  "because  I  lost  my 
sight  'in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,'  and  was 
spared,  even  for  a  moment,  the  awful  con- 
templation of  an  approaching  ordeal.  To 
anticipate  the  loss  of  sight  for  months  be- 
forehand, would  be  the  only  terror.  It 
might  have  paralyzed  me  with  fright,  and 
blighted  my  prospects  in  life  beyond  hu- 
man resuscitation." 

I  have  always  looked  upon  my  own 
blindness,  not  as  an  affliction,  but  as  a 
handicap,  to  be  overcome.  When  a  person 
realizes  that  he  or  she  has  a  handicap,  it  is 
possible  to  set  about  overcoming  it. 

Blinded  persons — those  who  lose  eye- 
sight, in  contrast  to  the  born  blind — are 
often  reluctant  to  admit,  at  first,  that  their 
handicap  can  be  overcome.  Inspiring  them 
with  ambition  is  sometimes  a  difficult 
task,  particularly  where  sighted  persons 
bewilder  them  with  pity. 

But  hundreds  of  blinded  men  and  wom- 
en have  frankly  appraised  their  handicap, 
and  resolutely  overcome  it,  and  they  will 
testify  that  it  is  little  more  than  a  25  per 
cent  obstacle.  And  I  maintain  that  24  per 
cent  of  this  is  the  handicap  of  sighted 
people,  who  believe  that  blindness  is  a 
terrible  affliction. 


BECAUSE  sighted  people  regard  the 
blind  as  afflicted,  they  have  been  dis- 
couraged from  undertaking  any  work  but 
simple  handicrafts.  And  they  have  been 
made  objects  of  charity. 


J.  Robert  Atkinson 

Harris  &  Ewing  Photo 


The  progressive  blind  person  wants, 
first  of  all,  something  to  do,  and  training 
to  aid  in  finding  an  occupation  which  will 
keep  mind  and  body  happily  employed. 
Enforced  idleness  is  the  worst  affliction. 
Charity  is  not  wanted — it  can  be  a  greater 
evil  than  blindness  itself. 

It  is  a  chance  that  is  appreciated.  The 
blind  person  wants  to  make  good,  to  earn 
an  independent  livelihood,  to  maintain 
self-respect,  and  become  somebody  in  the 
community.  He  or  she  wants  to  bear  a 
share  in  the  burdens  and  responsibilities 
of  human  life,  and  if  given  half  a  chance, 
will  prove  his  or  her  ability  to  the  most 
skeptical. 
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Blind  people  are  usually  skillful  in  the 
handicrafts,  but  the  Machine  Age  is  elim- 
inating hand  work  for  them,  as  well  as 
for  sighted  persons. 

There  is  nothing  in  blindness  that  af- 
fects brains.  Quite  the  reverse — blinded 
persons  have  to  sharpen  their  wits,  and 
develop  concentration  and  memory. 

*     *     * 

As  the  handicrafts  disappear,  sighted 
persons  turn  to  education,  and  fit  them- 
selves for  mental  work — and  so  do  the 
blind  and  blinded. 

Out  of  50  or  more  sightless  agents 
of  the  New  York  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany, 10  per  cent  made  the  $400,000  or 
$200,000  clubs  last  year. 

"The  percentage  of  success  among  our 
sightless  agents,"  says  Thomas  A.  Buck- 
ner,  president  of  the  company,  "is  higher 
than  it  is  among  those  who  have  their 
sight,  and  in  my  opinion  their  percentage 
is  higher  in  intelligence,  loyalty,  and  in 
service  rendered  the  public." 

The  New  York  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany has  been  a  pioneer  in  the  printing 
of  Braille  business  books  and  working 
data,  for  the  training  and  advancement 
of  blind  insurance  sales  people,  and  is  a 
splendid  example  of  the  changing  attitude 
of  American  business  concerns  toward  the 
sightless. 

There  are  hundreds  of  sightless  people 
who,  through  perseverance,  have  won 
their  way  to  success  in  the  professions, 
and  even  become  leaders  as  lawyers,  doc- 
tors, ministers,  actors,  lecturers,  teachers, 
authors,  editors  and  statesmen,  and  in 
business  a  sales-people  in  life  and  fire  in- 
surance, real  estate,  brokerage  and  other 
lines,  as  well  as  managers  of  business  en- 
terprises, inventors  and  the  like. 

Professions  for  the  blind — why  not? 

This  magazine  will  endeavor  to  answer 
that  question  by  publishing  life  stories  of 
success  by  the  blind  and  blinded. 


The  only  blind  girl  graduate  at  Oxford, 
England,  is  Miss  Hazel  Winter,  who  went 
to  that  university  after  winning  an  open 
history  scholarship.  Many  of  the  text 
books  she  uses  are  copied  out  for  her  in 
Braille,  by  volunteer  workers. 


Blind  Girl  Dictaphone  Expert 

In  four  years,  blind  Clorinda  Mangee, 
born  sightless,  has  climbed  from  the  bot- 
tom of  a  San  Francisco  business  concern's 
dictaphone  department,  and  now  stands 
next  to  the  top. 

Miss  Mangee  was  the  first  blind  girl  to 
take  up  dictaphone  work  at  a  business  col- 
lege, and  make  a  specialty  of  typewriting 
from  wax  cylinders  recording  business 
correspondence  and  documents. 

She  takes  dictation  from  thirteen  per- 
sons in  the  organization,  says  a  writer  in 
the  San  Francisco  Chronicle,  and  this 
dictation — all  on  wax  cylinders — deals 
with  many  different  technical  matters,  be- 
cause it  comes  from  almost  that  many 
different  departments. 

She  has  shown  that  she  can  use  a  tabu- 
lator, long  thought  to  be  impossible  for 
a  blind  typist.  She  transcribes  as  many  as 
ninety-six  letters  a  day,  right  along.  Her 
success  in  this  work,  eminently  suited  to 
the  blind,  has  encouraged  other  sightless 
persons  in  training  for  office  work. 


C.  S.  SMITH 
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and 

GENERAL 
SUPPLIES 


1656  No.  Cherokee 

Telephone   GLadstone  2530 
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Here  Is  Our  Own  Five-Year  Plan! 

One    Million    Dollars    to    Be    Raised    to    Endow    and 
Expand  Our  Work  of  Supplying  Reading  for  the  Blind 


FIVE  definite  projects  are  now  right 
ahead  for  the  Braille  Institute  of 
America,  and  at  its  July  meeting,  the 
Board  of  Trustees  took  action  to  assure 
success.  These  projects  are: 

First — To  finance  the  publication  of 
Funk  &  Wagnalls'  Desk  Standard  Dic- 
tionary in  Braille,  in  from  25  to  30  vol- 
umes, and  subsidize  its  sale  to  the  blind 
at  a  price  in  keeping  with  that  at  which 
sighted  persons  can  buy  the  printed  book. 
Apart  from  a  condensed  4  volume  word- 
book, limited  in  definitions  and  other 
ways,  no  English  dictionary  has  ever 
been  printed  for  the  blind,  in  the  Braille 
system  universally  used.  This  is  one  of 
the  greatest  needs  of  sightless  students 
and  readers. 

Second — To  increase  the  circulation 
among  the  blind  of  the  two  Braille  maga- 
zines, "The  Braille  Mirror"  and  "March 
of  Events,"  by  subsidizing  the  printing 
costs,  and  furnishing  these  magazines 
free  to  blind  readers  who  cannot  afford 
to  pay  even  the  moderate  subscription 
price. 

Third — To  publish,  as  soon  as  possible, 
a  monthly  magazine  for  blind  women, 
giving  them  the  household  information 
available  to  sighted  people  in  printed 
household  magazines,  and  at  a  reasonable 
subscription  price. 


Fourth — To  publish  each  year  several 
good  Braille  books,  furnishing  them  free 
to  libraries  throughout  the  nation,  and 
with  special  attention  to  books  that  the 
blind  themselves  want  to  read. 

Fifth — To  greatly  increase  our  Braille 
music  publishing  activities,  for  supplying 
late  popular  music  to  blind  professional 
musicians,  sacred  and  classical  music  for 
blind  students  who  plan  and  are  follow- 
ing musical  careers. 


TO  finance  this  program,  the  Board  of 
Trustees  have  laid  out  a  Five-Year 
Program  for  the  raising  of  a  One  Million 
Dollar  Endowment  Fund. 

In  going  to  the  public,  asking  for 
money,  these  definite  objectives  will  be 
explained,  and  those  making  contribu- 
tions and  endowments  can  see  what  their 
funds  will  accomplish. 

Of  this  money,  Six  Hundred  Thousand 
Dollars  will  be  used  to  create  a  Perma- 
nent Endowment  Fund.  It  will  be  placed 
in  trust,  with  a  large  financial  institution 
of  Los  Angeles,  which  will  administer  it 
for  the  Braille  Institute.  The  income  from 
this  fund  will  be  used  to  subsidize  the 
publication  of  literature  for  the  blind. 
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Purposes  for  which  the  income  will  be 
used  are : 

1.  Publication  of  books  for  the  blind  for 
distribution  to  libraries,  and  blind  pur- 
chasers, and  the  needy  blind.  2.  Subsidiz- 
ing the  publication  of  Braille  magazines 
to  keep  blind  readers  informed  of  current 
events.  3.  Assisting  the  Braille  Bible  So- 
ciety in  furnishing  Braille  Bibles  to  the 
blind,  free  or  at  reasonable  prices.  4.  Meet- 
ing the  cost  of  making  Braille  printing 
plates  for  an  unabridged  desk  size  Eng- 
lish dictionary. 

*     *     * 

JUST  the  other  day,  the  Braille  Insti- 
tute's Five-Year  One  Million  Dollar 
Endowment  Fund  received  the  enthusias- 
tic endorsement  of  the  Los  Angeles  City 
Department  of  Social  Service.  As  the 
name  indicates,  this  is  an  official  bureau, 
which  supervises  all  fund-raising  activi- 
ties in  the  city,  approving  only  those 
which  can  show  necessary  and  worthy 
programs,  and  also  guarantee  that  a  just 
proportion  of  any  funds  raised  will  be  ap- 
plied to  the  actual  work — not  wasted  in 
commissions,  or  unnecessary  expenses  of 
either  finance  or  management.  Three 
months  were  given  to  the  investigation 
of  the  Braille  Institute,  by  Major  W.  J. 
Fitzmaurice,  of  that  department,  and  all 
details  of  past  management  were  expertly 
studied,  as  well  as  our  Endowment  Fund 
program  and  plan.  The  endorsement 
which  has  been  given  us  means  that  we 
go  before  the  public  with  sound  standing 
as  a  non  profit  organization,  seeking 
finances  for  a  great  public  work. 


THE  BRAILLE  INSTITUTE 
of  AMERICA,  Inc. 

BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES 

Robert  A.  Odell,  President 

J.  Robert  Atkinson,  Vice  President  &  Mgr. 

W.  H.  Kindig,  Secretary 

Arthur  L.  Sonderegger,  Treasurer 


Frank  Meline 

John  A.  McNaughton 

Mrs.  E.  A.  Melczer 

Alberta  B.  Atkinson 


PUBLICATION   COMMITTEE 

Thomas  C.  Higgins,  State  Library,  Sagi- 
naw, Mich. 

Mrs.  Fanny  Howley,  Seattle  Public  Li- 
brary. 

Edward  M.  Peterson,  Chicago  Public  Li- 
brary. 

Miss  Mary  C.  Chamberlain,  New  York 
State  Public  Library,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Miss  Annie  E.  Carson,  Cleveland  Public 
Library. 

Miss  Linda  A.  Eastman,  Cleveland  Public 
Library. 

Mrs.  Grace  D.  Davis,  Lathrop  Branch 
Library,  Detroit. 

John  H.  Ralls,  Cincinnati  Public  Library. 

Miss  Mary  Esther  Sawyer,  Perkins  In- 
stitution, Watertown,  Mass. 

Miss  George  D.  Trader,  Clovernook  Home 
for  Blind,  Mt.  Healthy,  Ohio. 


TUcker  2291 

HARRY  W.  BRINTNALL  COMPANY 

PRINTERS'  AND  BOOKBINDERS' 
MACHINERY   AND   SUPPLIES 

DEXTER  FEEDERS  AND  FOLDERS— CLEVELAND  FOLDERS 
MIEHLE  OFFSET  PRESSES 

A  Complete  Line  of  New  and  Rebuilt  Machinery 

418  BOYD  STREET  LOS  ANGELES,  CALIFORNIA 
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Uncle  Sam  Sends  a  "Backlog" 

THE  other  day,  Uncle  Sam  sent  us  a 
nice  "backlog"  of  printing,  when  he 
ordered  five  books  for  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress. They  are : 

The  Nemesis  of  American  Business,  by  Stuart 
Chase,   60  copies. 

English  Synonyms,  Antonyms  and  Preposi- 
tions, by  James  C.  Fernald,  60  copies. 

The  Human  Habitat,  by  Ellsworth  Hunting- 
ton,  50  copies. 

The  Causes  of  the  War  of  Independence,  by 
Claude  H.  Van  Tyne,  SO  copies. 

Les  Miserables,  by  Victor  Hugo,  50  copies. 

This  order  was  secured  by  lowest  bid, 
and  it  puts  us  back  on  full  time  for  the 
winter — we  have  been  running  five  days 
a  week.  In  money,  it  amounts  to  approxi- 
mately $7,000,  and  the  commercial  value 
of  the  books  will  be  about  $15,000. 

More  than  1,700  separate  volumes  are 
called  for,  because  the  big  novel  "Les 
Miserables"  runs  to  16  volumes  in  Braille, 
and  about  6,698  embossed  plates  will  be 
made  for  printing  all  five  books. 

This  order  is  handled  by  the  Universal 
Braille  Press,  now  employing  36  persons, 
some  of  whom  are  blind.  While  not  the 
first  United  States  Government  contract 


we  have  taken,  it  testifies  to  the  practical, 
technical  and  business  character  of  our 
printing  department.  The  Universal 
Braille  Press  does  every  kind  of  commer- 
cial printing  for  blind  readers — no  ink 
printing  for  sighted  persons.  It  is  a  non- 
profit concern,  like  the  Braille  Institute  of 
America,  because  whatever  profit  may  be 
made  on  its  work  is  turned  over  to  the 
Institute,  to  finance  the  publication  of 
more  books  and  magazines  for  the  blind. 


Preston,  England,  January   15,   1931. 
Dear  Sir: 

I   would   just   like   to   say   how   very   much    I 
appreciate  the  Braille  Mirror  which  you  so  kind- 
ly send  to  me.  Thanking  you  once  again  I  am, 
Yours  sincerely, 

Margaret  Allen. 


Marshall,  Illinois,  January  4,  1931. 
Dear  Sir: 

Received  the  sample  copy  of  the  Braille  Mir- 
ror and  the  same  with  great  appreciation.  I  am 
deeply  interested  in  every  movement  that  is  ad- 
vanced to  provide  good  wholesome  literature  for 
the  blind.  I  think  that  there  should  be  a  number 
of  papers  like  the  Braille  Mirror. 

Yours  sincerely, 

John  H.  Carpenter. 


Printing  plates 

FOR   EVERY   KNOWN   PURPOSE 

WAX  ENGRAVED 
RULE  FORMS 


California  Electrotype 
&.  Stereotype  Company 

3  60  South  Los   Angeles   Street 
LOS   ANGELES,   CALIFORNIA 


utnam 


^ 


Studi 


ios 


Since      1891 


Commercial 
Photographers 


Telephone  VAndike  7749 
417  East  Eighth  Street 
LOS   ANGELES,   CALIF. 
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Bibles  For  The  Blind 

Demand  Steadily  Increases 


CAN  you  imagine  a  Bible  which  forms 
21  large  volumes  each  13  inches  by 
14  inches  in  size  and  varying  in 
thickness,  weighing  about  114  pounds?  If 
so  you  have  a  mental  picture  of  a  blind 
person's  Bible  printed  in  the  Braille  sys- 
tem. 

And  yet,  this  may  be  considered  small 
by  blind  readers,  compared  with  the  Bible 
issued  in  one  of  the  earlier  systems  of 
printing  for  the  blind,  bound  in  58 
volumes ! 

In  recent  years  the  blind  reader's  Bible 
has  undergone  a  reduction  in  volume  to 
42  pounds.  This  reduction  has  been  effect- 
ed through  the  art  of  printing  on  both 
sides  of  the  paper,  saving  in  volume, 
weight  and  cost  of  from  30%  to  40%. 

The  method  is  called  two-side  printing, 
or  "interpointing,"  because  the  space  be- 
tween dots  on  the  reverse  side  of  the 
paper  is  utilized. 

In  1917-18,  just  300  years  from  the  be- 
ginning of  experimentation  in  methods  to 
enable  the  blind  to  read,  the  Braille  sys- 
tem, slightly  modified  and  simplified,  to 
meet  the  need  of  the  average  reader,  was 
officially  adopted  in  America  as  the  stand- 
ard system  of  printing  for  the  blind 
throughout  the  English  reading  world. 
This  revision  of  the  Braille  system,  and 
its  standardization,  made  the  republica- 
tion of  the  Bible  imperative,  as  it  immedi- 
ately became  the  only  system  taught  in 
American  elementary  schools ;  to  the  civ- 
ilian adult  blind  ;  and  to  the  blinded  veter- 
ans of  the  World  War. 

J.  Robert  Atkinson,  founder  and  man- 
ager of  the  Universal  Braille  Press  in  Los 
Angeles,  himself  a  blind  reader,  with  the 
aid  of  philanthropic  friends  laid  the  foun- 
dation for  the  King  James  Bible  in  a  prac- 
tical form.  To  this  Los  Angeles  institution 
belongs  the  distinction  of  having  pub- 
lished the  first  Bible  in  the  universal 
system. 

In  recent  years  the  work  of  supplying 
Braille  Bibles  to  the  blind  has  been  great- 
ly facilitated  through  the  creation  in  1925 
of  the  Braille  Bible  Society,  Inc.,  which 
took  over  the  Bible  activity  of  the  Uni- 


versal Braille  Press. 

It  is  the  object  of  the  Society  to  assist 
the  blind  to  obtain  the  complete  Bible  in 
Braille  free,  or  at  prices  within  their  reach. 
Undenominational  and  non-sectarian  in 
policy,  the  Society's  beneficiaries  are  con- 
fined to  no  creed.  The  Braille  King  James 
Bible  forms  21  volumes  11  inches  by  11 
inches  each.  The  work  is  printed  on  both 
sides  of  the  paper  and  bound  in  durable 
black  fabrikoid.  In  a  panel  on  the  front 
cover  appears  the  title  in  Braille,  a  great 
convenience  to  blind  students.  Other  sim- 
ple innovations  render  this  Bible  univer- 
sally adaptable  for  both  reference  study 
and  general  use.  One  of  these  is  the  print- 
ing of  the  verse  number  at  the  end  of  the 
Braille  line  wherein  the  verse  appears. 
Another  innovation  is  the  printing  of  the 
running  head  on  the  bottom  line  of  the 
page  instead  of  the  top. 

Blind  ministers,  as  well  as  students, 
have  acclaimed  this  Bible  as  especially 
adapted  to  their  needs. 

Since  the  first  Braille  Bible  was  pro- 
duced in  1923  the  Society  has  distributed 
among  the  blind  all  over  the  world  10,153 
volumes.  Of  this  number  478  volumes 
were  distributed  entirely  free. 

The  average  cost  of  producing  and  dis- 
tributing this  Bible  for  the  years  1929  and 
1930  was  $142.59  per  Bible  of  21  volumes. 
The  average  price  received  from  Bibles 
distributed  during  that  period  was  $45.57 
each.  Thus  the  net  deficiency  on  every 
Bible  distributed  during  that  period  was 
$97.02  per  Bible. 

Obviously  the  Society  must  look  to  the 
Christian  churches  of  the  world,  and  to 
religious-minded  people  for  financial  as- 
sistance by  which  to  sustain  the  deficiency 
continuously  arising  from  an  ever  increas- 
ing demand  for  Braille  Bibles,  sold  at  $1 
a  volume,  or  $21  for  the  complete  Bible. 
Contributions  to  this  worthy  cause  should 
be  addressed  to  Braille  Bible  Society,  Inc., 
739  North  Vermont  Avenue,  Los  Angeles, 
Calif. 

The  Society  invites  the  public  to  com- 
municate the  names  of  blind  readers  who 
are  desirous  of  procuring  Braille  Bibles 
free,  or  at  the  nominal  price  asked. 
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A  Word  of  Thanks 

THIS  is  Vol.  3  of  our  little  magazine, 
LIGHT.  The  first  volume  appeared 
in  May,  1927,  and  the  second  in  April, 
1931.  as  a  publication  of  the  Braille  Bible 
Society,  Inc.,  of  Los  Angeles,  under  the 
editorship  of  J.  Robert  Atkinson. 

Now,  the  Braille  Bible  Society  has  kind- 
ly transferred  ownership  in  the  magazine, 
and  the  name  LIGHT,  to  the  Braille  In- 
stitute of  America,  retaining  one  page  in 
each  issue  upon  which  to  publish  infor- 
mation about  the  work  of  making  avail- 
able the  King  James  version  of  the  Bible 
in  Braille. 

The  trustees  of  the  Braille  Institute 
wish  to  express  their  appreciation  and 
thanks  to  the  Braille  Bible  Institute  for 
this  action,  and  we  of  the  LIGHT  edi- 
torial staff  will  endeavor  to  make  this 
little  magazine  worthy  of  both  institu- 
tions, in  its  new  dress,  and  its  reader  in- 
terest, and  its  furtherance  of  the  whole 
work  for  the  blind.  Our  purpose  is  to  so 
present  the  ambitions  and  successes  of 
the  blind,  that  sighted  people  will  under- 
stand their  reading  problems. 


Ten  Millions  For  British  Blind 

England  has  less  than  half  the  blind 
population  of  the  United  States,  yet  has 
provided  two  endowments  of  five  million 
dollars  each  to  aid  its  sightless  people. 

From  1879  to  the  close  of  the  World 
War,  only  a  quarter-million  dollars  was 
appropriated  by  Uncle  Sam  for  the  same 
purpose,  and  this  yielded  only  ten  thou- 
sand dollars  a  year  for  the  printing  of 
Braille  books.  The  war  blind  led  to  a  fur- 
ther appropriation  of  one  and  a  half  mil- 
lions, yielding  seventy-five  thousand  dol- 
lars a  year,  for  Braille  books  for  the  blind 
of  school  age. 

In  1931,  Congress  appropriated  the 
equivalent  of  two  and  a  half  millions, 
yielding  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  a 
year,  to  be  spent  by  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress for  the  advancement  of  the  adult 
blind. 

On  the  same  scale  as  the  British  ap- 
propriations, this  would  be  eight  times 
as  large ! 


A  broad  interest  in  books  usually  means, 
for  the  blind  as  well  as  sighted  people,  a 
broad  interest  in  life. 


The  Los  Angeles  College  of  Chiropractic 

HAS   ATTAINED   THE   POSITION   AND   REPUTATION   OF    BEING 

THE     BEST     EQUIPPED      CHIROPRACTIC      COLLEGE     IN     THE 

UNITED     STATES     WITH     A     GREATER     TOTAL     ENROLLMENT 

THAN    ANY    CHIROPRACTIC    COLLEGE. 

IT  IS  A  GROWING  INSTITUTION,  with  fine  new  labora- 
tories, Minor  Surgery  Department,  Obstetrical  and  Gynecol- 
ogical Departments,  latest  Electrotherapy  and  Hydrotherapy 
equipment  in  the  Physiotherapy  Department,  and  an  excellent  Dis- 
section Room.  .  .  .  This  means  better  standards  and  better  training 
for  the  future  Chiropractor.  .  .  .  This  should  interest  the  profession 
in  maintaining  these  standards  by  referring  their  prospective  stu- 
dents to  this  college. 


The  Office  of  the  Field  Secretary 

is  a  highly  organized  department  of  this  institution 
to  interview  students.  CALL,  WRITE  or  TELE- 
PHONE in  your  prospective  names. 

DR.  L.  R.  PENINGTON,  Field  Secretary 
C.  R.  GARVAI,  Field  Secretary 


Los  Angeles  College  of  Chiropractic 

918-920  VENICE  BOULEVARD 
WEstmore  2126 

•  NOTE — Our   laboratories   and   full-time   instructors   meet   the    requirements    of 
the  California  State  Board  which  went  into  effect  July   1. 
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What  You  Get  For  Your  Three-Dollar  Subscription 
To  This  Magazine,  "Light" 

Blind  people  say  that  their  big  handicap  is  in  the  misunderstanding 
of  sighted  people ! 

LIGHT  is  a  new  magazine  for  sighted  people,  to  aid  in  understanding 
the  blind.  A  success  magazine  about  the  blind,  if  you  please ! 

Cheerful,  constructive — no  "sob  stuff."  LIGHT  is  published  eight 
times  a  year,  advertising  pays  the  cost,  the  subscription  is  Three 
Dollars  a  year. 

Your  subscription  begins  to  remove  some  of  the  handicap  right  away, 
because  you  will  meet  blind  people,  just  as  they  are,  in  these  pages. 

On  top  of  that,  your  money  will  immediately  buy  a  free  subscription 
to  "The  March  of  Events"  or  "The  Braille  Mirror"  for  a  blind  reader 
who  needs  such  magazines. 

Radio  has  been  a  wonderful  thing  for  the  blind,  but  their  chief  reli- 
ance, like  your  own,  is  reading.  How  else  can  they  fit  themselves  for 
the  world,  or  keep  up  with  it? 

The  blind  person  who  is  given  current  reading  matter  soon  becomes 
a  living  asset  to  the  community,  instead  of  a  liability. 

Therefore,  Three  Dollars  sent  us  for  LIGHT,  one  year,  will  be  a 
paying  investment  in  human  life,  and  in  a  new  outlook  upon  the  world, 
and  in  self-help  and  aroused  ambition  for  some  blind  person. 

JUST  FILL  OUT  AND  MAIL  THE  COUPON   BELOW 


BRAILLE  INSTITUTE  OF  AMERICA,  Inc. 
739  N.  Vermont  Ave.,  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

Gentlemen:  Enclosed  find  check  (or  money  order)  in  the  sum  of  $ 

as  payment  for subscriptions  to  "LIGHT".  Enter  subscription  in 

the  name  of: 

Name 


Address. 


City State 

(NOTE :  If  more  than  one  subscription  is  desired,  names  and  addresses  of  persons  to  receive  same 
may  be  written  on  a  separate  sheet,  and  enclosed  with  your  remittance.) 
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Why  the  Blind  Need  More  Braille  Music 

This  Calling  Has  Advantages  for  the  Sightless 
.  .  .  But  They  Must  Have  Late  Scores  for  Study 


SHEET  music  for  the  blind,  the  latest 
song-hits  and  dance  tunes,  right  off 
the  press  as  promptly  as  the  newest 
popular  music  for  sighted  people  —  a 
strange  objective? 

Not  at  all !  It  is  one  of  the  enlarge- 
ments of  Braille  Institute  activities 
planned  for  the  near  future,  along  with 
Braille  texts  of  classical  music. 

And  when  this  objective  is  realized, 
Anna  Dixon  will  be  happy.  Because,  ever 
since  she  came  to  the  Braille  Institute, 
several  years  ago,  she  has  read  proof  on 
all  music  published,  and  knows  what  is 
available  in  raised-letter,  as  well  as  how 
much  more  music  is  badly  needed. 

"Ever  since  childhood,  I've  been  a  lover 
of  music,"  says  Miss  Dixon,  "and  most 
of  all  I  like  classic  music  and  the  sym- 
phony orchestra.  Here  is  one  never-fail- 
ing interest  for  the  blind,  if  they  are  gift- 
ed with  a  musical  ear.  And  many  blind 
persons  go  further  than  an  interest  as 
listeners,  and  become  performers  for  their 
own  pleasure  and  development,  or  to  earn 
a  livelihood  as  professional  musicians.  It 
is  a  field  in  which  they  have  practically 
no  handicap  in  competition  with  sighted 
musicians. 

"Small  as  our  music  publishing  activi- 
ties are  now,  principally  hymns  and 
songs,  we  know  of  numerous  blind  men 
and  women  over  the  nation  who  fill  posi- 
tions as  organists,  instrumentalists  and 
soloists.  And  we  know  that  they  are  in 
need  of  the  latest  music,  in  Braille,  to 
enable  them  to  increase  their  earning  ca- 
pacity. And  then,  there  are  dozens  and 
dozens  of  young  people  who  want  to  fol- 
low music  as  a  career,  and  need  the  scores 
to  study.  Since  radio  came,  the  public 
interest  in  music  has  grown  very  fast,  and 
there  is  more  and  more  demand  for  mu- 
sicians." 

MISS  DIXON  is  herself  a  proficient 
musician,  having  been   educated  in 
voice,  piano  and  violin. 


She  was  born  blind  in  Pueblo,  Colo- 
rado, and  studied  at  the  Colorado  State 
School  for  the  Blind  until  finishing  her 
sophomore  year  in  High  School.  In  1924, 
she  came  to  Los  Angeles,  and  in  1927 
was  graduated  from  the  Alhambra  High 
School  with  honors.  While  there,  she  won 
a  $200  scholarship,  which  was  used  to 
continue  her  musical  studies. 

For  exactly  ten  years,  Miss  Dixon  has 
supported  herself,  and  has  been  one  of 
our  most  efficient  employees  for  several 
years.  At  first,  she  worked  as  a  bindery 
girl  in  the  press-room,  but  as  the  Uni- 
versal Braille  Press  grew,  and  developed 
the  Braille  Institute  of  America,  and  our 
range  of  publications  began  to  broaden, 
she  took  charge  of  music  proof-reading, 
and  has  had  full  charge  of  that  work 
ever  since. 

Miss  Dixon's  method  of  studying  music 
shows  the  difficulties  under  which  blind 
musicians  work.  It  is  necessary  to  read 
the  treble  part  of  a  Braille  score  with 
one  hand,  play  it  on  the  piano  with  the 
other  hand,  and  memorize  the  notes.  Then 
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the  bass  part  is  memorized,  and  the  two 
parts  are  combined  from  memory.  Sighted 
musicians  can  study  from  the  score,  and 
need  not  memorize  except  for  recitals. 
The  amount  of  music  that  a  blind  person 
must  know  "by  heart,"  if  interested  in  the 
classics,  is  tremendous. 

Braille  music  is  printed  with  raised  staff 
lines  similar  to  those  in  printed  music, 
and  the  notes,  with  their  values,  are 
printed  in  dot  characters,  in  the  positions 
on  the  staff  where  they  are  to  be  played. 

The  blind  musician  is  on  an  even  foot- 
ing with  the  sighted  singer  or  instrument- 
alist, when  it  comes  to  the  demands  of  his 
or  her  audience. 

The  fact  that  a  gifted  performer  may 
be  without  sight  would,  perhaps,  if  known 
to  the  audience  at  all,  win  some  temporary 
sympathy,  and  cause  allowances  to  be 
made  for  what  sighted  people  consider  a 
handicap.  But  this  tolerance  would  not 
last  long.  The  blind  musician  is  expected 
to  be  as  good  as  a  sighted  one — and  blind 
musicians  take  pride  in  trying  to  be  de- 
cidedly better! 

As  a  matter  of  everyday  experience,  the 
blind   musician   performs,  and   his   audi- 


ence never  suspects  that  he  or  she  is  with- 
out eyes.  Over  the  radio,  this  is  not  known 
to  the  audience,  nor  in  organ  playing,  or 
work  in  an  orchestra. 

The  audience  makes  no  allowance,  and 
the  blind  musician  expects  none,  and  asks 
none.  His  and  her  chief  concern  is  to  keep 
up  with  popular  music  of  the  day,  and  to 
be  fully  acquainted  with  the  classics  and 
semi-classics  which  require  detailed  study. 
The  demand  of  the  popular  audience  is 
for  the  newest  songs  and  dance  music, 
rendered  with  the  special  touch  and  tempo 
that  marks  the  accomplished  performer, 
while  in  the  classics,  there  must  be  the 
finish  of  performance  that  comes  only 
with  patient  study  of  the  scores,  bar  by 
bar, 

This  is  the  reason  for  publishing  more 
music  in  Braille.  The  great  tide  of  new 
popular  music,  ever  pouring  from  "Tin 
Pan  Alley,"  and  the  vast  repositories  of 
classic  music,  nearly  200  years  of  it,  al- 
most untouched  as  far  as  the  needs  of 
blind  musicians  are  concerned,  make  this 
special  department  of  the  Braille  Institute 
of  the  utmost  practical  value  to  the  blind 
persons  it  seeks  to  serve. 


Cover  illustration  shows  Senator  Gore   (left)  and  Senator  Schall,  blind  Senators,  on  the 
Capitol  steps,  Washington,  D.  C.    Feature  story  in  December  issue  of  "Light." 


A 


mong  those  to  whom  the  Graphic  Processes  are  an  open 
book,  the  work  of  the  Braille  Institute  and  its  subsidiary, 
the  Universal  Braille  Press,  is  one  of  the  marvels  of  the  age. 
•  Mr.  Atkinson  and  the  members  of  his  staff  are  to  be  con- 
gratulated upon  the  masterful  way  in  which  they  have 
solved  the  intricate  problems  of  their  craft.  •  An  under- 
standing spirit  of  co-operation — the  desire  to  help  the 
customer  in  getting  out  the  type  of  Printing  best  suited 
to  his  needs — is  one  of  the  reasons  why  The  House  of  Ralston 
continues  to  grow  and  progress.  We  do  all  types  of  general 
Printing  and  Color  Work. 

The  House  of  Ralston  inc. 

1220  Maple  Avenue,  Los  Angeles 
PRospect  1138 
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The  Story  of  the  Braille  Institute 

How  a  Blind  Man  Began  Publishing  for  the 
Blind,    Starting    in    a    Los    Angeles   Garage 


IN  1912,  a  Montana  cowboy  lost  his  sight 
by  accident,  almost  instantly.  He  had 
always  been  a  reader.  He  had  hoped  to 
fit  himself  for  a  business  career.  This  com- 
plete change  in  his  outlook  on  life  forced 
him  in  the  direction  of  his  ambition — but 
in  unforeseen  ways. 

J.  Robert  Atkinson  mastered  Braille, 
and  then  looked  around  for  books  that 
would  help  him  to  a  business  education. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  M.  Longyear 

He  found  that  Braille  books  were  mostly 
printed  for  young  people  in  schools  for  the 
blind,  ten  per  cent  of  the  sightless  popu- 
lation. No  publisher  was  catering  to  blind 
adults  as  customers,  consulting  their 
tastes  or  wishes.  No  blind  person  was  se- 
lecting   books,    or   publishing    magazines 


for  the  blind,  to  keep  them  posted  on  the 
world's  affairs. 

Starting  in  a  small  way,  in  a  garage  back 
of  his  Los  Angeles  home,  in  1920,  Mr. 
Atkinson  made  a  beginning  with  the  Uni- 
versal Braille  Press,  printing  books  on 
machinery  partly  of  his  own  invention. 
In  this  work,  he  was  aided  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  John  M.  Longyear,  splendid  philan- 
thropic people,  of  Brookline,  Mass.,  who 
had  become  interested  in  his  efforts,  and 
financed  his  start  with  $10,000  and  a  guar- 
anteed salary  for  five  years.  The  Long- 
years  have  since  passed  on  to  another 
plane,  but  their  gift  and  their  encourage- 
ment live  in  the  Braille  Institute. 

In  1926,  the  first  secular  magazine  in 
the  United  States  for  the  blind,  dealing 
with  current  affairs,  and  carrying  adver- 
tisements, was  launched,  with  Mr.  Atkin- 
son as  editor — "The  Braille  Mirror."  Since 
then,  "The  March  of  Events"  has  been 
added,  in  co-operation  with  the  "World's 
Work,"  and  a  Braille  magazine  for  women 
is  projected. 

The  Universal  Braille  Press  is  the  only 
plant  west  of  the  Mississippi  equipped  to 
print  raised-letter  books  and  periodicals 
on  a  large  scale.  It  has  never  been  oper- 
ated for  profit. 

In  1929,  the  Braille  Institute  of  America 
was  incorporated,  under  the  laws  of  Cali- 
fornia, to  more  thoroughly  organize  and 
endow  the  production  and  distribution  of 
reading  matter  for  the  blind.  This  is  also 
a  non-profit  institution,  directed  by  a 
strong  board  of  trustees,  and  with  funds 
safeguarded  by  a  trust  arrangement  with 
a  large  financial  institution  in  Los  An- 
geles. The  Braille  press  is  the  manufac- 
turing department  for  the  Institute,  and 
also  undertakes  outside  contracts  for 
printing  in  raised  letter. 

The  story  of  these  institutions  is  told  at 
greater  length  in  the  catalogue  of  the 
Braille  Institute.  We  shall  be  glad  to  mail 
a  copy  to  any  reader  who  asks  for  it. 
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Customers 
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Advertisers 


Oix  months 
after  installation  of  the 
Atkinson  Model,  the 
Clovernook  Home  for 
the  Blind,  Mt.  Healthy, 
Ohio,  ordered  two  more 
machines. 


The  Atkinson  New,  Improved 
Model  No*  5  Stereotyping  Machine 

"The  BRAILLE  Linotyper"    . 

The  Atkinson  Model  revolutionized  Braille  printing,  perfecting  the 
art  of  "interpoint"  plate  making,  by  which  books  are  printed  on  both 
sides  of  the  paper.  Savings  in  cost  and  volume  run  from  30  to  40% 
below  the  old  methods. 

The  Atkinson  Model  will  bring  distinction  to  all  users  through 
higher  standards  of  workmanship  at  lower  production  cost. 

Price  $1500.00  F.  O.  B.  Factory 

Shipping  weight,  crated,  900  lbs. 

Further  information  furnished  on  request 


Equipped  with  Motor 
Fully  Guaranteed 


U.  B.  P.  MACHINE  SHOP 

Specializing  in  ALL  KINDS  of 

Expert  Machine  Work,  Engineering,  and  Patent  Development 

739  North  Vermont  Avenue,  Los  Angeles,  California 

SEND  YOUR  JOB  WORK  TO  US 
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The  Story  of  the  Braille  Institute 

IN  1912,  a  Montana  cowboy  lost  his  sight  by 
accident,  almost  instantly.  Always  a  reader, 
he  had  hoped  to  fit  himself  for  a  business  ca- 
reer. This  complete  change  in  outlook  on  life 
forced  him  in  the  direction  of  that  ambition — 
but  in   unforeseen  ways. 

J.  Robert  Atkinson  mastered  Braille,  and  then 
looked  around  for  books  that  would  help  him  to 
a  business  education.  He  found  that  Braille 
books  were  mostly  printed  for  young  people  in 
schools  for  the  blind,  ten  per  cent  of  the  sight- 
less population.  No  publisher  was  catering  to 
blind  adults  as  customers,  consulting  their  tastes 
or  wishes.  No  blind  person  was  selecting  books, 
or  publishing  magazines  for  the  blind,  to  keep 
them  posted  on  the  world's  affairs. 

Starting  in  a  small  way,  in  a  garage  back  of 
his  Los  Angeles  home,  in  1920,  Atkinson  made 
a  beginning  with  the  Universal  Braille  Press, 
printing  books  on  machinery  partly  of  his  own 
invention.  In  this  work,  he  was  aided  by  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  John  M.  Longyear,  splendid  philan- 
thropic people,  of  Brookline,  Mass.,  who  had 
become  interested  in  his  efforts,  and  financed 
his  start  with  $10,000  and  a  guaranteed  salary 
for  five  years.  The  Longyears  have  since  passed 
on,  but  their  gift  and  their  encouragement  live 
in   the   Braille  Institute. 

In  1926,  the  first  secular  magazine  in  the 
United  States  for  the  blind,  dealing  with  cur- 
rent affairs,  and  carrying  advertisements,  was 
launched — "The  Braille  Mirror."  Since  then, 
"The  March  of  Events"  has  been  added,  in  co- 
operation with  the  "World's  Work,"  and  a 
Braille  magazine  for  women  is  projected. 

The  Universal  Braille  Press  is  the  only  plant 
west  of  the  Mississippi  equipped  to  print  raised- 
letter  books  and  periodicals  on  a  large  scale.  It 
has  never  been  operated  for  profit. 

In  1929,  the  Braille  Institute  of  America  was 
incorporated,  under  the  laws  of  California,  to 
more  thoroughly  organize  and  endow  the  pro- 
duction and  distribution  of  reading  matter  for 
the  blind.  This  is  also  a  non-profit  institution, 
directed  by  a  strong  board  of  trustees,  and  with 
funds  safeguarded  by  a  trust  arrangement  with 
a  large  financial  institution  in  Los  Angeles.  The 
Braille  press  is  the  manufacturing  department 
for  the  Institute,  and  also  undertakes  outside 
contracts  for  printing  in  raised  letter. 

The  story  of  these  institutions  is  told  at  great- 
er length  in  the  catalogue  of  the  Braille  Insti- 
tute. We  shall  be  glad  to  mail  a  copy  to  any 
reader  who  asks  for  it. 

Visitors  are  always  welcome  at  the  Braille 
Institute  and  its  printing  plant,  739  North  Ver- 
mont Avenue,  Los  Angeles.  Telephone  OLym- 
pia   1121. 
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The  Blind  Must  Be  Served 

By  JAMES  H.  COLLINS 


THE  other  day,  Uncle  Sam  sent 
us  a  "hot  one."  If  you've  read 
"The  Epic  of  America,"  you 
know  that  it  is  a  history  of  America, 
in  the  modern  mode,  more  than  150,- 
000  words,  and  over  400  pages.  James 
Truslow  Adams  has  given  a  psycho- 
logical account  of  this  country  from 
the  earliest  times,  and  it  is  a  book 
much  discussed  at  the  moment. 

Well,  our  Uncle  Sam'l,  through 
the  Librarian  of  Congress,  picked 
that  book  for  a  new  "Up-to-the- 
Minute"  series  for  the  blind,  and  the 
Universal  Braille  Press,  here  in  Los 
Angeles,  our  printing  department, 
got  the  contract  for  putting  it  in 
Braille.  Besides  entering  the  lowest 
bid,  our  printing  department  agreed 
to  deliver  the  book  in  18  days. 


And  the  job  was  finished  in  15 
days! 

That  included  re-paging  the  index, 
for  the  Braille  version  made  823 
pages,  against  433  pages  in  the 
printed  original,  and  so  every  index 
reference  had  to  be  changed.  In 
Braille,  the  "Epic"  makes  five  vol- 
umes. The  book-store  price  would  be 


$40  or  $50,  but  such  literature  circu- 
lates to  the  blind  through  libraries. 
The  edition  was  60  copies. 

For  this  same  series,  we  recently 
put  Stuart  Chase's  "The  Nemesis  of 
American  Business"  in  Braille  in  10 
days. 


To  have  such  books  while  they  are 
being  discussed  is  a  splendid  advance 
in  Braille  reading  matter,  and  we  con- 
gratulate the  Librarian  of  Congress 
unon  his  idea,  and  the  books  that  are 
being  chosen  for  the  new  series. 

Also,  we  are  a  little  proud  of  our 
speed. 

For  quick  work  has  always  been 
one  of  our  big  objectives.  A  year  ago, 
we  scored  a  touchdown  with  our- 
selves when  we  began  to  publish  in 
Braille  a  miniature  reflection  of 
"World's  Work"  under  the  name 
"March  of  Events,"  releasing  the 
Braille  issue  at  the  same  time  each 
month  that  the  current  number  of 
"World's  Work"  is  placed  in  circu- 
lation. Good  reading,  hot  off  the 
griddle,  is  our  ideal. 

The  blind  must  be  served ! 


Copyright  1931 ,  Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc. 
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Through  Mr.  Hoover  She  Met  the  Blind 


Blind  Herself  from  Babyhood,  Leila  Mosher 
Lived  in  a  Sighted  World  Until  Last  Summer 

By  JAMES  H.  COLLINS 


WHY,  I've  known  very  little  about 
the  blind,  until  the  past  year  or 
so!"  said  Leila  Mosher — and 
smiled  straight  at  me  out  of  her  own  blind 
eyes. 

with 


do 


a 


What    can    an    interviewer 
woman  like  that? 

Not  more  than  an  inch  or  two  above  the 
five  foot  mark  ;  with  a  poise  and  alertness 
that  can  only  be  called  bird-like ;  ready 
for  fun,  whether  to  give  or  take;  a  singer 
and  musician;  a  practising  physician  spe- 
cializing in  mental  maladies ;  a  linguist 
with  six  or  seven  languages;  mistress  of 
a  dozen  separate  careers,  not  the  least  of 
which  is  that  of  her  little  son,  Allen 
Mosher,  III,  now  approaching  his  second 
birthday. 

When  you  hear  that  President  Hoover 
chose  her  as  a  sort  of  contact  woman,  at 
this  year's  International  Conference  for 
the  Blind,  in  New  York  City,  where  she 
interpreted  for  delegates  from  thirty- 
seven  countries — well,  it  is  a  fine  tribute 
to  the  President ! 

It  was  her  first  real  introduction  to  the 
blind,  for  she  has  always  lived  in  a  sighted 
world. 

"You  see,"  she  continued,  "I  lost  my 
sight  accidentally  when  a  very  tiny  girl, 
no  older  than  little  Allen  there.  So,  while 
I've  always  been  blind,  I  have  always 
lived  with  sighted  people,  in  a  sighted 
world.  Except  for  a  little  special  training, 
I  went  to  a  regular  school,  and  when  my 
schoolmates  had  difficulty  in  accepting  me 
as  one  like  themselves,  it  was  up  to  me 
to  have  as  many  boy  friends  as  they  did. 
and  enter  into  all  the  games.  I  got  my 
nose  bumped  oftener,  maybe — but  then  it 
was  rather  a  prominent  nose,  and  got  in 
the  way." 

While  still  in  her  'teens,  Leila  Holter- 
hofif  went  to  live  in  Berlin.  Her  father, 
Godfrey  Holterhoff,  who  died  some  years 
ago,  was  treasurer  and  secretary  of  the 
Santa  Fe  railroad,  and  an  old  resident  of 
Los  Angeles.  When  in  California,  Mrs. 
Mosher  lives  with  her  mother,  in  the  fine 


old  family  residence,  West  Adams  Street. 
Though  born  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  she  passed 
much  of  her  girlhood  here. 

In  Germany,  a  young  medical  student 
wondered  how  far  a  sightless  girl  with 
such  "pep"  and  brains  could  go  toward 
learning  medicine.  She  wondered,  too,  and 
it  was  a  question  to  be  settled  on  the  sci- 
entific basis  of  experiment.  She  began 
studying  medicine,  and  took  her  degree, 
and  after  practising  in  obstetrics,  found 
that  psychiatry  lay  within  the  ability  of 
a  blind  diagnostician,  and  specialized  in 
that. 

"Some  of  the  work  is  outside  a  sightless 
practitioner's  range,"  she  said,  "such  as 
microscopic  examination,  but  questioning 
and  physical  examination  are  as  practic- 
able for  me  as  a  sighted  person — and  I 
have  one  real  advantage." 

"What  is  that?"  asked  the  interviewer. 

"I  do  not  see  the  sad  expression  of  the 
insane,  and  am  therefore  not  affected  by 
it,  and  I  have  never  known  fear — this  is 
an  advantage  in  diagnosis  and  treatment, 
both  for  the  patient  and  myself." 

"I  should  imagine  that  you  had  another 
advantage — and  a  disadvantage  as  well," 
suggested  the  interviewer. 

"Yes — what  are  they?" 

"Well,  the  disadvantage  first — isn't  it 
hard  to  'sell'  yourself  to  patients  who  do 
not  know  you?  Isn't  there  some  doubt 
about  the  ability  of  a  sightless  physician, 
compared  with  one  who  can  see?" 

"On  the  contrary,  I  have  often  found 
my  patients  too  ready  to  endow  me  with 
special  insight — the  intuitions  of  the  blind, 
and  all  that  kind  of  thing.  Establishing 
confidence  is  a  simple  matter  of  getting 
acquainted.  Now,  what  is  the  advantage 
you  think  I  may  have?" 

"The  ability  to  concentrate  better  than 
a  sighted  person,  whose  vision  brings  so 
many  distractions." 

"Don't  believe  it!"  she  shot  back.  "We 
have  just  as  many  distractions  as  the 
sighted,  if  not  more." 
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Courtesy  Curtis  Biltmore  Studios 

Mrs.  Evan  R.  Mosher 

Mrs.  Mosher's  experiences  at  the  New 
York  conference  last  summer  amounted 
to  an  introduction  to  the  blind.  For,  al- 
though her  professional  career  has  led  her 
among  the  handicapped  in  another  field, 
she  had  not  made  a.  wide  acquaintance 
among  the  sightless,  or  given  their  kind 
of  handicap  much  study. 

At  this  conference,  called  by  the  Amer- 
ican Foundation  for  the  Blind,  and  in- 
spired largely  by  its  blind  research  di- 
rector, Robert  B.  Irwin,  the  delegates 
were  divided  into  language  groups,  each 
connected  by  ear  phones  with  a  central 
interpreting  room,  where  Mrs.  Mosher 
helped  translate  the  many  interesting 
papers  into  French,  German,  Italian, 
Spanish    and    English. 

"In  addition,  I  was  a  sort  of  diplomatic 
physician,"  she  says,  "called  here  and 
there  to  treat  sore  spots  and  tempera- 
mental injuries,  sure  to  occur  in  such  a 
gathering,  through  confusion  of  tongues." 

This  conference  was  called  to  bring 
about  some  measure  of  standardization  in 


work  for  the  blind  throughout  the  world, 
and  was  markedly  successful. 

The  greatest  accomplishment  of  the 
meeting,  Mrs.  Mosher  believes,  was  the 
organization  of  an  international  bureau, 
which  will  be  like  a  "league  of  nations" 
for  the  blind,  and  all  workers  in  their  be- 
half. This  bureau  is  to  be  established,  very 
fittingly,  in  Paris,  the  homeland  of  the 
Frenchman,  Louis  Braille,  who  almost  a 
hundred  years  ago,  saw  the  need  for  stand- 
ardization, and  made  the  first  great  con- 
tribution in  his  six-dot  system. 

The  work  of  this  international  bureau 
will  include  exchange  of  information  and 
apparatus  for  the  blind,  standardization 
of  research  methods,  the  publication  of 
information,  the  removal  of  tariff  barriers 
on  apparatus,  and  so  on.  William  Nelson 
Cromwell,  Xew  York  attorney,  has  been 
made  president  of  the  bureau. 


"The  blind  need  three  things,"  con- 
cludes Airs.  Mosher. 

"First,  work  with  the  blind  instead  of 
for  them;  second,  enlighten  the  sighted; 
third,  unblindfold  the  blind,  and  help  them 
get  over  'blindism.' 

"By  working  with  the  blind,  I  mean  fit- 
ting them  for  occupations  according  to 
their  ability,  whether  they  are  mental  or 
hand  workers,  and  giving  them  positions 
in  organizations  of  sighted  people.  My 
own  experience  leads  me  to  think  away 
from  institutions.  But  this  is  not  any  criti- 
cism of  the  splendid  people  who  are  doing 
excellent  work  under  the  institutional  sys- 
tem. I  criticize  the  institutional  idea — and 
that  is  up  to  the  public. 

"Sighted  people  must  know  the  blind 
better,  to  recognize  the  many  different 
kinds  of  ability  they  have,  and  make 
places  for  them  in  normal  employment. 

"By  unblindfolding  the  blind,  I  mean 
helping  them  get  rid  of  the  certain  some- 
thing that  marks  them  as  blind  people. 
They  must  pay  more  attention  to  courtesy 
and  ease  in  meeting  sighted  persons.  They 
should  pay  more  attention  to  appearance." 

"Do  you  mean,  then,  that  the  blind  need 
to  keep  looking  their  best?" 

"Well,  I  didn't  mean  exactly  that,"  cor- 
rected Mrs.  Mosher.  "But  maybe  it  would 
be  the  best  way  to  unblindfold  the  sight- 
less !" 
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Just  How  Do  the  Blind  Read? 

The   Blind   Frenchman,   Louis  Braille,  and   His 
Six-Dot  System  that  Spread  Around  the  World 

By  J.  ROBERT  ATKINSON 


WHILE  we  have  always  had  the 
blind  with  us,  it  is  only  a  little 
more  than  300  years  since  the  first 
efforts  were  made  to  solve  their  reading- 
problem,  and  just  a  hundred  years  since 
the  first  book  was  made  in  embossed 
Roman  letters  from  moveable  type — the 
Gospel  of  St.  John,  in  1832.  The  first  at- 
tempt at  touch  reading  was  made  in  Spain, 
in  1617. 

Books  in  raised  letters  were  a  boon  to 
the  blind,  yet  had  many  shortcomings. 
They  could  not  be  printed  on  both  sides 
of  the  paper.  The  letters  had  to  be  large, 
so  the  books  were  bulky — and  that  added 
to  the  cost. 


Complete  Braille  Alphabet 


LITERARY    NOTATION 


alphabet  *  ° 

numerals         1  2 

WHOLE-WORD       a  but 

•  •  ■ 

Line  1  • ; 

ALPHABET  k  1 

WHOLE-       knowledge    like 
WORD 


Line  2 


ALPHABET 

WHOLE-WORD 

PART-WORD 

Line  3 


WHOLE-WORD 
PART-WORD 


Line  4 


WHOLE-WORD 

PART-WORD 

PUNCTUATION 


fraction  lit 
PART-WORD 
HYPHEN.  ETC.        1 
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do 
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not 
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6  ce 

w 

shall 

this 

which 

out 

will 

sh 

til 
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er 
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ow 
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•  • 
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•  ■ 

•  • 
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•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  ■ 

numeral  sign 

Line  6 


Line  7 


accent 

numerical 

index 


literal 
index 


see  italic  sign      lette 

Rule  10     decimal  point 


COMPOUND 

S1CNS 


This  problem  was  solved  by  a  blind 
man,  with  the  invention  of  the  point  sys- 
tem named  after  him — Braille. 

Louis  Braille  was  a  French  boy,  born 
January  4,  1809,  near  Paris.  His  father 
was  a  harness-maker,  and  the  boy,  when 
about  three  years  old,  playing  with  an 
awl  in  his  father's  shop,  destroyed  one  of 
his  eyes,  and  soon  lost  the  sight  of  the 
other. 

He  was  bright,  and  after  education  at 
a  school  for  the  blind,  became  a  professor 
therein.  Studying  the  drawbacks  of  books 
for  the  blind,  he  devised  a  dot  system,  an 
improvement    on    one    made    by    Charles 
Barbier,   a   philanthropic   Frenchman   in- 
terested in  the  blind.  Barbier's  sys- 
tem had  12  dots,  like  the  "double  6" 
in    dominos,    which   gave    unlimited 
combinations.   But  it  was  too  large 
for  quick  reading,  and  took  up  too 
much   space.    Braille   used   six   dots, 
like  the  "blank  6,"  giving  63  possi- 
ble combinations,  enough  for  all  let- 
ters, figures  and  punctuation. 

Braille  was  perfected  in  1834,  but 
school  authorities  in  France  refused 
to  adopt  it  until  1854,  two  years  after 
Braille's  death — he  died  of  consump- 
tion at  43,  in  1852,  having  never  been 
strong.  Louis  Braille  was  a  musician, 
and  first  became  interested  in  a  dot 
system  through  using  such  a  method 
to  note  down  music. 

Braille's  name  is  a  household  word 
to  blind  people  all  over  the  globe, 
because  he  was  their  Gutenburg. 
Years  were  required  to  make  the 
Braille  system  standard  in  all  coun- 
tries, for  it  has  displaced  five  other 
:  systems.  Older  blind  readers  in  this 

country   still   remember  the   use   of 

sign   capital  sign     raisec|-letters      jnstead      of      fo^      amJ 

,  .:        the  introduction  of  Braille. 

>  •  • 

[  j  This  system  is  always  immediately 

:  ..   ••  : :    interesting    to    sighted    people    who 

for  the  first  time  examine  a  Braille 
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Louis  Braille 


book.  It  generally  looks 
very  complicated.  How- 
ever, nothing  could  be 
simpler,  and  the  mys- 
tery disappears  when 
the  alphabet  is  seen. 
The  63  combinations 
give  signs  for  the  al- 
phabet, and  many  often- 
used  words  and  word-parts,  as  well  as 
figures,  punctuation,  and  even  capital  and 
italic  letters. 

"How  long  does  it  take  to  learn  Braille?" 
sighted  persons  ask,  closing  their  eyes, 
and  passing  their  finger-tips  over  the 
raised  dots. 

"That  depends !"  answer  the  blinded, 
who  have  had  to  conquer  a  new  alphabet 
and  an  unfamiliar  way  of  reading  after 
loss  of  eyesight.  "It  depends  upon  intelli- 
gence, and  study,  and  other  personal  con- 
siderations." 

Some  blinded  persons,  in  middle  life, 
learn  fast,  while  others  do  not  make  rapid 
progress.  One's  love  of  reading,  and  the 
amount  of  time  given  to  lessons  and  prac- 
tice, have  much  to  do  with  it. 

Recently,  a  man  in  his  fifties,  under  the 
instruction  of  a  teacher  sent  to  him  by 
the  Braille  Institute  of  America,  learned 
the  Braille  system  thoroughly  in  only 
thirteen  lessons.  A  woman  at  the  age  of 
seventy-eight  learned  to  read  Braille  sat- 
isfactorily in  a  reasonable  length  of  time, 
and  when  she  was  eighty,  wrote  me  a  per- 
fect Braille  letter. 

To  learn  this  new  language,  after  being 
blinded,  requires  hard  concentration.  Al- 
most no  case  is  known  of  a  sighted  person 
learning  to  read  the  dots  by  touch,  though 
they  do  learn  to  read  them  by  sight  with 
no  great  effort.  In  our  Braille  printing 
plant,  sighted  employees  master  the  dots 
visually,  to  avoid  errors.  But  sighted  per- 
sons not  forced  to  give  the  concentration 
required  by  blinded  students,  do  not  so 
readily  learn  to  read  by  touch. 

It  is  news  to  most  sighted  persons  to 
hear  that  the  blind  must  "take  care  of 
their  eyes,  and  not  read  too  much."  A 
strange  injunction  to  a  man  or  woman 
who  sits  down  to  read  in  a  pitch-dark 
room ! 

But  sore  reading  fingers  are  the  penalty 
of  too  much  poring  over  Braille  books. 


During  my  work  of  inventing  and  per- 
fecting the  Atkinson  "stereotyping"  ma- 
chine for  making  embossed  Braille  plates, 
I  did  a  great  deal  of  reading  from  the 
metal  embossing  plates,  which  are  much 
sharper  than  the  dots  in  a  Braille  book, 
and  my  fingers  became  so  sore  that  I  had 
to  give  up  reading  for  a  week  or  more. 

The  Braille  system  has  the  one  great 
advantage  over  previous  devices,  that 
blind  persons  can  use  it  for  writing  them- 
selves, anything  from  casual  notes  to  let- 
ters and  books.  In  another  article  we  will 
look  into  that  side  of  Braille — something 
that  sighted  people  find  as  interesting  as 
Braille  books  and  periodicals. 

HELEN  KELLER  SEES  HERSELF 

(Cover  Picture) 
The  excellent  portrait  on  our  cover,  of 
Helen  Keller,  blind  and  deaf  author,  lec- 
turer and  worker  on  behalf  of  the  blind, 
was  taken  a  few  weeks  ago,  at  the  pre- 
sentation ceremonies  in  connection  with 
the  giving  of  a  bust  to  the  American 
Foundation  for  the  Blind,  New  York.  This 
bust  is  by  a  noted  German  sculptor,  Count 
Hans-Albrecht  Harrach,  and  was  pre- 
sented to  the  institution  by  its  president, 
M.  C.  Mierel. 
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To  Extend  Free  Mail  for  Braille  Books 

Friends  of  the  Blind  Are  Asked  to  Support  the 
Law   Revision    Proposed   by  Congressman   Crail 


Congressman  Joe  Crail 

UXCLE  SAM  carries  books  from  li- 
braries to  blind  borrowers  through 
the  mails  free  of  postage.  But  books 
purchased  by  the  blind,  and  those  circu- 
lated in  other  ways,  do  not  benefit  by  this 
wise  law,  which  was  passed  nearly  thirty 
years  ago. 

So,  on  December  7,  1931,  Congressman 


Joe  Crail,  of  California,  introduced  the  fol- 
lowing Bill  at  the  request  of  the  Braille 
Institute  of  America,  Inc. : 

A  BILL 

To  Amend  the  Act  of  June  7th,  1924, 
Providing  for  the  Free  Transmission 
through  the  Mails  of  Certain  Publica- 
tions for  the  Blind. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Congress 
assembled,  That  the  Act  approved  June  7th,  1924, 
providing  for  the  free  transmission  through  the 
mails  of  certain  publications  for  the  blind,  is 
hereby  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

Books  in  raised  characters  for  the  use  of  the 
blind,  whether  prepared  by  hand  or  printed, 
which  do  not  contain  advertisements,  (a)  when 
furnished  free  by  an  organization,  institution,  or 
association  not  conducted  for  private  profit  to 
blind  persons,  or  institutions  and  libraries  con- 
ducting lending  departments  of  literature  for  the 
blind,  shall  be  transmitted  in  the  United  States 
mails  free  of  postage;  (b)  when  furnished  by  an 
organization,  institution  or  association  not  con- 
ducted for  private  profit  to  blind  persons  or  to 
institutions  or  libraries  conducting  lending  de- 
partments of  literature  for  the  blind,  at  a  price 
not  greater  than  the  cost  price  thereof,  shall  be 
transmitted  in  the  United  States  mails  at  the 
postage  rate  of  1  cent  for  each  pound  or  fraction 
thereof;  under  such  regulations  as  the  Post- 
master   General    may    prescribe. 

By  special  act  of  Congress,  on  April  27, 
1904,  a  law  was  enacted  known  as  Section 
495  of  the  Postal  Laws  and  Regulations, 
whereby  books  for  the  blind  may  be 
mailed  free  of  postage.  This  law,  however, 
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applies  only  to  literature  circulating  free 
from  libraries  to  blind  borrowers. 

Obviously,  the  law  does  not  apply  to 
books  purchased  by  blind  persons,  or  by 
libraries  or  institutions  conducting  free 
circulating  libraries,  nor  does  it  apply 
when  such  books  are  furnished  free  to 
the  blind,  or  to  institutions  and  libraries, 
by  agencies  printing  and  sponsoring  litera- 
ture for  the  blind. 

Here,  in  either  instance  the  regular 
parcel  post  rates  must  apply.  Tbis  is  quite 
an  item  of  expense,  owing  to  the  number 
and  largeness  of  volumes  required  to  make 
up  the  average  book  in  Braille.  In  some 
instances  the  postage  alone  on  some  titles 
sent  to  the  Twelfth  Zone  at  the  regular 
rate  would  approximate  $10.00  or  $15.00. 
Accordingly,  a  Braille  Bible  bound  in  21 
volumes  required  $18.48  postage. 

On  this  account,  agencies  interested  in 
distributing  Bibles  to  the  blind,  intro- 
duced   an    amendment    to    Section    495, 


designated  as  495' 


hich  became  a  law 


on  June  7,  1924,  whereby  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures in  Braille,  when  given  free  to  the 
blind,  might  be  sent  through  the  mail  free 
of  postage,  or  at  the  special  rate  of  one 
cent  a  pound  when  sold  at  cost  or  less, 
and  the  amendment  introduced  by  Con- 
gressman Crail  is  simply  a  revision  of  that 
law,  making  it  generally  applicable  to 
books  of  all  kinds  in  raised  type. 

This  amendment  to  the  postal  laws  is 
imperative  if  the  blind,  and  libraries  cir- 
culating books  for  the  blind,  are  to  receive 
the  full  benefit  of  the  annual  Federal  ap- 
propriation of  $100,000  for  furnishing 
books  to  the  blind  passed  by  the  71st 
Congress.  Otherwise,  the  libraries  wdiich 
are  furnished  free  literature  under  this 
new  law  must  pay  transportation  charges 
on  the  books  at  the  regular  parcel  post 
rate,  or  else  the  appropriation  itself  must 
be  taxed  to  prepay  the  transportation 
charges  from  the  printing  plants  to  the 
various  libraries. 

The  proposed  amendment,  if  passed, 
will  establish  no  precedent  that  has  not 
already  received  Congressional  endorse- 
ment, for  there  now  exists  an  international 
postal  law  whereby  books  for  the  blind 
may  be  transported  to  and  from  foreign 
countries  at  the  special  rate  of  one  cent 
for  every  one  pound  and  three  ounces. 
Comparing  this  special  rate  with  the  pres- 


ent domestic  laws,  or  regular  parcel  post 
rate,  which  now  applies  to  books  circu- 
lating from  printing  plants  to  the  blind, 
or  to  libraries  and  institutions  for  the 
blind,  a  book  forming  about  five  volumes 
in  Braille  may  be  sent  from  the  Atlantic 
Coast  to  a  blind  reader  in  Australia  or  New 
Zealand  for  about  five  cents  postage.  Yet 
to  send  that  same  book  to  a  blind  reader 
residing  on  the  Pacific  Coast  the  postage 
alone  would  approximate  $1.50. 

Why  discriminate  thus  against  our  own 
blind  readers,  many  of  whom  are  tax- 
payers, and  are  struggling  bard  to  support 
themselves  against  great  odds?  Even  pas- 
sage of  the  Braille  Institute's  amendment 
does  not  give  the  blind  readers  of  the 
United  States  an  equal  break  with  the  for- 
eign blind,  but  it  is  a  great  stride  towards 
uniform   justice. 

Agencies,  institutions,  libraries,  and  in- 
dividuals interested  in  the  literary  ad- 
vancement of  the  blind,  are  urged  by  the 
Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc.,  to  give 
their  enthusiastic  support  to  the  amend- 
ment. This  they  can  do  by  writing  Repre- 
sentative Joe  Crail,  House  Office  Building, 
AYashington,  D.  C,  urging  passage  of  the 
amendment. 


lam  well  pleased 
with  the  job 

Quc\\  outspoken  commendation, 
frequently  received  from  cus- 
tomers in  many  lines  of  business, 
is  your  assurance  that  we  can 
please  you,  too,  by  careful  atten- 
tion to  your  requirements. 


The  House  oflRahtOn  Inc. 
PRINTERS 

1220  Maple  Avenue 
'Phone,  PRospect  1138 
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The  Five-Year  Plan  of  the  Braille 
Institute  of  America 


THE  Braille  Institute  of  America  is 
a  non-profit  California  corporation, 
founded  in  1929,  to  support  the  work 
of  publishing  books  and  magazines  for  the 
adult  blind. 

In  July,  1931,  its  trustees  drew  up  two 
plans  :  First,  a  five-year  program  for  rais- 
ing $1,000,000;  second,  a  plan  for  immedi- 
ately promoting  five  publishing  projects: 

1.  To  finance  the  publication  of  Funk  &  Wag- 
nails'  Desk  Standard  Dictionary,  in  25  to  30 
volumes,  and  sell  it  to  the  blind  at  a  reasonable 
price — one  of  their  greatest  needs. 

2.  To  lower  the  price  of  two  magazines,  the 
"Braille  Mirror"  and  the  "March  of  Events,"  so 
circulation  may  be  increased — and  the  maga- 
zines sent  free  where  blind  readers  cannot  pay. 

3.  To   publish   a   magazine   for   blind   women. 

4.  To  publish  each  year  several  Braille  books 
to  be  given  free  to  libraries  over  the  nation, 
especially  books  the  blind  themselves  select. 

5.  To  increase  Braille  music  publishing  activi- 
ties and  supply  needed  music  to  blind  musicians. 

From  the  $1,000,000  endowment  fund 
to  be  raised  between  1931  and  1936,  a 
permanent  endowment  fund  of  $600,000 
will  be  placed  in  trust,  with  a  large  Los 
Angeles  trust  company,  and  the  income 
will  be  used  to  publish  and  distribute 
Braille  books  and  magazines,  as  well  as 
assist  in  distributing  Braille  Bibles. 

The  Institute's  endowment  fund  has  re- 
ceived the  unqualified  endorsement  of  the 
Los  Angeles  Department  of  Social  Serv- 
ice, an  official  bureau  of  the  city  govern- 


ment, which  thoroughly  investigates  all 
fund-raising  projects.  This  endorsement 
practically  guarantees  that  the  cause  is 
worthy;  that  funds  will  be  spent  for  the 
purpose  intended  by  givers,  not  wasted 
in  expenses ;  and  that  the  finances  and 
management  have  been  looked  into,  and 
found  business-like. 


For  all  information,  write  or  telephone  The 
Trustees,  Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc.,  739 
North  Vermont  Avenue,  Los  Angeles,  California. 
Telephone  OLympia  1121. 


Spontaneous  Support  Given 

After   Investigating,   Lady  Physician 
Changes  Her  Will 

A  prominent  physician,  whose  life  has 
been  spent  in  ministering  to  the  unfor- 
tunates, on  investigating  the  wonderful 
work  being  done  by  the  Braille  Institute 
of  America,  Inc.,  through  a  friend  of  hers, 
immediately  put  a  codicil  in  her  Will,  mak- 
ing this  institution  beneficiary  for  a  sub- 
stantial sum,  and  then  called  its  manage- 
ment, informing  them  of  her  action.  She 
had  not  been  approached  by  anyone  con- 
nected with  the  work. 


"Light"  Guides  Club  Men 

Two  men  were  talking  over  their  estates 
in  one  of  the  larger  clubs  of  Los  Angeles. 
One  of  these  men  is  without  dependents, 
and  when  the  work  of  the  Braille  Institute 
was  explained  to  him  by  his  friend  who 
had  read  the  first  issue  of  "Light,"  he  im- 
mediately had  his  Will  drawn,  leaving  his 
entire  estate  to  benefit  the  blind  through 
the  Institute's  activities. 
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The  King  James  Bible  in  21    Braille  Volumes 

A   Seasonable  and  Appropriate  Gift 


JINGLE  bells  in  Brailleland,  heralding 
"good  tidings  of  great  joy"  to  the  blind, 
is  the  Yuletide  greeting  to  the  world 
in  this  issue  of  LIGHT  from  the  Braille 
Bible  Society. 

Only  comparatively  few  of  the  thou- 
sands of  blind  readers  possess  the  Holy 
Scriptures  in  Braille,  or  even  a  portion 
thereof. 

Truly,  Brailleland  is  a  fertile  field  for 
tillage  which  the  pioneer  and  his  plough 
have  scarcely  touched — a  field  "white  for 
the  harvest,"  and  the  golden  grain  is  not 
being  garnered,  for  laborers  in  this  field 
are  few. 

For  ten  years,  the  Braille  Bible  Society 
has  been  planting  the  Word  of  God  in 
Brailleland  as  best  it  could  with  the  funds 
available.  The  work  of  the  Society  em- 
braces universal  humanity.  Catholic,  Jew, 
and  Gentile  benefit  alike  through  its  mis- 
sionary services,  for  race,  color,  or  creed 
are  never  considered  when  making  free 
grants  of  Braille  Bibles  to  the  blind. 

Organized  in  1920,  the  Society  has  the 
distinction  of  publishing  the  FIRST  King 
James  version  of  the  Bible  in  revised 
Braille  for  the  use  of  the  blind.  It  also 
has  the  -distinction  of  being  the  only 
agency  in  the  world  whose  activities  are 
devoted  exclusively  to  supplying  the 
Scriptures  to  the  blind.  During  this  time 
over  11,000  volumes  of  the  Bible  in  Braille 
have  been  distributed  to  the  blind 
throughout  the  English-reading  world, 
free  or  at  prices  very  much  below  the 
non-profit  publishing  cost. 

The  King  James  Bible  in  Braille  forms 
21  volumes.  The  weight  of  this  Bible  is 
72  pounds;  the  size  of  each  volume  11x11 
inches ;  the  cost  of  producing  and  dis- 
tributing it  approximates  $163  per  copy. 
The  special  price  to  the  blind,  and  to  all 
agencies   and   institutions   conducting   li- 


braries for  the  blind,  is  only  $21  postpaid, 
or  $1  a  volume,  and  volumes  are  sold 
singly. 

The  New  Testament  binds  in  five  vol- 
umes as  follows  : 

St.   Matthew-St.  Mark 

St.  Luke-St.  John 

The  Acts-Romans 

1st  Corinthians-2nd  Timothy 

Titus- Revelation 

The    Old   Testament   binds    in    sixteen 
volumes  as  follows  : 


Genesis 

Exodus 

Leviticus 

Numbers 

Deuteronomy 

Joshua-Ruth 


1st  and  2nd  Chronicles 

Ezra-Job 

Psalms 

Proverbs-Solomon 

Isaiah 

Jeremiah- Lamentations 


1st  and  2nd  Samuel  Ezekiel 

1st  and  2nd  Kings  Daniel-Malachi 

What  greater  gladness  could  you  be- 
stow on  a  blind  reader  than  the  gift  of 
the  New  Testament  in  Braille?  A  very 
appropriate  gift  at  this  season  of  the  year ! 

The  Society,  with  the  assistance  of  con- 
tributing friends,  now  makes  it  possible 
for  you  to  be  the  bearer  of  "Good  tidings 
of  great  joy"  to  a  worthy  blind  reader  by 
contributing  a  $5  bill  for  the  purpose.  If 
you  do  not  have  a  blind  friend  or  acquaint- 
ance, send  the  $5  bill  to  the  Society,  and 
it  will  place  the  gift  for  you.  Or  even  $1 
will  supply  one  volume  to  some  reader 
who  is  unable  to  buy  it. 

The  work  of  distributing  Bibles  to  the 
blind  is  in  its  infancy.  As  the  Society  has 
no  other  resources  than  the  generosity  of 
the  public  to  meet  the  steadily  increasing 
demand,  substantial  contributions  must  be 
forthcoming.  Support  to  the  extent  of 
your  ability  will  be  appreciated.  Address 
your  contribution  to  Braille  Bible  Society. 
739  North  Vermont  Avenue,  Los  Angeles, 
California.  Further  information  will  be 
furnished  on  request,  and  a  receipt  for 
your  contribution  mailed  promptly. 
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What  Do  Ye  Lack  for  Christmas?" 


If  It's  a  Problem  of  Presents,  You  Can  Get  Help 
from   the    Industrial   Work  Shop  for   the   Blind 


SANTA  CLAUS  will  no  more  wait  on 
any  man  or  woman  than  time  or  tide. 
So,  if  you  get  in  a  jam  with  Santa, 
at  the  last  minute,  let  the  blind  give  you 
a  helping  hand.  Why  be  hot  and  bothered 
about  what  to  give,  when  the  Industrial 
Work  Shop  for  the  Blind,  Los  Angeles, 
has  a  storeroom  full  of  things  suitable  for 
gifts  to  everybody? 

For  instance — baskets.  You  can  have 
them  in  fibre,  rattan,  reed  and  grass,  in 
every  size  and  shape,  for  home  or  busi- 
ness, everything  from  floral  and  candy 
baskets  to  heavy-duty  hampers — and  you 
can  have  them  made  to  order  if  you  desire. 

Then  rugs — a  full  line  of  hand-loomed 
rugs  are  ready  to  choose  from,  or  your 
order  will  be  taken  for  special  patterns 
and  sizes. 

Furniture  and  mattresses,  in  stock,  and 
to  order,  with  caning  and  repair  work. 
And  brushes  and  brooms  of  all  kinds,  from 


the  different  types  used  around  the  home, 
to  janitors'  supplies. 

How  about  having  your  favorite  tennis 
racket  re  strung — or  having  this  done  for 
a  tennis-loving  friend,  as  a  Christmas  sur- 
prise ? 

This  work  shop  is  a  California  state  in- 
stitution, located  at  1240  West  Pico  Street, 
Los  Angeles  (telephone  PRospect  5858). 

Started  in  January,  1930,  with  eight 
workers,  it  now  has  forty — and  wants  to 
provide  for  sixty.  It  was  established  to 
provide  a  place  and  system  where  the 
blind  can  be  trained  in  making  useful  ar- 
ticles, on  a  piece  work  basis.  They  fol- 
low their  own  chosen  work  without  any 
expense  to  themselves,  and  get  all  the 
profits,  the  State  of  California  paying  all 
overhead  expenses.  Cost  of  labor  and  ma- 
terial is  all  that  is  charged  for  any  prod- 
uct. Many  of  the  blind,  through  their 
earnings,  support  their  families,  in  part 
at  least.  Efforts  are  made  to  pay  the 
maximum  earning  wage,  and  money  is 
lost  on  some  articles,  to  give  the  blind 
work. 

This  work  shop  has  three  sighted  teach- 
ers, a  storekeeper  and  sales  representative, 
also  sighted,  a  chauffeur  (handicapped), 
janitor  (partially  blind)  and  one  blind 
salesman.  The  building  was  remodelled 
and  decorated  by  the  Frank  Wiggins 
Trade  School.  The  blind  are  given  work 
upon  which  they  can  make  money  from 
the  start — that  means  from  the  second 
day,  in  many  cases.  If  a  product  is  not 
first  class,  it  is  sold  as  a  "second,"  and 
the  maker  is  encouraged  to  keep  on.  The 
shop  works  a  five-and-a  half-day  week, 
and  blind  students  must  have  an  estab- 
lished residence  in  California  of  at  least 
one  year. 

Co-operation  is  needed  for  this  self- 
respecting  institution,  and  the  staff  and 
workers  will  be  glad  of  an  opportunity  to 
co-operate  with  the  public  in  any  way  to 
increase  the  sale  of  their  products. 
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What-  You  Get-  For  Your  Three-Dollar  Subscription 
To  This  Magazine,  "Light" 

Blind  people  say  that  their  big  handicap  is  in  the  misunder- 
standing of  sighted  people ! 

LIGHT  is  a  new  magazine  for  sighted  people,  to  aid  in 
understanding  the  blind.  A  success  magazine  about  the  blind, 
if  you  please ! 

Cheerful,  constructive — no  "sob  stuff."  LIGHT  is  pub- 
lished eight  times  a  year,  advertising  pays  the  cost,  the  sub- 
scription is  Three  Dollars  a  year. 

Your  subscription  begins  to  remove  some  of  the  handicap 
right  away,  because  you  will  meet  blind  people,  just  as  they 
are,  in  these  pages. 

On  top  of  that,  your  money  will  immediately  buy  a  free 
subscription  to  "The  March  of  Events"  or  "The  Braille 
Mirror"  for  a  blind  reader  who  needs  such  magazines. 

JUST  FILL  OUT  AND  MAIL  THE  COUPON  BELOW 

BRAILLE  INSTITUTE  OF  AMERICA,  Inc. 
739  N.  Vermont  Ave.,  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

Gentlemen:  Enclosed  find  check  (or  money  order)  in  the  sum  of  $ 

as  payment  for subscriptions  to  "LIGHT".  Enter  subscription  in 

the  name  of: 

Name 


Address. 


City. 


State. 


(NOTE:  If  more  than  one  subscription  is  desired,  names  and  addresses  of  persons  to  receive  same 
may  be  written  on  a  separate  sheet,  and  enclosed  with  your  remittance.) 
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Do  You  Think  I  Could  Become  a  Doctor?" 


And  the  Answer,  "Yes,   It  Has  Been   Done," 
Started  a  Blinded  Boy  on  His  Successful  Career 

By  JOHN  MAPPELBECK 


IT  happened  in  the  Land  of  Not-So- 
Long  Ago.  A  country  boy  was  help- 
ing his  Dad  with  a  typical  country 
job — refilling  shotgun  shells.  They  had 
the  powder,  and  the  shot,  and  the  caps, 
and  the  wads — and  something  happened. 
The  loose  powder  ignited,  and  burned  in 
one  huge  instantaneous  flash,  doing  no 
harm,  because  it  was  not  confined. 

No  harm,  except  that  the  boy's  eyes 
were  seared,  and  his  eyesight  destroyed. 
It  was  in  a  small  Illinois  town,  the  boy 
was  eleven,  and  a  fine,  tall,  athletic,  Now- 
I -want-to-know  country  boy,  with  the 
problem  of  finding  out  what  a  suddenly- 
blinded  boy  could  do. 

Dr.  Homer  J.  Arnold  is  a  fine,  tall, 
athletic  young  man  today,  with  eyes  that 
are  not  deformed,  and  which  look  at  you 
reflectively  as  he  speaks. 

And  as  a  downtown  osteopathic  physi- 
cian, with  an  office  in  the  Detwiler  Build- 
ing, facing  Pershing  Square,  he  has  a  good 
practice,  and  is  a  well-known  man,  a 
citizen  of  Los  Angeles  the  past  fifteen 
years.  He  is  a  director  in  the  California 
Society  for  the  Blind. 

After  the  accident  by  which  he  lost 
his  eyesight,  the  boy  had  typhoid,  and 
was  slow  in  recovery.  An  osteopathic  doc- 
tor gave  him  treatment  which  restored  his 
strength,  and  this  treatment,  so  different 
from  medicine,  impressed  the  lad. 

"Do  you  think  that  a  blind  person  could 
learn  to  be  an  osteopath?"  he  asked,  and 
the  doctor — who  had  become  a  fine  friend 
— said  that  he  not  only  believed  it,  but 
that  he  had  seen  a  blind  student  do  it,  as 
a  member  of  his  own  class  at  the  osteo- 
pathic college. 

"From  that  time  on,"  said  Dr.  Arnold, 
the  other  clay,  when  seen  at  his  office,  "I 
had  the  advantage  of  knowing  what  I 
wanted  to  do.  and  life  was  not  -what  I'd 
call  a  problem.  At  the  time  of  my  acci- 
dent, I  was  in  the  sixth  grade  at  school. 


I  went  to  the  Illinois  State  School  for  the 
Blind,  and  when  I  finished  there,  came  to 
California  with  a  relative  who  was  com- 
ing to  enter  an  osteopathic-  college  here. 

"Climate?  Yes,  I  expected  to  find  the 
Southern  California  climate  pleasant,  but 
my  chief  reason  for  coming  was,  that 
there  was  then  a  small  college  here,  and 
it  seemed  as  though  I  would  be  able  to 
learn  my  profession  better,  with  more 
personal  attention  from  teachers,  than  I 
might  get  in  a  larger  school. 

"That  was  in  1911,  and  after  four  years 
I  graduated,  and  went  to  Tampa,  Florida, 
to  practice — and  in  fifteen  months  took  in 
only  a  few  hundred  dollars. 

"No,  my  blindness  was  not  a  handicap 
with  patients,  particularly.  It  was  just  the 
experience  of  the  young  doctor,  I  suppose, 
and  perhaps  the  locality  I  had  chosen  for 
a  start.  But  mostly  it  was  myself — I  had 
still  to  really  learn  my  trade ! 

"Also,  at  that  time,  state  laws  had  not 
provided  for  osteopathic  practitioners, 
and  it  was  due  to  the  undeveloped  condi- 
tion of  the  California  law  at  the  time  that 
I  went  awa)r  to  hang  up  my  shingle. 

"Well,  I  took  a  post-graduate  course  in 
Chicago,  and  then  went  to  New  York 
State,  "where  the  laws  were  still  in  a  state 
of  evolution,  and  for  a  year  I  practised 
under  the  conditions  imposed  by  the  law, 
and  it  was  the  making  of  me.  Then  I 
came  back  to  California,  and  have  been 
in  practice  here  ever  since. 

"Do  people  hesitate  to  place  themselves 
under  a  blind  doctor?  Maybe  some  people 
do.  There  really  isn't  any  way  of  telling, 
because  if  they  will  not  have  a  blind  doc- 
tor, then  they  do  not  cometo  see  him,  and 
the  doctor  doesn't  know  about  their  feel- 
ing in  the  matter. 

"In  my  experience,  there  are  many  peo- 
ple who  prefer  a  blind  doctor.  Just  lately, 
1  had  an  example,  in  a  well-to-do  man, 
newly  arrived  in  California,  coming  here 
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Dr.  Homer  J.  Arnold 

to  live,  who  had  had  an  osteopath  back 
East,  and  wanted  to  find  one  here — a 
'good  man,'  as  people  say,  when  they  are 
looking  for  a  new  doctor.  Somebody  told 
him  about  me,  and  he  declared,  'That  is 
just  the  kind  of  doctor  I  want !  I  can  have 
confidence  in  him,'  and  now  he  is  one  of 
my  patients,  with  his  family. 

"His  confidence  is  based  upon  the  rea- 
soning that,  as  diagnosis  and  treatment 
are    all    carried    out   with    the    hands,    in 


osteopathy,  and  a  blind  doctor  has  to  de- 
pend upon  his  hands  to  a  greater  extent 
than  a  sighted  practitioner,  the  blind  doc- 
tor must  be  more  skilful.  However  true 
that  may  be,  or  otherwise — it  is  certainly 
something  that  depends  upon  the  indi- 
vidual ! — I  find  it  a  real  influence  with 
patients. 

"As  far  as  actual  practice  is  concerned, 
there  are  a  few  things  that  the  blind 
osteopath  cannot  do,  because  sight  is  re- 
quired, but  these  are  easily  attended  to 
by  others. 

"I  have  been  happy  in  my  work,  and 
successful  after  the  brief  delay  in  getting 
started,  and  if  I  were  a  boy  again,  making 
my  decision  all  over,  I'd  follow  the  same 
course.  It  was  an  advantage,  compared 
with  those  blinded  later  in  life,  that  I  had 
to  meet  such  a  problem  while  I  was  young, 
and  adaptable,  and  I  had  the  benefit  of 
special  education  while  young,  and  that 
helps  a  lot. 

"Yet  to  those  who  may  meet  the  same 
problem  in  later  years,  I  would  say,  'Do 
not  be  discouraged,  or  make  your  handi- 
cap loom  up  too  large.  Take  stock  of  the 
things  that  you  have  left,  your  intelli- 
gence, and  experience,  and  acquaintance. 
These  can  be  adapted  to  a  new  way  of 
life,  and  work.  It  is  a  matter  of  patience, 
and  cheerfulness.  Success  will  be  worth 
a  great  deal  to  you,  in  your  own  estima- 
tion. And  with  so  many  interested  people 
giving  attention  to  the  problems  of  the 
blind,  both  sighted  and  sightless  friends, 
the  facilities  for  conquering  success  are 
greater  every  year,  and  the  field  of  ambi- 
tion open  to  the  blind  is  steadily  widen- 
ing-'." 


Naclite,  Model  101-C.  Con- 
trolled at  finger  touch  from 
instrument  board  (not  through 
corner  post)  yet  retains  posi- 
tion at  any  speed.  Stunning, 
necessary — adds  a  tone  of  rich- 
ness to  any  car. 


Give  a  USEFUL  Gift  this  Xmas 

The  NACLITE  Line 

Spotlites,  Roadlites  and  Road  Scouts  (turning  lights),  all 
equipped  with  the  famous  NACLITE  amber,  fog-piercing 
lens,  is  positively  the  De  Luxe  Line  of  auxiliary  Auto  Light- 
ing Equipment.  NACLITES  harmonize  perfectly  with  mod- 
ern head  lamp  design.  If  your  dealer  cannot  supply  you  call 
or  see  us  BEFORE  Christmas. 

National  Accessories  Corp.,  Inc. 

(FACTORY) 
516  W.  VERNON  ADams  9610 
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Our  First  "Get  Together"  Dinner 

New  Activities  Started  at  the  Banquet 
of  the  California  Society  for  the  Blind 


THE  first  real  "get  together"  dinner 
of  blind  people  and  those  interested 
in  their  advancement,  was  held  at 
the  Alexandria,  Los  Angeles,  November 
6,  and  was  successful  beyond  the  expecta- 
tions of  those  who  organized  it.  About 
two  hundred  persons  listened  to  a  pro- 
gram made  up  of  music  and  speeches, 
and  many  aspects  of  work  for  the  blind 
were  discussed  by  blind  leaders,  repre- 
sentatives from  blind  organizations  and 
Braille  clubs,  sighted  persons  engaged  in 
organization  work  for  the  blind,  and 
officials  from  institutions  for  the  blind. 

This  dinner  was  planned  by  the  Cali- 
fornia Society  for  the  Blind,  first  brought 
into  being  four  years  ago,  and  incorpo- 
rated in  March,  1931,  as  a  non-profit  in- 
stitution under  California's  laws.  Its  scope 
is  state  wide,  but  thus  far,  due  to  lack  of 
funds,  its  activities  have  been  confined 
chiefly  to  the  ^Southern  region. 

Isolated  and  newly-blind  people  are 
helped  to  extend  their  acquaintance,  and 
keep  up  with  current  affairs,  through 
weekly  or  bi-monthly  meetings  of  the 
Cheery  Chase  Club.  Sighted  people  pick 
up  blind  people  in  their  cars,  and  take 
them  to  sectional  meetings,  where  music, 
readings  and  discussions  are  heard. 
Dances  and  picnics  are  also  sponsored. 
The  idea  of  mixed  gatherings  of  blind  and 
sighted  persons  is  a  happy  one. 

This  Society's  chief  object  is  the  co- 
ordination of  work  for  the  blind,  to  elimi- 
nate duplication;  make  funds  go  further; 
add  to  funds ;  aid  in  administration  of 
state  and  county  activities  ;  help  solve  the 
home  problems  of  the  blind,  protect  them, 
set  them  up  in  small  businesses,  assist  in 
education  and  rehabilitation,  and  provide 
for  the  sale  of  their  products.  One  project 
of  great  importance  just  now  is  promoting 
the  sale  of  merchandise  made  by  the  blind 
on  its  merits  as  such,  through  retail  sales 
rooms  in  the  principal  cities  of  the  state. 

At  present,  the  organization  is  sup- 
ported entirely  from  membership  dues 
and  pledges,  the  services  of  officers  and 
workers  being;  donated.  But  demands  for 


assistance  have  increased  so  greatly  that 
a  paid  manager  and  secretary  are  needed, 
with  possibly  assistant  secretaries  and 
offices  in  some  of  the  principal  cities. 

Many  blind  persons  in  California  are 
not  eligible  for  state  or  county  aid,  and 
the  Society  is  endeavoring  to  arrange  for 
their  assistance  and  care  through  Com- 
munity Chests  and  philanthropic  agencies. 

Attention  is  given  to  conservation  of 
sight,  and  investigations  are  made  of 
agencies  operating  on  behalf  of  the  blind, 
some  of  which  are  approved  as  worth}', 
while  others  have  been  checked  in  their 
activities. 

The  Society  has  nothing  but  praise  for 
the  work  being  done  by  Mrs.  Ruth 
Quinan,  and  the  San  Francisco  Associa- 
tion for  the  Blind,  through  its  industrial 
department,  called  "Blindcraft,"  which 
employs  about  seventy  blind  persons  on 
a  salary  basis  ;  and  for  the  splendid  work 
of  the  Industrial  Home  of  the  Adult 
Blind,  in  Oakland,  whose  workers  assist 
the  blind  in  their  own  homes.  These  ac- 
tivities should  be  better  known  to  the 
general  public. 

Anybody  interested  in  the  standing  of 
agencies  purporting"  to  operate  on  behalf 
of  the  blind  can  obtain  information  from 
the  Society  at  650  South  Grand  Avenue, 
Los  Angeles  (614  Quinby  Building). 
Officers  and  directors  are:  Kenneth  E. 
Marshall,  president;  Capt.  R.  B.  Parke, 
first  vice  president;  Mrs.  Anna  C.  Stiles, 
second  vice  president ;  George  E.  Chase, 
secretary  and  treasurer;  Edward  Klein - 
man,  Mrs.  Grace  Golden,  Mrs.  Ruth 
Ouinan,  C.  Fred  Pearson,  Dr.  Homer  J. 
Arnold,  George  \Y.  Nix  and  Henry  C.  Hill. 


In  1924,  the  first  and  only  complete  version 
of  the  King  James  Bible  in  the  new  system 
Braille,  up  to  that  time,  was  completed  in  Los 
Angeles,   in  21  volumes. 


Hundreds  of  hard-working  blind,  in  little 
towns,  write  and  tell  us  about  their  reading 
tastes,  when  renewing  subscriptions  to  our 
Braille  magazines.  And  some  write  and  say  they 
would  like  to  subscribe,  but  cannot  afford  it.  To 
these  last,  we  send  a  Braille  magazine  free,  for 
each  subscription  to  this  magazine,  "Light,"  a 
fine  thing:  for  the  industrious  blind. 
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—  See  Page  11  — 


Want  to  know  some  movie  actors?  Turn  to  Page  4  and  meet  these  blind  children, 
who  appear  in  the  new  picture  "A  Symphony  in  Six  Million." 

— Radio-Keith-Orpheum  photo 


Contents  for  April,  1932 


A   Strange   Country — Editorial 3 

Regular  Actors  and  Regular  Fellows, 

by  James  H.  Collins 4 

Problem — Find  a  Career  for  This  Boy, 

by  Carlyle  Hoadley 6 

Red  Cross  Reading  for  the  Blind, 

by  G.  E.  Wilton       8 

We  Also  Have  Our  Five-Year  Plan  ...  10 
Braille  Bible  Need  Greater  Than  Ever     .     .11 

A  Broad  Welfare  Program 12 

News  of  the  Blind 13 

Robbins  Loves  Writing — And  Humanity  .  14 
1931  Reviewed  at  Yearly  Meeting  .  .  .  .15 
Take  a  Minute  to  Tune-In  on  My  Mail, 

by  The   Subscription  Man 16 


THE  BRAILLE  INSTITUTE  of  AMERICA,  Inc. 


BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES 

Robert  A.  Odell,  President 

J.  Robert  Atkinson.  Vice  President  and  Manager 

W.  H.  Kindig,  Secretary 

Arthur  L.  Sonderegger,  Treasurer 


Frank   Meline 

John  A.  McNaughton 

Mrs.  E.  A.   Melczer 

Alberta  B.  Atkinson 

Kenneth  E.   Marshall 


PUBLICATION  COMMITTEE 
Thomas  C.  Higgins,  State  Library,  Saginaw,  Mich. 
Mrs.  Fanny  Howley,  Seattle  Public  Library. 
Edward  M.  Peterson,   Chicago  Public  Library. 
Miss  Mary  C.  Chamberlain,  New  York  State  Public 

Library,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
Miss  Annie  E.   Carson,    Cleveland   Public   Library. 
Miss  Linda  A.  Eastman,  Cleveland  Public  Library. 
Mrs.    Grace    D.    Davis,    Lathrop    Branch    Library, 

Detroit,   Mich. 
John  H.  Ralls,  Cincinnati  Public  Library. 
Miss    Mary    Esther    Sawyer,    Perkins    Institution, 

Watertown,  Mass. 
Miss    Georgia    D.    Trader,    Clovernook    Home    for 

Blind,  Mt.  Healthy,  Ohio. 


The  Story  of  the  Braille  Institute 

IN  1912,  a  Montana  cowboy  lost  his  sight  by 
accident,   almost   instantly.   Always   a   reader, 

he  mastered  Braille,  and  then  looked  around 
for  books  that  would  help  him  to  a  business 
education.  Nobody  was  publishing  such  books, 
nor  did  the  blind  have  magazines  to  keep  them 
posted  on  the  world's  affairs. 

Starting  in  a  garage  back  of  his  Los  Angeles 
home,  in  1920,  J.  Robert  Atkinson  made  a  be- 
ginning with  the  Universal  Braille  Press,  print- 
ing books  on  machinery  partly  of  his  own  in- 
vention. Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  M.  Longyear, 
philanthropists,  aided  him   financially. 

In  1926  he  started  the  first  secular  Braille 
magazine  in  this  country,  the  "Braille  Mirror," 
dealing  with  current  affairs.  In  1930  the  "March 
of  Events"  was  added,  in  co-operation  with  the 
"World's  Work."  These  magazines  have  proved 
popular  with  the  blind,  and  others  are  needed. 

In  1929  the  Braille  Institute  of  America  was 
incorporated  under  the  laws  of  California,  to 
finance  reading  matter  for  the  blind,  through 
an  endowment  fund,  deposited  under  a  trust, 
with  a  strong  financial  institution.  The  Braille 
press  is  now  the  manufacturing  department  of 
the  Institute,  both  being  operated  on  a  non- 
profit basis. 

The  magazines  published  by  the  Braille  Insti- 
tute are  read  by  blind  subscribers  all  over  the 
United  States,  and  by  many  blind  readers  in  for- 
eign countries  as  well.  The  Braille  books  pub- 
lished by  this  institution  are  deposited  in  libraries 
over  the  whole  country,  and  also  other  lands. 

So  the  work  of  the  Braille  Institute  of  America 
is  broadly  national,  and  international,  in  the  in- 
terests of  blind  persons  everywhere,  and  is  non- 
sectarian,  and  truly  humanitarian. 

Visitors  are  always  welcome  at  the  Braille 
Institute,  and  its  printing  plant,  741  North  Ver- 
mont Avenue,  Los  Angeles — telephone  OLym- 
pia  1121.  The  story  of  these  institutions,  told 
more  fully,  will  be  mailed  to  any  reader  who 
asks  for  it. 
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A  Strange  Country 

By  JAMES   H.  COLLINS 


WHEN  H.  G.  Wells  was  pure- 
ly a  romancer,  he  wrote  a 
tale  about  a  hidden  Country 
of  the  Blind,  where  the  people  had 
never  known  sight.  By  chance,  a 
sighted  stranger  penetrated  this 
country,  and  proceeded  to  test  the 
proverb,  "In  a  country  of  the  blind 
a  one-eyed  man  is  king." 

But  it  soon  turned  out  that  he  was 
a  badly  handicapped  man. 

These  isolated  people  had  devel- 
oped hearing,  touch  and  smell  to 
degrees  that  made  his  single  trained 
sense  of  sight  inferior.  Their  world 
was  arranged  without  knowledge  of 
sight,  so  that  they  worked  during 
the  cool  nights,  and  slept  in  the 
hot   day. 

When  the  stranger  tried  to  rule 
by  force,  they  quickly  combined  and 
conquered  him.  When  he  tried  to 
establish  his  superiority  by  telling 
them  he  could  "see,"  they  gravely 
discussed  his  claims,  and  decided 
that  he  was  either  an  under-devel- 
oped human,  a  "moron,"  or  perhaps 
just — cuckoo ! 

He  fell  in  love  with  a  maiden  of 
this  strange  country,  and  its  wise 
men  ruled  that  he  might  marry  her 
if  their  surgeons  were  first  permitted 
to   remove   those   abnormal   organs 


he  called  "eyes,"  which  seemed  to 
be  the  cause  of  his  eccentricities.  An 
operation,  and  marriage,  might  turn 
him  into  a  rational  human  being, 
they  maintained. 

Finally,  he  escaped,  to  perish  in 
the  snows  above  the  strange  country 
of  the  blind. 

*     *    * 

Turn  this  story  around,  sighted 
reader,  and  you  see  every  blind  per- 
son as  one  who  has  accidentally 
blundered  into  a  strange  country  of 
maladjustment  and  misunderstand- 
ing. 

Apart  from  a  slight  difference  in 
their  means  of  perception,  blind  men 
and  women  are  as  capable  as  sighted 
persons — often  more  acute  through 
special  training  of  hearing,  touch  and 
memory. 

In  Mr.  Wells'  story,  a  little  ad- 
justment would  have  helped  the 
sighted  stranger  get  along  very  well, 
and  introduced  a  new  faculty  into 
the  country  of  the  blind. 

On  the  same  principle,  just  a  lit- 
tle consideration  for  the  blind  in  our 
own  strange  country,  and  the  neces- 
sary adjustments  in  special  books, 
periodicals,  training  and  opportuni- 
ties, will  transform  the  blind  into 
human  assets  and  happy  human 
beings. 
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Regular  Actors  and  Regular  Fellows 

A  Pleasant  Surprise  for  Hollywood  When  Blind 
Children  Are  Cast  in  a  New  Fannie  Hurst  Picture 

By  JAMES  H.  COLLINS 


T 


HE  most  sacred  place  in  Holly- 
wood— a  sound  stage.  Guarded  on 
all  sides  by  studio  police,  who  chal- 
lenge us.  But  we  have  a  magic  pass-word  : 

"We  are  with  the  blind  children !" 

It  lets  us  past  a  dozen  guards,  and 
brings  us  to  a  battered  tin  door,  like  the 
back  door  of  a  pants  factory,  the  last 
portal  in  the  world  at  which  anybody 
would  think  of  saying,  "Open  sesame !" 
But  it  opens,  and  here  we  are,  right  on 
a  Radio-Keith-Orpheum  sound  stage. 

And  it  is  as  big  as  Robin  Hood's  barn. 
And  very,  very  exclusive  !  You  see,  talkies 
have  to  be  made  in  a  quiet  atmosphere, 
and  so  there  are  not  more  than  fifty  peo- 
ple in  the  place.  When  apparatus  is  to  be 
shifted,  about  fifty  more  appear. 

They  used  to  muffle  up  the  sound  stage, 
and  the  actors,  but  now  they  merely  put 
the  cameras  and  other  equipment  into 
sound-proof  booths,  and  a  lot  of  noise, 
including  the  old  wheezy  movie  music  of 
fiddle  and  melodion,  goes  on  outside  the 
range  of  the  microphones. 


In  one  corner  of  the  stage,  we  see  a 
school  room,  with  desks  and  everything 
— even  flowers  for  Teacher.  Only,  it  is  a 
school  for  blind  kiddies,  and  so  some  of  the 
fittings  are  different.  School  is  "in."  The 
blind  pupils  are  busy  with  their  lessons, 
and  Teacher  is  most  attractive,  being  no 
less  a  personage  than  Irene  Dunn.  It  is  all 
so  natural  that  you  soon  forget  the  batter- 
ies of  cameras,  lights  and  microphones 
aimed  at  this  school  to  catch  every  word 
and  wiggle. 

*     *     * 

"No,  Betty,  not  chrysanthemums — try 
again,"  chides  teacher,  and  blind  Betty 
Thompson  again  fingers  and  smells  a  bowl 
of  flowers.  "Oh,  I  know — they're  carna- 
tions !"  she  exclaims,  and  Teacher  answers, 
"That's  right,  carnations — now  you  try, 
Jill."  As  blind  Jill  Peden  walks  toward 
the  flowers  on  the  table,  a  blind  boy  rises 
with  a  question :  "Teacher,  why  doesn't 
Doctor  Klauber  come  here  any  more?" 
The  teacher  catches  her  breath.  "Why — 
George "    she    hesitates,    "you    know 


"Here's  what  we  shoot  tomorrow,"  says  Mr.  La  Cava,  reading  the  script  to  Irene   Dunn,  Ricardo 
Cortez  and  the  blind  children — from  left  to  right  they  are  Melba  Saylo,  Betty  Clark,  Franklin  Pear- 
son, George  Binning,  Ray  Eleanor  Kent,  Betty  Thompson  and  Jill  Peden. 

— Radio-Keith-Orpheum  photo 
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Doctor  Klauber  is — a  very  busy  man." 
Just  then  Jill  announces,  "They're  gera- 
niums." Teacher  echoes,  wistfully,  with  a 
far-away  look,  "Yes — geraniums !" 

Thus,  you  discover  that  Teacher  has 
some  kind  of  crush  on  this  Doctor  Klau-. 
ber,  whoever  he  may  be,  and  geraniums 
bring  tender  memories,  and  this  is  a  talkie 
scene  in  rehearsal.  In  the  finished  picture 
it  will  last  maybe  forty  seconds,  just  a 
little  bitty  piece.  Yet  it  is  an  intelligible 
part  of  a  story. 

"Lock  up !"  calls  the  director,  a  huge 
barn  door  is  closed,  people  not  in  the 
scene  move  back  and  keep  quiet,  the  lights 
are  turned  up  full  glare,  the  noiseless  mo- 
tors start,  and  the  scene  is  played  to  the 
cameras  and  microphones  with  such  brisk- 
ness that  you  would  never  suspect  all  the 
actors  of  being  amateurs,  except  one. 

Yet  only  Miss  Dunn  is  a  professional. 
The  boys  and  girls  in  this  make-believe 
school  are  all  children  from  a  Los  Angeles 
public  school  where  the  blind  are  taught. 

"A  Symphony  in  Six  Million"  is  the  pic- 
ture, from  a  story  by  Fannie  Hurst.  When 
it  was  cast,  R-K-O  asked  the  counsel  of 
the  Braille  Institute  of  America  in  select- 
ing blind  children  for  the  school  room 
scenes,  and  technical  supervision  of  the 
special  apparatus  needed  as  "props."  After 
screen  tests,  eight  children  were  chosen — 
Betty  Clarke,  Betty  Thompson,  Jill  Peden, 
Ray  Eleanor  Kent,  Melba  Saylo,  George 
Binning,  Ward  Roberts  and  Franklin 
Pearson.  The  children  played  their  parts 
in  their  everyday  clothes,  and  were  prac- 
tically at  school,  except  George  Binning. 
George  had  some  real  acting  in  scenes 
with  Miss  Dunn  and  Ricardo  Cortez,  who 
played  Doctor  Klauber.  About  the  time 
this  article  appears,  you  will  be  able  to 
see  the  film  in  R-K-0  theatres. 

"I  had  some  misgivings  about  the  blind 
children — before  they  came,"  confessed 
Gregory  La  Cava,  who  directed  the  pic- 
ture. "It  seemed  as  though  this  was  a 
depressing  episode,  which  we  would  have 
to  pass  over  as  lightly  as  possible. 

"But  the  children  changed  all  that ! 
They  proved  to  be  regular  little  men  and 
women,  absolutely  normal  in  everything 
except  sight,  and  interesting  to  work  with 
every  minute  they  were  here." 

If  Mr.  La  Cava  had  misgivings,  how 
about  a  blind  kid's  misgivings  over  a 
movie  director,  with  puttees  and  mega- 
phone? 


Let  us  pause,  and  give  Mr.  La  Cava  an 
even  break. 

Maybe  there  are  movin'  pitcher  direc- 
tors who  still  bark  orders  through  a  paste- 
board trumpet,  but  he  is  not  the  type. 
When  you  meet  him,  you  look  at  his  ears, 
to  see  if  they  are  pointed.  That  would 
show  fairy  blood.  If  Peter  Pan  had  grown 
up,  and  come  to  Hollywood  to  direct  pic- 
tures, he  would  be  like  Mr.  La  Cava,  who 
has  the  same  spirit  of  adventure,  and 
seems  to  expect  Captain  Hook  to  come 
around  the  corner  any  minute. 

"It  has  done  me  good  to  work  with 
them,"  he  added,  "and  I'll  miss  them  when 
we  are  through  with  those  scenes.  Our 
first  instinct,  when  we  hear  about  the 
blind,  is  to  pity  them,  but  that's  a  mistake. 
Pity  won't  help  them,  and  these  blind 
girls  and  boys  certainly  do  not  feel  sorry 
for  themselves.  They  do  not  want  sym- 
pathy, but  a  chance  to  show  what  they 
can  do  in  a  normal  world.  They  have  been 
quick  to  catch  the  spirit  of  every  scene, 
and  free  from  self-consciousness  in  acting 
their  parts,  and  I  am  just  going  to  miss 
them,  that's  all!" 

And  in  the  very  next  scene  that  was 
taken,  the  blind  children  showed  how 
quick  they  could  be,  because  it  was  a 
scene  in  which  the  school  janitor  appears 
with  his  pail  and  mop,  and  Miss  Dunn 
says,  "You're  early,  Bill — come  back  in 
half  an  hour,"  and  in  taking  it  over  and 
over,  as  a  whole,  and  in  parts,  she  once 
called  the  janitor  "George,"  and  the  blind 
children  corrected  her  instantly,  in  chorus, 
as  soon  as  the  cameras  stopped.  And  what 
a  laugh  there  was  when  George  called  the 
star  "Irene,"  which  was  maybe  a  breach 
of  manners,  and  maybe  a  tribute  to  her 
friendliness. 

You  would  certainly  have  found  a 
"kick"  in  going  along  with  the  blind  kids 
to  see  their  "rushes."  Those  are  the  scenes 
taken  the  day  before,  and  they  crowded 
into  a  little  theatre,  and  listened  for  their 
own  voices,  and  one  would  protest,  "Aw — 
I  don't  sound  like  that!"  and  the  others 
would  insist,  "Yes,  that's  just  the  way 
you  spoke."  For  it  is  a  disheartening  ex- 
perience to  hear  yourself  speak  for  the 
first  time,  as  you  can  discover  by  talking 
into  a  dictaphone. 

Make  a  note  to  see  "A  Symphony  in  Six 
Million." 

Because,  now  you  know  some  of  the 
actors ! 
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Problem — Find  a  Career  For  This  Boy 

Blind,    in    the    Wilderness,    No    School   Until    17 — 
What  Can  He  Do?  Prescribe — and  See  What  He  Did 

By  CARLYLE  HOADLEY 


HERE'S  a  new  game.  Let  us  call  it 
"Careers" — or   maybe   "Obstacles" 
would  be  just  as  good  a  name.  And 
we  play  it  this  way : 

I  will  give  you  the  facts  about  Remi 
Deranleau's  life.  Then  you  can  plan  a 
career  for  him.  Im- 
agine yourself  in  his 
place,  if  you  want  to, 
and  tell  yourself 
what  you  would  do. 
Then  I  will  tell  you 
what  Remi  Deran- 
leau  made  out  of  his 
own  facts. 

Today,  at  sixty- 
six,  after  a  life  spent 
in  country  neighbor- 
hoods, and  begin- 
ning in  hard  pioneer 
days,  Remi  Deran- 
leau  has  interesting 
work,  and  hundreds 
of  friends,  has  earned 
sufficient  to  make 
himself  independent, 
and  has  enough 
cheerfulness  and 
courage  to  divide 
with  others,  besides 
a  keen  interest  in 
current  affairs,  books 
and  life  around  him. 
How  little  he  had  to 
start  with,  you  may 
judge  from  the  facts  : 

Back  in  the  early 
1870's,  when  Minne- 
sota was  Indian  country,  a  French-Cana- 
dian forester  moved  to  that  edge  of  civil- 
ization, bringing  a  little  blind  son,  who 
was  Remi  Deranleau,  born  in  1866.  At 
three,  the  little  boy  had  lost  his  eyesight 
from  smallpox,  which  also  left  him  with 
a  shrunken  rigfht  arm. 

Other  children  came — a  brother  and 
two  sisters.  Pere  Deranleau  worked  hard, 
on  his  heavily  timbered  homestead,  but 
lost  money  saved  in  Canada,  and  there 
was  no  special  education  for  little  Remi 
— the  blind  boy  did  not  have  a  chance  to 


Remi  Deranleau  ready  for  the  road  with 
his  tuning  kit  and  his  wife. 


go  to  school  at  all  until  he  was  seventeen. 
Remi  had  no  playmates  except  his 
brother  and  sisters.  He  grew  up  speak- 
ing another  language  than  that  of  the 
pioneer  community,  for  French  was  used 
at  home.  Even  before  he  learned  to  read 
the  crude  raised  let- 
ter books  of  that  day, 
he  had  discovered 
that  his  interests 
were  intellectual  — 
but  how  was  he  to 
use  a  keen  thinking 
brain  to  make  a  liv- 
ing in  such  a  com- 
munity? Worse  yet 
— but  ultimately  bet 
ter  —  he  discovered 
that  he  loved  music, 
and  music  was  some- 
thing that  played  a 
very  small  part  in 
the  Northwest  fron- 
tier a  half- century 
ago. 

Today,  such  a  child 
would  enjoy  the  best 
music  by  radio, 
which  would  also  do 
iinuch  to  feed  his 
mind.  He  would 
benefit  by  special  ed- 
ucation. He  would 
have  access  to  Braille 
libraries.  He  could 
profit  by  the  advances 
that  the  ambitious 
blind  themselves 
have  made  in  the  past  generation.  He 
would  find  that  the  world  now  utilizes 
many  different  kinds  of  talent. 

But  fifty  years  ago,  the  problem  was 
very  different. 

What  would  have  been  your  advice  to 
this  blind  boy? 

"When  I  entered  school  at  Fairbault," 
says  Remi  Deranleau  himself,  "I  was 
about  seventeen,  and  knew  only  a  few 
words  of  the  English  language.  I  thought 
about  helping  my  parents,  because  by 
that  time  father  was  blind.    I  asked  the 
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brightest  scholars  for  advice,  and  asked 
what  has  become  of  bright  students  who 
had  gone  out  in  the  world,  and  they  sel- 
dom lived  up  to  the  promise  of  their 
school  days. 

"This  made  me  sad  for  a  while,  but  I 
would  think,  'Don't  give  up!  If  you  do, 
you  are  lost!'  And  it  has  been  the 
thoughts  in  my  mind  that  have  helped 
me,  and  my  faith  in  God's  help  when  my 
trials  seemed  beyond  my  strength.  I 
never  let  a  day  pass  without  having  some 
beautiful  thoughts." 

Remi's  first  job  was  in  a  music  store, 
where  he  learned  to  tune  pianos,  and  forty 
years  ago  he  moved  to  Rapid  City,  South 
Dakota  Territory,  and  ever  since  he  has 
tuned  the  pianos  for  miles  around,  and 
played  the  violin,  and  given  music  les- 
sons. At  first,  it  was  hard,  because  there 
were  few  pianos.  He  traveled  on  stage 
coaches,  or  was  passed  from  one  family 
to  another,  in  wagons,  on  horseback,  any 
way  to  get  there !  as  he  puts  it.  When  he 
reached  a  town,  his  fiddle  would  come 
out,  and  he  would  play  a  few  tunes  for 
"advertising,"  and  then  a  dance  would  be 
organized,  one  of  the  few  amusements 
known  to  the  settlers. 

But  it  was  hard.  Because,  at  times,  he 
would  travel  a  week  and  earn  only  a  dol- 
lar or  two.  Once,  his  receipts  for  forty 
days  were  only  four  dollars. 

However,  tuning  pianos  was  only  one 
of  his  services,  because  he  also  tuned 
people  while  he  worked  on  their  pianos. 
"Keeping  people  in  harmony,"  he  called 
that.  In  those  days,  even  as  now,  people 
thought  they  had  problems,  in  that  rough 
pioneer  country.  But  the  sight  of  the 
blind  piano  tuner,  and  his  cheerful  opti- 
mism, and  the  thought  of  how  much  he 
was  handicapped  in  comparison  with 
themselves,  would  cheer  them  up. 

Even  when  his  means  were  limited,  Mr. 
Deranleau  managed  to  buy  or  borrow 
Braille  books,  and  keep  up  with  the  world, 
so  that  he  brought  intellectual  wares  as 
well  as  a  cheerful  philosophy.  His  cus- 
tomers soon  became  his  friends,  and  to 
this  day  there  are  families  who  have  let 
nobody  else  touch  their  pianos,  and  who 
look   to   the   coming  of   the   blind   piano 

tuner  as  a  visit  from  an  old  friend. 

*     *     * 

By  and  by,  his  work  was  made  easier 
by  the  development  of  the  frontier,  and 
through  the  aid  of  a  loyal  helper — he 
married,  and  bought  a  team  of  horses, 
and  his  wife  drove  him  on  his  long  jour- 
neys,    150    miles     around     Rapid     City, 


through  rain,  snow  and  blizzards.  At  pres- 
ent, he  travels  by  automobile  with  Mr. 
Swift,  a  piano  salesman,  and  their  work 
fits  nicely  together. 

"And  at  times  when  I  feel  depressed," 
says  Mr.  Swift,  "I  think  of  what  my  blind 
companion  has  accomplished  in  the  world, 
and  am  ashamed  of  myself." 

Last  year,  which  was  not  a  good  year, 
he  tuned  600  pianos,  and  for  fifteen  years 
he  has  averaged  from  600  to  700  a  year. 
In  this  time,  he  has  traveled  20,000  to 
25,000  miles  a  year,  and  been  a  diligent 
reader  of  Braille  books  and  magazines, 
and  learned  typewriting,  and  improved 
his  French — he  still  likes  to  read  French. 
In  the  course  of  the  years  he  has  acquired 
renting  property  in  his  home  city,  and  he 
sometimes  talks  about  retiring  when  he 
reaches  seventy.  But  his  friends  say  that 
his  activity  will  then  lead  him  to  post- 
pone it. 

"I  often  say  to  myself  that  I  will  never 
give  up  until  I  am  called  beyond,"  he 
writes.  "I  have  no  fear  of  the  future  years. 
I  expect  to  have  many  and  some  perverse 
tests.  But  I  expect  to  come  out  winner 
every  time.  If  not,  I  will  stand  my  ground, 
and  meet  the  next  trial  with  the  deter- 
mination to  win — or  if  I  don't,  I  can  keep 
on  hoping  to  win  !" 
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Red  Cross  Reading  For  The  Blind 

Drawn  Into  Braille  During  the  War,  This  Or- 
ganization Still  Embosses  Special  Material 

By  G.  E.  WILTON 


LAST  summer,  a  blind  Japanese  came 
to  the  Braille  Institute  of  America, 
■  and  asked  the  cost  of  making  Braille 
copies  of  two  books  that  he  reads  and 
loves. 

"Only  one  copy  of  each  will  be  suffici- 
ent," he  said.  But  the  cost  for  one  copy  of 
a  press-print  Braille  book,  from  plates, 
would  be  prohibitive — almost  as  much  as 
for  a  regular  edition.  This  was  explained 
to  the  visitor,  Rev.  Tetsutaro  Kumagae, 
a  delegate  to  the  World  Conference  on 
Work  for  the  Blind,  and  now  a  student 
at  Drew  University.  Mr.  Kumagae  is  an 
English  scholar,  and  reads  English  Braille 
with  ease. 

Fortunately,  there  was  another  way  to 
help  him  get  his  cherished  books — by 
bringing  his  need  to  the  attention  of  the 
American  Red  Cross.  Since  1918,  when 
it  was  necessary  to  provide  reading  for 
blinded  soldiers  of  the  World  War,  the 
Red  Cross,  in  co-operation  with  the  Li- 
brary of  Congress,  has  organized  a  great 
corps  of  volunteer  Braillists,  among  its 
members,  who  transcribe  single  copies  of 
books  and  other  reading  matter  for  the 
use  of  blind  readers  and  students. 

Miss  Margaret  Barnard,  executive  sec- 
retary of  the  Los  Angeles  Chapter  of  the 
American  Red  Cross,  was  greatly  inter- 
ested in  Mr.  Kumagae's  desire  to  have 
copies  of  these  two  books,  and  volunteer 
Braillists  in  the  local  chapter  made  copies, 
the  Braille  Institute  undertaking  the  bind- 
ing as  its  contribution.  One  book,  "The 
Idea  of  God,"  by  Seth  Pringle  Pattinson, 
made  ten  volumes  in  Braille,  and  the 
other,  "Jesus  Christ  and  the  Human 
Quest,"  by  Edwin  Lewis,  ran  to  eight 
volumes.  The  binding  alone  cost  several 
times  as  much  as  ink-print  copies,  because 
the  Red  Cross  transcriptions  were  written 
on  single  leaves,  instead  of  being  in  folded 
folios,  as  are  press-printed  books,  and  so 
the  volumes  had  to  be  bound  leaf  by  leaf. 
Under  the  policy  of  the  Red  Cross,  these 
volumes  go  into  American  libraries  when 
Mr.  Kumagae  returns  to  Japan. 
*     *     * 

More  than  250  chapters  of  the  American 
Red  Cross  are  now"Organized  for  Braille," 
and    during    the    fiscal    year    1931    they 


produced  653  titles,  or  specially  trans- 
cribed books,  articles  and  so  forth,  aggre- 
gating 2,647  volumes,  247,708  pages. 

To  be  "Organized  for  Braille"  is  no 
light  undertaking.  Sighted  members  of 
the  Red  Cross  must  fit  themselves,  by 
special  study  and  practice,  to  copy  ink- 
print  reading  matter  in  Braille,  either  on 
the  typewriter  or  the  Braille  slate.  Before 
members  are  entrusted  with  this  work, 
they  must  qualify  as  "certified  Braillists." 
Their  work  must  also  be  read  and  cor- 
rected by  proofreaders,  and  for  this,  blind 
persons  alone  are  employed,  and  paid,  and 
special  training  is  necessary  in  this  work. 
All  other  Braille  work  is  on  the  volunteer 
basis.  Something  like  $10,000  a  year  is 
paid  to  blind  proofreaders. 

At  first,  this  hand-copied  material  was 
prepared  chiefly  for  the  blind  soldiers  in 
the  Government  training  school  "Ever- 
green," near  Baltimore.  In  1925  that 
school  was  closed  and  the  soldiers  re- 
turned to  their  homes.  So  reading  matter 
had  to  be  supplied  to  them  through  public 
libraries  over  the  whole  country.  As  they 
returned  to  civilian  life,  and  took  up  vari- 
ous kinds  of  work,  a  demand  arose  for 
special  books  and  articles  dealing  with 
business  and  professions.  A  new  demand 
arose  from  civilian  blind,  and  the  activities 


A  Red  Cross  Braillist  at  her  work 

— Braille  Institute  photo 
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expanded,  and  at  the  same  time  developed 
along  lines  that  avoided  duplication  of 
books  popular  enough  to  warrant  Braille 
press  printing  in  regular  editions. 

Today  these  Braille  activities  are  di- 
rected from  Washington  by  Miss  Adelia 
M.  Hoyt,  who  is  acting  director  of  Braille 
for  the  Red  Cross,  and  also  assistant  in 
the  Library  of  Congress  service  for  the 
blind.  Miss  Mabel  T.  Boardman,  director 
of  the  Red  Cross  volunteer  service,  is 
keenly  interested  in  the  development  of 
the  Braille  organization. 

*     *     * 

Much  care  is  taken  in  the  selection  of 
material  to  be  Brailled.  A  book  commit- 
tee receives  suggestions  for  titles,  which 
may  be  sent  in  by  anybody  who  wants 
Braille  reading  matter.  Many  suggestions 
come  from  the  blind,  and  others  from  li- 
brarians serving  the  blind. 

First,  the  decision  to  copy  a  given  book 
in  Braille  is  made  if  it  is  not  popular 
enough  to  be  printed  in  a  regular  Braille 
edition.  Then,  the  educational,  cultural 
and  recreational  character  of  the  book  is 
weighed,  and  its  appeal  to  more  than  one 
reader,  because  where  books  entail  con- 
siderable work  and  expense,  they  remain 
public  property,  and  are  placed  in  a  li- 
brary after  the  first  reader  has  done  with 
them. 

Many  out-of-the-way  requests  and  sug- 
gestions are  received,  showing  that  the 
blind  are  interested  in,  and  actually  fol- 
lowing, almost  every  occupation  of  the 
sighted :  A  salesman  wants  a  special  in- 
struction manual  copied  in  Braille ;  a  prac- 
tising osteopath  wants  some  articles  from 
a  professional  periodical;  an  office  man 
wants  a  filing  manual ;  a  scholar  wants 
Homer  in  Greek  Braille ;  the  students  in 
a  school  for  the  blind  ask  for  special  les- 
son texts ;  a  blind  business  man  needs  a 
work  on  some  special  field  of  business 
law. 

All  titles  are  checked  at  national  head- 
quarters, to  avoid  duplication,  and  when 
a  chapter  has  been  assigned  the  work  of 
transcribing,  its  volunteer  Braillists  are 
given  first,  second  and  third  choice  of 
work.  They  may  have  special  knowledge 
which  fits  them  for  the  copying  of  a  cer- 
tain work.  In  some  cases,  a  single  Braill- 
ist  copies  an  entire  book,  while,  again,  the 
transcribing  is  divided  among  a  number 
of  Braillists,  when  timeliness  enters  into 
the  project.  The  demand  is  so  great  that 


Braillists  always  find  a  waiting  list  of 
books  which  have  been  chosen  for  tran- 
scribing. 

Beginning  with  rehabilitation  of  the 
blinded  soldiers,  these  activities  have  put 
into  the  hands  of  general  Braille  readers 
much  material  which  would  not  otherwise 
have  been  available  to  them.  Red  Cross 
Braille  helps  blinded  men  and  women  fit 
themselves  for  business  careers,  and  aids 
them  in  keeping  up  with  work  that  they 
are  already  engaged  in.  It  helps  blind  chil- 
dren in  their  education,  and  with  further 
experience,  the  Red  Cross  organization 
will  undoubtedly  develop  fields  in  which 
such  service  is  badly  needed,  as  in  the 
difficult  work  of  transcribing  the  latest 
popular  music  for  blind  musicians. 

Also,  Red  Cross  Braille  activities  have 
helped  along  the  better  acquaintance  of 
sighted  people  with  blind  people,  for  the 
Braillists  who  volunteer  for  this  work 
soon  come  to  know  the  blind  by  discover- 
ing their  needs,  tastes  and  ambitions.  And 
the  public  has  discovered  the  blind  as 
readers  and  students,  instead  of  as  beg- 
gars, and  extends  to  them  the  helping 
hand  of  friendship  instead  of  cold  charity. 
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We  Also  Have  Our  Five-Year  Plan 

How   the   Great    Humanitarian   Work   of   the 
Braille  Institute  Is  Geared  to  the  Years  Ahead 


THE  Braille  Institute  of  America, 
Inc.,  is  an  expansion  of  the  activity 
started  in  Los  Angeles,  California, 
in  1920  under  the  name  Universal  Braille 
Press,  now  the  trade  name  of  the  Insti- 
tute's printing  department.  Launched  in 
1929,  on  the  100th  anniversary  of  the 
Braille  system  of  printing  for  the  blind, 
it  stands  as  a  memorial  to  Louis  Braille, 
founder  of  that  system. 

In  creating  the  Braille  Institute,  the  en- 
deavor has  been,  first  to  establish  a  sound, 
nation-wide  channel  through  which  a  lib- 
eral supply  of  good  literature  for  the  blind 
may  flow  freely  to  them  direct,  or  through 
the  libraries  conducting  lending  depart- 
ments of  books  for  the  blind;  second,  to 
create  an  organization  to  which  philan- 
thropists, inspired  to  help  in  this  field, 
may  feel  secure  in  leaving  bequests ;  third 
to  influence  and  assist  in  the  passage  of 
State  and  Federal  legislation  of  a  humani- 
tarian nature  designed  to  promote  the 
social,  cultural,  and  industrial  welfare  of 
the  blind  that  they  may  become  self- 
supporting  resourceful  citizens ;  fourth, 
to  give  the  blind  readers  of  the  United 
States  the  same  variety  of  good  reading 
matter  liberally  supplied  by  the  press  and 
public  library  system  to  persons  with  nor- 
mal eyesight. 

In  addition  to  extending  the  activities 
started  by  the  Universal  Braille  Press,  the 
Institute  is  co-operating  with  other  or- 
ganizations, societies  and  individuals  en- 
gaged in  promoting  the  welfare  of  the 
blind.  Operating  on  this  basis,  nation- 
wide in  scope,  non-profit  and  non-secta- 
rian in  policy,  devoted  primarily  to  the 
literary  culture  of  the  blind,  without  re- 
spect to  persons,  class  or  community,  the 
Institute  is  meeting  a  long  felt  need. 

Honorary  memberships  are  conferred 
upon  librarians,  constituting  them  a  Pub- 
lication Committee  vested  with  authority 
in  selecting  literature  to  be  published  by 
the  Institute. 

Blind  readers  throughout  the  nation 
are  also  given  a  voice  in  the  selection  of 
reading  matter,  a  franchise  never  before 
enjoyed  by  them. 

Although  with  a  background  of  nearly 
ten  years  experience  in  the  publishing  and 
distributing    of    literature    for    the    blind 


through  the  activities  carried  on  by  the 
Universal  Braille  Press,  very  little  had 
been  done  in  setting  up  the  necessary  ma- 
chinery for  the  establishment  of  an  or- 
ganization of  a  permanent  nature  which 
the  public  might  regard  as  an  institution 
worthy  of  endowments. 

In  the  ten  years  before  the  Institute 
was  incorporated,  its  founder,  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, working  almost  alone,  was  too  busily 
engaged  in  actual  service  to  the  blind,  and 
funds  at  his  disposal  were  too  limited  to 
employ  the  help  to  assist  him  in  building 
an  organization  with  the  necessary  ma- 
chinery for  publicity  essential  to  this  end. 
In  those  ten  years,  thousands  and  thou- 
sands of  volumes,  and  millions  of  printed 
pages  had  been  printed  and  distributed  to 
the  blind,  with  limited  funds. 

Foreseeing  the  immediate  need  of  gen- 
erous gifts  and  endowments,  in  order  that 
the  Institute  may  fulfill  its  objective, 
the  trustees,  at  an  adjourned  regular  ses- 
sion on  July  13,  1931,  voted  unanimously 
to  launch  immediately  a  five-year,  one 
million  dollar  expansion  program.  Sixty 
cents  of  every  dollar  raised,  or  $600,000 
of  the  one  million  dollars  to  be  raised, 
will  be  placed  in  trust  as  a  permanent  en- 
dowment fund  administered  by  a  reput- 
able banking  institution.  The  remaining 
forty  cents  of  every  dollar  raised  is  to  be 
used  primarily  to  promote  four  publishing 
projects : 

1.  To  finance  the  cost  of  publishing 
Funk  &  Wagnalls'  Desk  Standard  Dic- 
tionary in  Braille  that  it  may  be  marketed 
to  the  blind  at  a  reasonable  price. 

2.  To  subsidize  secular  magazines,  in- 
cluding a  women's  magazine,  and  to  pro- 
vide a  fund  for  free  subscriptions. 

3.  To  sponsor  each  year  several  good 
books  free  to  libraries  throughout  the 
nation. 

4.  To  increase  the  Institute's  music 
publishing  activities  for  blind  professional 
musicians. 

This  five-year  plan  of  the  Institute  has 
received  the  unqualified  endorsement  of 
the  Los  Angeles  Department  of  Social 
Service,  an  official  bureau  of  the  city  gov- 
ernment which  thoroughly  investigates 
all  fund-raising  projects.  This  endorse- 
ment practically  guarantees  that  the 
cause  is  worthy. 
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Braille  Bible  Need  Greater  Than  Ever 

Seven  Years  Service  Rounded  Out  at  Yearly 
Meeting  of  Members  Braille  Bible  Society 


COMPLETING  its  first  cycle  of 
seven  years  of  service  as  a  Society 
in  supplying  Scriptures  to  the  blind, 
the  Braille  Bible  Society,  Inc.,  with  head- 
quarters at  739  North  Vermont  Avenue, 
Los  Angeles,  California,  now  enters  its 
eighth  year  of  activity  with  a  quickened 
sense  of  the  service  to  be  rendered.  This 
Bible  activity  really  began  in  1920,  but  it 
was  not  until  February,  1924,  that  the  first 
edition  of  the  Braille  Bible  was  com- 
pleted, and  the  organization  came  into 
existence  the  following  year. 

During  these  seven  years,  thousands  of 
volumes  of  the  King  James  version  in  re- 
vised Braille,  Grade  One  and  a  Half,  have 
been  distributed  free  to  the  blind  readers 
all  over  the  world,  or  at  prices  represent- 
ing scarcely  25  per  cent  of  the  actual  pub- 
lishing cost. 

The  term  "Revised  Braille,  Grade  One 
and  a  Half,"  is  the  name  given  to  the  code 
form  officially  adopted  in  America,  in  1918, 
as  the  standard  system  for  the  English 
reading  blind,  and  the  Society  has  the  dis- 
tinction of  printing  the  first  King  James 
version  of  the  Bible  in  that  form. 

Annual  Meeting  of  Members 

On  February  25th,  the  Society  held  its 
annual  meeting  of  members  in  the  office  of 
the  corporation,  for  the  election  of  direc- 
tors for  the  ensuing  year,  and  to  review 
the  activities  of  the  preceding  calendar 
year.  One  hundred  and  seven  members 
attended  the  meeting  in  person,  and  by 
proxy,  which  is  a  very  good  attendance, 
considering  the  fact  that  its  membership 
embraces  the  whole  English  reading 
world. 

The  balloting  resulted  in  the  re-election 
of  the  directors  who  had  served  since  July, 
1931,  when  the  Society  was  re-organized. 
They  are :  J.  Robert  Atkinson,  Thomas 
H.  Bond,  Irvin  C.  Bruss,  Dan  E.  Crowley, 
Otto  A.  Gerth,  Herman  O.  Meyer,  and 
John  W.  Tapley.  At  the  time  this  article 
is  being  prepared,  the  board  has  not  or- 
ganized, and  it  is  therefore  not  possible  to 
give  the  names  of  the  officers  for  the  en- 
suing year. 

Bible  Distribution 

The  Society's  direct  service  to  the 
blind  in  supplying  Bibles  free,  or  at  prices 


they  are  able  to  pay,  was  greater  in  1931 
than  any  previous  year.  Of  the  yearly 
distribution,  187  volumes  were  given  free 
to  an  aggregate  of  45  persons,  living  in  all 
parts  of  the  English  reading  world.  The 
remainder  was  marketed  at  fifty  cents  or 
one  dollar  a  volume,  which  is  much  below 
the  non-profit  publishing  cost. 

What  this  service  has  meant  to  the  blind 
recipients  is  reflected  in  the  following  ex- 
tracts from  a  few  of  many  similar  letters 
received  each  month  by  the  Society: 

1  just  wish  I  could  tell  you  how  much  I  appre- 
ciate your  kindness  in  sending  me  the  three  vol- 
umes of  the  Old  Testament  in  Braille.  These  will 
be  a  great  help  to  me  in  the  Sunday  School  work 
here  in  which  institution  I  am  a  teacher. 

C.  A.,  Vienna,  Virginia. 

For  many  years  I  have  wanted  a  Bible,  but 
have  been  unable  to  get  one,  as  they  are  so 
costly.  L  read  in  "The  Lutheran  Messenger  for 
the  Blind,"  that  you  have  a  number  of  these  Bibles 
to  give  to  those  who  are  unable  to  pay  for  them. 
I  have  six  children  to  teach,  and  without  a  Bible 
it  is  rather  difficult.  I  especially  want  the  New 
Testament,  but  would  be  very  glad  to  have  some 
or  all  of  the  old  one  too.  Thanking  you  in  ad- 
vance. 

Mrs.  O.  G.,  Stirum,  N.  Dak. 

(The  complete  New  Testament  was  immedi- 
ately sent  to  the  above  free  of  charge,  and  the 
following  reply  was  received:) 

I  received  the  lovely  volumes  you  sent  mc.  I 
have  no  words  with  which  to  express  my  grati- 
tude and  appreciation  for  them. 

I  will  certainly  be  glad  to  receive  volumes  of 

the  Old  Testament  also,  and  at  any  time  when  I 

can  afford  it,   I   shall  be  glad  to  pay  for  these 

books.  Once  more  I  thank  you  for  your  kindness. 

Mrs.  O.  G.,  Stirum,  N.  Dak. 

Ever  since  I  read  of  the  low  prices  on  the 
Braille  Bible  I  have  been  trying  to  get  money, 
so  that  I  could  have  one.  But  as  I  am  being  sup- 
ported by  my  people,  and  they  cannot  give  the 
money  to  me,  so  I  am  asking  you  for  the  kind 
favor. 

I  am  both  deaf  and  blind,  and  it  is  not  very 
easy  for  me  to  earn  my  living.  While  at  school  I 
read  the  Bible  daily.  But  as  Mother  could  not 
buy  one  for  me,  I  have  missed  it  awful  bad. 

If  it  is  my  luck  I  should  be  very  happy  if  you 
could  please  send  me  the  four  gospels  of  Mat- 
thew, Mark,  Luke  and  John.  I  should  like  the 
books  to  be  in  two-side  printing  as  I  do  not  care 
much  for  the  one-side  printing.  I  wish  for  the 
King  James  version.  If  I  had  these  four  gospels, 
it  would  cheer  me  a  lot. 

Miss  E.  Z.  B.,  Olean,  N.  Y. 

(The  four  gospels  were  immediately  sent  to 
Miss  E.  Z.  B.) 

(Continued  on  Page  12) 
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Low  Prices  Still  Prevail 

Several  years  ago,  the  Society  offered 
Braille  Bibles  at  the  special  price  of  $1  a 
volume  for  the  King  James  version  printed 
on  both  sides  of  the  paper.  This  price  still 
prevails,  although  the  ultimate  goal  is 
Bibles  to  the  blind  at  the  same  price 
charged  for  good  Bibles  in  ordinary  type, 
somewhere  in  the  neighborhood  of  $5  or  $7 
per  Bible  in  twenty-one  Braille  volumes. 
The  stock  of  Braille  Bibles  printed  on  one 
side  of  the  paper  is  being  closed  out  at 
the  special  price  of  fifty  cents  a  volume, 
and  many  of  the  blind  are  taking  advan- 
tage of  this  low  rate. 

Publicity 

Over  fifteen  thousand  pieces  of  litera- 
ture were  mailed  during  the  year  to  indi- 
viduals and  Protestant  churches  through- 
out the  English  reading  world.  This  mail- 
ing, for  the  most  part,  was  done  in  the 
months  of  September  and  October,  the 
response  to  which  is  still  being  realized 
helpfully.  In  addition,  the  publicity  ap- 
pearing in  each  issue  of  this  magazine  has 
also  proved  very  beneficial  to  the  Society. 

Two  open-house  receptions  were  held 
during  the  year.  The  object  of  these  recep- 
tions is  primarily  to  demonstrate  to  the 
public  how  Braille  Bibles  are  printed,  and 
read  by  the  blind,  and  what  the  blind  can 
do  towards  supporting  themselves  when 
successfully  trained.  More  than  300  per- 
sons attended  the  two  receptions.  Other 
guests,  aggregating  257,  visited  the  So- 
ciety's office  and  printing  department,  and 
went  away  inspired  to  help,  and  many 
new  members  have  been  enrolled  during 
the  year. 

Everywhere,  the  thought  is  being  awak- 
ened to  the  need  of  the  blind  for  Braille 
Bibles,  as  gifts  or  at  prices  they  are  able 
to  pay,  and  this  awakening  will  no  doubt 
go  on  until  the  activity  of  supplying  Bibles 
to  the  blind  will  no  longer  be  hampered 
from  lack  of  support,  as  it  has  been  in  the 
past. 

A  certified  audit  of  the  Society's  books 
for  the  calendar  year  1931  was  presented 
to  the  meeting.  Reflecting  the  activities 
item  by  item,  this  audit  would  well  form 
the  foundation  for  an  interesting  story  on 
service  to  the  blind,  if  space  permitted. 

The  demand  for  Braille  Bibles  is  stead- 
ily increasing,  and  contributions  of  any 
amount  in  support  of  this  noble  work  are 
very  much  needed.  Such  contributions 
should  be  addressed  to :  Braille  Bible 
Society,  Inc.,  739  North  Vermont  Avenue, 
Los  Angeles,  California. 


A  Broad  Welfare  Program 

Teaching,  Placement,  Library  and  Legal 

Service  Planned  by  Institute  for 

Adult  Blind 

Almost  daily,  the  Braille  Institute  of 
America  is  called  upon  for  aid  and  counsel 
in  the  placement  of  blind  graduates  of 
schools  and  training  institutions.  These 
blind  and  blinded  people  bring  us  social, 
industrial,  cultural  and  professional  prob- 
lems, connected  with  their  economic  ad- 
vancement. 

To  meet  this  great  need,  new  activities 
have  been  planned  for  the  Braille  Insti- 
tute of  America,  in  addition  to  its  pri- 
mary work  of  publishing  Braille  litera- 
ture for  national  distribution. 

At  the  recent  meeting  of  members, 
a  resolution  was  passed  approving  three 
projects  of  state-wide  scope,  as  follows: 

1.  A  bureau  of  vocational  guidance  and  place- 
ment, to  assist  blind  adults  in  choosing  a  trade, 
profession  or  business  suitable  to  their  talents; 
to  award  free  scholarships  for  vocational  and 
higher  education  in  branches  found  practical  for 
the  blind;  to  make  recommendations  to  the  bu- 
reau of  rehabilitation,  under  the  State  Board  of 
Education,  for  the  proper  training  of  the  blind; 
to  assist  them  in  finding  employment  or  business 
locations,  and  to  finance  them  by  loans  until  es- 
tablished. 

2.  A  free  circulating  reference  library  for  the 
student  blind,  and  blind  business  men  and 
women,  containing  business  journals,  and  books 
on  all  vocations,  trades  and  professions  fol- 
lowed by  the  blind,  especially  fire  and  life  in- 
surance, common  law,  business  ethics,  social 
and  political  economy,  salesmanship,  journal- 
ism, and  like  subjects. 

3.  A  department  of  home  teaching,  with  the 
reference  library,  teaching  the  adult  blind  to 
read  and  write  Braille,  and  to  master  other 
subjects  conducive  to  their  success,  not  taught 
by  city,  county,  state  or  private  agencies.  Since 
ninety  per  cent  of  the  blind  lose  their  sight 
after  reaching  mature  life,  and  are  barred  from 
the  schools,  the  need  for  this  home  teaching 
is  obvious. 

This  is  a  broad  and  ambitious  program, 
and  its  full  realization  must  depend  upon 
adequate  financial  support.  Yet  it  can  be 
carried  out,  and  it  will  be  carried  out, 
step  by  step,  as  means  are  available.  For 
an  immediate  beginning,  the  free  circu- 
lating reference  library  is  already  being 
organized,  and  we  hope  to  have  early  an- 
nouncements of  other  much-needed  serv- 
ices for  the  blind  of  California. 
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For  Stands  Run  by  the  Blind 
in  Federal  Buildings 

Again,  in  the  new  session  of  Congress, 
bills  have  been  introduced  to  permit  the 
operation  of  stands  by  blind  persons  in 
Federal  buildings  for  the  sale  of  papers, 
magazines  and  other  articles.  If  approved 
by  law,  thousands  of  capable  blind  per- 
sons would  thus  find  a  means  of  liveli- 
hood. 

Friends  of  the  blind  are  urged  to  write 
their  Senators  and  Congressmen  in  sup- 
port of  House  Bill  No.  6658,  introduced 
by  Representative  Charles  A.  Martin,  of 
Oregon,  and  Senate  Bill  No.  3038,  intro- 
duced by  blind  Senator  Thomas  D. 
Schall,  of  Minnesota.  These  bills  were 
prepared  by  Edward  C.  Robbins,  the  blind 
journalist  of  Portland.  Oregon,  president 
of  the  recentlv- formed  Western  Founda- 
tion of  the  Blind,  Inc..  Portland,  and  an 
active  worker  for  the  blind. 

Tt  is  proposed  to  oreanize  a  Bureau  of 
Welfare  of  the  Blind  in  the  Department 
of  Labor,  under  a  director  and  staff,  to  is- 
sue licenses  to  blind  oersons  for  operat- 
ing the  stands  in  postoffices  and  other 
Federal  buildings,  and  also  to  co-operate 
with  organizations  for  placing  blind  per- 
sons in  similar  business  in  state,  county 
and  citv  buildings  over  the  country. 

The  new  bills  in  the  72nd  Congress 
meet  objections  which  were  raised  against 
■previous  bills,  and  deal  with  an  oppor- 
tunity for  emplovment  of  the  blind  in  a 
wav  that  is  fair  to  the  public  and  helpful 
to  thousands  of  blind  persons  capable  of 
becoming  self-supporting. 


1932 — Year  of  Rackets! 

Among  other  things,  1932  may  go  down 
in  history  as  a  "Year  of  Rackets."  Un- 
emplovment  has  brought  out  countless 
unworthv  charity  schemes.  In  California, 
"rackets"  are  springing  up  around  the 
Olvmpic  Games. 

This  is  a  vear  for  all  sincere  people  to 
make  sure  that  monev  is  used  efficiently, 
for  the  purposes  donated. 

Los  Angeles  goes  further  than  many 
other  communities  in  protecting  the  pub- 
lic, and  worthv  causes,  through  its  City 
Department  of  Social  Service.  Under 
Commissioner  Thomas  A.  T.  Dockweiler. 
assisted  by  Mrs.  Anna  B.  Smith,  general 
manager,  and  Maior  W.  J.  Fitzmaurice, 
investigator,  this  department  investigates 
and  approves  properly  managed  philan- 
thropic organizations,  and  warns  the  pub- 


lic against  unworthy  causes  and  frauds. 
The  Braille  Institute  of  America  has  been 
approved  by  this  city  department,  after  a 
thorough   investigation. 

Do  not  heed  telephone  solicitations.  In- 
vestigate always  before  you  contribute. 
Read  the  information  card  which  all  so- 
licitors must  carry  under  city  law.  Do  not 
give  in  the  street,  or  at  your  door.  Do 
not  lend  your  name  to  any  causes  with- 
out investigation.  Do  not  stop  giving  be- 
cause there  are  unworthy  causes — inves- 
tigate and  give  to  the  worthy  and  needy 
ones. 


New  Religious  Magazine  for 
the  Blind 

ANEW  religious  magazine  in  Braille, 
free  to  blind  readers,  is  to  be  is- 
sued monthly  by  the  John  Milton 
Foundation,  New  York  City. 

It  will  contain  Bible  or  Sunday  school 
lessons,  and  religious  articles,  some  orig- 
inal, but  chiefly  reprinted  matter  from  re- 
ligious   publications    for    sighted    people. 

The  editors  for  the  first  year  are  Dr. 
James  H.  Snowden,  author  of  the  widely- 
used  "Snowden's  Lessons,"  and  the  Rev. 
Drs.  L.  H.  Bugbee  (Methodist),  C.  A. 
Hauser  (Reformed)  and  Hight  C.  Moore 
(Southern  Baptist),  each  editor-in-chief 
of  Sunday  school  lessons  for  his  denomi- 
nation. 

Such  a  magazine  will  do  for  the  Pro- 
testant churches  what  is  already  being 
done  for  blind  Roman  Catholics,  He- 
brews and  others.  Protestant  boards  of 
publication  will  meet  costs.  Inquiries  con- 
cerning the  magazine  should  be  addressed 
to  the  Honorarv  Secretary  of  the  John 
Milton  Foundation,  Rev.  Lewis  B.  Cham- 
berlain, 390  Bible  House,  Astor  Place. 
New  York  City. 

The  John  Milton  Foundation  is  spon- 
sored by  the  International  Council  of  Re- 
ligious Education,  and  the  Councils  of 
Home  Missions,  as  well  as  having  such 
representatives  of  the  blind  as  Helen  Kel- 
ler, H.  Randolph  Latimer,  Miss  Lydia  Y. 
Haves  and  Prof.  William  A.  Hadley. 

Mr.  Chamberlain  is  Recording  Secre- 
tary of  the  American  Bible  Society.  Mr. 
Latimer  is  Executive  Secretary  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind, 
and  a  veteran  worker  for  the  blind.  Mr. 
Hadlev  is  the  founder  and  principal  of 
the  Hadley  Correspondence  School  for 
the  Blind.  Miss  Hayes  is  New  Jersey 
State  Home  Teacher  for  the  Blind. 
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Robbins  Loves  Writing — And  Humanity 

An    Oregon    Advocate   of    Postoffice   Sales 
Stands  for  the  Blind — Himself  Blind  at  18 


IF  Uncle  Sam  decides  to  allow  blind 
men  and  women  to  operate  sales  stands 
in  postoffices  and  other  Federal  Build- 
ings, by  passing  bills  now  before  Con- 
gress, the  blind  may  thank  a  blind  friend 
and  champion  for  originating  this  move- 
ment, and  working  whole-heartedly  to  get 
it  before  Congress. 

Edward  C.  Robbins 
is  the  young  champion, 
and  just  as  he  was  get- 
ting started  in  life,  his 
eyesight  began  to  fail, 
making  it  necessary  to 
re-educate  himself,  and 
plan  an  entirely  new 
career. 

Edward  C.  Robbins        » ,         t-.    ,  ,  . 

Mr.    Robbins    was 

born  in  Portland,  Ore- 
gon, in  1901,  graduated  from  grammar 
school,  and  spent  a  year  in  high  school,  as 
well  as  more  than  a  year  in  the  telegraph 
department  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Rail- 
way, during  the  World  War,  when  the 
railroads  were  under  the  United  States 
Railway  Administration. 

In  1918,  before  he  was  seventeen,  his 
sight  began  to  fail,  and  for  more  than  a 
year  he  was  under  medical  care,  under- 
going three  eye  operations,  including  the 
famous  "Elliott  tree."  In  the  fall  of  1919 
his  sight  gone  at  eighteen,  he  entered  the 
Oregon  State  School  for  the  Blind,  at 
Salem,  to  master  Braille,  and  learn  how 
to  readjust  himself  to  his  handicap.  He 
was  graduated  from  the  tenth  and  high- 
est grade  in  June,  1920,  and  remained  to 
graduate  as  a  piano  tuner  a  year  later. 

From  there,  he  went  to  the  Oregon  In- 
stitute of  Technology,  owned  and  operat- 
ed by  the  Portland  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  majored 
in  journalism,  entered  the  Oregon  School 
of  Journalism  in  the  fall  of  1922,  and  after 
his  four-year  course,  became  a  reporter 
for  the  Portland  "Daily  Telegram." 

Even  in  grammar  school,  Robbins  had 
been  interested  in  writing,  and  in  the  wel- 
fare of  humanity.  He  says  that  "a  true 
journalist  is  alwavs  interested  in  the  wel- 
fare of  humanity."  So,  it  has  been  natural 
for  him,  while  working  as   a   newspaper 


man,  to  pay  attention  to  the  welfare  of 
that  section  of  humanity  to  which  he  him- 
self belongs — the  blind. 

This  led  him  to  prepare  the  bills  es- 
tablishing sales  stands  for  the  blind  in 
Federal  Buildings  ;  to  interest  Congress- 
men and  Senators  in  his  project;  to  stand 
up  and  take  defeat,  and  again  introduce 
his  bills  in  improved  form. 

It  also  led  him  to  advocate,  and  put 
through  the  Oregon  legislature  single- 
handed,  a  $500  yearly  appropriation  for 
reading  and  state  aid  for  blind  students 
in  Oregon.  He  formed  and  served  as 
executive  vice  president  of  the  now  de- 
funct Oregon  Welfare  Organization  for 
the  Blind,  which,  as  he  puts  it,  cheerfully, 
"went  the  way  of  all  organizations  going 
into  politics,"  and  he  later  formed,  and  is 
now  president  of,  the  Western  Foundation 
of  the  Blind,  Inc.,  of  Portland,  whose 
membership  is  made  up  of  self-supporting 
sightless  people  in  that  state.  This  organ- 
ization is  behind  the  bills  for  Federal  sales 
stands. 

Among  Mr.  Robbins'  close  friends  are 
two  blind  journalists  who  have  been  help- 
ful and  inspiring  to  him — B.  F.  Irvine, 
editor-in-chief  of  the  Oregon  "Journal," 
largest  afternoon  daily  in  the  Pacific 
Northwest,  and  Frank  Edgecombe,  editor 
and  publisher  of  the  Nebraska  "Weekly 
Signal." 

Mr.  Robbins'  love  of  journalism  is 
strong'  enough  to  give  him  the  ambition 
of  owning  a  country  weekly  newspaper 
somewhere  on  the  Pacific  Coast,  and  as 
soon  as  he  is  able  to  finance  the  purchase 
of  one,  he  means  to  settle  down  and 
utilize  his  experience  as  a  reporter,  edi- 
tor, manager  and  publisher. 


Many  blind  persons  in  Europe  are  interested 
in  Esperanto,  the  world  language,  as  a  means  of 
increasing  their  contacts,  and  a  Braille  maga- 
zine, "Esperanta  Ligilo,"  is  published  for  blind 
Esperantists. 


Blindness  is  very  prevalent  in  the  Orient,  es- 
pecially India  and  Turkey,  1.5  per  thousand 
population  in  India,  and  in  some  districts  as 
high  as  4.38.  The  economic  loss  to  India  is  esti- 
mated at  $65,000,000  yearly. 
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1931  Reviewed  At  Yearly  Meeting 

Five-Year   Plan,  A   New   Magazine,   Many  Good 
Books  for  Blind  Among  Year's  Accomplishments 


The  annual  report  of  the  trustees  cov- 
ered the  activities  of  the  Institute  from 
the  date  of  its  incorporation,  September, 
1929,  to  December,  1931,  and  showed 
much  progress.  Among  the  outstanding 
achievements  during  this  period  of  time 
that  may  be  credited  to  the  Institute,  and 
cited  as  rare  contributions  towards  the 
fulfillment  of  its  objective  are  : 

1.  Initiation  of  the  move  for  a  Federal 
appropriation  for  the  adult  blind  in  the 
introduction  of  the  Crail  Bill.  Although 
the  bill  which  finally  passed  in  the  clos- 
ing days  of  the  71st  Congress,  making 
available  $100,000  a  year  for  the  literary 
advancement  of  the  blind,  was  not  the 
specific  bill  introduced  by  the  Braille  In- 
stitute, yet  the  Institute  rightly  deserves 
the  credit  for  that  legislation,  as  no  other 
agency  had  ever  made  an  effort  to  secure 
a  Federal  appropriation  for  the  adult 
blind  until  the  Braille  Institute  initiated 
the  move. 

2.  The  publication  of  all  the  booklets 
in  the  Reading  With  A  Purpose  courses 
recommended  by  the  American  Library 
Association,  43  in  number,  which  had  not 
previously  been  printed  on  other  presses. 
One  set  of  these  booklets  was  supolied 
free  to  each  of  the  regional  libraries  lend- 
ing books  for  the  blind.  Since  their  pub- 
lication, the  Institute  has  sponsored  sev- 
eral of  the  works  recommended. 

3.  The  launching,  in  January,  1931,  of 
"March  of  Events,"  a  monthly  magazine 
made  up  entirely  of  editorials  and  leading 
articles  reprinted  from  "World's  Work" 
magazine,  copy  for  which  is  released  in 
advance  by  Doubleday,  Doran  &  Co.,  so 
that  the  Braille  issue  reaches  blind  read- 
ers at  the  same  time  each  month  as  the 
"World's  Work." 

4.  The  establishment  of  a  department 
of  public  relations. 

5.  The  launching  in  July  of  a  "Five- 
year  one  million  dollar  endowment  and 
expansion  program,"  $600,000  of  which 
will  be  placed  in  trust  as  a  permanent  en- 
dowment. The  remaining  $400,000  will  be 
used    in    the    sponsorship    of   books    and 


magazines  which  are  to  be  issued  free  to 
the  blind  or  at  prices  below  the  publish- 
ing cost,  and  particularly  to  reprint  in 
Braille  Funk  &  Wagnalls'  Desk  Standard 
Dictionary,  and  in  time  the  issuance  of  a 
woman's  monthly  magazine  in  Braille. 

6.  The  taking  over  of  the  publication  of 
"The  Braille  Mirror"  launched  originally 
in  1926  by  the  Universal  Braille  Press. 

An  audit  of  the  Institute's  books  by 
Brown  &  Wright,  certified  public  ac- 
countants, from  September,  1929,  to  De- 
cember, 1931,  showed  among  other  things 
that  the  Institute  had  sponsored  books 
and  magazines  to  the  amount  of  $20,- 
544.25. 


New  Books  for  the  Blind 

(The  following  books  all  sponsored  by  the 
Library  of   Congress.) 

Only  Yesterday — An  Informal  History  of  the 
1920's,  by  Frederick  Lewis  Allen,  3  vols.,  cost 
$10.36,  selling  price  $9.90. 

Ice  in  Egypt,  by  A.  M.  McCrindle,  2  vols., 
cost  $6.43,  selling  price  $4.75. 

English  Synonyms,  Antonyms  and  Preposi- 
tions, by  James  C.  Fernald,  9  vols.,  cost  $34.88, 
selling  price  $26.13. 

The  Last  American  Frontier,  by  Frederic  Lo- 
gan Paxon,  3  vols.,  in  press,  selling  price  $8.80. 

Ninety-Three,  by  Victor  Hugo,  4  vols.,  in 
press,  selling  price  $12.15. 

Andrew  John,  Plebian  and  Patriot,  by  Robert 
Watson  Winston,  6  vols.,  in  press,  selling  price 
$17.40. 

Our  Forerunners,  by  M.  C.  Burkitt,  2  vols., 
in  press,  selling  price  $4.25. 

The  Scarlet  Letter,  by  Nathaniel  Hawthorne, 

2  vols.,  in  press,  selling  price  $6.50. 

The  Human  Body,  by  Logan  Clendening,  4 
vols.,  in  press,  selling  price  $10.25. 

Patrick  Henry,  by  George  Morgan,  5  vols., 
in  press,  selling  price  $13.40. 

A   Preface  to   Morals,  by  Walter   Lippmann, 

3  vols.,  in  press,   selling  price  $7.50. 

The  Story  of  San  Michele,  by  Axel  Munthe, 
3  vols.,  in  press,  selling  price  $7.75. 

Newspaper  Writing  and  Editing,  by  Willard 
G.  Bleyer,  4  vols.,  in  press,  selling  price  $10.40. 
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Take  a  Minute  To  Tune-in  On  My  Mail! 

Many  a  Human  Story  the  Blind  Readers  of  Our 
Braille    Magazines    Tell    Our    Subscription    Man 


B 


ROTHER,   I 
wish  you  could 
sit  in  here  at  my 
desk,  some  morning, 
and    read    my    mail. 
Even   if   you   had   to 
have  some  of  the  let- 
ters   interpreted    for 
you, because  they  are 
in  Braille — which  is  my  own  case. 

These  letters  come  from  the  blind 
readers  of  our  two  magazines,  and  you'd 
soon  wake  up  to  the  fact  that  blind  peo- 
ple are  as  much  interested  in  the  world's 
affairs  as  any  equal  number  of  sighted 
people.  And  a  good  deal  more  appreciative 
of  anything  that  is  done  for  them.  And 
helpful  to  one  another — say,  read  this  ex- 
tract from  the  letter  of  a  blind  subscriber, 
a  woman  in  Rhode  Island : 

I  am  not  sure  whether  or  not  I  have  told  you 
that  I  send  my  magazine,  after  reading-  it,  to  a 
hlind  friend  in  a  small  town  in  New  York  State. 
After  she  reads  it,  she  sends  it  to  a  blind  leper 
in  the  Philippines. 

I  wish  to  congratulate  the  Braille  Institute  of 
America  on  its  ambitious  program,  and  wish  it 
every  possible  success.  I  sincerely  hope  that, 
as  you  add  more  contractions  in  printing  the 
"Braille  Mirror,"  you  will  not  ignore  syllable 
divisions,  and  that  you  will  retain  the  capital 
sign. 

Nearly  every  letter  from  our  readers 
gives  opinions  like  that  about  the  way  we 
print  the  magazines,  and  I'll  tell  you  about 
these  "contractions"  in  a  minute — they 
are  interesting.  But  first  read  another  let- 
ter from  a  blind  subscriber  in  Kansas  City 
who  is  feeling  the  effects  of  the  de- 
pression : 

Owing  to  present  conditions,  I  find  it  impossi- 
ble for  me  to  pay  my  subscription  to  the  "Mir- 
ror" at  this  time,  and  I  don't  know  just  when. 
You  may  know  that  I  am  hard  of  hearing,  and 
that  makes  it  next  to  impossible  for  me  to  secure 
evangelistic  work  any  longer.  And  the  demands 
of  a  modern  church  make  it  next  to  impossible 
for  me  to  hold  a  pastorate.  But  thanks  be  to 
God  for  the  Braille  system,  I  can  still  read  my 
Bible,  good  books  and  magazines.  I  would  hard- 
ly know  what  to  do  without  the  "Mirror,"  as  I 
have  been  a  reader  from  its  very  first  number. 
And  I  had  expected  to  subscribe  for  "The 
March  of  Events"  before  this.  But  that  is  out 
of  the  question  now.  If  you  will  send  me  a  sam- 
ple copy  of  "Light,"  I  will  try  and  interest  some 
of  the  people  here  in  it,  and  perhaps  I  can  work 
out  my  "Mirror"  subscription,  and  also  one  for 
the  "March  of  Events"  for  this  year,  as  well. 


Now  as  to  the  type  question:  I  like  Grade  2, 
as  it  is  a  space  saver,  and  can  be  read  faster. 
I  wish  that  you  would  publish  Moffatt's  transla- 
tion or  the  recent  "Americanized"  translation  of 
the  Bible  in  Grade  2  in  the  same  splendid  man- 
ner in  which  you  have  published  the  King  James 
version  in  Grade  \y2.  I  believe  that  such  a  work 
would  be  very  helpful  to  all  Bible  students  in 
Braille-land. 

^      ^      *k 

What  they  mean  by  the  type  question, 
Grade  2  and  Grade  1^2  is  that  Braille  read- 
ing matter  is  sometimes  abbreviated  for 
accomplished  readers. 

You  see,  there  are  three  ways  of  print- 
ing Braille.  Grade  1  is  spelled  out  in  full, 
Grade  2  is  considerably  contracted,  and 
Grade  3  is  very  much  contracted.  When 
Braille  was  adopted  for  the  blind  in  the 
United  States,  we  began  with  Grade  1,  as 
easiest  for  everybody  to  read.  But  with 
time,  many  bright  readers  have  devel- 
oped, and  so  in  our  magazines  we  began 
to  print  some  articles  in  Grade  2.  Many 
readers  liked  this,  but  some  found  it  diffi- 
cult to  understand.  So  now  we  have  adopt- 
ed a  Grade  1^2,  with  fewer  contractions 
than  Grade  2,  and  some  of  our  articles 
are  printed  in  that,  and  our  blind  readers 
seldom  write  us  without  expressing  their 
views  on  this  subject. 

You  see,  if  we  could  print  everything 
in  Grade  2,  or  even  in  Grade  1^4,  it  would 
mean  a  lot  more  reading  matter  on  a  page 
— and  reading  matter  to  blind  people  is 
much  more  valuable  than  to  sighted  folks. 
They  count  every  dollar's  worth,  almost 
the  number  of  words  on  every  page. 
*     *     * 

If  we  hadn't  started  LIGHT  last  year, 
so  sighted  people  could  get  a  magazine, 
and  at  the  same  time  give  a  Braille  maga- 
zine to  some  blind  reader  unable  to  pay, 
I  don't  know  what  our  Braille  subscrip- 
tion lists  would  look  like  now.  The  blind 
have  been  hard  hit. 

Tf  vou  haven't  sent  in  your  three  dollars 
for  EIGHT,  plus  a  lot  of  good  reading 
for  some  needy  blind  reader,  I'd  like  to 
hear  from  you  right  away.  Here  is  one 
way  to  end  a  little  piece  of  the  depression. 


Tic  Suift^htu'ykAK 


-n 


Satisfied 
Customers 
Are  Our  Best 
Advertisers 


Oix  months 
after  installation  of  the 
Atkinson  Model,  the 
Clovernook  Home  for 
the  Blind,  Mt.  Healthy, 
Ohio,  ordered  two  more 
machines. 


The  Atkinson  New,  Improved 
Model  No.  5  Stereotyping  Machine 

"The  BRAILLE  Linotyper" 

The  Atkinson  Model  revolutionized  Braille  printing,  perfecting  the 
art  of  "interpoint"  plate  making,  by  which  books  are  printed  on  both 
sides  of  the  paper.  Savings  in  cost  and  volume  run  from  30  to  40% 
below  the  old  methods. 

The  Atkinson  Model  will  bring  distinction  to  all  users  through 
higher  standards  of  workmanship  at  lower  production  cost. 

Price  $1500.00  F.  O.  B.  Factory 


Equipped  with  Motor 
Fully  Guaranteed 


Shipping  weight,  crated,  900  lbs. 
Further  information  furnished  on  request 


U.  B.  P.  MACHINE  SHOP 

Specializing  in  ALL  KINDS  of 

Expert  Machine  Work,  Engineering,  and  Patent  Development 

739  North  Vermont  Avenue,  Los  Angeles,  California 

SEND  YOUR  JOB  WORK  TO  US 
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BARRYMORE 

.  .  .  as  the  'Saron! 

Joan 

CRAWFORD 

...  as  tjFlaemmchen! 

Wallace 

•  • BEERY •  • 

...  as  (preysing! 

Lionel 

BARRYMORE 

...  as  Kringelein! 

LEWIS  STONE -JEAN  HERSHOLT 

No  other  story  has  possessed  the 
greatness  to  justify  such  a  cast  I 


GRAND  HOTEL 


Vicki  Baum's  Mighty  Novel  and  Play 

EDMUND  GOULDING 
Direction 

M.G.M.  SCREEN   EVENT 


SID   GRAUMAN     GRAND  PREMIER 
PROLOG  SUPREME     FRIDAY  EVENING 


GRAUMAN'S   CHINESE 


PREMIER  TICKETS  $5.50  INC.  TAX   ♦   REGULAR  GRAUMAN'S  CHINESE  PRICES  THEREAFTER 
IMPORTANT:   RESERVATIONS  MADE  IN   ORDER  OF  THEIR  RECEIPT 
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"JUST  BROWSING  AROUND" 

These  blind  girls  are  exploring  a  library  of  Braille  books  given  by  Lions' 
Clubs  to  the  sightless  people  of  the  United  States  (See  Page  12). 
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PRESTON  TIRE  CO.,  Inc. 


VERMONT  AT  MELROSE 


Every  Service  for  Your  Cam..*.  Under  Responsible 

Management 


H 


GENERAL  PETROLEUM  CORPORATION 
General  Ethyl  and  Violet-Rav  Gasoline 
Socony  Motor  Oil...  100%  Paraffine  Base 


ro,\(p         CERTIFIED         ®9MD^ 


^Xlhu  it  to  certijiL-  that 
the  operator-*  oftnu  Atatwn, 
have  mutlijiea  as  experts 
in  a  cowrae^  of  automobiles 
luhrieatiorv~ 


Free  Service  Includes — 

VACUUM  CAR 
WASH  WINDOWS 
POLISH  NICKEL 

DUST  CAR 

Also  with  Lubrication  or  Oil 
Change 


EXPERT 

BODY  and  FENDER 

REPAIRING 


23  Years'  Experience 


No  Job  too  Large  or  too 
Small 


ANY  CAR 

Official  Brake  Adjust- 
ment, Four  Wheels 


90c 


Distributors 

The 

GENERAL  TIRE 


Price-Slashing 

TRADE-IN  SALE 

NOW  ON 


"Get  an  open  boat,  so  we  can  look  around,"  said  the  blind  children.    How  the  blind 
"see"  scenery — article  on  Page  6.  Braille  Institute  photo 
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The  Story  of  the  Braille  Institute 

IN   1912,  a  Montana  cowboy  lost  his  sight  by 
accident,  almost  instantly.    Always  a  reader, 
he  mastered  Braille,  and  then  looked  around 
for  books  that  would  help  him  to  a  business 
education.    Nobody  was  publishing  such  books, 
nor  did  the  blind  have  magazines  to  keep  them 
posted  on  the  world's  affairs. 

Starting  in  a  garage  back  of  his  Los  Angeles 
home,  in  1920,  J.  Robert  Atkinson  made  a  be- 
ginning with  the  Universal  Braille  Press,  print- 
ing books  on  machinery  partly  of  his  own  in- 
vention. Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  M.  Longyear, 
philanthropists  aided  him  financially. 

In  1926  he  started  the  first  secular  Braille 
magazine  in  this  country,  the  "Braille  Mirror," 
dealing  with  current  affairs.  In  1930  the  "March 
of  Events"  was  added,  in  co-operation  with  the 
"World's  Work."  These  magazines  have  proved 
popular  with  the  blind,  and  others  are  needed. 

In  1929  the  Braille  Institute  of  America  was 
incorporated  under  the  laws  of  California,  to 
finance  reading  matter  for  the  blind,  through  an 
endowment  fund,  deposited  under  a  trust,  with 
a  strong  financial  institution.  The  Braille  press 
is  now  the  manufacturing  department  of  the  In- 
stitute, both  being  operated  on  a  non-profit  basis. 

The  magazines  published  by  the  Braille  In- 
stitute are  read  by  blind  subscribers  all  over  the 
United  States,  and  by  many  blind  readers  in 
foreign  countries  as  well.  The  Braille  books 
published  by  this  institution  are  deposited  in 
libraries  over  the  whole  country,  and  also  other 
lands. 

So  the  work  of  the  Braille  Institute  of  Amer- 
ica is  broadly  national,  and  international,  in  the 
interests  of  blind  persons  everywhere,  and  is 
non-sectarian,  and  truly  humanitarian. 

Visitors  are  always  welcome  at  the  Braille  In- 
stitute, and  its  printing  plant,  741  North  Ver- 
mont Avenue,  Los  Angeles — telephone  OLympia 
1121.  The  story  of  this  institution,  told  more 
fully, will  be  mailed  to  any  reader  who  asks  for  it. 
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The  Sixth  Sense 

By  JAMES  H.  COLLINS 


IMAGINE   the   conductor   helping 
you  off  the  train,  and  calling,  in 
his  best  Ail-Aboard!  voice,  "Here 
comes  a  blind  man — get  out  of  the 
way !" 

Picture  yourself  sitting  in  the  park. 
A  mother  brings  her  children  to  see 
you,  and  explains  what  a  terrible 
thing  it  is  to  be  blind,  lecturing  upon 
you,  like  one  of  the  animals  in  the 
zoo. 

Suppose  people  talked  to  you 
through  your  wife,  as  though  you 
were  deaf,  and  dumb,  and  asked  how 
long  you  had  been  that  way,  and 
wanted  to  know  who  dressed  and  fed 
you — would  it  get  your  nanny  goat? 

Sighted  people  like  to  imagine 
what  they  would  do  if  blind,  and 
one  of  the  commonest  ideas  is  that 
the  blind  develop  a  mysterious  "sixth 
sense."  That  is  right.  They  do.  They 
must! 

To  be  blind,  is  like  going  around 
with  "Kick  me!"  on  your  back.  The 
kind,  dumb  sighted  world  gives  you 
many  a  jolt.  Against  this  hazard,  the 
blind  develop  a  sixth  sense — the 
sense  of  humor. 


"We  never  knew,"  say  readers  of 
this  little  magazine,  "that  blind  peo- 
ple were  so  interesting.  But  then, 
you  must  pick  out  the  smartest  ones 
to  write  about." 

Well,  yes — and  no.  Blind  people 
are  just  people  who  see  things  other 
than  with  eyes.  One  hundred  blind 
persons  will  have  as  many  different 
kinds  of  ability  as  that  many  sighted 
persons.  They  will  be  mechanical, 
artistic,  intellectual,  social,  crafty, 
cranky,  and  even  dumb. 

We  like  to  show  the  blind  with 
their  ambitions  and  troubles,  their 
successes  and  fun.  If  there  were 
more  of  them,  the  kind,  dumb  world 
would  know  them  better.  But  they 
number  only  one  in  a  thousand. 

If  we  can  picture  them  as  they 
are,  along  with  their  mysterious  sixth 
sense,  they  will  find  more  opportuni- 
ties to  do  what  they  want  most — 
be  busy,  self-reliant  and  happy  in  the 
every-day  world. 

And  if  you,  sighted  reader,  acquire 
some  of  their  mysterious  sixth  sense, 
it  will  subtract  from  your  troubles 
and  add  to  your  fun. 
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A  Sightless  Dictaphone  Operator 

How  Clorinda  Mangee  Trained,  Made  Good,  and 
Blazed  a  Trail   into  a  New  Field  of  Opportunity 

From  notes  furnished 

By  KATE  M.  FOLEY 


Cal'fornia  State  Home  Teacher  for  the  Blind 


SUPPOSE  this  world  were  perfect. 
Just  picture  it  as  arranged  by  one 
of  the  many  plans  now  being  offered 
for  its  improvement,  and  running  along, 
with  everybody  in  the  place  where  he  and 
she  could  do  the  kind  of  work  which 
best  fitted  his  and  her  natural  abilities. 

In  that  kind  of  world,  you  would  cer- 
tainly find  blind  people  in  offices,  typing 
letters  and  records  from  dictaphone 
cylinders. 

For  this  work  is  exactly  suited  to  the 
blind,  with  their  acute  hearing  and  trained 
memory,  and  patience.  And  yet,  it  is  a 
field  of  opportunity  in  which  plucky  blind 
persons  are  still  pioneering,  against  the 
conservatism  of  business,  fighting  for  the 
opportunity  to  show  what  they  can  do  in 
measured  results. 

*  *  * 

Such  a  pioneer  is  Miss  Clorinda  Man- 
gee,  who  for  eight  years  has  held  a  posi- 
tion in  the  dictaphone  department  of  a  San 
Francisco    hardware    house,    and      = 
climbed    up    to    second    place    from 
the  top. 

Miss  Mangee  was  born  in  Califor- 
nia, and  lost  her  sight  in  early  in- 
fancy. As  soon  as  she  was  old 
enough  to  go  to  school,  she  was  sent 
to  the  School  for  the  Blind  at  Berke- 
ley, and  stayed  there  until  she  was 
graduated  in  the  high  school  course. 
Later,  she  learned  a  handicraft,  but 
as  it  was  one  adapted  to  the  blind 
she  wanted  an  occupation  which 
would  take  her  among  sighted 
people. 

AVith  this  ambition,  and  a  small 
amount  of  money  that  she  had  earned, 
she  went  to  a  business  college  and 
registered  for  an  evening  course  in 
typewriting.  The  course  lasted  three 
months,  and  with  the  facility  gained, 
she    became    convinced    that,    with 


more  training,  she  might  hope  to  compete 
with  her  more  fortunate  sisters. 

Having  confidence,  Miss  Mangee  sought 
advice  from  the  home  teacher  of  the  blind 
for  the  California  State  Library,  and  fol- 
lowing suggestions,  continued  daily  prac- 
tice at  home.  The  teacher  also  brought 
her  case  to  the  attention  of  the  Director 
of  State  Service  for  Civilian  Rehabilita- 
tion, and  as  soon  as  it  could  be  arranged, 
she  was  enrolled  as  a  student  in  a  well- 
known  Oakland  business  college,  for  train- 
ing as  a  typist  and  dictaphone  operator. 

After  six  months  of  intensive  study, 
with  the  intelligent  co-operation  of  the 
teachers  at  the  college,  Miss  Mangee  had 
attained  a  speed  of  seventy-five  words  per 
minute,  and  an  astonishing  degree  of  ac- 
curacy. In  a  short  time,  she  took  the 
State  civil  service  examination,  and  passed 
with  a  very  good  grade,  and  in  spite  of 
the^fact   that    she   had   not   enjoyed   any 


—  Photo  Paxon,  San  Francisco 

Dictation  from  a   dozen   different   executives — 

and  Miss  Mangee  has  also  become  the  "umpire" 

on  hardware  technicalities. 
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previous    office    experience    which    would 
count  in  her  favor. 

The  first  position  secured  by  this  reso- 
lute blind  girl  was  one  that  came  through 
her  civil  service  examination.  In  a  few 
weeks  she  was  employed  by  the  State  In- 
dustrial Accident  Commission,  where  she 
stayed  a  year.  Still  seeking  new  worlds 
to  conquer,  she  applied  for  a  place  in 
private  business,  and  was  engaged  by  the 
San  Francisco  hardware  concern  where 
she  has  worked  for  the  past  eight  years. 

The  hardware  business  is  highly  tech- 
nical, and  its  correspondence  and  records 
involve  difficult  trade  phraseology.  It  is 
also  a  business  of  many  different  depart- 
ments, in  which  the  technical  terms  vary 
greatly. 

Miss  Mangee  was  soon  taking  wax 
cylinder  dictation  from  a  dozen  different 
department  heads,  and  matching  her  abil- 
ity against  sighted  operators  long  familiar 
with  the  hardware  business.  Her  atten- 
tion to  detail,  and  her  memory,  enabled 
her  to  master  the  complexities  of  the 
work,  and  her  courage  and  appreciation  of 
the  chance  to  work  with  sighted  opera- 
tors, overcame  any  strangeness  that  may 
have  been  felt  at  the  start.  Promotion  fol- 
lowed, until  she  arose  to  the  position  of 

senior  operator. 

*  *  * 

"She  has  transcribed  cylinders  from 
every  dictator  in  the  house,"  says  one  of 
her  employers,  "and  her  familiarity  with 
their  dictation  is  of  assistance  to  new 
operators.  The  work  she  does  is  not  easy 
for  any  operator  with  all  the  advantages 
of  sight,  and  opportunities  for  contact 
with  sources  of  information  needed  to 
properly  transcribe  dictation  that  is  often 
carelessly  placed  on  the  cylinder.  She 
patiently  untangles  the  real  from  the 
seeming  in  the  improperly  worded  sen- 
tences that  are  often  flung  into  the  dic- 
taphone, and  seldom  requires  assistance 
in  the  task.  She  has  become  the  depart- 
ment authority  on  matters  of  sentence 
construction  and  spelling,  and  because  of 
her  eight  years'  experience  with  the  terms 
used  in  the  hardware  business,  she  accel- 
erates the  progress  of  the  newcomers  in 
the  department  by  supplying  the  doubtful 
word  or  phrase  needed.  Her  courage, 
which  keeps  alert  the  critical  attitude  to- 
ward her  own  accomplishments,  is  a  re- 
buke to  those  of  us  who  indulge  in  self- 


pity  when  the  road  seems  hard  traveling." 
Miss  Mangee  now  transcribes  the  work 
of  twenty  dictators,  and  has  a  daily  aver- 
age of  thirteen  cylinders.  She  has  demon- 
strated the  possibility  of  using  a  tabulator, 
which  was  long  thought  to  be  impossible 
for  a  blind  typist.  She  has  no  difficulty 
in  selecting  the  right  kind  of  carbon  paper, 
for  the  different  uses  of  a  large  office, 
with  a  complicated  system  of  correspond- 
ence and  records.  The  complexity  of  the 
correspondence  is  shown  in  the  fact  that 
this  firm  uses  eight  different  kinds  of  sta- 
tionery, and  in  its  records,  apart  from 
correspondence,  there  are  bids,  specifica- 
tions and  similar  abstruse  documents,  all 
of  which  she  takes  from  the  dictating 
machine. 

Memory  must  be  called  to  the  aid  of  a 
blind  office  worker  to  a  much  greater  ex- 
tent than  with  a  sighted  one.  It  is  neces- 
sary to  memorize  the  location  of  all  the 
different  letter  heads,  forms  and  sheets. 
In  writing  form  letters,  Miss  Mangee  has 
developed  a  system  all  her  own,  for 
putting  in  the  names  of  the  various  sales- 
men, and  making  the  insertions  on  the 
exact  line  reserved  for  these  names  in 
the  original  draft. 

But  if  memory  makes  greater  demands, 
it  also  has  its  compensations,  because 
much  of  this  blind  operator's  accuracy  is 
the  result  of  her  memory  system. 

In  quantity  of  work,  her  record  is  from 
sixty-five  to  ninety-six  letters  a  day,  which 
in  an  eight-hour  day,  works  out  at  from 
five  to  seven  minutes  for  each  letter,  a 
remarkable  speed  to  maintain  day  after 
day.  Besides  the  length  of  each  letter, 
there  is  the  detail  of  deciphering  each 
time,  a  new  correspondent's  message  to 
a  new  person.  In  a  recent  month  that 
contained  twenty  working  days,  and  four 
half-holidays,  she  transcribed  1,526  letters. 

This  blind  dictaphone  operator  is  very 
happy  in  her  work,  and  hopeful  that  her 
success  may  inspire  others  similarly  hand- 
icapped, as  well  as  prove  to  conservative 
employers  that  it  is  possible  for  a  well- 
trained  blind  operator  to  do  as  well  as, 
and  sometimes  better  than,  sighted  work- 
ers. Miss  Mangee  has  proved  this  by  the 
best  possible  test — her  work,  measured  in 
quantity  and  quality. 


For  every  subscription  to  LIGHT,  three  dol- 
lars a  year,  one  of  our  Braille  magazines  is  sent 
free  to  a  blind  reader  who  cannot  afford  to  sub- 
scribe. 
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Seeing  Pictures  Without  Optics 

The  Blind   Thoroughly   Enjoy  Many  "Sights" 
and   Here   are  Some  of   Their   Resources 

By  J.  ROBERT  ATKINSON 


THE  blind  person's  sight  is  largely  in 
the  balls  of  his  fingers,  instead  of  the 
eyeballs.  Through  the  sense  of  touch, 
aided  by  the  power  of  vision,  he  forms 
accurate  mental  pictures  of  the  things  he 
feels.  His  fingers  are  his  stock  in  trade. 
He  guards  them  as  others  guard  their 
eyes.  The  loss  of  his  finger,  or  an  injury 
to  any  one  of  them,  is  to  the  blind  like 
going  blind  the  second  time,  if  not  worse. 

As  I  type  this,  I  have  in  mind  my  little 
friend,  Bobby  Brereton. 

Bobby  has  never  seen  material  objects 
with  the  eyes,  but  to  know  him  is  to  be 
convinced  by  his  happy  smile  that  he 
has  acquired  pictures  of  the  things  he  con- 
tacts which  may  be  more  beautiful  and 
perfect  than  their  external  forms  convey. 
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Braille  Institute  photo 

Through   sensitive  fingers,  this  blind  school- 
boy is  "seeing"  the  geography  of  England. 


Most  of  you  have  seen  the  cardboard 
puzzle  map  of  the  United  States.  Bobby 
has  one,  and  it  would  do  your  heart  good 
to  see  him  use  it.  If  you  have  tried  to 
put  this  map  together  without  a  diagram 


to  guide  you,  you  are  aware  of  the  mental 
test  involved.  But  this  is  real  child's  play 
for  blind  Bobby.  He  has  formed  a  mental 
picture  of  every  state  in  the  union.  Throw 
them  all  together  in  a  box,  and  in  almost 
a  jiffy  Bobby  can  place  each  state  in  its 
proper  position. 

Visit  the  Braille  Institute  of  America 
where  the  blind  are  employed,  and  you 
will  see  them  performing  certain  duties 
as  efficiently  as  their  co-workers  with  eye- 
sight. 

For  instance,  they  are  going  from  one 
table  to  another  in  the  bindery,  picking  up 
printed  pages  and  gathering  them  into 
books  or  magazines.  They  see  what  they 
are  doing,  otherwise  they  could  not  hold 
their  jobs.  And  sometimes  they  see  more 
than  their  associates. 

I  am  reminded  here  of  an  incident  that 
occurred  several  years  ago. 

A  poem  on  the  flag  had  been  submitted 
for  publication  in  our  magazine,  "The 
Braille  Mirror."  As  editor,  I  hurriedly 
approved  the  work,  and  sent  it  to  the  com- 
posing-room. An  operator  with  sight  set 
it  up.  A  proof-reader  with  sight  gave  it 
the  first  reading.  Then  it  passed  into  the 
hands  of  a  blind  proof-reader.  Soon  he 
appeared  in  the  office,  pointing  out  a  flag- 
rant discrepancy  in  statement : 

Every  patriot  should  be 

As  the  stripes  for  purity, 

And  the  forty-eight  stars  of  blue, 

Of  a  slightly  darkened  hue, 

Is  the  sky  under  which  they  fought, 

Under  which  their  blood  our  freedom  bought. 

This  young  man  had  never  seen  blue 
sky  or  the  stars,  but  yet  he  caught  this 
mistake,  which  his  co-workers  with  sight, 
and  the  editor  himself,  had  failed  to  see. 

Remember,  the  average  blind  person 
you  meet  is  constituted  very  much  the 
same  as  yourself.  His  tastes,  ambitions 
and  desires  are  perhaps  closely  akin  to 
yours.  To  understand  him,  you  must  con- 
cede this  point  at  the  outset.  Nine  chances 
to  one,   he   lost  his  sight  after  reaching 
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maturity.  Therefore,  he  once  enjoyed  the 
arts,  landscape  scenes,  the  theatre  and 
other  things  which  still  contribute  to  your 
happiness. 

I  know  a  blind  man  who  objects  to 
riding  in  a  closed  automobile  because  he 
says  it  prevents  him  from  getting  an  im- 
pression of  the  trees  and  buildings  as  he 
rides.  For  want  of  some  better  term, 
"The  sensing  of  obstacles."  Some  have 
acquired  this  ability  more  than  others. 

Even  the  sunshine  enhances  the  blind 
man's  comfort  and  happiness.  Though  he 
cannot  see  it  physically,  he  can  feel  it.  I 
never  was  so  miserable,  either  before  or 
since  losing  my  sight,  than  when  living 
for  a  little  while  in  a  house  wherein  the 
sun's  rays  could  not  enter.  Never  imagine 
that  a  blind  man  is  not  thrilled  by  the 
very  phenomena  which  give  wings  to  your 
emotions. 

Lest  you  may  say  this  sounds  too  tran- 
scendental, please  remember  that  physical 
blindness  compels  the  blind  individual  to 
develop  his  latent  mental  resources.  He 
must  constantly  use  his  mental  faculties 
to  offset  the  limitations  of  his  handicap. 

If  he  lays  a  book  or  anything  down  he 
must  remember  where  he  laid  it,  or  else 
spend  hours  searching  for  it,  perhaps  in 
vain.  I  never  knew  where  to  find  my  hat 
before  losing  my  sight.  Now,  if  I  lay 
anything  aside,  and  no  one  molests  it, 
although  weeks  may  have  elapsed,  I  can 
generally  pick  it  up  instantly. 

The  loss  of  physical  eyesight,  and  the 
perpetual  exercise  of  the  mind  faculties  it 
necessarily  entails,  enhances  and  enlarges 
the  power  of  imagination  and  discrimina- 
tion. Thus,  the  blind  man  really  learns  to 
see  mentally  instead  of  physically.  Draw- 
ing upon  his  memory,  the  person  blinded 
after  maturity  recalls  scenes  and  faces 
from  his  childhood  up.  Through  his  imagi- 
nation he  forms  accurate  mental  pictures 
of  the  things  he  feels  and  reads  in  his 
Braille  books. 

Remembering  that  the  artist's  painting 
was  a  mental  concept  before  it  appeared 
on  the  canvas,  it  should  not  be  thought 
strange  that  a  blind  person,  through  the 
power  of  vision,  can  appreciate  art  by 
reading  a  description  of  it. 

Practical  ideas  frequently  materialize 
through  the  reading  of  good  books,  or 
the  study  of  scientific  literature.  Travel 
is  not  the  only  way  of  seeing  the  world. 


Authors  and  lecturers  often  portray  vivid 
pictures  of  distant  lands  to  those  who 
have  been  denied  the  advantage  of  travel. 

Seeing  without  optics  has  been  spoken 
of  as  second  sight.  But  who  can  say  that 
it  is  not  in  reality  first  sight,  considering 
the  fact  that  all  things  tangible  have  a 
mental  origin? 

So,  through  the  reading  of  good  books 
in  Braille,  or  by  inviting  a  blind  person 
to  go  with  you  to  the  theatre  or  a  lecture, 
for  a  stroll  in  the  park  or  woods,  beside 
the  rippling  brooks,  or  for  an  automobile 
ride  in  the  country  where  the  meadow 
larks  may  be  heard,  you  can  paint  pictures 
on  the  canvas  of  memory  which  he  will 
long  remember  and  enjoy. 

Photographs  are,  of  course,  just  beyond 
the  borderland  of  the  sensitive  touch  of 
the  blind,  although  profiles,  architecture 
and  landscapes  reproduced  in  relief  can 
be  appreciated  to  a  remarkable  degree. 

In  many  schools  for  the  blind,  museums 
are  to  be  found,  filled  with  miniature 
productions  of  animals,  buildings,  inven- 
tions of  all  kinds  which  serve  as  pictures 
for  the  blind  pupil.  Maps  and  diagrams 
in  relief,  outline  to  the  sensitive  fingers 
of  the  blind  a  correct  mental  picture  of 
the  world.  On  these  maps,  dotted  lines 
serve  for  rivers,  and  mountain  ranges  are 
indicated  by  special  marks.  Oceans  and 
large  bodies  of  water  are  represented  by 
a  solid  mass  of  little  dots,  while  capitals 
are  indicated  by  large  circles,  the  major 
cities  by  smaller  ones. 

In  some  schools,  large  globes  have  been 
specially  made,  and  marked  in  Braille, 
which  enable  the  blind  pupils  not  only  to 
see  the  relative  locations  of  the  various 
countries  of  the  world,  but  also  actually 
to  see  the  motion  of  the  earth  on  its 
axis,  and  the  revolution  of  the  planets 
around  the  earth. 

I  hope  I  have  said  something  here 
which  will  enable  the  reader  to  realize 
that  it  is  possible  for  blind  persons  to 
formulate  reasonably  accurate  pictures  of 
the  things  they  contact  in  daily  life ;  also 
that  pictures  themselves,  as  well  as  ar- 
chitecture and  profiles,  can  be  reproduced 
in  raised  typography,  if  not  confused  by 
too  much  detail,  so  that  the  blind  can 
appreciate  them  to  a  limited  degree. 


"Be  sure  it's  the  Braille  Institute" 
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He's  a  Blind  Data  Hound 

But  Kenneth  Marshall  Was  Always  Good  at  Facts- 
Loss  of  Sight  Led  Him   to  Make   It  His  Business 

By  JAMES  H.  COLLINS 


IT  IS  no  easy  job,  getting  Kenneth 
Marshall  out  of  his  office.  His  young 
life  seems  to  be  made  up  of  answers 
and  questions.  Other  people  ask  the  ques- 
tions, and  he  furnishes  the  answers. 
And  such  answers ! 

Dates,  names  of  people  and  corpora- 
tions, amounts  of  insurance  and  premi- 
ums, details  of  claims.  But  Marshall  re- 
plied as  though  he  were  reading  the  an- 
swers off  a  balance  sheet. 

Finally  we  broke  away,  and  walked 
across  the  park  to  his  favorite  restaurant, 
he  following  with  one  finger  on  my  arm, 
and  by  some  instinct  dodging  boys  on 
scooters  and  fat  mammas  with  their  bun- 
dles. Don't  tell  me  the  blind  have  no  sixth 
sense ! 

At  the  restaurant,  he  had  to  answer 
questions  before  we  could  eat.  A  cus- 
tomer had  made  a  claim.  Fooling  with  a 
curtain  he  had  pulled  it  down  on  his  head. 
I  don't  know  whether  the  damage  was  a 
bashed  hat  or  a  fractured  skull,  but  there 
were  questions  to  be  answered,  because 
Marshall  carries  the  insurance  for  that 
place. 

Then  we  had  something  to  eat,  and  I 
got  his  story. 

"I  am  a  native  son  of  California!"  he 
said.  "Born  in  Lathrop,  in  1892,  and  have 
spent  most  or  my  life  in  Los  Angeles.  As 
a  boy,  my  strength  was  not  sufficient  to 
allow  me  to  keep  on  in  school.  I  had  to 
quit,  and  be  outdoors,  and  had  to  work, 
so  I  cut  lawns  and  did  odd  jobs — quite  a 
number  of  men  who  have  risen  in  business 
were  boys,  doing  the  same  kind  of  work, 
twenty  years  ago. 

"I  went  to  Arizona  in  1920,  and  became 
managing  editor  of  the  Nogales  'Times,' 
and  in  April,  1921,  through  an  accident, 
lost  my  sight.  During  convalescence,  I 
was  back  in  Los  Angeles.  It  was  a  heavy 
blow,  but  the  doctor  held  out  some  hope 
of  my  regaining  sight,  and  that  helped  me 
pass  through  the  gloomy  phase.    Also,  I 


was  soon  determined  to  get  out  and  do 
something,  sight  or  no  sight." 

Marshall  is  not  in  the  heavyweight 
class,  physically,  though  he  looks  well  and 
fit,  and  his  chief  characteristic  is  a  restless 
energy  and  love  of  work.  You  cannot 
imagine  him  sitting  still  long,  even  under 
the  handicap  of  blindness. 


— Braille  Institute  photo 

Blind  for  ten  years,  Kenneth  Marshall  has  car- 
ried on  a  complicated  insurance  business. 


"In  June,  1922,  I  began  looking  for  a 
job,"  he  continued.  "And  I  soon  landed 
one  in  the  insurance  business,  which  was 
a  line  that  seemed  interesting,  and  well 
within  my  ability,  now  that  permanent 
blindness  had  become  a  fact.  My  line  is 
fire,  ocean  marine,  liability,  automobile, 
fidelity  and  surety  bond,  and  so  forth — 
not  life  insurance.  I  found  that  it  was  a 
business  of  much  detail.  I  had  always 
liked  the  detail  side  of  business,  the  ac- 
counting, and  credits.    Since  it  has  been 
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necessary  to  train  my  memory,  I  have 
developed  a  facility  that  astonishes  sight- 
ed people.  For  instance,  in  court  I  have 
recited  lists  of  names,  dates  and  details, 
while  being  checked  against  written  lists, 
and  made  few  mistakes.  Names  and  dates 
are  nuts  to  me.  I  seem  to  have  some  men- 
tal capacity  for  them,  though  I  could  not 
remember  two  lines  of  poetry,  or  a  page 
from  a  book,  as  did  Theodore  Roosevelt. 
This  was  the  trend  of  my  mind  before  I 
lost  sight,  and  I  have  developed  it.  Some 
things  about  it  I  do  not  understand,  but 
it  is  not  a  sixth  sense. 

"My  job  paid  fifteen  dollars  a  month 
salary,  and  commission  on  the  insurance 
business  I  could  stir  up.  I  started  from 
door  to  door,  'cold  turkey.'  Called  on 
everybody  I  knew,  and  could  hear  of,  who 
bought  this  kind  of  insurance.  I  knew  a 
great  many  people,  having  lived  here 
most  of  my  life.  And  my  friends  sent  me 
to  other  prospects." 

"Did  you  have  any  difficulty  on  account 
of  your  blindness?  Or  was  it  an  advan- 
tage to  have  so  many  friends?" 

"Neither  one  nor  the  other.  Nobody 
seemed  to  feel  sorry  for  me,  or  give  me 
any  particular  sympathy,  and  after  the 
first  minute  or  two,  my  blindness  was  for- 
gotten, because  I  had  gauged  the  pros- 
pect's insurance  needs,  and  was  busy  tell- 
ing him  what  I  could  do  for  him. 

"This  kind  of  insurance  is  sold  on  serv- 
ice more  than  upon  the  original  policy. 
A  new  client  may  buy  insurance  because 
you  offer  an  attractive  policy,  or  show  an 
intimate  knowledge  of  his  needs,  but  it 
is  in  what  you  do  for  him  afterwards  that 
you  build  up  your  business.  Take  this 
restaurant,  and  its  damage  claim.  Such 
claims  are  annoying  and  time  wasting, 
apart  from  money  cost.  If  the  insurance 
man  takes  them  off  his  client's  mind,  he 
is  rendering  a  great  service.  I  say  to  my 
clients,  'Send  me  your  claims,  and  then 
forget  them.'  That  is  what  builds  and 
holds  business." 

*  *  * 

He  is  a  self  reliant  fellow,  and  like  many 
of  the  blind,  wants  to  stand  on  his  own 
feet  and  beat  the  sighted  fellows  in  honest 
competition.  This  self  reliance,  he  told 
me,  extends  even  to  the  desire  to  get  about 
with  the  least  assistance. 

"Let  me  put  one  hand  on  your  arm  and 
go  along,"  he  said,  as  we  started  for  lunch. 
"I  have  a  real  dislike  for  being  led  or 
assisted." 


However,  when  it  comes  to  assisting 
others  who  have  lost  eyesight  in  adult 
life,  he  spends  a  great  deal  of  time,  and 
not  a  little  money,  in  efforts  to  rehabilitate 
and  place  blinded  men  and  women. 

"What  we  want  to  do,"  he  said,  "is  ac- 
quaint sighted  people  with  the  abilities  of 
the  blind,  so  that  they  may  be  employed 
in  offices,  factories  and  other  places.  Due 
to  lack  of  knowledge,  sighted  employers 
will  not  give  blind  workers  a  chance  to 
make  good.  One  blind  person,  given  a 
chance,  would  often  show  that  employ- 
ment, not  charity,  is  the  solution  of  this 
problem." 

"You  know  something  about  placing 
sighted  workers  in  any  business,"  I  said. 
"It  is  complicated.  Add  blindness  and  it 
becomes  still  more  complicated.  Can  this 
be  done  by  an  organization — or  is  it  a  job 
for  the  state?" 

"It  is  not  simple,"  Marshall  admitted. 
"I've  had  some  disappointments  in  trying 
to  place  people.  But  blind  people  have 
a  wide  range  of  ability.  The  understand- 
ing and  patient  co-operation  of  the  sighted 
public  is  needed.  An  organization  can  do 
much  to  create  that  understanding." 
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The  Lions'  Splendid  Work  for  the  Blind 

Besides    Sponsoring    Books    for   the    Blind,  this 
Order  is  Now  Taking  Up  Their  Employment  Problem 


AS  THIS  issue  of  "Light"  comes  off 
the  press,  the  Lions  are  gathering 
in  Los  Angeles  10,000  strong.  It  is 
fitting  that  we  should  dedicate  it  to  an 
order  which  has  done  so  much  for  blind 
people,  and  "Light"  gratefully  acknowl- 
edges the  work  of  the  International  Asso- 
ciation of  Lions  Clubs,  and  wishes  them 
the  best  of  everything  at  their  convention 
July  19  to  22. 

First,  the  Lions  have  shouldered  part  of 
the  general  reading  problem  of  the  blind. 
Below  we  give  a  list  of  books  printed  by 
the  printing  department  of  the  Braille 
Institute  of  America  which  have  been 
placed  in  libraries  through  the  country  by 
individual  Lions  Clubs,  and  books  of 
other  presses  have  been  sponsored  in  the 
same  generous  way.  The  Lions  also  pub- 
lish a  Braille  magazine  for  children. 

In  sponsoring  Braille  books,  the  partic- 
ular Lions  Club  usually  gives  a  sum  suf- 
ficient to  cover  the  full  cost  of  the  stereo- 
type plates,  and  places  at  least  one  free 
copy  in  a  library  circulating  books  for  the 
blind.  Sometimes  the  club  sponsors  a 
book  in  memory  of  a  departed  brother, 
and  always  a  certificate  page,  giving 
credit  to  the  club,  is  bound  in  each  vol- 
ume, as  an  acknowledgment  of  the  blind 
reading  public. 

The  Lions  are  an  organization  of  busi- 
ness men,  and  this  work  for  the  blind  has 
led  them  to  study  the  employment  and 
placement  problems  of  both  the  blind  and 
the  blinded.  It  is  expected  that,  as  this 
phase  of  the  work  is  understood,  the 
Lions  will  contribute  their  business  ex- 
perience and  their  splendid  fraternal  spirit 
to  the  solution  of  the  biggest  problem  of 
the  sightless — fitting  themselves  for,  and 
finding  their  proper  place  in,  the  worka- 
day world  of  everyday  people. 


Bristol,  Conn.,  The  Song  of  the  Lark,  Part  I,  Cather. 

Bronx,    N.    Y.,  The  Thundering   Herd,   Grey. 

Collingswood,     N.     J.,     Youth     and     the     Bright     Medusa, 
Cather. 

Cranford,    N.   J.,   The   Song   of   the   Lark,    Part   6,    Cather. 

Detroit,    Mich.,     Washington,    the    Image    and    the    Man, 
Woodward. 

Detroit   (Downtown),  The  Green  Murder  Case,  Van  Dine. 

Detroit    (Northwest    Lions    Club),    The    Duke    Steps    Out, 
Cary. 

Elizabeth,    N.   J.,    The    Cat   and   the    Captain,    Coatsworth. 
Floral  Park,  L.   I.,  N.  Y.,  I   Know  a  Secret,  Morley. 
Frederick,   Md.,   The   Gentle  Reader,   Crothers. 
Greenwich,    Conn.,   My    Story   That   I    Like   Best    (various 

authors). 
Hempstead   and   Garden    City,   L.    I.,   N.    Y.,    Indian   Sum- 
mer and  In  Chancery,   Galsworthy. 
Hillside,   N.   J.,   Hallowe'en  Stories,  Tyler. 
Hollis,  L.  I.,  N.  Y.,  The  Song  of  the  Lark,   Cather,  Parts 

3,  4  and  5  ;   The  Ebb  Tide,   Stevenson. 
Long   Island,   N.   Y.,   Twenty-four  Unusual   Stories,   Tyler. 
Lyons,  N.  Y.,  The  Dynamic  of  Manhood,  Gulick. 
Maplewood  -  South     Orange,     N.    J.,     Seeing    the    Eastern 

States,   Faris. 
Montclair,   N.  J.,  The  Hunter's  Moon,   Poole. 
Mt.    Vernon,    N.    Y.,    Bermuda    in    Poem,    Fairchild ;    The 

Girls,   Ferber. 
New  Brunswick,  N.  J.,  A  Literary  Courtship,  Fuller. 
New   Rochelle,   N.   Y.,   When   You   Write  a  Letter,  Clark. 
Niagara   Falls,   N.   Y.,   Dangerous   Age,   Macaulay. 
North   Park,   San   Diego,   Calif.,   The   Out  Trail,   Rinehart. 
Passaic,   N.  J.,  Johnny   Blossom,   Zwilgmeyer. 
'Perth    Amboy,    N.    J.,    The    Song    of    the    Lark,    Cather, 

Part   2. 
Pittsfield,    Mass.,    The    Pavilion    on    the    Links,    Stevenson. 
Port  Washington,   L.   I.,   N.   Y.,   Lady   Into  Fox,   Garnett. 
Queens  Village,  L.  I.,  N.  Y.,  The  Dove's  Nest,  Mansfield. 
Richmond    Hill,    South    Long    Island,    N.    Y.,    A    Man    of 

Mark,    Hope. 
Rochester,   N.   Y.,  The  Glorious  Adventure,   Halliburton. 
San   Diego,   Calif,    (see  North   Park). 
South   Orange,   N.  J.    (see  Maplewood). 
Trenton,  N.  J.,  Wake  Robin,   Burroughs. 
Tuckahoe,    N.    Y.,    The   Rajah's   Diamond,    Stevenson. 
Washington,   D.   C,   Out  of  the  Dark,   Keller;  The  World 
I    Live    In,    Keller ;    My    Key    of    Life    and    The    Stone 
Wall,   Keller. 
Waterbury,    Conn.,    Portrait    of    a    Man    with    Red    Hair, 

Walpole. 
Westfield,   N.  J.,  Tomorrow  Morning,  Parrish. 
White   Plains,   N.   Y.,   A   Man   of   Property,    Galsworthy. 
Woodhaven,   L.   I.,   N.   Y.,   A  Venetian  June,   Fuller. 
Yonkers,   N.  Y.,   Awakening  and  To  Let,  Galsworthy. 


Braille  Books  Sponsored  by  Lions  Clubs 

(Press  of  Braille  Institute  of  America) 

Atlantic      Highlands,      N.      J.,      Insurance      Underwriting, 
Brown. 

Bridgeport,   Conn.,  God  and  the  Grocery  Man,  Wright. 


To  the  Public: 

The  Braille  Institute  of  America 

wishes  to  emphasize  that  its  head- 

quarters are  at  741  North  Vermont 

Avenue  and  that  they  are  not  affili- 

ated with  any  other  Blind  Agency. 
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A  Few  Words  on  a  Live  Topic 

Nothing   Less  than  Old  Man   Money,  Whose 
Extended  Vacation  is  Tough  on  Your  Blind  Pals 


AL 


LWAYS  speak 
well  of  the  ab- 
sent, they  say. 
So  I  take  my  pen  in 
hand  to  say  a  few 
kind  words  about 
money,  which  has 
been  AWOL  since 
you  know  when.  One  day  you  hear  that 
THEY  have  it — and  then  you  hear  not. 
Maybe  they  have  it,  but  won't  spend  it, 
or  maybe  it  has  gone  and  got  itself  tight. 

The  prolonged  vacation  which  money 
seems  to  have  taken  for  itself  is  hard 
on  blind  readers  of  our  Braille  magazines. 
There  are  not  as  many  pianos  to  be  tuned, 
or  musical  engagements  to  be  had,  in 
times  like  these,  and  the  blind  subscribers 
write  to  tell  us  they  cannot  renew. 

But  here  is  where  our  subscription  plan 


TRinity   9961 

Samuel  L.  Carpenter,  Jr. 

Vice-Pres.  and  Gen.  Mgr. 

RULE  &  SONS,  Inc. 

INSURANCE 
Pacific   Finance   Building 
11  South  Hope  St.  Los  Angeles 


"Quality    Photography — Priced    Fairly" 

BOB    GAMBLE 

Home— PORTRAITS— Studio 

Commercial   Photography 

1303  Melrose  Hollywood 

Phone  Mo.  18533        A  representative  ivill  call 


NORGE  and  MAJESTIC  REFRIGERATORS 
PHILCO,  RCA-VICTOR,  MAJESTIC  RADIOS 

Wolfe  Radio  &  Music  Co. 

Radio  Experts  Since  1910 

"We  Insist   That   You  Be  Satisfied" 

547  S.  Western  Ave.      Phone  WAsh.  5711 

Open  Evenings 


Telephone  OLympia  1121 

B.  H.  DAHLKE 

BOOKBINDING 

U.  B.  P.  Bldg. 

739  N.  Vermont  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 


for  "Light"  comes  right  on  the  job. 

As  you  know,  for  every  sighted  reader 
who  sends  three  dollars  for  "Light,"  we 
are  able  to  send  a  Braille  magazine  to 
some  blind  reader  who  sure  needs  a  lift 
through  the  narrow  place  in  the  economic 
fence.  And  believe  me,  the  blind  appre- 
ciate it ! 

Money  must  be  around  somewhere. 

Just  the  other  day,  we  got  a  subscrip- 
tion to  "Light"  from  away  off  in  South 
Africa,  in  good  British  shillings.  How 
the  magazine  ever  got  so  far  away,  beats 
me,  and  I  certainly  hope  that  Old  Man 
Money  hasn't  gone  that  far  off  for  its 
self-invited    furlough. 

But  meanwhile,  if  you  see  this  AWOL 
anywhere,  or  happen  to  have  him  with 
you,  chase  him  our  way. 

His  blind  pals  need  him ! 


Tb&t^iuufkdH 


EVENING— A  song  with  words 

by 

Maurine  Campbell 

Music  by  Alice  Coleman  Batchelder 
50c  per  copy — $5.00  per  dozen 


MORNING— A   Companion  to 
EVENING 

by  the  same  author  and  composer 

50e  per  copy — $5.00  per  dozen 

All  net  revenue  from  sales  used  for 
literary  advancement  of  the  blind 


Distributors 

UNIVERSAL    BRAILLE    PRESS 

739  North  Vermont  Avenue 

Telephone  OLympia  1121 
Los  Angeles,  California 
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Blind  and  Deaf— and  a  Baseball  Fan! 

Likewise   a    Radio   and   Mechanical    Expert- 
How  Chester   Roberts   "Watches"  a   Ball   Game 

By  CARLYLE  HOADLEY 


ONE  of  the  hardships  of  Chester  N. 
Roberts'  life  is,  not  being  blind, 
nor  deaf,  but  in  being  regarded  as 
— dumb !  Born  a  perfectly  normal  boy, 
and  losing  his  hearing  at  the  age  of  ten, 
the  result  of  a  slight  fall,  and  hereafter 
finding  his  sight  fading  out — sympathetic 
souls  seem  to  take  it  for  granted  that  he 
is  a  100  per  cent  loss,  physically  speaking. 

Which  is  far  from  the  case.    For  this 
blind-deaf    man    has    exceptional    intelli- 


— Braille  Institute  photo 

"God  gave  me  a  pair  of  hands."    Says  Chester 

Roberts,  and  although  he  cannot  hear  or  see, 

those  hands  build  and  doctor  radio  sets. 


gence,  and  mechanical  ability.  He  has 
mastered  the  new  art  of  radio.  He  is  an 
eager  follower  of  baseball.  And  an  "Amos 
'n'  Andy"  fan — 

But  read  his  story,  judge  for  yourself: 

Born  in  Mansfield,  Massachusetts,  and 
going  to  public  school  until  his  accident, 
he  was  not  disheartened  by  the  handicaps 


imposed  upon  him.  Just  able  to  see  his 
way  around,  as  sight  faded,  he  played 
baseball,  football,  chopped  wood,  raised 
chickens  and  tilled  a  garden — and  made 
them  pay ! 

At  thirteen,  losing  his  mother,  he  en- 
tered the  Perkins  Institution  for  the  Blind, 
where  he  learned  chair-caning,  rush-seat- 
ing and  Sloyd  work.  He  was  keenly  in- 
terested in  literature,  and  still  is. 

His  teachers  pushed  him  forward,  but 
the  authorities  refused  him  a  full  high 
school  education.  So,  at  nineteen,  he  de- 
cided to  go  to  work.  Entering  the  State 
workshop,  he  mastered  willow  basket  and 
furniture  making,  and  became  one  of  the 
best  workers. 

Still,  that  was  not  enough,  for  he  had 
long  ago  discovered  the  importance  of 
living  as  closely  as  possible  to  everyday 
people. 

"I  have  no  patience  with  the  blind 
who  will  not  try,"  he  says.  "I  do  not  con- 
sider myself  wonderful,  but  God  had  given 
me  a  pair  of  hands,  and  it  was  up  to  me 
to  use  them." 

So,  his  next  step  was  finding  a  job,  and 
for  a  while  he  washed  dishes  in  a  chain 
restaurant,  where  he  held  his  own  with 
husky  sighted  men — he  is  only  five-feet- 
five,  and  then  weighed  123  pounds.  He 
found  it  pleasant  to  work  with  seeing  peo- 
ple, and  they  were  kindly,  and  struck 
up  conversations  in  rest  moments,  writing 
words  in  his  hand,  he  replying  by  voice. 

But  this  proved  too  hard,  and  he  had 
to  go  back  to  the  basket  shop,  where  he 
sewed  brooms,  became  a  fast  worker,  and 
learned  to  make  toy  brooms  for  kiddies, 
still  one  of  his  handicrafts. 
*  *  * 

Radio  work  has  given  him  his  greatest 
pleasure,  and  he  has  had  much  satisfaction 
in  "taming  wild  sets,"  and  tuning  in  hard 
distance  stations. 

Never  taught  anything  about  radio,  he 
has  learned  much  by  patient  exploring 
with  a  trained  sense  of  touch,  and  his  me- 
chanical mind.  Time  after  time  he  has  re- 
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built  sets,  and  cured  balky  receivers  of 
weird  static,  as  well  as  wound  coils,  ad- 
justed condensers,  torn  down,  built  up, 
and  substituted  different  parts. 

He  has  a  small  receiver  which  he  holds 
in  the  palm  of  his  hand,  "hearing"  the 
reception  by  feeling,  and  detecting  music, 
speech  and  so  forth  by  touch.  He  has 
tuned  in  stations  as  far  as  Mexico,  from 
his  present  home  in  Cambridge,  Massa- 
chusetts, and  many  of  the  stations  in  this 
country  as  far  as  Florida  and  Oklahoma. 

"I  get  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  just 
siting  at  the  radio  and  feeling  the  music," 
he  says.  "With  speech,  I  can  tell  who  is 
talking,  Amos  or  Andy,  for  Amos  talks 
faster  than  Andy,  with  his  slow  drawl." 

*  *  * 

But  baseball  is  his  greatest  delight,  and 
his  home  is  decorated  with  souvenirs  of 
the  national  game,  such  as  baseballs 
signed  by  Ty  Cobb,  Tris  Speaker,  Walter 
Johnson,  Bill  Carrigan  and  Connie  Mack, 
and  a  famous  "shutout"  ball  that  won  a 
big  game,  and  others  signed  by  whole 
teams.  He  has  the  bat  with  which  Ty 
Cobb  hit  five  "homers"  in  two  days. 

The  ball-players  all  know  him,  and 
.each  season  he  receives  a  pass,  going  to 
the  games  with  a  friend  who  keeps  him 
posted  on  the  game  by  talking  upon  the 
palm  of  his  hand.  As  soon  as  he  is  seated 
near  the  cage,  he  asks  who  the  players 
are,  and  where  they  are  playing,  and 
quickly  has  the  whole  run  of  the  game, 
which  he  follows  with  breathless  interest. 

Blind  and  a  baseball  bug,  deaf  and  a 
radio  nut ! 

"Yes,  because  I  was  not  brought  up  as 
a  blind  boy,"  he  answers.  "Such  bringing 
up  is  a  terrible  handicap,  making  blind- 
ness even  harder  to  conquer.  You  know 
that  the  average  blind  boy  would  not  be 
allowed  to  swing  an  ax,  nor  go  with  his 
Dad  on  hunting  and  fishing  trips,  much 
less  be  sent  on  errands  that  called  for 
crossing  busy  streets  and  railroad  tracks. 
Nor  would  he  be  allowed  to  play  games 
in  which  he  was  kicked,  and  knocked 
down. 

"But  my  parents  let  me  do  some  of 
these  things,  and  the  rest  I  did  off  my 
own  bat,  because  I  was — well,  kind  of  a 
wild  kid.  While  my  hearing  was  lost  com- 
pletely, I  had  the  advantage  of  slowly 
disappearing  sight,  and  thus  could  get 
around  among  sighted  people  most  of  my 


boyhood,  adjusting  myself  to  less  and 
less  vision.  My  parents  did  not  coddle 
me,  and  I  chopped  wood  because  I  loved 
to  swing  the  ax,  and  to  handle  all  kinds 
of  tools.  I  am  proud  of  my  parents  for 
bringing  me  up  like  other  boys." 

Mr.  Roberts  is  now  thirty-four  years 
old,  and  has  grown  to  weigh  215  pounds, 
and  when  not  busy  on  radio  experiment  or 
Braille  reading,  is  generally  found  at  his 
Braille  typewriter,  working  over  his  fic- 
tion. Among  other  stories  he  has  lately 
written  a  detective  novelette  in  eleven 
chapters,  "Coeur  de  la  Lacie,  or  the  Pur- 
ple Mask,"  and  a  short  radio  mystery 
story,  "Incendiary  by  Radio."  If  you  see 
stories  signed  "Jumbo  Neville,"  his  pen- 
name,  you  will  know  he  has  arrived. 

"Don't  let  anybody  get  the  notion  that 
I  am  a  perfect  optimist,"  he  concluded. 
"I  have  my  spells  of  gloom,  like  every- 
body else — yes,  and  rebellion !  It  is  not 
my  handicaps  that  I  kick  about,  but  the 
confounded  bottomless  ladder  which  I 
seem  unable  to  climb,  no  matter  what  I 
try  to  do.  All  of  us  can  do  something 
with  the  faculties  we  have,  and  all  the 
blind  need  is  just  a  little  better  chance 
among  sighted  people." 
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Printing  Centenary  for  the  Blind 

The  Gospel  of  St.  John  Was  the  First  Book, 
Printed    in    1832,   in    Raised   Roman   Letters 


THE  first  book  of  record  to  be  pub- 
lished for  the  blind,  was  the  Gospel  of 
St.  John,  which  appeared  exactly  100 
years  ago,  printed  in  a  system  of  raised 
Roman  letters.  Printing  from  movable 
type  had  been  developed  by  Gutenberg 
nearly  two  hundred  years  previously,  in 
the  middle  of  the  15th  century,  but  it 
was  not  until  the  early  part  of  the  17th 
century,  five  years  after  the  King  James 
Version  of  the  Bible  first  appeared  in 
print,  that  the  first  efforts  were  made  to 
enable  the  blind  to  read  through  the 
sense  of  touch. 

The  publication  of  the  Gospel  of  St. 
John,  in  1832,  ended  200  years  of  experi- 
mentation to  enable  the  blind  to  read 
through  the  sense  of  touch. 

By  that  time,  Louis  Braille,  a  blind 
musician  and  mathematician  in  the  schools 
of  Paris,  France,  had  designed  a  dot  sys- 
tem formed  from  all  the  possible  combina- 
tions of  six  dots  arranged  in  a  group  re- 
sembling the  domino  six.  But  Braille 
System  was  not  then  fully  developed  nor 
was  it  officially  adopted  in  France  until 
1856.  Hence,  the  first  book  to  be  printed 
for  the  blind,  in  1832,  appeared  in  the 
system  of  raised  Roman  letters,  which 
later  on,  after  further  modifications  to 
make  the  letters  still  more  tangible  to 
touch,  was  called  "Boston  Line  Letter." 

Braille  System  offered  many  advan- 
tages, chiefly  that  it  might  be  written  as 
well  as  read  by  the  blind.  It  was  intro- 
duced in  America  in  1860,  by  the  Missouri 
School  for  the  Blind,  and  in  1918,  it  was 
officially  adopted  in  America  as  the  stand- 
ard system  for  the  English  reading  blind 
throughout  the  world. 

The  Bible  in  Braille  is  one  of  a  very 
few  books  which  the  blind  yearn  to 
possess  as  their  own.  Other  books  of  a 
lighter  and  less  salutary  influence,  they 
can  borrow  from  libraries,  but  the  Bible 
they  wish  to  have  as  their  daily  compan- 
ion. Heralding  its  sweet  promise  of  "On 
earth,  peace,  good  will  to  men,"  its  pages 
teeming  with  spiritual  truths,  and  narra- 
tive after  narrative  of  man's  victory  over 
adversities  of  every  kind,  it  seems  quite 


natural  that,  to  the  blind,  the   Bible  in- 
deed becomes  the  "Book  of  all  books." 

Deprived  of  the  beauty,  grandeur  and 
sunshine  of  the  material  world,  many  of 
the  blind  turn  to  the  Bible  for  light  and 
comfort  when  everything  else  has  failed 
them. 

Is  it  any  wonder  then,  that  the  blind 
yearn  to  possess  a  Braille  Bible  as  their 
very  own?  But  how  many  who  enjoy 
God's  greatest  gift  to  man,  physical  eye- 
sight, fully  realize  what  this  means?  Many 
may  know  that  the  Bible  is  published  for 
the  blind,  but  how  many  know  that  it  or 
any  other  book  in  Braille,  cannot  be  pub- 
lished commercially?  And,  how  many  are 
there  who  know  that  a  Braille  Bible  forms 
21  large  volumes,  11x11  inches  in  size, 
weighs  72  pounds,  requires  five  feet  of 
shelving,  and  actually  costs  about  $121  to 
distribute  on  a  non-profit  basis.  These 
figures  may  frighten  the  casual  observer, 
but  they  do  not  startle  the  Braille  reader, 
nor  discourage  him  from  yearning  to 
possess  a  Bible  as  his  own.  He  will  read 
it  day  after  day,  and  from  cover  to  cover, 
if  only  he  is  given  a  chance. 

For  twelve  years  the  Braille  Bible  So- 
ciety, Inc..  with  headquarters  at  Los  An- 
geles, California,  has  labored  earnestly 
to  meet  this  yearning  by  the  blind  for 
Braille  Bibles  at  prices  within  their  reach. 
With  the  aid  of  voluntary  contributions, 
the  Society  has  the  distinction  of  having 
published  the  first  King  James  Version  of 
the  Bible  in  the  Standard  Braille  System, 
the  first  edition  of  which  was  completed 
in  February,  1924.  Since  that  time,  the 
Society  has  distributed  to  the  blind  more 
than  fifteen  thousand  volumes  free,  or  at 
prices  the  blind  are  able  to  pay,  which 
are  always  much  below  the  non-profit  dis- 
tribution cost. 

At  the  present  time,  the  Society  is  offer- 
ing the  King  James  Version  in  Braille  at 
the  special  price  of  $1  a  volume,  or  $21 
for  the  complete  Bible,  postpaid.  For 
further  information,  write  Braille  Bible 
Society,  739  North  Vermont  Avenue,  Los 
Angeles,  California. 
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Believe  It  or  Not! 

You  can  take  it  on  the  word  of  Believe-It-or- 
Not  Ripley,  that  a  man  totally  blind,  63  years 
old,  has  built  a  three  story  house,  containing 
seven  rooms  and  bath,  with  his  own  hands,  en- 
tirely unaided. 

Robert  L.  Ripley  has  put  the  story  in  his 
book,  "Believe  It  or  Not!"  Francis  A.  Burdett 
is  the  man,  and  he  lives  in  Wayne,  New  Jersey. 
His  house  is  Dutch  Colonial,  with  some  difficult 
angles,  and  the  blind  builder  did  all  his  figuring 
mentally  and  carried  the  complete  plans  and 
specifications  in  his  mind.  He  worked  as  un- 
concernedly on  the  roof  as  he  did  on  the  ground. 
He  walked  over  open  floor  beams,  climbed  up 
and  down  long  ladders,  put  up  scaffolding,  car- 
ried and  placed  all  the  heavy  timber,  and  ham- 
mered, sawed,  nailed  and  placed  lumber  so 
accurately  that  the  average  person  who  looked 
on  thought  he  could  see.  The  house  is  now  on 
public  exhibition — a  monument  to  courage, 
patience  and  an  indomitable  will. 


New  Books  for  the  Blind 

(Printed  on  the  presses  of  the  Braille  Insti- 
tute of  America,  Inc.) 

Men  and  Machines,  by  Stuart  Chase,  2  vols., 
cost  $14.67,  selling  price  $7.00. 

Manchuria,  Cradle  of  Conflict,  by  Owen  Lat- 
timore,  3  vols.,  cost  $12.50,  selling  price,  $8.75. 

Recovery,  the  Second  Effort,  by  Sir  Arthur 
Salter,  K.C.B.,  3  vols.,  cost  $14.28,  selling  price 
$7.90. 

Waterless  Mountain,  by  Laura  Adams  Armer, 
2  vols.,  cost,  $5.67,  selling  price  $4.50. 

The  Harvest,  by  L.  H.  Bailey,  1  vol.,  cost 
$6.04,  selling  price  $3.50. 


Oxford  Book  of  English  Verse,  edited  by  A. 
Quiller-Couch,  6  vols.,  cost  $40.85,  selling  price 
$18.75. 

The  Magic  of  the  Stars,  by  Maurice  Maeter- 
linck, 1  vol.,  cost  $4.29,  selling  price  $2.50. 

Wakefield,  A  Folk-Masque  of  the  Birth  of 
Washington,  by  Percy  MacKaye,  1  vol.,  cost 
$5.02,  selling  price  $3.50. 

Skyward,  by  Richard  E.  Byrd,  2  vols.,  cost 
$15.91,  selling  price  $6.00. 

The  United  States  in  World  Affairs,  by  Wal- 
ter Lippmann,  2  vols.,  cost  $14.57,  selling  price 
$6.50. 

Marvels  of  Science,  by  M.  K.  Wisehart,  2 
vols.,  in  press,  selling  price  $5.15. 

The  Making  of  Chemistry,  by  Benjamin  Har- 
row, 1  vol.,  in  press,  selling  price  $3.50. 

The  Ordeal  of  Civilization,  by  James  Harvey 
Robinson,  7  vols.,  in  press,  selling  price  $20.00. 

Latin  America,  by  William  R.  Shepherd,  2 
vols.,  in  press,  selling  price  $5.25. 

Keeping  Up  With  Science,  by  E.  E.  Slosson, 
2  vols.,  in  press,  selling  price  $6.65. 


LIGHT  will  come  to  you  a  whole  year  for 
three  dollars — and  at  the  same  time  one  of  our 
Braille  magazines  will  be  sent  free,  on  your  be- 
half, to  a  needy  blind  reader.  If  you  wish,  you 
may  name  the  blind  reader. 


Because  Uncle  Sam  carries  Braille  books  free, 
the  great  need  is  for  more  books  rather  than 
more  libraries  to  supply  the  blind. 


Blindness  is  very  prevalent  in  the  Orient,  es- 
pecially India  and  Turkey,  1.5  per  thousand 
population  in  India,  and  in  some  districts  as 
high  as  4.38.  The  economic  loss  to  India  is  esti- 
mated at  $65,000,000  yearly. 


WELCOME  LIONS...                        // 

After  you  visit  the  Plant  of  the  Braille  Institute               V 

of  America,  have  lunch  at                                       V^ 

Bella  Napoli  Cafe         / 

f 

71 

JOE  PECORADO,  Manager                                            /^flBfefcl 

i) 

VERMONT  at  MELROSE                             LOS  ANGELES,  CALIF.  <l§§a 

"Tl#^r 

Featuring  Italian  Cooking — Neapolitan  Style                        1 

Dinner  50c  &  75c,  from  5  P.  M.  to  9  P.  M.                                     ' 

Lunch    35c,   from    11:30    A.    M.   to    2    P.   M. 

Also  Service  a  la  Carte 

Sunday   Special   Neapolitan  Dinner   75c 

. 

FROM   NOON   TO   MIDNIGHT 

NOrmandy  9236 

•  \ 

•  1 

Raviola  and  Spaghetti  Served  Daily        Open  from  9  A.  M.  to  Midnight             ^ 

^•J 
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The  Braille  Institute— What,  Why,  How 

Brief  Facts  About  Its  Origin,  Aims  and  Five- 
Year  Plan,  and  Its  President,  Robert  A.  Odell 


CHARTERED  under  the  laws  of 
California  as  a  nation-wide,  non- 
profit, non-sectarian  organization, 
and  having  as  its  object,  the  literary  ad- 
vancement of  the  blind,  the  Braille  Insti- 
ture  of  America,  Inc.,  is  an  expansion  of 
the  activity  started  in  Los  Angeles,  under 
the  name  Universal  Braille  Press,  founded 
originally  in  1919  by  J.  Robert  Atkinson, 
with  the  financial  assistance  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  John  M.  Longyear,  of  Brookline, 
Massachusetts. 

In  establishing  the  institution,  the  foun- 
der and  charter  members  were  motivated 
by  a  desire  to  provide : 

First,  a  sound,  nation-wide  channel  for  the 
literary  advancement  of  the  blind,  by  giving 
them  the  same  variety  of  good  reading  matter 
liberally  supplied  by  the  press  and  public 
libraries  to  persons  with  normal  eyesight. 

Second,  to  create  an  organization  to  which 
philanthropists,  inspired  to  help  in  this  field,  may 
feel  secure  in  leaving  bequests. 

Third,  to  influence  and  assist  in  the  passage 
of  State  and  Federal  legislation  of  a  humani- 
tarian nature  designed  to  promote  the  social, 
cultural,  and  industrial  welfare  of  the  blind, 
that  they  may  become  self-supporting,  resource- 
ful citizens. 

Honorary  memberships  are  conferred 
upon  librarians,  constituting  them  a  Pub- 
lication Committee  vested  with  authority 
in  selecting  literature  to  be  published  by 
the  Institute,  and  blind  readers  are  also 
given  a  voice  in  the  selection  of  reading 
matter — a  franchise  never  before  enjoyed 
by  them. 

Foreseeing  the  immediate  need  of  gen- 
erous gifts  and  endowments,  in  order  that 
the  Institute  may  fulfill  its  objective,  the 
Trustees  have  lauched  a  five-year,  one- 
million-dollar  expansion  program,  which 
has  been  endorsed  by  the  Los  Angeles 
Department  of  Social  Service,  an  official 
bureau  of  the  city  government  which 
thoroughly  investigates  all  fund-raising 
projects.  The  California  Intelligence  Serv- 
ice Bureau  and  Los  Angeles  Chamber  of 
Commerce  are  also  cited  as  referees  of 
the  project. 

Sixty  cents  of  every  dollar  raised,  or 
$600,000  of  the  one  million  dollars  to  be 
raised,  will  be  placed  in  trust  as  a  per- 
manent endowment  fund,  administered  by 


a  reputable  banking  institution.  The  re- 
maining forty  cents  of  every  dollar  raised 
is  to  be  used  primarily  to  promote  four 
publishing  projects: 

1.  To  finance  the  cost  of  publishing  a 
standard  abridged  dictionary  in  Braille, 
that  it  may  be  marketed  to  the  blind  at  a 
reasonable  price. 

2.  To  subsidize  secular  magazines,  and 
to  provide  a  fund  for  free  subscriptions. 

3.  To  sponsor  each  year  several  good 
books  free  to  libraries  throughout  the 
nation. 

4.  To  increase  the  Institute's  music  pub- 
lication activities  for  blind  professional 
musicians. 

Among  the  charter  members  of  the  Braille  In- 
stitute, and  a  member  of  its  first  board  of  trus- 
tees, is  Robert  A.  Odell,  of  the  law  firm,  Tanner, 
Odell  and  Taft,  of  Los 
Angeles. 

Mr.  Odell's  interest 
in  work  for  the  blind 
was  aroused  in  1919, 
through  a  friend  of  Mr. 
Atkinson's.  The  fol- 
lowing year  he  ren- 
dered the  cause  helpful 
legal  services  in  its 
foundational  work,  for 
which  he  would  accept 
no  fee.  Mr.  Odell  also 
had  the  privilege  of  in- 
corporating in  a  cli- 
ent's will  the  first  be- 
quest given  to  the  in- 
stitution of  which  he 
is  now  President,  to 
furnish  Braille  Bibles 
to  the  blind,  which  will 
was  later  duly  probated. 

Robert  A.  Odell  was  born  at  Port  Byron, 
Illinois,  in  1882.  Graduating  from  the  public 
schools  of  Rock  Island  County,  he  came  to  Cali- 
fornia in  1903,  entered  the  University  of  South- 
ern California,  and  received  his  LL.D.  degree  in 
1905.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  that  same 
year,  and  has  practiced  law  here  since  that  time. 
Mr.  Odell  has  always  manifested  a  deep  inter- 
est in  social  and  educational  problems.  For  six 
years  he  served  the  community  as  a  member  of 
the  Los  Angeles  Board  of  Education,  filling  the 
office  of  President  for  four  years,  and  for  eight 
years  he  has  presided  as  Chairman  of  Southern 
Section  of  Grand  Lodge  Committee  of  Public 
School  Week. 

He  is  a  32nd  degree  Mason,  K.C.C.H.,  and 
Past  Master  of  Elysian  Lodge  of  Masons,  and 
also  a  member  of  Sigma  Chi  Fraternity. 


Kobert  A.  Odell 
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A  Worker  For  the  Blind  of  Japan 

Finishing  His  Course  at  an  American  College,  this 
Blind  Japanese  Goes  Home  to  Found  a   Library 


AMONG  our  most  interesting  visitors 
recently,  at  the  Braille  Institute  of 
America,  was  the  Reverend  Tet- 
sutaro  Kumagae,  a  delegate  from  Japan  to 
the  World  Conference  on  Work  for  the 
Blind,  held  last  year  in  New  York,  and 
later  a  student  at  Drew  University.  Hav- 
ing finished  his  course  in  theology  and 
philosophy,   Mr.   Kumagae   recently  paid 


— Braille  Institute  photo 

A  self-taught  reader  of  Braille  in  English,  this 

Japanese    minister    works   to    help    his    100,000 

blind  countrymen. 


us  another  visit,  on  his  way  back  home 
He  lives  at  Ube  She,  Yamaguchi  Ken, 
Japan,  for  which  he  will  sail  in  August. 
Mr.  Kumagae  is  forty-nine  years  old, 
the  father  of  two  boys  and  a  girl,  and  for 
seventeen  years  has  been  in  the  Japanese 
Christian  ministry.  He  reads  and  speaks 
English  fluently,  having  educated  himself 
in  our  languauge,  and  hopes  to  be  instru- 
mental in  starting  an  English  library  for 
the  blind  at  Osaka. 

While   in   the   United    States,   he   pur- 


chased several  English  Braille  books, 
among  them  "The  Nemesis  of  American 
Business,"  by  Stuart  Chase,  "Synomyms, 
Antonyms  and  Prepositions,"  by  James  C. 
Fernold,  "The  Human  Body,"  by  Logan 
Clendening,  and  "Science  and  Civiliza- 
tion," by  Dr.  Robert  A.  Millikan.  Further- 
more, he  hopes  to  find  some  way  whereby 
all  standard  literature  printed  in  Braille 
in  the  United  States  may  be  made  avail- 
able to  the  blind  people  of  his  book- 
reading  country. 

While  he  was  here,  the  Los  Angeles 
Chapter  of  the  American  Red  Cross  tran- 
scribed into  Braille  for  him,  by  hand, 
"The  Idea  of  God,"  by  Pringle  Patterson, 
in  nine  embossed  volumes,  and  "The  Hu- 
man Quest,"  by  Edwin  Lewis,  in  eight 
volumes.  The  binding  was  donated  by 
the  Braille  Institute  of  America,  and  the 
volumes  are  now  to  be  given  to  the  blind 
of  Japan,  through  himself,  with  the  co- 
operation of  the  Red  Cross  and  Braille 
Institute. 

Before  entering  the  ministry,  Mr.  Kul- 
magae  was  a  successful  masseur,  practic- 
ing that  calling  for  about  five  years, 
during  which  period  he  also  taught  medi- 
cal science,  massage,  physiology,  anatomy 
and  pathology  in  the  blind  schools  of 
Japan. 


Our  advertisers  not  only  advertise  with 
us,  but  are  friends  of  the  blind  and  we  ask 
your  support  when  in  need  of  merchan- 
dise and  service  they  may  have. 


Film  "Reading"  for  the  Blind 

A  blind  Columbia  graduate,  Olaf  Leonard 
Larsen,  who  recently  left  college  with  high 
honors,  hopes  to  see  sound  film  records  of  books 
made  for  the  blind,  to  supplement  Braille  books, 
of  which  he  is  critical  because  of  the  cost  of 
printing,  and  also  because  of  the  few  blind  per- 
sons who  are  highly  educated. 

Larsen  and  a  blind  classmate,  Morris  Cohen, 
both  completly  blind  since  boyhood,  received 
Phi  Beta  Kappa  keys,  the  mark  of  scholastic  ex- 
cellence, says  the  Los  Angeles  Examiner,  and 
Larsen  received  his  degree  of  master  of  arts, 
Cohen  bachelor  of  arts.  Larsen  is  twenty-six, 
and  Cohen  twenty-four  years  of  age. 


"Be  sure  it's  the  Braille  Institute'' 
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To  See  — or  Not  to  See? 

That   is  the  Question   to  Be  Answered   by 
Yourself,  With  Intelligent  Care  of  Your  Eyes 

By  HERBERT  STANTON  MARSHUTZ,  A.  Bv  O.  D. 


VISION  is  seemingly  an  effortless  act. 
Pains,  aches  or  disturbances  must 
arise  before  men  and  women  become 
interested  in  the  welfare  of  their  eyes. 
Few  creatures  are  born  with  keen  vision. 
But  Nature  provides  the  equipment.  If 
properly  nourished,  the  wonderful  gift  of 
sight  develops  to  its  fullest  during  the 
first  four  or  five  years,  and  carries  on  as 
long  as  life  flows.  Unless  there  arises 
interference  bringing  about  serious  im- 
pairment of  vision. 


Tests  of  a  native  Zulu's  eyes  in  Hollywood,  by 

Dr.   Marshutz,  showed  that,  to  keep  books,  he 

would  need  glasses. 

What  is  this  "interference?"  What  are 
the  possible  causes  of  partial  or  complete 
loss  of  the  sense  of  clear  vision?  Is  it 
within  human  power  to  avoid  such  mis- 
fortune? 

First  in  the  list  of  ailments  contributing 
to  loss  of  sight  will  be  toxemias  and  dis- 
eases of  the  human  body. 

A  young  woman's  right  eye  suddenly 
developed  a  marked  blur  for  both  distant 
and  close  vision.  Tests  were  made,  based 
upon  ability  to  recognize  certain  colors 
out  of  the  "corner"  of  the  eye,  while  look- 
ing straight  ahead.  A  decided  constric- 
tion or  narrowing  of  the  field  for  green 
was  noted.  As  this  discrepancy  generally 
points   to   a  dental   problem,   the  patient 


was  advised  to  arrange  for  an  oral  X-ray. 
Three  infected  teeth  were  discovered  by 
her  dentist.  In  30  days  vision  of  her 
right  eye  was  again  normal. 

Any  unnatural  occurrence  affecting  the 
nerves  of  the  eyes  can  reduce  vision  and 
bring  about  a  condition  of  partial  (and 
occasionally,  total)  loss  of  sight.  Such  a 
common  ailment  as  influenza,  through  its 
deleterious  influence  upon  the  blood- 
stream, can  cause  a  loss  of  focusing  power 
and  its  resulting  impairment  of  vision. 
The  ordeal  of  a  general  anaesthetic  can 
have  the  same  result.  A  terrific  mental 
shock  may  accomplish  it.  This  follows 
because  of  a  partial  undermining  of  the 
reserve  strength  of  some  of  the  important 
muscles  of  the  eyes.  The  actual  medium 
of  transmission  of  sight  involved  is  the 
nerves. 

In  a  second  group,  "normal"  influences, 
are  two  potent  factors  which  bring  about 
a  deterioration  of  vision  even  to  the  ex- 
tent of  partial  blindness.  They  are  the 
focusing  errors  of  the  eye  which  can  be 
divided  into  two  divisions,  first :  heredi- 
tary or  congenital ;  second,  acquired 
through  advancing  age  or  from  eyestrain. 

Unquestionably,  the  human  race  suffers 
more  from  loss  of  clear  sight  on  account 
of  these  natural  or  normal  deficiencies  of 
the  eyes  than  from  disease,  injuries,  and 
nervous  ailments  together.  It  is  the  "nor- 
mal" visual  errors  that  account  for  a 
large  percentage  of  eyestrain,  headaches, 
blurred  sight  and  related  nervous  troubles. 

At  any  time  in  middle  life  a  combina- 
tion of  these  types  of  ocular  defects  can 
contribute  to  the  eyesight  problem  of  any 
man  or  woman. 

Heredity  and  health  are  factors  in  esti- 
mating the  life  span  of  any  pair  of  eyes. 
And  equally  vital  in  foretelling  the  future 
is  the  care  afforded  the  eyes. 

If  visual  defects,  coupled  with  trying 
occupational  duties,  or  exhausting  reading 
habits,  bring  about  continued  eye  abuse, 
then  only  the  goddess  of  Good  Luck  can 
account  for  what  the  future  may  hold. 
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Mary  bought  a  little  tire. 
All  round  and  full  of  air. 
She  paid  a  dollar  sixty-nine, 
And  had  some  change  to  spare. 
She  took  the  little  motor  car, 
Raced,  to  see  what  it  could  do. 
She  turned  a  corner  pretty  fast. 
And  the  bargain-sale  tire  blew. 

So  they  planted  little  Mary 
Where  the  pretty  daisies  grew. 

— Hollywood  Citizen. 

*  *     * 

The  board  of  experts  was  testing  Blind  Ras- 
tus,  and  one  psychiatrist  asked.  "Do  you  ever 
hear  voices  without  being  able  to  tell  who  is 
speaking,  or  where  the  sound  comes  from?" 

"Yassuh!"  answered  Rastus. 

"You  do?  And  when  does  this  occur?"  retored 
the  doctor. 

"Ovah  de  radio,  Sah!" 

*  *     * 

Parking  space  is  a  place  miles  from  your  des- 
tination where  you  leave  your  car  to  have  a 
permanent  wave  put  in  the  fenders. 

*  *     * 

"Our  new  minister  is  wonderful — he  brings 
home  to  you  things  you  have  never  seen  before." 

"That's  nothing — our  laundry  driver  does  the 
same  thing." 


"Smith  is  getting  married  next  week." 
"Good!    I  never  liked  that  fellow." — Outspan. 

*  *     * 

Father — "You  are  twenty-one  now,  and  ought 

to  help  me  a  little." 

Son — "Yes,  Dad — what  can  I  do  for  you?" 
"You  might  pay  the  last  three  installments  on 

your  baby  carriage." — Exchange. 

*  *     * 

"My  husband  is  an  angel." 
"You    always    get    the    breaks  —  mine's    still 
alive." — Clipped. 

*  *     * 

The   road   leading  to   Success   is   full   of   "No 
Parking!"  signs. — Farm  Journal. 


He — "May  I  kiss  you?" 

She — "Heavens,  another  amateur!" 

— Pathfinder. 

*  *     * 

"How  did  you  get  banged  up  that  way?" 
"Talking  when  I  should  have  been  listening." 

— Clipped. 

*  *     * 

Most  of  us  get  what  we  deserve,  but  only  the 
successful  admit  it. — Pacific  Rural  Press. 

*  *     * 

Lives  of  great  men  all  remind  us, 

If  we  care  to  read  of  such. 
That  in  this  world  we  leave  behind  us, 

Most  of  us  have  talked  too  much. 

— Clipped. 


Two  Magazines  for  the   Price  of  One...  LIGHT 
for  You  .  . .  and  a  Braille  Magazine  to  a  Blind  Reader 

LIGHT  is  a  magazine  you  will  want  to  read  regularly.  Because,  it 
brings  you  face  to  face  with  ambitious  blind  people,  and  gives  you 
some  of  their  courage  and  cheerfulness. 

We  have  an  attractive  subscription  offer. 

Send  us  THREE  DOLLARS  for  one  year  for  LIGHT,  for  yourself— 
eight  issues.  We  will  then  back  up  your  subscription  with  a  free  sub- 
scription for  a  Braille  magazine  for  some  blind  reader  who  wants  it,  but 
is  unable  to  pay. 

If  you  wish  to  name  the  blind  reader  to  receive  the  Braille  magazine, 
we  will  send  it  to  the  person  you  designate. 

Two  good  magazines  for  the  price  of  one,  and  two  readers  made 
happy. 

DO  IT  TODAY! 
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What  Blind  People  Saw  In  a  Museum 

Ten   Fingers   Beat  Two  Eyes  When   They 
Roamed   Freely  Through   Science   Exhibits 


AN  interesting  experiment,  made  as 
much  for  the  education  of  sighted 
^people  as  the  blind  themselves,  was 
carried  out  not  long  ago  in  a  New  York 
museum,  when  seven  blind  men  and  two 
blind  women  were  taken  through  in  a 
group,  and  allowed  to  "see"  things  to 
their  heart's  content. 

"Seeing"  with  their  ten  fingers,  their 
faces  wreathed  in  smiles,  reports  the  New 
York  "Times,"  they  went  through  the 
Museum  of  Science  and  Industry.  They 
clambered  into  a  miniature  airplane  used 
for  the  ground  training  of  pilots  and  han- 
dled the  controls  in  an  endeavor  to  keep 
the  device  from  tail  spins  and  nose  dives. 
They  inspected  full  sized  airplanes  from 
propeller  to  rudder,  and  while  the  rest 
"saw"  the  many  other  exhibits,  the  most 
mechanically  inclined  devoted  much  time 
to  a  minute  manual  examination  of  air- 
planes and  automobile  motors. 


H.  M.  Inmeln,  blind  director  of  social 
welfare  and  one  of  the  members  of  the 
party,  who  earned  his  M.  A.  degree  at 
Harvard,  lost  one  eye  at  the  age  of  6 
through  a  firecracker  explosion  and  the 
other  at  the  age  of  12  through  being 
struck  by  lightning. 

"I'm  rather  overwhelmed,"  he  said. 
"There's  so  much  to  see  that  I  find  I'd 
have  to  take  a  week  to  get  a  real  picture 
of  the  exhibits.   But  it  is  most  fascinating. 

"I  get  in  contact  with  machinery 
through  doing  all  the  repair  work  and 
adjustments  on  my  car,  but  the  average 
blind  man  has  no  idea  of  the  shape  of  an 
automobile  motor.  The  man  who  sees  can 
see  such  things  through  drawings  or  by 
attending  automobile  shows,  but  we  fel- 
lows can't.  The  authorities,  through  their 
courtesy  in  allowing  us  to  feel  the  ex- 
hibits, are  furnishing  a  real  opportunity 
here." 


Introducing   Alan   T.   Hunt 

Alan  T.  Hunt  has  lately  been  appointed  pro- 
duction superintendent  of  the  printing  depart- 
ment of  the  Braille  Institute  of  America,  and 
brings  to  this  exacting  work  an  excellent  tech- 
nical experience. 

Mr.  Hunt  was  born 
in  New  York,  1900,  at- 
tended school  in  New- 
ton, Massachusetts,  en- 
listed as  a  private  in 
the  United  States  Ma- 
rine    Corps,     March, 

1919,  was  appointed 
midshipman    in    July, 

1920,  entered  the  Uni- 
ted States  Naval  Aca- 
demy at  Annapolis,  and 
was  graduated  June, 
1924,  and  served  as 
second  lieutenant  in 
the  Marine  Corps  until 
October,  1928,  includ- 
ing service  in  Cuba 
and  Nicaragua. 

From  military  serv- 
ice, he  came  to  Los  An- 
geles, and  entered  the  employ  of  the  Goodyear 
Tire  &  Rubber  Company  of  California,  where 
he  was  connected  with  the  technical  service  de- 
partment, and  also  co-pilot  of  the  Airship 
"Volunteer."  From  1930  until  coming  to  the 
Braille  Institute  of  America,  he  was  an  in- 
structor in  the  Cumnock  Schools,  Los  Angeles. 


Braille  Printing  in  a  News  Reel 

How  printing  for  the  blind  is  done,  may  now 
be  seen  in  a  comprehensive  news  reel  recently 
made  in  the  printing  department  of  the  Braille 
Institute  of  America,  Inc.,  by  the  Universal 
News  Reel  Service,  featuring  every  operation  in 
the  making  of  books  and  magazines. 

This  news  reel  will  receive  world  wide  book- 
ings. For  information  as  to  release  date  in  your 
local  theatres,  contact  the  Universal  Film  Ex- 
change of  your  community,  explaining  that  the 
reel  is  feature  No.  20  in  a  series  called  "Strange 
As  It  Seems."  Here  are  some  of  its  showings 
around  Los  Angeles: 

Fox  Theatre Pomona July  17  and  18 

Warner   Theatre Huntington  Pk.  .  July  22  and  23 

Warner   Theatre San  Pedro July  24-27 

Wardman Whittier July  27-28 

Avalon Catalina  Island July  31 

La  Tosca  Theatre  ....  Los  Angeles  .  .  .  August  2  and  3 

Washington  Theatre  .  .  .  Los  Angeles August  27 

Florencita Los  Angeles  ....  September  4-6 


Blind  Children   in  the  Movies 

Do  not  forget  to  see  the  talking  picture, 
"A  Symphony  in  Six  Million,"  written  by 
Fannie  Hurst  and  produced  by  the  R.K.O. 
Studios,  when  it  comes  to  the  local  thea- 
tre in  your  community.  You  will  remem- 
ber that  the  Sudios  were  assisted  by  the 
Braille  Institute  of  America  by  furnishing 
blind  children  for  the  school  room  scenes. 


Satisfied 
Customers 

Are  Our  Best 
Advertisers 


3ix  months 
after  installation  of  the 
Atkinson  Model,  the 
Clovernook  Home  for 
the  Blind,  Mt.  Healthy, 
Ohio,  ordered  two  more 
machines. 


The  Atkinson  New,  Improved 
Model  No.  5  Stereotyping  Machine 

"The  BRAILLE  Linotyper' 

The  Atkinson  Model  revolutionized  Braille  printing,  perfecting  the 
art  of  "interpoint"  plate  making,  by  which  books  are  printed  on  both 
sides  of  the  paper.  Savings  in  cost  and  volume  run  from  30  to  40% 
below  the  old  methods. 

The  Atkinson  Model  will  bring  distinction  to  all  users  through 
higher  standards  of  workmanship  at  lower  production  cost. 

Price  submitted  on  application. 

Equipped  with  Motor  Shipping  weight,  crated,  900  lbs. 

Fully  Guaranteed  Further  information  furnished  on  request 

U.  B.  P.  MACHINE  SHOP 

Specializing  in  ALL  KINDS  of 

Expert   Machine   Work,   Engineering,   and   Patent  Development 

739  North  Vermont  Avenue,  Los  Angeles,  California 

SEND  YOUR  JOB  WORK  TO  US 


HIDDEN   THOUGHTS,  at  last. yoo  hear 

them!  The  Picture  that  will  revolutionize  Pictures! 


NORMA 


clark  GABLE 
STRANGE 


Directed  by 
ROBERT  Z.  LEONARD 

M-G-M 

ACHIEVEMENT 


SID 

GRAUMANS 

NEW    SUPER 

PROLOGUE 


Matinees— 2:15 
50^,  75^,  $1.00 

Nights---8:15 
75*,  $1,  $1.50 


LIGHT 


A  REGULAR  JOB! 

This  drill  press  operator  lost  his  sight  in  a  war-time  munition  factory,  but 
has  been  re-trained  to  electrical  work. 

(  See  Page  4 ) 

Photo  courtesy  Crocker-Wheeler 
Electrical  Manufacturing  Company 

SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER,  1932 


PRESTON  TIRE  CO,  Inc. 


VERMONT  AT  MELROSE 


Every  Service  for  Your  Car. . .  Under  Responsible 

Management 


USE 


USE 


PRODUCED 

REFINED  & 

MARKETED 

B 


y 

GENERAT  PETROLEUM 

CORPORATION  of  CALIFORNIA 

A  Part  of  the 

World's  Largest  Oil  Company 
SOCONY-VACUUM  CORPORATION 


EXPERT 

BODY  and  FENDER 

REPAIRING 


23  Years'  Experience 


No  Job  too  Large  or  too 
Small 


ANY  CAR 

Official  Brake  Adjust- 
ment, Four  Wheels 


90c 


Distributors 

The 

GENERAL  TIRE 


Price-Slashing 

TRADE-IN  SALE 

NOW  ON 


The  "Machine  Age"  makes  good — read  the   story  of  these  sightless  electrical  workers,  Page  4. 

Photo  courtesy  Crocker-Wheeler 
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Activities  of  the  Braille   Institute 
of  America 

Sponsorship  of  BOOKS  and  MAGA- 
ZINES, published  in  Braille,  for  the  use 
of  the  blind,  on  a  non-profit  basis  and  free 
to  the  blind  unable  to  pay. 

Free  HOME  TEACHING  of  the  blind 
in  the  mastery  of  the  Braille  system. 

Maintenance  of  a  FREE  LENDING 
REFERENCE  LIBRARY,  being  stocked 
with  business  journals,  guides  and  numer- 
ous books  on  all  vocations,  trades  and  pro- 
fessions, followed  by  the  blind,  including 
works  on  the  principles  of  insurance,  com- 
mercial law,  real  estate,  business  ethics, 
social  and  political  economy,  salesman- 
ship, journalism,  and  many  other  subjects. 

BUREAU  of  BETTER  BUSINESS 
for  the  BLIND  to  assist  blind  adults  in 
choosing  a  trade,  profession  or  business 
suitable  to  their  talents. 

SCHOLARSHIPS  for  vocational  and 
higher  education  in  branches  of  the  trades 
and  professions  found  practical  for  the 
blind,  such  scholarship  to  provide  readers 
also  when  necessary. 

BUSINESS  FINANCE  to  finance  the 
blind  business  men  and  women  by  way  of 
loans  under  supervision  of  the  Braille  In- 
stitute Trustees,  until  they  are  perma- 
nently and  successfully  established. 

To  engage  in  all  other  HUMANITA- 
RIAN efforts  incidental  to  the  social,  in- 
dustrial, professional  and  literary  welfare 
of  the  blind  not  being  covered  by  other 
agencies,  public  or  private. 

Our  Magazines:  "LIGHT"— a  success 
magazine  of  the  blind  ;  the  "BRAILLE 
MIRROR"  and  "MARCH  OF  EVENTS", 
Braille  monthlies  for  the  blind,  with  semi- 
monthly news  service. 


No  accidents  on  these 

punch  presses  run  by 

blind  operators. 


First  group  of  blind 

employees,     hired 

years  ago. 


When  women  made  good,  men  were  added  to 
the  sightless  force. 

Regular  Factory  Jobs  for  the  Blind 

The   Faith   of  One  Man   Placed  Sightless  Workers 
in    the    Big   Crocker-Wheeler    Electrical    Plant 

By  JOHN  MAPPELBECK 

Photos  courtesy  Crocker-Wheeler  Electric   Manufacturing   Company. 


ABOUT  the  last  place  for  a  blind  per- 
son to  hunt  a  job — a  modern  elec- 
trical plant !  For  electricity  is  the 
most  progressive  of  all  industries,  with 
some  of  the  most  complex  tasks. 

Yet,  for  many  years,  blind  workers 
have  been  employed  at  the  electrical  ap- 
paratus factory  of  the  Crocker- Wheeler 
Electric  Manufacturing  Company,  at  Am- 
pere, New  Jersey,  and  have  made  good. 

The  blind  got  their  opportunity  through 
the  interest  and  faith  of  one  man,  Dr. 
Schuyler  Skaats  Wheeler,  who  died  nine 
years  ago,  but  whose  work  goes  on. 

"It  began  with  a  blind  school,  started 
by  Dr.  Wheeler  as  an  experiment,"  writes 
F.  A.  Elshoff,  Works  Manager  at  Ampere, 
"and  we  still  have  a  photograph  of  the 
first  group  of  six  blind  women,  who  were 
employed  in  taping  electrical  coils.  Dr. 
Wheeler  was  keenly  interested  and  hope- 
ful about  this  experiment,  but  it  must  be 
admitted  that  he  did  not  receive  a  great 
deal  of  sympathy  from  others  in  our  or- 
ganization. Such  an  experiment  was  costly, 
and  success  seemed  doubtful. 

"However,  Dr.  Wheeler  was  very  de- 
termined, and  had  fully  decided  that  he 


was  going  through  with  the  school  for 
the  blind,  and  confident  that  the  balance 
of  the  organization  would  ultimately  give 
him  full  support — which  they  finally  did. 

"You  can  readily  see  why  the  balance 
of  our  organization  did  not  feel  confident 
about  this  work,  though  they  might  be 
sympathetic  with  it,  as  an  experiment  in 
human  welfare.  They  were  inexperienced 
with  blind  operators,  and  afraid  that  blind 
people  would  be  injured  in  such  a  large 
industrial  plant  as  ours. 

"However,  it  was  soon  found  out  that 
the  blind  operators  could  perform  many 
tasks  just  as  well  as  sighted  workers,  and 
within  two  years  we  had  a  force  of  forty- 
four  blind  men  and  women  working  on 
many  different  operations." 
*  *  * 

In  this  factory,  blind  men  and  women 
perform  such  operations  as  running  punch 
presses,  to  cut  and  shape  parts,  and  wind- 
ing and  taping  coils  for  electrical  appa- 
ratus. In  the  office,  blind  stenographers 
handle  various  kinds  of  correspondence, 
and  one  executive  has  a  blind  secretary. 

Apart  from  selecting  work  within  the 
strength   and  ability  of  blind  people,  no 
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distinctions  seem  to  be  shown.  To  the 
visitor,  it  might  appear  as  though  the 
blind  were  working  at  purely  mechanical 
tasks.  But  such  is  not  the  case,  for  in 
work  like  winding  coils  it  is  necessary 
to  be  accurate  and  careful,  and  special 
skill  has  an  opportunity  to  show  itself, 
while  experience  increases  skill.  In  punch 
press  operations,  blind  operators  keep 
track  of  their  work  and  material,  and  are 
so  careful  that  there  has  been  no  accident 
in  their  department  in  twelve  years.  In 
office  duties,  the  same  opportunities  for 
careful  work  are  found,  and  blind  em- 
ployees measure  up  to  the  opportunities. 
"We  are  now  very  much  in  sympathy 
with  the  blind,"  says  Mr.  Elshoff,  "and 
we  want  to  help  in  giving  them  occupa- 
tion wherever  it  is  possible. 

"The  principal  difficulty  is  that  indus- 
tries as  a  whole  are  afraid  to  employ 
blind  operators 
because  they  be- 
lieve the  blind 
will  be  a  handi- 
cap to  them,  and 
may  get  injured. 
We  have  found 
at  Ampere  that 
on  many  oper- 
ations the  blind 
are  just  as  valu- 
able as  sighted 
workers. 


"All  of  the  blind  operators  that  we 
have  employed  have  been  capable  of  read- 
ing by  the  Braille  method.  Dr.  Wheeler 
often  purchased  Braille  books  for  them, 
on  subjects  in  which  they  were  interested. 
I  am  very  pleased  to  know  that  institu- 
tions like  the  Braille  Institute  of  America 
are  organized  to  give  the  blind  literature 
to  read,  as  well  as  to  extend  their  oppor- 
tunities for  employment.  It  is  not  pleas- 
ant to  know  that  many  blind  men  and 
women  are  reduced  to  charity.  Many  of 
our  blind  operators  are  supporting  fam- 
ilies, and  educating  their  children,  and  we 
have  always  found  that  if  the  blind  man 
is  given  an  opportunity,  he  does  not  have 
to  beg.  Unfortunately,  during  the  de- 
pression, we  have  not  been  able  to  keep 
all  our  blind  operators  working,  but  we 
have  assisted  those  it  was  necessary  to 
lay  off,  and  will  again  employ  all  those 

who  wish  to  re- 
turn, and  prob- 
ably additional 
blind  operators, 
when  business 
improves.  We  are 
glad  to  do  what 
we  can  to  assist 
in  better  under- 
standing and  op- 
portunities for 
the  blind." 


Blind  "stenog"  handling  orders,  marked  by  strings  (upper).    Skilled  operator  taping  field 
coils  (left).   Winding  coils  for  electric  motors,  another  precision  job  (right). 
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What  the  Well-Dressed  Blind  May  Wear 

Here's  How  We  Pick  Out  the  Right  Tie,  Find 
Our  Shoes— And  Who  Washes  and   Dresses  Us 

By  J.  ROBERT  ATKINSON 


WERE  I  to  name  the  two  chief  bar- 
riers in  blindness,  I  should  say 
Self-pity  and  Sensitiveness.  The 
newly-blinded  adult  is  usually  very  self- 
conscious.  There  are  several  reasons  why, 
the  chief  one  being  sighted  peoples'  mis- 
conception of  his  problem  and  outlook  on 
life.  From  the  outset,  he  must  wage  a 
fierce  fight  against  his  own  conception  of 
himself  as  helpless,  and  being  already  ob- 
sessed with  this  suggestion,  he  is  super- 
sensitive to  such  thoughts  about  him. 

Due  largely  to  the  resourcefulness  of 
the  progressive  blind  themselves,  it  is 
gradually  being  recognized  that  the  loss 
of  eyesight,  instead  of  being  a  terrible 
affliction,  is  only  a  physical  handicap. 

"What  are  some  of  the  chief  barriers 
encountered  by  the  blind  in  minimizing 
their  handicap?"  is  one  of  many  questions 
I  am  often  asked.  There  are  perhaps  as 
many  answers  as  there  are  blind  persons. 
For  obviously,  some  are  naturally  more 
resourceful  than  others ;  and  the  fitness 
and  ability  to  cope  with  the  problem  are 
by  no  means  equally  enjoyed  by  all. 

In  the  past,  the  scarcity  of  good  litera- 
ture, printed  in  a  form  the  blind  might 
read  for  themselves,  was  a  great  barrier 
to  their  self-advancement,  if  not  the  chief 
obstacle  to  success  and  good  citizenship. 
But  now  that  this  evil  has  been  corrected 
to  some  extent,  I  believe  that  the  chief 
barriers  now  confronting  the  blind  in 
their  heroic  struggle  of  rehabilitation  and 
for  self-support  are : 

1.  Lack  of  employment;  2.  Lack  of 
public  confidence  in  their  ability  to  help 
themselves,  which  in  reality  is  largely  due 
to  their  lack  of  employment.  3.  Limita- 
tion in  transporting  themselves — although 
many  have  overcome  this  disadvantage, 
it  is  still  a  big  barrier  to  others,  particu- 
larly those  blinded  in  mature  life. 

Humor  is  a  panacea  for  ills  of  all  kinds, 
those  of  physical  blindness  not  excepted. 
Fortunately,  many  of  the  blind  are  able 
to  see  the  ridiculous  or  humorous  side  of 
a  situation  growing  out  of  their  handicap. 


Frequently  the  questions  asked  the 
blind  by  well-meaning  people,  unappreci- 
ative  of  their  viewpoint  and  resourceful- 
ness, are  so  childish,  whimsical  and 
impertinent,  as  to  add  insult  to  injury, 
were  it  not  that  the  blind  have  learned 
to  regard  them  humorously. 

It  would  seem  that  most  questions  have 


That  soft  rubber  tag  tells  in  Braille  dots 
what  suit  to  wear — Ralph  D.  Carson, 
blind   soldier,   and   inventor   of   the   tag. 

Braille  Institute  photo 


as  their  basis  the  conviction  that  the 
physical  eyes  are  the  only  source  of  en- 
lightenment to  man,  or  the  only  staff  on 
which  to  lean.  The  misconception  of 
blindness  by  people  in  general  is  ap- 
palling, but  remembering  my  own  con- 
ception of  blindness  and  blind  people 
before  losing  my  physical  sight,  I  can  be 
tolerant. 

Mrs.  Atkinson  and   I   spent  the   night 


— 
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with  some  friends  in  the  country  not  long 
ago.  Rural  life  does  not  always  afford 
the  advantages  of  the  city,  and  our  kind 
hostess,  realizing  this,  appeared  at  our 
door  with  a  kettle  of  hot  water,  saying 
to  Mrs.  A.,  "Here  is  some  hot  water  for 
you  to  wash  Bob's  face  with,  and  to  shave 
him."  That  a  blind  man  could  wash  his 
own  face,  shave  himself  at  home  or  on 
a  moving  train,  was  to  her  imcompre- 
hensible. 

For  several  years  before  my  marriage,  in 
1920,  I  lived  in  a  downtown  Los  Angeles 
hotel,  where  also  I  maintained  an  office. 
In  my  profession,  I  daily  interviewed  men 
and  women  of  all  classes.  Strangers  com- 
ing for  the  first  time  were  received, 
interviewed  and  dismissed  with  such 
regularity  and  normalcy  that  often  they 
went  away  not  knowing  that  I  was  with- 
out sight.  Others,  knowing  it,  often  said 
to  friends  that  I  must  employ  a  valet.  Of 
course,  I  was  not  that  fortunate — or 
would  you  say  unfortunate?  "If  not," 
they  said,  "then  who  grooms  him,  combs 
his  hair,  selects  his  attire,  ties  his  cravat, 
looks  after  his  laundering  and  tailoring, 
washes  his  face  and  shaves  him?" 

Now,  people  with  sight  do  many  things 
daily  without  using  their  eyes,  by  force 
of  habit.  Manv  a  time  I  have  saddled  a 
wiry  "cayuse"  in  pitch  darkness,  to  go  on 
guard  duty,  when  it  was  impossible  to  see 
the  saddle  blanket  or  latigo  buckle.  Then 
why  should  I  not  tie  my  cravat,  shave 
myself,  shine  my  shoes  if  necessary,  se- 
lect my  attire,  take  care  of  my  wardrobe 
and  wash  my  face,  chew  my  food  and 
breath  the  proper  amount  of  fresh  air 
unassisted? 

A  blind  man  has  discovered  many 
tricks  that  the  sighted  person  might 
never  think  of,  in  order  to  wear  the  right 
garments,  at  the  right  time,  and  in  proper 
combination.  He  keeps  his  wardrobe 
methodically.  In  this  respect  his  memory 
is  a  great  asset.  He  usually  knows  just 
where  his  garments  are  and  their  color. 

And  recently  a  blind  veteran,  Ralph  D. 
Carson,  has  invented  soft  rubber  tags, 
with  the  words  "black,"  "blue,"  "brown" 
and  so  forth,  in  Braille  dots,  to  sew  on 
our  garments.  They  are  washable,  and 
make  our  selections  absolutely  correct. 
Mr.  Carson  is  gradually  placing  these 
markers  on  sale  in  stores,  over  the  coun- 
try, and  they  are  just  the  thing  for  the 
blind. 


Had  this  blind  soldier's  invention  come 
along  a  little  earlier,  I  might  have  been 
spared  a  single  embarrassing  experience, 
that  is  not  half  as  grave  now  as  it  was 
then  : 

One  evening,  friends  invited  me  to  din- 
ner. In  what  I  thought  was  the  right 
attire,  I  arrived  in  due  time,  and  the  din- 
ner went  off  very  harmoniously. 

Not  until  I  arrived  home  did  I  discover 
that  I  was  wearing  one  brown  shoe  and 
one  black.  Having  two  pairs  of  shoes 
identically  the  same  style  and  size,  one 
pair  black  and  the  other  brown,  both  pairs 
having  been  worn  about  the  same  so  that 
the  difference  could  not  be  detected  by 
the  sense  of  touch,  is  the  best  alibi  I  can 
offer  for  the   stupidity. 

Twenty-five  years  ago  when,  for  a  time, 
I  was  a  four-horse  teamster  in  Montana, 
driving  the  "chuck  wagon"  for  the  "Tri- 
angle F"  outfit,  I  had  a  fine  pair  of 
"wheelers" — one  brown,  the  other  black. 
It  made  no  difference  whether  the  one 
was  placed  on  the  "near"  side,  or  on  the 
"off"  side,  they  worked  together  har- 
moniously. But  in  foot  apparel,  brown 
and  black  will  not  work  together  on 
either  side,  and  there  is  no  "near"  side 
to  it  —  both  sides  are  "off."  Sometimes 
brown  and  black  form  a  fine  combination, 
but  not  in  shoes. 

Later  that  same  evening,  I  kept  a  very 
important  business  engagement,  which 
for  the  most  part  was  a  rather  stormy 
session,  failing  of  its  purpose.  Naturally 
I  am  still  wondering  if  the  one  brown 
shoe  and  one  black  was  not  the  jinx. 


Lions  Clubs   Subscribe  for  "Light" 

To  date,  the  following  Lions  Clubs  have  sent 
in  their  subscription  for  "Light,"  which  have 
sent  on  their  way  free  subscriptions  for  the 
"Braille  Mirror"  to  needy  blind: 

Plainfield  Lions  Club,  Plainfield,  Ind. 

Westbrook  Lions  Club,  Westbrook,  Maine. 

Mott  Lions  Club,  Mott,  North  Dakota. 

Maplewood  Lions  Club,  Maplewood,  N.  J. 

Lakota  Lions  Club,  Lakota,  North  Dakota. 

Butler  Lions  Club,  Butler,  Pa. 

Uptown  Chicago  Lions  Club,  Uptown  Chi- 
cago, 111. 

Lions  Club  of  Villa  Park,  Villa  Park,  111. 

Lions  Club  of  Santa  Monica,  Santa  Monica, 
Calif. 

West  Chicago  Lions  Club,  West  Chicago,  111. 
Birmingham  Lions  Club,  Birmingham,  Ala. 

San  lose  Lions  Club,  San  lose,  Calif. 


A  broad  interest  in  books  usually  means  a 
broad  interest  in  life  for  the  blind  as  well  as 
the  sighted. 
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Music  Under  a  Double  Handicap 

For  Ten  Years,  Helen  Martin  Has  Been 
a    Pianist,  Though    Blind    and    Deaf 

By  JAMES  H.  COLLINS 


COME,  let's  imagine  —  it  exercises 
the  old  bean.  Let's  imagine  that 
there  were  a  couple  of  million  peo- 
ple in  the  United  States  who  had  been 
born  without  sight  or  hearing. 

Think  of  the  special  teachers  they 
would  command  to  instruct  them,  and  the 
way  they  would  get  what  they  wanted  in 
radio  entertainment,  and  work,  and  so 
on,  suited  to  their  capacities.  Why,  they 
would  be  a  power  in  the  community ! 
There  might  even  be  a  political  situation 
when,  swinging  their  influence  skilfully, 
they  would  elect  a  blind-deaf  President! 

Now,  there  happen  to  be  only  a  couple 
of  thousand  such  people  in  the  country. 
Estimates — the  census  doesn't  bother  to 
count  them. 

They  are  so  few  in  number  that  they 
have  no  influence.  Less  than  two  dozen 
teachers  understand  their  special  prob- 
lems, and  very  often  they  are  committed 
to  homes  for  the  feeble-minded,  because, 
happening  to  be  limited  to  three  senses  to 
contact  the  outer  world,  and  express  what 
is  really  inside  them,  the  dear  old  bus- 
tling human  race  just  pronounces  them 
"dumb,"  and  gets  them  out  of  the  way. 
Which  it  wouldn't  dare  do  if  there  were 
two  million  of  them,  with  all  their  sisters, 
and  their  cousins,  and  their  aunts,  to  vote 
for  governors  and  county  supervisors. 

What  is  inside  of  a  blind-deaf  person — 
if  anything?  Radio?  How  can  such  an 
unstandardized  being  "get"  music  ?  Work  ? 
What  on  earth  could  such  a  one  do? 

Well,  let's  make  the  acquaintance  of  a 

live  blind-deaf  person,  and  find  out.    And 

you'll  say  she's  alive ! 
*  *  * 

Miss  Helen  May  Martin  is  probably 
the  only  blind-deaf  professional  pianist  in 
the  world,  giving  paid  recitals,  and  mak- 
ing her  living  by  her  art. 

Born  normal,  she  lost  sight  and  hearing 
when  a  baby  of  eight  days,  and  until  she 
was  nine  years  old,  there  were  hopes  of 
restoring  her  sight  or  hearing — hence 
many  futile  operations. 


Her  first  teacher  was  her  mother,  who 
had  to  run  a  business  to  support  Helen 
and  her  sister,  Gertrude,  their  father 
having  died.  And  it  was  her  mother  who 
discovered  that  Helen  had  an  unusual 
sense  of  rhythm,  and  an  inborn  love  of 
music.  This  love  of  music  was  the  key 
to  much  of  her  early  training.  At  eighteen, 
she  went  to  the  Kansas  School  for  the 
Deaf,  and  in  five  years  had  done  twice 
and  three  times  as  much  work  as  is 
usually  accomplished  in  that  time. 

Helen  was  born  in  Lincoln,  Nebraska, 
but  has  lived  much  of  her  life  in  Kansas, 
where  she  feels  most  at  home,  despite 
her  traveling  on  concert  tours.  The  fam- 
ily home  is  now  in  the  village  of  Merriam, 
near  Kansas  City. 

"I  am  simply  a  natural  musician," 
writes  Helen  herself,  "and  even  the  loss 
of  sight  and  hearing  cannot  prevent  my 
being  one.  I  could  play  the  piano  as  a 
little  girl.  Once,  in  school,  when  I  was 
disgusted  at  not  being  allowed  the  use 
of  a  piano,  I  said  that  I  was  going  to 
play  a  piano  if  it  was  the  last  thing  I 
ever  did." 

She  did  not  dream  of  becoming  a  pro- 
fessional musician,  but  the  year  after 
leaving  school  she  had  some  lessons  from 
a  remarkable  musician  who  could  not  see 
very  well,  and  who  thoroughly  under- 
stood her,  and  saw  possibilities  for  a 
career.  When  she  decided  to  undertake 
the  hard  work  of  training,  it  was  hard 
to  get  instruction  in  a  small  town.  Her 
mother  was  busy  in  her  millinery  store, 
and  Helen  did  all  the  housework,  wove 
hair  switches,  did  a  lot  of  reading,  and 
practised  her  music. 

Her  first  concert  was  given  ten  years 
ago,  and  she  has  been  playing  in  recitals 
ever  since,  living  at  different  times  in 
Chicago,  Cincinnati,  Nebraska  and  Texas, 
as  her  engagements  demanded.  She  has 
never  had  a  contract  or  a  professional 
manager,  but  has  played  in  churches, 
schools  and  clubs,  and  her  mother  and 
sister  attended  to  business  engagements. 
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How  does  she  "hear"  music? 
Well,  you'd  be  surprised! 

At  the  piano,  she  "listens"  with  one  of 
her  feet.  Not  all  pianos  carry  vibration 
well,  she  says,  and  sometimes  her  listen- 
ing foot  gets  cold  during  a  recital  in  a 
chilly  hall. 

Last  year,  Helen  took  up  the  harp, 
and  after  some  lessons,  learned  to  play 
well,  and  finds  that  the  contact  of  her 
fingers  with  the  strings  is  another  way 
to  listen. 

Just  to  show  what  could  be  done  for 
the  blind-deaf  if  their  number  were  larger, 
Dr.    Robert   Harvey   Gault,   psychologist 


Helen  May  Martin 


at  Northwestern  University,  has  invented 
the  "telletractor,"  and  Helen  aided  in  his 
work,  and  with  this  device  she  can  hear 
phonograph  records,  and  by  placing  it 
on  the  floor,  hear  her  own  playing  more 
clearly  through  her  "listening  foot."  She 
says,  however,  that  she  was  afraid  that 
it  would  "spoil"  her,  so  that  she  could 
not  play  without  it.  But  Dr.  Gault  has 
done  much  scientific  work  in  the  develop- 
ment of  speech  and  the  language  sense 
through  touch,  and  the  electrical  and  ac- 
coustical  scientists  who  have  developed 
radio,  the  talkie  and  the  transatlantic  tele- 
phone, are  also  interested  in  these 
problems. 


Concert  work  keeps  Helen  very  busy. 
The  past  summer  she  has  played  in  Wis- 
consin, Iowa  and  Minnesota,  traveling  in 
a  small  car,  driven  by  her  sister,  who 
also  does  the  advance  work — Gertrude 
is  fourteen  years  younger  than  Helen, 
and  a  pianist,  too. 

Helen  not  only  does  all  kind  of  house- 
work, but  likes  it,  and  would  be  satisfied 
to  stay  at  home,  where  she  takes  long 
tramps,  and  where,  until  lately,  the  coun- 
try was  still  timbered.  A  deserted  farm 
and  an  old  cemetery  are  her  favorite 
places  in  the  neighborhood.  She  has  a 
family  of  beautiful  white  cats,  six  of  them, 
and  they  are  great  pals  for  a  girl  who 
has  to  enjoy  life  largely  through  her 
sense  of  touch. 

She  likes  radio,  and  has  a  special  set, 
with  all-metal  speaker  and  a  vibration 
device,  made  for  her  as  a  gift  by  A.  At- 
water  Kent.  Kansas  City  business  men 
gave  her  a  Vose  piano,  as  a  surprise,  and 
last  Christmas  she  got  a  harp,  the  gift 
of  C.  Q.  Chandler,  a  Wichita  banker. 

"So  you  see  some  wonderful  things 
have  happened  to  me,"  she  says. 

Frail,  sensitive  but  energetic,  she  has 
copied  a  large  library  of  music;  reads  all 
systems  of  embossed  type ;  writes  on  the 
typewriter;  loves  books  and  reading;  be- 
longs to  the  Deaf  Friendship  Club,  of 
Kansas  City,  but  does  not  read  lips; 
keeps  up  with  conversation  through  her 
mother  and  sister,  who  communicate 
through  her  hand;  speaks  very  well,  in  a 
high  voice,  so  she  can  be  understood  after 
a  little  acquaintance. 

Helen  enjoys  novel  sights  on  her 
travels,  such  as  the  Northern  lights  seen 
recently  in  Wisconsin,  and  loves  to  hear 
the  Indian  legends  of  country  through 
which  she  is  passing. 

Her  greatest  ambition  is  to  interest  the 
people  of  the  United  States  in  blind-deaf 
persons  like  herself,  so  that  schools  may 
be  established,  and  they  may  have  facili- 
ties for  self-development.  Her  own  road 
has  been  pleasant,  in  many  ways,  but  it 
has  also  been  hard,  obstructed  by  lack 
of  money  for  the  special  teaching  and  ap- 
paratus needed.  Whenever  possible,  she 
calls  attention  to  this  tiny  group  of  peo- 
ple, now  widely  scattered,  and  almost 
hopelessly  lost  in  the  kind  but  heedless 
mass  that  makes  up  the  rest  of  us. 


"Be  sure  it's  the  Braille  Institute' 
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"A   Blind  Man   to  See  You 

Thus    Announced,   This    Blinded    Salesman  of 
Typewriter  Supplies  Had  to  Overcome  a  Handicap 

By  THE  EDITOR 


n 


MY  two  chief  difficulties  in  sales 
work  were,  first,  the  difficulty  in 
getting  an  audience  with  the  pur- 
chasing agent,  when  the  message  was 
whispered,  'A  blind  man  to  see  you,'  and, 
second,  the  idea  that  a  blind-  man,  calling 
at  a  business  place,  expected  a  coin,  in- 
stead of  a  chance  to  be  of  service.  How- 
ever, these  obstacles  were  overcome  by 
getting  acquainted  with  prospective  cus- 
tomers, and  were  not  in  evidence  on  sub- 
sequent visits." 

So  says  Robert  Brown,  of  Johnstown, 
Pennsylvania,  who  a  year  ago  won  a  gold 
medal  and  two  hundred  dollars  from  the 
Harmon  Foundation  of  New  York,  first 
prize  for  economic  achievement.  Nearly 
500  sightless  men,  women  and  children, 
from  the  whole  country,  and  Canada  and 
the  Philippines,  entered  this  contest,  in 
which  numerous  awards  were  made  for 
economic  achievements  under  handicap, 
literary  work,  adjustability  to  environ- 
ment, and  progress  by  children  in  schools 
for  the  blind.  Mr.  Brown  also  won  second 
prize  for  his  achievement  in  the  first  two 
years  of  blindness — for  he  was  acci- 
dentally blinded  by  an  explosion  while 
working  as  a  coal  mining  foreman.  His 
first  prize  was  won  for  achievement  in 
open  competition  with  sighted  workers 
in  the  same  kind  of  business. 

Shortly  before  his  accident,  which  hap- 
pened when  he  was  thirty-two,  he  had 
written  a  couple  of  articles  for  a  coal 
mining  journal,  and  received  small  checks 
from  the  editor.  Finding  himself  penni- 
less after  a  year  of  blindness,  with  a  wife 
and  three  children,  he  began  to  sell  type- 
writer ribbons  and  carbon  paper,  hiring 
boys  to  guide  him.  That  was  the  start 
of  a  business  which  has  grown,  through 
his  courage  and  activity,  and  which  has 
purchased  his  home  at  239  Stonycreek 
street,  Johnstown,  and  educated  his  three 
children. 

He  is  also  the  inventor  of  an  improved 
Braille  and  script  pocket  slate,  which  was 
devised  to  meet  his  own  business  needs, 
and  which  has  proved  a  welcome  working 


tool  to  many  other  sightless  people  in 
business. 

"My  boy-guides  were  timid  about 
writing  the  orders  I  secured,"  he  tells 
us,  "so  I  sent  for  a  Braille  alphabet,  and 
mastered  the  dot  system  to  the  extent  of 
using  a   Braille  slate   three   weeks   later. 

"For  ten  years  I  employed  boy-guides, 
and  then  for  four  years  traveled  entirely 
alone  through  Western  Pennsylvania,  and 
over  the  borders  of  Ohio,  Maryland  and 
West  Virginia.  This  experience  made  me 
more  independent  of  human  aid,  and 
much  more  dependent  upon  Divine  guid- 
ance. Recently,  I  have  traveled  via  Ford, 
and  my  driver  acts  as  guide,  but  as  the 
other  method  strengthened  me,  maybe  the 
latter   will   have   the  opposite  tendency." 

His  early  experience  with  purchasing 
agents,  who  had  probably  never  been  can- 
vassed by  a  blind  salesman,  led  him  to 
declare  that  there  is  only  one  thing  worse 
than  having  the  public  attach  the  idea  of 
limitation   to   blindness — it   is   worse   for 
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the  blind  themselves  to  share  this  erro- 
neous belief.  While  he  has  failed  to  find 
any  advantage  in  blindness,  he  considers 
it  not  altogether  a  detriment,  because  it 
compels  one  to  delve  deeper  into  the 
realm  of  Nature  and  the  spiritual  world, 
and  brings  spiritual  growth,  which  after 
all,  is  the  only  lasting  compensation  that 
one  can  gain. 

He  did  not  take  naturally  to  salesvvork. 
It  has  always  required  extreme  effort  on 
his  part  to  overcome  a  natural  desire  to 
be  a  recluse.  But  he  has  gained  by  .urg- 
ing himself  on,  and  he  finds  himself  in- 
spired when  thoroughly  warmed  up  to 
selling. 

Not  long  ago,  while  he  was  writing  an 
order  on  his  Braille  slate,  in  an  office  in 
the  presence  of  a  customer,  a  sympathetic 
traveling  salesman  silently  laid  a  quarter 
before  him.  Mr.  Brown  felt  the  presence 
of  the  man,  but  did  not  know  about  the 
money.  His  customer  tactfully  picked 
up  the  coin,  returned  it  to  the  charitable 
stranger,  and  introduced  him  to  Mr. 
Brown.  They  became  acquainted,  the 
stranger  developed  into  a  customer. 

"I  may  be  a  crank  on  the  subject,"  he 
confesses,  "but  frankly  I  have  nothing 
but  pity  for  those  who  hold  out  the  hand 
for  charity — I  pity  anyone  who  cannot 
find  a  better  way  of  support.  Our  chief 
difficulty  lies,  not  in  the  fact  that  we  are 
physically  blind,  but  rather  that  the  pub- 
lic believes  us  to  be  so,  including  all  the 
limitations  that  the  term  'blind'  implies." 

Mr.  Brown's  Braille  slate  has  a  place 
for  writing  with  pencil,  in  addition  to  the 
dotted  writing,  so  that  business  records 
written  upon  it  can  afterwards  be  looked 
up  by  either  blind  or  sighted  persons. 
This  feature  is  an  advantage  to  newly- 
blinded  persons — they  can  write  script, 
and  at  the  same  time  have  a  mechanism 
for  learning  Braille.  Braille  writing  may 
be  clone  on  both  sides  of  the  paper,  and 
errors  in  Braille  may  be  erased.  Written 
sheets  may  be  perforated  for  binding,  and 
it  has  some  of  the  advantages  of  the 
typewriter,  such  as  automatic  stops  and 
feed  rollers  for  the  paper. 


Young  pianists  from  eighteen  countries  re- 
cently competed  in  Warsaw,  Poland,  and  two  of 
them  were  so  brilliant  that  the  choice  had  to  be 
made  by  drawing  lots.  Alexander  Uninski,  a 
Russian  emigre,  won  the  draw,  against  Imre 
Ungar,  a  blind  Hungarian  pianist,  the  former 
being  twenty-two  years  old,  and  the  later  twen- 
ty-three years. 


The   Passing  of  Matilda   Ziegler 

In  September,  a  woman  passed  away 
in  New  York  City,  at  the  age  of  ninety- 
one  years,  who  will  be  mourned  by  the 
blind.  Mrs.  Electa  Curtis  Ziegler  had, 
for  twenty-five  years,  published  the 
Matilda  Ziegler  Magazine  for  the  blind,  a 
Braille  periodical,  circulated  free.  For 
twenty-two  years  Mrs.  Ziegler  paid 
$22,000  annually  to  cover  the  expense,  and 
then,  in  1929,  permanently  endowed  the 
magazine  with  a  fund  of  $600,000. 

This  magazine  was  founded  originally 
because  Mrs.  Ziegler  realized  the  dif- 
ficulties of  the  blind.  Her  son,  by  a  first 
marriage,  had  accidentally  lost  his  sight 
early  in  life.  The  idea  was  suggested  to 
her  by  a  letter  in  a  newspaper,  written  by 
Walter  G.  Holmes,  who  had  a  blind 
brother,  and  who  urged  an  endowed  mag- 
azine for  the  blind.  Mr.  Holmes  became 
editor,   and  still  holds  that  position. 

Mrs.  Ziegler's  blind  son,  Charles  C. 
Gamble,  died  in  1917.  She  was  the  widow 
of  William  Ziegler,  founder  of  Royal 
Baking  Powder,  in  which  he  made  a  for- 
tune. Mr.  Ziegler  died  in  1905,  after  they 
had  been  married  twenty  years. 
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Bibles  in  Braille  for  the  Blind 

Although  Size  and  Cost  Have  Been  Greatly 
Reduced,  Blind  Bible  Readers  Still  Need  Aid 

The  entrance  of  Thy  words  giveth  light.     (Psalms  119) 

THE  complete  King 
James  version  of  the 
Bible  is  now  published 
in  Braille  for  the  use  of  the 
blind,  printed  on  both  sides 
of  the  paper.  By  this  process, 
both  production  cost  and 
bulk  are  reduced  from  30  to 
40  per  cent  below  the  old 
method  of  printing  on  one 
side  of  the  paper  only. 

The  Old  Testament  forms 
sixteen  volumes ;  the  New 
Testament  five,  each  11  by 
11  inches,  durably  bound  in 
black  Fabrikoid,  with  titles 
stamped  on  the  covers  in 
gold  Roman  letters  and  in 
Braille. 

On  the  bottom  line  of  each 
page,  easily  accessible  to  the 
fingers    of   blind    readers,    is 
printed  the  name  of  the  Bible 
book,  with  the  chapter  and 
verses  appearing  on  that  page ;  and  by  a 
novel  plan  of  numbering  the  verses  them- 
selves, a  Braille  reader  can  find  any  de- 
sired passage   easily  and   quickly.    Blind 
ministers  say  that  it  is  a  delight  to  use 
this  systematically  arranged  Bible. 

The  distribution  cost  of  one  Braille 
Bible  in  twenty-one  volumes  is  about 
$8  a  volume,  or  approximately  $165  com- 
plete. If  published  commercially,  the  sell- 
ing price  would  be  considerably  more. 

Obviously,  some  provision  must  be 
made  to  sustain  the  difference  between 
the  distribution  cost  and  what  the  blind 
are  able  to  pay,  if  the  blind  are  to  be 
supplied  with  Bibles.  This  is  being  ac- 
complished through  the  voluntary  con- 
tributions of  the  public.  With  the  finan- 
cial help  of  many  generous  friends  all 
over  the  world,  any  Braille  reader  can 
purchase  this  Bible  at  the  special  price  of 
$1  a  volume,  prepaid  to  any  address  in 
the  world.  If  the  blind  cannot  pay  even 
this  price,  volumes  will  be  sent  absolutely 
free.  More  Bibles  are  distributed  on  this 
basis  than  are  sold. 

The    following    letter    is    only    one    of 


A  Braille  reader,  searching  the   Scriptures;  the  complete 

King  James  Version  of  the  Bible,  in  twenty-one-volumes, 

is  shown  in  the  cases  to  the  left. 


many  that   might  be  cited   showing  how 
the  blind  appreciate  this  service : 

Birmingham,  Alabama,  Sept.  7,  1932. 
Braille  Bible  Society,  Inc., 
Los  Angeles,  California. 
Gentlemen: 

Thank  you  very  much  for  the  gift  of  the 
Bible  volumes,  Genesis  and  Isaiah.  You  could 
not  have  pleased  me  better  in  your  selection  of 
books.  From  a  child  I  have  loved  Genesis  and 
I  learned  to  appreciate  Isaiah  in  my  school  days. 

It  seems  wonderful  to  me  that  through  your 
kindness  I  now  possess  the  New  Testament 
and  two  books  in  the  Old  in  perfect  condition. 
They  mean  more  to  me  than  anything  else  I 
have  ever  possessed.  I  guard  them  as  my  most 
precious  treasure.  I  hope  there  will  never  come 
a  day  when  I  shall  have  to  think  of  my  Bible 
as  worn  and  tear-stained,  however  many  tears 
of  gratitude  I  may  shed  when  reading  and  pon- 
dering over  its  mysteries! 

May  God  prosper  your  work  and  give  me 
a  chance  to  pass  on  the  happiness  which  you 
have  given  me.  Yours  sincerely, 

T.  P. 

Contributions  to  help  with  this  work  are 
earnestly  solicited  and  will  be  promptly  re- 
ceipted for.  If  you  find  it  within  your  desire 
to  help,  your  contribution  for  any  sum  will 
be  greatly  appreciated.  It  should  be  addressed 
to  Braille  Bible  Society,  Inc.,  739  North  Ver- 
mont  Avenue,   Los   Angeles,   California. 

Further   information    upon    request. 
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Will   the   Blind  See  Through 
the  "Electric  Eye?" 

A  Vienna  surgeon,  Dr.  Fritz  Guggi, 
lost  his  sight  several  years  ago,  in  a  motor 
accident.  When  he  learned  that  the  optic 
nerve  leading  from  the  retina  to  the  brain 
was  undamaged,  he  set  to  work  to  find 
some  artificial  means  of  restoring  his 
sight. 

A  distinguished  architect  and  inventor, 
Joseph  Gartigruber,  also  of  Vienna,  had 
for  some  years  been  experimenting  with 
the  photo-electric  cell,  or  "electric  eye." 
When  Dr.  Guggi  heard  of  this,  the  two 
men  decided  to  combine  their  efforts,  to 
find  some  way  of  making  the  "electric 
eye"  act  as  a  substitute  for  the  natural 
eye  in  gathering  impressions  for  the  op- 
tic nerve  and  brain. 

After  many  experiments  on  himself  and 
other  blind  persons,  Dr.  Guggi  now  an- 
nounces that  images  received  by  the 
electric  eye  can  be  transmitted  in  the 
form  of  sight,  though  at  present  the 
images  are  blurred.  The  apparatus  re- 
sembles large  thick  spectacles,  and  is  far 
from  perfect,  and  Dr.  Guggi  refuses  to 
make  predictions  that  may  later  prove 
disappointing,  but  he  believes  that  good 
results  are  more  than  probable,  and  says 
that  many  of  the  technical  difficulties  have 
been  overcome. 

The  electric  eye  is  one  of  the  most 
efficient  of  recent  inventions,  a  small, 
simple  vacuum  tube,  not  unlike  a  radio 
tube,  very  sensitive  to  light  impulses,  and 
used  in  many  industrial  plants  to  control 
processes,  inspect  products  and  perform 
countless  automatic  duties  without  human 
supervision. 


The  Hardest  Thing  for  a  Blinded  Man 

"Don't  let  your  family  set  you  in  a  corner  and 
wait  on  you  hand  and  foot,"  writes  a  blinded 
man  to  others  who  may  be  more  recently 
blinded.  "Be  independent!  I  wash,  dress,  bathe 
and  shave  myself,  take  care  of  my  linen,  brush 
clothes  and  shine  shoes.  I  answer  the  door  and 
telephone — do  odd  jobs  such  as  putting  washers 
on  water  spigots,  taking  off  wall  paper,  sand- 
papering and  doing  any  other  odd  job,  as 
though  normal.  Learn  to  feed  yourself.  I  say 
'learn,'  because  that  was  one  of  the  most  difficult 
things  for  me  to  do.  Have  someone  read  to  you 
daily  papers,  magazines,  books,  and  have  a 
radio.  Get  diversified  programs.  Keep  in  touch 
with  local,  state,  national  and  world  affairs.  All 
of  this  you  will  find  most  helpful." 


Voting  by  the  Blind 

The  following  is  a  reprint  of  an  editorial 
which  appeared  in  the  Los  Angeles  Herald- 
Express,  September  22,  1932: 

"At  the  coming  election,  blind  citizens,  if 
registered,  may  cast  their  ballots  in  California 
as  freely  as  if  they  were  not  handicapped  by  the 
loss  of  sight. 

"There  are  several  ways  in  which  blind  per- 
sons may  exercise  the  franchise.  If  they  wish, 
they  can  vote  by  mail.  In  such  case  they  must 
apply  to  the  office  of  the  registrar  of  voters  be- 
tween October  19th  and  November  3rd,  and 
ballots  will  be  sent  them.  The  ballots,  filled  out, 
must  be  returned  and  be  in  the  office  of  the 
registrar  by  November  14th  in  order  to  be 
counted. 

"If  they  would  prefer  to  go  to  the  polls,  they 
may  take  a  friend  who  will  be  permitted  to  en- 
ter the  booth  with  them  and  assist  them.  If  no 
friend  accompanies  them,  two  members  of  the 
election  board  will  assist  them  in  the  booth, 
marking  the  ballot  as  they  dictate. 

"Let  it  be  clearly  understood,  no  blind  citizen 
need  lose  his  or  her  vote,  if  registered,  provided 
one  of  these  courses  be  followed." 

Nearly  all  of  the  states  in  the  union  have 
provided,  by  law,  for  special  assistance  to  blind 
voters.  In  the  majority  of  states  this  aid  must 
be  given  by  election  officers,  but  in  Alabama, 
California,  Colorado,  Delaware,  Massachusetts, 
New  Jersey,  New  Mexico,  New  York,  North 
Dakota,  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania  the  sightless 
voter  may  choose  his  own  assistant  at  the  poll 
from  among  his  friends. 


Patronize  our  advertisers;  they  pay  the  pub- 
lishing cost  of  "Light." 
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Our  Own  "Better  Business  Bureau 

It  Seeks  Jobs   Instead  of  Charity   for  the   Blind 
—How  a  Blinded  Salesman  Went  Back  to  Work 


t> 


WE  have  a  "Better  Business  for  the 
Blind  Bureau"  which  is  teeming 
with  activity,  in  spite  of  limited 
funds.  This  bureau  deals  with  the  prob- 
lems of  blind  men  and  women  yearning 
for  employment  —  not  charity,  but  a 
chance  ! — and  others  who  need  financial 
advice  and  aid  in  establishing  business 
enterprises,  such  as  news  and  cigar 
stands.  Blind  people  can  become  resource- 
ful and  self-reliant.  All  they  need  is  a 
little  encouragement  and  capital. 

Here  is  a  typical  story  from  recent 
experience. 

Some  time  ago,  a  blinded  man  applied 
for  help.  Our  agent  called  at  his  home, 
found  he  had  been  a  successful  salesman 
and  sales  manager  before  losing  his  sight ; 
had  a  wife  and  five  children ;  was  then 
being  taken  care  of  by  a  public  charity; 
had  lately  undergone  a  surgical  operation 
that  restored  his  sight  with  special 
glasses ;  had  no  money  to  buy  glasses. 

He  wanted  help  to  get  glasses,  and  a 
line  of  merchandise  to  sell  as  a  canvasser. 
He  needed  clothes,  too. 

We  got  glasses,  outfitted  him  with 
two  good  suits  of  clothes,  and  helped  get 
merchandise.  Today  he  is  back  on  his 
way  to  independence.  Our  agent  says  he 
will  never  forget  the  expression  on  this 
man's  face  as  he  put  on  his  glasses  and, 
for  the  first  time  in  several  years,  again 
saw   things   around  him. 

It  is  more  of  such  work  that  we  hope 
to  do  in  the  future. 


"Light"  is   a   Revenue   Earner 

Through  the  revenue  received  from  subscrip- 
tions for  "Light"  at  three  dollars  a  year,  we 
have  within  the  last  two  months  placed  many 
free  subscriptions  for  "The  Braille  Mirror." 
Many  of  these  represent  renewals  for  subscrib- 
ers who  have  been  paying  for  the  magazine 
since  its  inception  seven  years  ago,  but  who 
wrote  us  regretfully  that  on  account  of  eco- 
nomic conditions  they  would  have  to  forego  the 
pleasure  of  receiving  the  magazine  until  times 
were  better.  It  was  felt  that  these  above  all 
others  were  worthy  of  help,  having  planked 
down  their  cash  willingly  as  long  as  they  could. 
"Light"  would  like  to  share  with  its  subscribers 
who  have  made  this  possible  the  grateful  letters 
received  from  these  recipients,  but  space  will 
not  permit. 


How  the  Blind  "See"  Football 

Many  of  the  blind  are  enthusiastic  football 
fans.  These  can  see  the  games  through  the  radio 
as  well  as  anyone  with  sight.  For  this  reason 
the  September  number  of  the  "Braille  Mirror" 
presents  a  Braille  diagram  of  the  gridiron,  with 
a  word  picture  briefly  explaining  the  game.  This 
contribution,  appearing  at  the  opening  of  the 
1932  football  season,  will  be  warmly  welcomed 
by  many  Braille  readers,  and  particularly  by 
Jimmy  Burns,  a  blind  lad  of  about  twelve  years, 
who  lets  nothing  pull  him  away  from  the  radio 
on  Saturdays  during  the  football  season.  Jimmy 
reads  humor  for  us  at  our  open  house,  and  when 
we  want  his  assistance  we  know  better  than  to 
hold  our  reception  on  Saturday  afternoon  dur- 
ing the  football  season. 


Our  Own   Blind  Workers 

Five  blind  workers  are  now  permanently  em- 
ployed in  our  office  and  factory.  After  serving 
their  apprenticeship,  these  receive  living  wages. 
In  co-operation  with  the  State  Department  of 
Rehabilitation,  we  also  give  employment  to  the 
handicapped  who  after  serving  their  apprentice- 
ships are  paid  wages  that  make  them  quite  in- 
dependent. About  fifteen  of  this  class  are  now 
employed.  It  requires  about  six  months  instruc- 
tion to  qualify  employees  for  efficient  service  in 
the  composing  room  and  proof  reading  depart- 
ments, and  as  a  rule  when  the  blind  and  other- 
wise handicapped  have  qualified  they  make  the 
most  dependable  and  efficient  employees — prob- 
ably because  they  appreciate  their  jobs  more 
than  do  the  able  bodied. 


Semi-Monthly   News   for  the   Blind 

Our  Braille  monthly,  "The  March  of  Events," 
has  been  broadened  editorially,  and  its  publica- 
tion date  advanced  to  the  first  of  each  month. 
"The  Braille  Mirror,"  our  other  magazine  for 
the  blind,  has  been  scheduled  to  appear  the 
fifteenth  of  each  month.  A  department  in  each 
magazine,  popular  with  blind  readers,  offers  a 
digest  of  world-wide  news.  By  staggering  the 
publication  dates,  the  blind  thus  have  a  semi- 
monthly news  service. 


Braille   in   Thirteen   Lessons 

Although  our  Home  Teaching  Department 
has  been  operating  for  only  a  short  time,  and 
funds  are  limited,  our  teacher  has  ten  pupils  en- 
rolled, and  lately  graduated  No.  11,  a  man  who, 
at  the  age  of  55,  mastered  the  Braille  system  of 
reading  in  only  thirteen  lessons.  Other  teachers 
had  told  this  blinded  man  that  it  would  be  im- 
possible for  him  to  master  it.  He  is  now  reading 
everything  he  can  get,  and  his  outlook  on  life 
has  been  correspondingly  transformed. 
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The  Story  of  the  Braille  Institute 

IN   1912,  a  Montana  cowboy  lost  his  sight  by 
accident,  almost  instantly.    Always  a  reader, 
he  mastered  Braille,  and  then  looked  around 
for  books  that  would  help  him  to  a  business 
education.    Such  books  were  rare;  and  the  blind 
had  only  one  magazine  to  keep  them  posted  on 
the  world's  affairs. 

Starting  in  a  garage  back  of  his  Los  Angeles 
home,  in  1920,  J.  Robert  Atkinson  made  a  be- 
ginning with  the  Universal  Braille  Press,  print- 
ing books  on  machinery  partly  of  his  own  in- 
vention. Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  M.  Longyear, 
philanthropists  aided  him  financially. 

In  1926  he  launched  a  monthly  magazine 
called  "The  Braille  Mirror,"  dealing  with  cur- 
rent affairs;  and  in  1930,  its  companion  called 
"March  of  Events"  which  contains  a  digest  of 
world  news.  Through  staggering  the  publica- 
tion dates  of  these  two  magazines,  the  blind 
now  have  a  semi-monthly  news  service. 

The  Braille  Institute  of  America  was  incorpo- 
rated under  the  laws  of  California,  to  finance 
reading  matter  for  the  blind,  through  an  endow- 
ment fund,  deposited  under  a  trust,  with  a  strong 
financial  institution.  Founded  primarily  to  ex- 
tend the  activities  of  the  Universal  Braille  Press, 
this  name  will  be  perpetuated  as  the  trade  name 
of  the  Institute's  printing  department,  both  be- 
ing operated  on  a  non-profit  basis. 

The  magazines  published  by  the  Braille  In- 
stitute are  read  by  blind  subscribers  all  over  the 
United  States,  and  by  many  blind  readers  in 
foreign  countries  as  well.  The  Braille  books 
published  by  this  institution  are  deposited  in 
libraries  over  the  whole  country,  and  also  other 
lands. 

So  the  work  of  the  Braille  Institute  of  Amer- 
ica is  broadly  national,  and  international,  in  the 
interests  of  blind  persons  everywhere,  and  is 
non-sectarian,  and  truly  humanitarian. 

Visitors  are  always  welcome  at  the  Braille  In- 
stitute, and  its  printing  plant,  741  North  Ver- 
mont Avenue,  Los  Angeles — telephone  OLympia 
1121.  The  story  of  this  institution,  told  more 
fully,will  be  mailed  to  any  reader  who  asks  for  it. 


Patronize  our  advertisers;  they  pay  the  pub- 
lishing cost  of  "Light." 


Telephone  OLympia 

1121 

B.  H. 

DAHLKE 

BOOKBINDING 

U.  B.  P.  Bldg. 

739  N. 

Vermont 

Los  Angeles. 

Cal. 

"Quality    Photography — Priced    Fairly" 

BOB    GAMBLE 

Home— PORTRAITS— Studio 

Commercial   Photography 

4303  Melrose  Hollywood 

Phone  Mo.  185S3        A  representative  will  call 


To  Discuss  Opportunities 

The  latest  developments  in  work  for  the  blind 
will  be  discussed  at  the  two-day  session  of  the 
New  York  State  Federation  of  Workers  for 
the  Blind,  at  their  biennial  convention,  October 
14  and  15,  at  the  Brooklyn  Bureau  of  Charities, 
Brooklyn,  New  York. 

More  than  a  hundred  workers,  representing 
fifteen  New  York  State  organizations  aiding 
the  blind,  will  be  present,  and  visits  to  the  three 
Brooklyn  agencies  for  the  blind  will  take  up 
one  morning. 

The  results  of  the  World  Conference  for 
the  Blind  will  be  summarized  in  an  address  by 
Robert  B.  Irwin,  blind  executive  director  of 
the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  who 
will  also  speak  on  "Talking  Books." 

Present-day  placement  of  the  blind  is  to  be 
covered  by  C.  L.  Broun,  placement  agent  of 
the  New  York  State  Commission  for  the  Blind. 
Vocational  guidance  is  the  subject  of  the  blind 
attorney,  Benjamin  Berinstein,  and  other  speak- 
ers will  deal  with  the  subject  of  work,  training 
and  opportunities  for  the  blind  from  different 
angles,  the  speakers  being  in  all  cases  experi- 
enced workers  and  teachers  in  this  important 
and  widening  field. 


Hundreds  Visit  the  Braille  Institute 

Over  500  people  have  visited  the  Braille  In- 
stitute and  have  been  guided  through  its  print- 
ing department  this  year. 

YOU  ARE  CORDIALLY  INVITED. 


TUcker  2291 


Harry  W*  Brintnall 
Company 


PRINTERS  and  BOOKBINDERS 
MACHINERY    and    SUPPLIES 


DEXTER  FEEDERS  AND  FOLDERS 

MIEHLE  OFFSET  PRESSES 

CLEVELAND  FOLDERS 


A  Complete  Line  of  New  and  Rebuilt 
Machinery 


418  Boyd  Street,  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
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How  to  Be  Popular  in  Blind  Society 

Here  Are  a   Dozen  Things  to  Do,  and   Not  a 
Single   "Don't",   to  Speed  Your  Social   Career 


ONE  of  the  hardest  adjustments  a 
blind  person  has  to  make  is  with 
sighted  people.  It  is  bad  enough 
to  be  blind,  but  it's  tougher  to  be  taken 
for  a  dummy.  And  sighted  people  seem  to 
think  that  loss  of  sight  means  also  the 
complete  loss  of  hearing,  absolute  paraly- 
sis of  the  ability  to  talk  and  understand 
ordinary  speech,  and  even  a  total  bank- 
ruptcy in  common  sense. 

Now,  blindness  does  not  even  affect 
one's  sense  of  humor.  It  is  apt  to  put  a 
razor  edge  upon  that !  Blind  persons  are 
thoroughly  clubable.  But  they  carry  an 
awful  burden  in  trying  to  make  sighted 
people  be  themselves. 

So,  by  way  of  making  acquaintance 
easy  and  pleasant  for  everybody  con- 
cerned, the  following  suggestions  are  of- 
fered by  the  blind  to  the  sighted : 

1.  In  approaching  a  blind  person,  al- 
ways speak  to  him — it  enables  him  to 
identify  you. 

2.  Always  shake  hands  on  meeting  and 
leaving — that  is  your  smile  to  the  blind. 

3.  Introduce  a  blind  person  to  every- 
body in  the  room,  and  tell  him  who  they 
are. 

4.  Watch  out  for  a  blind  person's  fin- 
gers in  closing  doors — losing  fingers  is 
like  losing  another  pair  of  eyes. 

5.  Talk  of  blindness  without  hesitation, 
but  do  not  make  it  a  discussion — blind 
people  prefer  the  weather.  Talk  about 
sights  and  seeing  as  usual — the  blind  will 
"get"  you. 

6.  Blind  persons  do  not  care  for  sym- 
pathy— they  are  handicapped,  but  not 
afflicted. 

7.  Nor  do  they  care  for  astonishment 
about  unusual  things  they  do,  such  as 
telling  time  by  a  watch — that  is  all  in 
their  day's  work. 

8.  If  you  were  blind,  and  strangers 
talked  loud  in  the  belief  that  you  were 
also  deaf,  or  asked  through  a  third  person 
whether  you  took  sugar  in  your  tea — 
wouldn't  it  get  your  goat? 


9.  Lead  a  blind  person,  let  him  take 
your  arm,  the  movement  of  your  body 
tells  him  what  to  expect.  Do  not  try  to 
carry  him,  or  push  him  ahead  of  you.  Put 
his  hand  on  railings  and  chairs.  Walk 
straight  so  he  can  keep  his  reckoning. 
Tell  him  when  to  step  up  or  down. 

10.  Your  blind  guest  will  take  care  of 
himself,  and  be  no  responsibility,  if  you 
show  him  a  few  simple  things,  such  as  the 
location  of  rooms  and  light  switches — he 
may  want  to  light  some  sighted  person. 
Half  open  doors  are  the  most  dangerous 
obstacle  the  blind  encounter,  so  keep 
doors  either  closed  or  wide  open.  And 
keep  halls  clear  of  unusual  obstacles. 

11.  Blind  persons  have  no  "sixth  sense," 
but  do  develop  unusual  hearing,  feeling 
and  memory,  by  concentration  on  those 
things. 

12.  Just  be  yourself  with  the  blind,  and 
never  patronizing.  Chances  are,  your  blind 
friend  lost  his  sight  after  reaching-  ma- 
turity. There  are  plenty  of  regular  fel- 
lows of  both  sexes  among  the  blind ! 


Bequests  for  the  Blind 

Recently,  during  the  preparation  of 
wills  for  clients,  two  Los  Angeles  attor- 
neys called  up  the  Braille  Institute  of 
America  by  telephone,  and  made  inquiries 
about  its  work,  and  forms  of  bequests.  In 
both  cases  the  clients  wished  to  leave 
money  for  work  among  the  blind,  and  had 
intentions  upon  which  we  were  able  to 
give  practical  advice,  from  our  experience. 
Information  of  this  kind  is  given  promptly 
and  willingly,  and  without  bias. 


A  lot  of  money,  $100,000  a  year — until  you 
begin  to  reckon  how  far  it  will  go  in  printing 
books  for  the  129,000  blind  persons  in  this  rich 
country,  which  spends  so  liberally  on  education 
of  every  kind.  But  it  is  less  than  a  dollar  a  year 
per  person.  Measure  the  amount  of  reading 
matter  a  dollar  will  purchase  in  ink-print,  and 
you  see  that  it  will  buy  one  magazine,  not  the 
best,  or  one  book  in  a  cheap  edition,  and  it  will 
not  pay  for  a  daily  paper. 

This  is  the  amount  Uncle  Sam  appropriates 
for  Braille  literature — and  it  is  not  enough. 
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BRAILLE 

By  a  Blind  Student 

Faltering,  fumbling, 
O'er  the  strange  signs, 
My  fingers  are  stumbling 
Trying  with  all  my  might 
I  spell  out  words  aright 
As  children  do, 
Learning  to  read  anew, 
By  touch,  not  sight. 

Faster  and  faster, 
O'er  the  strange  words, 
My  fingers  are  gliding, 
Then  sentences  come 
And  the  victory  won! 
Open  flies  the  door, 
I  thought  closed  evermore, 
Into  precious  Bookland 
Where  old  friends  I  meet, 
And  dear  friends  I  greet, 
With  a  touch  of  the  hand. 


From   Homer  to   Helen   Keller 

The  blind  have  always  been  with  us,  but  only 
in  the  past  couple  of  centuries  have  we  done 
anything  about  making  them  happy  and  useful. 

In  his  book,  "From  Homer  to  Helen  Keller, " 
a  social  and  educational  study  of  the  blind, 
Richard  Slayton  French  tells  the  story  of  ad- 
vancement from  exploitation  to  present-day 
training.  As  Principal  of  the  California  School 
for  the  Blind,  he  is  well  qualified  to  tell  it,  and 
the  lay  reader  will  find  his  book  clear  and  in- 
teresting. 

There  is  an  introductory  chapter  showing 
how  much  the  term  "blind"  covers  in  the  dif- 
ferent degrees  of  the  handicap.  Then  follow  a 
historical  section,  with  the  personal  stories  of 
people  like  Helen  Keller,  Laura  Bridgeman, 
Louis  Braille,  Valentin  Haiiy  and  other  famous 
blind  people  and  innovators  of  reforms  for  the 
blind.  The  last  section  of  the  book  is  headed 
"Chiefly  Critical,"  and  the  author  examines  edu- 
cational methods,  occupations,  organization  and 
propaganda  for  the  blind,  not  in  the  sense  of 
fault-finding,  but  in  the  scientific  spirit  of  "How 
could  it  be  done  better?"  Mr.  French's  book  is 
published  by  the  American  Foundation  for  the 
blind,  New  York,  and  has  283  pages,  a  bibliog- 
raphy and  index,  and  five  full  page  portrait.. 


New  Books  for  the  Blind 

(Printed  on  the  presses  of  the  Braille  Insti- 
tute of  America,  Inc.) 

Owen  D.  Young,  by  Ida  M.  Tarbell,  2  vols., 
cost  $10.78,  selling  price  $7.70. 

The  Harbourmaster,  by  William  McFee,  4 
vols.,  cost  $12.60,  selling  price  $11.50. 

Principles  of  Sociology,  by  Franklin  H.  Gid- 
dings,  5  vols.,  cost  $27.50,  selling  price  $13.70. 

American  Political  Ideas,  by  Charles  E.  Mer- 
riam,  4  vols.,  cost  $21.47,  selling  price  $14.35. 

In  Search  of  Scotland,  by  H.  V.  Morton,  3 
vols.,  cost  $11.32,  selling  price  $9.20. 

In  Search  of  England,  by  H.  V.  Morton,  2 
vols.,  cost  $8.55,  selling  price  $7.15. 

Union  Portraits,  by  Gamaliel  Bradford,  2 
vols.,  cost  $10.25,  selling  price  $5.35. 

Confederate  Portraits,  by  Gamaliel  Bradford, 
2  vols.,  cost  $9.60,  selling  price,  $5.00. 

Introduction  to  the  Industrial  and  Social  His- 


tory of  England,  by  Edward  P.  Cheyney,  4  vols., 
$18.90,  selling  price,  $10.30. 

Faraway,  by  J.  B.  Priestley,  4  vols.,  $13.95, 
selling  price  $12.40. 

Our  Wonderland  of  Bureaucracy,  by  James 
M.  Beck,  3  vols.,  cost  $11.95,  selling  price,  $8.60. 

Jean-Jacques  Rousseau,  by  Matthew  Joseph- 
son,  6  vols.,  in  press,  selling  price  $19.00. 

The  United  States  of  America,  by  David  Sa- 
ville  Muzzey,  14  vols.,  in  press,  selling  price, 
$42.00. 

Poems  of  Sidney  Lanier,  edited  by  his  wife,  2 
vols.,  in  press,  selling  price  $5.00. 


For  twelve  years  after  blindness  overtook 
him,  in  1920,  Dr.  Edwin  Brant  Frost  continued 
his  scientific  work  at  the  Yerkes  astronomical 
observatory,  Lake  Geneva,  Wisconsin,  and  only 
recently  did  he  retire,  at  sixty-five,  concluding 
a  long  career  as  an  astronomer,  astrophycist, 
editor,  teacher  and  philosopher. 


Cook  Book  for  the  Blind 

One  of  the  first  cook  books  to  be  put  into 
Braille  (perhaps  it  is  the  first)  has  been  pub- 
lished by  the  United  States  Government  to  meet 
a  genuine  long-felt  want  of  blind  women  all 
over  the  country. 

This  is  "Aunt  Sammy's  Radio  Recipes,"  pub- 
lished by  the  United  States  Department  of  Agri- 
culture. 

Many  blind  women  are  excellent  cooks,  and 
their  kitchens  are  always  in  apple-pie  order  be- 
cause they  have  to  know  where  everything  can 
be  found.  Braille  recipes  are  a  great  help,  and 
blind  cooks  can  arrange  through  their  nearest 
public  library  to  buy  the  Braille  cook  book  at  a 
nominal  price,  none  being  sold  direct. 


News-Reel  Features  Printing  for  the  Blind 

"How  Six  Dots  Bring  Light  to  the  Blind" 
is  the  caption  of  a  talking  news-reel  made  in 
the  printing  department  of  the  Braille  Institute 
of  America,  by  the  Universal  News  Reel  Service, 
featuring  all  the  operations  in  producing  books 
and  magazines  in  Braille  for  the  use  of  the 
blind. 

The  news-reel,  which  is  receiving  world-wide 
bookings,  is  a  feature  of  "Strange  as  it  Seems" 
series  No.  20.  Our  friends  may  see  it  at  the  fol- 
lowing theatres: 

Grand  Theatre   ....  Douglas,  Ariz Oct.  18 

Hemet  Theatre  ....  Hemet,  Calif Oct.  21  and  22 

Sunbeam  Theatre  .  .  6525  Compton  Ave.  .  .  .  Oct.  25-27 
Dreamland  Theatre  .  3021  S.  Main  St.  .  .  Nov.  13  and  14 
Covina  Theatre  .  .  .  104  N.  Citrus,  Covina  .  .  Nov.  13-15 
Granada  Theatre  .  .  130  W.  Main,  Alhambra  Nov.l6&17 
Virginia  Theatre      .   .  Bakersfield,  Calif.    .    .    Dec.  10  and  11 


An  Opportunity  to  Buy  a   Practical 
Christmas  Gift  for  the  Blind 

Now  is  the  time  to  buy  a  blind  friend 
a  Braille  book  at  greatly  reduced  prices. 
We  have  many  interesting  titles  of  fiction 
and  biography  on  hand  to  choose  from. 
Stop  in  early  and  look  over  the  list  at  the 
Braille  Institute  of  America,  741  North 
Vermont  Avenue,  Los  Angeles — or  tele- 
phone OLympia  1121,  or  write  for  a  list 
and  practical  suggestions. 
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And  Her  Dividends  Never  Stopped 

Where   the    Shrewdest    Bankers    Failed, 
a  Woman   Got   Returns  on   $1,000,000 


w: 


fHAT  would 
one  do  if  he 
had  a  million 
dollars?  You  have 
your  ideas,  and  I 
have  mine,  but  the 
first  day  I'd  put  a  lot 
of  names  of  blind 
readers  on  our  free  mailing  list  for  our 
two  Braille  magazines.  Readers  who  have 
always  read  them,  and  still  want  them, 
but  now — not  sufficient  funds. 

It  can  be  done  for  about  a  million, 
because  a  grand  woman  who  passed  away 
in,  New  York,  just  the  other  day,  at  the 
age  of  91,  did  it  for  a  little  more.  Matilda 
Ziegler  sent  her  Braille  magazine  to 
blind  people  free,  and  it  cost  her  $22,000 
a  year  for  22  years.  Then  she  set  aside 
$600,000  to  keep  it  going  after  her  own 
passing.  So  you  see  she  had  some  change 
left  from  $1,100,000. 


Speaking  of  investments,  and  what  has 
happened  to  the  wisest  of  them  the  past 
three  years,  where  would  you  find  a 
shrewder  investor  than  Matilda  Ziegler? 
During  the  depression,  her  dividends  of 
gratitude  never  stopped. 

Well,  you  and  I  have  no  million,  but 
this  is  a  market  in  which  you  can  pick 
up  fractional  shares  of  gratitude. 

Would  you  care  to  buy  an  odd  lot 
outright  and  hold  it  for  the  dividends? 
Then  write  a  check  for  three  dollars,  and 
send  it  to  me  for  a  year's  subscription 
to  "Light,"  and  I  will  immediately  put 
a  needy  blind  reader  on  my  free  mailing 
list  to  receive  a  Braille  magazine,  on 
your  behalf.  You  can  name  the  blind 
person  if  you  wish.  This  is  the  pre- 
ferred stock,  non-assessable,  dividend 

Ub  Su&^iuufkdH. 


Two  Magazines  for  the  Price  of  One...  LIGHT 
for  You  . . .  and  a  Braille  Magazine  to  a  Blind  Reader 

LIGHT  is  a  magazine  you  will  want  to  read  regularly.  Because,  it 
brings  you  face  to  face  with  ambitious  blind  people,  and  gives  you 
some  of  their  courage  and  cheerfulness. 

We  have  an  attractive  subscription  offer. 

Send  us  THREE  DOLLARS  for  one  year  for  LIGHT,  for  yourself— 
eight  issues.  We  will  then  back  up  your  subscription  with  a  free  sub- 
scription for  a  Braille  magazine  for  some  blind  reader  who  wants  it,  but 
is  unable  to  pay. 

If  you  wish  to  name  the  blind  reader  to  receive  the  Braille  magazine, 
we  will  send  it  to  the  person  you  designate. 

Two  good  magazines  for  the  price  of  one,  and  two  readers  made 
happy. 

DO  IT  TODAY! 
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Seen  With  Half  an  Eye 


"Does  your  wife  use  your  best  razor  to  open 
cans?" 

"Oh,  yes — but  I  use  her  best  powder  puff  for 
a  shoe  polisher." 


"I  hear  your  son  is  getting  on." 
"I'll  say  so!    Two  years  ago  he  wore  my  old 
suits — and   now    I   wear   his." 


Many  a  girl  who  says  that  she  wouldn't  marry 
for  money,  cherishes  the  secret  wish  that  Cupid 
will  shoot  her  with  a  Pierce-Arrow. 


A  teacher  was  giving  his  class  a  lecture  on 
charity.  "Willie,"  he  said,  "if  I  saw  a  boy  beat- 
ing a  donkey,  and  stopped  him  from  doing  so, 
what  virtue  should  I  be  showing." 

Willie  (promptly) — "Brotherly  love." 

"Dad,  how  do  they  catch  lunatics?" 
"With  face   powder,   rouge,   beautiful   dresses 
and  pretty  smiles,  my  son." 


"I'll  give  you  a  nickel  for  a  kiss,"  said  a  visitor 
to  the  little  daughter. 

"No,  thank  you,"  she  said  sweetly,  "I  can 
make  more  money  taking  castor  oil." 


Mister:  "Do  you  say  your  prayers  every  night, 
Oswald?" 

"No — some  nights  I  don't  want  anvthing." — 
Tit  Bits  (London). 


A  chap  was  arrested  for  assault  and  battery. 
The  judge  asked  him  his  name,  occupation,  and 
what  he  was  charged  with. 

"My  name  is  Sparks,  I  am  an  electrician,  and 
I  am  charged  with  battery." 

"Officer,  put  this  man  in  a  dry  cell." 


The  Kid:  "Pop,  how  soon  will  I  be  old 
enough  to  do  as  I  please?" 

Pop:  "I  don't  know.  No  one  has  lived  that 
long  yet." 


Four  animals  went  to  the  circus,  a  duck,  a 
pig,  a  frog  and  a  skunk.  All  got  in  but  one.  The 
duck  had  a  bill;  the  pig  had  four  quarters;  the 
frog  had  a  greenback;  but  the  skunk  only  a 
scent,  and  that  was  a  bad  one. 


Mrs.  Margaret  Wilson,  blind  since  birth, 
stood  on  a  busy  street  corner  in  Berkeley,  Cali- 
fornia, recently,  waiting  for  someone  to  help 
her  across  the  intersection.  A  man  stepped  up 
and  asked,  "May  I  go  across  with  you?" 

"I'd  be  very  glad  if  you  would,"  replied  Mrs. 
Wilson. 

Safely  across  the  street  the  man  thanked  her, 
but  Mrs.  Wilson  wanted  to  thank  the  man. 

"You  know,"  the  man  continued,  "when  one 
has  been  blind  as  many  years  as  I  have  it's  a 
mighty  big  favor  to  have  someone  help  him 
across  the  street." 


Russia   Educating  the   Blind 

One  of  the  results  of  the  atrocious  conditions 
existing  in  Tsarist  Russia  was  that  there  were 
more  blind  people  there  than  in  any  other  coun- 
try of  Europe  or  America,  says  the  magazine 
Soviet  Russia  Today.  The  improvement  in  the 
material  and  cultural  conditions  since  the  Revo- 
lution has  tremendously  decreased  the  number 
of  blind  people.  The  blind  now  enjoy  equal  eco- 
nomic, political  and  social  rights  with  all  other 
Soviet  citizens  and  they  are  actively  partici- 
pating in  the  construction  of  Socialism.  At  the 
end  of  1932  there  will  be  50,000  blind  persons 
working  in  over  sixty  different  branches  of  in- 
dustry and  agriculture,  as  a  result  of  a  very 
thorough  educational  course  reaching  to  higher 
education.  The  radio  is  extensively  used  in  the 
education  of  the  blind.  Illiteracy  among  the 
blind  has  been  almost  completely  liquidated. 


After  you  visit  the  Plant  of  the  Braille  Institute 
of  America,  have  lunch  at 

Bella  Napoli  Cafe 

JOE  PECORADO,  Manager 
VERMONT  at  MELROSE  LOS  ANGELES,  CALIF. 

Featuring  Italian  Cooking — Neapolitan  Style 

Dinner  50c  &  75c,  from  5  P.  M.  to  9  P.  M. 

Lunch    35c,   from    11:30    A.    M.   to    2    P.    M. 

Also  Service  a  la  Carte 

Sunday   Special   Neapolitan  Dinner   75c 

FROM   NOON   TO   MIDNIGHT 

NOrmandy  9236 

Raviola  and  Spaghetti  Served  Daily        Open  from  9  A.  M.  to  Midnight 
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A  New  Magazine  in  "Moon"  Type 

The    Braille    Institute    First    in   This    Country 
to  Meet  Special  Needs  of  Newly-Blinded  Readers 


ANEW  magazine  will  soon  be  added 
to   the    publications   for   the   blind 
issued  by  the   Braille   Institute  of 
America  —  one     meeting    an     unsatisfied 
need  of  many  blind  persons  in  the  United 
States. 

This  magazine  will  be  chiefly  a  digest 
of  current  events,  in  the  "Moon"  type,  for 
newly-blinded  people,  of  middle  age,  who 
have  not  yet  mastered  Braille. 

Here  is  a  specimen  of  Moon  type — it 
makes  a  sentence  reading,  "This  is  an 
ink-print  specimen  of  Moon  type,"  and 
the  sighted  reader  will  easily  see  the  re- 
semblance to  Roman  capital  letters,  of 
which  the  Moon  system  is  a  simplifi- 
cation : 


on    p  o    rj  r 


( 


) 


The  Moon  system  was  devised  by  Wil- 
liam Moon,  in  1847,  an  Englishman  who 
completely  lost  his  sight  at  twenty-one. 
It  is  embossed  direct  from  moveable 
metal  plates,  and  is  composed  of  three 
kinds  of  letters — eight  unaltered  Roman 
letters,  thirteen  other  simplified  letters, 
five  new  letters,  and  the  remainder  of  the 
alphabet  consisting  of  three  pairs  of 
letters. 

There  has  been  a  demand  for  Moon 
printing,  from  elderly  blinded  readers, 
and  by  training  the  fingers,  the  system 
aids  in  the  mastery  of  Braille.  But  since 
Moon's  day,  this  system  has  been  a 
monopoly  in  Europe,  and  its  use  here 
has  necessitated  the  invention  of  new 
equipment.  Mr.  Atkinson  has  lately 
turned  his  inventive  abilities  to  meeting 
the  demand  for  Moon  literature  in  the 
United  States,  and  the  new  magazine  will 


be  the  first  achievement  of  the  kind  in 
this  country.  As  was  the  case  with  Mr. 
Atkinson's  Braille  printing,  the  produc- 
tion of  Moon  literature  will  be  done  with 
improvements  over  the  process  followed 
in  Europe. 


Our  Own  Who's  Who 

Although  Arthur  L.  Sonderegger  was 
born  in  Switzerland,  and  is  an  engineer- 
ing graduate  of  the  Swiss  Polytechnic 
University,  at  Zurich,  he  has  been  a  con- 
sulting Engineer  in  Los  Angeles  since  1904 — 
twenty-eight  years  give  him  rank  with  the 
pioneers! 

Mr.  Sonderegger  is  treasurer  as  well  as  one 
of  the  trustees  of  the  Braille  Institute  of  Amer- 
ica, Inc.,  and  has  been  interested  in  work  for 
the  blind  since  1920, 
when  his  friendship 
with  Mr.  Atkinson  led 
him  to  aid  and  advise 
in  the  latter's  first 
steps  to  develop  Braille 
literature  along  new 
lines.  The  needs  and 
the  possibilities  made 
a  strong  appeal  to  his 
technical  mind,  and  he 
has  found  satisfaction 
in  the  work  ever  since. 
Arthur  L.  Sonderegger  Professionally,     Mr. 

Sonderegger  has  been 
connected  with  some  of  the  outstanding  water 
and  irrigation  works  in  the  Southwest — the  Im- 
perial Valley,  Coachella  Valley,  Pine  Canyon, 
Pasadena,  Colorado  River,  Metropolitan  Aque- 
duct, San  Diego  and  other  projects. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  State  Consulting 
Board  for  Southern  California,  of  the  Water  and 
Power  Resources  Committee,  Los  Angeles 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  of  the  University 
Club,  Engineers  Club,  Municipal  League  of  Los 
Angeles,  and  consulting  engineer  for  Metropoli- 
tan Water  District,  the  Water  Conservation  As- 
sociation of  Riverside,  and  of  the  water  depart- 
ments of  Los  Angeles,  Pasadena,  San_  Marino 
and  various  other  cities  and  water  districts.  He 
is  also  President  of  the  Los  Angeles  Section  of 
the  American  Society  of  Civil  Engineers. 


Barely  a  dozen  years  ago,  there  were  five  dis- 
tinct systems  of  raised-letter  printing  for  the 
blind  in  common  use. 


"Be  sure  it's  the  Braille  Institute' 


Satisfied 
Customers 
Are  Our  Best 
Advertisers 


Oix  months 
after  installation  of  the 
Atkinson  Model,  the 
Clovernook  Home  for 
the  Blind,  Mt.  Healthy, 
Ohio,  ordered  two  more 
machines. 


The  Atkinson  New,  Improved 
Model  No.  5  Stereotyping  Machine 

"The  BRAILLE  Linotyper" 

The  Atkinson  Model  revolutionized  Braille  printing,  perfecting  the 
art  of  "interpoint"  plate  making,  by  which  books  are  printed  on  both 
sides  of  the  paper.  Savings  in  cost  and  volume  run  from  30  to  40% 
below  the  old  methods. 

The  Atkinson  Model  will  bring  distinction  to  all  users  through 
higher  standards  of  workmanship  at  lower  production  cost. 


Price  submitted  on  application. 


Equipped  with  Motor 
Fully  Guaranteed 


Shipping  weight,  crated,  900  lbs. 

Further  information  furnished  on  request 


U.  B.  P.  MACHINE  SHOP 

Specializing  in  ALL  KINDS  of 

Expert  Machine  Work,  Engineering,  and   Patent  Development 

739  North  Vermont  Avenue,  Los  Angeles,  California 

SEND  YOUR  JOB  WORK  TO  US 


Compliments 
of  a 

FRIEND 

to 

One  of  the  Most  Worthy 
Institutions 

in 

California 
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Since  losing  his  sight,  four  years  ago,  this  blinded  Austrian  ex-officer  and  bank 
executive  has  invented  a  new  art  of  wire  sculpture  (See  Page  4). 
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PRESTON  TIRE  CO.,  Inc. 


VERMONT  AT  MELROSE 


Every  Service  for  Your  Car. . .  Under  Responsible 

Management 


USE 


USE 


PRODUCED 

REFINED  & 

MARKETED 

B 


y 

GENERAL  PETROLEUM 

CORPORATION  of  CALIFORNIA 

A  Part  of  the 

World's  Largest  Oil  Company 
SOCONY- VACUUM  CORPORATION 


EXPERT 

BODY  and  FENDER 

REPAIRING 


23  Years'  Experience 


No  Job  too  Large  or  too 
Small 


ANY  CAR 

Official  Brake  Adjust- 
ment, Four  Wheels 


90c 


Distributors 

The 

GENERAL  TIRE 


Price-Slashing 

TRADE-IN  SALE 

NOW  ON 


Out  of  his  own  inner  world,  the  blind  sculptor  Berthold  Ordner  shares  creations  like 
this  "Siegfried  and  the  Dragon,"  in  the  Valentin  Hauy  Museum,  Paris   (See  Page  4). 
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Activities  of  the  Braille   Institute 
of  America 

Sponsorship  of  BOOKS  and  MAGA- 
ZINES, published  in  Braille,  for  the  use 
of  the  blind,  on  a  non-profit  basis  and  free 
to  the  blind  unable  to  pay. 

Free  HOME  TEACHING  of  the  blind 
in  the  mastery  of  the  Braille  system. 

Maintenance  of  a  FREE  LENDING 
REFERENCE  LIBRARY,  being  stocked 
with  business  journals,  guides  and  numer- 
ous books  on  all  vocations,  trades  and  pro- 
fessions, followed  by  the  blind,  including 
works  on  the  principles  of  insurance,  com- 
mercial law,  real  estate,  business  ethics., 
social  and  political  economy,  salesman- 
ship, journalism,  and  many  other  subjects. 

BUREAU  of  BETTER  BUSINESS 
for  the  BLIND  to  assist  blind  adults  in 
choosing  a  trade,  profession  or  business 
suitable  to  their  talents. 

SCHOLARSHIPS  for  vocational  and 
higher  education  in  branches  of  the  trades 
and  professions  found  practical  for  the 
blind,  such  scholarship  to  provide  readers 
also  when  necessary. 

BUSINESS  FINANCE  to  finance  the 
blind  business  men  and  women  by  way  of 
loans  under  supervision  of  the  Braille  In- 
stitute Trustees,  until  they  are  perma- 
nently and  successfully  established. 

To  engage  in  all  other  HUMANITA- 
RIAN efforts  incidental  to  the  social,  in- 
dustrial, professional  and  literary  welfare 
of  the  blind  not  being  covered  by  other 
agencies,  public  or  private. 

Our  Magazines  :  "LIGHT" — a  success 
magazine  of  the  blind;  the  "BRAILLE 
MIRROR"  and  "MARCH  OF  EVENTS", 
Braille  monthlies  for  the  blind,  with  semi- 
monthly news  service. 


UNITED 
PRINTING 
COMPANY 

Printers 

and 

Publishers 


Books,  Magazines,  Tariffs 
Fine  Color  Printing 

430  Boyd  Street 
Michigan  1873  Los  Angeles 


WILLARD'S 

P  O  S  I  E 

SHOP 

Flowers  For  All  Occasions 


3283  WEST  EIGHTH  STREET 

at  Normandie 

LOS  ANGELES 

FEderal  3933 

Special  Attention  to 
Out-of-Town  Orders 


•••EVENING- 

A  Song  With  Words 

By  Maurine  Campbell 

Music  by  Alice  Coleman  Batchelder 

50c  per  copy 


j    J)  M    J  i 


Now       I         a -wake      and 

•MORNING- 

A  Companion  to  Evening 
by  the  same  author  and  composer 

50c  per  copy 


Discount  in  Quantity  Lots 
Stocked  and  For  Sale  by 

BRAILLE  INSTITUTE  OF 
AMERICA,  Inc. 

741  North  Vermont  Avenue 

Los  Angeles  OLympia  1121 

Ml  net  revenue  from   sates  used  to  supply 

Braille  Bibles  and  other  good 

literature  to  the  blind. 


Phone  Douglas  4770 


The  Hamilton 
^Beauty  Shoppe 

Complete 
Cosmetological  Service 


12 7  y2   South  Orange  Street 
Glendale,  Calif. 


LIGHT 


To  further  acquaint  sighted  people  with  the  ambitions  and  success  of  the  blind,  and  enlist  aid  in 
meeting  their  problem  of  securing  good  reading  matter. 

Published  eight  times  a  year  by  Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc. 
741  North  Vermont  Avenue,  Los  Angeles,  California 

$3  a  year — every  subscription  turned  into  a  free  subscription  for  a  Braille  magazine 

to  a  needy  blind  reader 

James  H.  Collins,  Editor  J.  Robert  Atkinson,  Associate  Editor  Jerry  M.  Nesbitt,  Business  Manager 
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Flowers   of   Gratitude 

By  J.  ROBERT  ATKINSON 


Y 


ES,  sir,  I  can  make  a  modest 
livelihood,  selling  useful  com- 
modities, if  I  can  just  get 
enough  ahead  to  pay  for  a  license," 
said  a  blind  man  who  applied  recent- 
ly for  help  to  the  Bureau  of  Better 
Business  for  the  Blind  of  the  Braille 
Institute  of  America. 

Shabbily  dressed,  and  showing 
signs  of  under-nourishment,  he  made 
a  pathetic  picture.  He  was  a  man  of 
middle  age,  with  a  little  sight  in  one 
eye,  not  enough  to  be  of  any  benefit 
to  him  in  productive  labor,  too  much 
to  entitle  him  to  State  aid,  even  had 
he  been  a  resident  of  California  long 
enough  to  be  eligible  for  it.  Nor  was 
he  eligible  for  help  from  the  County 
charities.  His  honesty,  sincerity  and 
desire  to  earn  a  legitimate  living,  if 
given  a  chance,  were  obvious. 

"I  have  been  arrested  twice,"  the 
blind  man  frankly  confessed.  "Yes, 
arrested  twice  for  selling  articles 
without  a  license.  And  thrown  in 
jail,  too!  I  wanted  to  get  a  license, 
but  simply  did  not  have  the  price, 
so  with  me  it  was  a  case  of  either 
violating  the  law  or  starving." 
*  *  * 

"And  what  do  you  want  the  Braille 
Institute's  Better  Business  Bureau 
to  do  for  you?"  was  the  inquiry. 

The  answer  was  straightforward. 

"If  you  will  only  get  a  canvasser's 
license  for  me,  for  a  period  of  three 
months,  which  will  remove  the  re- 
straint from  fear  of  arrest,  I  know 


I  can  make  enough  to  live  on  during 
that  time,  and  save  enough  not  only 
to  repay  you,  but  also  to  renew  the 
license.    It  will  cost  $7.50." 

The  man  was  given  enough  money 
to  tide  him  over  until  the  next  day, 
when  the  Institute's  agent  could 
procure  the  license  for  him.  Having 
done  this  he  was  sent  on  his  way, 
but  not  until  he  had  been  fitted  out 
with  a  good  suit  of  clothes  and  other 
needed  garments.  A  few  days  later 
he  returned  voluntarily  to  give  an 
accounting  of  his  stewardship.  In 
his  hands  was  a  modest,  but  beauti- 
ful bouquet  of  flowers,  and  on  his 
countenance  an  expression  of  inde- 
pendence and  self-respect. 

"I'm  getting  along  fine,"  he  said, 
"and  I  have  brought  you  this  bunch 
of  flowers  given  to  me  by  a  friend 
who  is  a  florist.  I  myself  am  a  good 
florist;  worked  at  it  until  my  sight 
failed,  and  I  think  I  could  still  make 
good  in  the  game  if  given  a  chance. 
I  just  want  you  to  accept  this  little 
offering,  as  a  token  of  gratitude  for 
what  you  have  done  for  me  until  I 
am  able  to  pay  you  back." 

How  many  would  have  gone  out 
of  their  way,  spent  carfare  from 
their  meagre  earnings,  to  express 
gratitude  in  exchange  for  a  little 
kindness?  And  without  pretense  or 
patronage  he  went  on  his  way,  hap- 
py that  he  had  the  chance  of  helping 
himself,  and  promising  to  report' 
again  later  on. 
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From   an    Inner   Fairyland 

These  Strange  Wire   Creatures   Live   in 
The  Mind  World   of  a   Blinded   Banker 

By  JAMES  H.  COLLINS 


THEY  look  queer  at  first,  these  ragged 
little  men  and  monsters,  made  of  wire. 
Seeing  things  at  night !  Nothing  like 
them  has  been  made  before.  But  get  ac- 
quainted with  them,  and  they  reveal  an 
"aliveness"  of  their  own.  Because,  they 
are  creatures  from  the  inner  world  of  an 
artist  who  did  not  materialize  them  for 
you  until  he  lost  his  eyesight. 

"We  forget  that  he  is  blind,"  says  a 
London  art  expert,  "and  remember  only 
that  he  is  an  artist  who  lives  in  a  fairy- 
land of  men  and  animals  and  dragons." 

Here  is  the  story  of  the  little  wire  war- 
riors and  hippogriffs : 

Berthold  Ordner  was  born  in  Vienna, 
in  1889,  and  his  father,  a  goldsmith,  urged 
him  to  become  a  business  man  instead  of 
an  artist.  So,  after  finishing  school,  Ber- 
thold entered  a  bank.  But  all  his  spare 
hours  were  spent  in  art  museums,  and  in 
studying,  collecting  and  modeling  stat- 
uary. 

He  was  twenty-five  when  the  AVorld 
War  began,  and  he  marched  away  to  the 
Russian  front  as  an  Austrian  officer.  Sev- 
eral times  he  was  wounded,  and  later 
nearly  lost  his  life  in  an 
avalanche  on  the  Italian 
front.  When  the  war  end- 
ed, the  first  period  of  his 
life  also  ended  —  he  had 
found  much  to  like  in  the 
career  of  a  soldier. 

Back  into  a  bank,  where 
he  soon  rose  to  an  execu- 
tive position,  and  was  en- 
joying a  second  career. 
Then,  in  1925,  the  bank 
failed,  and  he  was  thrown 
on  the  world  again. 

A  nervous  breakdown 
followed,  with  the  loss  of 
his  sight,  and  four  years 
ago  Berthold  Ordner 
found  himself  shut  up  at 
home,    his    life    of    sports 


and  business  definitely  ended,  and  a  third 
period  beginning. 

Forced  to  draw  upon  his  inner  resources, 
he  went  back  to  the  artist's  longing 
of  boyhood,  and  again  took  up  modeling. 
After  experiments  in  clay  and  plaster, 
which  were  expensive  as  well  as  messy, 
he  conceived  these  little  wire  sculptures 
as  his  medium  of  expression.  A'Vith  his 
business  training,  he  soon  won  attention. 
Today,  his  work  is  found  in  many  Euro- 
pean art  museums,  and  some  of  his  cre- 
ations have  come  to  America. 

"I  am  on  the  way  to  be  happy,"  he 
writes.  "Out  of  the  ruins  of  the  first  two 
breakdowns  a  new  life  is  flourishing. 
Maybe  a  more  silent,  but  a  more  happy 
one.  I  live  completely  with  my  art.  I  am 
on  the  highest  point  of  my  life  again.  I 
hope  that  the  third  period  of  my  life  will 
not  end  as  the  first  two." 

Last  summer  Mr.  Ordner  talked  about 
his  work  over  one  of  the  German  radio 
stations,  and  from  a  copy  of  his  talk  we 
can  hear  his  own  story,  in  his  own  words, 
for  he  has  translated  it  into  English, 
which  he  writes  with  ease. 

"At    first,    blindness    affected    me    im- 
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mensely,  and  depressed  me  in  mind  and 
soul.  But  brain-racking  did  not  help  me 
in  the  least,  and  it  needed  great  self- 
restraint  to  accustom  myself  to  my  un- 
happy state.  The  next  step  was  to  seek 
some  fitting  occupation.  Among  the 
blinded,  only  those  will  be  content  who 
find  satisfaction  in  work  which  helps 
them  to  overcome  their  sufferings. 

"Sculptural  art  has  given  me  even  more 
than  I  expected.  It  was  the  only  occupa- 
tion that  I  considered.  The  essentials'  for 
a  blind  man  are  the  feeling  and  memory 
of  what  he  has  seen  before  loss  of  sight. 
Naturally,  one  cannot  attempt  large  com- 
positions, nor  compete  with  a  sighted  art- 
ist. But  my  aim  was  fulfilled  when  I  was 
able  to  pass  some  hours  of  the  day,  and 
moreover,  awaken  the  interest  of  the  on- 
looker. Experience  taught  me  that  my 
work  did  not  betray  that  it  had  been  done 
by  a  non-seeing  person. 

"One  conceives  of  a  blind  person  as 
weak  and  clumsy,  but  that  this  is  often 
not  the  case  is  proved  by  the  fact  that 
prominent  blind  men  have  lived  in  all 
times,  and  have  created  great  things  in 
every  branch  of  intellect.  I  even  believe 
that  a  blind  man  is  not  easily  dissuaded 
from  his  work,  and  shows  a  greater  zeal 
and  eagerness  in  it.  This  eagerness  is 
founded  on  the  fact  that  he  who  does  not 
see  will  meet  with  much  greater  difficul- 
ties when  creating  an  artistic  work  than  a 
normal  man.  He  who  does  not  see  must 
find  out  things  for  himself  by  long  and 
weary  feeling  and  touching.  This  explains 
the  greater  diligence  which  the  blind  man 
uses  in  his  work. 

"As  long  as  I  was  in  possession  of  my 
sight,  the  contemplation  of  plastic  art  was 
full  of  joy  for  me,  and  my  interest  was 
unflagging,  even  after  I  became  blind. 
When  I  was  convinced  that,  in  my  state, 
I  must  turn  my  thoughts  to  other  things, 
I  naturally  chose  that  which  had  offered 
so  much  to  me  formerly. 

"After  various  trials  with  different  ma- 
terials, I  decided  to  use  brass  wire,  of 
various  thicknesses.  My  only  tools  are 
pliers  and  pincers.  Before  beginning  any 
work,  I  conceive  it  fully.  Then  I  form 
with  wire  the  picture  that  I  see  in  my 
imagination.  I  begin  to  sketch  it — for  me, 
the  wire  is  the  same  as  lead  pencil  to  the 
draughtsman. 

"At  first,  I  draw  the  contours.  By  this, 
the    size    and    dimensions    are    indicated. 


As  with  drawing,  so  also  in  my  work,  the 
contour  is  the  basis  for  execution.  When 
it  is  correctly  made,  I  proceed  to  form 
exactly  its  breadth.  The  whole  thing  is 
done  first  in  the  rough,  then  the  muscles, 
joints  and  other  details  are  put  in.  When 
all  this  is  done,  I  pass  on  to  underlining 
still  more  thoroughly  the  movement  of 
my  figures.  What  I  mean  by  movement 
is,  that  a  horse  must  be  rearing  with 
fright,  or  the  dragon  wounded  to  death. 
It  is  not  sufficient  that  my  swordsman  be 
correct  in  proportions ;  he  must  lunge 
forward.  I  am  not  content  when  Death 
rides  on  his  horse — he  must  mow  with  his 
scythe  as  he  rides. 

"My  joy  in  the  creation  of  wire  sculp- 
ture is  still  undiminished,  and  my  tech- 
nique is  always  developing.  In  my  later 
works  I  have  used  more  than  one  kind  of 
wire,  so  that  the  onlooker  may  find  vari- 
ety even  in  the  coloring.  And  the  work 
constantly  suggests  new  materials,  such 
as  the  corals  of  a  dancer,  the  veined  mar- 
ble pedestal  for  a  bird.  Thus,  I  proceed 
to  ever  new  and  more  complicated  tasks 
with  continued  diligence  and  delight." 
*  *  * 

Many  an  artist  works  for  years  before 
his  creations  are  understood  and  appreci- 
ated by  the  public,  and  this  blind  artist, 
endeavoring  to  convey  emotions  and  ideas 
in  a  new  medium,  and  emotions  and  ideas 
which  he  himself  could  not  perceive  in  his 
bizarre  little  figures,  except  by  sense  of 
touch,  might  well  have  waited  long  for  a 
public. 


LITTLE  EDEN 

By  Helen  May  Martin 

(Blind   and    Deaf) 


Some  day  I  will  come  back  to  you, 
When  the  skies  are  soft  and  blue, 
And  sun  shafts  flash  golden  light, 
And  the  wind  whispers,  "All  is  bright." 

High  in  the  tree  tops  birds  are  singing, 
And  echoes  from  the  distance  are  ringing. 
My  kittens  play  about,  all  snowy  fur, 
Lovingly  they  look  at  us  and  purr. 
While  I  long  for  my  Kansas  home, 
That  to  me  is  a  Little  Eden  all  my  own, 
Where  Love  reigns,  and  dreams  come  true, 
But  some  day  I'll  come  back  to  you. 
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"What   Great   Big   Eyes  You   Have!" 

Some  of  Lillian  Hamilton's  Customers  Say  It, 
Never  Suspecting  that  She's  Nearly  Blind 

By  CHARLINE  BELL 

she  feels  that  she  can  succeed  not  only 
against  her  handicap,  but  against  the  dif- 
ficulties that  beset  anybody  who  started 
out  in  black  old  1932. 


Be  it  ever  so  humble,  a  business  of  her  own 
was  Lillian  Hamilton's  ideal. 

— Braille  Institute  photos. 

SAID  Little  Red  Riding  Hood,  "Oh-h, 
Grandmother,  what  great,  big  eyes 
you  have !"  And  sometimes  Lillian 
Hamilton's  customers  will  remark  to  her, 
"My,  what  strong  glasses  you  wear — are 
you  near-sighted  ?" 

However,  such  is  this  busy  world,  and 
its  preoccupation  with  its  own  affairs,  a 
lot  of  customers  never  notice,  and  few  of 
those  who  do  say  anything,  ever  suspect 
that  they  are  being  served  by  a  courage- 
ous handicapped  girl,  practically  blind, 
and  also  partially  deaf.  Her  customers  go 
to  her  for  beauty  treatments,  and  are 
guided  by  the  quality  of  the  work  she 
does  for  them,  and  that  is  all  there  is  to  it, 
really. 

That  is  all,  except  that  Lillian  Hamil- 
ton has  made  a  plucky  fight  against  phys- 
ical handicap,  and  it  now  appears  to  be 
a  winning  fight.  With  a  little  more  time 
to  establish  herself  in  business,  and  a 
little  respite  from   Old   Man   Depression, 


Lillian  Hamilton  is  still  just  a  girl.  She 
was  born  in  Wisconsin,  but  has  lived 
eleven  years  in  Glendale,  California,  about 
half  her  life.  From  birth,  she  has  had 
hardlv  forty  percent  unassisted  vision  in 
one  of  her  eyes,  while  the  other  has  al- 
ways been  totally  blind.  Nor  has  she  ever 
known  normal  hearing. 

After  going  to  school  in  Glendale,  she 
was  sent  to  the  California  School  for  the 
Blind,  at  Berkeley,  a  State  institution,  and 
when  her  course  was  finished  there,  en- 
tered for  special  training  at  a  Los  Angeles 
"beauty  college,"  under  the  auspices  of 
the  California  State  Rehabilitation  De- 
partment. 

"I  felt  that  my  best  chance  for  earning 
a  living  was  in  learning  something  that  I 
could  do  with  my  hands,"  she  says.  And 
then  adds,  wistfully,  "There  has  never 
been  anything  the  matter  with  my  hands  !" 

Oh  !  that  word  "beauty,"  as  they  use 
it  in  connection  with  "beauty  shop,"  and 
"beauty  treatment,"  and  "beauty  college." 
Why  can't  they  find  a  better  word  for 
the  kind  of  work  this  girl  does?  For  it  is 
really  hair-dressing,  and  personal  hygiene, 
rather  than  "dolling  up,"  and  in  California 
you  must  pass  a  State  examination  before 
the  public  is  permitted  to  place  itself  in 
your  expert  hands.  Miss  Hamilton  passed 
this  examination  without  difficulty.  But 
knowing  your  trade — a  very  necessary 
trade  it  is — and  making  your  living  at  it, 
are  two  different  things  altogether. 

When  she  finished  her  course  of  train- 
ing, Lillian  demonstrated  her  fitness  by 
securing  a  job  at  a  beauty  shop,  where 
she  made  good  as  an  employee.  Followed 
several  other  jobs,  to  secure  different 
kinds  of  experience  in  meeting  people. 
But  soon  she  decided  that  she  would  be 
happiest  working  for  herself,  in  a  business 
of  her  own,  be  it  ever  so  humble  for  a 
start. 
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And  so,  a  little  more  than  a  year  ago, 
when  the  business  world  seemed  to  be 
tumbling  about  our  ears,  this  handicapped 
girl  borrowed  a  little  money  to  equip  a 
small  establishment  at  127^  South 
Orange  street,  in  Glendale,  her  old  home 
town.  There  she  does  all  branches  of 
beauty  work,  hair-dressing,  waving,  fa- 
cials and  so  forth. 

While  getting  started  has  been  hard, 
and  at  times  discouraging,  she  has  made 
decided  headway,  kept  up  the  payments 
on  her  loan  and  equipment,  and  feels  that 
with  better  times  coming  to  the  country, 
there  will  be  a  share  of  prosperity  for  her. 
*  *  * 

Besides  her  skill  at  hair-dressing  and 
facial  treatments,  Miss  Hamilton  has  the 
ability  to  "sell"  herself. 

At  one  establishment  where  she  worked 
before  going  into  business  for  herself, 
they  made  a  "special"  of  permanent  wav- 
ing. This  drew  many  customers,  and  she 
was  assigned  to  the  waving  department, 
where  she  often  took  care  of  a  half-dozen 
customers  in  a  day.  Learning  the  draw- 
ing power  of  a  "special,"  she  looked 
around  for  one  herself,  and  found  that  a 
combination  of  a  shampoo  and  finger 
wave,  for  fifty  cents,  was  a  comparative 
novelty  in  Glendale. 

So  that  became  her  "special,"  and  to 
add  to  its  attractions,  as  well  as  spread 
out  the  work  over  the  week,  she  made  the 
stipulation  that  work  could  be  had  any 
time,  on  any  day,  but  that  the  payment 
must  be  made  Monday.  This  was  an  ad- 
vantage in  a  shop  where  the  proprietor 
herself  had  to  do  all  the  work,  and  it  was 
just  as  attractive  to  the  customers. 

Competition  in  this  business  is  very 
keen,  even  in  a  residential  section  like 
Glendale,  and  besides  the  regular  beauty 
shops,  there  are  beauty  colleges  and 
schools  that  do  work  for  little  or  nothing, 
as  a  means  of  securing  clients  for  students 
to  practice  on. 

On  the  other  hand,  beauty  work  is  a 
field  in  which  you  stand  or  fall  by  the 
quality  of  your  service.  It  is  a  very  per- 
sonal matter,  and  a  skillful  operator  has 
plenty  of  opportunities  to  establish  her- 
self in  the  liking  and  confidence  of  her 
clients,  and  make  them  steady  customers, 
as  well  as  aids  in  getting  further  business. 

For  a  handicapped  girl,  too,  beauty 
work  provides  that  constant  association 
with  everyday  people  which  is  needed,  and 
if  customers  come  and  s:o  without  ever 


discovering   that    the    operator    is    handi- 
capped, so  much  the  more  satisfactory. 

It  is  a  fact  that  very  few  of  Lillian 
Hamilton's  patrons  ever  remark,  "Grand- 
mother, what  great  big  eyes  you  have." 


"My  Sister" 

By  John  Harse  Rhoades 

The  mere  little  touch  of  a  finger, 
And  the  book  spells  words  divine, 
The  mere  little  touch  of  a  finger, 
As  it  moves  along  a  line. 

Gay  with  her  love  to  finger 
She  feels  each  little  mark 

And  lo!  with  a  touch  of  a  finger 
She  reads  and  smiles  in  the  dark. 


Where  Justice  Is  Really  Blind 

Blind  men  have  made  a  name  for  themselves 
as  justices  of  the  peace  in  Butte,  Montana,  for 
three  of  the  city's  five  justices  are  blind,  and  a 
blind  justice  was  recently  elected  to  fill  the  post 
of  a  fourth  blind  man  who  died.  Also,  the  City 
Police  Judge  of  Butte  for  ten  years  was  a  blind 
man.  The  four  justices  are  J.  J.  McNamara, 
blind  42  years;  J.  J.  Corbitt,  blind  25  years; 
Lewis  A.  Buckley,  blind  27  years,  and  Dave 
Lewis,  long  without  sight,  while  John  Skea,  the 
police  judge  from  1921  to  1931,  had  been  blind 
33  years.  Ability  enabled  these  men  to  secure 
their  places,  not  public  sympathy. 
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Our  Two   Braille  Magazines 

How  They  Are  Edited  and  Made,  and 
Our  Special   Offer   to  Blind   Readers 

By  J.  ROBERT  ATKINSON 


A  BRAILLE  magazine  twice  a  month, 
for  three  months,  for  one  dollar ! 
This  is  our  special  offer  to  help  the 
blind  through  a  critical  time,  and  if  it  in- 
creases circulation  enough  to  bring  down 
printing  costs  on  "The  Braille  Mirror"  and 
"March  of  Events,"  we  will  further  lower 
the  price  to  three  dollars  a  year  for  both 
magazines,  or  three  months  for  seventy- 
five  cents.  This  is  in  accord  with  our 
Five-Year  One  Million  Dollar  Endow- 
ment and  Expansion  Program,  which  will 
lower  the  cost  of  reading  for  the  blind. 
The  present  offer  is  good  until  December 
28th. 

The  Braille  Mirror 

Seven  years  ago,  there  was  only  one 
secular  magazine  for  the  blind  published 
in  the  United  States.  The  eagerness  of 
Braille  readers  for  periodicals  containing 
current  news  topics,  such  as  their  friends 
with  sight  enjoy,  gave  rise  in  1926  to  the 
launching  of  a  Braille  monthly  called 
"The  Braille  Mirror."  To  test  the  appro- 
priateness of  the  name  selected,  Webster's 
definition,  "Literature  should  be  a  mirror 
of  life,"  dissipated  all  doubt.  The  blind 
everywhere  received  the  name  with  en- 
thusiasm. One  blind  reader  said :  "For 
years  I  have  been  searching  for  a  looking- 
glass  in  which  I  might  see  myself.  'The 
Braille  Mirror'  makes  it  possible  for  me  to 
see  the  world  reflected,  and  it  is  all  the 
looking-glass  I  need." 

Among  its'  outstanding  features  are  the 
Open  Forum  page  and  the  advertising 
section.  It  is  the  first  magazine  for  the 
blind  printed  in  the  United  States  whose 
postal  entry  permits  the  printing  of  ad- 
vertisements, which  have  proved  very 
helpful  to  the  blind  in  many  walks  of  life. 

"Voices  from  Braille-land"  is  the  Open 
Forum  section.  For  the  first  time  in  the 
history  of  blindom,  the  blind  are  given  a 
chance  in  this  section  to  voice  their  con- 
victions. If  you  think  the  blind  have  no 
convictions  of  their  own ;  if  you  think 
they  are  not  actively  interested  in  na- 
tional and  international  affairs,  social, 
civic,  religious  and  political,  which  stir  the 


emotions  of  every  alert  citizen ;  if  you 
think  they  do  not  know  how  to  express 
their  convictions  logically  and  cogently, 
you  should  review  this  section  of  "The 
Braille  Mirror." 

The  "Braille-land  Business  News  Reel" 
section,  edited  by  James  H.  Collins,  is 
also  something  novel  in  journalism  for 
the  blind,  giving  them  helpful  facts  and 
suggestions  for  success  in  the  trades  and 
professions,  and  reflecting  the  views  of 
prominent  social,  economic  and  industrial 
leaders. 

"Braille  Book  List  and  Review"  gives 
information  not  obtainable  elsewhere. 
Literature  reviewed  by  critics  on  the  ra- 
dio, and  in  the  best  dailies  and  weeklies, 
is  summarized,  guiding  the  blind  in  their 
selection  of  reading  matter  printed  in 
Braille. 

"Wit  and  Humor"  reflects  the  sunnier 
side  of  life,  and  is  popular  with  readers, 
who  appreciate  comedy  and  enjoy  a  good 
joke. 


'  >.\-   : 


Mailing  the   Christmas  number  of  a   Braille 

magazine.  — Braille  Institute  photos. 
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The  editorial  section  reflects,  for  the 
most  part,  the  views  of  eminent  writers, 
reprinted  from  the  best  dailies  and  period- 
icals, sometimes  condensed  to  fit  the  space 
available.  Occasionally,  this  department 
presents  editorials  especially  written  bear- 
ing upon  the  destiny  of  the  blind,  and 
the  things  vital  to  their  welfare  and  suc- 
cess. But  this  is  the  exception  rather  than 
the  rule,  for  blind  readers  are  not  so  much 
interested  in  reading  their  own  problems, 
usually  all  too  familiar  to  them,  as  they 
are  in  keeping  abreast  of  the  times.    . 

Politically,  "The  Braille  Mirror"  is  non- 
partisan. Its  watchword  "Handicaps  Over- 
come" explains  its  object,  "To  make 
Braille  literature  a  mirror  of  life ;  to  keep 
this  mirror  clean  that  it  may  reflect  the 
beautiful,  the  good  and  the  true  in  social, 
civic,'  political  and  economic  reforms,"  so 
that  its  readers,  the  majority  of  whom 
have  lost  their  sight  in  middle  life,  may 
keep  well  informed  on  world  affairs,  ac- 
quire a  renewed  interest  in  life  and  be- 
come happy,  resourceful  citizens  of  the 
world. 

The  miscellaneous  section,  comprising 
the  greater  part  of  each  number,  deals 
with  the  very  latest  findings  and  discover- 
ies in  science,  travel,  exploration  and  in- 
vention. 

An  occasional  short  story  breaks  the 
solidity,  although  the  majority  of  its  read- 
ers, hungry  for  the  news  on  national  and 
international  affairs,  favor  the  space  being 
thus  used,  instead  of  for  stories. 

Its  "News  Notes  and  Rambling  Talk" 
section  contains  flashes  of  world-wide 
news,  edited  from  the  front  pages  of 
prominent  dailies  just  before  the  maga- 
zine goes  to  press,  thus  giving  readers 
the  very  latest  dispatches  on  national  and 
international  affairs. 

March  of  Events 
In  December,  1930,  the  Braille  Institute 
of  America,  Inc.,  acceding  to  requests 
from  many  blind  readers  for  more  current 
periodical  matter  than  was  possible  to 
furnish  in  "The  Braille  Mirror,"  inaugu- 
rated another  forward  and  revolutionary 
step  in  Braille  journalism,  by  launching 
another  monthly  periodical  called  "March 
of  Events,"  made  up  entirely  from  edito- 
rials and  leading  articles  reprinted  from 
the  "World's  Work."  Through  the  cour- 
tesy of  Doubleday  Doran  &  Company,  the 
publishers,  arrangements  were  made  for 
copy  in  advance  so  that  the  Braille  issue 
might  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  blind 


at  the  same  time  each  month  that 
"World's  Work"  was  released,  thus  giv- 
ing to  them  for  the  first  time  current  peri- 
odical reading  matter  hot  off  the  griddle. 

When,  in  July,  1932,  "World's  Work" 
suspended  publication,  pending  a  merger 
with  the  "Review  of  Reviews,"  the  Au- 
gust number  of  "March  of  Events"  came 
out  on  time,  edited  by  the  staff  of  the 
Braille  Institute  of  America.  That  issue 
was  so  popular  with  readers  that  it  was 
decided  to  continue  its  publication  under 
the  editorial  supervision  of  the  Braille 
Institute. 

"March  of  Events"  presents  a  digest  of 
world  news,  and  by  staggering  its  publi- 
cation date  with  that  of  "The  Braille  Mir- 
ror," a  fifteen-day  news  service  is  made 
available  to  the  blind,  another  forward 
step  in  Braille  journalism. 

National  events  are  the  tracks  on  the 
road  to  the  future.  By  them,  may  be  com- 
puted the  speed  and  direction  of  the 
march.  So,  the  first  section  of  "March  of 
Events"  deals  with  international  news  in 
brief,  "Footsteps  in  the  March."  Here  are 
reviewed  the  highlights  of  the  world's 
happenings,  political  and  economic,  each 
nation  receiving  its  equal  dues. 

Next  comes  the  editorial  section, "March 
of  Events."  Some  of  its  editorials  are  re- 
printed in  full  from  prominent  dailies, 
others  must  be  condensed  to  fit  the  space. 
Usually  seven  or  eight  subjects  are  han- 
dled in  this  department. 

The  body  proper  is  made  up  largely  of 
articles  appearing  in  current  numbers  of 
leading  magazines  covering  the  world's 
development  in  the  field  of  science,  in- 
vention and  exploration.  These  articles 
are  sometimes  reprinted  in  full,  but  fre- 
quently they  must  be  condensed,  and  oc- 
casionally rewritten,  to  conform  to  space 
requirements. 

Following  the  editorial  section,  is  "Per- 
sonalities," wherein  biographical  sketches 
of  at  least  two  prominent  characters  in 
the  world  of  science,  politics,  economics 
or  literature  are  presented. 

Wit  and  Humor  comes  in  for  its  share 
of  space  in  "March  of  Events,"  offering 
a  good  prelude  to  "News  Briefs  and  Com- 
ments," which  fill  at  least  ten  pages  of 
the  magazine.  Like  "News  Notes  and 
Rambling  Talk"  in  "The  Braille  Mirror," 
this  section  presents  in  brief  the  latest  im- 
portant news  dispatches  released  just  be- 
fore publication  date.  Probably  because 
of  this  it  is  the  most  interesting  feature 
of  the  magazine. 
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For  Christmas  Give  a  Book  of  The  Bible 


The  Blind  Love  the   World's   Greatest 
Book.    Printed  in  Separate  Braille  Volumes 


T 


Boyd 


HE  Greatest  English  Classic"  is 
the  place  given  to  the  King  James 
Version  of  the  Bible  by  Cleland 
McAfee,  and  that  is  the  name 
chosen  for  his  book,  published  by  Harper 
and  Brothers,  New  York.  The  work  pre- 
sents a  comprehensive  study  of  the  King 
James  Version,  and  its  influence  on  life 
and  literature,  in  five  lectures  prepared 
at  the  request  of  the  Brooklyn  Institute 
of  Art  and  Science." 

Declaring  that  the  King  James  Version 
is  "literature  that  provokes  literature," 
McAfee,  in  his  fourth  lecture,  speaks  of 
the  Bible  as  being  "a  book-making  book." 
To  this  it  might  be  added  that  the  Book 
of  all  Books  is  a  book  of  many  books. 

Indeed,  with  thirty-nine  books  in  the 
Old  Testament,  and  twenty-seven  in  the 
New,  the  work  of  many  authors,  spread 
over  a  period  of  fifteen  hundred  years,  the 
Bible  may  rightly  be  regarded  as  a  library 
within  itself.  Perhaps  no  volume  ever 
published  contains  a  wider  variety  of 
reading  matter.  Though  significantly  a 
religious  work,  tragedy,  adventure, 
romance,  conquest,  deprivation,  pervades 
its  pages,,  not  to  mention  that  it  is  the 
best  work  on  ethics,  morals  and  law  ever 
produced. 

No  other  book  ever  written  has  been 
quoted  and  misquoted  oftener,  and  no 
other  book  has  had  more  to  do  in  shaping 
the  destinies  of  men  and  nations.  So  com- 
pletely has  the  Bible  influenced  and  per- 
meated literature  that  it  is  claimed  that, 
were  the  Bible  utterly  destroyed,  it  could 
be  restored  in  all  its  essential  parts  from 
the  quotations  on  the  shelves  of  our  pub- 
lic libraries. 

It  takes  all  sorts  of  people  to  make  a 
world,  and  all  sorts  of  books  to  make  a 
library.  The  literary  tastes  of  individuals 
are  about  as  many  as  the  stars  in  the 
heavens.  History,  biography,  fiction, 
science,  philosophy  and  religion  all  have 
their  devotees.  And,  thus  it  is  that  the 
Bible,  the  Book  of  many  books,  draws  a 
large  clientelle  of  readers. 

Any  portion  of  the  Scriptures  in  Braille 
is  an  excellent  Christmas  present.  Of  the 
Old  Testament  books  perhaps  Isaiah,  be- 
cause  it   is   considered   by  many  as  pro- 


phetic of  this  present  age,  and  owing  to  its 
many  prophecies  of  the  Messiah's  coming, 
is  very  appropriate  for  the  season.  And, 
of  the  New  Testament,  the  Gospel  of  St. 
Luke,  which  contains  a  fuller  account  of 


Packing  one  Braille  Bible  for  shipment. 


the  birth  and  boyhood  of  Jesus  than  any 
of  the  other  Gospels,  is  a  very  timely  gift 
for  the  Yuletide,  bringing  as  it  does 
"good  tidings  of  great  joy,"  announced  to 
the  shepherds  of  old. 

The  book  of  Isaiah  binds  separately  in  one 
Braille  volume,  but  the  Gospels  of  St.  Luke  and 
St.  John  are  bound  together.  Either  of  these 
volumes  is  offered  at  the  special  price  of  $1,  and 
for  only  $5  the  Complete  New  Testament  in  five 
volumes  can  be  supplied. 

The  Braille  Bible  Society,  739  North  Vermont 
Avenue,  Los  Angeles,  California,  a  non-profit, 
non-sectarian  agency,  organized  exclusively  for 
the  purpose  of  supplying  the  Scriptures  to  the 
blind  free  or  at  prices  they  are  able  to  pay,  has 
a  long  waiting  list  of  blind  readers,  who  being 
unable  to  pay  even  the  special  price  of  $1  a 
volume  have  asked  for  the  whole  Bible  or  por- 
tions thereof  free.  The  Society  invites  all  to 
assist  them  in  this  worthy  work  and  contribu- 
tions alike  both  by  the  blind  and  the  society.  A 
Christmas  gift  of  a  Braille  Bible  to  a  blind 
reader  desiring  it,  means  a  useful  as  well  as 
comforting  gift  and  one  that  is  serviceable  for 
many  years. 
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Athletic   Club   for   Blind   People 

Sightless  Men  and  Women  Join  Germany's 
Sports  Movement  with   Own   Competition 


AMONG  other  things,  Germany  claims 
the  world's  largest  library  for  the 
blind,  and  many  advanced  methods 
of  caring  for  sightless  men  and  women, 
as  well  as  new  ideas  in  their  training, 
and  participation  in  the  everyday  affairs 
of  everyday  people. 

All  this  the  result  of  the  war,  which 
left  thousands  of  blinded  soldiers,  who 
were  determined  to  again  become  inde- 
pendent. 

But  the  high  light  was  seen  recently, 
says  the  New  York  Times,  when  the  new 
Berlin  Athletic  Club  for  the  Blind  held 
its  first  public  contests,  and  a  large  crowd 
of  curious  spectators  attracted  by  the 
event  was  surprised  not  only  to  see  blind 
men  and  women  sprinting,  putting  the 
shot,  jumping  and  doing  hand-springs, 
but  to  see  them  do  all  this  a  great  deal 
better  than  the  majority  of  the  specta- 
tors themselves  could  have  done  it. 

The  idea  of  training  the  blind  physi- 
cally through  athletics  is  the  latest  devel- 
opment. Paul  Rosenbaum,  a  quiet  and 
benevolent  blind  brush  maker  in  the  Mu- 
nicipal Institute  for  the  Blind,  conceived 
the  idea  that  all  the  sightless  folk  lacked 
was  physical  training.  Aside  from  the  fact 
that  blind  persons  have  little  opportunity 
for  walks  and  physical  exercise,  he  felt 
that  athletic  training  would  teach  them 
better  than  anything  else  to  control  their 
bodies,  despite  the  lack  of  sight. 

With  several  blind  friends  he  founded 
the  Athletic  Club  for  the  Blind.  Thirty 
men  and  thirty  women  are  members  and 
they  meet  twice  a  week,  at  night,  after 
their  day's  work,  in  a  large  hall  in  the 
northern  part  of  Berlin.  They  have  a 
trainer,  who  is  the  only  person  among 
them  who  can  see. 

The  public  contests  were  a  great  day 
for  these  blind  athletes,  and  they  had  look- 
ed forward  to  it  not  without  some  fear 
lest  they  might  fail  to  impress  the  spec- 
tators, or  possibly  be  ridiculed. 

But  the  onlookers  did  not  laugh.  The 
trainer,  George  Breitkopf,  who  explained 
that  a  100-meter  dash  required  infinite 
courage  and  concentration  on  the  part  of 


a  blind  person,  was  himself  surprised  at 
the  performance  of  his  pupils. 

They  sprinted  two  and  two  with  noth- 
ing to  guide  them  except  the  yells  and 
cheers  of  friends  and  the  trainer,  who  in- 
dicated the  direction  to  them  before  start- 
ing. Two  young  men  tied  for  the  100- 
meter  world  championship  for  the  blind, 
in  slightly  more  than  13  seconds. 

The  best  shot-put  was  35  feet ;  the  best 
high  jump  was  5  feet.  The  champion  in 
the  wide-jump  contest  went  over  16  feet. 
For  the  wide  jump  the  contestants  were 
permitted  to  jump  off  where  they  liked 
and  the  spot  was  marked  in  order  to 
measure   the   distance. 

After  this  initial  success,  the  trainer 
plans  to  take  his  pupils  over  long  dis- 
tances of  1,500  and  3,000  meters.  He  will 
then  train  them  for  cross-country  runs. 
The  women  will  be  taught  folk  dances, 
which  Herr  Breitkopf  hopes  to  show 
when  they  have   their  next  public   meet. 
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The  Story  of  the  Braille  Institute 

IN  1912,  a  Montana  cowboy  lost  his  sight  by 
accident,  almost  instantly.  Always  a  reader, 
he  mastered  Braille,  and  then  looked  around 

for  books  that  would  help  him  to  a  business 
education.  Such  books  were  rare;  and  the  blind 
had  only  one  magazine  to  keep  them  posted  on 
the  world's  affairs. 

Starting  in  a  garage  back  of  his  Los  Angeles 
home  in  1920,  J.  Robert  Atkinson  made  a  be- 
ginning with  the  Universal  Braille  Press,  print- 
ing books  on  machinery  partly  of  his  own  in- 
vention. Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  M.  Longyear, 
philanthropists  aided  him  financially. 

In  1926  he  launched  a  monthly  magazine 
called  "The  Braille  Mirror,"  dealing  with  cur- 
rent affairs;  and  in  1930,  its  companion  called 
"March  of  Events"  which  contains  a  digest  of 
world  news.  Through  staggering  the  publica- 
tion dates  of  these  two  magazines,  the  blind 
now  have  a  semi-monthly  news  service. 

The  Braille  Institute  of  America  was  incorpo- 
rated under  the  laws  of  California,  to  finance 
reading  matter  for  the  blind,  through  an  endow- 
ment fund,  deposited  under  a  trust,  with  a  strong 
financial  institution.  Founded  primarily  to  ex- 
tend the  activities  of  the  Universal  Braille  Press, 
this  name  will  be  perpetuated  as  the  trade  name 
of  the  Institute's  printing  department,  both  be- 
ing operated  on  a  non-profit  basis. 

The  magazines  published  by  the  Braille  In- 
stitute are  read  by  blind  subscribers  all  over  the 
United  States,  and  by  many  blind  readers  in 
foreign  countries  as  well.  The  Braille  books 
published  by  this  institution  are  deposited  in 
libraries  over  the  whole  country,  and  also  other 
lands. 

So  the  work  of  the  Braille  Institute  of  Amer- 
ica is  broadly  national,  and  international,  in  the 
interests  of  blind  persons  everywhere,  and  is 
non-sectarian,  and  truly  humanitarian. 

Visitors  are  always  welcome  at  the  Braille  In- 
stitute, and  its  printing  plant,  741  North  Ver- 
mont Avenue,  Los  Angeles — telephone  OLympia 
1121.  The  story  of  this  institution,  told  more 
fully, will  be  mailed  to  any  reader  who  asks  for  it. 


"Be 


it's  the  Braille  Institute" 


Telephone  OLympia 

1121 

B.  H 

DAHLKE 

BOOKBINDING 

U. 

B.  P.  Bldg. 

739  N. 

Vermont 

Los  Angeles 

Cal. 

"Quality     Photography — Priced    Fairly" 

BOB    GAMBLE 

Home— PORTRAITS— Studio 

Commercial   Photography 

1303  Melrose  Hollywood 

Phone  Mo.  185SS        A  representative  will  call 


Lions  Clubs  Subscribe  for  "Light" 

To  date,  the  following  Lions  Clubs  have  sent 
in  their  subscriptions  for  "Light,"  which  have 
sent  on  their  way  free  subscriptions  for  the 
"Braille  Mirror"  to  needy  blind: 

Plainfield  Lions  Club,   Plainfield,   Ind. 

Westbrook  Lions  Club,  Westbrook,  Maine. 

Mott  Lions  Club,  Mott,  North  Dakota. 

Maplewood  Lions  Club,   Maplewood,  N.  J. 

Lakota  Lions  Club,  Lakota,  North  Dakota. 

Butler  Lions  Club,  Butler,  Pa. 

Uptown  Chicago  Lions  Club,  Uptown  Chi- 
cago, 111. 

Lions  Club  of  Villa  Park,  Villa  Park,  111. 

Lions  Club  of  Santa  Monica,  Santa  Monica, 
Calif. 

West  Chicago  Lions  Club,  West  Chicago,  111. 

Birmingham  Lions  Club,  Birmingham,  Ala. 

San  Jose  Lions   Club,  San  Jose,   Calif. 

Paradise  Lions  Club,  Paradise,  Pa. 

Ridgewood  Lions   Club,  Ridgewood,   N.  Y. 

Lions   Club  of  Tacony,  Philadelphia,   Pa. 

Ste.  Genevieve  Lions  Club,  Ste.  Genevieve,  Mo. 

Lions  Club  of  Oakes,  Oakes,  No.  Dakota. 

Toledo  Lions   Club,  Toledo,   Ohio. 

Thorp  Lions  Club,  Thorp,  Wisconsin. 

Lions  Club  of  Atwater  Park,  Los  Angeles, 
Calif. 

Lions    Club    of 
Calif. 


Los    Angeles,    Los    Angeles, 


We  are  all  of  us  a  little  blind  to  something, 
and  it  ill  becomes  us  to  condemn  our  brothers 
who  are  blind  to  something  else. — Bolton  Hall. 


New  Books  for  the  Blind 

(Printed  on  the  presses  of  the  Braille  Insti- 
tute of  America.   Inc.) 

I  for  One.  by  John  B.  Priestley.  2  vols.,  cost 
$8.65,  selling  price  $3.70. 

10,000  Leagues  Over  the  Sea,  by  Win.  A. 
Robinson,  3  vols.,  cost  $13.75,  selling  price  $6.50. 

Sons,  by  Pearl  Buck,  4  vols.,  cost  $14.65,  sell- 
ing price  $9.20. 

Peking  Picnic,  by  Ann  Bridge,  3  vols.,  cost 
$11.85,  selling  price  $7.75. 


An  Opportunity  to  Buy  a   Practical 
Christmas  Gift  for  the  Blind 

Now  is  the  time  to  buy  a  blind  friend 
a  Braille  book  at  greatly  reduced  prices. 
We  have  many  interesting  titles  of  fiction 
and  biography  on  hand  to  choose  from. 
Stop  in  early  and  look  over  the  list  at  the 
Braille  Institute  of  America,  741  North 
Vermont  Avenue,  Los  Angeles — or  tele- 
phone OLympia  1121,  or  write  for  a  list 
and  practical  suggestions. 
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What  to  Do  for  "Near-Sightedness" 

A  Handicap  of  One   Person   in   Twenty, 
Now  Controlled  by  Special  Types  of  Lens 

By  HERBERT  S.  MARSHUTZ,  A.  B.,  O.  D. 


ONLY  one  person  in  approximately 
twenty  is  truly  "near-sighted,"  but 
that  one  individual  can  cause  the 
eyesight  profession  more  concern  thart  the 
other  nineteen  in  that  particular  group. 
The  reason  for  this  professional  appre- 
hension is  the  fact  that  myopia  (as  the 
nearsighted  optical  defect  is  known)  tends 
to  increase  in  fully  50  percent  of  the  re- 
corded cases. 

While  "far-sightedness,"  the  most  com- 
mon weakness  of  the  human  eye,  may 
also  increase,  here  the  change  is  merely  a 
larger  proportion  of  a  total  or  hidden  de- 
fect becoming  manifest,  and  measurable. 
As  myopia  increases,  the  variations  in 
focus  may  be  either  functional  or  struc- 
tural— due  in  both  types  (it  is  generally 
conceded)  to  the  stresses  of  close-range 
occupations  involving  excessive  conver- 
gence and  accommodation  of  the  eyes. 

The  structural  errors  are  often  progres- 
sive, sometimes  malignant, — in  extreme 
cases  resulting  in  partial  or  total  blind- 
ness in  the  affected  eye.  Fortunately, 
among  people  who  live  properly,  enjoying 
normal  nourishment,  fresh  air  and  recre- 
ation, dangerous  types  of  myopia  are  rare. 
More  common  is  the  functional  nearsight- 
ed case,  where  the  eye-focussing  habits 
become  "cramped"  or  fixed  in  contrast  to 
the  true  structural  ailment  where  the  eye- 
ball stretches  longitudinally. 

Before  the  optometric  studies  of  the 
past  ten  years,  myopia  was  usually  ac- 
corded one  treatment — lenses  to  bring 
normally  keen  sight  at  a  distance.  Today, 
however,  fair  success  has  been  obtained 
at  controlling  the  action  of  myopic  eyes  in 
their  close-range  duties.  Lenses  that  not 
only  bring  clear  vision,  but  at  the  same 
time  relieve  the  eyes  of  a  portion  of  their 
close  burden,  either  focusing,  convergence 
or  both,  have  been  successfully  employed 
to  put  the  brakes  on  the  "vicious  circle" 
of  a  progressing  functional  myopia. 

In  some  instances,  muscular  "exer- 
cises," usually  designed  to  relieve  tension 
in  the  eye  habits,  have  been  employed  to 
break  down  the   myopic  tendency.    Best 


results  have  been  obtained  before  or  dur- 
ing the  adolescent  age.  It  is  possible  that 
with  today's  increased  knowledge  of  my- 
opia and  another  decade  of  effort,  a  fair 
control  of  this  unwelcome  ocular  defect 
may  be  definitely  established.  Near-sight- 
edness, however,  is  still  one  of  the  mys- 
teries of  human  eyes.  Our  American  pub- 
lic has  become  eye  conscious  during  re- 
cent years,  and  those  who  require  opto- 
metric aid  are  more  willing  to  adopt  every 
possible  remedial  agent  for  betterment. 
Stubborn  individuals  who  will  not  put  on 
glasses,  no  matter  how  handicapped,  are 
becoming  more  rare  every  day. 

The  eyes  of  America  are  better  cared 
for  than  those  of  any  other  country.  This 
country  holds  the  record  for  the  number 
of  pairs  of  glasses  sold  per  capita;  and 
the  eyes  of  the  next  generations  will  be 
the  stronger  for  it,  particularly  that  small 
minority  destined  to  the  victims  of  my- 
opia. 


An  Example  of  Courage 

"A  good  example  of  the  kind  of  courage  we 
need  nowadays,"  says  Paul  Mallon,  syndicate 
writer,  "is  the  old-time  Washington  newspaper 
correspondent  who  went  blind  about  two  years 
ago.  Warning  was  given  him  that  he  was  los- 
ing his  sight.  He  discarded  his  pencil  and  note- 
book— the  essentials  of  journalism — and  prepared 
to  fight  his  fate.  By  careful  training  he  did 
the  impossible.  He  mastered  the  technique  of 
taking  mental  notes  and  cataloguing  the  voices 
of  public  men. 

"Now  he  listens  to  Congressional  debates  and 
statements  from  officials  and  dictates  long  sto- 
ries with  actual  quotations.  His  dispatches  are 
far  more  accurate  than  those  by  some  reporters 

who  see." 


To  Read  Braille  Helps  Success 

The  fact  that  everyone  of  the  forty-four  blind 
employees  of  the  Crocker-Wheeler  Electric 
Company,  Ampere.  New  Jersey,  are  active 
Braille  readers  sustains  our  contention  that  the 
blind  who  master  Braille  manifest  and  maintain 
a  higher  degree  of  resourcefulness,  initiative  and 
naturally  do  better  in  every  walk  of  life,  than  do 
the  blind  who  depend  upon  others  to  read  to 
them. 
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The  Blind  Believe  in  Santa  Claus 

And  This  Year  He's  Back  Again  With 
Sleighbells  and  Whiskers  and  Everything 


FIGURE  that  this 
Good  Old  U.  S.  A. 

of  ours  must  be 
still  a  pretty  young 
country.  And  I'll  tell 
you  how  I  figured : 

In  the  life  of  every  young  feller  there  is 
sure  to  be  a  time  when  he  don't  believe  in 
nothing.  He  don't  believe  in  fairies  any 
more,  or  Santa  Claus,  and  he  don't  believe 
in  his  fellow  man,  or  in  God. 

For  the  past  three  Christmas  seasons, 
the  U.  S.  A.  has  refused  to  believe  in 
Santa  Claus.  The  kind  old  saint  with  the 
whiskers  and  sleighbells  has  been  consid- 
ered dead.  The  young  U.  S.  A.  had  dis- 
covered that  Santa  Claus  wasn't  anybody 
but  your  Old  Man. 

Now,  a  jolly  good  thing  about  our  blind 
people  is,  that  they  go  right  on  believing, 
be  the  times  good  or  otherwise.    Did  you 


ever  hear  of  a  blind  radical  or  cynic? 
You  never  did,  and  you  never  will.  Blind 
folks  have  real  troubles.  Pessimists  and 
cynics  have  only  imaginary  troubles. 

Don't  let  anybody  convince  you  that 
Santa  Claus  has  gone  into  bankruptcy. 
Maybe  his  business  has  been  a  little 
down,  but  I  want  to  assure  you  he  got  a 
loan  from  the  "Redestruction  Finance 
Corporation." 

Hang  up  your  stocking.  Have  faith  in 
your  kind  and  your  country.  While  you 
are  putting  on  the  sleighbells  and  false 
whiskers  yourself,  spare  a  three-dollar 
bill  for  a  subscription  to  "Light,"  and  I'll 
see  that  one  of  our  Braille  magazines 
goes,  in  your  name,  to  one  of  our  blind 
people  who  will  sure  appreciate  it. 

This  is  a  100  per  cent  self-liquidating 
loan,  backed  by  your  faith  in  your  coun- 
try and  your  kind. 


Tb,  Sal^uji^TkiH 


Two  Magazines  for  the  Price  of  One...  LIGHT 
for  You  . . .  and  a  Braille  Magazine  to  a  Blind  Reader 

LIGHT  is  a  magazine  you  will  want  to  read  regularly.  Because,  it 
brings  you  face  to  face  with  ambitious  blind  people,  and  gives  you 
some  of  their  courage  and  cheerfulness. 

We  have  an  attractive  subscription  offer. 

Send  us  THREE  DOLLARS  for  one  year  for  LIGHT,  for  yourself— 
eight  issues.  We  will  then  back  up  your  subscription  with  a  free  sub- 
scription for  a  Braille  magazine  for  some  blind  reader  who  wants  it,  but 
is  unable  to  pay. 

If  you  wish  to  name  the  blind  reader  to  receive  the  Braille  magazine, 
we  will  send  it  to  the  person  you  designate. 

Two  good  magazines  for  the  price  of  one,  and  two  readers  made 
happy. 

DO  IT  TODAY! 


November-December,  1932 
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Seen  With  Half  an  Eye 


Here's  to  the  girls,  the  young  ones; 
"  Not  too  young, 
For  the  good  die  young, 
And  nobody  wants  a  dead  one. 
Here's  to  the  girls,  the  old  ones; 

Not  too  old, 
For  the  old  dye  too, 
And  nobody  wants  a  dyed  one. 

— Bank  Notes. 


Sam  was  a  blind  boy,  and  thought  to  be  not 
very  bright. 

People  had  fun  with  him,  putting  a  dime  and 
a  nickel  in  his  hand,  and  asking  him  to  pick 
one  coin.  Sam  always  picked  the  nickel,  and  that 
gave  the  town  many  a  laugh. 

"Don't  you  know  the  difference?"  asked  a 
kind-hearted  woman. 

"Sure!"  said  Sam.  "But  if  I  ever  took  the 
dime  they  wouldn't  try  me  out  any  more." 

— Clipped. 


"How  long  have  you  been  here?"  asked  the 
new  bank  president. 

"Forty  years — and  in  all  that  time  I  have 
made  only  one  slight  mistake,"  replied  the  clerk. 

"Good!  Let  me  congratulate  you — but  here- 
after be  more  careful." — Boston  Transcript. 


An  Englishman,  according  to  popular  legend, 
gets  three  laughs  from  a  joke — first,  when  the 
joke  is  told;  second,  when  it  is  explained  to 
him,  and  third,  when  he  understands  it.  The 
Frenchman  gets  only  the  first  two — he  never 
sees  the  point.  The  German  gets  one — he  won't 
wait  for  an  explanation.  And  the  American 
gets  none  at  all,  because  he's  heard  the  joke 
before. 


"Why  don't  you  work?  Hard  work  never 
killed  anybody." 

"You're  wrong,  lady — I  lost  both  my  wives 
that   way." 


"I'd  gie  a  thousand  pounds,"  declared  the 
Scotchman,  "and  gold  pounds,  too,  none  of  your 
depreciated  paper — yes,  I'd  gie  a  thousand 
pounds  to  be  a  millionaire!" 


Definition — A  limousine  is  a  sedan  with  a 
glass  partition  to  protect  the  driver  from  silly 
conversation. 


"Let  me  know  as  soon  as  you  arrive." 

"I  will  write." 

"And  if  you   have  forgotten  anything?" 

"I  will  wire." 

"If  you  want  money?" 

"I  will  telephone." 


"We  really  should  get  a  new  car  this  year." 
"What,  when   I'm  still  paying  instalments  on 

the  car   I  exchanged  for  the  car  I  sold  in  part 

payment  of  the  car  I've  got  now?" 


A  flea  and  an  elephant  walked  side  by  side 
over  a  little  bridge.  Said  the  flea  to  the  ele- 
phant, after  they  had  crossed  it:  "Boy,  we  sure 
did  shake  that  thing!" 


Patient  (nervously) :  "And  will  the  operation 
be  dangerous,  doctor?" 

Doctor:  "Nonsense!  You  can't  buy  a  danger- 
ous operation  for  fifty  dollars." 


"Thinking  of  me,  dearest?" 
"Was  I  laughing?    I'm  so  sorry." 


A  wealthy  American,  shooting  on  the  Scotch 
moors,  got  lost  in  a  heavy  mist,  and  after  sev- 
eral hours  wandering,  finally  found  a  Scot. 

"I'm  lost,"  he  confessed. 

"Mon,  I  ken  ye  are,"  answered  the  Scot.  "But 
is  there  ony  reward  offered  for  findin'  ye?" 


After  you  visit  the  Plant  of  the  Braille  Institute 
of  America,  have  lunch  at 

Bella  Napoli  Cafe 

JOE  TECOKADO,  Manager 
VERMONT  at  MELROSE  LOS  ANGELES,  CALIF. 

Featuring  Italian  Cooking — Neapolitan  Style 

Dinner  50c  &   75c,  from  5  P.  M.  to   9  P.  M. 

Lunch    35c,   from    11:30    A.   M.   to    2    P.   M. 

Also  Service  a  la  Carte 

Sunday   Special  Neapolitan  Dinner  75c 

FROM   NOON   TO   MIDNIGHT 

NOrmandy  9236 

Raviola  and  Spaghetti  Served  Daily        Open  from  9  A.  M.  to  Midnight 
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Dickens  Wrote   Her   Story 

Born  100  Years  Ago,  Laura   Bridgman,  With- 
out Sight  or   Hearing,  Was  a    Great  Teacher 


A  FAIR  young  creature,  with  every 
human  faculty,  and  hope,  and  pow- 
er of  goodness  and  affection,  and 
but  one  outward  sense  —  the  sense  of 
touch." 

So  did  Charles  Dickens  describe  the 
famous  Laura  Bridgman,  born  more  than 
a  century  ago,  who  was  blind,  deaf  and 
dumb  from  early  childhood,  without  sense 
of  smell,  and  almost  devoid  of  taste.  Yet 
she  became  as  adept  and  famous  in  her 
day  as  Helen  Keller  in  our  own,  for  she 
mastered  algebra,  history,  geography  and 
needlework,  and  later  took  her  place  as  a 
teacher  of  the  blind  and  deaf.  And  she 
had  the  good  fortune  to  interest  Charles 
Dickens,  who,  in  his  "American  Notes," 
has  left  a  full  account  of  her  early  years. 

Born  at  Hanover,  New  Hampshire,  in 
1829,  Laura  Bridgman  lost  her  sight  and 
hearing  at  the  age  of  two,  through  fever. 
Cut  off  from  the  world,  and  a  sickly  child 
until  four  years  old,  she  began  to  explore 
things  around  her,  learning  the  shape, 
weight  and  temperature  of  every  object 
contacted.  By  feeling  of  her  mother's  fin- 
gers, she  even  learned  to  sew  and  knit  a 
little. 

When  eight  years  old  she  was  taken 
to  the  Perkins  Institution,  in  Massachu- 
setts, for  training",  and  after  a  few  weeks 
of  adjustment,  began  learning  to  read, 
write  and  think  in  our  common  language, 
instead  of  the  arbitrary  language  she  had 
created  for  herself.  Charles  Dickens  re- 
lated at  length  how  she  was  taught  to  cor- 
rectly name  spoons,  knives  and  the  like, 
and  from  that  to  learn  the  letters  and 
words  connected  with  them.  She  was 
taught  the  deaf-and-dumb  finger  alphabet 
as  a  means  of  talking  to  others,  and  when 
left  alone  would  talk  to  herself,  happily, 
where  before  she  had  worked  at  sewing 
or  knitting  to  pass  her  hours. 

As  she  developed,  Laura  became  decid- 
edly "choosy"  in  selecting  her  friends. 
She  quickly  learned  to  recognize  individ- 
uals by  touch,  and  soon  developed  her 
own  tests  of  people,  whom  she  judged  by 
their  mental  ability.  Perhaps  because 
bright  people  were  of  most  aid  to  her,  and 
most  satisfactory  to  talk  with,  she  became 


almost  contemptuous  of  any  new  person 
discovered  to  be  slow-witted.  She  liked 
to  have  her  bright  child  friends  noticed 
by  the  teachers.  But  she  was  also  jealous 
if  the  praise  went  too  far. 

Laura  was  fourteen  when  Dickens  saw 
her,  in  1843,  and  he  paid  tribute  to  her 
teacher,   Dr.   Samuel   G.   Howe,   a  young 


Boston  physician,  born  in  1801,  who  was 
chosen  to  make  investigations  in  Europe, 
gathering  information  about  the  care  and 
education  of  the  blind,  so  that  an  institu- 
tion could  be  started  in  New  England. 
This  was  the  Perkins  Institution,  founded 
1832,  one  of  the  first  in  the  United  States, 
and  Dr.  Howe  went  out  into  the  streets  to 
find  his  first  blind  pupils,  and  the  early 
history  of  institutions  for  the  blind  in  this 
country  is  closely  linked  with  his  life  and 
work. 

Laura  Bridgman  could  never  hear  a  voice, 
speak  to  a  pupil,  see  a  map,  or  study  a  sketch 
on  a  blackboard.  Yet  when  she  grew  to  woman- 
hood, she  became  a  very  capable  teacher  of 
blind  and  deaf  children,  in  Boston,  and  there 
she  lived,  as  a  teacher  and  a  famous  person,  un- 
til her  death  in  1889,  nearly  sixty  years  old. 

The  great  English  novelist  pays  his  tribute  to 
Dr.  Howe,  who  interested  him  in  that  work, 
and  in  Laura  Bridgman. 


Satisfied 
Customers 
Are  Our  Best 
Advertisers 


Oix  months 
after  installation  of  the 
Atkinson  Model,  the 
Clovernook  Home  for 
the  Blind,  Mt.  Healthy, 
Ohio,  ordered  two  more 
machines. 


The  Atkinson  New,  Improved 
Model  No.  5  Stereotyping  Machine 

"The  BRAILLE  Linotyper" 

The  Atkinson  Model  revolutionized  Braille  printing,  perfecting  the 
art  of  "interpoint"  plate  making,  by  which  books  are  printed  on  both 
sides  of  the  paper.  Savings  in  cost  and  volume  run  from  30  to  40% 
below  the  old  methods. 

The  Atkinson  Model  will  bring  distinction  to  all  users  through 
higher  standards  of  workmanship  at  lower  production  cost. 

Price  submitted  on  application. 

Equipped  with  Motor  Shipping  weight,  crated,  900  lbs. 

Fully  Guaranteed  Further  information  furnished  on  request 

U.  B.  P.  MACHINE  SHOP 

Specializing  in  ALL  KINDS  of 

Expert  Machine  Work,  Engineering,  and   Patent  Development 

739  North  Vermont  Avenue,  Los  Angeles,  California 

SEND  YOUR  JOB  WORK  TO  US 


from  a 

FRIEND 

to 

One  of  the  Most  Worthy 
Institutions 

in 

California 

LIGHT 
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Your  message  will  be  faithfully  handled  by  this  blind  telephone  operator,  with  her 
Braille  slate,  typewriter  and  dictaphone  (See  Page  8). 

— Photo  courtesy   California   Industrial   Home 
for  the  Adult  Blind 
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Distributors 

The 

GENERAL  TIRE 


Price-Slashing 

TRADE-IN  SALE 

NOW  ON 


Blind  Anna  Dixon  gathering  pages  of  the  January  "Braille  Mirror"  magazine  for  sight- 
less readers.  —Braille  Institute  photo 
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Even   As  You   and   1 

By  JAMES  H.  COLLINS 


A  BLIND    man,    sitting    in    the 
dark,  with  sensitive  fingers 
eagerly    following    the    Braille 
text  of — a  detective  story!    Murder 
mysteries  and  cowboy   thrillers   for 
the  blind? 

Well,  why  not?  Maybe  you  have 
never  thought  of  the  blind  except  as 
diligent  readers  of  "improving" 
books — the  kind  you  and  I  do  not 
want  to  read  ourselves. 


The  blind  are  not  like  that.  They 
are  like  you  and  me.  A  few  sightless 
persons  have  a  real  relish  for  high- 
brow reading,  and  the  rest,  when  the 
day's  struggle  is  over,  want  reading 
that  takes  them  out  of  themselves. 
The  blind  get  plenty  of  hard  facts 
bucking  the  world  for  a  living — even 
as  you  and  I. 

For  a  good  many  centuries,  the 
blind  were  left  to  their  own  re- 
sources, and  developed  their  own 
profession,  and  followed  it  with  more 
or  less  success.  That  profession  was 
mendicancy,  with  accessories  of  en- 
tertainment and  soothsaying. 

When  sympathetic  people  began 
educating  the  blind,  they  took  things 
very  seriously,  and  taught  heavy 
stuff.  Year  by  year,  education  for 
the  blind  has  been  coming  closer  to 


their  real  needs.  But  the  old  idea 
dies  hard — that  when  a  human  being 
loses  the  precious  gift  of  sight,  and 
is  more  or  less  at  the  mercy  of  oth- 
ers, there  is  a  dandy  chance  to  "im- 
prove" him. 

*     *     * 

What  the  blind  think  about  their 
own  reading  needs  is  clearly  shown 
in  the  demand  for  our  Braille  Insti- 
tute publications.  In  the  course  of 
a  year,  we  make  a  good  many 
books,  high-brow  and  low-brow,  and 
they  have  an  enormous  circulation 
through  the  libraries  of  the  country. 

But  more  and  more,  every  year, 
the  demand  grows  for  Braille  maga- 
zines. The  blind  are  just  like  sighted 
people.  They  want  to  keep  up  with 
the  world,  and  be  entertained  by 
their  reading.  The  magazine  fits 
their  needs,  just  as  it  does  with  our- 
selves. 

That  is  why  our  two  Braille  maga- 
zines have  been  "staggered,"  to  give 
a  semi-monthly  service,  and  why  we 
are  starting  a  new  magazine  in 
Moon  type  for  the  elderly  blind  and 
newly  blinded.  And  that  is  why, 
some  day,  we  hope  to  add  a  house- 
hold magazine  for  blind  women,  and 
a  straight  fiction  magazine  for  the 
whole  blind  world,  packed  full  of 
thrills! 


Copyright   19}},  Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc. 
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It  Takes  the  Fighting  Heart! 

I  Worked  Through  Four  Years  of  Rejections 
Before    Selling    My    First    Short    Story 

By  CHARLES  H.  SNOW 

Blind  Western  Novelist,  Napa,  California 


SAID  my  elder  brother, 
"You  have  always  been 
a  pretty  good  liar.  And 
you  have  had  a  lot  of  experi- 
ence. Why  don't  you  try 
writing  fiction?" 

I  do  not  now  know  just 
why,  but  I  grabbed  the  sug- 
gestion, though  I  had  had 
no  experience  at  stories — had 
not  even  thought  of  attempt- 
ing to  create  them. 

I  found,  as  I  began  work, 
because  of  a  roving  spirit, 
that  I  did  have  a  bankful 
of  experiences  on  which  to 
draw,  and  perhaps  a  little 
more  than  the  average  imag- 
ination. The  latter  is  all  es- 
sential to  the  fiction  writer. 

But  I  am  getting  a  little 
ahead  of  my  story. 

My  sight  was  lost  in  September,  1914, 
when  some  hot  babbitt  metal  blew  out 
of  an  engine  bearing.  For  several  years, 
and  during  surgical  operations,  there  was 
some  hope  of  regaining  sight.  It  took 
four  years  for  me  to  realize  that  I  would 
never  see  again,  and  during  that  time  I 
tried  various  things,  and  worried  over 
occupation. 

Meanwhile,  my  wife  was  making  a  liv- 
ing, and  educating  our  daughter  as  well. 
All  compensation  for  my  injury  was  de- 
nied by  the  courts  because  I  had  been  a 
"transient"  laborer,  on  the  job  only  eleven 
days.  Had  I  worked  fourteen  days,  no 
question  would  have  been  raised.  Fortu- 
nately for  others,  my  case  was  the  cause 
of  this  unjust  law  being  changed. 

Born  in  California  in  1877,  of  "covered 
wagon"  parents,  I  gained  a  little  grammar 
school  education.  But  I  was  much  more 
interested  in  a  gun  or  fishing-pole  than 
books.  At  seventeen,  the  family  moved  to 
the  gold  mining  region  of  the  Sierras.  A 
year  later,  my  elder  brother  and  I  went 
to   British   Columbia.    Three   years   later 


Charles  H.  Snow 


— a  "short' 


we  went  to  South  America, 
and  then  I  came  home,  went 
to  the  Idaho  mining  country, 
and  married.  After  that,  three 
years  in  the  Mohave  desert, 
and  trips  into  Mexico,  and 
construction  work  after  the 
San  Francisco  earthquake, 
and  into  Nevada — all  to  do 
with  mining,  which  was  my 
great  love,  except  an  experi- 
ence operating  the  first  mo- 
tor stages.  Finally  I  came  to 
Napa,  where  my  parents  had 
moved,  and  where  I  now 
live,  and  it  was  here  that  I 
lost  my  sight. 


It   took   three    and   a   half 

years  of  plugging,  and  great 

patience  by  the   rest  of  the 

family,  before  I  sold  a  story 

for  fifty  dollars. 

I  had  to  have  some  other  income  while 
I  was  learning  this  trade,  as  Mrs.  Snow's 
health  was  giving  out,  so  I  ran  for  justice 
of  the  peace  in  Napa,  was  elected,  and 
served  four  years,  and  also  became  Napa 
correspondent  for  the  San  Francisco 
Chronicle  and  Sacramento  Bee. 

Four  years  later  I  was  defeated  by  a 
few  votes,  and  lost  my  job  as  justice — it 
had  paid  only  a  hundred  dollars  a  month, 
with  no  clerk  hire. 

But  by  that  time  I  had  sold  several 
short  stories,  novelettes  and  Western  nov- 
els to  pulp-paper  magazines,  and  also  sold 
in  Great  Britain.  After  another  four  years 
I  had  made  enough  progress  in  fiction  to 
give  up  newspaper  work,  which  had  been 
valuable  training  apart  from  the  money 
it  brought. 

I  write  all  my  stories  direct  on  the  type- 
writer, having"  each  day's  work  read  to 
me.  The  first  draft  is  turned  over  to  a 
secretary  for  correction  of  obvious  errors, 
and  then  read  to  me  for  revision  of  facts, 
characters,  details  of  plot  and  so  on — one 
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of  the  most  particular  parts  of  the  work. 

I  have  not  found  dictation  satisfactory 
— it  interferes  with  my  line  of  silent 
thought.  One  must  live  with  his  charac- 
ters so  that  they  become  real  for  the  time. 
I  do  all  my  work  outside,  when  weather 
permits,  having  one  improvised  desk  in 
the  sun,  another  in  the  shade. 

To  anybody  thinking  of  attempting  fic- 
tion as  a  means  of  living,  I  would  say  that 
it  is  a  serious  business — not  magic  by 
which  money  can  be  taken  out  of  a  hat. 
It  means  trying,  constant  work  and  study, 
and  success  will  not  come  without  many 
disappointments.  Much  of  my  own  suc- 
cess is  due  to  my  wife  and  daughter,  who 
aided  me  during  my  long  apprenticeship. 

But  with  the  fighting  heart,  there  is  a 
very  good  chance  of  success.  The  build- 
ing of  a  story  is  a  good  deal  like  the  build- 
ing- of  a  house.  There  must  be  good  ma- 
terial, and  then  the  parts  must  be  carefully 
put  together. 

My  latest  book  is  a  Western  juvenile, 
"Stocky  of  Lone  Tree  Ranch,"  and  upon 
its  success  the  publishers  will  base  publi- 
cation of  another  from  me.  I  truly  think 
it  is  a  reasonably  good  story,  and  shall  be 
glad  of  any  friends  it  may  make. 

*     *     * 

Two  novels  for  grown-ups  have  proved 
very  popular,  "The  Sheriff  of  Chispa 
Loma"  and  "Don  Jim,"  tales  of  the  early 
California  gold  days.  My  first  American 
novel  was  "The  Rider  of  San  Felipe,"  a 
story  of  the  Southwest. 

My  Western  stories,  novelettes  and 
novels  have  been  published  in  more  than 
a  dozen  magazines  in  this  country,  and  in 
about  as  many  in  Great  Britain.  Nine  of 
my  novels  have  been  printed  in  book  form 
in  London,  and  one  has  been  translated 
into  Polish  and  Czecho-Slovak.  In  our 
own  country,  for  several  years  past,  it  has 
been  much  harder  to  get  Western  novels 
printed  in  book  form,  but  I  have  been 
lucky  enough  to  have  four  published. 

As  I  am  often  asked  where  and  how  I 
get  the  inspiration  for  my  work,  I  can 
only  say  that  there  is  no  such  thing,  as  far 
as  I  know.  It  is  determination  and  per- 
spiration that  count  most. 

I  have  found  fiction  remunerative  to  a 
certain  degree — enough  so  that  we  have 
not  had  to  beg  or  borrow,  and  if  we  have 
stolen,  nobody  has  caught  us  at  it.  We 
are  proud  of  that. 

Not  all  people  can  become  story  writ- 


ers, but  much  of  the  art,  if  it  is  an  art, 
can  be  cultivated.  It  takes  hard,  grinding 
work,  first,  last  and  all  the  time. 


/ 


W.  H.  Kindig 


Our  Own  Who's  Who 

W.  H.  Kindig  is  a  native  of  Indiana 
where  his  business  experience  began  with 
some  years  in  the  selling  department  of 
an  exporting  flour  mill.  This  was  followed 
by  active  newspaper  work  in  Toledo  and 
Fort  Wayne. 

He  came  to  Cali- 
fornia in  1903  and 
engaged  in  the  hotel 
business  successively 
at  Mount  Wilson, 
Pasadena  and  Sierra 
Madre.  One  of  his 
guests  at  La  Casa 
Grande  Hotel  in  Pas- 
adena, Mr.  Joseph  R. 
Loftus,  invited  Mr. 
Kindig  to  join  him 
in  a  new  venture. 
W  i  t  h  his  pioneer 
spirit  he  quickly  ac- 
cepted, and  the  result 
was  the  introduction 
of  cotton  growing  in  Imperial  Valley. 
Since  that  time  Mr.  Kindig  has  usually 
been  identified  with  some  form  of  devel- 
opment, the  last  ten  years  being  spent  as 
one  of  the  leading  spirits  in  the  creating 
of  the  beautiful  Palos  Verdes  Estates. 

He  has  always  been  interested  in  prac- 
tical philanthropy.  Being  acquainted  with 
Mr.  Atkinson  in  the  early  period  of  his 
blindness,  he  was  struck  by  the  social  and 
economic  benefits  of  the  plans  suggested 
by  Mr.  Atkinson  to  make  the  blind  self- 
supporting  and  thereby  get  them  above 
the  necessity  for  charity. 

The  first  step  in  this  program  was  to 
be  the  printing  of  Braille  books  and  the 
establishing  of  a  periodical  magazine  in 
Braille.  Mr.  Kindig  enthusiastically  spent 
a  great  deal  of  time  during  many  months 
assisting  Mr.  Atkinson  in  experimenting 
with  printing  presses,  paper,  methods  and 
details.  In  fact,  he  personally  ran  the 
press  in  turning  out  the  first  book  for  the 
establishment  which  has  now  grown  into 
the  Braille  Institute  of  America. 


The  blind  have  advanced  in  the  world  chiefly 
in  two  ways — by  the  ability  of  a  minority  of  dis- 
tinguished sightless  persons,  and  through  the 
sympathy  accorded  the  vast  majority  of  the 
blind. 
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Dr.  Moon's  Invention  Americanized 

His  Simplified  System  Now  Adapted  in 
This    Country    by    the   Braille   Institute 

By  J.  ROBERT  ATKINSON 


THAT  all  of  the  blind  may  read 
through  the  sense  of  touch,  and  that 
the  process  may  be  made  simple  and 
practical,  is  the  problem  that  has  chal- 
lenged the  resourcefulness  of  noble  men 
and  women  since  the  17th  century.  Un- 
doubtedly, the  two  outstanding  characters 
in  the  successful  solution  of  the  problem 
are  Louis  Braille  and  Dr.  William  Moon, 
both  without  sight  and  both  products  of 
the  same  generation.  Each  of  these  blind 
benefactors  designed  a  system  of  raised 
printing  which  is  destined  to  live  on 
through  the  centuries. 

In  recent  years,  Braille's  system  of 
raised  print  has  become  quite  universally 
known.  Not  so  much  is  known,  however, 
of  Dr.  Moon  and  his  system,  although  it 
is  by  no  means  secondary  in  importance 
to  the  Braille  system,  or  to  the  literary 
culture  of  the  blind.  This  is  probably  due 
in  part  to  the  fact  that  books  and  maga- 
zines for  the  blind,  printed  in  the  Moon 
type,  have  never  been  produced  in  Amer- 
ica, although  the  system  is  very  popular 
here,  and  is  destined  to  become  more  pop- 
ular, because  of  its  easy  mastery  by  eld- 
erly blind  persons. 

The  functional  difference  between  the 
Moon  and  Braille  systems  is  clearly 
explained  by  Kate  M.  Foley,  California 
State  Home  Teacher  for  the  Blind.  She 
explains  the  Moon  type  as  an  "elementary 
course"  for  middle-aged  persons;  the 
Braille,  as  a  "high  school  course."    Thus 


it  is  that  the  two  systems,  though  dis- 
tinctly different  typographically,  during 
the  present  generation  at  least,  are  of 
equal  importance. 

That  is  why  the  Braille  Institute  of 
America,  Inc.,  is  pioneering  in  the  devel- 
opment of  equipment  for  the  publication 
in  America  of  good  books  and  magazines 
in  the  Moon  system. 

William  Moon  was  born  in  Brighton, 
England,  in  1817,  and  in  his  fourth  year 
lost  the  sight  of  one  eye  through  scarlet 
fever.  AVhile  a  student  of  twenty-one,  the 
other  eye  was  blinded  through  overstrain. 

"In  spite  of  his  blindness,"  says  Rich- 
ard Slayton  French,  in  "From  Homer  to 
Helen  Keller,"  "he  continued  his  studies 
and  attained  some  reputation  as  a  scholar. 
About  1840,  Moon  learned  the  system  of 
Frere,  which  was  stenographic  in  charac- 
sharply  defined  to  the  touch.  With  the 
zeal  of  a  new  convert,  young  Moon 
spread  the  gospel  to  his  fellows  in  afflic- 
tion. He  soon  perceived,  however,  the 
faults,  both  of  the  phonetic  system  and  of 
the  forms  of  symbols  used.  By  actual  ex- 
periment he  worked  out  a  very  'tangible' 
modification,  using  alphabetic  signs  some- 
what resembling  the  Roman.  The  sym- 
bols were  wholly  linear,  one  of  their 
virtues  being  that  they  could  easily  be 
printed  from  bits  of  wire  affixed  to  metal 
plates.  Because  of  their  simplicity  and 
large  size,  the  tangibility  of  the  Moon 
ter,  largely  angular  in  form,  and  rather 
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TRANSCRIPTION    OF   MOON    PRINT 

First  line Ringing    little    lau    *  *  *         Third  line through  the  uncut  h  *  *  * 

Second  line reply.    And  away  he  *  *  *         Fourth  line past  the  woodshed,  *  *  * 
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letters  is  so  great  that  they  can  be  easily 
read  even  by  those  becoming  blind  at  an 
advanced  age." 

Dr.  Moon  designed  the  system  of  print- 
ing which  now  bears  his  name  in  1847, 
about  twenty  years  after  the  Braille  sys- 
tem was  invented. 

Learning  to  read  Braille,  he  had  en- 
deavored to  teach  it  to  his  fellow-blind. 
He  found  that  those  with  sensitive  fingers 
learned  to  read  the  Braille  system  readily, 
but  those  whose  sense  of  touch  was  not  so 
acute,  or  whose  hands  were  calloused  by 
rough  work,  found  it  difficult  to  feel  the 
letters,  and  therefore  few  of  them  learned 
to  read,  finding  the  mastery  of  Braille 
slow  and  tedious. 

Thus  was  Dr.  Moon  inspired  to  design 
his  simple  letters  which  would  be  easy  for 
the  aged  blind  to  feel,  by  taking  the  Ro- 
man letters  and  altering  those  which  were 
difficult  to  detect.  That  is  why  the  Moon 
system  resembles  in  many  respects  the 
Roman  letters,  or  our  A.  B.  C.'s. 

For  nearly  one  hundred  years  the  Moon 
system  has  been  used  by  the  blind,  and 
all  the  literature  printed  in  it  has  been 
published  in  England.  There  is  no  patent 
or  copyright  on  the  type,  but  American 


agencies  have  not  found  it  economical  to 
equip  for  Moon  printing,  due,  in  part,  to 
lack  of  co-operation  in  the  European 
agency  which  controls  the  type. 

In  England,  Moon  books  are  printed 
from  moveable  type.  The  market  is  so- 
licited in  advance  before  a  book  is 
published,  and  only  the  number  of  copies 
ordered  at  the  time  the  work  goes  to  press 
are  printed.  The  type  is  then  distributed 
and  used  for  other  books,  and  it  is  costly 
to  secure  a  second  edition. 

Ninety  thousand  volumes  of  Moon 
books,  all  of  them  printed  in  England,  and 
most  of  them  by  English  authors,  were 
circulated  from  libraries  in  this  country 
in  1931,  to  blind  readers  who  might  other- 
wise have  been  without  literary  food.  Be- 
lieving that  these  readers  would  enjoy  a 
monthly  magazine  in  the  Moon  type,  con- 
taining a  digest  of  world  news,  and  pos- 
sibly a  short  story,  the  Braille  Institute 
is  making  rapid  progress  in  the  develop- 
ment of  machinery  that  will  revolutionize 
the  present  method  of  producing  litera- 
ture in  that  type,  and  is  hopeful  that  it 
will  be  possible  to  launch  a  magazine  in 
the  system  before  midsummer  of  the  pres- 
ent year. 


Hunting   a    Needle   in   a    Haystack 

That's  My  New  Job  of  Locating  Blind  People 
Who  Read  the  Simplified  Moon  Type  — Help  Me! 
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'HE  Boss  has 
just  handed  me 
a  new  job  that's 
kinda  like  looking  for 
the  needle  in  the  pro- 
verbial haystack. 
Maybe  you  can  help 
me  out. 

You  see,  last  year  90,000  books  in 
Moon  type  were  taken  from  public  libra- 
ries by  the  elderly  blind,  and  newly 
blinded  people,  who  read  this  kind  of 
raised  printing.  Moon  type  is  a  simplified 
form  of  the  regular  alphabet.  You  could 
read  it  yourself  with  a  little  practice, 
while  it  would  take  you  quite  some  time 
to  learn  the  dot  system  of  Braille.  Moon 
type  readers  are  a  minority  among  the 
blind,  but  they  are  important,  and  ought 
to  have  good  current  reading.  We  are 
planning    a    Moon    type    monthly    news 


magazine  that  ought  to  get  started  early 
this  year.  And  I  have  to  find  the  blind 
people  who  read  this  type.    Some  job ! 

Maybe  you  know  an  elderly  blind  per- 
son, or  one  who  has  lately  lost  eyesight, 
and  is  struggling  with  his  or  her  readjust- 
ment problem.  If  you  will  send  me  his  or 
her  name  and  address,  I'll  be  glad  to  give 
notice  when  the  new  Moon  magazine 
comes  out. 

Better  yet,  you  can  send  me  three  dol- 
lars for  a  subscription  to  "Eight,"  and 
under  our  subscription  plan  we  will  send 
the  Moon  magazine  to  that  person,  on 
your  behalf,  or  to  some  other  Moon  type 
reader  on  our  lists  of  blind  people  who 
want  to  read,  but  cannot  afford  to  sub- 
scribe.  I'll  say  you'd  be  helpful ! 
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The  Blind  as  Telephone  Operators 

Rose   Reilly   Demonstrates  that  this 

Work   is  Well  Within  Their  Ability 

By  MARY  CARROLL 

Supervising  Field  Worker, 
California   State   Industrial   Home  for   the   Adult   Blind,    Oakland,    California. 


Rose  Reilly  is  the  blind  telephone  girl  shown 
on  our  cover,  and  she  is  also  a  typist  and  Dicta- 
phone operator,  recording  telephone  calls  in 
Braille,  and  writing  them  on  the  machine  for 
sighted  persons.  Here  is  the  story  of  her  train- 
ing, told  by  her  teacher,  and  her  success  raises 
hopes  that  private  telephone  switchboards  may 
be  entrusted  to  more  blind  operators,  because 
the  blind  have  the  memory  training,  concentra- 
tion and  patience  necessary  in  this  work. 


YOU  can  make  friends  very  easily — ot- 
iose them — at  the  telephone  switch- 
hoard  of  any  business  concern.  It 
may  he  a  large  corporation,  or  the  office 
of  a  professional  man,  a  physician  or  at- 
torney, or  a  state  institution,  like  our  own. 
The  voice,  personality,  manners,  patience 
and  memory  of  the  operator,  woman  or 
man,  is  a  very  great  asset  to  the  organi- 
zation— or  it  isn't !  In  large  business  con- 
cerns, where  employees  are  carefully  se- 
lected for  each  type  of  work,  and  trained 
for  efficiency,  the  telephone  operators  are 
sure  to  he  high-grade  individuals,  and  you 
know  this  as  soon  as  you  contact  them  by 
'phone. 

Miss  Rose  Reilly  is  the  telephone  oper- 
ator here  at  the  California  State  Indus- 
trial Home  for  the  Adult  Blind,  and  she 
was  chosen  for  training  in  that  position 
because  she  has  a  sweet  voice,  a  pleasing 
personality,  and  is  always  extremely  care- 
ful about  her  personal  appearance,  so  that 
you  like  her  however  you  may  meet  her, 
over  the  'phone  or  at  her  switchboard. 

And  this  position  was,  for  her,  a  wel- 
come kind  of  work,  after  she  had  failed  to 
find  entire  satisfaction  in  other  accepted 
occupations  for  the  blind.  She  demon- 
strates that  telephone  operating  is  a  pro- 
fession well  within  the  abilities  of  some 
blind  persons. 

Miss  Reilly  was  born  in  1899,  at  Apple- 
ton,  AVisconsin,  but  was  brought  to  Cali- 
fornia as  a  child,  at  the  age  of  six.  She 
has  always  been  blind,  losing  her  sight  at 
birth  through  opthalmia  neonatorum.  En- 
tering the  California  State  School  for  the 
Blind  at  Berkeley  when  eight  years  old, 
she  was  graduated  from  that  school  in 
1919.   Then,  for  several  years,  she  stayed 


at  home  with  her  family,  during  which 
time  she  attended  the  California  State 
Teachers'  College  at  Chico  for  one  se- 
mester. 

In  1929,  circumstances  arose  which 
made  it  necessary  for  her  to  earn  her 
own  living,  and  she  had  not  been  trained 
for  any  particular  occupation.  So  she 
entered  the  California  State  Industrial 
Home  for  the  Adult  Blind,  at  Oakland, 
in  June,  that  year,  and  did  excellent  work 
in  the  chair  caning  department.  But  she 
felt  that  she  wanted  to  do  something  that 
would  be  more  interesting". 

Studying  the  telephone  switchboard 
used  in  our  offices,  and  finding  that  it  was 
the  same  type  used  in  many  small  busi- 
ness offices  and  large  apartment  houses, 
I  decided  that,  with  very  little  change, 
many  of  our  blind  girls  could  be  trained 
to  operate  such  a  board. 

Permission  was  given  me  to  train  Rose, 
when  the  matter  had  been  laid  before  Mr. 
J.  M.  Kelley,  Superintendent  of  the  home, 
and  the  matter  of  making  adjustments  in 
the  switchboard  was  taken  up  with  the 
Pacific  Telephone  Company.  I  suggested 
that  they  remove  the  plates  from  in  front 
of  the  indicators,  which  mark  the  lines  for 
a  sighted  operator,  and  enable  the  blind 
operator  to  touch  them  to  determine  the 
origin  of  calls.  The  telephone  company 
did  not  accept  this  suggestion  at  first,  but 
asked  for  time  to  make  inquiries  in  the 
East,  where  telephone  equipment  is  man- 
ufactured, and  standardized  for  national 
operation.  The  company  had  no  record  of 
any  blind  telephone  operator  in  the  state 
of  California. 

After  waiting  three  months,  my  sugges- 
tion was  finally  accepted,  and  the  switch- 
board modified  for  a  blind  operator's  use. 

Our  switchboard  consists  of  five  trunk 
lines,  for  outside  communication,  and 
twelve  inside  lines,  communicating  with 
different  departments  of  the  home.  After 
a  week  of  continuous  training,  Rose  was 
able  to  operate  the  board  with  accuracy 
and  ease. 

Calls  and  orders  coming;  in  over  the  tel- 
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ephone  are  taken  by  her  in  Braille,  and 
then  written  on  the  typewriter  and  passed 
along  to  their  respective  departments. 

After  becoming  proficient  as  a  tele- 
phone operator,  Miss  Reilly  was  given 
training  at  a  business  school,  through  the 
California  State  Department  of  Rehabili- 
tation, and  now  combines  dictaphone  op- 
erating with  her  telephone  work.  Her 
success  leads  me  to  believe  that  this  com- 
bined work  could  be  performed  by  many 
blind  girls  throughout  the  state,  and  the 
nation,  provided  care  were  taken  in  choos- 
ing apt  pupils,  and  in  training  them,  and 
making  the  slight  modifications  needed  in 
telephone  switchboards. 


Radio  for  Sightless   Legion 

There  is  an  invisible  army,  a  legion, 
which  marches  to  every  sound  of  radio — 
the  blind.  It  opens  vistas  of  a  world  that 
heretofore  did  not  exist  for  them,  says 
Doug  Douglas,  in  the  Los  Angeles  Times. 
Being  without  the  ability  to  see  is  a 
tragic  thing  to  contemplate.  Fumbling 
one's  way  from  bed  to  doorway;  from 
doorstep  to  street  corner !    Hearing  news 


only  when  an  occasional  friend  would 
read  aloud.  Listening  to  music  when 
some  one  who  had  the  patience  to  wind 
the  phonograph  or  lead  the  way  to  church. 

With  the  advent  of  radio,  a  smile  came 
to  the  sightless  faces  of  untold  thousands. 
Here  was  a  gift  from  the  gods — a  wealth 
of  everything  spread  before  their  dark 
days.  No  more  sincere  group  of  radio 
listeners  exists  than  these  same  folk.  Nor 
does  a  more  competent  class  of  construc- 
tive critics  of  air-givings  judge  their  pro- 
grams. 

The  other  day  a  letter  came  to  the  desk. 
We'll  quote  it  "as  is:" 

"It  was  my  privilege  to  entertain  two 
blind  boys  in  my  home  over  the  week-end 
and  I  learned  from  observation  how  they 
'watched'  their  Braille  watches  for  the 
time  for  the  news  items  to  go  on  the  air. 
They  listened  so  intently  to  every  word. 
So  I  say  this  to  you,  don't  be  afraid  of 
giving  the  news  for  there  are  hundreds  of 
blind  boys  whose  only  way  of  learning 
what  is  going  on  on  the  outside,  is  the 
radio.  So  many  of  them  have  no  one  to 
read  to  them  and  many  couldn't  even 
buy  a  paper." 


Two  Magazines  for  the  Price  of  One..,  LIGHT 
for  You  . . .  and  a  Braille  Magazine  to  a  Blind  Reader 

LIGHT  is  a  magazine  you  will  want  to  read  regularly.  Because,  it 
brings  you  face  to  face  with  ambitious  blind  people,  and  gives  you 
some  of  their  courage  and  cheerfulness. 

We  have  an  attractive  subscription  offer. 

Send  us  THREE  DOLLARS  for  one  year  for  LIGHT,  for  yourself— 
eight  issues.  We  will  then  back  up  your  subscription  with  a  free  sub- 
scription for  a  Braille  magazine  for  some  blind  reader  who  wants  it,  but 
is  unable  to  pay. 

If  you  wish  to  name  the  blind  reader  to  receive  the  Braille  magazine, 
we  will  send  it  to  the  person  you  designate. 

Two  good  magazines  for  the  price  of  one,  and  two  readers  made 
happy. 

DO  IT  TODAY! 
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A  Soldier  Leads  New  Zealand's  Blind 

Blinded  in  Battle,  Clutha  Mackenzie  Now 
Directs  the  Jubilee  Institute*  at  Auckland 


By  AGNES  HUME  MACDONALD 


A 


YOUNG  New  Zea- 
lander,  almost  blind, 
but  with  a  small  degree 
of  vision,  was  being  brought 
to  the  Jubilee  Institute  for 
the  Blind,  in  Auckland — 
much  against  his  wishes, 
and  in  dread. 

"Is  it  dark  everywhere?" 
he  asked,  fearfully. 

"It  isn't  dark  anywhere  !" 
replied  the  director,  and  re- 
lated how  he,  a  blinded  sol- 
dier, had  welcomed  the  abun- 
dant sunlight  and  electricity 
in  the  home  of  Sir  Arthur 
Pearson,  the  blind  British 
editor  and  publisher,  when 
he  was  first  being  taught 
how  to  live  in  his  new  sight- 
less world. 

The  Jubilee  Institute  has  large,  restful 
rooms,  flooded  with  sunlight,  and  pro- 
vided with  wicker  chairs  and  roomy  read- 
ing tables.  These  rooms  lead  to  sunny 
verandas,  and  a  large  sunshine  court. 

The  director,  Clutha  N.  Mackenzie,  is 
still  this  side  of  forty,  but  has  had  a  re- 
markable career.  Educated  in  some  of  the 
best  New  Zealand  schools,  and  following 
agricultural  work  at  the  Government  ex- 
perimental farms  on  North  Island,  he  was 
among  the  first  to  leave  as  a  soldier  for 
the  World  War,  in  October,  1914,  with 
the  Wellington  Mounted  Rifles. 

Ten  months  later,  at  Anzac,  on  the  Gal- 
lipoli  Peninsula,  he  was  totally  blinded  by 
shell  explosion. 

On  arriving  in  England,  he  was  visited 
by  Sir  Arthur  Pearson  and  Lady  Pearson. 
The  blind  editor  had  organized  St.  Dun- 
stan's  for  the  training  of  the  war-blinded. 
Mr.  Mackenzie  dismisses  his  difficult  days 
of  readjustment  by  saying,  "There  is 
really  very  little  to  tell — I  lived  for  some 
time  with  Sir  Arthur,  with  a  number 
of  war-blinded  officers,  as  his  personal 
guest ;    he    was    magnificent — he    showed 

•On   December   9.    1932,   by   Parliamentary   Act,    the  name 


Clutha  N.  Mackenzie 


me  how  to  go  about  things." 

Until  the  end  of  the  war, 
Mr.  Mackenzie  continued 
with  the  New  Zealand  Ex- 
peditionary Force,  editing  a 
soldier  journal,  and  writing 
a  war  story,  "The  Tale  of  a 
Trooper."  Returning  home, 
he  was  the  guest  of  the  Ad- 
miralty on  a  six  months' 
cruise  with  Admiral  Lord 
Jellicoe. 

His  father  was  an  eminent 
statesman  of  New  Zealand, 
Member  of  Parliament,  Pre- 
mier and  High  Commis- 
sioner in  England.  Probably 
this  led  the  son  to  enter  poli- 
tics. He  served  three  years 
in  Parliament,  prior  to  his 
appointment  as  director  of  the  Jubilee  In- 
stitute, and  in  the  latter  post  has  become 
the  sponsor  for  a  new  spirit  of  relations 
between  the  blind  of  New  Zealand  and 
the  public. 

The  Jubilee  Institute  for  the  Blind,  only 
institution  of  its  kind  in  the  Dominion,  is 
successfully  meeting  an  urgent  need. 

It  has  under  its  supervision  seven  hun- 
dred and  fifty  blind  people.  Thirty  chil- 
dren belong  to  the  school ;  one  hundred 
and  five  adults  live  at  the  Institute,  under- 
going training  or  permanently  employed 
in  trades ;  six  hundred  and  twenty  others, 
throughout  the  Dominion,  are  in  their 
own  homes  or  engaged  in  various  useful 
occupations.  No  age  limit  for  admission 
is  set,  a  very  considerable  percentage  of 
those  admitted  being  between  the  ages  of 
fifty  and  seventy  years.  The  wisdom  of 
caring  for  the  needs  of  these  adult  blind 
is  obvious. 

The  policy  of  the  Institute  is  to  educate 
and  finance  the  blind  to  establish  them- 
selves in  outside  life;  to  maintain  work- 
shops for  the  employment  of  those  whose 
mental  or  physical  capacity  renders  it  dif- 
ficult for  them  to  cope  with  ordinary  corn- 
was  changed   to  the  New   Zealand   Institute  for   the   Blind. 
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petition ;  and  to  make  grants  or  loans 
toward  establishing  the  blind  in  a  chosen 
trade  or  profession.  These  grants  and 
loans  vary  from  £100  to  £500. 

Last  year,  at  the  World  Conference  for 
the  Blind,  held  in  New  York  City,  Mr. 
Mackenzie  attended  as  a  delegate  from 
New  Zealand,  and  was  able  to  offer  some 
practical  suggestions  for  the  improvement 
of  conditions  and  equipment  for  the  blind. 

He  is  still  a  young  man,  tall,  of  a  fine, 
strong  physique,  with  a  mentality  and 
personality  to  match.  As  he  talks,  with  a 
pleasing,  clean-cut  Scottish  accent,  his 
face  is  alight  with  kindliness  and  a  keen 
zest  for  life's  behests.  With  quick,  firm 
step,  he  goes  about  his  manifold  duties, 
certain  of  his  well-defined  plans  for  each 
busy  day,  carrying  everywhere  with  him 
a  spirit  of  cheerful,  confident,  competent 
activity,  which  is  everywhere  reflected. 
One  of  our  Governor-Generals,  after  pay- 
ing a  visit  to  the  various  departments,  re- 
marked that  in  all  the  Dominion  he  had 
found  no  happier  people  than  those  of  the 
Jubilee  Institute. 

New  Zealand  may  well  be  grateful  to 
count  among  her  worth  while  citizens 
Clutha  Mackenzie. 


A  Cheerful   Story  of  Real   Trouble 

Stone-blind  and  completely  paralyzed, 
Dean  Van  Clute  was  a  charity  inmate  of 
Welfare  Island,  New  York  City,  when 
the  meaning  of  his  painful  life  experience, 
became  clear  to  him — that  his  life  story 
should  be  told  to  encourage  others. 

So,  in  "Pour  Wine  for  Us,"  a  novel  in 
autobiographical  form,  with  "Peter  Hol- 
land" as  hero,  he  recounts  the  boyhood 
and  early  manhood  of  a  typical  "up-state" 
New  York  boy,  and  tells  how  the  pain 
and  helplessness  of  paralysis,  followed  by 
blindness,  were  met.  His  first  writing 
success  came  when  he  sold  articles  to  the 
"American  Mercury,"  and  in  this  first 
book  he  has  had  the  aid  of  his  brother, 
Walton  Van  Clute.  As  a  result  of  his 
magazine  articles,  Mr.  Van  Clute  was 
aided  by  a  wealthy  friend  to  leave  the 
island  and  open  a  book  shop  in  New  York. 

"Pour  Wine  for  Us"  is  not  a  story  of 
hardship  and  suffering,  but  of  mental  and 
spiritual  development.  The  author's 
physical  misfortunes  are  sketched  only  in 
the  final  half-dozen  chapters,  and  with 
cheerfulness  and  humor. 

Pour  Wine  for  Us,  a  Novel  by  Dean  Van  Clute  in 
collaboration  with  Walter  Van  Clute — New  York,  Fred- 
erick A.   Stokes   Company,   $2. 
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Bibles  for  the  Blind 

Uncle  Sam  and  Santa  Claus  Were  the  "Good 
Fellows"   Bringing  Scripture  at   Christmastide 

"The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  upon  me,  because  He  hath  anointed  me  to 
preach  the  gospel  to  the  poor;  He  hath  sent  me  to  heal  the  brokenhearted, 
to  preach  deliverance  to  the  captives,  and  recovering  of  sight  to  the 
blind***."— Luke  4:  18. 

"And  I  will  bring  the  blind  by  a  way  that  they  knew  not;  I  will  lead 
them  in  paths  that  they  have  not  known;  I  will  make  darkness  light  before 
them***." — Isa.  42:  16. 


THE  Yuletide  Season  in  1932  bright- 
ened the  homes  of  many  blind  read- 
ers through   the  comfort   and  good 
cheer  brought  to  them  in  portions  of  the 
Scriptures  in  Braille,  distributed  free  by 
the  Braille  Bible  Society,  Inc. 

"Lmcle  Sam"  played  the  role  of  rein- 
deer for  Santa  Claus  by  transporting  free 
through  the  mail  hundreds  of  volumes  to 
blind  readers  living  in  all  sections  of  the 


nation,  and  to  some  in  foreign  lands.  His 
yoke  was  heavy,  but  no  doubt  the  burden 
was  light  in  anticipation  of  the  joy  he  was 
bringing  to  the  captives  of  physical 
blindness,  to  whom  the  Scriptures  in 
Braille  mean  very  much.  Realizing  the 
import  of  his  missionary  errand,  we  can 
easily  imagine  that  he  went  about  his 
task,    sometimes    over    stony    roads    and 


trails  leading  into  the  rural  districts,  with 
a  song  of  love  and  mirth  in  his  heart. 

Under  Section  495^>  of  the  Postal  Laws 
and  Regulations,  Bibles,  when  given  free 
to  the  blind,  are  transported  free  through 
the  mail,  or  at  the  special  rate  of  one  cent 
a  pound,  when  sold  at  cost  or  less. 

Here,  Uncle  Sam's  contribution  to  the 
blind  is  no  small  item,  for  if  Braille  Bibles 
had  to  be  shipped  at  the  regular  parcel 
post  rate,  frequently  the  postage  alone  on 
a  single  Bible,  bound  in  twenty-one  vol- 
umes, would  approximate  $12. 

The  Braille  Bible  Society  is  organized 
exclusively  for  the  purpose  of  supplying' 
the  Scriptures  in  Braille,  for  the  use  of 
the  blind,  free,  or  at  prices  the  blind  are 
able  to  pay  below  the  non-profit  produc- 
tion cost.  Thousands  of  volumes  have 
been  supplied  to  the  blind  in  this  way. 

From  all  parts  of  the  English-reading 
world  the  blind  are  requesting  free  grants 
of  the  Bible  in  Braille.  As  the  Society  ha^ 
no  other  resources  than  the  voluntarv 
contributions  of  the  public,  it  must  look 
to  spiritually-minded  friends  of  the  blind 
to  help  it  supply  these  requests. 

The  Society  offers  the  Braille  Bible, 
bound  in  twenty-one  volumes,  at  the  spe- 
cial price  of  $21  postpaid,  and  volumes  are 
sold  singly  at  $1  each.  Although  this 
price  is  very  much  below  the  non-profit 
production  cost,  it  is  still  bevond  the 
reach  of  thousands  of  blind  readers,  and 
more  volumes  are  distributed  free  to  the 
blind  than  are  sold  at  this  special  price. 

Contributions  are  needed  at  this  time 
to  meet  the  unfilled  requests  from  those 
who  are  unable  to  pay  anything  at  all,  and 
any  sum  contributed  will  be  appreciated 
by  the  Braille  Bible  Society,  Inc.,  whose 
address  is  739  North  Vermont  Avenue, 
Los  Angeles. 
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New  Books  for  the  Blind 

(Printed  on  the  presses  of  the  Braille  Insti- 
tute of  America,  Inc.) 

Interpretations,  1931-1932,  by  Walter  Lipp- 
man,  3  vols.,  cost  $21,  selling  price  $8. 

The  Letters  of  William  James,  edited  by 
Henry  James,  7  vols.,  selling  price  $19.30. 

Afoot  in  England,  by  W.  H.  Hudson,  2  vols., 
selling  price  $6.15. 

Greenbanks,  by  Dorothy  Whipple,  3  vols.,  in 
press,  selling  price  $7.50. 

Back  Yonder,  by  Wayman  Hogue,  2  vols.,  in 
press,  selling  price  $5. 

What  We  Live  By,  by  Ernest  Dimnet,  2  vols., 
in  press,  selling  price  $6.50. 

Cruisers  of  the  Air,  by  C.  J.  Hylander,  2  vols., 
selling  price  $5.50. 

Gallions  Reach,  by  H.  M  Tomlinson,  2  vols., 
in  press,  selling  price  $5.75. 

A  Daughter  of  the  Middle  Border,  by  Hamlin 
Garland,  3  vols.,  in  press,  selling  price  $8.50. 

My  Story,  by  Mary  Roberts  Rinehart,  4  vols., 
in  press,  selling  price  $9.25. 

Beveridge  and  the  Progressive  Era,  by  C.  G. 
Bowers,  8  vols.,  in  press,  selling  price  $20. 


News-Reel   Features   Printing 
for  the  Blind 

"How  Six  Dots  Bring  Light  to  the 
Blind"  is  the  caption  of  a  talking  news- 
reel  made  in  the  printing  department  of 
the  Braille  Institute  of  America,  by  the 
Universal  News  Reel  Service,  featuring 
all  the  operations  in  producing  books  and 
magazines  in  Braille  for  the  use  of  the 
blind. 

The  news-reel,  which  is  receiving 
world-wide  bookings,  is  a  feature  of 
"Strange  as  it  Seems"  series  No.  20. 


Braille  Radio  Programs 

On  the  wall  of  the  workroom  in  the  Blind- 
craft  Building,  San  Francisco,  a  Braille  program 
of  National  Broadcasting  Company  entertain- 
ment is  regularly  posted,  enabling  the  sightless 
to  know  what  is  on  the  air  from  this  network. 


Eye  Accidents  Cost  Fifty  Millions 

Each  year,  in  American  industry,  approxi- 
mately 2,000  workers  lose  the  sight  of  one  or 
both  eyes  through  accidents,  and  300,000  suffer 
minor  eye  injuries,  reports  the  National  Safety 
Council.  The  time  lost,  with  medical  bills  and 
compensation,  exceeds  $50,000,000  a  year.  Next 
to  protection  for  workers,  and  their  own  co- 
operation in  the  use  of  safety  glasses  and  other 
devices,  the  greatest  need  is  an  expansion  of  in- 
dustrial medicine  nursing  and  social  service.  A 
new  journal  called  "Industrial  Medicine"  has 
been  launched  to  bring  these  needs  more  closely 
home  to  employers. 


"Be  sure  it's  the  Braille  Institute' 
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Urgent  Need  for  a  Braille  Dictionary 

The  Blind  Still  Await  this  Cultural  Boon 
—  Plans   for   Printing   and   Distribution 


IN  THIS  modern  age  of  education  and 
rehabilitation,  can  you  picture  a  little 
world  within  the  boundary  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  inhabited  by  about  120,000  per- 
sons, of  all  ages  and  in  every  walk  of  life, 
without  an  adequate  dictionary  that  they 
can  read? 

That  is  exactly  the  situation  the  Braille 
Institute  of  America  discovered  only  a 
few  years  ago.  That  is  the  condition  it  is 
now  determined  to  correct  through  its 
Five  Year  Plan,  which  includes,  among 
other  things,  the  raising  of  one  million 
dollars  in  behalf  of  the  social,  industrial 
and  literary  advancement  of  the  blind. 

There  are  upwards  of  fifty  tax-sup- 
ported schools  in  the  United  States  de- 
voted to  the  education  of  blind  children. 
Each  one  of  these  schools  should  have  a 
few  copies  of  a  large  abridged  dictionary 
in  the  Braille  print. 

After  graduation,  each  blind  student 
needs  a  dictionary  as  much,  if  not  more, 
than  the  average  student  with  eyesight. 
In  addition,  there  are  thousands  of  blind 
men  and  women  in  the  world  who  lost 
their  sight  after  reaching  middle  life  and 
who,  after  learning  to  read  Braille,  need 
a  dictionary.  Many  of  these,  through  no 
fault  of  their  own,  were  forced  in  early 
life  to  forego  the  advantages  of  a  rounded- 
out  education.  Many  of  them  have,  for 
various  reasons,  read  little  in  the  days 
when  they  possessed  eyesight,  but  after 
losing  it,  reading  became  their  only  source 
of  amusement  and  advancement,  and  after 
learning  to  read  Braille,  they  feel  the  need 
of  a  simple,  self-pronouncing  dictionary. 

To  meet  this  need  the  Braille  Institute 
of  America  has  made  a  provision  in  its 
five  year  one  million  dollar  endowment 
and  expansion  program.  A  system  of 
Braille  diacritics  has  been  created,  and 
just  as  soon  as  funds  are  forthcoming  for 
the  purpose  the  work  will  begin. 

The  first  cost,  that  of  producing  the 
stereotype  plates,  is  the  greatest  cost, 
entailing  several  thousand  dollars.  But  as 
these  plates  are  good  for  years  to  come,  in 
the  printing  of  subsequent  editions,  their 
cost  represents  a  substantial  tangible  as- 
set for  future  generations  of  the  blind. 


Funk  &  Wagnalls  Desk  Standard  Dic- 
tionary or  Webster's  Collegiate,  printed 
in  Braille,  will  form  approximately  thirty 
volumes.  To  distribute  an  adequate  num- 
ber free  to  the  schools  for  the  blind  means 
several  thousand  dollars  more. 

Then,  there  is  the  individual  adult  who 
must  be  helped.  He  should  not  be  re- 
quired to  pay  more  for  his  voluminous 
Braille  dictionary  than  his  friend  with 
sight  pays  for  the  same  work  in  ordinary 
print.  He  should  be  supplied  the  diction- 
ary in  Braille,  bound  in  twenty-five  or 
thirty  volumes,  at  a  price  approximating 
$5  for  the  set,  or  about  twenty-five  cents 
a  volume.  Therefore,  a  gift  of  several 
thousand  dollars  for  this  individual  serv- 
ice to  the  blind  is  necessary,  if  all  who 
need  the  dictionary  are  to  enjoy  it. 

The  Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc., 
is  looking  to  philanthropy  to  help  it  meet 
this  great  need  of  supplying  the  diction- 
ary to  the  blind.  It  has  the  facilities  and 
the  staff  to  tackle  this  big  problem,  and  if 
the  funds  are  forthcoming  soon  the  work 
can  be  completed  this  year. 

Announcement  of  the  enterprise  has 
been  printed  in  the  Braille  monthly  maga- 
zines published  by  the  Braille  Institute, 
and  the  blind  all  over  the  world  have  re- 
sponded, urgently  requesting  that  no  time 
be  lost  in  giving  them  a  dictionary  in 
Braille,  the  lack  of  which  they  deplore. 

Obviously,  to  use  a  Braille  dictionary, 
because  of  its  many  volumes,  is  rather  a 
cumbersome  task  at  the  best.  Therefore, 
when  searching  for  the  definition  of  a 
word  the  blind  reader  should  not  be  dis- 
appointed too  often  by  failing  to  find  it 
in  his  Braille  dictionary.  For  this  reason 
anything  but  a  large  abridged  edition, 
such  as  Funk  &  Wagnalls  Desk  Diction- 
ary or  Webster's  Collegiate,  is  wholly  in- 
adequate and  impractical. 

The  Funk  &  Wagnalls  Company  has 
very  generously  granted  a  free  permit  for 
the  publication  of  its  desk  standard  dic- 
tionary, a  contribution  to  the  blind  both 
rare  and  costly,  and  one  that  will  ever  be 
appreciated  not  only  by  the  blind  readers 
themselves,  but  by  the  sighted  public. 
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Seen  With  Half  an  Eye 


I  think  that  I  shall  never  see, 
Along  the  road,  an  unscraped  tree. 

With  bark  intact,  and  painted  white, 
That  no  car  ever  hit  at  night. 

For  every  tree  that's  near  the  road 
Has  caused  some  auto  to  be  towed. 

Sideswiping  trees  is  done  a  lot 
By  drivers  who  are  not  so  hot. 

God  gave  them  eyes  so  they  could  see, 
Yet  any  fool  can  hit  a  tree. — Judge. 


"Who   is   that   man   over   there   snapping   his 
fingers?" 

"That's  a  deaf  mute  with  the  hiccoughs." 


Abie  says:    "Two  pints  make  one  cavort." 

*     *     * 

"Yes,"  said  the  boastful  young  man,  "my 
family  can  trace  its  ancestry  back  to  William 
the  Conqueror." 

"I  suppose,"  sneered  his  friend,  "you'll  be 
telling  us  that  your  ancestors  were  in  the  Ark 
with  Noah?" 

"Certainly  not,"  said  the  boaster.  "My  people 
had  a  boat  of  their  own." 


An  Englishman  who  recently  visited  Phila- 
delphia observed  that  our  folks  seemed  to  have 
two  ambitions — one,  to  own  a  home  and  the 
other,  to  own  a  car  to  get  away  from  the  home. 

*     *     * 
Morons  get   the  most   fun   out   of  life.    They 
aren't  afraid  somebody  will  think  them  morons. 


In  a  fashionable  restaurant,  a  new  multi- 
millionaire with  no  knowledge  of  French  and 
no  desire  to  expose  his  ignorance,  pointed  to  a 
line  on  the  menu  and  said  to  the  waiter:  "I'll 
have  some  of  that." 

"I'm  sorry,  sir,"  replied  the  waiter,  "but  the 
band  is  playing  that  now." 


A  traveling  man  one  night  found  himself 
obliged  to  remain  in  a  small  town  on  account  of 
a  washout  on  the  railroad  caused  by  the  heavy 
rain,  which  was  still  coming  down  in  torrents. 
At  supper  he  turned  to  the  waitress  with, 

"This  certainly  looks  like  the  flood." 

"The  what?" 

"The  flood.  You've  read  about  the  flood,  and 
the  Ark  landing  on  Mount  Ararat,  surely." 

"Gee,  mister,"  she  returned,  "I  ain't  seen  a 
paper  for  three  days." 


Boy:  "Do  you  know,  Dad,  that  in  some  parts 
of  Africa  a  man  doesn't  know  his  wife  until  he 
marries  her?" 

Dad:    "Why  single  out  Africa?" 


The  quitting  whistle  had  blown  when  Murphy 
shouted,  "Has  any  one  seen  me  vest?" 

"Sure,  Murphy,"  said  Pat,  "and  ye've  got  it 
on!" 

"Right  and  I  have,"  replied  Murphy,  gazing 
solemnly  at  his  bosom,  "and  it's  a  good  thing  ye 
seen  it,  or  I'd  have  gone  home  without  it." 


Remember — our  advertisers  pay  the  publish- 
ing cost  of  this  magazine.  When  patronizing 
them,  mention  "Light" 

Send  us  $3  on  a  year's  subscription  for 
"Light,"  and  we  will  send  one  of  our  Braille 
magazines  free  for  a  year  to  a  reader  who  can- 
not pay  for  it,  as  your  gift. 


After  you  visit  the  Plant  of  the  Braille  Institute 
of  America,  have  lunch  at 

Bella  Napoli  Cafe 

JOE  PECORADO,  Manager 
VERMONT  at  MELROSE  LOS  ANGELES,  CALIF. 

Featuring  Italian  Cooking — Neapolitan  Style 

Dinner  50c  &  75c,  from  5  P.  M.  to  9  P.  M. 

Lunch    35c,   from    11:30    A.    M.   to    2    P.   M. 

Also  Service  a  la  Carte 

Sunday   Special  Neapolitan  Dinner  75c 

FROM   NOON   TO   MIDNIGHT 

NOrmandy  9236 

Raviola  and  Spaghetti  Served  Daily        Open  from  9  A.  M.  to  Midnight 
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"Can  You  Find  Us  25  Blind  Soldiers?" 

On   Call,  Our   Employment  Service    Recruits 
Men   for  the   Hospital  Scene  in  "Cavalcade" 


Happy  blind  sol- 
diers on  their  way 
to  appear  in  the 
picture  "Caval- 
cade." 

-Braille  Institute  photo 


WHEN  you  see  the  Fox  film  "Caval- 
cade," your  personal  interest  in 
the  picture  may  be  heightened  by 
knowing  that  the  blind  soldiers  in  the 
hospital  scene  are  all  friends  of  ours,  be- 
cause hurriedly  assembled  by  the  Braille 
Institute  Bureau  of  Better  Business  for 
the  Blind,  some  weeks  ago,  at  a  call  from 
the  studios,  while  the  story  was  being 
shot. 

"Cavalcade"  tells  the  story  of  a  British 
family,  consisting  of  man,  wife  and  two 
children,  through  the  Boer  War  and 
World  War,  and  comes  down  to  today. 
It  is  from  Noel  Coward's  story,  and 
the  scene  of  the  blind  soldiers  brings 
home  the  aftermath  of  war.  and  shows  its 
futility. 

The  call  came  to  us  for  twenty-five 
blind  men  between  the  ages  of  thirty  and 
fifty.  This  was  an  opportunity  for  our 
Business  Bureau  to  place  people  on  its 
waiting  lists  in  employment  that  was  ex- 
citing as  well  as  profitable.  For  the  men 
were  to  receive  ten  dollars  a  clay — but, 
unhappily,  for  only  one  day. 

Some  of  the  men  were  called  from  the 
Industrial  Workshop  for  the  Blind,  on  Pico 
Boulevard,  others  came  from  the  Soldiers' 
Home  at  Sawtelle,  and  still  others  were 
friends  of  the  Braille  Institute,  men  of  the 


right  age  and  appearance. 

The    studio    sent    a   motorbus 
from    Fox    Hills,    and    the    men 
were    picked    up    at    different 
points    and    taken    to    Stage    5. 
They  were  admitted  to  the  set, 
hospitably     treated,     everything 
possible    being    done    for    their 
comfort,  while  Frank  Lloyd,  who 
directed    the    pic- 
ture, explained  the 
stage  set  and  the 
part   of  the   story 
in  which  the  blind 
men    were    to    ap- 
pear.    Then  the 


men   were   garbed 


in  hospital  uni- 
forms, and  placed 
in  the  scene,  some 
weaving  baskets,  others  reading  in  Braille 
books,  and  so  on,  in  the  hospital  class- 
room where  blinded  soldiers  were  being 
rehabilitated. 

Many  of  these  men  had  earned  nothing 
for  months — one  of  them  said  that  it  was 
the  first  time  he  had  earned  any  money  in 
seven  years. 

A  dramatic  incident  took  place  when 
Pat  Smith,  of  the  Soldiers'  Home,  recog- 
nized the  voice  of  the  director. 

"I  know  that  man — take  me  to  him !" 
he  requested. 

An  attendant  led  him  to  Frank  Lloyd, 
and  the  director  recognized  Pat  Smith  as 
an  assistant  who  had  worked  with  him 
before  being  blinded.  They  had  both  been 
employed  by  Paramount  Studios,  and  Pat 
Smith  had  gone  to  war,  and  lost  his  eye- 
sight. 


Our  Calendar  for  the  Sighted  and 
Sightless 

Our  calendar  is  novel — a  calendar  printed  in 
ordinary  type  for  the  sighted,  and  Braille  dots 
as  well,  so  the  blind  can  use  it.  Did  you  ever 
hear  of  such  a  calendar? 

At  a  single  glance  you  can  see  on  this  cal- 
endar every  month  and  day  in  the  year.  With 
it  you  can  never  want  for  a  date,  nor  can  you 
ever  be  crowded  for  time — you  have  the  whole 
year  before  you.  Write  for  a  copy,  which  will 
be  mailed  to  you  without  charge. 


Satisfied 
Customers 
Are  Our  Best 
Advertisers 


3ix  months 
after  installation  of  the 
Atkinson  Model,  the 
Clovernook  Home  for 
the  Blind,  Mt.  Healthy, 
Ohio,  ordered  two  more 
machines. 


The  Atkinson  New,  Improved 
Model  No.  5  Stereotyping  Machine 

"The  BRAILLE  Linotyper" 

The  Atkinson  Model  revolutionized  Braille  printing,  perfecting  the 
art  of  "interpoint"  plate  making,  by  which  books  are  printed  on  both 
sides  of  the  paper.  Savings  in  cost  and  volume  run  from  30  to  40% 
below  the  old  methods. 

The  Atkinson  Model  will  bring  distinction  to  all  users  through 
higher  standards  of  workmanship  at  lower  production  cost. 

Price  submitted  on  application. 

Equipped  with  Motor  Shipping  weight,  crated,  900  lbs. 

Fully  Guaranteed  Further  information  furnished  on  request 

U.  B.  P.  MACHINE  SHOP 

Specializing  in  ALL  KINDS  of 

Expert  Machine  Work,  Engineering,  and   Patent  Development 

739  North  Vermont  Avenue,  Los  Angeles,  California 

SEND  YOUR  JOB  WORK  TO  US 


THE    HOME    OF    THE 


Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc. 


BRAILLE  INSTITUTE 

OF    AMERICA,    Inc. 


J.   Robt.   Atkinson  and  staff  of  the  Braille  Institute   of 
America,  Inc.,  who  are  engaged  in  the  work  of  printing 
good  books  and  magazines  in  Braille  and  many  other  ac- 
tivities for  the  advancement  of  the  Blind. 
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Happy  John  Faivre  is  the  blind  'cellist  on  "Captain  Dobbsie's"  radio  broadcasts,  and 
counts  hundreds  of  blind  listeners  in  his  audience  (See  Page  8). 

j  -  — Photo  courtesy  Shell  Happytime 


MARCH-APRIL,  1933 


PRESTON  TIRE  CO,  Inc. 

VERMONT  AT  MELROSE 

Every  Service  for  Your  Car. . .  Under  Responsible 

Management 


USE 


USE 


PRODUCED 

REFINED  & 

MARKETED 

B 


y 

GENERAL  PETROLEUM 

CORPORATION  of  CALIFORNIA 

A  Part  of  the 

World's  Largest  Oil  Company 
SOCONY-VACUUM  CORPORATION 


EXPERT 

BODY  and  FENDER 

REPAIRING 


23  Years*'  Experrence 


No  Job  too  Large  or  too 
Small 


ANY  CAR 

Official  Brake  Adjust- 
ment, Four  Wheels 


90c 


Distributors 

The 

GENERAL  TIRE 


Price-Slashing 

TRADE-IN  SALE 

NOW  ON 


Braille  makes  its  way  to  Siam.  Chamrass,  blind  teacher  and  preacher,  shown  at  his 
Braille  lessons  (center);  First  Siamese  blind  pupils  being  taught  by  Robert  Irwin,  an 
American  missionary.    See  the  article  on  Page  9.  Photos  courtesy  Mr.  Irwin. 
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Activities  of  the   Braille   Institute 
of  America 

Sponsorship  of  BOOKS  and  MAGA- 
ZINES, published  in  Braille,  for  the  use 
of  the  blind,  on  a  non-profit  basis  and  free 
to  the  blind  unable  to  pay. 

Free  HOME  TEACHING  of  the  blind 
in  the  mastery  of  the  Braille  system. 

Maintenance  of  a  FREE  LENDING 
REFERENCE  LIBRARY,  being  stocked 
with  business  journals,  guides  and  numer- 
ous books  on  all  vocations,  trades  and  pro- 
fessions, followed  by  the  blind,  including 
works  on  the  principles  of  insurance,  com- 
mercial law,  real  estate,  business  ethics, 
social  and  political  economy,  salesman- 
ship, journalism,  and  many  other  subjects. 

BUREAU  of  BETTER  BUSINESS 
for  the  BLIND  to  assist  blind  adults  in 
choosing  a  trade,  profession  or  business 
suitable  to  their  talents. 

SCHOLARSHIPS  for  vocational  and 
higher  education  in  branches  of  the  trades 
and  professions  found  practical  for  the 
blind,  such  scholarship  to  provide  readers 
also  when  necessary. 

BUSINESS  FINANCE  to  finance  the 
blind  business  men  and  women  by  way  of 
loans  under  supervision  of  the  Braille  In- 
stitute Trustees,  until  they  are  perma- 
nently and  successfully  established. 

To  engage  in  all  other  HUMANITA- 
RIAN efforts  incidental  to  the  social,  in- 
dustrial, professional  and  literary  welfare 
of  the  blind  not  being  covered  by  other 
agencies,  public  or  private. 

Our  Magazines  :  "LIGHT" — a  success 
magazine  of  the  blind;  the  "BRAILLE 
MIRROR"  and  "MARCH  OF  EVENTS", 
Braille  monthlies  for  the  blind,  with  semi- 
monthly news  service. 


UNITED 
PRINTING 
COMPANY 

Printers 

and 

Publishers 


Books,  Magazines,  Tariffs 
Fine  Color  Printing 

430  Boyd  Street 
Michigan  1873  Los  Angeles 


WILLARD'S 

P  O  S  I  E 

SHOP 

Flowers  For  All  Occasions 


3283  WEST  EIGHTH  STREET 

at  Normandie 

LOS  ANGELES 

FEderal  3933 

Special  Attention  to 
Out-of-Town  Orders 


-EVENING- 

A  Song  With  Words 

By  Maurine  Campbell 

Music  by  Alice  Coleman  Batchelder 

50c  per  copy 


Now       I 


a -wake      and 


•MORNING-- 

A  Companion  to  Evening 

by  the  same  author  and  composer 

50c  per  copy 


Discount  in  Quantity  Lots 
Stocked  and  For  Sale  by 

BRAILLE  INSTITUTE  OF 
AMERICA,  Inc. 

741  North  Vermont  Avenue 

Los  Angeles  OLympia  1121 

All  net  revenue  from   sales  used  to  supply 

Braille  Bibles  and  other  good 

literature  to  the  blind. 


Phone  Douglas  4770 


The  Hamilton 
^Beauty  Shoppe 

Complete 
Cosmetological  Service 


12714   South  Orange  Street 
Glendale,  Calif. 
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The  "Pushed  Through"  Language 

By  JAMES  H.  COLLINS 


ALL  WILL  ROGERS  knows  is 
what  he  reads  in  the  newspa- 
pers. He  says  so  himself.  And 
even  then,  some  things  escape  him, 
as  he  testified  recently  when  a  blind 
girl  in  Ohio  sent  him  one  of  his  own 
articles  transcribed  in  Braille. 

"It  had  the  dots  punched  pretty 
near  through  with  something,"  he 
said,  "that  they  can  feel  of  with  their 
sensitive  fingers  and  just  read  it 
right  off.  All  pushed  through  like 
that.  I  must  write  to  my  friend 
Helen  Keller  about  this.  I  don't 
know  how  long  that  system  of  writ- 
ing has  been  out,  but  Braille  or  who- 
ever she  was  sure  should  have  had 
the  Nobel  prize." 

*  *  * 
Now,  right  here  in  Will  Roger's 
own  home  town,  for  a  dozen  years, 
another  excowpuncher  has  been 
making  "pushed  through"  books  and 
magazines  for  the  blind.  J.  Robert 
Atkinson  wrote  Will  Rogers  to  say 
that  he  has  a  large  following  among 
the  blind  readers  of  the  "Braille  Mir- 
ror," which  regularly  reprints  selec- 
tions from  his  articles. 

However,  with  only  one  blind  per- 
son in  a  thousand  people,  even  as 
active  a  human  being  as  Will  Rogers 


may  remain  uninformed  about  the 
blind,  and  their  thoughts,  and  ways, 
and  dreams. 

*     *     * 

It  happens  only  once,  in  several 
thousand  normal  lives,  that  grown 
men  and  women  who  are  as  much 
alive,  and  enjoying  the  world,  as 
Will  Rogers,  suddenly  find  them- 
selves cut  off  from  life  as  they  have 
learned  to  live  it. 

These  individuals  are  the  newly- 
blind,  who  have  lost  eyesight 
through  accident  or  disease,  and  they 
face  the  job  of  complete  re-education 
and  re-construction,  including  learn- 
ing to  read  the  "pushed  through" 
language. 

That  ordeal  comes  to  few  among 
the  many  of  us,  but  it  is  critical,  and 
fortunate  are  the  newly-blinded  to 
find  help  awaiting  them  in  such  an 
institution  as  the  Braille  Institute  of 
America.  It  offers  the  understanding 
and  experience  of  those  who  have 
passed  through  the  same  ordeal,  or- 
ganized for  their  assistance,  placing 
at  their  service  the  accumulated  in- 
vention and  intelligence  of  the  blind 
through  past  centuries. 

In  more  ways  than  one  the  blind 
have  "pushed  through." 


Copyright   1953,  Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc. 
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Blind  ♦♦.But  Still  a  Mechanic 

When  Eyesight  Failed,  This  Machinist 
Mastered  His  Old  Trade  All  Over 

By  CHARLES  J.  PETERSON 


I  WILL  start  with  my  experience  be- 
fore becoming"  blind,  as  a  sort  of  back- 
ground. 

I  was  educated  in  the  public  grammar 
schools  of  Chicago,  and  went  to  work 
after  graduating,  but  supplemented  this 
schooling  later  with  night  courses  at  the 
Lewis  Institute  and  Armour  Institute, 
and  with  a  course  in  the  American  Cor- 
respondence School.  These  courses  were 
in  mechanical  engineering". 

After  a  number  of  positions  of  various 
sorts,  I  settled  down  to  work  for  a  firm 
of  engineering  and  machinery  manufac- 
turers, who  specialized  in  elevating  and 
conve)dng  systems  for  large  industrial 
plants.  During  twenty  years,  I  was  con- 
nected with  four  manufacturing  concerns 
in  various  capacities,  such  as  mail  clerk, 
order  clerk,  purchasing  agent,  advertising 
manager  and  sales  engineer.  During  the 
World  War  I  worked  in  a  civilian  capac- 
ity for  the  United  States  Government  as 
an  appraiser  of  large  plants,  and  in  speed- 
ing up  production  of  large  armament  for 
the  Ordnance  Department. 

My  blindness  did  not  come  suddenly, 
but  was  a  gradual  decline  over  a  period 
of  about  fifteen  years,  and  though  I  did 
all  1  could  to  avoid  it,  by  consulting  the 
best  eye  specialists,  nevertheless  the 
shock  of  blindness  sent  my  nerves  to  the 
winds,  and  I  went  to  a  sanitorium,  where 
I  thought  I  would  have  to  spend  the  rest 
of  my  days. 

This  was  all  changed  by  meeting  a 
state  home  teacher,  who  was  teaching 
some  of  the  other  blind  patients  to  read 
Braille  and  make  baskets.  Through  my 
conversations  with  her  I  found  out  about 
other  blind  folks  who  were  making  a 
financial  success  in  the  world  in  many 
different  ways.  So  I  joined  their  organ- 
ization, and  mingled  with  them,  and  took 
up  typewriting  and  Braille  reading. 

However,  the  occupations  which  these 
home  teachers  taught  did  not  appeal  to 
me,  as  1  did  not  see  much  steady  income 
I  rem  basket  making,  rug  weaving  or  chair 
caning,  which  were  the  chief  occupations 
taught. 


I  heard  about  the  placement  work  be- 
ing" done  by  the  Chicago  Lighthouse  for 
the  blind,  and  thought  I  would  look  into 
it.  I  secured  my  present  position,  and  the 
incentive  to  get  out  into  the  active  world, 


— B.aiile  Institute  photo 

Charles  J.  Peterson 


through  the  kindness  and  unselfish  zeal 
of  Miss  Edith  S  ,vift,  director  of  this  insti- 
tution, and  I  do  not  know  how  I  would 
have  got  the  start  without  the  kind  co- 
operation of  this  Lady  and  her  organiza- 
tion. Well,  I  was  at  work  inside  of  three 
days  in  the  Chicago  plant  of  the  Edison 
General  Electric  Co.,  a  subsidiary  of  the 
General  Electric  Co.  I  have  been  there 
ever  since.  Of  course,  it  was  hard  at  first, 
and  I  realized  I  would  have  to  make  up 
for  my  lack  of  sight  by  doing  all  I  could 
in  other  ways.  As  a  result,  I  have  never 
been  tardy  in  nine  years,  and  have  been 
absent  only  in  cases  of  absolute  necessity, 
and  make  it  a  point  to  begin  and  stop 
work  the  instant  the  bell  rings,  keeping  a 
steady  pace  throughout  the  day,  and  in 
this  way  produce  as  much,  or  more  in 
some  cases,  than  the  sighted  operators 
working  with  me. 

I  did  not  have  any  experience  with  hand 
tools,    even    though     I    had    mechanical 
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knowledge,  but  it  did  not  take  long  to 
learn  when  I  applied  myself  conscientious- 
ly. It  was  hard,  very  hard,  at  first,  and 
my  hands  and  feet  ached,  but  that  soon 
wore  off,  and  pretty  soon  I  was  making 
as  much  as  the  sighted  workers — in  fact, 
more  than  quite  a  few.  At  last  I  realized 
I  was  no  longer  a  liability  to  the  com- 
munity, but  an  asset,  and  self-supporting. 

I  firmly  believe  that  any  blind  person 
in  fairly  good  health  can  make  a  success 
of  this  kind  of  work,  if  he  sticks  to  it,  but 
he  must  gain  the  confidence  of  his  em- 
ployers by  trying  every  minute  of  the 
day,  and  make  up  for  his  deficiency  by 
punctuality,  steady  attendance  and  strict 
attention  to  duty. 

Above  all,  he  must  not  rely  on  the  fact 
that  he  is  blind  to  keep  his  job.  This  can't 
be  done.  When  a  blind  person  is  hired, 
it  is  usaully  through  the  kindness  of  some 
person  of  influence  in  the  firm,  or  some 
social  agency,  and  at  first  he  is  shown 
every  courtesy  and  help.  But  in  the  long 
run  this  is  forgotten,  not  through  lack  of 
kindness,  but  due  to  the  zeal  of  efficiency. 
For  his  own  sake,  as  well  as  that  of  other 
blind  wishing  to  be  employed,  he  must 
not  expect  to  be  carried  along  simply  on 
account  of  his  handicap. 

All  of  my  fellow  workers  who  see  have 
been  more  than  kind,  but  one  must  try 
to  do  for  himself  all  that  is  possible. 

A  word  about  the  liability  of  a  blind 
man  being  hurt  in  a  busy  factory.  I  find 
that  a  blind  man  is  more  careful  than  the 
sighted,  not  only  in  the  handling  of  tools, 
but  in  getting  around  the  plant.  In  nine 
years,  I  have  had  only  a  few  scratches, 
while  all  around  me  sighted  workers  "get 
nicked,"  as  we  call  it. 

I  firmly  believe  that  if  more  effort  were 
given  to  training  the  adult  blind,  or  even 
the  younger  blind,  to  go  out  in  industrial 
life,  it  would  be  a  big  advance  in  the  right 
direction.  Trades  now  taught  the  blind 
are  all  right,  but  by  no  means  a  source  of 
living  revenue.  They  are  overdone,  and 
the  return  for  time  spent  is  pitifully  small. 

Of  course,  I  realize  that  many  blind 
folks  are  not  capable  of  going  out  into 
factories,  on  account  of  physical  handi- 
caps. Rut  these  cases  are  in  the  minority. 
If  the  training  and  placement  for  such 
work  were  emphasized  more,  and  factory 
managers  educated  to  place  more  confi- 
dence in  the  blind,  by  the  performance  of 
the  blind  themselves,  there  would  be  a 
big  field  opened,   making  them   self-sup- 


TO  LOUIS  BRAILLE 

By  Arthur  A.  Frickholm 

(Blind) 

As  I  run  my  fingers  lightly 

Across  a  page  of  Braille, 

I  feel  so  very  grateful 

To  the  man  who  blazed  the  trail. 

He  gave  to  us  a  system 

Which  has  come  to  mean  so  much 

To  those  who  walk  in  darkness, 

And  have  to  read  by  touch. 

He  sacrificed  his  leisure 

To  make  the  world  more  bright 

For  those  who  were  to  follow — 

Those  others  without  sight. 

To  him  we  owe  much  gratitude, 

To  him,  who  did  not  fail, 

May  his  name  live  on  forever — 

The  name  of  Louis  Braille. 


Blind   Harness  Overseer  to  the   Circus 

Though  totally  blind,  says  Believe-It-or-Not 
Ripley,  the  overseer  of  the  entire  harness  de- 
partment of  the  Ringling  and  Barnum  circus, 
Louis  Panzer,  continues  to  do  everything  re- 
quired by  bis  trade  as  well  as  when  he  had  his 
sight. 

Eleven  years  ago,  Mr.  Panzer  lost  his  vision, 
but  he  still  cuts,  stitcbes  and  operates  his  own 
barness-making  bench,  as  well  as  supervising 
and  laying  out  the  work  for  bis  three  assistant 
harness-makers.  Every  piece  of  the  huge  stock 
of  circus  harness  passes  through  his  hands,  to 
receive  his  judgment  on  materials  and  repairs. 
He  is  now  fifty  years  old,  and  may  be  seen  at 
his  bench  every  day,  either  at  the  winter  quar- 
ters of  the  circus  in  Sarasota,  Florida,  or  while 
the  show  is  on  tour  during  the  summer. 


After  centuries,  says  "Collier's  Weekly,"  laws 
now  enforced  in  many  countries  have  stopped 
the  fiendish  practice  of  blinding  birds — such  as 
quail — so  as  to  make  them  efficient  decoys  for 
hunters.  Paradoxically,  a  blind  song  bird  sings 
constantly. 

porting  and  self-confident.  My  strongest 
ambition  is  to  get  out  into  this  field  as  a 
placement  worker,  to  show  employers 
what  the  blind  can  do  if  given  an  oppor- 
tunity, and  thereby  helping  my  fellow 
blind  find  themselves. 

I  might  add  that  I  am  active  in  the 
work  among  the  blind,  being  a  member 
of  the  Social  and  Mutual  Advancement 
Association,  the  Braille  Musical  Club,  the 
Braille  Theatre  Guild  and  the  American 
Association  of  Workers  for  the  Blind. 

Editor's  Note — Mr.  Peterson's  modesty  led 
him  to  omit  the  fact  that  he  has  several  patents 
to  his  credit,  and  that  he  has  enjoyed  increases 
of  pay  and  cash  rewards  for  improvements 
which  he  has  suggested  to  his  employers. 
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Learning  to  Read  by  Finger-tip 

Braille  Neither  Easy   Nor  Impossible... 
It  Gives  Courage  to  the  Newly-Blinded 

By  J.  ROBERT  ATKINSON 


R 


EADING  by  the  blind,  through  the 
sense  of  touch,  is  not  the  simplest 
thing  on  earth.  Neither  is  it  the  most 
difficult.  But  to  the  blind  person  who  has 
mastered  the  art,  it  is  a  question  whether 
or  not  there  is  anything  that  gives  him  as 
much  genuine  satisfaction. 

I  know  of  no  better  way  to  emphasize 
the  benefit,  to  the  blind,  of  literature 
printed  in  a  form  they  may  read  for  them- 
selves, than  by  a  reminder  of  the  place 
literature  has  occupied  in  the  advance- 
ment of  the  human  race,  socially  and 
spiritually. 

To  the  newly-blinded  adult,  the  inven- 
tion of  the  Braille  system,  and  its  mast- 
ery, restores  at  least  one  lost  element  of 
independence — the  ability  to  read  again 
for  himself. 

At  first,  the  process  may  be  slow,  but  in 
time  he  is  enabled  to  read  with  some  sat- 
isfaction, and  finally,  after  much  patience 
and  perseverance,  he  prefers  reading  to 
himself,  rather  than  being  read  to. 

A  seemingly  miraculous  transformation 
then  takes  place  in  the  life  of  that  blind 
adult.  Tracing  his  sensitive  fingers  along 
the  dotted  lines  of  a  Braille  book  or  maga- 
zine, he  is  led  gradually  into  a  light-filled 
world  of  ideas,  the  doors  to  which  he 
imagined,  when  first  losing  his  sight,  were 
closed  to  him  forever. 

Stories  of  adventure  and  romance,  and 
of  travel  and  exploration,  mean  more  to 
the  blind  reader  than  ever  before.  At 
least,  this  is  the  experience  of  thousands 
of  blind  persons  all  over  the  world. 

Usually,  however,  it  is  a  long  struggle 
for  the  newly-blinded  adult  to  reach  this 
perspective. 

Obsessed  with  a  sense  of  helplessness, 
a  feeling"  that  he  can  never  again  do  the 
things  he  did  before  losing  his  sight, 
usually  the  newly-blinded  adult  is  reluc- 
tant to  make  a  start,  or  even  to  admit  that 


lie  can  ever  enjoy  this  strange  way  of 
reading  through  the  sense  of  touch.  He 
simply  cannot  imagine  it  possible  to  en- 
joy books  and  magazines  printed  in  raised 

letters. 

In  the  first  place,  his  blindness  has 
made  him  very  sensitive,  and  he  is  there- 
fore loath  to  begin  learning  something  he 
imagines  will  forever  classify  him  as  a 
blind  person. 

This  feeling  is  often  exaggerated  by  the 
fact  that  perhaps  the  only  blind  person  he 
has  ever  seen  reading  is  the  street  corner 
mendicant,  fumbling  over  a  few  lines  of  a 
soiled  book,  perhaps  the  Bible,  with  the 
proverbial  tin  cup  at  hand,  into  which  the 
on-lookers  are  expected  to  drop  their 
coins. 

In  other  words,  reading  by  the  blind,  to 
the  newly-blinded  adult,  is  merely  a  mild 
form  of  begging  for  a  livelihood,  or  else  it 
is  something  very  impractical. 


A  large  book  on  a  large  subject!  "The  United 
States  of  America,"  by  David  Seville  Muzzey,  of 
Columbia  University,  in  14  volumes,  each  copy 
weighing  58  pounds.  The  whole  edition  of  31 
copies  is  shown  packed  for  shipment  under  the 
directions  of  the  Librarian  of  Congress,  for 
whom  the  job  was  done. 

Our  Superintendent  of  Printing  believes  this 
takes  rank  as  the  third  largest  book  ever  printed 
for  the  blind,  only  the  King  James  Bible  and 
"Les  Miserables"  being  larger.  At  any  rate,  it 
is  the  third  largest  printed  by  the  Braille  In- 
stitute of  America,  and  we  printed  the  other 
two  as  well. 
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No  wonder,  then,  that  self-respecting 
persons,  recently  blinded,  often  show 
signs  of  sensitiveness  when  asked  if  they 
would  like  to  learn  to  read. 

Oh,  yes — they  would  like  to  read  again, 
would  like  to  enjoy  good  books  and  maga- 
zines as  they  did  before  losing  their  sight. 
But  not  that  way! 

"In  the  first  place,"  they  say,  "it  isn't 
practical.  No  one  can  read  fast  enough  by 
that  method  to  preserve  any  continuity  of 
thought." 

If  they  could  only  see  the  inside  of  a 
schoolroom  for  blind  children,  or  within 
the  homes  of  many  persons  blinded  in 
mature  life,  who  are  reading  Braille  books 
and  magazines,  sometimes  aloud  to  others 
with  sight,  almost  as  rapidly  as  is  possi- 
ble with  normal  eyesight,  they  would 
change  their  minds,  and  take  up  the  mast- 
ery of  Braille  at  once. 

There  are,  today,  literally  thousands  of 
blind  men  and  women  throughout  the 
world,  many  of  whom  are  engaged  in  use- 
ful occupations  of  some  kind,  who  are 
ready  to  admit  that  it  would  be  impos- 
sible for  them  to  do  anything  at  all  by 
way  of  self-support  without  being  able 
to  read  and  write  the  Braille  system. 

Naturally,  the  question  often  asked  is, 
"How  long  does  it  take  the  average  per- 
son to  master  Braille?" 

One  could  as  practically  ask  how  long 
it  takes  the  average  person,  with  sight,  to 
master  a  foreign  language.  The  answer 
depends  upon  the  individual,  and  the  apti- 
tude for  study  and  learning.  Some  blind 
persons  at  the  age  of  80  have  mastered 
the  Braille  system  in  an  amazingly  short 
time.  Others  much  younger  have  to  work 
harder  to  get  it. 

To  be  more  definite,  the  instructor  in 
Braille  reading,  supplied  by  the  Braille 
Institute  of  America,  recently  graduated 
a  man  of  78  years  in  thirteen  lessons,  cov-  ' 
ering  a  period  of  about  six  weeks,  and  an- 
other in  seven  lessons  over  a  period  of 
seven  weeks.  Others  with  twice  as  many 
lessons  still  read  slowly. 

The  process  of  learning  to  read  by  the 
sense  of  touch  is  much  the  same  as  when 
in  childhood  one  began  his  primary 
studies.  The  learner,  though  a  college 
graduate,  must  begin  all  over  again. 
Fumbling  over  the  raised  dots  which 
stand  for  letters,  he  first  learns  the  A  B 
C's.  Then  he  begins  to  spell  out  words, 
letter  by  letter,  and  so  slow  is  the  process 
that  often,  when  negotiating  a  long  word, 
by  the  time  the  finger  deciphers  all  the 
Braille  letters  in  it,  he  is  ready  to  swear 


Our  Own  Who's  Who 

J.  C.  Everding  is  a  "native  son,"  having 
been  born  in  San  Francisco.  His  early 
boyhood  and  young  manhood  was  spent 
in  that  city  and  its  sister  city  across  the 
bay,  Berkeley. 

He  was  associated  with  his  father  in 
the  starch  manufacturing  business  in  the 
bay  city  for  a  number  of  years,  subse- 
quently going  into  the  business  of  sub- 
dividing farm  lands  in  Tulare  County. 

Twenty  years  ago 
Mr.  Everding  came 
to  Los  Angeles,  and 
has  been  engaged  in 
the  real  estate  busi- 
ness. He  is  president 
of  the  Midtown  De- 
velopment Associa- 
tion, and  a  member 
of  the  governing 
council  of  the  Girl 
Scouts  in  Pasadena. 
It  was  during  his 
early  years  in  Berke- 
ley   that    Mr.    Ever- 


J.  C.  Everding 


ding  first  became  interested  in  the  blind, 
as  it  was  here  that  he  saw  at  first  hand 
the  wonderful  work  that  is  done  at  the 
California  School  for  the  Blind.  He  was 
impressed  with  the  way  a  timid  young 
student  would  enter  the  school,  utterly 
discouraged  and  disconsolate,  only  to  find 
that  there  was  a  place  for  him  in  the 
world,  and  something  for  him  to  do,  thus 
making  him  self-reliant  and  a  valuable 
citizen.  Mr.  Everding  believes  there  are 
many  fields  of  endeavor  that  have  not  yet 
been  opened  to  the  blind,  and  it  is  to  this 
end  that  he  is  dedicating  his  service  with 
the  Braille  Institute  of  J\merica — that  the 
blind  may  become  self-supporting,  and 
not  objects  of  charity. 

there  never  was  such  a  word  in  the 
dictionary. 

At  least  that  was  my  experience  many 
times,  as  a  neophyte. 

But  gradually,  just  as  the  eye  learns  to 
take  in  a  whole  word  at  a  glance,  which 
the  primary  pupil  must  spell  out  letter 
by  letter,  the  finger-ball  becomes  educated 
to  recognize  at  a  glance  short  words  fre- 
quently used.  In  time,  through  practice 
and  the  art  of  reading  by  context,  sight 
in  the  finger-ball  becomes  as  acute  and  de- 
pendable as  in  the  eye-ball,  until  event- 
ually the  blind  touch  reader  reads  with 
the  same  degree  of  accuracy  as  the 
sighted  reader. 
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Is   Right! 


Happytime 

Even  Via  Radio,  You  Must  Sense  the  Smile 
Accompaniment   to    Blind   John's   'Cello 

By  "Captain  Dobbsie,  Commander  of  Shell  Ship  of  Joy" 

(Hugh  Barrett  Dobbs,  Shell  Oil  Company  Radio  Programs) 

(See  Cover) 


The  radio  programs  of  "Captain  Dobbsie"  are 
among  the  most  popular  air  features  heard  in 
the  West,  being  broadcast  between  8  and  8:30 
every  morning  except  Sunday  from  eleven  sta- 
tions in  California,  Oregon  and  Washington. 

Hugh  Barrett  Dobbs  originated  this  feature 
for  the  Shell  Oil  Company,  and  John  Faivre, 
the  blind  'cellist,  has  played  on  the  programs 
every  week  since  the  start.  Mr.  Dobbs  soon 
found  that  a  great  number  of  blind  listeners 
were  in  his  "Shell  Happytime"  audience,  and 
has  therefore  featured  many  other  blind  musi- 
cians and  singers,  and  frequently  reads  articles 
referring  to  the  accomplishments  of  the  blind. 
He  is  a  regular  reader  of  "Light,"  and  has  read 
articles  and  verse  from  its  pages  on  his  radio 
programs. 


ONE  of  the  most  popular  radio  art- 
ists of  the  clay  is  John  Faivre, 
whose  beautiful  rich  'cello  tones  vi- 
brate over  the  air.  He  is  a  particular  fav- 
orite with  Shell  Happytime  audiences. 

John,  as  he  is  called  by  all  who  know 
him,  has  been  blind  since  birth.  He  seems 
never  to  have  found  this  a  handicap,  for 
even  as  a  small  boy  he  romped  and  played 
and  enjoyed  life  quite  as  much  as  any 
other  boy  of  his  age. 

Very  early  in  life,  John  displayed  a 
marked  talent  for  music.  He  could  go  to 
the  piano  and  play  any  melody  that  he 
heard.  However,  the  vibrating  tones  of 
the  'cello  appealed  to  his  musical  soul,  and 
at  the  age  of  twelve  his  Mother  obtained 
a  cello  for  him,  and  gave  him  the  oppor- 
tunity of  studying  with  the  best  musicians 
in  San  Francisco. 

His  Mother  was  his  help  and  guide  at 
this  period,  playing  his  scales  and  exer- 
cises for  him  on  the  piano,  his  ear  being 
unusually  keen — he  needed  to  hear  a 
musical  composition  but  once  to  learn 
and  memorize  it. 

Always  anxious  to  surge  ahead,  John 
decided  to  make  music  his  profession. 

So  with  this  in  mind,  he  proceeded  to 
learn  every  piece  of  music  he  could  hear 
or  get  his  hands  on.    He  would  borrow 


music  from  fellow  musicians,  who  gladly 
lent  it  to  this  ambitious  boy,  and  in  no 
time  he  had  a  repertoire  of  thousands  of 
numbers.  He  never  forgets  any  composi- 
tion that  he  has  played — it  may  be  years 
before  he  plays  it  again,  but  he  plays  it 
just  as  accurately  as  though  it  had  been 
played  the  day  before. 

His  fame  soon  spread,  and  his  services 
were  demanded  by  the  best  orchestral 
conductors,  who  knew  that  he  was  the 
most  dependable  man  in  the  orchestra. 

His  solos  are  a  source  of  joy  to  all  who 
hear  him,  and  his  face  is  wreathed  with 
smiles  as  he  plays — you  see,  he  loves  this 
medium  of  expressing  himself. 

John  has  never  gone  through  a  period 
of  despondency ;  he  has  the  sunniest  dis- 
position imaginable,  and  always  looks 
upon  the  bright  side  of  life.  His  motto  is, 
"Try,  and  you  must  succeed." 

And  his  hobby  is — fires !  He  is  like  a 
wild  colt  when  he  hears  a  fire  alarm.  He 
follows  all  alarms,  and  knows  most  of  the 
San  Francisco  fire  heroes  by  their  first 
names.  He  also  likes  to  ride  on  boats,  and 
takes  an  airplane  trip  whenever  he  can. 

At  present,  he  is  associated  with  Emily 
and  Anthony  Linden,  fine  concert  artists 
and  exacting  musicians.  Anthony  Linden 
is  the  solo  flutist  of  the  San  Francisco 
Symphony  Orchestra,  and  Emily  Linden 
has  composed  many  beautiful  numbers 
and  concertized  throughout  the  United 
States.  The  Lindens  have  chosen  John  as 
the  third  member  of  their  trio  because  of 
his  fine  musicianship  and  his  artistic  play- 
ing. Their  programs  with  the  Shell  Hap- 
pytime, which  occur  on  Wednesday  morn- 
ings, are  outstanding  for  their  classical 
beauty. 

John  was  born  in  San  Francisco,  and 
has  lived  there  all  his  life.  He  is  not 
married — he  devotes  his  life  to  the  Mother 
who  has  done  so  much  to  make  up  for  his 
loss  of  sight. 


"Be  sure  it's  the  Braille  Institute' 
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"Seeds"  the  Siamese  Call  Them 

How  an  American  Missionary  Planted 
the  Six  Braille  Dots  in  Neglected  Siam 

By  ROBERT  IRWIN 

Secretary,    Siam    and    Laos    Agency, 
American   Bible   Society,   Bangkok,   Siam. 

(See  illustrations   Page   1) 


SIAM  has  an  enormous  number  of 
blind,  and  nothing  but  our  one  at- 
tempt has  yet  been  done  for  them. 
In  1915,  on  my  way  home  to  San  Fran- 
cisco to  take  part  in  the  Bible  Congress, 
I  undertook  to  adapt  Braille  to  the  need 
of  the  Siamese  blind.  I  had  been  turning 
over  the  idea  for  a  couple  of  years,  and 
picked  up  information  wherever  I  could 
find  it — and  that  was  almost  nothing. 

Just  as  I  was  sailing,  an  English  Braille 
primer  fell  into  my  hands,  not  much  help 
to  Siamese  Braille,  but  suggesting  that 
the  six  dots  ("pebbles — seeds"  the  Sia- 
mese call  them)  ought  to  be  adaptable 
to  the  Tai  language. 

I  worked  hard  for  six  weeks  on  the 
voyage,  and  wrote  put  the  story  of  "The 
Demon  of  Gerasa"  from  Mark's  Gospel. 
Shortly  after  landing  I  got  in  touch  with 
Dr.  Newel  Perry,  of  the  California  School 
for  the  Blind,  at  Berkeley,  and  Mrs.  Perry, 
who  were  most  helpful.  Together  we  re- 
vised the  system,  and  Dr.  Perry  and  his 
students  embossed  the  plates  and  printed 
fifty  copies  of  two  stories  from  the  Gos- 
pels in  the  Lao  dialect  of  the  Tai,  that  be- 
ing the  one  I  was  most  familiar  with,  and 
the  only  one  I  had  an  opportunity  to 
teach. 

When  I  returned  to  Siam,  I  began  to 
teach  a  little  blind  girl,  altogether  illiter- 
ate, and  an  educated  blind  man  in  Prae  of 
North  Siam.  The  child  was  slow,  but  the 
blind  man,  Mr.  Goldeyes,  mastered  the 
system  quickly,  both  reading  and  writing. 
Unfortunately,  he  failed  to  keep  it  up.  It 
is  one  of  the  most  unaccountable  things  in 
this  strange  country  that  friends  are  not 
in  the  least  interested  in  helping  a  person 
who  is  trying  to  do  something  hard.  With 
no  one  to  help  him,  it  is  not  strange  that 
he  should  have  neglected  practice,  and 
soon  forgot  all  he  had  learned. 

It  took  some  time  to  get  a  start  in 
South  Siam.  Always  on  the  alert,  we 
heard   of   a    blind    man    at    Petriew    who 


seemed  interested  in  hearing  of  Braille. 
At  once,  we  sent  a  teacher  to  him,  and 
shortly  after  another  blind  man  joined  the 
class,  and  a  blind  boy.  The  boy  picked  up 
the  system  at  once,  and  made  rapid  prog- 
ress, but  his  family  moved  away,  and  he 
was  lost  to  the  work.  One  of  the  men 
had  fingers  so  calloused  that  he  could  not 
feel  the  dots.  We  suggested  that  he  try 
his  little  fingers,  and  that  succeeded.  By 
and  by,  money  for  the  teacher  gave  out, 
and  we  had  to  recall  him  to  Bangkok. 

In  1930,  we  got  Chamrass  (pronounced 
"Chamrat").  He  had  been  treated  by  a 
Chinese  doctor  for  sore  eyes,  and  was  left 
totally  blind.  The  missionaries  of  Nakon 
Patom  found  him  in  despair,  and  took 
him  home  with  them.  After  a  while  they 
sent  him  to  Bangkok  to  study  Braille.  We 
furnished  him  a  teacher  at  the  Bible 
House,  and  gave  him  our  own  attention 
as  much  as  we  could.  We  had  just  finished 
a  revision  of  our  system.  Chamrass  has 
become  quite  expert,  and  has  developed 
into  an  enthusiastic  teacher,  preacher  and 
Bible  student.  He  is  now  transliterating 
the  Siamese  Bible  into  Braille,  and  spends 
a  lot  of  time  reading  it  to  anyone  who  will 
listen.  He  is  a  member  of  our  Gospel  team 
and  orchestra,  and  a  keen  speaker,  and  is 
much  sought  after  as  a  speaker  at  meet- 
ings. 

The  43  consonants,  49  vowels  and  7 
tone  marks  in  the  Siamese  alphabet  are 
expressed  in  Braille  by  49  combinations 
— 23  consonants,  14  vowels  and  12  sym- 
bols. 


Talented  Blind  Professor 

Although  he  was  born  blind,  says  John  Hix, 
in  "Strange  as  it  Seems,"  Dr.  Wilhelm  Stein- 
berg, of  Breslau,  Germany,  is  a  doctor  of  phil- 
osophy, a  professor  of  philosophy,  a  professor 
of  sociology,  a  professor  extraordinary,  and  the 
author  of  books  on  social  ethics  and  psychology. 
He  holds  a  Ph.  D.  degree  from  the  University 
of  Breslau,  and  has  advanced  in  his  special 
fields  far  beyond  millions  of  educated  persons 
who  have  enjoyed  the  advantage  of  eyesight. 
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And  This  Paid  Dividends  in  1932 

Times  Were  Also   Lean   for  the   Braille  Institute 
But  Work  Was    Extended  .  .  .  Annual    Meeting 


SHOWING  an  increase  both  in  inter- 
est and  attendance,  the  members  of 
Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc., 
pursuant  to  call,  met  in  annual  session 
March  7,  1933,  to  elect  Trustees  for  the 
ensuing  year,  and  to  review  the  activities 
of  the  Institute  in  its  many  departments 
functioning  exclusively  for  the  social,  in- 
dustrial and  literary  advancement  of  the 
blind. 

Four  new  Trustees  were  elected  who, 
with  the  five  re-elected  members,  form  a 
board  of  nine  Trustees,  consisting  of  the 
following  persons:  Robert  A.  Odell,  W. 
H.  Kindig,  Arthur  L.  Sonderegger,  Ken- 
neth E.  Marshall,  J.  C.  Everding,  J.  Robert 
Atkinson,  Frank  C.  Collier,  Dr.  R.  W. 
Whomes  and  Edwin  L.  Gardner. 

Included  in  the  service  rendered  to  the 
blind  during  the  year  1932  are  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  Home  Teaching  depart- 
ment, creation  of  a  Bureau  of  Better  Busi- 
ness for  the  Blind,  installation  of  a  Free 
Circulating  Reference  Library  of  Braille 
books  and  magazines,  all  of  which  were 
authorized  by  the  members  at  the  annual 
meeting  in  March,  1932. 

In  their  report  to  the  members,  the 
Trustees  pointed  with  pride  to  the  fact 
that,  in  a  year  when  other  institutions, 
philanthropic  and  commercial,  have  op- 
erated at  a  loss,  the  Braille  Institute's 
activities  showed  progress  in  every  de- 
partment and  a  net  gain  in  excess  of  oper- 
ating expense. 

While  rejoicing  over  the  progress  made, 
it  was  not  forgotten  that,  to  human  sense, 
the  organization  has  functioned  against 
great  odds.  Not  only  have  the  economic 
conditions  weighed  heavily  upon  the 
blind,  thereby  increasing  the  demands 
upon  the  institution,  but  by  the  same 
token,  resources  have  been  limited,  being 
entirely  dependent  upon  the  voluntary 
support  of  the  public. 

To  convince  philanthropy  that  the  blind 
have  no  literary  needs,  or  need  of  occu- 
pation, that  arc  not  secondary  to  the 
needs  of  feeding  and  clothing  the  unem- 
ployed, and  of  finding  work  for  the  phy- 
sically strong,  is  the  argument  the 
Bureau  of  Better  Business  had  to  meet 
all  too  often  during  the  year.    Neverthe- 


less, instead  of  curtailing  its  activities, 
they  have  been  expanded  more  and  more, 
and  while  there  have  been  many  disap- 
pointments in  the  realization  of  a  fuller 
service  to  the  blind,  yet  there  have  been 
many  forward  strides. 

The  Free  Circulating  Reference  Library 
is  almost  fully  organized  for  service.  Two 
hundred  and  thirty  titles,  covering  a 
wide  range  of  subjects,  have  been  added, 
and  it  isi  expected  the  library  will  be 
functioning  smoothly  by  midsummer  of 
1933. 

The  Home  Teaching  Department,  mem- 
bers were  shown,  is  functioning  very  suc- 
cessfully, several  pupils  being  taught  and 
graduated  during  the  year,  who  had  been 
discouraged  in  the  mastery  of  Braille,  on 
account  of  their  age  or  other  handicaps. 
*     *     * 

The  circulation  of  "The  Braille  Mirror" 
showed  a  slight  increase  during  the  year. 
The  "Mirror"  is  the  pioneer  Braille 
monthly  issued  by  the  Braille  Institute, 
having  been  established  in  July,  1926.  In 
August,  1932,  "March  of  Events,"  which 
previously  had  been  made  up  entirely 
from  matter  appearing  in  the  current 
numbers  of  "World's  Work,"  kindly  sent 
in  advance  through  the  courtesy  of  Dou- 
bleday,  Doran  &  Company,  came  out  un- 
der the  editorial  supervision  of  the  Insti- 
tute's staff,  and  has  been  making  many 
friends  and  increasing  its  circulation 
steadily.  A  feature  of  these  two  monthlies 
is  the  semi-monthly  news  service  they 
offer,  "March  of  Events"  coming  out  on 
the  first  and  the  "Mirror"  on  the  fifteenth 
of  the  month. 

By  far  the  best  medium  for  making 
friends  for  Braille  Institute  of  America  is 
the  magazine  "Light,"  the  object  of 
which  is  "to  further  acquaint  sighted  peo- 
ple with  the  ambitions  and  success  of  the 
blind,  and  enlist  aid  in  meeting  their 
problem  of  securing  good  reading  mat- 
ter." Thirty-four  thousand  copies  of 
"Light"  were  distributed  in  1932  under  a 
plan  which  makes  it  conservative  to  say 
that  the  output  for  the  year  reached  an 
aggregate  of  50,000  or  60,000  persons. 

"Light"  has  been  quoted  in  many  edi- 
torials   in    prominent    papers   throughout 
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the  country,  and  in  some  instances  its 
articles  have  been  reprinted  in  magazines 
having  international  circulation. 

The  Home  Welfare  Department  was  in- 
strumental in  supplying  several  destitute 
families,  having  blind  members,  with  food, 
clothing  and  supplies.  In  one  instance, 
the  father  being  blind,  the  children  were 
completely  outfitted  with  warm  clothing 
and  shoes,  and  a  supply  of  groceries  was 
donated. 

*     *     * 

The  Bureau  of  Better  Business  for  the 
Blind,  while  not  organized  for  service  un- 
til late  in  the  year,  has  made  rapid  growth 
and  has  assisted  several  blind  persons  in 
finding  themselves.  This  field  is  big  and 
troublesome,  one  that  has  never  been 
fully  covered  in  any  locality,  although 
agencies  for  the  blind  have  been  directing 
attention  to  it  for  years.  It  is  a  problem 
that  has  challenged  the  resourcefulness 
of  social  workers  everywhere,  and  one 
that  still  baffles  agencies  for  the  blind. 
Judging  by  the  results  already  obtained 
it  is,  however,  being  solved  successfully 
by  the  Braille  Institute. 

The  following  reflect  briefly  some  of 
the  Bureau's  activities  for  the  year : 

One  blind  man  unable  to  purchase  a 
canvasser's  license  was  furnished  the 
money  to  procure  it  and  since  that  time 
has  been  supporting  himself  through  the 
sale  of  useful  commodities ;  the  property 
of  one  blind  woman  was  saved  from  fore- 
closure;  a  blind  man  with  five  children 
was  supplied  with  glasses  needed  in  or- 
der to  assist  him  in  getting  about  and  is 
now  establishing  himself,  with  the  aid  of 
the  Institute,  in  a  small  market  in  his 
community;  a  blind  Spanish  boy  was 
placed  at  the  Harrington  Home  for  Boys 
for  the  summer,  where  he  remained  until 
school  commenced  and  he  could  return  to 
the  resident  school  at  Berkeley;  a  girl,  a 
graduate  of  the  University  of  Southern 
California,  with  deficient  eyesight,  was 
placed  at  a  summer  camp  as  a  recreation 
leader ;  a  blind  beauty  operator  who  had 
been  rehabilitated  by  the  State  was  aided 
in  a  business  which  she  had  established 
through  her  own  resourcefulness ;  a  blind 
boy  was  outfitted  with  adequate  clothing 
to  enable  him  to  go  to  school  at  Berkeley ; 
on  twelve  hour's  notice  28  blind  men  were 
secured  for  work  in  the  Fox  picture, 
"Cavalcade,"  for  which  they  each  re- 
ceived $10;  and  the  little  blind  children 
who  played  in  R.  K.  O.'s  "Symphony  in 


Six  Million"  were  secured  through  the 
good  offices  of  our  Bureau  of  Better  Busi- 
ness. These  children  each  received  $11  a 
day  and  were  complimented  by  the  direc- 
tor of  the  picture  for  their  splendid  work. 

These  are  just  a  few  of  the  many  ser- 
vices that  are  being  rendered  by  the  In- 
stitute's Bureau  of  Better  Business  for 
the  Blind,  which  promises  to  be  one  of  its 
major  activities  when  funds  are  available 
for  enlarg-ed  operation. 

The  Trustees  closed  their  report  with 
a  plea  to  all  members  to  redouble  their 
efforts  in  an  endeavor  to  interest  new 
friends  and  contributors,  pointing  out 
that  an  investment  in  Braille  Institute  of 
America,  Inc.,  pays  substantial  spiritual 
dividends. 

President  Robert  A.  Odell,  in  welcom- 
ing the  new  members  on  the  board,  as- 
sured them  that  they  were  coming  into  a 
service  which  would  yield  a  great  deal  of 
pleasure  and  satisfaction ;  he  warned  them 
that  there  were  many  problems  and  diffi- 
culties, but  the  spiritual  reward  which 
comes  from  such  service  is  theirs. 


New  Books   for  the   Blind 

(Printed  on  the  presses  of  the  Braille  Institute 
of  America,  Inc.) 

John  Adams,  by  John  T.  Morse,  Jr.,  2  vols.,  in 
press,  selling  price  $5.00. 

Pioneers  of  France  in  the  New  World,  by 
Francis  Parkman,  4  vols.,  in  press,  selling  price 
$10.00. 

LaSalle  and  the  Discovery  of  the  Great  West, 
by  Francis  Parkman,  4  vols.,  in  press,  selling 
price  $12.00. 

The  Old  Regime  in  Canada,  by  Francis  Park- 
man,  3  vols.,  in  press,  selling  price  $9.00. 

Sir  Walter  Scott,  by  John  Buchan,  3  vols., 
cost  $16.80,  selling  price  $9.35. 

Peter  Ashley,  by  Du  Bose  Heyward,  2  vols., 
cost  $8.58,  selling  price  $6.35. 

A  Long  Time  Ago,  by  Margaret  Kennedy,  2 
vols.,  in  press,  selling  price  $6.25. 

Mutiny  on  the  Bounty,  by  Charles  B.  Nord- 
hoff  and  J.  N.  Hall,  4  vols.,  in  press,  selling 
price  $8.85. 

Our  Times,  Vol.  IV,  The  War  Begins,  by 
Mark  Sullivan,  4  vols.,  in  press,  selling  price 
$9.00. 

Flowering  Wilderness,  by  John  Galsworthy, 
2  vols.,  cost  $8.25;  selling  price  $6.25. 


Blinded  at  Work 

Although  most  industrial  accidents  to  the 
eyes  of  workmen  are  preventable,  according  to 
the  National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of 
Blindness,  it  is  estimated  that  in  American  in- 
dustry more  than  2,000  lose  the  sight  of  one 
eye  or  both  eyes  annually,  and  that  approxi- 
mately 300,000  minor  injuries  are  sustained.  The 
waste  in  time  lost,  compensation  and  medical 
bills  is  placed  at  $50,000,000. 
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A  Waiting  List  of   1,000 

Blind    Readers    Have   Filed  Requests  for 
That  Many  Volumes  of  the  Bible  in  Braille 


MILE  posts 
along  the 
highway 
of  Bibles  for  the 
blind  were  count- 
ed by  the  mem- 
bers of  Braille 
Bible  Society, 
Inc.,  in  the  an- 
ual  meeting  held 
at  the  Society's 
headquarters  739 
North  Vermont 
avenue,  Los  An- 
geles, February 
23. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-seven  mem- 
bers attended  the  meeting  in  person  or  by 
proxy,  and  much  gratitude  was  expressed 
for  another  progressive  year  of  service  to 
blind  readers  of  the  Bible. 

The  activities  of  the  Society  for  the  cal- 
endar year  ending  December  31,  1932, 
were  reviewed  by  the  members,  and  on 
the  first  ballot  all  of  the  incumbent  di- 
rectors were  re-elected  for  the  ensuing 
year. 

An  interesting  feature  of  the  meeting 
was  the  reading  of  many  letters  received 
from  the  blind,  expressing  gratitude  for 
the  Scriptures  in  Braille,  which  had  been 
supplied  them  by  the  Society,  either  as 
gifts  or  at  prices  averaging  only  45  cents 
a  volume. 

The  Society's  special  price  to  the  blind 
for  the  Scriptures  is  ordinarily  $1  a  vol- 
ume, or  $21  for  the  Bible  complete,  the 
cost  of  which  to  the  Society  averages 
$7.85  a_  volume.  That  the  Society  realized 
only  45  cents  a  volume  for  the  output  of 
the  year  is  explained  by  the  fact  that  the 
great  bulk  of  volumes  distributed  repre- 
sented outright  donations,  very  few  of  the 
blind  being  able  to  pay  anything  at  all. 

Of  special  interest  concerning  the  let- 
ters read  at  the  meeting  is  that  they  were 
written  by  the  blind  themselves — some  on 
Braille  typewriters,  others  on  ordinary 
typewriters,  perfectly  done,  and  still 
others  in  long  hand,  as  legibly  written,  if 
not  more  so,  than  is  often  witnessed  today 


in  the  penman- 
ship of  sighted 
persons.  Among 
the  devices  which 
enable  blind  per- 
sons to  write  long 
hand  is  a  grooved 
board,  the 
grooves  being 
wide  and  deep 
enough  to  follow 
as  lines  when 
writing.  Many  of 
the  blind  who 
are  fortunate 
enough  to  own 
typewriters  are  expert  typists,  their  let- 
ters for  the  most  part  being  models  of 
workmanship  both  from  the  standpoint  of 
typing  and  composition. 

Braille  Bible  Society,  Inc.,  is  a  non-sectarian, 
non-profit  organization,  chartered  under  the 
laws  of  the  State  of  California  exclusively  for 
the  purpose  of  supplying  to  the  blind  the  King 
James  version  of  the  Bible  printed  in  Braille  at 
the  least  possible  expense  to  the  blind  as  a 
philanthropic  work.  Hundreds  of  volumes  were 
distributed  during  the  year  on  this  basis,  to 
blind  readers  living  in  all  parts  of  the  world, 
without  respect  to  class  or  creed. 

In  reporting  the  activities  for  the  year,  the 
directors  pointed  out  that  the  Society's  service 
to  the  blind  had  been  restricted  to  some  extent 
because  of  adverse  economic  conditions,  which 
have  affected  philanthropic  institutions  the  same 
as  other  enterprises. 

"Just  as  the  stress  of  circumstances  has  in- 
creased the  demands  upon  philanthropy,  to  feed 
the  hungry  and  to  care  for  the  unemployed,  by 
the  same  token,  the  blind,  whose  incomes  in 
many  instances  have  been  entirely  cut  off,  are 
hungry  for  the  bread  of  life  which  only  the 
Bible  in  Braille  can  supply.  Consequently,  dur- 
ing the  last  year1  the  Braille  Bible  Society  has 
experienced  an  increased  demand  for  Bibles," 
the  Directors'  report  stated. 

The  list  of  persons  requesting  free  grants  of 
the  Bible  in  Braille  continues  to  increase.  At 
the  present  time  the  Society  has  on  file  requests 
from  many  blind  readers  for  various  portions  of 
the  Scriptures  aggregating  in  all  nearly  1,000 
volumes.  These  requests  will  be  granted  just  as 
soon  as  funds  make  it  possible.  As  the  Society 
has  no  other  resources  than  the  voluntary  sup- 
port of  the  public,  contributions  for  this  purpose 
will  be  gratefully  received.  Such  contributions, 
or  letters  of  inquiry  for  further  information  on 
the  subject,  should  be  addressed  to  Braille 
Bible  Society,  Inc.,  739  North  Vermont  avenue, 
Los  Angeles. 
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Our  Own  Who's  Who 

Helping  to   supply   his  brother's    need 
was    the    chief    incentive    for    Edwin    L. 
Gardner  identifying  himself  with   Braille 
Institute  of  America.   Some  ten  years  ago 
he  became  interest- 
ed   in    the    work 
founded  and  direct- 
ill  ed  by  Mr.  Atkinson 
*  to  promote  the  lit— 
-:«t  tf»            erary    advancement 
of    the    blind    and 
since   that   time'  he 
has   been   active   in 
ministering  to  their 
needs,    happy    also 
to  bring  to  the  at- 
tention   of    sighted 
people    the    hopes 
and    ambitions,    as 
well  as  the  necessi- 
ties, of  the  blind. 


Edwin  L.  Gardner 


Mr.  Gardner  was  born  in  the  State  of 
Illinois.  He  was  educated  in  the  schools 
of  Illinois  and  California,  where  his  fam- 
ily moved  in  1905. 

Lumbering  was  the  business  which  first 
engaged  his  attention,  while  dairying  and 
farming  have  also  been  among  the  chief 


interests.  He  is  secretary  of  the  Panora- 
ma Ranch  Company,  owners  of  the  largest 
ranch  in  one  piece  within  the  city  limits 
of  Los  Angeles. 

Mr.  Gardner  was  elected  a  Trustee  of 
the  Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc.,  at 
the  annual  meeting  March  7,  1933. 


A  Blind   Legislator  Takes   Notes 

In  the  South  Dakota  legislature,  a  blind  rep- 
resentative, serving  his  first  term,  may  be  seen 
daily  at  work  with  his  Braille  slate,  following 
the  new  measures  introduced,  and  the  debate. 

State  Representative  Henry  J.  Gierau,  elected 
from  Wewela,  Tripp  County,  has  been  blind 
since  the  age  of  five,  and  is  now  forty-one.  He 
is  a  bachelor,  and  was  elected  by  those  who 
know  him  well,  and  is  making  good  despite  his 
handicap,  for  at  the  end  of  the  day's  session 
he  has  a  comprehensive  record  of  important  de- 
tails in  Brialle.  He  is  especially  interested  in 
South  Dakota's  institution  for  the  blind  and 
physically  disabled,  and  pays  particular  atten- 
tion to  legislation  affecting  them. 


"To  make  Braille  literature  a  mirror  of  life, 
to  keep  this  mirror  clean  that  it  may  reflect  the 
beautiful,  the  good  and  the  true,  in  social,  civil, 
political  and  economic  reform,  so  that  the  peo- 
ple in  Brailleland  may  keep  well  informed  on 
world  affairs,  acquire  a  renewed  interest  in  life, 
and  become  resourceful,  happy  citizens  of  the 
world." — Objective  of  "Braille  Mirror." 
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A   Postman   for  the   Fun   of   It 

Blind   Bert  Seip   Likes   the   Unpaid  Work 
That  Takes  Him  Around  Among  People 


W 


HEN  Believe-It-or-Not  Ripley 
sought  an  outstanding"  fact  about 
Bert  Seip,  the  blind  mail  carrier  of 
Lake  Zurich,  Illinois — other  than  the  fact 
of  his  blindness  —  he  discovered  that  in 
thirty  years  of  delivering  letters,  Mr.  Seip 
had  never  made  a  mistake. 

Believe  it  or  not,  this  blind  man's  sys- 
tem is  as  near  foolproof  as  anything 
human  can  be. 

"My  name  is  really  Peter  Albert  Seip," 
he  says,  "but  I  have  always  been  called 
'Bert,'  and  am  best  known  by  that  name. 

"Postoffice  work  is  what  I  have  enjoyed 
doing  most  these  many  years,  and  my  sys- 
tem depends  upon  the  memory  of  a  blind 
person.  Our  Postmaster  sorts  the  letters, 
and  tells  where  each  one  goes,  and 
1  keep  track  of  them  by  size,  shape, 
weight  and  so  forth,  and  by  carrying  them 
in  separate  pockets.  I  do  not  get  a  salary 
for  this  work,  but  do  it  every  day,  and 


look  forward  to  it  as  a  pleasurable  daily 
task  which  keeps  me  in  touch  with  all  my 
friends  and  neighbors,  and  helps  me  get 
other  work  for  which  I  am  paid. 

"I  was  born  in  Waukegan,  Illinois, 
November  28,  1867,  but  since  1876  have 
lived  in  Lake  Zurich.  I  went  to  the  pub- 
lic schools  for  six  years,  and  when  twelve 
years  old,  on  November  1,  1879,  was  made 
blind.  It  was  a  Sunday  afternoon,  and  I 
went  hunting  with  a  neighbor,  and  a  gun 
accidentally  went  off,  and  the  result  was 
my  blindness.  After  being  shot,  I  was 
sick  for  eight  months,  and  suffered  from 
shock  another  four  months. 

"Finally,  after  I  got  well,  my  parents 
sent  me  to  the  Jacksonville  School  for  the 
Blind,  and  I  was  there  for  six  years,  from 
the  age  of  fourteen  to  twenty.  They 
taught  me  broom-making,  chair-caning 
and  brush-making,  with  various  other  in- 
teresting things,  and  I  still  cane  chairs  if 
I  can  get  such  work  at  times  to  keep  busy. 

"I  have  a  radio,  and  think  it  one  of  the 
most  wonderful  inventions  of  its  kind  for 
the  blind,  and  enjoy  it  very  much. 

"I  like  work.  My  father  had  a  grain 
elevator  and  coal  yard,  and  I  used  to 
shovel  many  tons  of  grain  and  coal  when 
it  was  necessary.  I  have  done  my  own 
housework,  cooking  and  mending,  for 
four  years,  but  I  am  now  living  with  a 
brother.  Thank  you  for  the  copies  of 
'Light' — they  are  very  interesting." 


Bert  Seip 


HOME  LONGINGS 

By  Helen  May  Martin 

(Blind  and  Deaf) 

I'm  longing  for  my  garden  of  dreams, 
And  the  rustic  seat  beneath  the  trees, 

Where  the  golden  sunlight  streams, 
With  fragrancedaden  breeze; 

That  make  up  the  days  of  happy  hours, 
With  floating  bird  songs  clear, 

There  all  around  a  world  of  flowers, 
With  memories  old  and  dear. 
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Seen  With  Half  an  Eye 


Woodman  spare  that  tree, 
Touch  not  a  single  bough. 
It  oft  has  sheltered  me 
And  I'll  protect  it  now, 
Cut  down  the  Spruce, 
The  Birch,  the  Pine 
But  spare  this  Slippery 
Elm  of  mine; 
It's  the  only  tree 
My  wife  can't  climb! 

— Hollywood  Citizen. 

*  *     * 

The  girl  who  thinks  no  man  is  good  enough 
for  her,  may  often  be  right,  but  she  is  more 
often  left. 

*  *     * 

"I  suppose  you  will  want  me  to  give  up  my 
job,  Henry,  when  we  are  married?" 

"How  much  do  you  earn  at  it?" 

"Sixty  a  week." 

"That  isn't  a  job.  That's  a  career.  I  wouldn't 
want  to  interfere  with  your  career,  girlie." 

*  #     * 

At  the  revival  meeting  a  Negro  knelt  at  the 
mourners'  bench,  his  enormous  bare  feet  stick- 
ing up  behind  him. 

The  revivalist  was  near-sighted.  He  peered 
earnestly  at  the  Negro,  patted  him  on  the 
shoulder  and  murmured:  "Bless  you,  brother." 
Then  kneeling  behind  him  and  putting  a  hand 
on  each  heel,  he  said,  "And  bless  these  two  dear 
little  boys." 


If  a  Hottentot  tot  taught  a  Hottentot  tot  to 
talk  e'er  the  tot  could  totter,  ought  the  Hotten- 
tot tot  be  taught  to  say  aught,  or  naught,  or 
what  ought  to  be  taught  her? 

If  to  hoot  and  to  toot  a  Hottentot  tot  be 
taught  by  a  Hottentot  tutor,  should  the  tutor 
get  hot  if  the  Hottentot  tot  hoot  and  toot  at  the 
Hottentot  tutor? 

•*     *     # 

Paddy:  "I'd  kill  me  wife  fer  a  thousand  dol- 
lars!" 

Mike:    "And  what  would  ye  do  fer  ten?" 
Paddy:    "Fer  ten,  begorra,  I'd  live  with  her!" 

Bridget  had  been  discharged. 

Extracting  a  $5  bill  from  her  wages,  she 
threw  it  to  Fido. 

Then  the  shocked  mistress  heard  her  exclaim: 

"Sur'n  I  niver  fergit  a  friend;  that's  fer  helpin' 
me  wash  the  dishes!" 

*  *     # 

Prof.:  (To  student  who  has  been  late  often): 
"When  were  you  born?" 

Stude:    "The  second  of  April." 
Prof.:    "Late  again.'' 

*  *     * 

"Motoring  is  surely  a  great  thing  for  re- 
ducing. I  used  to  be  fat  and  sluggish  before 
everybody  used  automobiles,  but  now  I'm  spry 
and  energetic." 

"I  didn't  know  you  drove." 

"I  don't — I  dodge." 

*  *     * 

A  Chinese  had  a  toothache  and  phoned  a 
dentist  for  an  appointment.  "Two-thirty  all 
right?"  asked  the  doctor.  "Yes,"  replied  the 
Celestial,  "tooth  hurtee,  all  right.  What  time  I 
come?" 


Merry  Xmas***and  Happy  Bank  Holidays 

As    the    Banks    Closed,   A  Blind  Brother   in 
Egypt  Sent  Greetings— Making  it  a  Merry  Life 


A 


MERRY  Christ- 
mas to  You  ? 
What  do  you 
think  of  a  greeting 
like  that,  in  your 
mail,  with  the  spring 
birds  singing  outside 
— and  on  the  morn- 
ing that  all  the  banks  in  the  United  States 
were  ordered  to  take  a  holiday ! 

Well,  it's  a  merry  life.  This  Christmas 
greeting  came  to  me  a  little  late,  from  a 
blind  man  in  Egypt,  Mr.  Faheem  Guyyed, 
who  tells  me  how  much  he  enjoyed  some 
copies  of  our  "Braille  Mirror"  that  were 
sent  him  last  year.  He  asks  to  be  put  on 
my  free  mailing  list,  for  he  is  very  poor. 
And  Braille  reading  is  scarce  in  Egypt — 
hardly  a  hundred  blind  people  in  the 
whole  country  are  able  to  read  the  six-dot 
language. 


By  the  time  you  read  this,  Uncle  Sam 
will  have  provided  something  you  can 
use  for  money,  spendable  but  not  hoard- 
able.  My  ability  to  send  our  Braille  maga- 
zines to  worthy  blind  readers,  unable  to 
pay  in  any  kind  of  money,  depends  upon 
the  subscriptions  I  get  for  "Light,"  from 
sighted  people  who  have  a  heart  and  a 
thought  for  their  less  fortunate  brothers. 
Whatever  you  are  using  for  money,  when 
you  read  this,  send  me  three  dollars  for  a 
subscription  to  "Light,"  and  your  re- 
mittance will  be  spent  twice,  a  good 
magazine  to  you,  and  an  equally  good 
magazine  to  some  blind  brother — or  sister 
— who  will  sure  appreciate  it. 

And  a  Happy  New  Year  to  You  ! 


TfL  Saf^uji^Tkui 


1G 


LIGHT 


March-April,  1933 


Making  Three  Blind  Men  Very  Happy 

How  the   Lions  Club  of  Larchmont,  New  York, 
Helped  Them  Get  into  Self-Supporting  Business 


EVEN  during  the  depression,  three 
blind  men  have  been  started  in  busi- 
ness by  the  Lions  Club  of  Larch- 
mont, New  York,  and  besides  the  business 
counsel  of  members  in  starting,  they 
have  been  aided  with  judicious  publicity. 

Two  of  these  blind  business  men  are 
young — Adolph  Munter,  Jr.,  who  lost  his 
siglit  through  the  explosion  of  a  dynamite 
cap  when  he  was  seven,  and  Arthur  A. 
Frickholm,  who  became  blind  by  an  acci- 
dent when  he  was  twenty-three. 

Mr.  Frickholm  is  the  senior  partner  in 
a  novel  enterprise — nothing-  else  than  a 
"blind  art  shop,"  where  articles  made  by 
sightless  workers  of  New  York  State,  and 
particularly  Westchester  County,  could 
be  placed  on  sale.  Also,  this  shop  under- 
takes the  re-seating  of  all  types  of  chairs, 
a  service  which  was  not  being  offered 
anywhere  in  Larchmont. 

When  the  project  was  placed  before  the 
Lions,  it  received  immediate  support,  and 
the  young  men  were  helped  in  getting 
started.  They  have  connections  with  vari- 
ous organizations  for  the  blind,  and  carry 
in  stock  such  articles  as  rugs,  door-mats, 
brooms,  brushes,  mops,  towels,  aprons, 
foot-stools,  hearth  brooms  and  various 
kinds  of  baskets.  There  are  also  toys  for 
children,  such  as  games,  bean  bags, 
stuffed  animals  and  a  wide  assortment  of 
dolls.  Started  last  summer,  this  shop  did 
an  excellent  Christmas  business. 

An  older  blind  man  is  Jim  Parker,  who 
has  lived  in  Larchmont  for  thirty  years, 
and  whose  blindness  dates  back  twelve 
years.  When  the  Lions  found  him,  he  was 
without  occupation,  and  like  a  wild  bird 
in  a  cage.  One  day  Fred  A.  Smith,  of  the 
Lions,  took  him  to  a  luncheon  of  that  or- 
ganication,  and  Mr.  Parker  was  asked 
how  he  would  like  to  go  into  business. 

"What  kind  of  business?"  he  asked — 
it  seemed  like  a  dream. 

He  was  told  that  he  could  operate  a 
cigar,  cigarette  and  candy  stand,  and  that 
the  Lions  would  help  him  get  started,  and 
teach  him  how  to  run  it. 

The  New  York  State  Commission  for 
the    Blind    was   asked   if   it    would   allow 


Blind  Jim  Parker  to  have  a  cigar  stand 
located  in  New  Rochelle,  and  permission 
was  granted.  Then  permission  was  se- 
cured for  locating  the  stand,  which  is  a 
small  portable  building,  on  a  vacant  lot 
adjoining  the  Larchmont  Postoffice,  a 
good  place  for  this  type  of  business. 

Since  the  Lions  moved  the  stand,  and 
put  Jim  Parker  in  it,  he  has  been  on  the 
job  from  eight  in  the  morning  to  nine- 
thirty  at  night,  every  day,  including  Sun- 
days, for  two  years.  The  organization 
fitted  his  place  of  business  with  signs  and 
an  awning,  installed  a  radio  for  him,  and 
once  a  year  paints  and  repairs  the  place, 
so  that  it  is  always  neat  and  attractive  to 
customers. 


A   Lesson  of  Bravery 

In  a  summary  of  the  Braille  Institute 
of  America's  activities,  made  from 
"Light,"  the  "Sun,"  of  Long  Beach,  Cali- 
fornia, recently  said : 

"The  Braille  Institute  publication  is  in- 
spiring as  well  as  instructive,  in  its  enu- 
meration of  activities  and  newly-found 
opportunities  for  the  blind,  and  in  its  de- 
piction of  their  philosophy  and  spirit. 
There  is  a  lesson  here  for  many  hundreds 
of  thousands  who  are  not  living  in  the 
darkness  of  a  terrific  handicap  of  sight- 
lessness, a  lesson  of  bravery,  appreciation 
of  opportunity,  refusal  to  admit  defeat, 
and  determination  to  progress." 


Blind  Girls  Play  Bridge 

An  honest  game  with  marked  cards  is  played 
by  a  club  of  thirteen  blind  girls  who  meet  at 
the  Lighthouse,  in  New  York.  The  thirteenth  is 
a  substitute  to  fill  in  the  three  tables  should  a 
member  be  absent.  The  cards  are  marked  h> 
Braille,  and  held  between  the  fingers,  not  fan- 
wise,  so  the  marks  can  be  felt.  While  scores  are 
kept  on  a  Braille  slate,  the  players  seldom  refer 
to  them,  because  they  remember  too  well  to 
make  the  foolish  plays  of  many  sighted  bridge 
fiends,  and  their  minds  are  too  well  trained  in 
concentration  to  allow  common  mistakes. 

They  are  devoted  to  contract  bridge,  and  fre- 
quently give  a  party  for  sighted  players.  As 
with  sighted  people,  their  pastimes  change — at 
one  period  they  were  absorbed  in  crossword 
puzzles,  then  chess  was  played  on  a  board  with 
depressed  squares,  and  at  other  times  they  have 
been  all  a-flutter  over  chess  or  pinochle. 


Satisfied 
Customers 
Are  Our  Best 
Advertisers 


Oix  months 
after  installation  of  the 
Atkinson  Model,  the 
Clovernook  Home  for 
the  Blind,  Mt.  Healthy, 
Ohio,  ordered  two  more 
machines. 


The  Atkinson  New,  Improved 
Model  No.  5  Stereotyping  Machine 

"The  BRAILLE  Linotyper" 

The  Atkinson  Model  revolutionized  Braille  printing,  perfecting  the 
art  of  "interpoint"  plate  making,  by  which  books  are  printed  on  both 
sides  of  the  paper.  Savings  in  cost  and  volume  run  from  30  to  40% 
below  the  old  methods. 

The  Atkinson  Model  will  bring  distinction  to  all  users  through 
higher  standards  of  workmanship  at  lower  production  cost. 

Price  submitted  on  application. 

Equipped  with  Motor  Shipping  weight,  crated,  900  lbs. 

Fully  Guaranteed  Further  information  furnished  on  request 

U.  B.  P.  MACHINE  SHOP 

Specializing  in  ALL  KINDS  of 

Expert  Machine  Work,  Engineering,  and   Patent  Development 

739  North  Vermont  Avenue,  Los  Angeles,  California 

SEND  YOUR  JOB  WORK  TO  US 


Our  Two  Braille  Monthlies 

yl  delight  to  the  blind  and  a  most 
seasonable  gift 


THE  BRAILLE  MIRROR 

A  panorama  of  world  affairs  printed  in  Braille 
Subscription  rate  to  institutions:   $3  a  year 


Special  to  the  blind: 


$2  a  year 


MARCH  OF  EVENT! 

A  digest  of  world  news 

Subscription  rate  to  institutions:    $3  a  year 
Special  to  the  blind:      .      .      .      $2  a  year 


Released  on  the  1st  and  15th  of  the  month,  respectively,  and  containing 
articles  on  travel  and  exploration,  science  and  invention,  and  the  latest 
flashes  of  world' wide  news,  a  semimonthly  news  service  is  thereby  fur' 
nished  to  the  blind.  Thousands  of  the  blind  would  like  to  have  these 
unparalleled,  high'Standard  magazines.  Comparatively  few  can  afford 
to  subscribe  even  at  the  rates  which  are  below  the  publishing  cost. 

A  subscription  for  LIGHT  at  $3  a  year  pays  also  for  one  of  these 
Braille  monthlies  which  will  be  sent  free  to  a  blind  reader  unable  to 
subscribe.    Let  your  light  shine  in  that  darkness  by  subscribing  now. 


LIGHT 


The  entire  New  Testament  can  be  put  on  about  five  of  these  new  "talking  book" 
records.     Edward    R.   Harris    (right)    showing   his    three-hour   disc   to   J.    Robert 

Atkinson.    See  Page  6.  — Braille  Institute  photo. 
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PRESTON  TIRE  CO.,  Inc. 


VERMONT  AT  MELROSE 


Every  Service  for  Your  Car. . .  Under  Responsible 

Management 
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MARKETED 

By 

GENERAL  PETROLEUM 

CORPORATION  of  CALIFORNIA 

A  Part  of  the 

World's  Largest  Oil  Company 
SOCONY-VACUUM  CORPORATION 


EXPERT 

BODY  and  FENDER 

REPAIRING 


23  Years'  Experience 


No  Job  too  Large  or  too 
Small 


ANY  CAR 

Official  Brake  Adjust- 
ment, Four  Wheels 


90c 


Distributors 

The 

GENERAL  TIRE 


Price-Slashing 

TRADE-IN  SALE 

NOW  ON 


A  team  of  blind  gardeners  working  for  a  prize  (left).  Mrs.  Adolphus  Duncombe,  English 
founder  of  the  guild  for  blind  gardeners,  herself  blinded  (center).  An  English  blind 
gardener  who  lives  in  Rudyard  Kipling's  country  (right).    See  Page  4. 

— Photos  courtesy  National  Institute 
for  the  Blind   (England) 
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The    Lost  Ve  i  n 

By  JAMES  H.  COLLINS 


of 


in    an 


ONCE,  a  magnificent  vein 
coal  was  discovered 
Eastern  valley.  The  size  of 
the  vein,  the  quality  of  the  coal, 
handiness  to  markets  and  transporta- 
tion, made  it  possible  to  install  tho- 
roughly modern  equipment,  of  capac- 
ity to  mine  such  a  vein  for  years  to 
come. 

And  then,  suddenly,  after  the  plant 
had  been  built,  and  miners  had  gone 
to  work,  the  great  vein  came  abrupt- 
ly to  an  end,  a  few  hundred  feet  in 
the  mountainside.  Somehow,  it  had 
been  cut  off,  in  past  ages,  perhaps  by 
a  glacier.  Only  the  portal  was  left. 
The  rest  had  been  ground  up  in  the 
mills  of  the  gods. 

He  ^  ^ 

Our  educational  system  for  the 
blind  is  much  like  that  sheared-off 
vein  of  coal.  Through  taxes,  we  pro- 
vide for  the  blind,  and  maintain 
schools,  where  they  are  taught  to 
read,  write  and  cipher,  to  play  musi- 
cal instruments,  and  work  at  various 
trades. 

Then,  school  days  come  to  an  end, 
and  life  for  the  blind  graduates 
pinches  off  in  a  barren  mountainside. 
They  have  been  equipped  with 
schooling  that  should  enable  them 
to  tackle  the  world,  and  build  ca- 
reers, or  at  least  earn  a  respectable 


living.  But  there  ends  the  effort  of 
society  to  help  them  make  their  ad- 
justment to  the  world. 

Whose  fault? 

Your  fault,  my  fault,  his  fault  and 
her's — nobody's.  The  teachers  in 
schools  for  the  blind  do  their  best, 
and  taxpayers  have  generally  been 
liberal  with  funds. 

But  there  are  only  about  110,000 
blind  persons  in  the  United  States, 
and  like  the  150,000  prisoners  in 
penal  institutions,  we  find  their  num- 
ber too  small  for  contact. 

We  seldom  or  never  see  them.  We 
have  more  interesting  human  prob- 
lems to  worry  about !  We  pass  a  law, 
make  an  appropriation,  and  forget, 
and  the  vein  of  life,  for  them,  pinches 
off  shortly  after  it  starts. 

It  is  chiefly  where  the  vein  pinches 
off  that  the  Braille  Institute  of  Amer- 
ica finds  its  work,  helping  the  blind 
get  started  in  the  world,  and  the 
blinded  get  started  all  over  again. 

During  the  past  few  months  we 
have  heard  a  good  deal  about  a  new 
technological  world,  in  which  every- 
body will  work  three  hours  a  day 
and  have  everything.  Let  us  hope 
that  the  blind  are  figured  in  as  hu- 
man beings. 

Meanwhile,  we  carry  on  in  the 
only  world  we  have ! 
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Gardening  for  the  Blind  .  ♦  ,Why  Not  ? 

In   England,  the   Blind   Have   Been   Doing   it 
Since  the  War,   and   Here's   How   It's   Done 

By  JAMES  H.  COLLINS 


IN  England,  where  work  for  the  war- 
blinded  has  led  to  many  new  experi- 
ments, gardening  for  the  blind  has  be- 
come a  regular  thing,  with  teachers,  and 
even  a  guild  of  blind  gardeners. 
And  why  not? 

This  kind  of  work  is  well  within  the 
abilities  of  blind  men  and  women,  and 
especially  blind  children.  It  takes  them 
outdoors,  and  gives  them  a  kind  of  exer- 
cise and  pleasure  all  too  rare  in  the  lives 
<>f  blind  persons,  who  are  in  danger  of 
being  too  much  shut  in. 

A  leader  in  the  English  movement  for 
gardening  by  the  blind  is  J.  Ernest  Sut- 
cliffe,  a  botanist  who  lost  his  sight,  and 
who  persisted  in  applying  his  knowledge 
of  plants  after  his  handicap.  As  a  result, 
he  has  a  large  garden,  and  besides  the 
pleasure  of  looking  after  growing  things, 
he  has  occasional  adventures. 

"(  )n  one  occasion,  while  working  in  my 
garden,"  he  says,  "I  had  wandered  far 
from  the  house.  Colliding  with  a  tree,  I 
was  deflected  from  my  course,  and  'lost.' 
Walking  aimlessly  about  in  search  of  a 
landmark  to  guide  me,  I  was  delighted 
to  hear  the  emptying  of  bath  water  from 
the  house,  which  enabled  me  to  find  a 
familiar  pathway. 

"Another  time,  while  dig- 
ging close  to  a  hedge  late  at 
night,  I  felt  rather  than 
heard  a  presence  near  me, 
and  upon  stopping  to  listen, 
was  startled  by  a  loud  snort 
and  a  shower  of  spray.  I 
dropped  my  tools  and  raced 
toward  the  house,  until  I 
suddenly  realized  that  it  was 
a  friendly  horse  on  the  other 
side  of  the  hedge  who  had 
taken  an  interest  in  my  ac- 
tivities. I  returned,  laugh- 
ing, when  I  realized  who  the 
'demon'  was." 

*      *      * 

While  a  garden  for  a  blind 
person  requires  some  adap- 
tation  to   aid   in   working,  it 


need  not  be  greatly  different  from  an  or- 
dinary garden,  according  to  practical  sug- 
gestions given  in  "Gardening"  for  the 
Blind,"  a  booklet  published  by  the  Na- 
tional Institute  for  the  Blind,  London. 

The  flower  and  vegetable  beds  should 
be  narrow,  and  bounded  by  a  path  or 
fence,  to  permit  easy  working,  and  the 
blind  gardener  needs  some  guide-post  to 
help  him  keep  a  straight  line  in  digging. 
Small  posts  connected  with  a  stout  cord 
answer  the  purpose,  the  digging  fork  be- 
ing guided  by  the  cord,  which  also  keeps 
lines  straight  in  planting. 

Stones  of  irregular  shape,  placed  about 
the  paths  and  beds,  are  soon  learned  as 
guides.  The  blind  gardener  quickly  lo- 
cates every  tree,  shrub  and  other  land- 
mark, and  distinguishes  plants  by  their 
shape,  texture  and  odor,  so  that  a  garden 
of  this  kind  need  not  look  at  all  different 
to  the  sighted  person  who  might  step  into 
it,  unaware  that  it  was  the  creation  of  a 
person  compelled  to  work  entirely  by 
touch,  smell  and  hearing". 

As  there  is  no  loss  without  some  gain, 
so  the  blind  gardener  has  certain  ad- 
vantages. After  dark,  he  can  keep  right 
on     working".      And     his     enjoyment     of 


An   English   botanist   who   lost   his   sight,   Ernest   Sutcliffe 
keeps  right  on  gardening. 

— Photo    courtesy   National    Institute 
for  the  Blind   (England) 


May-July,  1933 


LIGHT 


garden  scents,  sounds  and  silences  is  apt 
to  be  keener  than  that  of  the  sighted 
person. 

Whatever  the  flowers,  vegetables  and 
fruits  grown  in  the  neighborhood,  those 
are  the  ones  to  be  chosen  for  a  blind  per- 
son's garden.  Training  consists  in  learn- 
ing to  plant  and  tend  them,  to  handle 
tools,  and  to  distinguish  by  touch  be- 
tween plants  and  weeds,  so  the  garden 
may  be  well  tilled.  And  in  the  latter 
problem,  some  of  the  weeds  help  the  blind 
gardener — he  knows  whenever  he  touches 
a  thistle  or  a  stinging  nettle  ! 

In  watering  the  garden,  says  Mr.  Sut- 
cliffe,  the  blind  gardener  is  guided  very 
largely  by  sound ! 

Using  a  hose,  and  knowing  the  position 
of  every  tree  or  fixture,  the  water  is  di- 
rected by  the  sounds  that  come  back.  A 
garden  hose  is  also  full  of  adventure  for  a 
blind  person,  because  it  will  kink,  and 
play  dead,  and  send  him  investigating, 
only  to  receive  a  burst  of  pent-up  water  in 
his  face,  or  down  his  neck,  as  he  locates 
the  trouble.  "The  Puck' of  garden  appli- 
ances" this  English  gardener  calls  it. 

It  is  not  advisable  for  the  blind  gard- 
ener to  plant  the  whole  seed  catalogue,  as 
sighted  cultivators  are  tempted  to  do.  On 
the  contrary,  his  results  will  be  better  if 
he  narrows  down  to  two  or  three  varieties 
of  flowers  or  vegetables,  at  least  for  a 
beginning.  This  enables  him  to  thorough- 
ly know  his  plants,  and  to  detect  weeds. 

In  England,  the  lavender  bush  is  an 
ideal  blind  person's  plant,  because  every 
stage  in  its  growth  can  be  attended  to 
by  the  sightless.  It  is  large,  and  heavy- 
scented.  The  bees  report  on  its  flowering, 
and  tell  when  it  is  ready  to  cut  for  dry- 
ing. Moreover,  dried  lavender  has  a 
market,  and  is  a  good  money  crop  for 
blind  gardeners  in  England. 

Among  other  plants  recommended  from 
English  experience  are  violets,  statice, 
physalis,  honesty,  and  other  flowers,  and 
most  of  the  vegetables.  Transplanting  is 
one  of  the  most  difficult  things  to  learn, 
but  many  plants  do  not  require  it,  as 
beans,  peas,  beets,  potatoes  and  radishes, 
which  grow  to  maturity  where  the  seed 
is  sown. 

There  is  another  advantage  in  limiting 
the  blind  gardener's  crop  to  a  few  plants, 
for  then  he  may  become  a  specialist  and 
an  exhibitor — in  one  English  locality  bulb 
exhibitions  are  held  annually  by  blind 
gardeners. 

An    observant    sighted    person    might 


learn  new  things  about  Nature  by  joining 
a  class  of  blind  children  who  are  being 
taught  gardening  by  methods  explained 
in  the  English  booklet. 

Teaching  begins  by  cultivating  the 
sense  of  touch,  says  Miss  Ada  Byron,  an 
experienced  instructor,  and  children  are 
encouraged  to  identify  and  describe  plants 
by  their  leaves,  which  they  class  as  hairy, 
smooth,  strong-veined,  and  so  on.  The 
difference  in  the  "feel"  of  vegetable  leaves 
is  very  great,  the  peas  and  beans  having 
soft  leaves  in  pairs  opposite  each  other, 
the  carrots  feathery  tops,  the  cabbage 
thick  fleshy  leaves,  onions  their  spiky 
tops  and  odor. 

The  delight  of  blind  children  in  gath- 
ering peas  or  beans  can  be  appreciated 
when  it  comes  after  they  have  performed 
all  the  operations  of  preparing  the  soil, 
sowing,  cultivating,  watering  and  weed- 
ing. As  touch  has  guided  all  the  previous 
steps,  so  it  tells  them  when  to  pick  the 
filled-out  pods. 

The  English  movement  was  started  by 
Mrs.  Adolphus  Duncombe,  a  woman  lover 
of  gardens  who  in  later  years  became 
blind.  At  a  Congress  for  the  blind,  in 
1919  she  read  a  paper  based  on  her  own 
experience  in  continuing  her  own  gard- 
ening after  her  handicap.  She  had  found 
it  possible  to  sow  seed,  make  cuttings, 
prune  plants  and  fruit  trees,  and  was  de- 
termined to  continue  such  work  as  long 
as  her  strength  lasted,  to  keep  from  idle- 
ness and  despondency. 

Her  paper  led  to  a  guild  being  organ- 
ized to  encourage  gardening  among  the 
blind.  At  first,  there  was  considerable 
skepticism,  but  now  the  idea  is  not  only 
accepted  as  highly  practicable,  but  some 
blind  children  are  even  being  led  to  culti- 
vate natural  tastes  for  work  among 
plants,  and  train  themselves  for  horti- 
cultural occupations,  to  earn  a  livelihood. 

The  idea  is  gradually  spreading  to 
other  countries,  being  taken  up  chiefly,  at 
present,  by  blind  individuals  who  hear  of 
the  possibilities,  and  read  the  printed  ma- 
terial about  English  gardening.  Canada 
and  Sweden  report  blind  gardeners,  and 
also  Japan  and  Ethiopia.  Gardening  hints 
in  Braille  have  been  published  in  Eng- 
land. The  ultimate  goal  is  teaching 
garden  work  as  part  of  the  instruction  of 
blind  children. 

The  Braille  Institute  of  America  has  a 
limited  number  of  copies  of  the  English 
booklet  "Gardening  for  the  Blind,"  and 
will  be  glad  to  send  them  to  interested 
readers. 
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A  Greatly-Improved  "Talking  Book 

Using    New    Principles,   a   Los   Angeles    Inventor 
Records  Three   Hours  Talk   on   One   Phonograph   Disc 

By  THE  EDITOR 


// 


THREE    hours    of   reading — or    being 
read  to,  rather — on  a  phonograph  rec- 
_ord!    Played  on  an  ordinary  phono- 
graph, and  costing  no  more  than  an  ordi- 
nary record ! 

This  is  the  "talking  book"  for  the 
blind,  as  it  has  now  been  developed  in  Los 
Angeles.  The  invention  has  been  investi- 
gated by  the  Trustees  of  the  Braille  In- 
stitute of  America,  Inc.,  and  steps  are  be- 
ing taken  to  put  it  into  production.  With 
the  rising  tide  of  business  will  come  real 
talking  books  for  the  blind  of  America, 
another  much-needed  aid  in  their  educa- 
tion and  entertainment. 

This  invention  has  a  touch  of  senti- 
ment. 

For,  out  of  his  acquaintance  with  a 
blind  girl,  and  later  with  other  blind  peo- 
ple, an  expert  in  sound  recording  was  led 
to  study  the  needs  of  the  blind,  and  per- 
fect a  "talking  book"  which  would  be 
really  adapted  to  their  needs,  and  not 
merely  a  modified  phonograph  record. 
Thus  far,  the  only  "talking  books"  for  the 
blind  have  been  short-playing  records  of 
standard  enter- 
tainment type, 
w  h  i  c  h  r  e  q  u  i  r  e 
too  many  discs, 
and  cost  too 
much,  to  be  real- 
ly serviceable  to 
the  blind. 

"While  I  was 
attending  the 
Toronto  Techni- 
cal College,"  says 
Edward  R.  Har- 
ris, the  inventor, 
"1  became  ac- 
quainted with  a 
blind  girl  whose 
sweet  disposition 
and  lovely  char- 
acter impressed 
me  very  deeply. 
For  several  years 
we  were  com- 
panions, and  it  is 


Real  "talking  books"  are  coming  with  the  "New 
Deal."  Trustees  of  the  Braille  Institute  examining 
the  first  "Readophone"  record  in  the  laboratory  of 
Edward  R.  Harris,  sound  engineer. 

— Braille    Institute    photo 


largely  due  to  her  influence  that,  in  later 
years,  I  carried  on  the  necessary  research 
work  for  my  talking  book.  It  has  been 
my  good  fortune  to  number  among  my 
close  friends  several  splendid  persons 
who  were  blind,  and  from  them  I  received 
an  insight  into  their  needs  that  I  could 
get  in  no  other  way." 

Mr.  Harris  was  born  in  London,  Eng- 
land, but  educated  in  Canada,  and  has  had 
many  years  of  sound  recording  experi- 
ence, as  an  executive  with  such  organiza- 
tions as  the  Canadian  Research  Labora- 
tories, Emerson  Phonograph  Company, 
Talking  Book  Laboratory,  A.  C.  Gilbert 
Company,  and  he  is  now  president  of  the 
Harris  Recording  Laboratories,  Los  An- 
geles. 

*     *     * 

"The  problem  is  much  more  involved 
than  it  appears  at  first  sight,"  he  added. 
"It  seems  a  simple  matter  to  make  a 
phonograph  record  that  will  read  to  the 
listener  instead  of  play  music  but  I  soon 
found  serious  obstacles  to  the  use  of  or- 
dinary phonograph  records.  The  big  diffi- 
culty is  the  limit 
on  time. 

"For  example, 
a  feature  talking 
picture  with  film 
sound  record  lias 
a  sound  track 
over  one  mile 
long.  And  a  wax 
phonograph  rec- 
ord has  much 
greater  length  of 
sound  track  in 
proportion  to  the 
playing  time. 

"For  years,  I 
have  wrestled 
with  the  prob- 
lem, and  found  it 
necessary  to  re- 
construct the  en- 
tire technique  of 
sound  recording. 
But   I    can   now 
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make  records  that  talk,  play  or  sing  an  ex- 
cellent quality  of  music  or  speech  for  two 
and  a  half  hours,  using  both  sides  of  a 
sixteen-inch  disc.  This  time  can  be  ex- 
tended to  three  hours. 

"To  my  knowledge,  others  have  been 
able  to  get  less  than  half  that  amount  of 
sound  track  on  a  disc,  and  this  is  done 
only  by  crowding  the  lines  very  close  to- 
gether, which  sacrifices  tone  and  quality. 
Several  new  principles  are  used  to  make 
this  possible  in  my  invention,  the  chief 
of  which  is  maintaining  a  continuous 
sound  track  speed  at  all  parts  of  the  rec- 
ord, where  on  the  ordinary  phonograph 
the  speeds  vary,  because  the  disc  is  run 
a  certain  number  of  revolutions  per  min- 
ute, and  increases  in  actual  sound  track 
speed  as  the  center  is  approached.  By 
both  mechanical  and  electrical  control  of 
speed,  more  sound  trackage  is  put  on 
the  disc." 


The  place  of  the  "talking  book"  in  the 
education  and  daily  life  of  the  blind  will 
be  very  definite,  once  it  has  been  made 
available. 

Contrary  to  popular  belief,  the  "talking 
book"  will  not  entirely  displace  Braille 
or  other  embossed  books.  For  much  of 
the  reading  of  the  blind,  like  that  of 
sighted  persons,  will  still  be  of  a  kind  that 
demands  a  text  which  can  be  examined 
by  sentence  and  page,  and  referred  to,  and 
compared,  for  study  purposes.  For  this, 
embossed  books  will  always  be  needed. 

But  the  "talking  book"  is  ideal  for 
elderly  blind  persons,  who  have  lost 
sight  late  in  life,  and  find  re-education 
difficult.  And  it  offers  another  way  to 
enjoy  the  world's  masterpieces  of  litera- 
ture, as  well  as  current  literature.  The 
real  need  and  desire  of  blind  people  is  for 
scientific  and  general  information,  rather 
than  entertainment,  and  the  "talking 
book"  makes  it  possible  to  impart  this  in 
a  way  that  amounts  to  personal  instruc- 
tion. 

In  the  "talking  book,"  it  would  be  pos- 
sible to  record  stories  with  sounds  that 
create  atmosphere  or  dramatize  the  action, 
but  at  the  outset,  with  the  need  for  "talk- 
ing books"  so  great,  many  standard  books 
could  be  transferred  to  disc  by  a  good 
reader. 

At  an  average  reading  speed  of  200 
words  per  minute  about  35,000  words 
could  be  read  onto  a  record  running  three 
hours.  The  New  Testament  contains 
181,253  words,  and  so  could  be  repro- 
duced   in    five    or    six    records.     An    old- 


fashioned  "three-decker"  novel  like  Dick- 
en's  "Old  Curiosity  Shop"  contains  about 
225,000  words,  and  could  be  reduced  to 
about  seven  records.  The  average  current 
novel  runs  from  70,000  to  100,000  words, 
and  could  be  reduced  to  two  or  three 
records. 

Questions  of  cost  are  most  important. 
Braille  books  must  always  be  expensive, 
on  account  of  the  small  editions  that  meet 
the  needs  of  the  limited  blind  audience, 
and  the  cost  of  making  printing  plates. 
Against  a  price  of  $10  for  a  standard  his- 
tory like  Parkman's  "Pioneers  of  France 
in  the  New  World,"  in  Braille,  the  "talk- 
ing book"  edition  of  that  book,  which  con- 
tains about  135,000  words,  might  be  sold 
for  less  than  half  as  much,  on  four  rec- 
ords, because  the  expense  of  making  the 
master  record  would  be  much  less  than 
that  for  printing  plates. 

The  blind  person  obtaining  such  rec- 
ords would  play  them  on  a  special  phono- 
graph, equipped  to  run  the  disc  under  the 
conditions  demanded  by  Mr.  Harris's  con- 
tinuous-speed sound  track,  but  this  spec- 
ial "readophone,"  as  the  inventor  calls  it, 
would  be  similar  to  the  standard  portable 
phonograph,  and  could  be  supplied  at  a 
very  moderate  price — perhaps  as  little  as 
$10  to  $15  for  an  individual  machine  to  be 
used  in  the  home. 

With  "talking  books,"  it  will  be  pos- 
sible to  simplify  and  improve  much  teach- 
ing to  the  blind,  both  children  and  adults. 
Already,  the  dictating  machine  has  been 
adapted  to  teaching,  and  with  very  good 
results,  and  much  saving  in  time,  but  with 
limitations  imposed  by  the  shortness  of 
the  records.  "Talking  books"  for  the 
blind  will  enable  many  blind  persons  to 
own  larger  personal  collections  of  books, 
and  the  "talking  books"  will,  of  course,  be 
kept  in  circulating  libraries  for  the  blind. 
In  fact,  part  of  the  Congressional  appro- 
priation for  printing  books  for  the  blind 
has  now  been  set  aside  for  "talkingbooks." 


THE     OLD     MILL 

By  HELEN  MAY  MARTIN 

(Blind  and  Deaf) 

No  longer  sounds  the  wheel  of  the  old  mill, 
A  relic  of  past  days  standing  helow  the  hill, 
In  quiet  through  all  the  years  to  dream, 
Beside  the  tumbling,  rippling,  crystal  stream. 

I  long  to  know  the  stories  that  you  could  tell, 
Of  pioneer  times,  and  of  flower  bestrewn  dell, 
Of  dusky  forests,  and  glorious  sunrise — 
A  world  that  was  once  the  Red  Man's  paradise. 
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"Bill"  Howard  Tunes  Pianos ♦♦♦  Plus 

For  More  than   40  Years,  in   One   Factory, 
He   Has   Helped   them    Reveal  Their  Souls 

By  CHARLES  J.  JEFFERSON 


SUPPOSE  "Bill"  Howard  had  been 
born  in  a  foreign  land,  and  turned 
up  at  Ellis  Island.    Heraus  for  him  ! 

Suppose  he  had  not  been  born  yet,  but 
was  to  come  on  the  scene  a  generation 
hence,  when  snoopocracy  has  a  tighter 
hold  on  human  destinies.  A  cage  for  him, 
or  the  gas  chamber ! 

For  "Bill"  Howard  was  practically 
born  blind,  and  added  to  his  misdemeanors 
by  marrying  the  girl  of  his  choice,  a  blind 
wife. 

Fortunately,  he  took  care  to  be  born 
in  the  good  old  U.  S.  A.,  and  before  old- 
fashioned  American  individualism  had 
come  under  suspicion  and  for  better  or 
worse  he  was  allowed  to  make  his  way, 
and  here  is  what  he  made  of  himself : 

He  is  the  father  of  five  daughters,  all 
normal  in  sight,  now  married,  two  of 
whom  had  college  education,  and  the 
others  going  through  high  school. 

Starting  as  a  piano-tuner,  to  utilize  the 
musical  gifts  that  he  discovered  during 
his  days  at  the  Illinois  Institute  for  the 
Blind,  he  has  made  a  place  for  himself 
with  a  piano  company,  as  an  expert  in 
piano  tone.  He  plays  the  piano,  pipe 
organ,  violin,  clarinet  and  oboe  with  equal 
facility.  And  he  has  an  or- 
chestra conductor's  intimate 
acquaintance  with  the  works 
of  Beethoven,  Chopin,  Grieg 
and  Schubert. 

On  top  of  this,  a  fine 
mechanical  ability,  so  that 
he  can  build  a  pipe  organ, 
"voice"  a  piano,  and  regulate 
the  instrument  if  its  tone  re- 
quires technical  adjustments. 

And  at  sixty-eight  he  still 
holds  the  job  he  took  forty 
years  ago. 

*     *     * 

William  M.  Howard  was 
a  country  boy,  born  on  a 
farm  in  Illinois  near  the 
small  Rock  River  town  of 
Oregon,  and  through  neg- 
lected sore  eyes,  lost  his 
sight  when  he  was  between 


three  and  four  months  old.  Sent  to  the 
state  school  for  the  blind,  he  received 
a  grammar  and  high  school  education, 
and  a  thorough  course  in  music,  including 
harmony,  counterpoint,  the  playing  of 
several  instruments,  and  last,  for  bread- 
and-butter  purposes,  the  trade  of  tuning. 

Also,  at  this  institution,  he  met  a  blind 
girl  whom  he  married,  and  opened  a 
music  store  in  his  home  town  of  Oregon, 
where  they  went  to  live. 

The  telephone  was  coming  out  into  the 
Illinois  country  towns  in  those  days,  and 
his  mechanical  and  business  knowledge 
led  him  to  take  charge  of  a  telephone  ex- 
change, where  he  had  to  keep  track  of 
the  calls,  and  also  maintain  twelve  miles 
of  the  old  "grounded"  lines  of  that  day, 
before  the  present  circuits  were  employed. 

Later,  he  took  charge  of  a  run-down  in- 
dependent telephone  enterprise,  and  for 
four  and  a  half  years  did  about  every- 
thing needed  in  its  operation,  except  the 
book-keeping,  and  continued  his  piano 
tuning  too.  Once,  he  overhauled  and  cor- 
rected a  new  switchboard  that  was  not 
working  right.  Finally  the  plant  was 
built  up  to  400  subscribers,  and  then  sold 
in  one  of  the  mergers  of  that  day. 


For  more  than  forty  years,  "Bill"  Howard  has  held  the 
same  job,  in  a  piano  factory,  helping  pianos  find  their  true 
voices. 
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The  town  of  Oregon  had  a  piano  fac- 
tory, which  was  not  doing"  very  well.  Jnst 
before  the  hard  times  of  1893  began,  this 
factory  was  taken  over  by  a  more  success- 
ful manufacturer,  who  rebuilt  and  reor- 
ganized it,  and  established  an  industry 
that  is  still  successful,  under  the  manage- 
ment of  his  son. 

This  manufacturer,  Frederick  G.  Jones, 
knew  and  liked  "Bill"  Howard,  the  blind 
tuner,  and  offered  him  a  job  in  the  recon- 
structed factory.  And  thus  began  a  ser- 
vice of  more  than  forty  years.  Edgar  B. 
Jones,  the  present  head  of  the  business, 
states  that  not  a  piano  leaves  the  plant 
until  it  has  been  passed  by  Howard,  and 
that  he  regards  him  as  one  of  the  most 
valuable  men  in  the  organization.  The 
company  makes  the  "Schiller"  piano. 

At  first,  Howard  did  all  the  tuning 
alone,  and  had  he  been  content  to  stick 
at  that  work,  might  have  been  one  of  the 
tuning  staff  which  later  became  neces- 
sary, as  the  output  grew  under  good 
management. 

But  he  was  not  satisfied  to  remain  just 
a  tuner.  Having  tuned  at  least  one  of 
every  make  of  piano  before  he  entered 
the  factory,  and  tuned  hundreds  of  new 
pianos,  he  began  to  delve  into  the  tech- 
nical side  of  piano  tone.  With  his  sensi- 
tive fingers,  and  his  inquiring  and  classi- 
fying brain,  he  felt  and  thought  his  way 
to  the  heart  of  the  piano,  and  the  con- 
struction that  makes  tone  pleasing  or 
otherwise. 

The  real  foundation  of  piano  tone,  ex- 
perts say,  is  in  the  technical  operation  of 
"chipping  a  block."  Howard  is  probably 
the  only  blind  man  in  the  world  who  can 
properly  perform  this  work.  The  tuner 
must  begin  where  the  chipper  leaves  off, 
while  the  strings  are  loose,  and  establish 
the  pitch  of  that  particular  piano,  and  mold 
its  "temperament."  Regardless  of  what 
you  may  have  heard  about  pianos  being 
turned  out  all  alike,  in  this  mechanistic 
age,  they  have  individualities,  and  it  is 
the  man  who  performs  this  operation  who 
creates  an  instrument  that  is  good  to  live 
with,  after  you  have  become  acquainted 
with  its  tonal  personality.  Such  a  man  is 
more  than  a  tuner,  and  in  the  piano  trade 
they  call  him  the  "voicer." 

Since  "Bill"  Howard  first  went  to  work 
for  the  elder  Jones,  the  factory  has  turned 
out  more  than  75,000  instruments,  every 
one  of  which  has  passed  under  his  obser- 
vation. He  has  charge  of  the  tuning  de- 
partment, and  outside  of  the  factory  has 
probably  tuned  175,000  more  pianos. 


A  story  is  told  of  Howard's  acute  sen- 
ses and  observation. 

One  day,  while  he  was  working  on  a 
piano,  he  noticed  an  odor  of  burning 
wood.  It  was  very  faint,  and  when  the 
attention  of  other  factory  men  was  called 
to  it,  they  sniffed  in  vain. 

"Bill,  you  must  be  imagining  things," 
said  one. 

But  the  blind  man  would  not  let  the 
thing  drop.  Quietly,  he  began  moving 
about,  to  locate  the  source  of  the  odor  by 
smell.  Presently  he  tapped  a  spot  in  the 
iioor. 

"Something  is  burning  right  in  there  !" 
he  insisted,  and  just  then  the  "Boss" 
came  along.  To  satisfy  themselves,  they 
pried  up  one  of  the  floor  boards,  and  a 
wisp  of  smoke  curled  up.  A  fire  had 
started  beneath  the  floor,  in  some  way, 
and  had  it  gone  undetected,  might  have 
burst  into  flame  when  nobody  was  in  the 
plant,  and  done  great  damage  before  it 
could  be  brought  under  control. 

Howard  is  a  modest  fellow,  and  be- 
cause he  has  always  been  blind,  does  not 
regard  it  as  a  handicap,  or  feel  that  he  has 
accomplished  anything  extraordinary. 

His  mechanical  gift  has  furnished  oc- 
cupation for  his  hands,  and  his  musical 
talent,  with  a  love  for  good  books,  of 
which  he  is  a  great  reader,  have  amply 
furnished  his  mental  world,  and  made  it 
a  place  in  which  to  live  that  is  probably 
much  richer  than  the  mental  world  of 
many  a  sighted  person. 


New  Books   for  the   Blind 

(Printed  on  the  presses  of  the  Braille  Insti- 
tute of  America,  Inc.) 

Prices  quoted  are  always  much  below  the  full 
publishing  cost  and  they  do  not  include  ex- 
pressage. 

The  Romance  of  Dollard,  by  Mary  Hartwell 
Catherwood,   1   vol.,  selling  price  $3.25. 

The  Adventures  of  Francois,  by  S.  Weir 
Mitchell,  2  vols.,  selling  price  $5.65. 

The  Red  Badge  of  Courage,  by  Stephen 
Crane,  1  vol.,  selling  price  $3.25. 

Life  and  Labor  in  the  Old  South,  by  Ulrich 
B.  Phillips,  3  vols.,  selling  price  $9.00. 

The  Layman's  Legal  Guide,  by  Francis  W. 
Marshall,  5  vols.,  selling  price  $13.50. 

The  Road  to  the  Law,  by  Dudley  Cammett 
Lunt,  2  vols.,  selling  price  $6.00. 


It  is  argued  that  blindness  makes  other  senses 
keener — and  it  is  also  maintained  _  that  other 
senses  become  less  keen  when  vision  departs. 
The  truth  is,  that  more  scientific  observation 
will  be  needed  to  establish  the  facts  on  this 
vital  point. 


10 


LIGHT 


May-July,  1933 


Al 


a   Braille   Bible  Famine 


ways 

Depression   Has   Piled    Up  a   Long  Waiting   List 
of   Blind    Readers  Who   Want  the    Good    Book 


T 


'HE  world's  best  seller"  is  the 
blind's  best  companion  and  friend. 
Despite  the  fact  that  the  Bible 
was  the  first  book  to  be  printed  for  the 
blind,  between  1835  and  1844,  and  al- 
though agencies  in  the  English-reading 
nations  have  for  years  been  as  active  as 
possible  in  supplying  the  Scriptures  to  the 
blind,  in  some  form  or  another,  there  is 
still  a  Bible  famine  among  those  who  read 
the  Braille  system,  according  to  John  W. 
Tapley,  secretary  of  the  Braille  Bible  So- 
ciety, Inc.,  of  Los  Angeles.  The  Society 
is  engaged  exclusively  in  the  work  of  sup- 
plying Bibles  to  the  blind,  free,  or  at 
prices  they  are  able  to  pay  below  the  pro- 
duction cost. 

"For  some  years,  we  have  marketed  the 
Braille  Bible  to  the  blind,  and  to  libraries 
and  institutions  for  the  blind,  at  the  spe- 
cial price  of  $1  a  volume,  or  $21  for  the 
Bible  complete,"  says  Mr.  Tapley.  "But, 
owing  to  the  limited  purchasing  power  of 
the  blind  themselves,  and  to  limited 
appropriations  of  institutions  engaged  in 
literary  service  to  the  blind,  whose  budg- 
ets, in  recent  years  have  been  cut,  and 
then  cut  again  and  again,  the  Braille 
Bible  Society  supplies  more  Bibles  free 
than  it  sells  at  the  special  price  of  $1  a 
volume,  and  at  the  present  time  we,  as  a 
Society,  are  not  able  to  supply  the  de- 
mand." 

Due  to  economic  conditions  which  have 
affected  seriously  its  resources,  dependent 
entirely  upon  the  voluntary  support  of 
the  public,  the  Society  must  now  curtail 
its  activities  to  the  disappointment  of 
many  blind.  As  a  result,  it  now  has  a  long 
waiting  list  tabled  for  better  times.  On 
this  list  are  blind  readers  living  in  widely 
separated  districts,  in  this  country  and 
foreign  lands.  Until  recently,  the  Society 
has  been  filling  requests  from  stock  on 
hand,  irrespective  of  funds  in  the  treas- 
ury But  now,  its  stock  is  depleted  large- 
ly through  distribution  that  has  not  re- 
turned any  revenue  with  which  to  replen- 
ish it.  and  until  funds  are  forthcoming 
from  the  public,  Mr.  Tapley  indicated  that 
requests  for  1773  volumes  of  the  Scrip- 
tures in  Braille  must  be  tabled. 

Contributions     for     this     purpose     are 


therefore  very  much  needed  at  this  time, 
and  will  be  greatly  appreciated.  They 
should  be  addressed  to  Braille  Bible  So- 
ciety, Inc.,  739  North  Vermont  Avenue, 
Los  An°eles. 


Free   Circulating   Library   for  the  Blind 

Books  and  magazines  of  every  descrip- 
tion are  now  available  to  the  blind 
through  the  new  circulating  library  just 
established  by  the  Braille  Institute  of 
America,  741  North  Vermont  Avenue, 
Los  Angeles.  Applications  are  accepted 
at  the  Institute,  through  the  mail  or  by 
telephone,  and  no  fee  is  charged. 

Braille  readers  residing  anywhere  in 
the  nation  and  particularly  west  of  the 
Mississippi  River  are  eligible  for  enroll- 
ment as  borrowers  from  the  Braille  Insti- 
tute Library ;  but  for  economy's  sake 
blind  readers  are  expected  to  borrow 
books  from  the  libraries  nearest  to  them 
when  such  libraries  can  supply  the  liter- 
ature desired  in  a  reasonable  length  of 
time.  There  are  nineteen  such  libraries  in 
the  United  States,  located  at  strategical 
points. 

Fiction,  biography,  history,  science,  re- 
ligion and  poetry,  as  well  as  the  following 
current  monthly  magazines  comprise  the 
new  free  lending  library:  "Book  Re- 
view;" "Progress;"  "Umschau  ;"  "Inter- 
national Braille  Magazine  ;"  "The  Braille 
Courier;"  "The  Texas  Meteor;"  "The 
Weekly  News ;"  "The  Herald  of  Christian 
Science;"  "Christian  Science  Bible  Les- 
sons ;"  "The  Outlook  for  the  Blind  ;" 
"Teachers  Forum ;"  "Musical  Review ;" 
"The  Lamp;"  "The  Lutheran  Messen- 
ger ;"  "The  Minnesotan  ;"  "The  John  Mil- 
ton Magazine ;"  "The  Braille  Mirror"  and 
"March  of  Events." 


Many  blind  persons  in  Europe  are  interested 
in  Esperanto,  the  world  language,  as  a  means  of 
increasing  their  contacts,  and  a  Braille  maga- 
zine, "Esperanta  Ligilo,"  is  published  for  blind 
Esperantists. 


If  ink-print  books  were. published  in  the  small 
editions  of  Braille  books,  they  would  cost  as 
much. 


Popular    belief    in    their    helplessness    is    the 
heaviest  handicap  of  the  sightless. 


May-July,  1933 


LIGHT 


11 


Our  Own   Who's  Who 

A  humanitarian  interest  in  benevolent 
undertaking's  has  been  a  strong  motive  in 
the  life  of  Frank  C.  Collier.  He  is  Presi- 
dent of  the  Midnight  Mission  in  Los  An- 
geles, and  was  elected  a  Trustee  of  the 
Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc.,  at  the 
annual  meeting  in  March,  1933. 

Judge  Collier 
has  maintained  an 
active  interest  in 
the  Braille  work 
almost  since  its 
inception.  He  has 
given  freely  of  his 
time  in  this  con- 
nection and  his 
constructive  sup- 
port has  been  an 
inspiration  to  all. 
The  Braille  Insti- 
tute of  America 
and  it  beneficiaries 
may  well  congrat- 
Frank  C.  Collier  ulate      themselves 

upon  securing  the 
services  of  Judge  Collier  as  a  member  of 
its  governing'  board. 

He  was  born  in  Central  City,  Colorado, 
and  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  San 
Diego,  California,  moving  to  that  city 
with  his  family  in  1883.  In  1901  he  grad- 
uated from  the  University  of  Michigan 
with  the  degree  of  LL.B. 

Judge  Collier  was  admitted  to  the  Cali- 
fornia Bar  in  1901,  taking  up  the  practice 
of  law  in  San  Diego  at  that  time.  With 
the  exception  of  one  year  in  Prescott, 
Arizona,  he  has  practiced  continuously  in 
California,  moving  to  Los  Angeles  in 
1903.  In  1924  he  was  appointed  to  the 
Superior  Court,  which  place  he  still 
occupies. 


The   Blind   at  School 

Blindness  is  more  than  mere  absence 
of  sight.  It  completely  changes  the  en- 
tire mental  life,  so  that  blind  or  blinded 
persons  must  take  a  different  attitude 
toward  the  world. 

And  the  world  should  take  a  different 
attitude  toward  them,  especially  in  the 
matter  of  education.  Such  is  the  conten- 
tion of  Thomas  D.  Cutsworth,  in  his  book 
"The  Blind  in  School  and  Society"  (New 
York,  D.  Appleton  &  Company,  $2.50). 

Mr.  Cutsworth  lost  his  sight  when 
eleven  years  old,  and  after  attending  the 


<  )regon  State  School  for  the  Blind,  took 
a  master's  degree  in  the  social  sciences 
at  the  University  of  Oregon.  In  Boston, 
he  has  carried  on  research  in  the  person- 
ality problems  of  the  blind,  and  at  pres- 
ent he  is  an  instructor  in  psychology  at 
the  University  of  Kansas. 

He  maintains  that  nobody  has  yet  ade- 
quately understood  how  to  educate  the 
blind,  because  the  seeing  child  is  taken 
for  a  model,  and  efforts  are  made  to  in- 
struct the  blind  child  in  the  life  of  the 
sighted  world,  whereas  the  blind  child 
lives  in  a  world  of  his  own,  and  should 
be  helped  to  adjust  himself  to  that  world 
smoothly,  harmoniously  and  efficiently. 
With  considerable  psychological  tech- 
nique, Mr.  Cutsworth  shows  the  different 
departments  of  the  blind  child's  world, 
and  its  problems,  and  makes  suggestions 
for  adjustment  during"  the  years  of  school 
and  college. 


Are  You  Feeling  Blue? 

(From  a  radio  talk  by  the  "Richfield  Reporter") 

Are  you  feeling  blue,  a  real  dark,  dirty  blue? 
Well,  just  close  your  eyes,  —  close  'em  tight, 
now, — and  listen  to  this: 

Howard  Alonzo  Dent,  Junior  is  putting  him- 
self through  the  law  school  at  the  University 
of  Washington,  despite  the  fact  that  he  is  blind. 
He  wrestles, —  he  is  a  mighty  good  wrestler, 
too.  Until  Tuesday  night,  he  Avas  the  heavy- 
weight champion  of  the  University.  After  a 
fierce  tussle,  he  lost  out  in  the  finals  of  the  in- 
fra-mural series.  He  can  tell  where  his  oppo- 
nent is  at  all  times  by  the  sound  of  his 
breathing. 

Another  thing  about  the  sightless  youth, — 
he  shoots.  Young  Howard  Dent  can  hit  the 
target  as  often  as  the  average  man  if  someone 
throws  a  rock  at  it  just  before  he  is  ready  to 
pull  the  trigger.    He  "sights"  by  sound. 

The  young  man  rides  horseback,  too;  letting 
bis  companion  on  a  horse  make  the  trail  he  fol- 
lows. He  goes  to  dances, — is  popular  among 
the  students  and  faculty, — plays  the  piano  and 
saxophone.  In  the  high  school  of  his  home 
town  of  Edmonds,  near  Seattle,  he  was  a  cheer 
leader. 

Last  summer,  while  out  canoeing  with  a  girl 
and  boy,  the  canoe  capsized.  Neither  of  the 
other  two  could  swim.  But  Dent  could,  and  he 
saved  them  both.  He  is  studying  to  be  a  judge, 
and  there  are  many  who  favor  his  choice  on 
the  general  principle  that  justice  should  be 
blind. 

Howard  Alonzo  Dent  has  mastered  the  art  of 
making  himself  happy  under  the  handicap  he 
lias  had  ever  since  he  lost  his  eyesight  at  the 
age  of  seven.  HE  thinks  there  isn't  anything 
really  worth  worrying  about. 

Friends,  I  asked  you  to  close  your  eyes  a 
minute  or  so  ago,  for  a  very  definite  reason.  If 
you  have  opened  them,  now  be  honest  with 
yourselves  and  admit  that  things  look  pretty 
bright,  after  all. 
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300  Years  Without  a  Dictionary 

For  Three   Centuries    Educational  Work  for 
the  Blind   Has   Gone   on  Without  this   Book 


P 


RODUCTION  of  any  good  diction- 
ary at  the  reasonable  price  you  pro- 
pose would  certainly  be  a  boon  to 
Braille  readers,"  writes  the  secretary  of 
one  of  the  largest  European  institutions 
for  the  blind. 

The  publication  of  a  dictionary  in 
Braille  is  just  one  of  the  objectives  in  the 
Braille  Institute's  "Five  Year  One  Million 
Dollar  Endowment  and  Expansion  Pro- 
gram" in  behalf  of  the  advancement  of  the 
bind. 

Educational  work  for  the  blind  has  been 
promoted  for  three  hundred  years.  Print- 
ing for  the  blind  has  been  a  practical  sci- 
ence for  more  than  one  hundred  years. 
The  surprise  is  that,  as  yet,  no  adequate 
dictionary  has  ever  been  printed  in  Braille. 
As  may  be  imagined,  this  is  rather  a  gi- 
gantic undertaking,  and  that  is  likely  the 
■  reason  why  it  has  not  been  done.  On  the 
other  hand,  many  books  which  form  about 
as  many  volumes  in  Braille  as  the  diction- 
ary, have  been  printed.  Why  the  diction- 
ary has  not  been,  is  a  question  that  can  be 
answered  only  by  our  educators  of  the 
blind. 

What  the  ambitious  progressive  blind 
man  or  woman  needs  today,  not  to  men- 
tion thousands  of  bind  pupils  in  our  tax- 
supported  institutions,  is  an  adequate 
abridged  dictionary  in  Braille.  Such  a 
work  will  form  about  30  volumes,  but 
what  of  that?  The  Bible  forms  21  vol- 
umees.  As  published  in  England,  the 
Bible  comprises  39  volumes,  and  one  edi- 
tion 74  volumes  Yet  the  Bible,  or  any 
other  book,  cannot  be  read  intelligently 
unless  the  reader  has  first,  through  con- 
stant systematic  study,  some  of  the  know- 
ledge imparted  by  the  dictionary. 

Contrary  to  popular  belief,  the  Braille 
system  is  replete  with  diacritical  mark- 
ings and  all  the  other  essentials  necessary 
for  the  publication  of  a  self-pronouncing 
dictionary. 

Fortunate  indeed  is  the  Braille  Institute 
in  having  enlisted  the  services  of  Dr. 
Frank  C.  Touton,  eminent  educator  and 
Vice-President  of  the  University  of 
Southern  California,  to  aid  in  this  work. 
Mr.  Edward  D.  Burbank,  who  has  had 
many    years    of    experience    in    editorial 


work  during  his  thirty  years  with  Ginn  & 
Company,  is  also  giving  his  services  gra- 
tutiousy,  following  the  policy  of  the  Insti- 
tute of  "work  for  service  and  not  for  pro- 
fit." The  stage  is  all  set.  All  that  is  now 
lacking  to  start  work  on  this  project  is 
adequate  funds. 

The  Braille  Institute's  "Five  Year  One 
Million  Dollar  Endowment  and  Expan- 
sion Program"  has  encountered  many 
obstacles,  due  no  doubt  to  the  economic 
conditions  which  have  taxed  the  resources 
of  philanthropy  to  the  limit.  But  the  In- 
stitute's Trustees  regard  this  as  no  cause 
for  discouragement.  Although  two  years 
of  the  "Five  Year  Plan"  have  passed  with 
little  or  no  tangible  proof  of  its  accom- 
plishment, their  goal  is  ever  before  them 
while  they  cheerfully  wait  for  better 
times. 


For  Advancement 

The  Trustees  of  the  Braille  Institute 
of  America  announce  the  receipt  of  a 
generous  bequest  from  the  estate  of 
Mamie  Fricke,  William  F.  Lindner,  exe- 
cutor, to  be  used  for  the  advancement  of 
the  blind. 

The  sum  received  will  help  materially 
in  furthering  the  aims  of  the  Institute, 
which  include : 

(1)  Instruction  to  the  adult  blind  in 
reading  and  writing  Braille,  and  ordinary 
typing;  (2)  Supplying  free  subscriptions 
for  Braille  periodicals  to  blind  readers  un- 
able to  pay  for  them;  (3)  Printing  of 
good  books  in  Braille  and  furnishing  them 
free  to  the  blind  through  the  various 
libraries;  and  (4)  Aiding  blind  men  and 
women  to  become  self-supporting. 

Kyle  Z.  Grainger  acted  as  attorney  for 
the  executor. 


One  of  the  modern  things  greatly  enjoyed  by 
the  blind  is  historical  pageantry,  and  a  very 
successful  historical  pageant,  with  floats,  was 
designed  for  the  old  town  of  Hadley,  Massa- 
chusetts, by  Clarance  Hawkes,  a  blind  man. 


Blind  men,  dressed  like  clowns,  and  making 
efforts  to  play  musical  instruments,  were  con- 
sidered a  funny  show  in  France,  in  1771 — but  that 
show  led  to  the  first  efforts  to  help  the  blind 
with  education,  made  by  Valentin  HaUy. 
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Our  Two  Braille  Monthlies 

on  World   Display 

Guests  at  the  Century  of  Progress  Ex- 
position in  Chicago  can  see  on  display 
our  two  Braille  monthly  magazines 
"March  of  Events,"  and  "The  Braille 
Mirror,"  and  those  who  read  Braille  may 
also  have  the  privilege  of  reading  these 
magazines  in  a  delightful  setting,  sur- 
rounded by  literature  and  culture,  luxury 
and  restful  environment. 

For  this  courtesy,  the  Braille  Institute 
of  America  is  indebted  to  Time,  Incorpo- 
rated, New  York  and  Chicago,  publishers 
of  the  magazines  "Time"  and  "Fortune." 

The  Time  Pavilion  is  located  at  the 
very  hub  of  the  Exposition  activities,  im- 
mediately adjacent  to  the  already  famous 
Hall  of  Science  and  directly  opposite  the 
General  Exhibits  Building.  It  is  well  re- 
moved from  the  hurly-burly  of  the  Mid- 
way Amusement  Zone  and  at  the  very 
heart  of  the  cultural,  educational  and  sci- 
entific display  center,  which  will  domi- 
nate the  Fair. 

Somewhat  unique  in  that  it  will  take 
the  form  of  a  Magazine  Library,  the  Time 
Building    is    comfortably    furnished,    air- 


cooled  and  pleasantly  quiet,  in  direct  con- 
trast to  the  kaleidoscopic  whirl  and  furi- 
ous action  of  the  average  exhibit. 

Terraces  fronting  on  the  Lagoon,  and 
overlooking  the  Board  Walk  will  provide 
seating  capacity  for  those  who  wish  to 
rest  and  view  the  passing  show,  and  will 
be  furnished  in  country-club  fashion — 
colorful  Lido  Beach  umbrellas,  lighted  at 
night,  flower-boxes,  etc. 

The  interior  of  the  building  will  center 
around  a  huge  Magazine  Rack,  upon 
which  will  be  displayed  the  finest  maga- 
zines and  periodicals  published  in  this 
country  and  abroad. 

Heavily  upholstered  easy  chairs,  thick- 
ly carpeted  floors,  washed  and  cooled  air 
should  make  this  a  most  attractive  spot 
for  the  worn  and  tired  visitor  who  has  at- 
tempted to  cover  the  World's  Fair  on  one 
of  Chicago's  typical  August  days. 

Here  the  visitor  may  rest  and  take  his 
ease,  and  here  he  will  find  a  great  Inter- 
national Display  of  Magazines,  such  as 
has  never  before  been  assembled.  He  may 
read  them  or  idly  thumb  them  and  there 
will  be  attendants  to  answer  questions. 
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A  Real  "Country  of  the  Blind" 

Science  Now  Hopes  to  Conquer  the  Insect 
Responsible  for  Mexico's  "Blind  Village" 


DTD  H.  G.  WELLS  know  that  there 
is  actually  a  "Country  of  the  Blind" 
when  he  wrote  his  tale  under  the 
title,  years  ago,  in  his  short  story  days? 
In  his  "Country  of  the  Blind,"  no  sighted 
person  had  been  known  for  generations, 
and  all  traditions  of  seeing  had  been  lost. 
But  there  is  a  real  "Country  of  the 
Blind"  in  Mexico,  in  the  mountain  village 
of  Tiltepec,  in  the  State  of  Oaxaca,  and 
like  the  fabulous  blind  valley  of  Mr. 
Wells's  tale,  it  is  hidden  away  so  that  only 
a  few  horse  trails  connect  it  with  the  out- 
side world,  and  it  knows  few  strangers. 

John  Hix  recently  told  the  story  of  this 
village  in  his  "Strange  as  it  Seems"  news- 
paper feature,  and  supplies  the  following 
facts : 

The  universal  malady  of  Tiltepec's  900 
inhabitants  is  total  or  partial  blindness, 
caused  by  an  insect.  The  children  are  not 
born  blind,  but  are  victims  of  a  mosquito- 
like insect  that  breeds  in  the  swift  moun- 
tain streams  of  that  region,  causing  a 
malady  known  medically  as  "Onchocer- 
osis,"  which  causes  babies  to  be  stricken 
with  blindness  before  they  grow  up. 

This  situation  was  brought  to  light  by 
Dr.  Ramon  Pardo,  a  Mexican  scientist 
who  visited  the  village,  and  facts  were 
brought  to  the  United  States  by  Dr. 
Miguel  Bustamente,  Mexican  delegate  to 
the  second  Pan-American  Conference  of 
Directors  of  Health.  Tests  have  estab- 
lished the  connection  of  the  insect  with 
the  people's  malady,  and  now  hope  is  held 
out  that  it  may  be  eradicated.  It  is  esti- 
mated that  there  are  20,000  cases  in  Mex- 
ico, and  when  the  disease  does  not  com- 
pletely blind  the  victim,  it  causes  such 
sensitiveness  to  light  that  people  afflicted 
with  it  cannot  stand  the  sun. 

The  people  of  Tiltepec  do  not  speak 
Spanish,  but  an  old  Indian  language,  from 
before  the  days  of  the  Conquistadores, 
called  Zapotec,  a  language  complete  in  it- 
self, and  so  Dr.  Pardo  had  difficulty  in  es- 
tablishing contact  with  them.  They  live 
in  crude  huts.  There  is  not  a  school, 
church,  store  or  public  building  in  the 
village.  They  grow  a  little  corn,  and  have 
some  sheep,  and  the  climate  is  so   mild 


Courtesy  John  Hix 

Copyright  McClure 

Newspaper  Syndicate 


that  very  little 
clothing  suffices. 
Corn  furnishes 
their  main  food, 
and  wool  from 
their  sheep  the 
limited  amount  of 
clothing  needed. 
As  there  is  no  | 
church,  nor  any 
civil  law,  there  are 
no  formal  mar- 
riages among 
them,  only  matings  and  families. 

"It  is  a  weird  sensation,"  says  Dr.  Bus- 
tamente, "to  see  these  folk,  creeping  from 
their  huts  at  dusk  to  hunt  their  food — 
berries,  corn,  a  few  fruits.  But  the  Mex- 
ican Government  is  working  on  the  prob- 
lem. Light  may  yet  be  brought  to  Tilte- 
pec." 

John  Hix  has  found  another  place  in 
which  blindness  is  almost  universal,  the 
village  of  Adiyamen,  in  the  District  of 
Hisnimansour,  Turkey,  where  less  than 
250  of  the  7,000  inhabitants  are  able  to 
see.  Here,  however,  the  people  are  noted 
for  their  devoutness,  and  twice  a  day 
thank   Allah   that   their  lot   is  no  worse. 


Blind  Again   Entertained 

All  the  blind  in  Southern  California  and 
their  guides  were  invited  to  be  the  guests 
of  Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc.,  at  a 
special  performance  for  the  blind  held 
Saturday,  May  13th,  at  the  Hollywood 
Music  Box  Theatre,  Hollywood,  Cali- 
fornia. 

This  matinee  was  made  possible 
through  the  courtesy  of  George  K. 
Arthur,  producer  of  the  nautical  comedy 
feature,  "The  Middle  Watch."  Mr.  Arthur 
promises  other  invitations  to  the  blind  in 
the  future. 
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Two  Magazines  That  Are  Not  Thin 

Our  Two  Braille  Monthlies  Come  Out  Right 
on  the  Dot,  for  Blind  Pals,  Times  or  No  Times 


w 


'HEN  I  was  a 
farm  kid,  back 
in  the  days  of 
boyhood,  they  used 
to  wisecrack  about 
my  thinness.  "Gosh, 
how  thin  you  be,  Bub  !  But  never  mind 
— now  that  fly  time's  over,  you'll  put  it 
on  agin !" 

Have  you  noticed  that  the  advertising 
in  this  magazine  "Light"  is  rather  thin? 
And  that  it  comes  out  with  a  little  hesita- 
tion nowadays,  instead  of  our  regular 
schedule  of  six  issues  per  year?  Well, 
that's  because  advertising  is  scarce,  and 
our  advertisers  certainly  deserve  your 
trade,  for  sticking  to  "Light"  so  loyally, 
in  this  1933  Year  of  the  Big  Dip. 


All  magazines  are  thin — except  two 
that  I  know.  Those  are  our  two  Braille 
magazines  for  the  blind,  and  we  have 
never  been  late  with  them  since  business 
started  this  sinking  spell.  Because  we 
know  the  blind  need  them  more  than  ever. 

Every  three  dollars  I  get  for  a  subscrip- 
tion to  "Light"  pays  for  a  Braille  maga- 
zine free  to  a  blind  pal  who  needs  it.  And 
every  good  pal  who  subscribes  gets  the 
regular  six  issues  of  "Light",  no  matter 
how  long  it  takes  to  publish  them. 

So,  here's  thanks,  and  better  times,  to 
all  good  pals. 

Yours  gratefully, 


TLSu^£u^Uu9t0lH 


Seen  With  Half  an  Eye 


'Twas  in  a  restaurant  they  met, 

One  Romeo,  one  Juliet. 
'Twas  there  he  first  fell  into  debt, 

For  Romeod'  what  Juliet. 

Husband:  "I  may  be  detained  at  the  office 
till  very  late  tonight — if  I  am,  don't  wait  up  for 
me." 

Experienced  wife  (firmly):  "I  won't — I'll  go 
down  and  get  you." 

*  *     * 

A  lady  was  entertaining  the  small  son  of  her 
friend. 

"Are  you  sure  you  can  cut  your  meat,  Willy?" 
she  asked,  after  watching  him  a  moment. 

"Oh,  yessum,"  he  replied,  without  looking  up. 
"We  often  have  it  as  tough  as  this  at  home." 

*  *     * 

"I  call  her  'Shasta,." 

"Because  she's  a  'daisy'?" 

"No;  because  she  has  to  have  gas,  she  has  to 
have  oil,  she  has  to  have  air,  she  has  to  have 
something  all  the  time." 

*  *     * 

Two  cobblers  lived  in  the  same  village.  They 
were  very  jealous  of  each  other.  One  was  a  bit 
of  a  scholar,  and  proud  of  it.  The  other  knew 
nothing  but  his  own  trade. 

One  day  the  scholar  thought  it  was  time  he 
made  a  bid  to  get  more  trade  than  his  rival.  So 
he  put  up  a  board,  and  on  it  was  written  in  a 


good  round  hand:    Mens  Sana  In  Corpore  Sano 
("A  Healthy  Mind  in  a  Healthy  Body"). 

But  the  other  fellow  was  not  to  be  so  easily 
beaten.  He,  too,  put  up  a  board,  and  on  it  was 
written  in  a  wobbly  hand:  Men's  and  Women's 
Sana  In   Corpore  Sano. 

*  *     * 

"Have  you  ever  driven  a  car?"  the  lady  appli- 
cant for  a  license  was  asked. 

"One  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  miles." 
put   in   her  husband,  "and  never  had  a  hand  on 

the  wheel." 

*  #     * 

An  Englishman  and  an  Irishman,  riding  to- 
gether, passed  a  gallows. 

"Where  would  you  be,"  said  the  Englishman, 
"if  the  gallows  had  its  due?" 

"Riding  alone,  I  guess,"  said  the  Irishman. 

Tombstone  Dealer  (after  several  futile  sug- 
gestions): "How  would  just  a  simple  'Gone 
Home'  do  for  an  inscription?" 

Widow:  "I  guess  that  will  be  all  right.  It 
was  always  the  last  place  he  ever  went." 

*  #     * 

She  was  poor  but  had  excellent  manners, 
while  her  husband  was  rich  but  possessed  terri- 
ble manners.  They  were  guests  at  a  society 
leader's  home,  and  while  cutting  his  meat  it 
slipped  off  the  plate  onto  the  floor.  He  started 
to  pick  it  up,  but  she  kicked  him  violently,  and 
said  in  a  whisper  "Apologize — say  something!" 
His  face  turned  red,  then  white,  and  he  grinned 
at  the  hostess  as  he  said:  "Tough  meat  slides 
easy!" 
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The  First  Braille  Nature  Trail 

An   Idea    that   Came    to   Naturalists  When 
Blind  Girls  Visited  a   New  York  Museum 


A  GROUP  of  blind  women  and  girls 
in  a  natural  history  museum  were 
such  a  revelation  to  the  museum 
people  that  now  the  naturalists  are  going 
to  blaze  special  Braille  trails  for  such  peo- 
ple— and  not  merely  in  the  museum  walls, 
but  in  God's  great  outdoors. 

No  less  a  place  than  Palisades  Inter- 
state Park,  between  New  York  and  New 
Jersey,  is  to  have  the  first  Braille  trail  for 
blind  visitors,  and  it  will  be  marked  with 
Braille  characters  punched  in  brass  sheets 
and  tacked  to  trees  and  other  sites  along 
the  trail,  so  that  the  blind  may  follow  it 
with  ease.  Posts  set  in  the  path,  with 
cords  leading  to  the  Braille  markers,  will 
guide  them. 

Dr.  William  H.  Carr,  of  the  American 
Museum  of  Natural  History,  in  New  York 
City,  recently  told  the  New  York  Herald- 
Tribune  how  the  idea  came  to  him  and 
his  associates. 

"Our  blind  guests  in  the  museum,  last 
summer,  astonished  us  by  walking  about 
freely,  and  asking  questions. 

"On  our  way  to  the  museum  one  totally 
blind  young  woman  quickly  learned  to 
identify  nine  species  of  tree  leaves.  She 
easily  remembered  facts  about  each  one 
and  later  shared  her  knowledge  with  the 
little  girls  who  were  in  her  immediate 
charge.  We  discussed  trees  while  walk- 
ing, and  stopped  frequently  to  select 
leaves  for  the  children.  The  group  paused 
at  the  museum  door  while  we  summarized 
the  exhibits.  At  once  they  wished  to 
handle  everything  from  salamanders  to 
snakes.  They  were  quickly  convinced  that 
the  amphibians  had  smooth  skins,  where- 
as the  reptiles  had  scales.  Delicate  touch 
discovered  this  instantly. 

"We  were  extremely  busy  for  a  while. 
Snakes  were  carried  about  joyfully. 
Turtles  were  examined  and  waved  their 
stumpy  legs  in  futile  protest.  Salamand- 
ers inched  across  inquisitive,  sensitive, 
outspread  palms  while  rapid  fire  questions 
came  from  every  side.  Eventually  the 
group  quieted  and  we  directed  several 
leaders  to  the  interpendence  tables  and 
described  the  objects.  The  idea  caught  in- 
stantly and  questions  arose  once  more.  As 


our  blind  visitors  became  more  interested, 
so  did  our  interest  in  them  increase." 

Dr.  Carr  said  he  had  found  that  the 
blind  in  examining  leaf  collections,  as 
soon  as  the  leaves  had  become  dry 
destroyed  the  leaves  by  handling  them. 
He  and  his  assistants  now  are  making 
plaster  casts  of  familiar  American  forest 
leaves  to  be  used  as  permanent  aids  in  the 
blind  person's  study  of  nature. 

"Another  reason  for  our  interest  in 
these  blind  persons,"  he  said  "was  that 
their  own  human  dependence  upon  and 
response  to  nature  out  of  doors  was  so 
different  from  ours.  Nature  is  by  no 
means  a  closed  door  to  them,  and  we  are 
happy  indeed  to  be  permitted  to  increase 
their  opportunities  for  further  under- 
standing." 

The  Trailside  Museum  at  Bear  Moun- 
tain, to  which  the  blind  came,  was  in- 
itiated by  the  American  Association  of 
Museums  and  through  a  grant  of  the 
Laura  Spelman  Rockefeller  Memorial 
funds  were  provided  for  the  museum 
building,  which  was  built  under  the  di- 
rection of  Major  William  A.  Welch,  gen- 
eral manager  and  chief  engineer  of  the 
park.  The  fifty-seven  acre  area  of  the 
nature  trails  and  building  was  provided 
by  the  Commissioner  of  the  Palisades  In- 
terstate Park. 


Blinded   by   a   Bear 

Five  years  ago,  a  youth  visiting  Golden  Gate 
Park,  in  San  Francisco,  was  terribly  clawed  by 
one  of  the  bears  on  exhibition  there,  and  be- 
came completely  blind.  The  story  of  his  brave 
fight  to  overcome  such  a  life-blighting  handicap 
is  inspiring,  and  has  lately  been  told  by  the 
"Calistogan,"  Calistoga,   California. 

"Richard  Hays  was  confined  in  a  hospital  for 
two  years,"  says  that  newspaper,  "and  it  was 
while  he  was  in  the  hospital  that  he  was  in- 
spired to  enter  some  profession,  feeling  that 
without  his  sight,  it  would  be  necessary.  While 
in  the  hospital  he  mastered  the  Braille  system 
of  reading,  and  also  learned  to  use  a  typewriter. 
When  he  was  released  from  the  hospital  in  Oc- 
tober, 1929,  he  entered  the  California  School  for 
the  Blind  in  Berkeley,  from  which  he  graduated 
in  May  of  last  year  with  honors  high  enough 
to  secure  his  entrance  in  the  University  of  Cali- 
fornia. There  he  majored  in  economics  until 
the  beginning  of  the  present  semester.  Now  he 
is  learning  to  'see'  through  the  eyes  of  his  Ger- 
man shepherd  dog. 
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Oix  months 
after  installation  of  the 
Atkinson  Model,  the 
Clovernook  Home  for 
the  Blind,  Mt.  Healthy, 
Ohio,  ordered  two  more 
machines. 


The  Atkinson  New,  Improved 
Model  No.  5  Stereotyping  Machine 

"The  BRAILLE  Linotyper" 

The  Atkinson  Model  revolutionized  Braille  printing,  perfecting  the 
art  of  "interpoint"  plate  making,  by  which  books  are  printed  on  both 
sides  of  the  paper.  Savings  in  cost  and  volume  run  from  30  to  40% 
below  the  old  methods. 

The  Atkinson  Model  will  bring  distinction  to  all  users  through 
higher  standards  of  workmanship  at  lower  production  cost. 

Price  submitted  on  application. 
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Our  Two  Braille  Monthlies 

yl  delight  to  the  blind  and  a  most 
seasonable  gift 


THE  BRAILLE  MIRROR 

A  panorama  of  world  affairs  printed  in  Braille 

Subscription  rate  to  institutions:    $3  a  year 
Special  to  the  blind:     .      .      .      $2  a  year 


MARCH  OF  EVENT 

A  digest  of  world  news 

Subscription  rate  to  institutions:   $3  a  year 
Special  to  the  blind:     .      .      .      $2  a  year 


Released  on  the  1st  and  1 5th  of  the  month,  respectively,  and  containing 
articles  on  travel  and  exploration,  science  and  invention,  and  the  latest 
flashes  of  world'wide  news,  a  semi-monthly  news  service  is  thereby  fur' 
nished  to  the  blind.  Thousands  of  the  blind  would  like  to  have  these 
unparalleled,  high'Standard  magazines.  Comparatively  few  can  afford 
to  subscribe  even  at  the  rates  which  are  below  the  publishing  cost. 

A  subscription  for  LIGHT  at  $3  a  year  pays  also  for  one  of  these 
Braille  monthlies  which  will  be  sent  free  to  a  blind  reader  unable  to 
subscribe.    Let  your  light  shine  in  that  darkness  by  subscribing  now. 
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— Braille  Institute  photo. 
A  blind  housewife  asks  us  into  her  home — and  there  are  going  to  be  biscuits  for  supper. 
(See  Page  4). 
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"Plenty  of  New  Zealand  sunshine!"  is  the  rule  at  this  Institute  for  the  Blind,  in  Auckland. 
It  is  directed  by  Clutha  N.  Mackenzie,  a  New  Zealand  soldier  blinded  in  the  World  War. 


%  BRAILLE   V 


THE  BRAILLE  CELL 

ALPHABET    I      II  '     I 


abcdefgh 

•  •       ••   ••   •       ••   ••   • 

•  ••••••• 

i         j         Kim       nop 

•  •   •        •        ••   ••   •        •• 

•  ••  •  •       •   • 

q        r        s         t       u       v  w  x 

•  •   •           •       •   •       •  •  •• 

•  •  ••   •       ••             •  •• 

•  •       •       •       ••   ••  •  •• 

y       z     and   the     of    with  for  this 

•  •   •       ••        •   •            •  ••  •• 

•  •   •        •        ••••••  • 


The  Braille  "cell"  of  six  dots  gives  63  combinations, 
each  of  which  is  used  for  a  character.  Besides  letters  of 
the  alphabet,  there  are  punctuation  marks  and  contrac- 
tions often-used  words. 

Braille  capital  letters  are  indicated  by  using  the  small 
letter,  preceded  by  the  No.  6  dot. 

Figures  are  indicated  by  the  first  ten  letters  of  the 
alphabet,   preceded   by   dots   3,  4,   5   and  6. 

As  Anglicized,  the  word  is  pronounced  "brail" — not 
"brailey." 

The  Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc.,  was  chartered 
under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  California  on  the  100th 
anniversary  of  the  Braille  system  of  printing  for  the  blind, 
as  a  memorial  to  Louis  Braille,  of  Paris,  France  (1809- 
1852),  that  great  friend  and  blind  benefactor  of  the  blind, 
who  made  it  possible  for  them  to  write  as  well  as  read. 

This  explains  the  prominence  given  to  the  word  Braille 
in  the  Institute's  name,  and  the  practical  omission  there- 
from of  any  word  which  has  a  direct  bearing  on  welfare 
work   for   the  blind. 


Activities  of  the   Braille   Institute 
of  America 

Sponsorship  of  Books  and  Magazines,  pub- 
lished in  Braille,  for  the  use  of  the  blind,  on  a 
non-profit  basis  and  free  to  the  blind  unable  to 
pay. 

Free  Home  Teaching  of  the  blind  in  the 
mastery  of  the  Braille  system. 

Maintenance  of  a  Free  Lending  Reference 
Library,  being  stocked  with  business  journals, 
guides   and    numerous    books    on    all   vocations. 


trades  and  professions,  followed  by  the  blind, 
including  works  on  the  principles  of  insurance, 
commercial  law,  real  estate,  business  ethics, 
social  and  political  economy,  salesmanship, 
journalism,  and  many  other  subjects. 

Bureau  of  Better  Business   for  the  Blind   to 

assist  blind  adults  in  choosing  a  trade,  profes- 
sion or  business  suitable  to  their  talents. 

Scholarships  for  vocational  and  higher  edu- 
cation in  branches  of  the  trades  and  professions 
found  practical  for  the  blind,  such  scholarship 
to  provide  readers  also  when  necessary. 

Business  Finance  to  finance  the  blind  busi- 
ness men  and  women  by  way  of  loans  under 
supervision  of  the  Braille  Institute  Trustees, 
until  they  are  permanently  and  successfully 
established. 

To  engage  in  all  other  Humanitarian  efforts 
incidental  to  the  social,  industrial,  professional 
and  literary  welfare  of  the  blind  not  being  cov- 
ered by  other  agencies,  public  or  private. 

Our  Magazines:  "Light" — a  success  maga- 
zine of  the  blind;  the  "Braille  Mirror"  and 
"March  of  Events",  Braille  monthlies  for  the 
blind,  with  semi-monthly  news  service. 
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A  Fount  of   Knowledge 

By  JAMES  H.  COLLINS 


JOHNNY  was  going  to  a  party, 
and  his  Mother  told  him  to 
brush  a  couple  of  drops  of  her 
brilliantine  on  his  hair,  to  make  it 
glisten.  "But  don't  waste  it,"  she 
added,  "for  that  tiny  bottle  cost  a 
dollar." 

Johnny  is  fourteen,  and  boy-like, 
went  to  the  dictionary. 

"Gee,  Ma!  when  you  want  any 
more  of  that  stuff,  buy  it  from  me!'' 
he  added,  and  read  the  definition : 
"Brilliantine — A  mixture,  as  of 
castor-oil  and  perfume,  used  to  im- 
part a  gloss  to  the  hair." 

You  can  imagine  how  many  ques- 
tions come  every  day  to  a  wise  fel- 
low like  the  Editor  of  the  "World 
Almanac."  Recently,  that  well-in- 
formed authority,  Robert  Hunt  Ly- 
man, made  a  confession  to  the 
"American  Magazine" : 

"Ninety-nine  out  of  a  hundred 
questions  that  come  to  my  desk,"  he 
says,  "could  be  answered  by  the 
questioners  themselves,  if  they  knew 
how  to  use  the  organized  knowledge 
that  is  at  the  command  of  every- 
body. 

"A  good  unabridged  dictionary 
answers   the   largest   proportion.    If 


you  give  a  boy  a  good  dictionary, 
and  cultivate  in  him  the  habit  of 
using  it  every  time  he  encounters  an 
unfamiliar  word,  you  have  given  him 
the  groundwork  of  a  splendid  edu- 
cation." 


The  blind  need  many  things — 
good  reading  matter,  and  light  read- 
ing, and  association  with  sighted 
friends,  and  occupational  training  for 
real  work,  and  real  jobs  whereby  to 
earn  real  money. 

But  one  of  their  greatest  present 
needs  is  for  a  good  dictionary,  of  the 
partly  abridged  kind,  with  from 
100,000  to  150,000  definitions,  which 
will  open  up  to  them  this  body  of  or- 
ganized knowledge  recommended 
for  the  inquisitive  boy.  The  blind 
have  even  more  questions  to  answer 
than  a  bright  boy,  and  a  good  dic- 
tionary comes  nearer  being  the  ideal 
fount  of  knowledge  to  them,  than  to 
the  average  sighted  person. 

Therefore,  hard  times  or  no  hard 
times,  the  Braille  Institute  has  never 
lost  sight  of  its  plans  for  publishing 
such  dictionary  in  Braille,  and  by 
enlisting  financial  support  from 
philanthropic  friends,  making  it 
available  to  the  blind  at  the  price 
they  can  afford  to  pay. 


Copyright   191},  Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc. 
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A   Blind   Bride  Asks   Us   In 

Just  for  Better  Acquaintance,   She  Shows 
How  a  Sightless  Girl  Manages  Housekeeping 

By  JAMES  H.  COLLINS 


BEFORE  we  ring  the  doorbell,  let's 
get  this  thing  straight.  Understand 
that  we  are  gnests — not  sightseers  on 
a  rubberneck  bus.  For  little  Evelyn  Lee 
is  a  bride  of  a  few  months,  and  we  have 
been  invited  to  see  her  home,  and  study 
her  ways  of  keeping  house,  and  Evelyn 
has  been  blind  since  a  few  minutes  after 
birth,  when  the  wrong  thing  was  put  into 
her  eyes,  or  the  right  thing  not  put  in,  or 
something. 

Evelyn  is  a  gentle  girl,  of  twenty-one, 
and  the  last  person  in  the  world  to  let  her 
handicap  separate  her  from  regular  peo- 
ple. But  before  she  was  married  to  blind 
Cecil  Lee,  who  has  been  in  the  printing 
department  of  the  Braille  Institute  of 
America  for  some  time,  she  worked  with 
him  as  a  proofreader. 

In  this  work,  Evelyn  learned  something 
about  the  difficulties  of  the  blind,  as  reg- 
ular people,  because  sighted  folks  do  not 
know  any  normal  blind  people,  and  get 
their  ideas  from  blind  mendicants.  So,  if 
it  will  help  the  cause  of  the  blind  who  are 
regular  folks,  through  closer  acquaint- 
ance, Evelyn  Lee  is  glad  to  have  us  see 
her  home. 

Let  us  not  be  too  serious  about  it.  You 
will  like  the  story  a  friend  tells,  of  how 
Evelyn  was  explaining  her  way  of  wash- 
ing clothes. 

"I  put  them  to  soak  over  night,  with  a 
bleach,"  she  said,  "and  next  morning  rub 
them  out  until  the  spots  are  all  off." 

"But  how  do  you  know  when  the  spots 
are  off?"  asked  an  astonished  visitor. 

"Well,    after    all    that    work,"    Evelyn 
answered,    light-heartedly,    "if    the    spots 
aren't  off,  it's  just  too  bad  !" 
*     *     * 

If  you  came  into  this  home  while  every- 
body was  away,  like  Goldylocks  in  the 
home  of  the  Three  Bears,  you  would  see 
nothing  to  indicate  that  it  is  the  home  of 
two  young  people  who  have  always  been 
sightless.  Just  a  regular  home,  regular 
furniture,  regular  radio,  and  a  regular 
canary   bird,   "Bruce,"   who   would   greet 


you  with  a  regular  canary  bird  "Hello," 
and  ask  a  lot  of  bird  questions. 

Mrs.  Lee  does  all  the  housekeeping. 
She  cooks,  washes  dishes  and  clothes, 
makes  beds,  sweeps  and  dusts — but  no, 
sweeping  is  one  of  the  few  household 
chores  that  don't  go  very  well  without 
sight,  so  she  wipes  the  floors  until  you 
might  eat  from  them. 

If  anything,  this  is  neater  housekeeping 
than  you  will  find  in  many  a  sighted 
woman's  home.  And  for  that  there  is  a 
reason  in  a  home  where  everything  is 
done  by  touch,  everything  must  be  kept  in 
its  proper  place — naturally. 

Mrs.  Lee  takes  us  into  her  kitchen.  It 
is  the  convenient  Los  Angeles  kitchen, 
with  lots  of  built-in  cabinets,  and  a  snug 
breakfast  nook,  with  the  table  set  for  two, 
and  plenty  of  sunshine — in  fact,  the  whole 
house  is  sunny,  and  the  blind  enjoy  that, 
and  the  flowers  and  shrubs  and  birds 
around  the  windows. 

For  cooking,  there  is  a  gas  stove,  with 
pilot  lights  for  the  burners  and  oven,  and 
the  sightless  cook  holds  her  fingers  over 
each  burner,  as  she  turns  it  on,  to  be  sure 
that  the  gas  has  ignited.  Between  some 
sighted  women,  wdio  go  rattling  ahead, 
and  often  suffer  a  burn,  and  this  blind 
girl,  with  her  habit  of  doing  everything 
by  touch,  the  odds  against  being  burned 
are  mostly  in  favor  of  the  blind  house- 
keeper. An  industrial  safety  expert  would 
praise  Evelyn's  technique,  because  it  is 
just  about  the  Davy  Crockett  technique 
that  he  is  constantly  trying  to  teach 
workers  in  factories :  Be  sure  you're 
right — and  then  be  sure  you're  right ! 

You  should  see  Evelyn  thread  a  needle, 
to  realize  that  those  without  eyesight 
can  be  just  as  clever  and  resourceful  as 
those  who  go  through  the  world  with 
their  eyes.  She  does  it  with  the  sensitive 
tip  of  her  tongue.  The  thread  is  looped, 
and  placed  on  her  tongue,  and  then  the 
eye  of  the  smallest  needle  is  located,  and 
the  thread  slipped  in— and  it  isn't  a  trick 
needle,  either. 

"How  did  you  learn  that?"  we  ask,  and 
she   says  it  is  one  of  the  things  taught 
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blind  children  in  the  Los  Angeles  public 
schools. 

As  a  baby,  Evelyn  was  left  in  charge 
of  an  aunt,  and  this  aunt,  who  has  a  knack 
at  teaching,  brought  her  up  as  nearly  like 
a  sighted  child  as  possible. 

While  Evelyn  was  still  a  tiny  tad,  her 
aunt  taught  her  how  to  cook,  bake  and 
keep  house. 

"Now  I  am  going  to  make  biscuits,"  sh« 
would  say,  to  little  Evelyn,  "and  you'd 
better  watch  me,  so  that  you  will  know 
how  to  do  it." 

The  flour,  and  salt  and  shortening  and 
baking  powder  and  milk  would  be  laid 
out,  and  the  biscuits  mixed  and  cut,  with 
the  little  girl  following  every  step,  until 
they  were  popped  into  the  oven  and  baked 
a  nice  golden  brown.  Yes,  she  even 
learned  by  sense  of  smell  to  know  when 
biscuits  were  nicely  browned.  And  so 
with  cake,  pies,  preserves — the  Lee  family 
lives  well. 

All  the  kitchen  things  are  kept  in  their 
exact  places,  and  supplies  in  the  cup- 
boards are  arranged  so  they  cannot  get 
lost.  Even  a  sighted  cook  can  smell 
coffee,  or  onions,  and  shape,  size,  texture 
and  other  indications  help  the  blind 
housewife.  But  when  it  comes  to  canned 
foods,  in  tins  the  same  size  and  shape,  and 
you  want  soup  in  a  hurry,  and  open 
peaches  instead,  as  Evelyn  did  the  other 
day — is  your  face  red  ! 

The  grocery  boy  reads  off  the  labels 
when  he  brings  canned  stuff,  and  Evelyn 
marks  the  cans  with  labels  in  raised  let- 
ters, written  on  her  Braille  slate.  When 
new  linen  or  furniture  is  bought,  or  a  new 
radio,  the  new  gadgets  have  to  be  learned. 
But  a  blind  housewife,  going  by  touch, 
gets  the  hang  of  new  gadgets  as  quickly 
as  a  sighted  person. 

Evelyn  is  a  product  of  a  particular  way 
of  education  for  those  blind  from  the 
cradle.  Instead  of  going  away  to  an  in- 
stitution for  the  blind,  her  aunt  sent  her 
to  the  Thirty-Second  street  grammar  pub- 
lic school,  and  kept  her  at  home,  attend- 
ing to  her  household  training. 

Los  Angeles  is  one  of  the  few  cities 
where,  as  yet,  blind  children  are  brought 
into  classes  of  sighted  youngsters,  and  en- 
couraged to  come  as  close  to  them  as 
possible  in  play  and  friendship. 

This  method  of  education  gives  a  more 
normal  life  than  that  of  an  institution, 
and  specialists  in  education  for  the  blind 
frankly   say  so.    The   institution   has   its 


advantages,  of  course,  because  it  can 
teach  special  vocations  to  help  the  blind 
earn  a  living.  In  Los  Angeles,  the  blind 
pupil  may  go  on  to  the  Polytechnic  high 
school,  where  specialized  training  is 
available,  though  not  adapted  to  blind 
pupils — for  that,  it  seems  to  be  necessary 
to  gather  blind  children  in  institutions 
that  draw  from  a  whole  state,  because  the 
proportion  of  blind  is  small. 

However,  this  is  a  knotty  educational 
problem. 

If  the  census  taker  came  to  Evelyn's 
door,  he  would  immediately  put  her  down 
as  a  "housewife."  That  is  the  vocation 
she  eventually  adopted.  The  system  of 
education  by  which  she  was  trained  has 
graduated  a  competent  practitioner. 
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WE  DO  OUR  PART 


WE  DO  OUR  PART 

Falling  in  line  with  the  Administration, 
and  backing  up  President  Roosevelt  in  his 
plan  for  National  Recovery, 
the  Braille  Institute  of 
America,  Inc.,  and  its  print- 
ing department,  the  Univer- 
sal Braille  Press,  have  sub- 
scribed to  the  President's 
code. 

Under  its  provision  the  employees  of 
the  press  are  now  working  thirty-five 
hours  a  week  and  the  employees  of  the 
institute  forty  hours  a  week.  This  reduc- 
tion in  hours  will,  eventually,  it  is  be- 
lieved, provide  a  number  of  openings  for 
blind  and  sighted  people  in  our  organiza- 
tion. 

In  reducing  the  number  of  hours  the 
provisions  of  the  code  requiring  that 
wages  be  maintained  at  their  former  level 
were  followed,  the  employees  of  the  press 
receiving  the  same  weekly  pay  check  for 
thirty-five  hours  as  they  formerly  re- 
ceived for  forty  hours. 


New  Zealand  Carries  On 

While  times  are  hard  in  New  Zealand, 
and  Government  support  has  been  with- 
drawn from  institutions  for  the  blind, 
still  the  public  continues  to  purchase  the 
products  of  blind  people,  and  these  are 
the  main  support  of  institutions  like  the 
New  Zealand  Institute  for  the  Blind,  at 
Auckland.  Clutha  N.  Mackenzie,  director 
of  that  institution,  writes  us  that  in  spite 
of  money  shortage  he  is  building  a  new 
home  for  28  elderly  blind  men,  a  pleasant 
sunny  building,  and  the  work  is  helpful 
in  relieving  unemployment. 
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Braille  Literature  at  the  Chicago  Fair 

Our  Books  and  Magazines  Figure  in  Five  Dif- 
ferent  Exhibits   at   the    Century    of    Progress 

By  J.  ROBERT  ATKINSON 


Af  the  Century  of  Progress  World's 
Fair,  in  Chicago,  the  Braille  Institute 
of  America  and  its  printing  depart- 
ment, the  Universal  Braille  Press,  are 
well  represented.  On  the  homeward  trip, 
from  attending  a  national  convention  on 
work  for  the  blind,  held  in  Richmond, 
Virginia,  representatives  of  the  Braille 
Institute,  including  myself,  were  de- 
lighted to  find  the  Institute's  works  wide- 
ly exhibited. 

Entering  the  Fair  Grounds,  the  first 
display  we  visited  was  the  Time-Fortune 
Building.  Here,  in  a  very  conspicuous 
place,  in  their  bright,  attractive  colors  of 
gold  and  blue,  were  seen  "The  Braille 
Mirror,"  and  "March  of  Events."  the  In- 
stitute's two  Braille  monthlies. 

Here,  also,  was  seen  even  the  specimen 
number  of  our  "New  Moon"  magazine,  a 
periodical  soon  to  be  launched  in  the 
Moon  type  for  the  blind.  Its  green  cover 
blended  harmoniously  with  the  gold  and 
blue  dresses  of  the  Braille  monthlies. 

This  Moon  magazine  is  the  first  publi- 
cation in  that  type  ever  printed  in  Amer- 
ica. The  type  was  designed  by  Dr.  Wil- 
liam Moon,  of  Brighton,  England,  in 
1847,  for  the  special  use  of  elderly  blind 
men  and  women  who  find  it  difficult  to 
master  Braille.  Thousands  of  volumes  of 
Moon  literature  are  circulated  in  the 
United  States  annually,  all  of  which  have 
been  printed  in  England.  Workers  for  the 
blind  in  this  country  welcome  the  an- 
nouncement that  now,  through  the  pro- 
gressive policy  of  the  Braille  Institute, 
such  literature  may  be  printed  in  America. 

It  is  through  the  courtesy  of  Time.  In- 
corporated, publishers  of  "Time"  and 
"Fortune,"  that  our  embossed  magazines 
are  displayed  at  this  exhaustive,  colorful 
magazine  exhibit,  sponsored  by  them. 
*     *     + 

Reaving  the  Time-Fortune  Building,  we 
visited  the  Hall  of  Religion.  Absorbed 
with  the  wonderful  exhibits  there,  we 
were  wending  our  way  through  the  Hall, 
with   no  thought  of  finding  more  of  our 


publications  displayed,  when  lo !  as  by 
magic,  we  came  across  the  wonderful  and 
illuminating  exhibit  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  where  conspicuously  placed  was 
the  Braille  literature,  all  of  which  had 
been  printed  on  our  presses,  under  con- 
tract, for  the  Board  of  Missions  to  Deaf 
and  Blind  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Synod  of  Missouri,  Ohio  and  other  states. 
Probably  because  the  attendant  in  charge 
saw  that  I,  myself,  was  without  sight,  he 
began  at  once  to  explain  "The  Lutheran 
Messenger  for  the  Blind,"  a  free  Braille 
monthly. 

Listening  attentively,  we  were  then 
shown  the  Braille  edition  of  "Luther's 
Small  Catechism,"  by  William  Dalhnan, 
"The  Life  of  Dr.  Martin  Luther,"  ar- 
ranged by  Rev.  A.  H.  Kuntz,  editor  of  the 
Lutheran  Messenger  for  the  Blind,  a 
volume  of  100  evangelical  hymns  with 
Braille  musical  notations,  and  some  other 
Braille  works — all  printed  under  contract 


The  outstanding  figure  in  the  blind's 
past  century  of  progress — Louis  Braille, 
inventor  of  the  Braille  system. 

— Courtesy    American    Foundation 
for  the  Blind 
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by  the  Braille  Institute's  printing  depart- 
ment. 

Proceeding"  onward  in  this  great  hall  of 
many  exhibits,  marking  the  spiritual  ad- 
vancement of  the  human  race,  we  soon 
came  across  the  exhibit  displayed  by  the 
Christian  Science  Church.  "The  First 
Church  of  Christ,  Scientist,"  in  Boston, 
Massachusetts.  Much  to  our  surprise, 
here  was  found  more  Braille  literature, 
that  was  printed  on  our  presses,  under 
contract  for  the  Trustees  under  the  Will 
of  Mary  Baker  Eddy,  such  as  the  Braille 
edition  of  the  Christian  Science  textbook, 
"Science  and  Health,  with  Key  to  the 
Scriptures,"  "Unity  of  Good,"  "No  and 
Yes,"  "Rudimental  Divine  Science,"  "Re- 
trospection and  Introspection," — all  by 
Mary  Baker  Eddy.  This  exhibit  also  in- 
cluded "The  Christian  Science  Bible  Les- 
sons," monthly  Braille  edition,  and  the 
Braille  edition  of  "The  Christian  Science 
Herald,"  printed  by  us  under  contract  for 
the  Christian  Science  Publishing  Society. 

To  find  these,  and  the  other  works  ex- 
hibited, all  of  which  had  been  printed  on 
our  press,  made  us  feel  quite  at  home  in 
this  great  metropolis,  and  quite  compli- 
mented too  that  our  work  was  thus  listed 
in  this  Century  of  Progress  display. 


Had  this  been  all,  it  would  have  been 
quite  enough  to  satisfy,  but  there  was 
more  yet  to  come.  Leaving  the  Hall  of 
Religion,  we  finally  visited  the  Federal 
Building.  In  the  display  of  the  Library 
of  Congress,  we  were  gratified  to  find 
that  the  only  Braille  book  exhibited  bore 
the  imprint  of  the  Braille  Institute's  print- 
ing department.  The  book  was  "John 
Adams,"  by  John  T.  Morse.  Jr.  It  had 
been  explained  to  me,  while  at  the  Li- 
brary of  Congress,  in  Washington,  a  week 
previous,  that  the  book  had  been  selected, 
quite  impersonally,  because  of  its  artistic 
binding  and  good  workmanship. 

We  were  also  aware  that  our  magazines 
were  exhibited,  as  Time,  Incorporated, 
had  invited  us  to  send  them  for  the  pur- 
pose. But  the  other  material  displayed, 
which  issued  from  our  press,  came  as  a 
very  happy  surprise.  Another  pleasant 
surprise  in  this  connection  was,  that  the 
attendant  in  charge  of  the  Time-Fortune 
display  greeted  us  as  friends.  He  had 
visited  our  institution  a  year  ago,  while  a 
resident  of  Los  Angeles,  though  we  did 
not  know  that  he  was  now  associated  with 
Time,  Incorporated. 

In    the    Graphic    Arts    Division    of   the 


General  Exhibits  Building  we  later  came 
across  another  book  published  by  the 
Braille  Institute.  This  work,  "The  Lay- 
man's Legal  Guide,"  by  Francis  Marshall, 
published  in  five  Braille  volumes,  was  in- 
cluded in  the  exhibit  of  Funk  &  Wagnalls 
Company,  without  our  knowledge.  The 
reprinting  permit  for  it  had  been  granted 
free  by  that  company,  whose  generosity 
in  this  respect  has  made  possible  the 
Brailling  of  many  good  books,  of  which 
they  are  the  original  publishers  and  copy- 
right owners. 

While  in  Chicago,  we  were  told  that  the 
stage  was  fully  set  for  an  exhibit  of  the 
Atkinson  Model  stereotyping  machine, 
sold  to  the  Chicago  Public  Library  two 
years  ago.  This  machine  might  be  called 
a  Braille  lin-o-type,  for  on  it  the  plates 
are  made  from  which  the  printing  is  done. 
The  exhibitors  intended  to  have  it  actual- 
ly in  operation,  by  a  blind  stereotypist, 
but  through  no  fault  of  theirs  the  plan 
failed  after  all  preparation  had  been  made. 
From  an  educational  viewpoint,  and  as  a 
novelty  as  well,  such  a  demonstration 
would  have  been  well  worth  while.  We 
find  that  comparatively  few  persons  have 
any    conception    how    Braille    books    are 

made. 

*     *     * 

It  is  naturally  very  gratifying  to  the 
officials  and  members  of  the  Braille  Insti- 
tute of  America,  Inc.,  that  its  works  in  the 
field  of  Braille  literature  merited  such 
recognition  in  this  Century  of  Progress 
World's  Fair.  But  more  gratifying  still, 
to  them,  and  to  many  others  engaged  in 
welfare  work  for  the  blind,  is  the  fact  that 
the  blind  themselves  are  gradually  com- 
ing into  their  own,  that  their  cause  is  one 
worthy  of  public  recognition  and  sup- 
port, and  that  its  advancement  and  spon- 
sorship has  now  gained  a  place  in  the 
march  of  progress. 

The  Braille  Institute  of  America,  in 
championing-  the  ability  of  the  blind,  as- 
serts unqualifiedly :  "Give  the  blind  a 
chance,  help  them  to  rehabilitate  them- 
selves, and  many  of  them  will  show  by 
their  works  that  they  are  self-respecting, 
resourceful  citizens,  who  can  support 
themselves,  and  who  are  not  looking  for 
sickly  charity  or  pity." 

In  behalf  of  all  who  are  heroically  bat- 
tling with  the  handicap  of  physical  blind- 
ness, the  Braille  Institute  expresses  pro- 
found thanks  to  the  institutions  which 
are  responsible  for  these  exhibits  at  the 
Century  of  Progress  World's  Fair. 


k  ItTTTlTirTI  I 


LIGHT 


August-September,  1933 


It's  Tough  to  Be  a  Blind  Greenhorn 

The  World   Seems   Doubly   Hard-Boiled  to 
the    Sightless   Student    from    an    Institution 

By  CARLYLE  HOADLEY 


To  gain  practical  experience,  after  his 
musical  education,  this  blind  pianist  did 
the  chores  in  a  music  store. 


THE  blind  often  struggle  under  a 
double  handicap.  Besides  lack  of 
physical  sight,  they  have  to  conquer 
the  tough  old  world  of  every  day  people, 
after  finishing  their  education  at  a  special 
institution. 

It  is  the  "fresh-out-of-college"  student, 
in  another  form,  with  the  handicap  of 
blindness  added  to  inexperience,  shyness, 
scarcity  of  friends  and  connections. 

Alfred  Kloess  was  such  a  "greenhorn," 
and  his  story  will  give  sighted  people  an 
idea  of  this  extra  handicap  of  the  blind. 

As  far  back  as  he  can  remember,  Al- 
fred O.  Kloess  wanted  to  be  a  concert 
pianist.  Even  before  he  lost  his  sight,  as 
a  schoolboy,  the  desire  was  so  strong  that 
he  worked  hard  at  piano  practice — which 
is  proof  enough  to  anybody  who  knows 
boys. 

When  he  was  seven,  it  was  discovered 
that  this  boy's  eyes  were  not  strong,  and 
he  was  put  under  medical  care,  but  with- 
out betterment.  Gradually  his  eyesight 
was  disappearing,  and  therefore  he  was 
sent  to  the  California  State  School  for  the 
Blind,  at  Berkeley,  where  along  with  the 
usual  studies  he  took  up  music. 
,  When  he  was  fourteen,  his  family 
moved  to  Colorado,  and  he  went  to  the 


school  for  the  blind  at  Colorado  Springs. 
While  playing  outdoors  at  this  institu- 
tion, he  was  struck  in  one  eye  with  a 
snowball,  thrown  by  a  companion,  and 
the  accident,  which  might  not  have  meant 
anything  serious  to  a  boy  with  normal 
eyes,  led  to  complete  loss  of  sight.  When 
the  family  moved  back  to  California,  a 
little  later,  his  institutional  education  was 
finished  at  Berkeley. 

And  then  came  the  adjustment  period, 
"fresh-out-of-college,"  from  the  institu- 
tion to  the  real  world,  the  idealistic  youth 
with     his     diploma,     bucking     practical 

affairs. 

*     *     * 

His'  first  step  was  to  try  teaching  piano, 
when  he  came  to  live  in  Los  Angeles.  But 
he  did  not  know  how  to  go  about  it,  and 
in  fact  there  seems  to  be  no  way  to  go 
about  it,  even  for  a  sighted  teacher,  ex- 
cept to  open  a  studio,  and  wait  for  pupils 
to  come,  and  tell  other  pupils  how  capable 
you  are.  One  year  was  spent  in  this  at- 
tempt. It  brought  very  few  pupils,  and 
no  greater  knowledge  of  the  world. 

Somewhat  discouraged  by  this  thin 
time,  but  resolved  to  overcome  his  handi- 
cap of  greenness,  young  Kloess  canvassed 
Los  Angeles  piano  stores,  offering  to  tune 
pianos  free  of  charge,  simply  for  the  ex- 
perience it  would  bring  him.  At  the 
Berkeley  school,  among  other  things,  he 
had  taken  a  regular  course  in  piano- 
tuning.  He  was  willing  to  do  anything 
to  gain  a  foothold  in  the  world. 

"Before  I  had  visited  many  stores,"  he 
says,  "I  found  a  proprietor  who  was  will- 
ing to  take  me  up,  and  to  my  surprise,  on 
reporting  for  work,  I  was  told  that  the 
store  could  not  hire  a  steady  tuner,  be- 
cause there  was  not  enough  work  to  keep 
one  busy,  but  that  if  I  would  keep  the 
instruments  in  good  condition,  I  would 
be  paid  a  dollar  a  day. 

"That  seemed  almost  too  good  to  be 
true  !  When  I  started  work,  I  found  that 
I  needed  experience.  It  took  me  too  long 
to  tune  a  piano. 

"Three  years  were  spent  at  this  store, 
with  some  little  increase  in  pay,  and  as  I 
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look  back  now,  I  can  see  that  I  was  very 
much  underpaid  for  the  service  I  ren- 
dered. However,  I  was  grateful  then,  and 
am  still  grateful  for  the  experience  it  gave 
me.  I  was  timid  and  awkward  in  deal- 
ing with  people,  and  felt  a  sense  of  separa- 
tion from  those  who  could  see,  and  of 
course  they  felt  a  sense  of  separation  too, 
because  very  often  they  had  never  met  a 
blind  person. 

"This  particular  store  was  the  one  place 
to  give  me  the  contacts  and  practice  I 
needed.  As  the  store  did  not  employ  any 
other  help  most  of  the  time,  I  had  to  wait 
on  customers  in  the  absence  of  the  pro- 
prietor, who  was  frequently  out.  When  a 
customer  rented  or  bought  a  piano,  there 
were  contracts  to  fill  out,  and  it  took  di- 
plomacy to  persuade  strangers  to  sign 
their  names  to  blank  contracts,  which 
would  be  filled  in  later  by  the  proprietor. 
As  I  could  not  tell  the  denomination  of 
paper  money,  I  had  to  collect  payments 
with  the  understanding  that  receipts 
would  be  given  them  later,  and  that  gave 
plenty  of  plain  business  dealing  with 
people. 

"This  store  did  a  large  rental  business, 
and  had  many  pianos  to  be  looked  after 
in  customers'  homes.  So  it  was  necessary 
for  me  to  go  out  on  tuning  calls  in  all 
parts  of  the  city.  I  was  not  yet  accus- 
tomed to  going  around  alone,  and  had 
practically  no  acquaintance  with  the  city, 
but  there  were  the  trips  to  be  made,  and 
I  soon  overcame  my  inexperience,  finding 
my  way  about  all  over  town." 

After  three  years,  Kloess  took  a  vaca- 
tion, and  it  was  like  the  mail  carrier's 
holiday,  because  he  undertook  to  tune  a 
few  pianos  on  his  own  account.  In  two 
days,  he  earned  more  than  a  week's 
wages,  and  that  led  him  to  give  up  the 
store  job,  and  begin  boldly  for  himself,  as 
a  free-lance  piano  tuner. 

Having  more  spare  time  on  his  hands, 
he  decided  to  continue  his  musical  educa- 
tion, and  entered  the  Los  Angeles  Con- 
servatory of  Music  and  Arts,  where  he 
took  a  three-year  course. 

About  a  year  after  beginning  business 
for  himself,  he  was  instrumental  in  point- 
ing out  to  the  Los  Angeles  Board  of  Edu- 
cation the  desirability  of  giving  blind 
children  piano  lessons  in  connection  with 
their  regular  school  work.  The  board  had 
lately  organized  a  day  class  for  the  blind 
children  in  one  of  the  city  schools.  Kloess 
was  given  the  position  of  teacher  in  this 
new  field. 

At  the  outset,  the  class  was  small,  and 


required  only  two  days  a  week,  so  he 
continued  his  piano  tuning  business.  Also, 
his  work  as  a  teacher  of  the  blind  soon 
led  to  his  securing  sighted  pupils.  The 
special  blind  class  in  Los  Angeles  public 
schools  soon  justified  itself,  and  as  this 
work  grew,  more  and  more  of  the  blind 
teacher's  time  was  required.  Eventually 
he  was  devoting  all  his  time  to  public 
school  work,  and  gave  up  the  tuning  busi- 
ness, turning  customers  over  to  other 
schoolmates  who  had  equipped  them- 
selves for  that  work. 

*     *     * 

Mr.  Kloess  is  very  enthusiastic  about 
the  plan  of  educating  blind  children  with 
seeing  children  in  the  public  schools.  He 
maintains  that  it  eliminates  much  of  the 
feeling  on  the  part  of  the  blind  that  they 
are  a  different  sort  of  individual  from 
others,  and  it  also  illustrates  to  the  see- 
ing that  the  only  difference  between  a 
blind  person  and  one  who  sees  is,  that  one 
has  physical  vision,  and  the  other  has  not. 
Otherwise,  their  inclinations,  ambitions, 
capabilities  and  pleasures  are  just  as 
widely  diversified  as  in  any  other  group 
of  individuals. 

Every  year,  the  Kloess  pupils  take  part 
in  a  piano  recital  to  which  other  children 
in  the  school  are  invited,  and  these  annual 
programs  are  always  helpful  and  happy 
occasions. 


Teaching  the  Blind  to  Smile 

Smiling  for  politeness'  sake,  and  showing 
concern  for  others'  misfortunes,  is  a  language 
of  which  the  blind  know  very  little,  because  they 
are  unable  to  observe  facial  expression,  reports 
a  French  scientist,  who  has  been  studying  the 
quiet,  often  apathetic  faces  of  French  blind  peo- 
ple, and  whose  findings  are  reported  in  the 
"Journal  of  the  American  Braille  Press." 

Georges  Dumas  was  studying  the  social  art 
of  "looking  pleasant,"  and  he  found  that  the 
blind  did  not  know  how  their  faces  change  in 
emotion,  or  how  to  produce  facial  expressions 
at  will. 

One  blind  man,  accustomed  to  self-analysis, 
said:  "I  know  perfectly  well  what  you  ask  me, 
but  I  do  not  know  how  joy,  sorrow  or  anger 
are  expressed  on  my  face." 

The  same  man  said  that  he  did  not  feel  that 
his  happy,  laughing  face  was  different  from  his 
face  when  sad. 

M.  Dumas  attributes  the  absence  of  mimicry 
in  blind  people  to  their  inability  to  observe 
other  people  and  to  imitate  their  expressions. 
Before  his  study  of  the  blind,  he  said  he  had 
thought  it  likely  that  human  beings  learn 
mimicry  by  a  different  method  from  imitating 
others.  He  had  speculated  "that  we  imitate 
voluntarily  in  our  own  spontaneous  expression 
after  becoming  conscious  of  it  through  our  own 
muscular  and  cutaneous  sensibility." 
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For  the  Blind,  According  to  Their  Needs 

What  the  Blind  Lack  Most,  in  Each  Community, 
That    the    Lions'    Clubs    Seek    to    Provide 


AS  far  back  as  1927.  the  Lions'  Club 
of  Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  took  the 
i  lead  in  having  free  optometrical 
examinations  given,  and  free  eyeglasses 
supplied,  to  school  children  of  that  city, 
and  Wake  County,  where  the  children 
were  unable  to  pay  for  this  much-needed 
attention. 

Through  the  co-operation  of  the  local 
county  charity  organization,  and  by  di- 
rect aid  in  financing  the  work,  approxi- 
mately 400  children  with  defective  sight 
have  been  fitted  with  glasses  in  six  years, 
and  teachers  have  reported  that  pupils 
thought  to  be  backward  have  immediately 
shown  improvement  in  their  school  work. 
During  the  past  year,  164  pair  of  glasses 
have  been  furnished. 

This  work  was  undertaken  largely 
through  the  interest  of  Louis  M.  Smith, 
a  well-known  Raleigh  business  man,  and 
leader  in  the  Lions'  activities,  and  he  has 
said  that  it  is  his  chief  reason  for  belong- 
ing to  the  organization.  Mr.  Smith  has 
been  keenly  interested  in  public  health 
work,  and  is  a  leader  in  the  Parent- 
Teacher  association.  He  secured  the  co- 
operation of  teachers  and  school  nurses, 
and  at  first  the  Raleigh  club  met  the  en- 
tire expense  of  glasses  for  city  children. 
However,  when  the  work  was  extended  to 
the  county,  and  depression  came,  it  was 
necessary  to  arrange  for  assistance 
through  the  Reconstruction  Finance  Cor- 
poration. 

Somewhere  around  1,000  Lions'  Clubs, 
the  number  varying  from  time  to  time, 
are  engaged  in  activities  to  help  the  blind, 
and  prevent  blindness  by  timely  opto- 
metrical attention. 

The  safeguarding  of  eyesight  is  the 
largest  activity,  rated  by  the  number  of 
clubs  reporting  at  the  recent  convention 
of  the  Lions'  International,  held  at  St. 
Louis,  for  324  clubs  supply  eyeglasses, 
63  provide  optical  treatment,  and  21 
finance  eye  operations. 

But  the  Lions  are  doing  a  splendidly 
varied  work  for  the  betterment  of  the 
actual  blind,  as  shown  in  the  following 
figures   from    the    convention    report,   the 


numerals  indicating  the  number  of  clubs 
carrying  on  each  activity  : 

Financial  aid  to  destitute  blind 27 

Providing  wearing  apparel  for  blind 37 

Operating  clinics  13 

Conducting  eyesight  surveys  9 

Published  Braille  books 2 

Eyesight  conservation  campaigns  4 

Established  workshops  for  blind  3 

Equipped  workshops  1 

Secured   pensions   for   blind   persons 2 

Supplied  Braille  reading  29 

Conducted  sightsaving  classes  2 

Conducted  sales  of  blindcraft  work 12 

Established  blind  persons  in  business 9 

Provided  employment  for  blind 3 

Organized  blind  welfare  associations 2 

Sponsored   educational  weeks   for  blind 1 

Assisted  in  educational  weeks  3 

Supervised  canteens  operated  by  blind 1 

Financed  vocational  training  of  blind 11 

Placed    blind    children    in    schools 12 

Established  summer  camps  for  blind 1 

Financed  summer  vacations  for  blind 6 

Staged  entertainment  with  blind  talent 11 

Purchased    typewriters    for   blind S 

Purchased  radios  for  blind 7 

Engaged   nurses  and  teachers 2 

Transportation  for  blind 37 

Furnished  glass  eyes  16 

Created  blind  welfare  funds 9 

Outings,  entertainments   for  blind 39 

Contributions  to  blind  funds 31 

Candy  and  gum  machines   for  blind 2 

Furnished  white  canes  71 

Repaired   eyeglasses    14 

Repaired  radios  for  blind 7 

Aided  blind  in  selling  merchandise 14 

Free  teaching  Braille  reading  and  writing 1 

Organized  social  clubs  for  blind 1 

Free  theaters  for  blind  1 

Purchased  "Seeing  Eye"  dogs  1 


Blind   at   Hollywood   Bowl 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  Hollywood 
Howl  carried  on  with  great  difficulty  the 
past  summer,  and  for  a  time  it  appeared 
as  though  there  might  be  no  "Symphonies 
Under  the  Stars"  for  1933,  the  manage- 
ment did  not  forget  the  blind. 

For  sightless  music-lovers,  unable  to 
pay  the  moderate  admission,  season  tick- 
ets were  provided  for  distribution  by  the 
Braille  Institute  of  America,  and  without 
limitation  as  to  the  number  that  might  be 
required.  Through  this  gift,  hundreds  of 
admissions  were  distributed  to  blind  per- 
sons who  love  music,  many  of  whom  are 
musicians  themselves. 
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THE  BLIND  LOVER 

By  Ben  Field 

(Courtesy   "Every    Woman   Magazine") 

Earth  knew  him  as  her  botanist, 

A  king  among  the  flowers; 
Then  o'er  his   eyes   came   blinding  mist 

And  darkened  were  his  hours. 

A  sweet  and  lovely  girl  was  she, 

Inspired  by  joy  and  song, 
With  pity  quick  for  those  in  pain, 

And  tears  for  want  and  wrong. 

One  day,  as  was  her  habit  kind, 
She  brought  in   radiant  bloom, 

The    fairest    flowers    that    she    could    find 
To  banish  care  and  gloom. 

The  nurses  white  went  to  and  fro, 
The  matron's  voice  was  kind: 

"Here  child!  with  thy  fair  roses  go 
To  him  who  now  is  blind. 

"So  shall  the  angels  give  thee  pay 

For  charity  of  thine, 
Go!  take  to  him  this  fairest  ray 

Of  happiness  divine." 

She  entered  then  the  darkened  room, 

With  eager,  hurrying  feet; 

A  man  arose  within  the  gloom, 

Oh  heavenly  smile  and  sweet 

That  lit  his  face! 

He  seized  the  flowers! 

With  rapid  pace 

He  reached  the  sash 

And  threw  it  wide! 

The  thing  was  rash, 

But  held  he  not  his  hand! 

He  saw!  the  light  of  day 

Was  in  his  eyes,  the  hours 

That  science  took  to  cut  and  brand, 

The  weary  length  of  night, 

Were  gone. 

And  here  were  flowers, 

His  flowers,  his  goal, 

And  dawn, 

Fair  dawn  again  of  sight. 

He  faced  the  girl 

And  clasped  her  in  his  arms; 

He  kissed  her  till  delight 

Made  radiant  all  her  charms. 

Then  quick  and  glad 

To  see  pure  love  light  up  his  face, 

She  helped  him  place 

The  roses  in  the  rays  of  light 

And   murmured,   to   relieve   her  plight: 

"God's   love   knows   only   perfect    sight." 


Salesmanship  and  the  keeping  of  a  small  shop 
are  suitable  occupations  for  blind  persons  who 
have  a  good  resistance  to  the  idea  of  failure, 
and  ability  to  keep  going  after  setbacks. 


The  blind  enjoy  being  in  a  crowd,  with  a  see- 
ing companion,  and  thus  ideal  entertainment 
for  them  is  the  motor  or  trolley  trip,  the  picnic 
and  the  beach,  anywhere  outdoors,  and  amid 
activity. 


How  One   Blind  Man   Sees  the  World 

"Blind  Tommy"  is  a  familiar  figure  in 
North  Cumberland,  England,  going  about 
by  himself  so  confidently  that  it  has  been 
said,  "If  you  were  lost  here,  Blind  Tommy 
could  easily  take  you  home." 

Tommy  Foster  is  an  organist,  with  hun- 
dreds of  compositions  memorized,  and 
has  played  twenty-one  years  in  a  church. 
He  is  also  a  traveling  salesman  of  tea, 
perfumes  and  other  specialities,  support- 
ing a  wife  and  three  children.  He  has 
been  blind   from   babyhood. 

But  one  of  the  best  things  he  does  is 
lecture  for  charity  on  "How  a  Blind  Man 
Sees  the  World,"  and  a  stranger  who 
lately  took  a  ride  with  him,  got  a  free 
demonstration. 

"I  took  him  for  a  car  ride,"  says  this 
observer,  "and  was  astonished  at  his 
knowledge  of  the  buildings  we  passed. 
He  knew  when  we  went  through  a  gate, 
and  that  it  was  a  cow  that  caused  a  quick 
pull  up.  He  told  me  where  a  wrecked 
ship  was  lying,  saying  he  knew  by  the  dif- 
ference in  sound,  and  when  I  lit  my  pipe, 
he  remarked  that  it  needed  filling — 'I 
could  hear  your  pipe  whistle,'  he  ex- 
plained. 

"His  pleasures  take  the  form  of  motor- 
bus  rides  to  see  the  country,  and  so  he 
has  a  free  pass  for  the  buses.  One  day 
he  walked  into  the  bus  garage  and  said 
he  had  come  to  see  the  different  jobs 
going  on,  and  followed  the  work  so  closely 
that  it  was  clear  he  knew  motor 
mechanism. 

"As  we  were  going  home,  a  car  passed 
us,  and  he  remarked,  "That's  a  nice  little 
car !'  and  gave  his  reasons  for  thinking 
so,  all  based  on  acute  hearing,  memory 
and  reasoning. 

"Tommy  Foster's  best  lecture  is 
himself !" 


The  blind  want  advertising  in  their  magazines 
chiefly  to  help  find  employment. 


Why  the  Blind  Have  a  Sense  of  Humor 

The  blind  girls  in  Australia's  institutional 
schools  have  a  keen  sense  of  humor,  and  love  to 
pretend  that  they  are  perfectly  normal,  says 
Dr.  Isabel  Randall-Collyer,  in  the  "Mid-Pacific 
Magazine." 

"I  know  more  than  once  I  have  been  tricked 
into  answering  a  sudden  call  of  'Quick,  come 
here,  look  out  of  this  window,  now  isn't  that  a 
lovely  view?  .  .  .  don't  you  adore  those  little 
yachts  on  the  harbor,'  or  something  like  that. 
They  become  so  perfectly  natural  that  often  one 
forgets  entirely  their  handicap,  and  this  pleases 
them  most  of  all;  they  like  to  forget  it  too." 
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Showing  Braille  Bible  Improvements 

A  Reception  Given  to  Demonstrate  Braille  Advances 
Made     in     Producing     Bibles    for    the     Blind 


FOR  sometime  past  it  has  been  the 
custom  of  the  Braille  Bible  Society 
to  hold  an  open  house  reception  to 
further  acquaint  the  public  with  what 
blind  people  can  do  professionally  and  in- 
dustrially when  properly  trained  and 
given  a  chance ;  and  on  these  occasions 
members  and  friends  are  also  given  an  op- 
portunity to  see  how  Braille  Bibles  are 
printed. 

At  a  recent  reception  a  short  musical 
program  was  given  by  blind  artists  fea- 
turing Calvin  Hendricks,  Atwater-Kent 
prize  winner  for  1929,  and  little  Betty 
Laureine  Clarke.  Blind  readers  demon- 
strated the  art  of  reading  through  the 
sense  of  touch.  The  compactness  of  the 
Bible  printed  on  both  sides  of  the  page, 
over  older  editions,  was  demonstrated. 

Joseph  Wright,  chairman  for  the  eve- 
ning, introduced  the  president  of  the  So- 
ciety, Herman  O.  Meyer,  who  welcomed 
the  guests  and  gave  a  very  comprehensive 
talk  on  the  object  and  purpose  of  the 
Society. 

Braille  Bible  Society,  Inc.,  is  a  non- 
profit, non-sectarian  corporation,  organ- 
ized exclusively  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
tributing the  King  James  Version  of  the 
Bible  in  Braille  free  to  the  blind,  or  at 
prices  they  can  afford  to  pay.  With  the 
aid  of  philanthropy,  the  Society  has  been 
able  to  send  various  portions  of  the  Bible, 
which  comprises  21  volumes  in  Braille,  to 
blind  readers  all  over  the  world,  regard- 
less of  creed  or  religion. 

Among  the  requests  recently  received 
by  the  Society  is  one  from  a  minister  of 
the  Baptist  Church  in  Australia.  This 
gentleman,  on  making  a  change  of  loca- 
tion, had  given  his  39-volume  Bible  in 
Braille  to  a  worthy  young  man,  as  he 
would  have  no  place  to  store  it.  While  he 
had  found  the  39-volume  Bible  a  very 
great  handicap,  on  account  of  its  bulk, 
yet,  as  he  says,  "you  will  realize,  too, 
that  to  a  minister  it  is  his  chiefest  tool." 

A  request  is  also  on  file  from  a  blind 
minister  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  lo- 
cated in  the  Shetland  Isles. 

The  Braille  Bible  Society's  edition  of 
the  Bible  is  much  more  compact,  because 
it  is  printed  on  both  sides  of  the  paper, 


reducing  the  complete  King  James  ver- 
sion of  the  Scripture  to  21  volumes,  16 
for  the  Old  Testament,  and  5  for  the  New 
Testament,  each  11  by  11  inches,  durably 
bound  in  black  Fabrikoid. 

On  the  bottom  line  of  each  page,  easily 
accessible  to  the  fingers  of  blind  readers, 
is  printed  the  name  of  the  Bible  book, 
with  the  chapter  and  verses  appearing  on 
that  page  and  by  a  novel  plan  of  number- 
ing the  verses  themselves,  a  Braille  reader 
can  find  any  desired  passage  easily  and 
quickly.  Blind  ministers  say  that  it  is  a 
delight  to  use  this  systematically  ar- 
ranged Bible. 

The  work  of  the  Braille  Bible  Society 
is  truly  international  and  non-sectarian, 
and  the  Bible  volumes  which  are  sold  for 
$1  apiece  to  the  blind,  cost  the  Society 
more  than  twice  that  amount. 

The  distribution  cost  of  one  Braille 
Bible  in  twenty-one  volumes  is  about 
$8  a  volume,  or  approximately  $165  com- 
plete. If  published  commercially,  the  sell- 
ing price  would  be  considerably  more. 

Obviously,  some  provision  must  be 
made  to  sustain  the  difference  between 
the  distribution  cost  and  what  the  blind 
are  able  to  pay,  if  the  blind  are  to  be 
supplied  with  Bibles.  This  is  being  ac- 
complished through  the  voluntary  con- 
tributions of  the  public.  With  the  finan- 
cial help  of  many  generous  friends  all 
over  the  world,  any  Braille  reader  can 
purchase  this  Bible  at  the  special  price  of 
$1  a  volume,  prepaid  to  any  address  in 
the  world.  If  the  blind  cannot  pay  even 
this  price,  volumes  will  be  sent  absolutely 
free.  More  Bibles  are  distributed  on  this 
basis  than  are  sold. 

Additional  funds  are  needed  to  take 
care  of  the  constantly  increasing  requests 
for  free  volumes:  of  the  Scriptures.  Con- 
tributions may  be  sent  to  the  Braille  Bible 
Society,  Inc.,  739  North  Vermont  Avenue, 
Los  Angeles,  California. 


A  club  of  eight  blind  fishermen  who  held  an 
outing  near  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan,  not  only 
baited  their  own  hooks,  and  landed  their  own 
catches,  but  caught  more  fish  than  sighted 
anglers.  Which  leads  the  editor  of  the  Phila- 
delphia Public  Ledger  to  wonder  if  blind  people 
really  do  have  some  mysterious  faculty. 
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With  35  Hens,  He  Built  a  Business 

When  this  Blind  Youth  Sought  an  Occupation,  Poultry- 
Raising   Gave    Him    His   Start   into   Chick-Hatching 


SIGHTLESS  since  childhood,  George 
H.  Hagopian,  of  Wrentham,  Massa- 
chusetts, has  developed  probably  the 
largest  Rhode  Island  Red  baby  chick 
hatchery  in  the  world,  according  to  a 
writer  in  the  Boston  Post. 

But  his  fight  against  what  seemed  at 
the  time  an  insurmountable  obstacle  has 
not  been  an  easy  one.    Twenty-two  years 


Blind  George   Hagopian  (right)  and  view  of 
cubator   lately   installed   in   his   plant   which 
people. 

ago,  when  he  came  home  to  Wrentham 
from  the  Perkins  Institution  and  Massa- 
chusetts School  for  the  Blind,  all  the  odds 
seemed  to  be  against  him. 

But  Hagopian  had  and  has  more  will 
power  than  the  average  man  and  he  set 
his  jaw  firmly  for  the  long,  up-hill  climb. 
At  first  he  did  not  know  what  to  do.  Ev- 
ery road  seemed  barred.  Then  someone 
suggested  that  he  raise  hens. 

"It  was  the  only  thing  possible  at  the 
time,"  he  said,  "and  it  seemed  to  be  one 
of  the  few  ways  open  to  me  to  make  a 
living  in  this  town." 

Today  he  has  21,500  breeders. 

He  had  only  35  hens  to  start  with  and 
practically  no  capital.  He  had  had  no 
special  training  in  poultry  raising.  But 
despite  his  blindness,  today  he  is  a  suc- 
cessful man. 


Hagopian  hires  25  men  on  his  huge, 
modern  poultry  farm.  His  spacious  pri- 
vate office,  equipped  with  a  modern  filing 
system,  his  two  private  secretaries,  all 
suggest  the  big  business  executive  rather 
than  the  ordinary  run  of  poultry  farmer. 

He  has  21,500  breeders,  all  predigreed 
and  State  blood-tested.  Some  of  these 
breeders  have  been  shipped  as  far  as  the 
Virgin  Islands. 

But  the  biggest  part  of 
his  business  has  consisted 
of  raising  and  shipping  baby 
chicks.  Last  year  he  shipped 
75,000  of  these  to  all  parts  of 
the  country  and  even  as  far 
as  Winnipeg,  Canada. 

Clifford  Pitman,  superin- 
tendent of  the  farm,  who  is 
closely  attached  to  Hago- 
pian, said  that  his  boss  has  a 
lot  of  will  power.  "And  when 
he  says  a  thing,  it  usually 
comes  out  the  way  he  pre- 
dicts," was  his  little  sidelight 
to  the  character  of  this  un- 
usual man. 

"Says  he  is  going  to  have 

30,000    breeders    next    year, 

and  if  he  says  it  I  know  that 

he  is  going  to  have  the  30,- 

000.    He   always   gets   what 

=      he  goes  after." 

He  has  just  added  a  13,000-egg  electric 

incubator    to    his    equipment.      He     has 

seven  other  hot-water  incubators. 

"He  always  adjusts  the  incubators 
himself,"  said  Pitman.  "I  read  the  ther- 
mometers, but  he  is  an  experienced  hand 
at  making  the  adjustments  and  years  of 
experience  enable  him  to  know  just  how 
it  should  be  done." 

Last  year  he  opened  his  second  farm 
on  May  street,  Wrentham,  equipped  with 
modern  two-story  breeding  pens,  grain 
houses,  oat-sprouting  bins,  automatic 
drinking  fountains  and  a  dozen  other  up- 
to-date  appliances. 

In  showing  his  visitors  about  the  farm, 
Hagopian  walked  with  a  quick,  alert 
step.  He  has  read  literature  on  poultry 
by  the  Braille  system,  which  he  learned 
at  Perkins  Institution. 


electric  in- 
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Meet  the   Blind   Piano  Tuner 

All,  or  practically  all,  of  the  blind  piano- 
tuners  in  this  part  of  the  country  are 
graduates  of  the  New  York  Institute  for 
the  Education  of  the  Blind.  Ever  since 
the  eighties,  says  the  New  Yorker,  they 
have  had  a  class  in  piano-tuning  there. 
In  that  decade  the  upright  piano  became 
popular.  This  created  a  demand  for  tun- 
ers. 

The  demand  for  piano-tuners  isn't  what 
it  was,  what  with  the  victrola,  the  radio, 
the  movies,  and  so  on,  but  the  course  is 
still  fairly  popular.  Fourteen  pupils  regis- 
tered week  before  last,  when  the  new  term 
started,  which  is  about  average.  They 
have  a  whole  floor  to  themselves,  with 
nine  small  rooms  for  individual  study 
and  practice,  and  one  large  one  where 
they  take  pianos  apart,  reassemble  them, 
and  learn  to  repair  them,  as  tuners  often 
have  to  do.  The  teacher,  Mr.  R.  J.  Har- 
vey, is  himself  totally  blind,  but  he  gets 
to  and  from  his  home  in  Brooklyn  every 
day,  by  subway,  without  incident.  He 
is  almost  sixty  now.  He  walked  across 
the  George  Washington  bridge  soon  after 
it  opened.  Thought  the  feel  of  the  ex- 
perience interesting. 

There  is  a  general  belief  that  blind  men 
make  better  tuners  than  those  who  can 
see,  but  Mr.  Harvey  says  this  isn't  true, 
except  that  blind  men  work  faster  and 
are  more  accurate,  since  they  have  less 
to  distract  them.  The  main  requirement 
of  a  good  tuner  is  a  perfect  sense  of  pitch, 
which  has  nothing  to  do  with  sight.  Sev- 
eral of  the  blind  graduates  have  won 
fame  in  their  profession,  however.  Armin 
Schotte,  for  instance,  who  worked  for  the 
Steinway  Company  and  at  the  beginning 
of  the  century  was  internationally  known 
both  for  the  excellence  of  his  work  and 
his  rudeness  to  musical  personages. 

Mr.  Harvey  says  there  are  probably 
fewer  blind  tuners  today  than  people 
think.  He  knows  of  only  twenty-five  of 
his  pupils  practicing  hereabouts.  Former- 
ly, they  had  a  blind  piano  tuners'  guild 
of  their  own.  but  this  organization  has 
not  lately  held  a  meeting. 


Egypt  is  reported  to  lead  the  world  in  blind- 
ness, with  more  than  one  per  cent  of  its  popula- 
tion sightless,  but  over  the  whole  world  the  pro- 
portion is  less  than  one  per  cent. 


IN  CAMP 

By  HELEN   MAY  MARTIN 

(Blind    and    Deat) 

While  Night  is  holding  high  her  lamp. 
The  silver  moon  that  lights  our  camp, 
By  the  brook  that  singing,  rippling,  flows, 
And  the  night  winds  caressing,  softly  blows. 

At  morn  the  valley  in   shadows  dim, 
Till  the  sun  shines  over  the  hill-top  rim, 
And  waking  the  birds,  that  begin  to  sing, 
Their  joyous  notes  in  the  clear  air  fling. 

Close  to  Nature  once  more  we  live, 
With  all  the  beauty  that  she  can  give, 
Over  the  woods,  and  hills  we  tramp, 
So  pass  the  happy  days  in  camp. 


Dogs  Lead  Blind  Veterans 

A  recent  dog  show  in  Berlin,  Germany,  ended 
with  a  parade  of  dogs  and  their  exhibitors,  in 
which  there  was  a  special  section  for  blind  men, 
each  led  by  a  trained  police  dog.  The  German 
government  provides  such  a  dog  for  every  man 
blinded  in  the  service  of  the  fatherland.  These 
dogs  are  marked  with  a  large  red  cross  as  pro- 
tection from  traffic.  In  the  parade  men  and 
dogs  marched  together  in  a  long  column,  six 
abreast.  Not  once  did  the  dogs  let  their  charges 
become  entangled. 


A  Braille  manual  for  Boy  Scouts  is  being 
prepared  by  Mrs.  Norman  B.  Morrell,  of  Knox- 
ville,  Tennessee,  a  blind  woman  who,  since  she 
lost  her  own  sight  several  years  ago,  has 
specialized  in  the  making  of  Braille  books  under 
the  American  Red  Cross. 


Although  printing  for  the  blind  has  been  un- 
der way  for  at  least  a  century,  it  is  still  to  a 
large  extent  in  its  infancy.  Only  within  the 
past  few  years  has  it  been  really  mechanized, 
and  there  are  still  improvements  to  be  made  to 
reduce  the  cost  of  Braille  reading  matter. 


Postage  on  some  Braille  books  supplied  to 
blind  readers  from  public  libraries  would  often 
cost  more  than  ink-print  edition  of  the  book 
itself.  So,  Uncle  Sam  wisely  carries  braille 
books  free  for  blind  readers. 


For  blind  students  who  qualify  for  college, 
man}-  states  now  grant  funds  with  which  they 
employ  readers  to  aid  them  in  their  studies. 
New  York  wTas  first  to  make  such  arrangements, 
in  1907,  and  other  states  soon  followed.  For 
more  than  25  years  the  plan  has  worked  well. 


As  in  the  life  of  sighted  people,  the  outstand- 
ing work  of  the  more  talented  blind  is  a  source 
of  encouragement  to  the  less  talented,  as  well 
as  a  source  of  prestige  to  all. 


"Handicaps    overcome"    is    the    motto    of    the 
"Braille  Mirror"  magazine  for  the  blind. 


It  is  agreed  among  those  who  keep  pace  with 
advancement  in  work  for  the  blind  that, 
although  nothing  like  ideal  conditions  have  as 
yet  been  even  visualized,  the  blind  of  today  are 
better  off  than  those  of  previous  generations — 
physically,  intellectually,  socially,  economically 
and  morallv. 
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Roosevelt  Won't  Change  This  Program! 

Blind  Readers  Want  to  Keep  Up  with   the  News— 
And  We'll   Keep  On   Helping  Them   Keep   Up 


T 


'HEY  say  com- 
ing events  cast 
a  shadow  before. 
Huh !  that  shadow 
von  see  nowdays 
generally  belongs  to 
some  important  event  that  happened  yes- 
terdav,  which  you  missed.  How  we  have 
to  hustle  to  keep  up  with  the  news,  these 
times!  Big  things  are  popping  every  ten 
minutes  under  President  Roosevelt's  re- 
covery program. 

Now,  if  it  is  hard  for  us  sighted  fellows 
to  keep  up,  just  picture  how  it  must  be 
with  the  blind  fellow  who  is  ambitious, 
and  keen,  and  wants  to  follow  all  the  de- 
velopments of  this  program.  People  read 
to  him,  mavbe,  and  he  hears  some  of  it 


over  the  radio.  But  there  is  nothing  that 
can  give  him  so  much  satisfaction  as  one 
of  our  Braille  magazines,  which  he  can 
sit  down  and  read  himself. 

Now,  I'm  for  the  Roosevelt  program,  a 
hundred  and  eleven  per  cent.  But  one 
thing  our  President  is  not  going  to 
change,  and  that  is  my  standing  offer  of  a 
free  subscription  to  a  Braille  magazine, 
to  a  deserving  blind  pal,  unable  to  pay, 
given  with  every  three-dollar  subscrip- 
tion   you    sighted    pals    send    in    for    this 


magazine     "Light" 


and    vou 


this 


magazine  a  year. 

That's  my  NIRA  code  of  ethics  ! 
Yours  positively, 


7b$ufau{>hu9fot< 


Seen  With  Half  an  Eve 


Clerk:  "For  five  years  I've  been  doing  three 
men's  work — how  about  a  raise?" 

Pharmacist:  "Can't  do  that,  but  if  you  tell 
me  who  those  other  two  guys  are,  I'll  fire  'em?" 

*  *     * 

A  club  is  a  place  where  you  pay  dues  to  meet 
fellows  who  owe  you  money. 

*  *     * 

Imagine  my  embarrassment,  my  dear,  when, 
according  to  my  usual  custom,  I  looked  under 
the  bed  before  retiring.  You  see,  I  had  forgotten 
that  I  was  in  an  upper  berth. 

Mother:  "Why  did  you  strike  your  little 
sister?" 

Young  Bobby:  "Well,  we  were  playing  Adam 
and  Eve  and  instead  of  tempting  me  with  the 
apple,  she  ate  it  herself." 

*  *     * 

Jeanne,  aged  four,  was  fishing  with  her 
father,  who  was  wearing  his  fishing  license  on 
the  back  of  his  hat.  Not  having  a  great  deal  of 
luck,  Jeanne  offered  the  following  suggestion: 
"Daddy,  turn  your  hat  around  so  the  fish  can 
see  your  license." 

Ab,  the  Cave  Man: 
mother-in-law  has  just 
sabre-tooth  tiger!" 

Ucko:  "Well,  what  of  it?  I  should  worry 
about  what  happens  to  a  sabre-tooth  tiger." 


"Hey,     Ucko,     your 
been    attacked    by    a 


Lady  (buying  fur  coat):  "Can  I  wear  this  fur 
coat  in  the  rain  without  hurting  it?" 

Salesman:  "Madam,  have  you  ever  seen  a 
squirrel  carrying  an  umbrella?" 

*  *     * 

Proud  father  (showing  triplets  to  visitor): 
"What  do  you  think  of  them?" 

Visitor   (pointing  to  one  in  the  middle):    "I'd 

keep  that  one." 

*  *     * 

"Even  in  Bible  times  a  blowout  was  a  great 
annoyance,"  writes  J.  B.,  "for  do  we  not  read  in 
Isaiah  XXIII,  5:  'They  shall  be  sorely  pained 
at  the  report  of  Tyre'?" 

First  Clerk:  "I  thought  Jenkins  started  his 
holiday  yesterday  morning. 

Second  Clerk:  "Yes,  he's  spending  it  here  in 
the  office.  He  comes  and  goes  as  he  pleases, 
takes  his  time  for  lunch,  bothers  nobody,  does 
nothing,  and  says  it  rests  him  to  see  other  peo- 
ple work.    I'd  like  to  knock  his  block  off." 

*  *     * 

Prue:  "Every  time  I  wear  this  bathing  suit, 
I  blush." 

Sue:    "Never  mind,  you'll  soon  tan." 

*  %     * 

Teacher — "Correct  this  sentence:  'It  was  me 
that  spilt  the  ink.'  " 

Pupil — "It  wasn't  me  that  spilt  the  ink." 
^     ^     ^ 

Buck:  "Can  you  give  me  a  definition  of  an 
orator?" 

Private:  "Sure.  He's  the  fellow  who's  al- 
ways ready  to  lay  down  your  life  for  his  coun- 
try." 
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A   Successful    Blind   Attorney 

Besides   Law   Practice   and   Official   Duties, 
John  Spann  Finds  Time  for  a  Musical  Career 


SIGHTED    people    not    only    believe, 
firmly,  that   the  blind  find  it  easier 
than    sighted    folks    to    concentrate 
their  minds,  but  have  even  been  known 
to  envy  the  blind  for  this  advantage  ! 
There  could  be  no  worse  mistake. 

"Don't  say  that  blindness  is  an  aid  to 
concentration!"  directed  blind  John  A. 
Spann,  in  an  interview  with  a  reporter  for 
the  Redding,  California,  Searchlight.  "It 
isn't  true.  When  my  wife  is  reading  cases 
to  me,  I  haven't  the  distraction  of  color 
and  movement  to  keep  me  alert.  It's  the 
easiest  thing  in  the  world  to  fall  asleep, 
if  I  don't  hold  myself  strictly  to  the  task 
in  hand." 

But  Mr.  Spann  doesn't  fall  asleep,  ad- 
ded the  reporter,  for  his  alertness  is  testi- 
fied to  by  the  amount  of  work  he  turns 
out.  Although  he  has  been  totally  blind 
since  1922,  John  A.  Spann  not  only  car- 
ries on  his  work  as  a  deputy  district  at- 
torney successfully,  but  he  swims,  dances, 
changes  tires  on  his  automobile,  and  can 
reline  brakes  or  make  things  for  the  house 
as  a  carpenter. 


He  was  only  seventeen  years  old  when 
he  fell  from  a  horse,  and  received  injuries 
that  led  to  loss  of  sight.  Sent  to  the  Cali- 
fornia State  School  for  the  Blind,  at 
Berkeley,  and  graduated  from  the  Uni- 
versity High  School  there,  he  became  one 
of  the  outstanding  students  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Santa  Clara,  and  later  a  law  stu- 
dent at  the  University  of  San  Francisco 
Law  School,  from  which  he  was  gradu- 
ated with  the  degree  of  LL.B  in  1930.  At 
college,  he  was  very  active  as  an  orator, 
winning  the  debating  contest  in  1927. 

Admitted  to  the  California  Bar,  he  be- 
gan the  practice  of  law  in  the  office  of 
W.  D.  Tillotson,  in  Redding,  and  in  1933 
became  deputy  district  attorney. 

In  1927  he  met  Mrs.  Evelyn  Walgren, 
a  rising  young  singer,  who  became  his 
wife,  and  Mrs.  Spann  has  since  been  his 
constant  companion.  She  acts  as  his  sec- 
retary, and  reads  his  cases  and  law  books 
to  him,  and  has  cultivated  his  naturally 
good  baritone  voice,  so  that  music  is  also 
one  of  his  greatest  pleasures,  and  brings 
him  in  great  demand  for  recitals. 


Our  Own  Who's  Who 

Robert  W.  Whomes  is  an  "old-timer" 
in  Los  Angeles.  He  tells  us  that  he  used 
to  shoot  rabbits  on  the  dairy  ranch  that 
is  now  the  property  surrounding  Fourth 
and  Vermont — and  when  he  came  to  Los 
Angeles,  Broadway  was  a  cow-path. 

Dr.  Whomes  was 
born  in  Kewanee, 
Illinois,  and  moved 
with  his  family  to 
Los  Angeles  in 
1886,  after  spend- 
ing his  boyhood  in 
Texas,  where  he  re- 
ceived his  early 
schooling.  In  1887- 
88,  the  Whomes 
family  residence 
was  on  Sixth 
Street,  between 
Spring  and    Broad- 


Robert  W.  Whomes 


way,  the  present  site  of  the  Hayward 
Hotel.  Although  now  retired,  Dr.  Whomes 
practiced  dentistry  in  Los  Angeles  for 
twenty-five  years. 

The  growth  of  the  Braille  Institute  and 
its  allied  activities  is  not  unlike  the 
growth  of  the  city  where  is  was  founded. 
Dr.  AVhomes  first  became  interested  in 
the  blind  when  Braille  books  were  printed 
in  a  garage  at  the  Atkinson  home.  His  in- 
terest and  unfailing  support  have  been  a 
constant  source  of  inspiration  and  help 
to  Mr.  Atkinson  in  bringing  the  institu- 
tion to  its  present  high  place  in  work  for 
the  blind — the  only  plant  west  of  the 
Mississippi  River  engaged  in  printing- 
books  for  the  blind  on  a  large  scale,  and 
embodying"  various  activities  devoted  to 
the  social,  industrial  and  cultural  welfare 
of  the  blind. 

The  cause  of  the  blind  is  greatly  accel- 
erated by  the  active  suport  of  such  men 
as  Dr.  Whomes.  ■•-. 


Where  Quality  (founts! 
— ♦— 

Agencies  and  individuals  interested  in 
sponsoring  literature  for  the  blind  in  Braille 
or  Moon  type  rightly  insist  on  quality  as  well 
as  reasonable  cost. 

Many  have  investigated  and  found  both 
our  quality  and  price  satisfactory. 

Write  for  an  estimate  on  the  cost  of  print' 
ing  your  selection. 

We  are  the  only  press  in  the  United  States 

equipped  to  print  books  and  periodicals  in 

Moon  type. 


Join  our  list  of  satisfied 
patrons  for  whom  we  have 
printed  books  and  periodicals. 

Board  of  Missions 
to  Deaf  and  Blind  of  the 

Evangelical  Lutheran 

Synod  of  Missouri,  Ohio, 

and  other  states 


Braille  Bible  Society 


Christian  Association 

Department  of  Missions, 

National   Council 

Protestant  Episcopal 

Church 


Grace  Cathedral 
Mission  of  Healing 

National  Council  of 
Jewish  Women 

Robert  Schalkenbach 
Foundation 


The  Christian  Science 
Publishing  Society 

United  States  Government 
(under  the  direction  of 
Library  of  Congress) 

and 

Lions  Clubs, 

Women's  Clubs,  and 

individuals 

throughout  the  country. 
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WE  DO  OUR  PARI 


UNIVERSAL  BRAILLE   PRESS 

739  N.  VERMONT  AVENUE,  LOS  ANGELES,  CALIFORNIA 
Printers  of  Embossed  Boo\s  and  Magazines  for  the  Blind 
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MISS    JEAN    HARLOW 

One  of  the    16  stars  in  M-G-M's 


// 


DiNNER  AT  EIGHT 


n 


GRAUMAN'S    CHINESE 


SID  GRAUMAN'S 
AMAZING  PROLOG 
—  100     Artists  — 


Now  Playing  .  .  . 
Two  Shows  Daily 
2:15—8:15 


Telephone  .... 
Gladstone    5184 


LIGHT 


Blind  workers  re-caning  chairs  in  the  State  Industrial  Work  Shop  for  the  Blind,  Los  An- 
geles— where  visitors  are  always  welcome.  — Braille  Institute  photo. 
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WE  DO  OUR  PART 


PRESTON  TIRE  CO.,  Inc. 


VERMONT  AT  MELROSE 


Every  Service  for  Your  Car. . .  Under  Responsible 

Management 


Phone  OL  2756 


Watch  for... 


USE 


GENERAL  PETROLEUM 

CORPORATION  of  CALIFORNIA 


A  Part  of  the 


World's  Largest  Oil  Company 
SOCONY-VACUUM  CORPORATION 


EXPERT 

BODY  and  FENDER 

REPAIRING 


23  Years'  Experience 


No  Job  too  Large  or  too 
Small 


ANY  CAR 

Official  Brake  Adjust- 
ment, Four  Wheels 


90c 


The 
GENERAL  TIRE 

Distributor 


Phone  OL  2984 


The  Braille  "cell"  of  six 
dots  gives  63  combinations, 
each  of  which  is  used  for  a 
character.  Besides  letters  of 
the  alphabet,  there  are  punc- 
tuation marks  and  contrac- 
tions   of    often-used    words. 

Braille  capital  letters  are 
indicated  by  using  the  small 
letter,  preceded  by  the  No. 
6  dot. 

Figures  are  indicated  by 
the  first  ten  letters  of  the 
alphabet,  preceded  by  dots 
3,  4,  5  and  6. 

As  Anglicized,  the  word  is 
pronounced  "brail"  —  not 
"brailey." 


%?  BRAILLE   ™EBR2,L.LECELi 
ALPHABET    I 


•  •  ■ 


c    d 
•  •  •• 


e   f   g  h 

•  ••  ••  • 
•  •   ••  •• 

m   n   op 

•  •  ••  •  •• 

•   •  • 

it   v   w  :k 

•  •     •  •• 
•   •• 

•  •  ••   •  •• 

y       z     and   the     of    with    for  this 

•  •  •   ••   •  •     •  ••  •• 

•   •  •   •   ••••••  • 

•  •  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  • 


i    J    K 

•   •  • 

•  •• 

q   r   s 

•  •  •     • 

•  •  ••  • 

•  •  • 


t 


f 


The  Braille  Institute  of 
America,  Inc.,  was  chartered 
under  the  laws  of  the  State 
of  California  on  the  100th 
anniversary  of  the  Braille 
system  of  printing  for  the 
blind,  as  a  memorial  to  Louis 
Braille,  of  Paris,  France 
(1806-1852),  that  great  friend 
and  blind  benefactor  of  the 
blind,  who  made  it  possible 
for  them  to  write  as  well  as 
read. 

This  explains  the  promin- 
ence given  to  the  word 
Braille  in  the  Institute's 
name,  and  the  practical  omis- 
sion therefrom  of  any  word 
which  has  a  direct  bearing  on 
welfare  work  for   the  blind. 


The  BRAILLE  INSTITUTE  OF  AMER- 
ICA, INC.,  is  a  national  non-profit  institution 
devoted  to  the  social,  industrial  and  literary  ad- 
vancement of  the  blind,  with  headquarters  at 
741  North  Vermont  Avenue,  Los  Angeles,  Cali- 
fornia. 

It  was  established  to  acquire  and  extend  the 
activities  of  the  Universal  Braille  Press,  an  un- 
incorporated non-profit  institution,  founded  in 
1919,  by  J.  Robert  Atkinson,  with  the  assistance 
of  philanthropic  friends. 

Governed  by  a  board  of  trustees,  elected 
annually  by  the  members,  and  established  on  a 
firm  foundation,  to  receive  and  expend  gifts  and 
endowments  for  the  welfare  of  the  blind,  it 
ranks  among  the  nation's  leading  institutions  in 
the  field  of  philanthropy,  thereby  affording  an 
outlet  for  the  benevolence  of  all  who  wish  to 
help  those  handicapped  by  physical  blindness. 

The  nation's  blind  population  is  estimated  at 
120,000,  of  whom  90  per  cent  lost  their  sight 
after  reaching  maturity.  To  the  latter,  the  doors 
of  tax-supported  schools  for  the  education  of 
the  youthful  blind  are  closed. 

Blind  adults  everywhere  are  appealing  to  the 
Institute  for  help  and  counsel.  They  are  yearn- 
ing for  a  chance  to  voice  their  needs  and  con- 
victions to  someone  who  can  understand  their 
problems,  and  they  recognize  in  the  Braille 
Institute,  founded  by  a  blind  man,  a  bond  of 
sympathy  and  leadership  on  which  to  anchor 
hope. 
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The    Handicap 

By  JAMES  H.  COLLINS 


IT    certainly    looks    like    a    crazy 
world!    As  far  back  as  I  can  re- 
member, the  fellow  who  made  two 
blades    grow    instead    of    one,    was 
given  a  private  office  and  a  platinum 
blonde  secretary. 

But  today,  you  are  lucky  to  find  a 
job.  If  you  have  one,  the  whistle 
blows  before  you  get  fairly  warmed 
up.  Your  pay  envelope  is  bobbed. 
If  you  have  a  business,  and  boost 
your  volume,  you  are  taking  the 
other  fellow's  customers. 

However — remember.  During  the 
World  War  we  paid  a  bonus  to  ev- 
ery fellow  who  increased  production. 
And  raised  production  too  high. 
Now  we  have  to  reduce — and  it  is 
logical  to  pay  bonuses  for  plowing 
under  cotton,  and  killing  hogs. 
*     *     * 

In  other  words,  we  are  all  working 
under  a  handicap,  imposed  by  the 
times,  and  this  gives  point  to  some- 
thing the  blind  are  always  saying 
about  themselves — that  they  suffer 
a  handicap,  not  an  affliction. 

And  the  toughest  part  of  that 
handicap  is  laid  on  the  blind  by  Man 
— not  God. 

Many  of  the  occupations  followed 


by  sighted  folks  are  well  within  the 
abilities  of  the  blind  —  even  office 
and  factory  work. 

The  blind  have  the  brains  and 
hands,  and  have  overcome  their  lack 
of  physical  sight,  and  in  overcoming 
have  often  undergone  self-training 
in  abilities  that  the  business  world 
values,  such  as  attentiveness,  mem- 
ory, tact  and  cheerfulness. 

But  the  skeptical  old  world  refuses 
to  try  the  blind  person's  abilities. 
It  rejects  him  or  her  on  handicap, 
and  thereby  bars  the  way,  not  only 
to  self-supporting  employment,  but 
to  daily  association  with  the  factory 
run  of  human  beings,  which  is  of 
even  greater  importance  to  the  blind. 

This  is  a  great  country,  and  it  is 
going  to  work  back  to  normal,  and 
produce  again  to  the  top  of  its 
capacity,  and  have  a  lot  of  fun  doing 
so,  as  in  the  past. 

However,  while  we  are  all  limited 
by  the  national  handicap,  let  us  re- 
member that,  where  we  have  to  run 
with  one  leg  tied,  the  blind  are  not 
even  allowed  to  start. 

The  purpose  of  LIGHT  is  to  help 
remove  this  handicap  on  the  blind, 
by  letting  you  meet  real  blind  people 
in  its  pages. 
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His  Hobby  Has  Been  Braille  Music 

A  Blind  Man  Who  Works  for  Better  Scores, 
and    Better    Chances    for    Blind   Musicians 


By  JAMES  H.  COLLINS 


L.  W.  Rodenberg 


YOU  know  how  music  is 
written.    Picture  a  piano 
score,    with    treble    and 
bass  in  two  separate  parts, 
to  be  read  simultaneously  by 
the  sighted  performer. 

Now  try  to  picture  the 
same  score  translated  into 
Braille  dots,  to  be  read  with 
the  fingers. 

There  you  have  a  problem 
which,  for  fifteen  years  or 
more,  has  occupied  a  blind 
musician  and  writer,  who 
has  made  real  headway  in 
simplifying  music  for  the 
blind. 

At  present,  L.  W.  Roden- 
berg is  connected  with  the 
Illinois  School  for  the  Blind,  at  Jackson- 
ville, Illinois.  He  has  been  blind  since  the 
age  of  ten,  when  an  accident  deprived  him 
of  sight.  Sent  to  the  Jacksonville  school 
when  twelve,  he  proved  one  of  the  bright 
boys,  quick  at  mechanical  work,  and 
capable  at  most  of  the  studies  offered 
blind  pupils. 

But  music  made  the  strongest  appeal. 
After  graduation  he  returned  for  more  of 
it,  intending  to  go  into  what  musicians 
call  "the  music  game."  In  1912,  when  he 
was  twenty-one,  Mr.  Jewell,  the  superin- 
tendent of  the  school's  Braille  printing  de- 
partment died.  Young  Rodenberg  sang  at 
the  funeral,  and  was  impressed  by  the 
clergyman's  question,  "Can  there  be  any- 
one to  take  his  place?"  The  superin- 
tendent had  been  a  very  able  man,  and 
much  loved.  To  his  astonishment,  young 
Rodenberg  was  offered  the  place,  and  ac- 
cepted— and  there  began  his  work  with 
Braille  music. 

;fc  ^  >fc 

In  music  for  sighted  people,  a  piano 
score  is  one  of  the  simplest  kinds  of  com- 
position. As  parts  are  added,  for  singing 
or  instrumental  ensembles,  the  music  be- 
comes more  complex,  until  at  the  extreme 
you  have  the  full  score  of  a  symphony, 
with  parts  for  the  different  instruments  of 


the  orchestra  written  one  be- 
low the  other,  a  whole  page 
of  them — and  many  musi- 
cians get  great  enjoyment 
from  reading  over  such 
scores,  which  would  be  be- 
yond the  physical  grasp  of  a 
blind  music-lover  with  twen- 
ty fingers,  no  matter  how 
keen  the  musical  intelligence 
waiting  to  read  and  enjoy. 

At  the  school,  there  was  a 
lot  of  Braille  music  in  stere- 
otype plates,  and  a  big  cata- 
logue of  those  plates.  Mail 
orders  for  music  came  from 
every  quarter  of  the  com- 
pass, and  in  handling  the 
orders  and  plates,  young 
Rodenberg  got  a  glimpse  of 
the  handicaps  under  which  blind  musi- 
cians labor.  Presently  he  wrote  a  "Key 
to  Musical  Braille,"  which  went  into  these 
problems. 

This  led  to  a  study  of  what  was  being 
done  elsewhere  to  simplify  Braille  music, 
especially  in  Europe,  and  eventually  he 
began  experimenting  to  find  a  better  ar- 
rangement for  notes  on  the  Braille  page. 
"The  older  paragraph  method,"  he  says, 
"had  long  been  impeached,  and  had  been 
replaced  in  England  by  the  two  'styles' 
called  'bar  by  bar'  and  'vertical  score.' 

"  'Bar  by  bar'  is  a  measure-wise  dispo- 
sition of  keyboard  music  along  a  single 
line — left  hand,  right  hand,  left  hand, 
right  hand,  and  so  on. 

'  'Vertical  score'  is  a  scoring  of  a 
measure  from  the  bass  through  the  treble, 
either  as  chords  or  as  sections  of  the 
measure. 

"The  new  principle,  born  in  Europe, 
was  that  the  comingled  parts  of  the  meas- 
ure —  of  the  piece  —  should  be  compre- 
hended by  the  reading  finger  integrally, 
even  as  the  phonograph  needle  compre- 
hends the  full  score.  All  of  which  was, 
and  still  is  excellent.  But  in  most  in- 
stances, fluency  of  reading  yielded  to  com- 
plexity, especially  if  a  blind  music  teacher 
wished  to  follow  his  pupil. 
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"So,  I  worked  out  certain  principles  of 
'easy  reading,'  which  I  combined  into 
fourteen  possible  'styles,'  and  put  them 
out  for  examination  by  several  scores  of 
blind  musicians.  As  a  result,  the  majority 
preferred  the  style  now  known  as  'bar 
over  bar,'  which  is  nothing  more  than  an 
imitation  of  the  staff.  It  employs  two 
lines,  the  upper  one  giving  the  right-hand 
part  of  piano  music,  and  the  lower  one 
the  left-hand  part.  There  are  other  fea- 
tures, such  as  marginal  numbers,  indica- 
ting repeats,  and  so  forth." 

^  ^  5jS 

This  method  of  printing  music  for  the 
blind  was  adopted  for  the  music  printed 
at  Jacksonville,  and  in  teaching  music  to 
pupils  at  the  Illinois  school. 

In  1921,  Mr.  Rodenberg  collaborated 
with  others  on  a  committee  to  prepare  a 
first  primer  of  Braille  music,  and  recom- 
mended the  establishment  of  a  music 
printing  department  at  the  American 
Printing  House  for  the  Blind.  He  kept 
the  subject  of  Braille  music  constantly 
under  discussion  among  those  working 
for  the  blind,  speaking  on  the  history  of 
embossed  music,  and  pointing  out  its 
present  difficulties  and  future  develop- 
ment. 

In  1925,  he  edited  a  comprehensive 
work  on  Braille  music,  a  two-year  task, 
which  was  subjected  to  critical  tests  by  a 
committee  of  musicians,  and  this  is  still 
used  as  a  reference  work  on  the  subject. 

In  1929,  he  was  sent  to  Paris,  as  the 
American  delegate  to  the  International 
Conference  on  Braille  Music,  brought  to- 
gether through  the  efforts  of  Monsieur 
Raverat.  On  this  journey  he  traveled 
alone,  and  afterwards  visited  various  in- 
stitutions for  the  blind  in  France,  Ger- 
many and  England. 

While  over  there,  he  arranged  with  M. 
Raverat  the  details  of  a  new  Braille  musi- 
cal journal,  the  "Musical  Review  for  the 
Blind,"  now  published  in  Paris,  of  which 
he  is  assistant  editor.  And  he  has  since 
written  and  edited  other  works  on  Braille 
music. 

Besides  all  this,  he  is  active  in  bringing 
about  technical  improvements  for  the 
blind  musician,  so  that  more  of  the  peo- 
ple who  are  handicapped  by  lack  of  sight, 
yet  gifted  musically,  may  find  a  means  of 
livelihood. 

For  example,  he  maintains  that  many 
more  blind  singers  and  musicians  could 
be    employed    in    churches,    if    properly 


trained,  and  he  was  impressed  by  the  ad- 
vances which  the  French  blind  have  made 
in  this  direction,  for  upwards  of  a  thou- 
sand blind  musicians  are  attached  to 
church  musical  organizations  in  that 
country.  To  bring  about  such  an  oppor- 
tunity for  blind  musicians  here,  he  has 
written  and  spoken  both  to  the  blind,  and 
to  the  sighted  people  among  whom  a  sen- 
timent for  the  idea  must  be  created. 

Another  thing  he  is  working  on,  with 
excellent  possibilities,  is  a  "sight  method" 
for  writing  songs  in  Braille,  by  which  it 
will  be  feasible  to  simultaneously  read  the 
words  and  notes  with  the  fingers,  as 
sighted  musicians  read  printed  music. 

Still  another  project,  too  technical  for 
description  in  this  short  article,  is  the 
adaptation  of  tonic  sol-fa  to  Braille. 

Calling  himself  "  a  jack  of  all  trades," 
this  blind  man  has  found  a  multitude  of 
interests  within  his  power,  and  from  the 
time  he  first  began  his  schooling,  has  led 
a  busy  life,  enjoyed  every  minute  of  it, 
and  made  his  interests  and  abilities  useful 
to  others  in  the  world  of  Brailleland. 


A  Census  of  Blind  Workers 

Steps  have  been  taken  to  enroll  all  blind  per- 
sons in  California,  for  classification  and  zoning 
according  to  their  abilities,  so  the  task  of  find- 
ing work  for  them  will  be  simplified. 

This  enrollment  is  proceeding  through  ques- 
tionnaires, sent  out  by  the  Bureau  of  Better 
Business  for  the  Blind,  operated  by  the  Braille 
Institute  of  America,  and  the  aid  of  sighted  per- 
sons who  know  blind  California  people  seeking 
occupation  will  be  welcomed — write  the  Bureau 
at  741  North  Vermont  avenue,  Los  Angeles. 

Progressive  blind  men  and  women  want 
something  to  do,  something  by  which  to  keep 
both  mind  and  body  employed.  The  Bureau 
seeks  to  help  them  find  occupation,  and  pro- 
mote their  social,  industrial  and  literary  ad- 
vancement. The  state  of  California  rehabilitates 
the  blind,  with  other  handicapped  citizens,  but 
unfortunately  has  made  no  provision  for  find- 
ing employment. 

That  the  blind  seek  only  a  chance,  not 
charity,  is  shown  in  the  number  of  successful 
sightless  persons  in  the  professions  and  trades. 
There  are  two  blind  men  in  the  California 
legislature,  four  in  that  of  Texas,  and  three  in 
Congress. 


Blind  Soldier  "Fun"  Club 

Believed  to  be  the  first  organization  of  its 
kind  in  existence,  a  disabled  veterans'  group  of 
totally  blind  members  was  recently  organized 
in  Long  Beach,  California.  There  are  thirty-one 
charter  members. 

The  men  are  veterans  of  the  Indian,  Spanish- 
American,  Philippine  and  World  Wars,  and  all 
lost  their  sight  in  service. 

They  say,  "We're  not  unhappy;  we've  lots  to 
live  for.    We're  clubbing  together  for  fun." 
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Help  Us  Put  10,000  Blind  At  Work 

Uncle    Sam    Can    Do   It,  by   Permitting    News- 
Stands  in  Federal  Buildings— Support  H.  R.  5694 


WITHOUT  one  cent  of  expense 
to  himself,  Uncle  Sam  can  put  to 
work,  in  self-supporting  business, 
10,000  blind  men  and  women.  And  he 
will  do  it,  if  the  House  of  Representatives 
bill  No.  5694,  now  before  Congress,  is 
passed.  Possibly  20,000  stands  can  be 
established  under  this  law. 

On  top  of  that,  there  are  10,000  more 
places  of  the  same  kind  which  can  be  de- 
veloped in  state,  county  and  city  build- 
ings over  the  country,  if  the  example  of 
the  Federal  Government  is  followed, 
which  would  make  30,000  all  told. 

All  friends  of  the  blind,  and  the  blind 
themselves,  are  asked  to  write  their  repre- 
sentatives in  Congress,  in  support  of  H.  R. 
5694.  Now  is  the  time  for  all  to  come  to 
the  aid  of  the  cause. 

This  bill  was  introduced  by  the  blind 
Congressman,  Hon.  Matthew  A.  Dunn, 
of  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  at  the  recent 
special  session,  and  provides  for  licensing 
stands  in  Federal  buildings  to  blind  per- 
sons for  the  sale  of  newspapers,  periodi- 
cals, candies  and  tobacco. 

It  will  create  a  Bureau  of  Welfare  for 
the  Blind,  as  part  of  the  Postoffice  De- 
partment, which  will  have  jurisdiction, 
for  this  purpose  only,  over  all  Federal 
buildings.  The  Bureau  will  license  blind 
persons  to  conduct  stands,  and  costs  will 
be  met  by  a  license  fee,  paid  by  the  blind 
themselves.  As  Bureau  expenses  are  esti- 
mated at  only  $15,000  a  year,  a  couple  of 
dollars  license  fee  will  cover  them,  and 
no  expense  be  laid  upon  the  Government. 

With  such  a  plan  in  operation,  it  is 
confidently  believed  that  local  govern- 
ments will  follow,  creating  10,000  more 
stands  for  blind  people,  who  will  get  into 
self-supporting  business  for  themselves. 
With  the  full  co-operation  of  the  Army 
and  Navy  Departments,  almost  20,000 
stands  can  be  created  at  once  under  the 
Federal  bill. 

Thus,  the  unemployment  problem  of 
the  blind,  all  over  the  country,  and  in  our 
outlying  possessions,  will  be  solved,  and 
the  morale  of  blind  citizens  greatly 
strengthened. 

Similar  bills  have  been  introduced  into 


Congress  in  the  past,  but  failed  of  passage 
for  technical  reasons. 

The  present  bill  was  drawn  up  with  the 
advice  of  the  two  blind  United  States 
Senators,  Thomas  D.  Schall,  of  Minne- 
sota, and  Thomas  P.  Gore,  of  Oklahoma, 
utilizing  their  experiences  with  previous 
measures  of  the  same  kind. 

Great  credit  for  pioneer  work  in  sup- 
port of  this  splendid  plan  is  due  a  blind 
journalist,  Fdward  C.  Robbins,  of  Port- 
land, Oregon,  who  prepared  past  bills, 
and  when  they  were  defeated  in  Congress, 
profited  b)^  defeat  to  revise  them. 

President  Roosevelt  is  in  sympathy 
with  the  present  bill,  and  has  so  stated,  in 
a  personal  interview  with  another  blind 
worker  in  this  cause,  Leonard  A.  Robin- 
son, an  attorney  in  Cleveland,  Ohio.  Mr. 
Robinson  was  invited  to  Washington  last 
May,  and  after  conference  with  blind 
members  of  Congress,  aided  in  drafting 
the  present  bill. 

Last  January,  before  inauguration,  Mr. 
Roosevelt  extended  an  invitation  to  Mr. 
Robinson  to  visit  him  in  New  York  and 
discuss  the  proposed  law,  and  Mr.  Robin- 
son found  that  the  President-elect  did  not 
have  to  be  told  about  the  economic  prob- 
lems of  the  blind.  Mr.  Roosevelt  read  the 
bills  which  had  been  drawn  up  to  that 
time,  and  heartily  approved  their  purpose, 
pointing  out  that  blind  people  are  per- 
mitted to  operate  stands  in  the  buildings 
of  New  York  State. 

Secretary  of  Labor  Perkins  has  said, 
"I  believe  the  idea  of  the  bill  is  a  good 
one,  on  the  whole,  and  should  have  no  ob- 
jection to  it."  It  is  to  be  expected  that 
she  would  endorse  the  measure  because 
a  similar  bill  had  her  approval. 

Therefore,  the  friends  of  the  blind  are 
asked  to  make  known  their  approval  of 
this  measure,  and  to  organize  their  sup- 
port, individually  and  as  organizations, 
ready  to  see  it  through  the  coming  session 
of  Congress,  opening  in  a  few  weeks.  This 
they  can  do  by  writing  their  Senators  and  Rep- 
resentatives in  Congress  to  support  H.  R.  5694. 

Don't  be  deceived  by  propaganda  issu- 
ing from  any  source  favoring  a  presi- 
dential   executive    order    as    a    means    of 


October-December,  1933 


LIGHT 


making  stands  in  Federal  buildings  avail- 
able to  blind  licensees,  instead  of  legisla- 
tion by  Congress,  such  as  is  proposed  in 
this  bill,  H.  R.  5694. 

If  in  doubt,  write  the  Braille  Institute 
of  America  or  Glenn  H.  Hoffman,  presi- 
dent of  the  Welfare  Association  of  the 
Sightless  of  Ohio,  4212  East  96th  Street, 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  for  facts  showing  why  a 
presidential  executive  order  would  defeat 
the  very  purpose,  rather  than  insure  its 
success. 


Blind  Workers  for  this   Great   Placement 
Program 


Matthew  A.  Dunn 


Matthew  A.  Dunn 

The  sponsor  in  Congress  of  the  bill  to  estab- 
lish stands  for  the  blind  in  Federal  buildings  is 
himself  blind,  and  a  conspicuous  instance  of 
success  under  his  handicap. 

Matthew  A.  Dunn  was 
elected  to  the  House  of 
Representatives,  73d  Con- 
gress, last  November,  from 
the  34th  district  of  Penn- 
sylvania, which  is  in  the 
Pittsburgh  area — he  lives 
at  Mount  Oliver.  Before 
that,  he  had  legislative  ex- 
perience in  the  Pennsylva- 
nia state  legislature,  being 
elected  in  1926,  and  re- 
elected in  1928  and  1930. 
He  is  ia  Democrat. 

Mr.  Dunn  was  born  in  Braddock,  Pennsylva- 
nia, August  15,  1886,  and  attended  schools  in 
Pittsburgh  and  Myersdale.  At  the  age  of 
twelve,  he  lost  the  sight  of  his  left  eye  through 
an  accident,  and  again,  at  twenty,  sight  in  his 
remaining  eye  was  lost  while  wrestling  at  the 
Newsboys'   Home,   Pittsburgh. 

While  a  boy,  he  sold  newspapers,  and  after 
losing  his  sight,  became  a  student  in  the  Pitts- 
burgh and  Overbrook  (Philadelphia)  schools 
for  the  blind.  He  resumed  business  as  a  news- 
dealer, and  also,  he  became  a  fire  insurance 
broker  for  the  Birmingham  Fire  Insurance 
Company,  of  Pittsburgh,  with  which  he  is  still 
connected  as  an  agent.    He  is  married. 


Edward  C.  Robbins 


The    employment    problem    of    the    blind    has 
been  the  concern  of  Edward  C.  Robbins,  Port- 
land,   Oregon,    newspaper    man,    ever    since    he 
himself  faced  the  problem, 
and    successfully    solved    it 
by   making  his   place   as   a 
journalist. 

Mr.  Robbins  was  born 
in  Portland  in  1901,  and  at 
eighteen  had  lost  his  sight 
through  gradual  failing. 
Before  that  mishap,  he  had 
finished  grammar  school, 
spent  a  year  in  high  school, 
and  worked  as  a  railroad 
telegrapher  during  the 
World  War. 


Blindness  forced  the  planning  of  an  entirely 
new  career,  so  he  entered  the  Oregon  State 
School  for  the  Blind,  at  Salem,  learned  piano- 
tuning  as  well  as  Braille,  and  set  about  read- 
justment with  such  vim  that,  in  less  than  a 
year,  he  was  graduated  with  highest  honors. 
From  there,  he  went  to  the  Oregon  Institute  of 
Technology,  operated  by  the  Portland  Y.M.C.A., 
and  after  a  four-year  course  in  journalism, 
started  as  a  reporter  for  the  Portland  "Daily 
Telegram." 

"A  true  journalist  is  always  interested  in  the 
welfare  of  humanity,"  he  maintains,  and  as  a 
newspaper  man  he  soon  interested  himself  in 
the  welfare  of  the  blind.  A  state  aid  plan  giving 
$500  a  year  to  blind  students  for  reading  and 
other  necessary  aid  in  their  studies,  was  intro- 
duced in  the  Oregon  legislature  at  his  sugges- 
tion, and  adopted  largely  as  a  result  of  his 
single-handed  work.  He  formed  the  Western 
Foundation  of  the  Blind,  Inc.,  in  Portland, 
made  up  of  self-supporting  sightless  people  in 
his  state.  And  he  prepared  bills  establishing 
sales  stands  for  the  blind  in  Federal  buildings, 
interested  Senators  and  Congressmen  in  the 
project,  and  when  his  bills  were  defeated,  again 
introduced  them  in  revised  form. 


Edward  C.  Robbins 


Leonard  A.  Robinson 

Radio    was    displacing    piano-tuning    for    the 
blind,    and    vacuum    cleaners    the    making    of 
brooms,    when    Leonard    A.    Robinson    finished 
college,  and  as  soon  as  he 
opened     a     law     office     in 
Cleveland,       Ohio,       many 
blind  persons  came  asking 
him  to  help  them  find  em- 
ployment.   So,  he  began  to 
study  the  blind,  and  found 
them    regular    people,    and 
undertook  investigations  of 
their      economic      chances, 
which    eventually    led    him 
Leonard  A.  Robmsonto    interview    Franklin    D. 
Roosevelt    on    the    bill    for 
placing  blind  persons  in  Federal  buildings. 

Mr.  Robinson  was  born  in  Knoxville, 
Tennessee,  in  1904,  and  lost  the  sight  of  his  left 
eye  at  seven,  from  an  air  rifle  shot,  which  led  to 
blindness  a  few  years  later.  In  1922,  he  was 
admitted  at  the  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the 
Instruction  of  the  Blind,  Philadelphia,  and  was 
graduated  there,  and  also  from  high  school. 
Going  to  the  University  of  Tennessee,  he  made 
the  regular  Arts  course  in  three  years,  and  be- 
gan the  study  of  law,  having  gained  a  teacher's 
certificate  which  he  did  not  use.  In  1929  he  was 
graduated  from  the  Western  Reserve  Law 
School,  and  admitted  to  the  Ohio  bar,  begin- 
ning practice  in  Cleveland,  where  his  people 
then  lived. 

He  began  to  look  into  legislation  for  the 
blind,  and  in  the  "Braille  Mirror"  learned  about 
the  Schall  bill,  whereby  the  blind  would  be  per- 
mitted to  operate  stands  in  Federal  buildings. 
Having  found  that  blind  persons  were  success- 
fully running  businesses  of  this  kind,  he  studied 
the  bill,  began  working  on  its  behalf,  and  when 
the  Schall  bill  failed  of  passage  through  short- 
comings, set  to  work  with  blind  members  of 
Congress  to  eliminate  those  defects.  This  work 
led  to  his  conference  with  President-elect 
Roosevelt  last  winter. 
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The   Heartaches   of  a    Blind    Inventor 

He  Has  to  Work  Out  His  Big  Idea  Through  Other 
Eyes,    Often    Against    Engineering    Skepticism 

By  J.  ROBERT  ATKINSON 


IF  "the  way  of  the  transgressor  is 
hard,"    the    way    of    the    inventor    is 

harder ;  especially  if  the  inventor  is 
blind  and  must  depend  upon  the  eyes  of 
others.  His  own  eyes  being  in  the  tips  of 
his  fingers,  he  cannot  read  a  blue  print. 
To  see  that  his  model  is  true  to  the  pat- 
tern, he  must  take  it  from  the  mechanic's 
table,  grease  and  all,  and  with  his  finger 
tips  examine  every  part,  which  often 
means  black  eyes  for  him. 

Just  this  morning  I  had  such  an  experi- 
ence. We  are  developing  a  noiseless, 
portable  Braille  typewriter.  The  engineer 
presented  the  first  working  model,  which 
as  usual  was  plastered  with  oil  and  grease 
— a  mechanic's  best  friend,  especially 
when  showing  for  the  first  time  a  work- 
ing model  of  a  new  invention,  which, 
without  grease,  might  not  be  a  working 
model.  Examining  every  mechanical  part 
critically  with  my  finger  tips,  there  wasn't 
any  black  grease  left  on  the  typewriter 
at  the  end  of  the  inspection. 

Late  in  1919,  when  I  was  asked  to 
equip  and  take  full  charge  of  a  printing 
plant  for  the  blind,  I  was  not  aware  that 
I  possessed  any  mechanical  ability.  Nor 
am  I  sure  today  that  I  am  so  gifted. 

But,  as  it  soon  developed,  it  was  neces- 
sary to  utilize  mechanical  knowledge  of 
some  kind,  or  else  use  in  its  place  a  good 
substitute.  Never  accused  of  having  luck, 
the  results  must  speak  for  themselves, 
whether  or  not  it  was  mere  chance, 
mechanical  genius,  or  a  special  dispensa- 
tion of  divine  Providence  that  is  responsi- 
ble for  what  happened  under  my  direction. 

In  February,  1920,  I  went  East  to  pur- 
chase Braille  printing  equipment.  Imagine 
my  surprise  to  learn  that  no  one  would 
recommend  the  presses  and  equipment 
then  in  use.  The  reason  for  this  is  simple 
enough.  Printing  for  the  blind  cannot 
be  conducted  for  commercial  profit. 
Consequently,  the  development  of 
machinery  for  the  purpose  was  not  com- 


mercially profitable  to  mechanical  genius. 
So,  while  marked  strides  were  being  made 
toward  the  perfection  and  development  of 
presses  that  can  be  adjusted  to  take  paper 
from  large  rolls,  and  turn  out  completed 
newspapers  in  one  or  two  colors,  from 
four  to  forty-eight  pages ;  and  can  pro- 
duce twelve-page  papers  at  the  rate  of 
144,000  copies  an  hour,  printed,  folded 
and  counted,  ready  for  distribution,  print- 
ing agencies  for  the  blind  have  struggled 
on,  with  improvised  presses,  sometimes 
producing  only  one  page  at  a  time — 
models  that  would  make  the  old  Wash- 
ington hand-press  look  like  the  last  word 
in  modern  invention  of  the  25th  Century. 

In  recent  years,  however,  revolutionary 
steps  have  been  taken  in  the  field  of  print- 
ing for  the  blind,  with  the  result  that  we 
now  have  rotary  presses  with  a  capacity 
of  from  15,000  to  32,000  Braille  pages  an 
hour  on  magazine  work. 

Returning  home,  somewhat  disap- 
pointed, but  not  defeated,  the  services  of 
a  mechanical  engineer  were  secured,  and 
we  went  about  the  task  of  designing 
printing  equipment.  Right  there,  the  fight 
began.  He  had  his  ideas,  I  had  mine,  and 
often  they  conflicted.  He  could  out-talk 
me,  in  the  engineering  vernacular,  but  he 
couldn't  get  away  with  his  talk.  He  had 
never  seen  an  embossing  machine  such  as 
we  were  developing.  I  had  seen  only  the 
one  model  in  the  East,  which  was  not 
satisfactorily  perfected. 

So,  we  went  to  work  to  develop  print- 
ing equipment  uninfluenced  by  anything 
on  the  market,  especially  designed  to  raise 
the  standard  of  Braille  printing.  I  per- 
sonally dictated  all  the  ideas  and  specifi- 
cations, the  engineer  tracing  them  on 
paper. 

But  how  was  I  to  know  that  his  draw- 
ings actually  sketched  my  ideas?  The 
only  way  I  could  know  this  was  to  wait 
until  the  patterns  were  made,  so  that  I 
could  feel  them.  Even  then  it  was  not 
possible  to  know  that  he  had  interpreted 
aright    all    of   the   ideas,    as   patterns   are 


October-December,  1933 


LIGHT 


made  only  for  the  castings,  the  finer 
mechanism  being  made  from  the  draw- 
ings themselves.  Therefore,  it  was  not 
until  after  the  mechanical  parts  were  act- 
ually made  that  I  could  check  the  en- 
gineer's work. 

Then,  to  my  distress,  I  learned  that  he 
had  utterly  failed  to  interpret  my  design 
for  the  clutch,  which  was  really  the  most 
important  part  of  the  electrically  con- 
trolled mechanism.  The  engineer  argued 
that  he  did  understand  what  I  suggested, 
but  that  he  deviated  from  it,  because  it 
wasn't  workable.  I  contended  that  it  was 
workable,  but  I  could  not  support  my  con- 
tention in  mechanical  terms,  and  for  a 
time  he  won  the  clay. 

When  the  machine  was  finally  as- 
sembled, the  clutch  seemed  a  complete 
failure.  Confronted  with  this,  the  engineer 
reluctantly  admitted  that  he  was  wrong. 
As  he  had  no  remedy  for  the  ill,  then  and 
there  I  took  the  reins  in  my  own  hands, 
and  with  the  mechanic's  assistance  we 
made  a  machine  out  of  it  in  almost  a  jiffy. 
*     *     * 

The  remedy  was  as  simple  as  the  cause 
of  the  difficulty  was  interesting.  The  en- 
gineer had  completely  misconstrued  my 
ideas  for  a  clutch.  Therefore,  he  designed 
it  upside  down. 

This  discovery  cost  me  another  black 
eye,  for  the  information  had  to  come 
through  the  tips  of  my  fingers,  examining 
carefully  each  integral  part  of  the  greasy 
mechanism.  But  the  cure  was  worth  the 
cost.  Having  discovered  the  cause,  the 
machinist  simply  reversed  the  clutch 
mechanism,  drilled  a  hole  or  two  for  the 
necessary  adjustments,  and  the  problem 
was  solved. 

In  the  vernacular  of  Braille  printing, 
the  machine  is  called  a  "stereotyper."  On 
it  the  stereotyped,  or  embossed  plates, 
from  which  the  Braille  pages  are  printed, 
are  made.  Among  other  modern  improve- 
ments, it  made  possible  the  setting  up  of 
Braille  matter  in  various  sizes  of  type  and 
line  spacing.  As  a  result,  we  were  able 
to  set  up  a  book  in  Braille  to  correspond, 
line  for  line  and  page  for  page,  with  the 
ink  print  copy.  For  ten  years  the  publish- 
ers of  this  book  had  been  told  that  such 
was  not  possible. 

In  recent  years,  improvements  have 
been  brought  out  on  this  machine  which 
have  revolutionized  Braille  printing, 
among  other  things,  perfecting  the  art  of 
printing  on  both  sides  of  the  paper,  which 


returns  a  net  saving  of  about  fifty  per 
cent  both  in  production  cost  and  volume. 

This  process  is  called  "interpointing," 
partially  for  the  reason  that  the  space  be- 
tween dots,  on  the  reverse  side  of  the  pa- 
per, is  used.  It  is  a  matter  of  very  deli- 
cate alignment.  If  a  machine  is  off  "reg- 
ister" only  two-thousandths  of  an  inch, 
the  result  is  similar  to  a  blur  in  ink  print, 
and  the  blind  reader  notices  at  a  glance 
the  imperfect  spacing.  Yet,  this  two-side 
printing,  when  accurately  done,  is  very 
legible  to  the  sensitive  fingers  of  the 
blind,  and  they  really  prefer  it  to  printing 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only. 

Sixteen  of  these  stereotyping  machines 
are  now  in  use  in  various  printing  plants, 
and  three  more  are  in  the  course  of  con- 
struction. 

Other  inventions  brought  out  under  my 
direction  are  improvements  on  printing 
presses — clever  clamps  for  locking  the 
plates  on  the  press  for  quick  make-ready, 
and  other  ingenious  designs  to  facilitate 
the  feeding  of  wet  paper,  which  is  always 
used  in  Braille  publications  of  a  perma- 
nent nature.  These  improvements  make 
it  possible  to  change  a  run  on  the  presses 
almost  in  the  twinkling  of  any  eye,  which 
is  very  essential  in  reducing  the  produc- 
tion cost  of  Braille  books,  usually  printed 
in  runs  of  only  50  or  100  copies. 

For  several  months  we  have  been  de- 
veloping equipment  for  the  printing  of 
books  in  the  Moon  type,  used  by  elderly 
people.  This  type-setting  machine  is  as 
revolutionary  in  design  as  it  it  compli- 
cated. 

Perhaps  most  important  of  my  inven- 
tions is  that  of  the  noiseless  portable 
Braille  typewriter  already  mentioned  in 
this  article,  the  development  of  which  is 
now  well  along.  It  is  specially  designed 
for  the  use  of  blind  salesmen,  reporters 
and  other  workers  and  for  students  in  the 
classroom.  It  will  not  weigh  more  than 
five  pounds  and  will  contain  in  a  case 
4x5x12  inches. 

And  it  will  meet  the  famous  "long-felt 
want"  that  inspires  all  successful  inven- 
tions, because  the  blind  have  wanted  this 
convenience  a  long  time. 


Again  and  again,  legacies  to  institutions  for 
the  blind  have  come  at  critical  times,  when 
money  was  badly  needed.  This  has  been 
especially  true  during  the  depression. 


More  than  34,000  Braille  books  yearly  are 
borrowed  from  the  Chicago  Public  Library  by 
blind  readers  in  seven  adjoining  states. 
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Let   the   Blind   Gun   for   Big   Game 

Sightless  Since  12,  David  E.  Cuyton  Has 
Succeeded  as  Teacher,  Banker  and  Writer 


// 


By  A  CORRESPONDENT 


THOUGH  totally  blind 
since  a  boy  of  twelve, 
David  E.  Guyton,  Blue 
Mountain,  Mississippi,  has 
received  recognition  as  a 
college  professor,  journalist, 
poet  and  bank  president. 

Born  on  a  Southern  plan- 
tation, son  of  Captain  J.  J. 
Guyton,  Confederate  officer, 
and  Callie  Hoyle  Guyton, 
February  21,  1880,  this  blind 
man,  who,  in  early  life,  de- 
termined not  to  be  downed 
by  the  darkness,  at  the  age 
of  eleven,  stabbed  himself  in 
the  eye  with  a  pocket-knife, 
becoming  totally  blind  at 
twelve. 

After  two  years  at  the 
Mississippi  State  School  for  the  Blind, 
Jackson,  he  studied  at  home  under  a  pri- 
vate tutor,  later  entering  a  college  for 
sighted  women,  being  the  first  man  to  re- 
ceive the  B.  A.  degree  from  Blue  Mountain 
College,  as  well  as  its  first  blind  student. 

Guyton  also  graduated  from  the  Uni- 
versity of  Mississippi  with  the  B.  S.  de- 
gree, studying  law,  and  leading  the  Junior 
law  class  with  a  sessional  grade  of  97  at 
the  state  university,  where  he  was  elected 
to  membership  in  Phi  Delta  Theta  and  in 
Sigma  Upsilon,  inter-national  literary  fra- 
ternity. He  was  the  first  blind  man  to 
graduate  from  the  University  of  Missis- 
sippi. 

Wishing  to  prepare  for  efficient  teach- 
ing, Guyton  entered  Columbia  University, 
New  York  City,  receiving  the  M.  A.  de- 
gree in  one  year,  being  Columbia's  first 
blind  M.  A.  student.  He  also  did  graduate 
study  in  the  University  of  Chicago. 

Within  a  week  after  graduating  from 
Blue  Mountain  College,  Guyton  was  in- 
vited to  serve  as  an  instructor  in  modern 
languages  in  his  alma  mater,  teaching 
French,  German  and  also  Anglo-Saxon. 

Proving  himself  able  to  teach  sighted 
students,  he  was  promoted  to  be  head  of 


David  E.  Guyton 


the  school  of  English  in  this 
institution,  which  is  a  stand- 
ard four-year  college  for 
women,  a  member  of  both 
the  Southern  Association  of 
Colleges  and  Association  of 
American  Colleges. 

After  specializing  in  his- 
tory and  political  science  in 
Columbia  University,  Guy- 
ton was  made  head  of  the 
school  of  history  and  politi- 
cal science  in  Blue  Moun- 
tain College,  which  position 
he  has  held  since  1914.  He 
is  now  teaching  his  twenty- 
ninth  session  on  this  faculty, 
receives  the  same  salary  and 
same  recognition  as  the 
other  full  professors. 
Guyton  always  has  a  private  reader  to 
serve  as  his  eyes,  using  this  reader  to 
prepare  for  his  recitations,  read  and  grade 
his  papers,  keep  his  school  records,  and 
see  that  everything  goes  well  in  the  class- 
room . 

Guyton  dictates  diagrams,  maps,  out- 
lines and  similar  teaching  aids  for  the 
black  board,  makes  much  use  of  dramati- 
zation in  his  classes,  and  is  assured  by  his 
students  that  they  rarely  ever  even  think 
of  his  being  blind  when  at  his  work. 

Guyton  knows  from  his  own  experience 
that  blindness  is  no  bar  to  teaching 
sighted  students,  but  admits  that  boards 
of  trustees  and  college  presidents  are  not 
yet  fully  aware  of  the  truth  of  this  evi- 
dent fact. 

Guyton  for  years  has  been  an  active 
newspaper  reporter,  writing  news  stories, 
feature  articles  and  other  contributions 
to  a  number  of  metropolitan  dailies.  He 
has  a  nose  for  news,  writes  rapidly  on  the 
typewriter,  makes  his  own  carbon  copies, 
folds  and  mails  his  own  materials,  and 
resorts  to  telegraph  and  telephone  for 
spot  news,  just  as  any  sighted  reporter 
would  do.  He  has  attracted  wide  atten- 
tion as  a  journalist,  and  his  copy  has 
been  highly  praised  by  the  editors.    Some 
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months  ago  his  activities  were  given  na- 
tional notice  in  the  "Strange  as  it  Seems"' 
pictorial  newspaper  feature  of  John  Hix. 

Fond  of  poetry,  and  with  a  natural 
sense  of  rhythm,  he  has  been  writing 
verses  all  his  life,  making  no  pretense  at 
writing  real  poetry,  but  producing  and 
getting  published  hundreds  of  newspaper 
poems,  appearing  in  daily  and  weekly 
newspapers  all  over  the  country.  More 
than  two  hundred  of  these  poems  have 
been  published  during  the  past  three 
years. 

Familiar  with  the  fundamental  theories 
of  political  science,  which  he  has  been 
teaching  for  years,  and  successful  in 
handling  his  own  private  affairs,  Guyton 
was  several  months  ago  elected  a  director 
of  the  Bank  of  Blue  Mountain,  simply  be- 
ing called  up  over  the  telephone  and  asked 
if  he  would  agree  to  serve  on  the  board. 
The  same  day,  he  was  elected  president 
of  the  bank,  by  the  board  of  directors, 
the  first  blind  man  in  the  United  States, 
it  is  said,  to  receive  this  recognition. 
*     *     * 

Guyton  sees  no  reason  on  earth  why  a 
blind  man  with  natural  business  ability 
and  theoretical  training  in  the  principles 
and  practices  of  banking  should  not  ren- 
der satisfactory  service  as  a  bank  director, 
or  even  president.  Eyes  are  not  essential 
to  sound  business  judgment,  the  chief  as- 
set of  a  banker,  along  with  character  and 
integrity.  The  main  barrier  to  overcome 
is  the  lack  of  understanding  on  the  part 
of  the  sighted  of  the  actual  and  potential 
powers  of  the  blind. 

Guyton  is  happily  married,  his  wife  be- 
ing a  member  of  the  faculty  of  Blue 
Mountain  College,  and  also  one  of  the 
only  two  women  selected  to  serve  as  a 
member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  state 
institutions  of  higher  learning  in  Missis- 
sippi. Mrs.  Guyton,  a  childhood  sweet- 
heart of  Guyton,  loves  books ;  and  he  and 
she  find  much  joy  in  learning.  Mrs.  Guy- 
ton was  Miss  Corinne  O'Neal  Rogers, 
New  Albany,  Mississippi,  and  she  is  both 
eyes  and  inspiration  to  her  husband.  They 
have  no  children. 

Guyton  is  a  radio  fan  of  the  keenest 
relish,  and  always  keeps  the  best  radio 
his  money  can  buy.  He  regards  radio  as 
the  biggest  single  benefaction  to  the 
blind.  He  can  operate  commercial  tele- 
graph instruments,  teaches  a  men's  Bible 
class  in  Sunday  School,  and  takes  an  ac- 
tive part  in  political  and  economic  life, 
rarely  ever  even  meeting  a  blind  person. 


He  reads  and  appreciates  Braille,  but  finds 
it  more  satisfactory  to  utilize  his  readers. 
His  Braille  writer  is  regularly  made  use 
of  in  taking  notes.  But  he  believes  that 
the  blind  should  rely  upon  their  own 
memories  as  much  as  possible,  and  should 
make  a  point  of  proving  to  sighted  people 
that  blindness  is  only  a  minor  matter 
when  it  comes  to  the  larger  attainments 
of  life. 

As  soon  as  seeing  men  and  women 
realize  what  gifted  blind  men  and  women 
can  accomplish,  doors  of  opportunity  will 
be  flung  wide  open ;  and  the  blind  will 
come  into  their  inheritance,  scoring  bril- 
liant successes  in  various  lines  of  activity, 
and  forever  eradicating  the  notion  that 
blind  people  can  do  little  else  than  sit  on 
the  street  corner,  cup  in  hand. 

However,  he  admits  that  he  has  en- 
joyed "the  breaks"  most  of  his  life,  attri- 
buting no  little  of  his  own  small  success 
to  the  smiles  of  Lady  Luck,  who  has 
stood  him  in  good  stead  all  along.  He  be- 
lieves the  blind  should  mingle  as  much  as 
possible  among  the  sighted,  forget  their 
blindness,  and  make  everybody  else  for- 
get it. 

Blind  people  with  teaching  talent  can 
render  good  service  in  teaching  sighted 
students.  Blindness  is  no  bar  to  literary 
production.  Eyes  are  not  essentials  of 
journalistic  achievement,  and  blind  bank- 
ers can  hardly  do  a  poorer  job  than 
sighted  bankers  have  done  during  the 
past  several  years. 

Let  the  blind  go  gunning  for  big  game, 
and  quit  wasting  perfectly  good  ammuni- 
tion on  insignificant  game.  The  blind 
must  refuse  to  be  placed  upon  the  bargain 
counter.  They  must  claim  their  place  in 
the  big  show-windows,  and  must  break 
into  the  majors  in  the  big  game  of  life. 


"Blindcraft"  A  Trademark 

The  word  "Blindcraft"  is  a  trademark,  regis- 
tered in  the  United  States  Patent  Office,  and  the 
property  of  the  San  Francisco  Association  for 
the  Blind,  which  conducts  at  Seventh  and 
Howard  streets,  that  city,  a  factory  for  the  work 
of  the  blind,  whose  products  are  sold  under 
this  trademark. 

In  the  August-September,  1933,  number  of 
"Light,"  reference  was  made  to  sales  of  "blind- 
craft" work  by  Lions'  Club.  This  was  a  misuse 
of  the  word,  and  while  unintentional,  leads' the 
management  of  the  San  Francisco  institution  to 
call  attention  to  its  trademark  right.  It  has 
been  necessary  to  make  other  corrections,  and 
to  alertly  protect  the  word,  which  cannot  be 
used  by  others. 

The  Editor  of  "Light"  is  sorry  that  the  mis- 
take occurred. 
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His   Voice  Made    Its   Own   Career 

A  Peculiarly  Sympathetic  Baritone,  Finely  Trained, 
Marked    Earl    Houk   for   Solo  Singing   at    Funerals 

By  RALPH  ANDERSON 


ALTHOUGH  Earl  C. 
Houk,  blind  bari- 
tone, has  sung  as 
soloist  at  nearly  five 
thousand  funerals  the 
past  twenty  years,  he 
finds  his  calling  far  from 
saddening. 

"People  nowadays  take 
a  more  hopeful  view  of 
death  than  they  did  a 
generation  ago,"  he  says. 
"Mournful  and  depress- 
ing hymns,  like  'Nearer 
My  Go  to  Thee,'  'The 
Vacant  Chair'  and  'Shall 
We  Gather  at  the  River?' 
are  seldom  if  ever  re- 
quested at  services,  and 
present-day  favorites  are  songs  like  'The 
End  of  a  Perfect  Day,'  by  Carrie  Tacobs 
Bond." 

Mr.  Houk  is  an  ardent  baseball  fan, 
and  is  well  known  to  ball  players,  um- 
pires, sports  writers  and  managers,  be- 
cause for  two  seasons  he  handled  the 
Associated  Press  short  score,  and  the 
baseball  game  descriptions  for  the  Los 
Angeles  Record.  Also,  in  addition  to  his 
musical  activities,  he  has  found  time  to 
devote  to  the  insurance  business,  holding 
an  agency  with  the  E.  D.  Williams  Com- 
pany, of  Los  Angeles,  representing  the 
Norwich  Union  Indemnity  and  Dixie  Eire 
insurance  companies. 

It  was  largely  by  accident  that  he  be- 
came a  funeral  soloist.  An  Elk  for  many 
years,  he  was  appointed  soloist  by  his 
Los  Angeles  lodge,  No.  99,  and  in  that 
capacity  was  called  upon  to  sing  at  lodge 
funerals.  People  liked  the  peculiarly  sym- 
pathetic quality  of  his  voice,  and  outside 
requests  came  to  him,  until  in  1912  he 
abandoned  other  musical  work  to  devote 
his   whole  time  to   these   engagements. 

Mr.  Houk  is  associated  with  the  LeRoy 
Bagley  Mortuary,  5440  Hollywood  boule- 
vard, Hollywood,  as  resident  soloist,  and 
in  conversation  with  the  writer  Mr.  Le- 
Roy Bagley  said,  "Earl's  sympathetic  and 
beautifully    trained    baritone    voice    has 


Earl  C.  Houk 


elicited  much  favorable 
comment  from  those  re- 
quiring his  services,  and 
we  value  him  highly  as 
a  member  of  our  organ- 
ization." 

Born  in  New  Brighton, 
Pennsylvania,  and  losing 
his  sight  when  only  six 
weeks  old,  by  infection, 
little  Earl  attended  the 
public  schools  of  that 
city,  and  entered  the 
A¥estern  Pennsylvania 
Institution  for  the  Blind, 
at  Pittsburgh.  There  he 
studied  voice  and  choir 
singing  under  the  noted 
organist  and  choirmast- 
er, Richard  R.  Broadberry,  and  completed 
his  education  at  the  Institution  for  the 
Blind  at  Indianapolis,  when  his  parents 
moved  to  Indiana.  Besides  high  school 
and  junior  college,  he  studied  voice,  vio- 
lin, piano  tuning  and  building. 

Then  followed  two  years  at  the  Metro- 
politan School  of  Music,  Indianapolis, 
where  he  was  the  only  blind  student,  and 
received  voice  training  and  a  diploma  in 
the  teachers'  course. 

After  graduation,  he  accepted  a  posi- 
tion as  principal  of  the  vocal  department 
of  the  Conservatory  of  Music  of  Witten- 
burg  College,  Springfield,  Ohio,  and  after 
four  years,  resigned  to  come  to  Los  An- 
geles, where  he  has  lived  ever  since. 

He  was  soloist  and  choirmaster  at  the 
First  English  Lutheran  Church,  Los  An- 
geles, for  twelve  years,  and  filled  the  same 
position  at  the  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Eagle  Rock.  To  assist  in  paying  his  tui- 
tion in  Indianapolis,  he  was  a  member  of 
the  solo  quartet  of  the  Fourth  Presby- 
terian Church,  that  city,  of  which  Rev. 
Dr.  Mclntyre,  president  of  Wabash  Col- 
lege, was  pastor.  He  has  also  studied 
with  William  Shakespear,  of  London, 
England,  and  Louis  Graveure,  the  re- 
nowned Belgian  baritone.  Mr.  Houk  is 
married,  and  has  a  grown  daughter,  and  a 
son  in  Fairfax  High  School. 
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KFAC  is  Our  Official  Radio  Station 

The  Braille  Institute  of  America  inaugurated 
a  series  of  weekly  broadcasts  over  Station 
KFAC,  Los  Angeles,  Thursday,  November  9, 
at  4:45  P.  M. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  the  Los  Angeles 
Broadcasting  Company,  owners  of  KFAC,  that 
station  becomes  the  official  broadcasting  station 
of  the  Institute,  which  is  entirely  in  accord  with 
its  altruistic  policy. 

Each  week  officials  and  friends  of  the  Insti- 
tute will  speak,  and  blind  artists  will  be  pre- 
sented. 

The  object  of  these  broadcasts  is  to  bring  to 
the  public  a  comprehensive,  sympathetic  under- 
standing of  the  problems  of  the  physically  blind, 
and  to  show  what  they  can  do  toward  earning 
independent  livelihoods  in  the  trades  and  pro- 
fessions when  successfully  fitted  for  them. 

Robert  A.  Odell,  president  of  the  institution 
was  the  speaker  on  the  first  program  and  Cal- 
vin Hendricks,  blind  baritone  of  the  Braille  In- 
stitute, was  the  artist. 

On  November  16,  William  H.  Kindig,  secre- 
tary of  the  Braille  Institute  and  associated  with 
its  founder  for  21  years  in  the  effort  to  promote 
the  welfare  of  the  blind,  was  the  speaker.  Earl 
C.  Houk,  church  and  concert  baritone,  was  the 
soloist. 

Judge  Frank  C.  Collier,  of  the  Los  Angeles 
County  Superior  Court  and  Trustee  of  the 
Braille  Institute,  was  of  the  speaker  November 
23.  Judge  Collier  confined  his  talk  to  the  em- 
ployment problem  as  it  relates  to  the  blind  and 
pointed  out  that  the  passage  of  House  of  Rep- 
resentative bill  No.  5694,  now  pending  before 
Congress,  would  be  a  happy  solution  thereof, 
with  no  burden  to  the  tax-payers  or  private 
philanthropy.  Friends  of  the  blind  were  urged 
to  write  their  Congressmen  to  support  the 
measure  when  it  comes  up  for  consideration  in 
the  oncoming  session  of  Congress. 

You  are  invited  to  tune  in  to  these  programs, 
which  will  be  broadcast  every  Thursday  after- 
noon at  4:45.  Send  your  comments  and  sug- 
gestions to  KFAC,  3443  Wilshire  boulevard,  Los 
Angeles,  or  to  the  Braille  Institute  of  America. 


Blind   Girl   Scouts 

The  United  States  has  eighteen  Girl  Scout 
troops  for  the  blind,  all  of  whom  successfully 
carry  on  the  activities  of  Scouting  despite  their 
handicap.  In  her  report  to  the  American  Braille 
Press,  Mrs.  Helen  Ward  Stevens,  a  member  of 
the  board  of  directors  of  the  National  Girl  Scout 
Organization,  says  that  "regular  Girl  Scouting 
can  be  given  blind  girls,  and  it  is  the  judgment 
of  experienced  leaders  that  changes  in  the  reg- 
ular requirements  should  be  made  only  if  ab- 
solutely necessary.  The  girls  themselves  want 
no  changes,  no  concessions."  The  organization 
has  provided  many  Braille  books  and  pamphlets 
to  blind  Girl  Scouts,  and  a  new  handbook  is 
to  be  issued  soon. — Literary  Digest. 


Blind  Woman  Demonstrator 

A  large  department  store  organized  a  sales 
campaign  on  washing  machines  which  had  a 
motor-drive  wringer  attached. 

The  main  obstacle  in  selling  these  machines 
was  to  convince  women  that  the  wringer  was 
safe — that  it  could  not  harm  them  by  catching 
their  fingers  in  the  rolls. 

Some  stores  had  demonstrated  this  point  by 
having  an  operator  stick  her  fingers  in  the 
wringer,  but  a  better  way  was  found  by  this 
particular  store. 

A  blind  woman  was  hired  to  run  the  wringer 
in  a  big  show  window,  and  spectators  became 
convinced  that  what  was  safe  for  a  blind  woman 
must  be  absolutely  harmless  for  a  sighted  per- 
son. 

The  innovation  suggests  that  blind  persons, 
men  as  well  as  women,  could  often  do  the  work 
of  window  and  store  demonstrators,  and  the 
fact  that  such  operators  were  sightless  would 
lend  interest  to   the   demonstration. 


In  another  year,  it  is  hoped,  every  blind  per- 
son in  Great  Britain  will  have  a  radio  set.  Some 
23,000  sets  have  already  been  supplied  to  needy 
blind  listeners,  and  since  1929  nearly  a  quarter- 
million  dollars  has  been  contributed  by  the  pub- 
lic for  this  purpose. 


A  woman  in  Georgia  who  has  lived  to  be 
over  100  years  old,  declares  she  never  has  seen 
an  automobile.  No  wonder  she  has  lived  so 
long. 


"I  never  take  my  trouble  home  with  me  from 
the  office." 

"I   don't  have  to,  either;   mine's   also  usually 
there  at  home,  waiting  for  me." 


Served  Families  of  Hollywood 
for  Fifteen  Years 

LeRoy  Bagley  Morturary 

8440  Hollywood  Blvd.,  Hollywood 

— ♦— 

A  LeRoy  Bagley  Service  .  .  .  Com- 
plete to  the  smallest  detail.   Cost 
no  more  and  frequently  less 
than  elsewhere. 

— ♦— 

The  Public  is  invited  to  visit  the 
Mortuary  any  time  for  informa- 
tion  as   to   funeral   methods,   cus- 
toms and  costs. 

— ♦— 

Any  service  at  this  Mortuary  makes  each 
funeral  a  Memorial  Tribute. 


14 


LIGHT 


October-December,  1933 


A  Blinded  French  Soldier's  Come-Back 

Georges  Scapini  Mastered  Law  with  His  Fingers, 
and  Gained  the  Bar  and  a  Good   Legal   Practice 

From   "A   Challenge  to  Darkness,"  the  Life  Story  of  J.   Georges   Scapini,   published 
by  Doubleday,  Doran  &  Company. 


SOME  people  have  said  to  me  by  way 
of  consolation,  "Bah !  since  you  are 
blind,  you  escape  the  sight  of  many 
ugly  things."  I  think  that  the  first  time  I 
heard  this  remark,  I  could  have  killed  the 
person  who  said  it. 

Now,  my  sight  was  quenched  forever. 
I  must  find  some  means  of  retrieving  my 
loss.  I  looked  straight  at  the  circum- 
stances of  my  changed  life,  resolved  to 
throw  overboard  all  the  foolish  scruples 
which  had  prevented  me  from  learning 
Braille,  and  undertook  to  acquire  the  art 
of  reading  with  my  fingers.  It  was  not 
long  before  I  got  so  that  I  could  read 
slowly,  and  write. 

Alone,  shut  up  in  my  room,  I  began 
reading  a  book.  I  noticed,  however,  a 
curious  feeling  of  shame.  I  tried  in  vain 
to  read  when  anyone,  even  my  mother, 
was  present.  A  strange  shyness  seized  me 
as  soon  as  a  third  person  appeared  on  the 
scene.  The  signs  at  my  fingertips  had  no 
shape  in  my  brain.  I  forced  myself  to 
tackle  this  difficulty,  and  little  by  little  I 
became  expert  in  writing,  and  gained  a 
certain  amount  of  speed  in  reading.  This 
was  a  revelation  to  me,  and  I  felt  im- 
mensely proud  of  having  overcome  the 
obstacles  in  two  essential  departments  of 
re-education — reading  and  writing. 

At  that  time,  I  undertook  a  round  of 
visits  to  all  the  friends  of  my  family,  to 
find  a  job. 

On  this  occasion,  I  gained  a  rapid  but 
complete  acquaintance  with  life.  Every- 
body promised  to  help  me  along,  and  posi- 
tively declared  that  something  would  be 
found  for  me.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  they 
did  nothing.  It  was  then  that  I  under- 
stood life  as  it  really  is.  The  war  was 
already  a  matter  of  the  past,  and  in  the 
future  I  must  not  count  on  anyone  but 
myself. 

It  was  imperative  that  I  should  find  a 
profession  which  would  not  require  any- 
body's patronage,  at  least  not  in  the  be- 
ginning. I  knew  of  but  one  such  pro- 
fession—the    practice     of     law.      Conse- 


quently, I  decided  to  become  a  lawyer, 
bought  the  books  necessary,  and  begged 
a  law  professor  to  initiate  me  into  the 
legal  mysteries. 

I  liked  my  work.  What  I  was  trying  to 
do  opened  up  new  horizons  to  me,  and  I 
made  up  my  mind  to  organize  my  life  in 
a  rational  manner  by  using  to  the  utmost 
the  faculties  I  still  possessed. 

I  learned  to  ride  horseback.  At  first,  I 
had  some  queer  experiences,  but  one  or 
two  falls  without  any  serious  conse- 
quences contributed  to  my  discipline,  so 
that  soon  I  felt  quite  at  home  in  the  sad- 
dle. I  went  out  into  the  woods  a  great 
deal  with  only  a  groom  as  escort.  At  first 
the  worthy  man  insisted  that  I  should  let 
him  guide  my  horse  with  a  leading  rein. 
I  stubbornly  refused,  and  all  went  finely. 
On  horseback  I  had  a  sense  of  absolute 
self-reliance.  This  experience  in  riding 
was  decisive — I  no  longer  doubted  that  I 
should  regain  my  independence. 

Ever  since  my  childhood  I  had  been  a 
good  swimmer.  One  day  I  went  with 
some  friends  to  a  pool,  and  to  their  sur- 
prise I  plunged  right  in  with  perfect  ease, 
trusting  only  to  instinctive  reactions. 

I  also  rode  a  bicycle,  skated,  and  did  a 
little  fencing. 

Learning  Braille  had  suggested  to  me 
the  idea  of  playing  cards.  I  looked  about 
to  see  if  there  were  any  special  games  for 
the  blind.  There  were  some,  but  they 
were  complicated,  and  not  easy  to  follow. 
I  imagined  something  else  that  suited  me 
better,  and  began  to  play  simple  games. 
I  had  always  heard  that  bridge  was  a 
noble  game,  and  I  had  someone  teach  me 
the  rules,  quickly  got  the  hang,  and  could 
soon  play  respectably. 

I  did  not  neglect  my  law  studies,  and 
when  the  time  came  for  the  first  examina- 
tion, I  passed  successfully.  I  asked  if  the 
period  of  the  two  following  examinations 
could  be  shortened,  and  took  them  in  the 
same  year,  a  gain  of  two  years,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  Paris. 

The  first  client  who  put  a  fee  on  my 
office  table  filled  my  heart  with  pride  and 
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joy,  even  if  the  sum  was  a  small  one.  I 
had  passed  through  the  hardest  stage  of 
my  progress,  and  had  only  to  keep  on,  and 
that  was  comparatively  simple. 

In  ordinary  life,  people  think  that  every 
individual  without  sight  becomes  a  crea- 
ture deprived  of  all  activity,  all  power, 
and  all  work.  Human  beings  do  not  take 
the  trouble  to  reflect. 

It  is  difficult  to  contend  with  prejudices, 
and  it  is  ill-advised  to  argue,  to  say,  "I 
can  do  this,  I  can  do  that."  One  must  be 
able  to  say,  "I  have  done  this,  I  have  done 
that." 


Bureau  of  Better  Business  for  the  Blind 

Our  Bureau  of  Better  Business  for  the  Blind 
reminds  "Light"  readers  that  in  every  metro- 
polis, and  often  in  many  rural  districts,  there 
may  be  found  blind  men  and  women  in  the  busi- 
ness and  professional  world  who  are  depending 
upon  their  own  resourcefulness  for  independent 
livelihoods  —  in  salesmanship,  fire  and  life  in- 
surance, real  estate  and  brokerage  and  other 
commercial  enterprises;  others  are  leading  in 
the  professions  as  doctors,  lawyers,  musicians, 
teachers,  lecturers  and  the  like. 

They  ask  only  for  a  chance  —  a  chance  to 
merit  your  patronage  that  they  can  maintain 
their  self-respect  and  thereby  earn  independent 
livelihoods.  "Light"  asks  that  you  give  them 
your  moral  support  and  patronage. 


Vocations  Successfully  Followed 
by  the   Blind 

That  the  blind  when  successfully  rehabilitated 
can  make  good  in  the  industrial  and  professional 
world  is  indicated  by  personality  sketches  of 
successful  blind  men  and  women  which  are 
featured  in  "Light,"  a  magazine  published  by 
the  Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc.,  741  North 
Vermont  Avenue,  Los  Angeles,   Calif. 

Specifically  the  object  of  "Light"  as  stated  in 
its  masthead  is  "to  further  acquaint  sighted  peo- 
ple with  the  ambitions  and  successes  of  the 
blind." 

The  following  are  some  of  the  vocations  which 
have  been  featured  as  successful  vocations  for 
the  blind: 


Senators 

Insurance  salesman 

Dictaphone  operator 

Psychiatrist 

Osteopath 

Radio  entertainer 

Orchestra  leader 

Fisherman 

Toastmaster 

Wrestler 

Playwright 

Piano-tuner 

Editor  and  publisher 

Radio  builder 

Japanese  minister 

Factory  workers 

Inventor  rubber  Braille  tags 

Professional  pianist 

Salesman  typewriter  supplies 

Wire  sculptural  artist 


Beauty  operator 

Teacher 

Novelist 

Telephone  operator 

Director  Blind  Institute 

Postman 

Art  shop  business 

Siamese  preacher 

Cellist 

Mechanic 

Blind  harness  overseer 

for  circus 
Gardener 
Housewife 
Piano  teacher 
Organist 
Poultry  business 
Attorney 
Banker 


The  Braille  Institute  of  America  is  a  national 
philanthropic  institution  devoted  exclusively  to 
the  welfare  of  the  blind. 


HAVE  YOU  A  RELATIVE  OR 

FRIEND  WITHOUT   SIGHT 

WITH  WHOM  YOU  LIKE  TO 

CORRESPOND? 

Hill's  Writing  Guide 

specially  designed  for  the  blind  or 
near-sighted  makes  this  possible. 

Its  use  brings  independence  to  the  blind. 
With  it  the  blind  can  write  longhand  with 
ease,  precision,  accuracy  and  satisfaction. 

ONLY  A  LIMITED  NUMBER  LEFT 
Price    1.00,    Postpaid — Mailed    Anywhere 

Instruction  Sheet  Included 

SEND  ONE  TO  YOUR  BLIND 

FRIEND  OR  RELATIVE  AS  A 

CHRISTMAS  PRESENT 

C.   G.    HILL 

P.  O.  Box  123,  Long  Beach,  Calif. 

(Demonstrator  may  be  seen  at  the  Braille 
Institute  of  America,  741  North  Vermont  Ave.) 


Carpenter    Paper 
Company 


of  California 
— ♦— 

SQUARE 
BRAND 
PRINTING 
PAPERS 


6931   Stanford  Avenue,  Los  Angeles 
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A   Gift   of   Work   to   the    Blind 

While   on   Part  Time,   Last   Summer,  Braille 
Institute  Employees  Gave  Labor  to  Make  a  Book 


THE  factory  employees  of  the  Braille 
Institute  of  America  believe  in  the 
service  the  institution  is  rendering  to 
the  blind,  and  they  have  a  way  of  show- 
ing their  faith  by  their  works. 

In  midsummer,  when  the  printing  de- 
partment was  threatened  by  a  temporary 
suspension  of  operation,  and  when  the 
Institute's  funds  would  not  justify  the 
sponsorship  of  many  books,  the  em- 
ployees came  forward  with  a  constructive 
suggestion.  They  voluntarily  agreed  to 
donate  the  labor  in  the  publication  of  a 
good  book  in  Braille,  provided  the  Braille 
Institute  would  furnish  the  material  and 
necessary  overhead  expense  entailed  in 
its  production.  This  the  Institute  gladly 
agreed  to  do. 

The  book  selected  was  "Scouting  on 
Two  Continents,"  by  Major  Frederick 
Russell  Burnham.  When  the  matter  was 
called  to  Major  Burnham's  attention,  in 
seeking  the  reprinting  privileges,  Major 
Burnham,  himself  a  Los  Angeles  resident, 
was  deeply  moved,  and  spontaneously 
offered  some  financial  assistance  by  which 
to  supply  free  copies  of  the  book  to  lead- 
ing libraries,  which  conduct  free  lending 
departments  of  books  for  the  blind, 
throughout  the  nation  and  in  other  coun- 
tries. 

On  the  title  page  of  the  book  appears 
the  following  matter,  both  in  inkprint  and 
in  Braille  : 

"This,  the  Braille  edition  of  'Scouting 
on  Two  Continents,'  is  dedicated  to 
Braille  readers  everywhere  by  the  em- 
ployees of  the  Universal  Braille  Press, 
who  generously  gave  their  time  and  labor 
in  its  making,  and  by  the  Braille  Insti- 
tute of  America,  Inc.,  which  donated  the 
materials.  Acknowledgment  is  due  to  the 
United  Printing  Company,  of  Los  An- 
geles, which  supplied  the  inkprint  title 
page. 

"The  Braille  Institute  of  America  is  in- 
debted to  the  author,  Maj.  Frederick  R. 
Burnham,  for  a  generous  contribution 
which  made  it  possible  to  supply  free 
copies  to  libraries  in  the  United  States, 
and  to  the  School  for  the  Blind,  Wor- 
cester,   South    Africa ;    Library    for    the 


Blind,  Grahamstown,  South  Africa ; 
Braille  Library,  Melbourne,  Australia; 
National  Library  for  the  Blind,  London, 
England ;  New  Zealand  Institute  for  the 
Blind,  Auckland,  New  Zealand  ;  American 
Braille  Press,  Paris,  France ;  and  Cana- 
dian National  Institute,  Toronto,  On- 
tario." 

Maj.  Burnham's  appreciation  of  the 
ability  of  the  blind  is  expressed  in  the  fol- 
lowing words,  written  to  a  blind  friend : 

"I  always  recall,  with  what  wonderful 
precision  and  a  touch  as  light  as  air,  you 
piloted  your  way  along  down  the  avenue. 
As  you  perhaps  remember,  I  was  a  scout, 
and  trained  to  keen  perception,  yet  com- 
pared to  yours  as  you  have  developed  it, 
I  feel  I  would  be  like  the  Roman  warrior 
at  the  overwhelming  of  Pompeii  by  Vesu- 
vius, obliged  to  depend  upon  a  blind  per- 
son to  save  my  life." 

Today,  the  organization  of  the  Univer- 
sal Braille  Press  is  again  working  full 
time,  twenty  people,  three  of  whom  are 
blind,  and  seven  handicapped. 

In  producing  "Scouting  on  Two  Con- 
tinents" as  a  labor  gift  to  the  blind,  these 
employees  apportioned  the  work  on  an 
equitable  basis.  A  total  of  400  man-hours 
was  required  to  print  the  three  volumes 
in  Braille,  and  an  edition  of  sixty  copies 
was  published.  The  gift  was  inspired  by 
the  knowledge  that,  times  or  no  times, 
the  blind  always  need  more  good  books. 


Free   Language   Lessons   in   Braille 

Free  lessons  in  Spanish,  Italian,  French  and 
German  Braille  are  offered  blind  students  by 
the  Lions'  Club  of  Orlando,  Florida.  Instruc- 
tion is  given  by  correspondence,  and  the  club 
has  225  students,  located  in  39  states,  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  and  one  oceanic  island,  six  of 
them  deaf  as  well  as  blind.  The  supervisor  of 
this  institution  is  Mrs.  N.  M.  G.  Prange,  who 
says:  "The  instruction  has  passed  the  inspec- 
tion of  an  accomplished  linguist,  and  the  Braille 
characters  were  secured  from  abroad.  The  let- 
ters of  these  languages  are  the  same  as  in  Eng- 
lish, and  the  Braille  letters  are  the  same  for  the 
alphabet,  but  each  marked  letter  has  its  own 
symbol  in  each  language.  Help  can  be  given  by 
anyone  reading  script,  whether  knowing  the 
language  or  not,  for  each  symbol  is  penciled. 
It  would  seem  that  there  would  be  a  demand  for 
this  service  in  our  large  cities." 


October-December,  1933 


LIGHT 


17 


A   Blind   Cookery   Expert 

Even   Before    Losing   His    Sight,   Reginald    White 
Liked  to  Cook— So  This  Became  His  New  Calling 


AMONG  occupations  for  the  blinded 
adult,  cookery  seems  to  be  un- 
i  common.  But  Reginald  D.  White, 
of  Stockton,  California,  adopted  it  when 
his  eyesight  vanished,  nearly  ten  years 
ago,  and  has  made  it  a  profession  as  well 
as  a  hobby.  He  frequently  gives  cooking 
talks  over  the  radio,  conducts  cooking 
classes,  and  is  a  demonstrator  of  cooking 
appliances. 

Mr.  White  lives  at  1431  South  Cali- 
fornia street,  Stockton,  reports  the  little 
periodical  of  the  Pacific  Gas  and  Electric 
Company,  San  Francisco,  and  his  home 
is  "all-electric,"  so  that  besides  cooking 
he  is  able  to  do  most  of  the  other  house- 
hold work. 

He  has  the  aid  of  a  trained  police  dog, 
"Wickee,"  who  understands  from  850  to 
1,000  words,  and  can  lead  her  blind  master 
to  anv  business  establishment  in  down- 
town Stockton. 

Mr.  White  keeps  house  for  his  wife  and 
seven-year-old  daughter,  Florence.  He 
cooks  the  meals,  does  the  washing-  and 
ironing,  performs  all  the  other  tasks  in 
the  home. 

A  few  months  ago  he  took  charge  of  a 
cooking  class  sponsored  by  Jane  Friendly 
of  the  San  Francisco  "Chronicle."  At  an- 
other time  he  gave  demonstrations  in  the 
use  of  an  electric  ironer  at  stores  in  San 
Francisco,  Oakland,  and  Stockton.  And 
every  so  often  he  makes  radio  talks  on 
home  economics. 

White  learned  housekeeping  twice — be- 
fore and  after  he  became  blind  in  1925. 
As  a  boy  he  was  his  mother's  "hired  girl" 
and  got  so  much  satisfaction  out  of  "mak- 
ing things"  that  he  read  every  cook  book 
he  could  lay  his  hands  on. 

When  White  lost  his  sight,  housekeep- 
ing became  for  him  a  necessity  instead 
of  a  hobby,  because  Mrs.  White  turned 
wage-earner  and  he  took  over  her  duties. 
But  he  soon  found  a  way  to  overcome  his 
handicap.  To  "do  housework  quickly  and 
properly,"  he  completely  electrified  his 
home.  He  installed  an  electric  range,  re- 
frigerator, water  heater,  washing  machine, 
ironer,   portable   heater   and   many   small 


appliances.  Most  of  them  are  specially 
marked  so  that  he  can  regulate  them  per- 
fectly. 

With  the  aid  of  his  electric  servants, 
White  gets  his  housework  done  speedily 
and  well,  and  has  "all  sorts  of  leisure 
time."    He  says : 

"I  can  prepare  as  many  dishes  as  any- 
one, perhaps  more.  I  can  bake  anything 
from  sugar  cookies  to  angel-food  cake  or 
French  macaroons.  I  can  get  a  dinner  for 
eight  or  ten  persons  on  two  hours'  notice. 
I  can  cook  inexpensively,  too.  Last  month 
I  turned  out  520  meals  at  a  cost  of  less 
than  12  cents  per  person  per  meal." 


Lottery   for  the   Blind 

The  1,000  blind  poor  persons  of  Madrid,  as- 
serting that  the  motor  car  has  made  dangerous 
the  playing  of  musical  instruments  or  begging 
in  the  streets,  have  formed  a  new  scheme  to 
avoid  being  dependent  on  charity.  This  is  a 
daily  lottery,  consisting  of  tickets  selling  at 
about  a  penny,  with  a  large  number  of  small 
prizes.  The  blind  vendors  earn  small  sums  in 
selling  the  tickets,  of  which  the  daily  sale  is 
about  4,000,  the  largest  number  being  purchased 
in  the  poorer  districts. — New  York  Times. 


A   Difficult  Achievement 

Forced  into  seclusion  during  the  last  years  of 
his  life,  by  failing  eyesight,  the  late  Viscount 
Grey  of  Falloden,  foreign  minister  of  Great 
Britain  from  1905  to  1916,  attained  an  expert 
knowledge  of  Braille,  by  self-instruction. 

As  he  did  this  while  still  retaining  some  sight, 
his  case  is  unique,  for  it  is  seldom  that  a  sighted 
person  learns  to  read  Braille  by  touch,  apart 
from  picking  out  a  few  letters.  Sighted  proof- 
readers and  printers  at  the  Braille  Institute  of 
America  become  proficient  in  reading  by  sight, 
but  are  helpless  when  it  comes  to  deciphering 
Braille  with  their  fingertips. 


Even  the  blind  are  not  exempt  from  bridge! 
Experts  have  invaded  their  domain  with  sys- 
tems in  Braille.  Once  there  was  some  consola- 
tion in  being  blind,  bewails  the  Hackensack 
"Record,"  but  that  excuse  for  not  playing  con- 
tract is  gone  forever. 

However,  there  are  advantages  —  the  blind 
player  cannot  see  the, fierce  look  of  contempt 
when  he  forces  his  partner's  psychic,  and  is  not 
at  all  downcast  by  the  clouded  brow  of  an  op- 
ponent when  he  has  played  from  the  wrong 
hand. 


REMEMBER  through  advertising  in  "Light," 
all  subscription  revenue  is  net  to  the  blind. 
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How  You  Can  Change  a  Nickel  for  a  Quarter 

It's  Simple,  When  You   Know  How,  and  Anybody 
Can   Turn   the  Trick   by  the   Power  of  Advertising 


A1 


LL  you  pay  for 
the  "Saturday 
Evening  Post" 
is  a  nickel.  But  they 
tell  me  it  costs  a 
quarter  to  manufac- 
ture. Your  jitney  wouldn't  buy  the  white 
paper.  It's  the  advertising  that  pays  the 
difference. 

The  same  thing  with  this  little  maga- 
zine "Light."  None  of  the  funds  contri- 
buted for  the  blind  go  into  its  making. 
Every  good  pal  who  sends  me  three  dol- 
lars for  a  year's  subscription,  gets  this 
magazine,  and  sponsors  another  subscrip- 
tion to  one  of  our  Braille  magazines  for 
a  blind  pal. 

It's  the  advertising  that  pays  the  differ- 
ence with  us,  too.  Therefore,  neighbors, 
you  can  give  an  extra  boost  by  patron- 


izing the  firms  that  advertise  in  our  pages. 
There's  neither  charity  nor  sentiment  in 
this  proposition.  We  want  our  adver- 
tisers to  get  their  money's  worth,  so  that 
we  can  give  you  and  the  blind  value. 
Our  advertisers  are  certainly  entitled  to 
this,  and  when  you  turn  your  business  in 
their  direction,  they  keep  on  advertising 
with  us. 

Our  advertising  manager  says  that  he 
could  tell  quite  a  story  of  hardship  and 
disappointment  in  chasing  business  these 
days.  But  who  couldn't !  We  all  have  our 
handicaps,  and  about  the  only  good  rea- 
son I  know  for  carrying  on  is,  that  there 
are  so  many  good  people  who  understand, 
and  are  willing  to  help  when  they  can 
throw  business  our  way. 

Yours  buoyantly, 


7&  SofaUijitty'ykbK 


Directory  of  Business  and  Professional  Blind 

Maintained  by 

Bureau  of  Better  Business  for  the  Blind,  Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc. 


COSMETOLOGIST 

Lillian  Hamilton 

T/ie  Hamilton  Beauty  Shoppe 

Complete   Cosmctological  Service 

m1/,  S.  Orange  St.,  Glendale,  Calif. 

CHIROPRACTOR 

Dr.  Richard  Murray 

1444  South  Magnolia  Ave.,  Los  Angeles 

FItzroy   5643 

"Your  Health  Is  Your  Fortune" 

INSURANCE 

Earl  C.  Houk 

General  Insurance 

633   N.  Beechwood  Dr.,  Los  Angeles 

GRanite  8953 

Kenneth  Marshall 

Fire,  Automobile,  Liability,  Plate  Glass,  Jewelry 

and  Fur  Floaters  Insurance 

718  Commercial  Exchange  Bldg.,  Los  Angeles 

TTJcker  9542 

Stephen  D.  Medcraft 

Underwriter  for  Neiv  York  Life  Insurance  Co. 

329  S.  Main  St.,  Baldwin  Park,  Calif. 

Baldwin  Park  66088 


MUSICIANS 

Calvin  Hendricks 

Baritone  for  Radio  and  Concert  Engagements 

1737  W.  45th  St.,  Los  Angeles 

UNiversity  9508 

Genevieve  Wiley 

Mezzo  Soprano  for  Concert  Engagements 

52  Marion  St.,  Pasadena,  Calif. 

TErrace   5263 

Maude  Ellington 

Teacher  of  Piano 

216  Wilshire  Blvd.,  Santa  Monica 

Santa  Monica  22931 

OSTEOPATHIC  PHYSICIANS 

Dr.  Homer  J.  Arnold 

Detwiler   Building  facing  Pershing   Squre 

TUcker  9547  Los  Angeles 

Dr.  Earl  M.  Dawson 

3200  W.  Sixth  St.,  Los  Angeles 

DRexel  1141 

PIANO  TUNER 

William  L.  Currie 

1147  S.  Westlake  Ave.,  Los  Angeles 

Exposition  8105 

PUBLIC  SPEAKING 

Thomas  S.  Butler 

6410  W.  Orange  St.,  Los  Angeles 

ORegon  8462 
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Seen  With  Half  an  Eye 


Every  Jill  must  have  her  Jack, 

And  every  Jack  his  Jill, 
Or  all  the  world  would  go  to  wrack 

And  stand  forever  still. 

Every  Jack  must  have  his  Jill 

Or  suffer  for  the  lack — 
He'd  take  her  with  a  better  will 

If  every  Jill  had  jack! 

— Arthur  Newman. 

*  *     * 

Life  is  exactly  like  a  laundry.  You  get  out 
of  it  what  you  put  in — but  you'd  never  recog- 
nize it. 

*  *     * 

A  man  suing  for  divorce  out  West  charges 
that  his  wife  kissed  him  only  when  she  wanted 
money.    What  an  affectionate  woman! 

*  *     * 

Joan:  "I  am  going  to  do  my  bit,  dad.  I'm 
getting  a  dressmaker  to  teach  me  how  to  cut 
out  frocks." 

Dad:  "I  don't  want  you  to  go  so  far  as  that. 
But   I   think  you  might  cut  out   cigarettes   and 

thirty-dollar  hats." 

*  *     * 

Swap — Drink  mixer,  glasses,  trays,  etc.,  for 
good  baby  carriage. 

"Ever  pick  a  quarrel  with  your  wife?"  "No, 
I  leave  it  to  her.    She  picks  much  better  ones." 


Mrs.    Rideout:     "What    lovely    fleecy    clouds! 
I'd  like  to  be  up  there  sitting  on  one  of  them." 
Mr.  Rideout:    "All  right,  you  drive  the  car." 

*  *     * 

Josephine:    "What's  Cora  peeved  about?" 
Aggy:     "Oh,    she    says    it    was    bad    enough 
walking   home   from  auto   rides,  but   this   para- 
chute jumping  is  getting  on  her  nerves." 

*  *     * 

"Wait  a  second,  I  want  to  rubber  at  that  girl." 
"Well,  make  it  snappy." 

*  *     * 

When  Eve  had  eaten  the  first  apple  she  real- 
ized for  the  first  time  her  nakedness.  It  looks 
to  us  as  if  it  is  about  time  to  pass  the  apples 
again. 

A  little  fellow  left  in  charge  of  his  tiny 
brother  called  out  to  the  mother,  "Won't  you 
please  speak  to  baby;  he's  sitting  on  the  fly- 
paper and  a  lot  of  flies  are  waiting  to  get  on  it." 

*  *     * 

Our  minister  says  he  doesn't  mind  members 
of  the  congregation  pulling  out  their  watches  on 
him,  but  it  gets  his  goat  to  have  them  put  the 
darn  things  up  to  their  ears  to  see  if  they  are 
going. 

*  *     * 

Helen     Keller    the    famous     deaf-dumb-blind 
lecturer  was  asked,  "Can  you  feel  colors?" 
"Yes,"   was   her   clever   repartee,    "I    can    feel 

blue." 

*  *     * 

A  prominent  biologist  says  that  he  has  never 
heard  of  a  perfect  man.  He  should  marry  a 
widow. 


BENEFIT   FOR   BRAILLE   INSTITUTE 

The  Braille  Institute  of  America,  and  its 
members  and  friends,  are  indebted  to  the  All 
American  Women's  Organization,  of  Holly- 
wood, for  an  all-star  benefit  given  in  its  behalf 
in  the  Philharmonic  Auditorium,  Los  Angeles, 
Friday  evening,  October  27. 

Thanks  is  also  due  to  the  artists,  musicians 
and  producers  who  very  generously  donated 
their  talents.  Those  who  assisted  in  this  way 
were  Paramount  Theatre,  Fanchon  &  Marco, 
Sid  Grauman,  American  Federation  of  Musi- 
cians, Ginger  Rogers,  Ed  Lowry  of  Loew's 
State  Theatre,  Manuel  Perez,  Jimmie  Burns, 
Calvin  Hendricks  and  the  Southern  California 
Music  Company. 

The  benefit  was  directed  by  Mrs.  Mitchell 
Shipley,  corresponding  secretary  of  the  All 
American  Women's  Organization,  and  member- 
ship chairman  of  the  Braille  Institute  of 
America. 

Every  dollar  of  the  proceeds,  after  all  ex- 
penses were  deducted,  such  as  rental  of  audi- 
torium, employment  of  stage  hands  and  other 
incidental  items  entailed  in  the  printing  and 
sale  of  tickets,  will  be  used  directly  to  promote 
the  social,  industrial  and  literary  advancement 
of  the  blind. 

Many  who  attended  pronounced  it  one  of 
the  most  brilliant  vaudeville  shows  of  the  year. 

The  Braille  Institute  wishes  to  express  grate- 
ful thanks  to  its  many  friends  who  attended 
the  benefit  and  helped  to  make  it  a  grand 
success. 
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October-December,  1933 


Braille   Gospel   Sent  to   14   Nations 

Blind  Readers  All   Around   the  Globe   Get 
Scriptures    from    the    Braille    Bible   Society 


A  single  Braille  Bible  ready  to  ship — 
picture  the  bulk  of  2,549  free  Bibles 
still  needed. 

TO  meet  an  unprecedented  demand  for 
Braille  Bibles  in  the  form  of  requests 
for  2,549  volumes  as  gifts,  the  Braille 
Bible  Society  recently  made  a  direct  mail 
campaign  for  funds  in  the  amount  of 
$10,000. 

Encouraged  by  the  responses  to  date, 
the  Society  has  placed  orders  with  its 
printer  for  small  editions  of  the  following 
Bible  books,  which  have  been  out  of  stock 
for  some  time:  Luke-John,  I-II  Samuel, 
Isaiah,  Ezra-Job  and  Deuteronomy. 

Herman  O.  Meyer,  president  of  the  So- 
ciety, announces  that  as  rapidly  as  funds 
will  permit,  the  work  of  replenishing  its 
stock  will  be  pushed  with  utmost  speed, 
until  all  requests  have  been  filled,  and  a 
surplus  stock  added  to  meet  future  needs 
without  unnecessary  delay. 

The  work  of  supplying  the  Scriptures 
in  Braille  for  the  use  of  the  blind  is  pure- 
ly a  philanthropic  activity. 

Some  provision  must  be  made  to  make 
up  the  difference  between  what  it  actually 
costs  to  print  and  distribute  a  Braille 
Bible,  and  what  the  blind  reader  can 
afford  to  pay   for   it.    The    Braille    Bible 


Society  is  established  exclusively  for  this 
purpose. 

The  non-profit  distribution  cost  of 
Bibles  distributed  by  the  Society  in  1932 
averaged  $164.85  for  the  complete  Bible. 
Only  a  few  of  the  120,000  blind  persons 
in  the  United  States  can  pay  even  a  por- 
tion of  this  production  cost. 

For  many  years,  through  voluntary 
contributions,  the  Society  has  supplied 
the  Scriptures  free  to  those  unable  to  pay. 
To  those  better  situated,  a  special  price 
of  $1  a  volume,  or  $21  for  the  complete 
Bible,  has  been  fixed. 

On  these  bases  the  Society  has  in  re- 
cent years  distributed  11,529  volumes  to 
blind  Bible  students. 

While,  to  date,  the  bulk  of  this  distribu- 
tion has  been  to  the  blind  of  the  United 
States,  irrespective  of  religious  affiliation, 
yet  the  Society's  activities  are  world- 
wide, and  accordingly,  Bibles  have  been 
furnished  free,  or  at  the  special  rate  of  $1 
a  volume,  to  the  blind  of  Canada,  New 
Zealand,  Australia,  England,  Scotland, 
France,  Italy,  Spain,  the  Philippine 
Islands,  Hawaii,  South  Africa,  India  and 
Egypt. 

Requests  for  the  2,549  volumes  on  file 
today,  or  the  equivalent  of  about  125  com- 
plete Bibles,  will  be  filled  as  rapidly  as 
funds  make  it  possible. 

For  some  conception  as  to  the  size  of 
the  shipment,  were  it  possible  to  fill  all 
these  requests  at  a  single  mailing,  mag- 
nify the  accompanying  picture  125  times. 
In  weight  the  shipment  would  aggregate 
10.000  pounds  for  Uncle  Sam's  parcel  post 
department. 

Contributions  large  or  small,  to  sustain 
this  work,  sent  to  Braille  Bible  Society, 
739  North  Vermont  Avenue,  Los  An- 
geles, California,  will  be  gratefully  appre- 
ciated. 


A  "Practical"  Blind  Man 

Hollywood  has  its  own  names  for  things. 
"Dad"'  Mills  is  a  fifty-year-old  blind  man,  who 
sells  papers  on  Wilshire  Boulevard.  In  the 
M-G-M  picture,  "Transcontinental  Bus,"  a  blind 
passenger  was  needed.  So  a  real  blind  man  was 
sought,  instead  of  an  acted  one,  and  "Dad" 
was  chosen. 
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She  Reads  With  Eas& 

Pleasure  in  reading  demands  good  printing. 
This  is  accomplished  only  by  constant  atten' 
tion  to  detail  and  by  competent  inspection. 

We  are  equipped  to  print  the  best  in  Braille 
and  Moon  type.  Our  standard  of  quality  as' 
sures  ease  in  reading. 

Write  for  an  estimate  on  the  cost  of  print- 
ing your  selection. 


Join  our  list  of  satisfied 
patrons  for  whom  we  have 
printed  books  and  periodicals. 

Board  of  Missions 
to  Deaf  and  Blind  of  the 

Evangelical  Lutheran 

Synod  of  Missouri,  Ohio, 

and  other  states 


Braille  Bible  Society 


Christian  Association 

Department  of  Missions, 

National  Council 

Protestant  Episcopal 

Church 


Grace  Cathedral 
Mission  of  Healing 

*  * 

National  Council  of 
Jewish  Women 

#  * 

Robert  Schalkenbach 
Foundation 


The  Christian  Science 

Publishing  Society 

*    # 

United  States  Government 
(under  the  direction  of 
Library  of  Congress) 

and 

Lions  Clubs, 

Women's  Clubs,  and 

individuals 

throughout  the  country. 
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WE  DO  OUf*  MJIT 


UNIVERSAL  BRAILLE   PRESS 

739  N.  VERMONT  AVENUE,  LOS  ANGELES,  CALIFORNIA 
Printers  of  Embossed  Boo\s  and  Magazines  for  the  Blind 


Our  Two  Braille  Monthlies 

yl  delight  to  the  blind  and  a  most 
seasonable  gift 


THE  BRAILLE  MIRROR 

A  panorama  of  world  affairs  printed  in  Braille 

Subscription  rate  to  institutions:   $3  a  year 
Special  to  the  blind:     .      .      .      $2  a  year 


MARCH  OF  EVENT 

A  digest  of  world  news 

Subscription  rate  to  institutions:   $3  a  year 
Special  to  the  blind:     .      .      .      $2  a  year 


Released  on  the  1st  and  1 5th  of  the  month,  respectively,  and  containing 
articles  on  travel  and  exploration,  science  and  invention,  and  the  latest 
flashes  of  world-wide  news,  a  semi-monthly  news  service  is  thereby  fur- 
nished to  the  blind.  Thousands  of  the  blind  would  like  to  have  these 
unparalleled,  high-standard  magazines.  Comparatively  few  can  aiford 
to  subscribe  even  at  the  rates  which  are  below  the  publishing  cost. 

A  subscription  for  LIGHT  at  $3  a  year  pays  also  for  one  of  these 
Braille  monthlies  which  will  be  sent  free  to  a  blind  reader  unable  to 
subscribe.    Let  your  light  shine  in  that  darkness  by  subscribing  now. 


LIGHT 


Reading  the  Scriptures  in  the  Moon  type  is  a  blessing  to  the  elderly  blind.  (See  Page  8.) 

— Photo  by  Ernest  M.   Pratt,  North  Hollywood,   Calif. 
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WE  OO  OUR  PART 


Watch 
for 


USE 


Mobiloil 
Mobilgrease 


GENERAL  PETROLEUM 

CORPORATION  of  CALIFORNIA 

A  Part  of  the 

World's  Largest  Oil  Company 
SOCONY- VACUUM  CORPORATION 


PRESTON  TIRE  CO,  Inc. 


VERMONT  AT  MELROSE 


Every  Service  for  Your  Car. . .  Under  Responsible 

Management 


Phone  OL  2756 


EXPERT 

BODY  and  FENDER 

REPAIRING 


13  Years'  Experience 


No  Job  too  Large  or  too 
Small 


ANY  CAR 

Official  Brake  Adjust- 
ment, Four  Wheels 


90c 


The 

GENERAL  TIRE 

Distributor 


Phone  OL  2984 


Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc. 


BOARD   OF  TRUSTEES 

Robert  A.  Odell,  President 

J.  Robert  Atkinson,  Vice-President  and  Manager 

W.  H.  Kindig,  Secretary 

Arthur  L.  Sonderegger,  Treasurer 


Kenneth  E.  Marshall 

Frank  C.  Collier 

J.  C.  Everding 

Edwin  L.  Gardner 

Dr.  R.  W.  Whomes 


PUBLICATION    COMMITTEE 
Thomas  C.  Higgins,  State  Library,  Saginaw,  Mich. 
Mrs.  Fanny  Howley,  Seattle  Public  Library. 
Edward  M.  Peterson,  Chicago  Public  Library. 
Miss  Mary  C.  Chamberlain,  New  York  State  Public 

Library,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
Miss  Annie  E.  Carson,  Cleveland  Public  Library 
Miss  Linda  A.  Eastman,  Cleveland  Public  Library. 
Mrs.  Grace  D.  Davis,  Lathrop  Branch  Library, 

Detroit,  Mich. 
Miss  Mary  Esther  Sawyer,  Perkins  Institution, 

Watertown,  Mass. 
Miss  Georgia  D.  Trader,  Clovernook  Home  for  Blind, 

Mt.  Healthy,  Ohio. 


THE  BRAILLE  INSTITUTE  OF  AMER- 
ICA,  Inc.,  was   chartered  under  the   laws   of 

the  State  of  California  on  the  100th  anniver- 
sary of  the  Braille  system  of  printing  for  the 
blind,  as  a  memorial  to  Louis  Braille,  of  Paris, 
France,  (1806-1852),  that  great  friend  and  blind 
benefactor  of  the  blind,  who  made  it  possible 
for  them  to  write  as  well  as  read. 

This  explains  the  prominence  given  to  the 
word  Braille  in  the  Institute's  name,  and  the 
practical  omission  therefrom  of  any  word  which 
has  a.  direct  bearing  on  welfare  work  for  the 
blind. 

The  Institute  is  a  national  non-profit  institu- 
tion devoted  to  the  social,  industrial  and  literary 
advancement  of  the  blind,  with  headquarters  at 
741  North  Vermont  Avenue,  Los  Angeles,  Cali- 
fornia. 

It  was  established  to  acquire  the  assets  and 
activities  of  the  Universal  Braille  Press,  an  un- 
incorporated non-profit .  institution,  founded  in 
1919,  by  J.  Robert  Atkinson,  with  the  assistance 
of  philanthropic  friends. 

Governed  by  a  board  of  trustees  elected  an- 
nually by  the  members,  and  established  on  a 
firm  foundation,  to  receive  and  expend  gifts  and 
endowments  for  the  welfare  of  the  blind,  Braille 
Institute  ranks  among  the  nation's  leading  insti- 
tutions in  the  field  of  philanthropy,  thereby 
affording  an  outlet  for  the  benevolence  of  all 
who  wish  to  help  those  handicapped  by  physical 
blindness. 

The  nation's  blind  population  is  estimated  at 
120,000,  of  whom  90  per  cent  lost  their  sight 
after  reaching  maturity.  To  the  latter,  the 
doors  of  tax-supported  schools  for  the  educa- 
tion of  the  youthful  blind  are  closed. 

Blind  adults  everywhere  are  appealing  to  the 
Institute  for  help  and  counsel.  They  are  yearn- 
ing for  a  chance  to  voice  their  needs  and  convic- 
tions to  someone  who  can  understand  their 
problems,  and  they  recognize  in  the  Braille  Insti- 
tute, founded  by  a  blind  man,  a  bond  of  sym- 
pathy and  leadership  on  which  to  anchor  hope. 


The  Braille  Institute  of  America's  activities 
include: 

Sponsorship  of  books  and  magazines  in 
Braille  and  Moon  types. 

Free  instruction  in  reading  and  writing 
Braille,  and  in  Moon  reading. 

Free  Lending  Library. 

Scholarships  for  vocational  and  higher  edu- 
cation in  branches  of  the  trades  and  professions. 

A  Bureau  of  Social  Welfare  and  Better  Busi- 
ness for  the  Blind,  its  object  being  to  find  em- 
ployment or  business  locations  for  the  able- 
bodied  blind  in  the  trades  and  professions;  to 
assist  them  by  way  of  loans  until  they  are  suc- 
cessfully established,  to  the  end  that  they  may 
become  self-supporting.  The  Bureau  also  as- 
sists the  blind  who  for  good  reasons  cannot  be 
successfully  rehabilitated  for  gainful  occupa- 
tions and  who  may  not  be  eligible  for  govern- 
mental aid. 

*     *     * 

MAGAZINES 

"March  of  Events",  a  digest  of  world  news,  printed  in 
Braille  and  published  monthly.  "The  Braille  Mirror",  a 
panorama  of  world  affairs,  printed  in  Braille  and  pub- 
lished monthly.  "New  Moon",  an  embossed  magazine  re- 
flecting a  panorama  of  world  affairs,  printed  monthly  in 
Moon  type,  and  dedicated  to  the  elderly  blind. 

The  Institute's  activities  are  sustained 
through  voluntary  contributions  and  the  sale  of 
memberships,  as  follows: 

Participating  member  $1   per  annum; 

Patron   member  $5  per  annum; 

Contributing  member         $25  per  annum: 
Associate  member  $50  per  annum; 

Sustaining  member  $100  per  annum; 

Life  member  $1000. 


The  Braille  "cell"  of  six  dots  gives  63  combinations, 
each  of  which  is  used  for  a  character.  Besides  letters  of 
the  alphabet,  there  are  punctuation  marks  and  contrac- 
tions of  often-used  words. 

Braille  capital  letters  are  indicated  by  using  the  small 
letter,  preceded  by  the  No.   6  dot. 

Figures  are  indicated  by  the  first  ten  letters  of  the 
alphabet,   preceded  by   dots   3,  4,   5   and  6. 

As  Anglicized,  the  word  is  pronounced  "brail" — not 
"brailey". 


3fc  BRAILLE 
ALPHABET 


j 


THE  BRAILLE  CELL 

1 •  • 4 

2 •  • 5 

3     •  •     6 

e   f   g   h 

•  ••  ••  • 
•  •   ••  •• 

m   n   o   p 

•  •  ••  •   •• 

•   •  • 


q  r  s    t   u  v   w   x 

•  •  •     •   •  •  •     •  •• 

•  •  ••  •   ••  •   •• 

•  •  •   •   ••  ••   •  •• 

y  z  and   the    of  with   for    this 

•  •  •  ••       •   •  •  ••   •• 

•       •  •       •       ••••••       • 


UNITED 
PRINTING 
COMPANY 

Printers 

and 

Publishers 
*7? 


Books,  Magazines,  Tariffs 
Fine  Color  Printing 

430  Boyd  Street 
Michigan  1873  Los  Angeles 


Served  Families  of  Hollywood 
for  Fifteen  Years 

LeRoy   Bagley  Mortuary 

5440  Hollywood  Blvd.,  Hollywood 
Telephone  GLadstone  5181 

— ♦— 

A  LeRoy  Bagley  Service  .  .  .  Com- 
plete to  the  smallest  detail.   Cost 
no  more  and  frequently  less 
than  elsewhere. 

— ♦— 

The  Public  is  invited  to  visit  the 
Mortuary  any  time  for  informa- 
tion  as  to  funeral   methods,  cus- 
toms and  costs. 

— ♦— 

Any  service  at  this  Mortuary  makes  each 
funeral  a  Memorial  Tribute. 
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LONG  HAND  WRITING 
BY  THE  BLIND 

on 

Hill's  Writing   Board   and  Guide 

Complete  Desk  for  Lap  or  Table 
I0y2"xl6y2"—l"  thick 

Drawer  at  Each  End  for  Stationery  and  Writing 
Equipment 

$1.50  each — Postpaid  to  any  point  in  the  United  States 
Only  a  Limited  Number  in  Stock 

4-    +   + 

BRAILLE  INSTITUTE  OF  AMERICA,  Inc. 

741  North  Vermont  Avenue 
Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
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To  further  acquaint  sighted  people  with  the  ambitions  and  success  of  the  blind,  and  enlist  aid  in 
meeting  their  problem  of  securing  good  reading  matter. 

Published  bi-monthly  by  Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc. 
741  North  Vermont  Avenue,  Los  Angeles,  California 

Official  broadcasting  station,   KFAC,   Los  Angeles   (1300  kilocycles)  Thursdays,  4:45  P.  M. 

$3  a  year — every  subscription  turned  into  a  free  subscription  for  a  Braille  or  Moon  magazine 

to  a  needy  blind  reader 

Alan  T.   Hunt,  Business  Manager 
Florence    Horowitz, 

Advertising  &  Circulation  Manager 


James  H.  Collins,  Editor 

J.  Robert  Atkinson,  Associate  Editor 
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You   Be  the  Judge! 

By  JAMES  H.  COLLINS 


IMAGINE  twenty  elderly  men, 
sitting  in  a  room,  waiting  for  you 

to  decide  their  cases.  It  is  alleged 
that  some  of  them  are  past  their 
years  of  usefulness.  That  the  world 
probably  holds  no  more  happiness 
for  them.  So  they  are  to  be  pain- 
lessly "Oslerized". 

And  you  are  to  be  their  judge. 

They  sit  patiently  staring  at  noth- 
ing, because  they  are  blind. 

If  you  read  about  them  in  the 
morning  paper,  maybe  you'd  say, 
"Oh,  it's  just  as  well  —  they  will 
escape  a  hard,  ugly  world." 

But  face  to  face,  it  is  different. 
One  of  them  is  Booth  Tarkington, 
who  will  later  regain  his  sight.  An- 
other is  Professor  Frost,  the  astron- 
omer, who  will  find  new  ways  to  be 
useful.  The  rest  are  just  common 
folk....  *     *     * 

Society  now  understands  the 
youthful  blind  pretty  well.  It  pro- 
vides special  education  for  them, 
and  as  better  understanding  is 
gained,  it  supports  projects  like  the 
establishment  of  sales  stands  in  pub- 
lic buildings,  to  set  blind  men  and 
women  up  in  self-respecting  busi- 
ness enterprises. 

But  the  elderly  blind,  who  lose 
eyesight  in  declining  years,  are  not 
so  well  understood. 


There  are  not  many  of  them.  No 
accurate  census  has  ever  been  made 
of  all  the  blind,  and  a  count  of  elder- 
ly blind  alone  would  be  difficult. 
After  several  months  search,  we 
have  located  a  couple  of  thousand 
in  the  whole  country,  and  estimate 
eight  or  ten  times  as  many. 
*     *     * 

To  the  busy  fellow  like  yourself, 
the  idea  that  these  elderly  blind  peo- 
ple are  still  interested  in  the  world, 
may  come  as  a  surprise.  But  they 
are,  and  want  to  follow  the  news 
and  political  events  in  a  periodical  of 
their  own,  and  to  read  books  in  the 
simplified  raised  letters  called 
"Moon"  type,  especially  invented  for 
them. 

So,  it  is  with  considerable  pride 
that  we  announce  a  new  magazine 
for  the  elderly  blind,  and  the  first 
book  ever  to  be  printed  in  America 
in  that  kind  of  embossing. 

We  ask  your  aid  in  making  this 
new  department  of  the  Braille  Insti- 
tute of  the  greatest  service  to  the 
group  of  blind  people  who  need  it. 
As  usual,  a  subscription  to  "Light" 
will  also  be  a  subscription  to  either  a 
Braille  or  Moon  magazine,  for  some 
blind  person  unable  to  pay. 

You  be  the  judge ! 


Copyright    19}4,   Braille   Institute   of  America,   Inc. 
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Track   Sports    For  The    Blind 

Not  as  "Stunts"  But  Part  of  an  Education 
For  Normal  Living  in  the  Everyday  World 

By  JAMES  H.  COLLINS 


WHEN  a  blind  child  first  comes  to 
the  New  York  Institute  for  the 
Blind,  he  is  turned  loose  in  charge 
of  another  blind  child,  and  shown  the 
playgrounds,  or  if  it  is  raining  that  day, 
the  gymnasium. 

Probably  he  has  carefully  been  looked 
after  at  home,  to  guard  him  against  acci- 
dents. Anyway,  he  is  usually  a  very  small 
boy,  or  girl,  of  seven  or  so. 

To  his  astonishment,  he  is  led  among 
blind  children  who  are  running  and  play- 
ing games,  with  no  one  to  guide  them. 
Occasionally  another  child  bumps  into 
him  and  exclaims,  "Excuse  me!"  and 
hurries  on,  intent  on  the  game. 

In  a  few  days,  he  is  determined  to  do 
what  other  blind  kids  do.  Outdoors,  there 
are  a  merry-go-round,  teeter-boards, 
and  slides,  and  a  cinder  track  with  a 
hedge  for  guidance.  Indoors,  there  are 
miniature  railroad  trains,  and  automo- 
biles, and  big  building  blocks,  and  play- 
balls.  Always,  there  are  games,  real 
rough-house  games,  started  by  the  chil- 
dren— races,  and  jumps,  and  wrestling, 
and  climbing. 

At  this  school,  athletics  are  carried  to 
the  point  where,  every  year,  the  children 
hold  a  track  meet,  at  which  they  contest 
for  points  against  sighted  children,  as  well 
as  blind  youngsters  from  other  institu- 
tions. 

And  here  rises  a  nice  question : 

How  far  is  this  healthy  training  for 
future  life?  Or  mere  "stunts"  which  the 
blind  can  learn  for  the  astonishment  of 
the  sighted  whose  sympathies  may  be 
touched? 

Almost  from  the  beginning  of  educa- 
tion for  the  blind,  back  in  the  days  of  the 
Frenchman,  Valentin  Haiiy,  in  Paris  dur- 
ing the  late  eighteenth  century,  blind  edu- 
cation has  repeatedly  run  off  into 
"stunts".  This  French  pioneer,  for  ex- 
ample, needed  government  support,  and 
so  his  blind  pupils  were  trained  to  put  on 
an  exhibition  before  King  Louis  XVI. 
Long  before  efforts  were  made  to  provide 
education  for  the  blind,  they,  themselves, 


had  developed  "stunts"  as  beggars  and 
performers,  which  touched  the  surface 
sympathies  of  sighted  people,  and  brought 
charity. 

So,  the  fine  line  between  legitimate 
training  for  life,  and  mere  "stunts",  is 
ever  kept  in  mind  by  those  who  educate 
the  blind.  Sometimes  it  is  hard  to  find 
that  line.    But  there  is  a  good  yardstick : 

How  far  will  a  certain  type  of  training 
or  accomplishment  serve  the  blind  pupil 
in  after  life? 

Measured  by  this  yardstick,  athletics 
and  track  contests  for  blind  youngsters 
are  entirely  beneficial,  and  at  the  New 
York  institution — which  is  the  second 
oldest  school  for  the  blind  in  the  United 
States,  dating  back  to  1831 — all  athletics 
are  under  the  supervision  of  experts,  and 
accompanied  by  regular  medical  examina- 
tions, to  guide  growth  and  correct  physi- 
cal shortcomings.  Muscles  are  evenly  de- 
veloped, faulty  postures  are  exercised 
away,  rounded  shoulders  are  straightened 
up,  and  wholesome  diet  helps  put  on 
weight  and  add  to  the  height  of  growing 
children. 

Quite  apart  from  health,  athletics  aid 
the  blind  in  their  association  with  sighted 
people,  developing  the  poise  and  self-con- 
fidence that  cause  their  handicap  to 
be  quickly  forgotten. 

*     *     * 

Two  track  meets  were  held  last  spring, 
at  which  students  of  New  York  Institute 
contested  with  other  blind  students  from 
Overbrook  and  Perkins.  The  New  York 
Institute  won  from  Overbrook  by  a  nar- 
row margin,  32  points  to  31,  while  the 
Perkins  students  rolled  up  a  smashing 
victory,  Z5l/2  points  to  27l/2. 

These  contests  include  about  every- 
thing found  at  athletic  events  for  the 
sighted,  such  as  running  and  walking 
races,  short  dashes,  hop-step-and-jump, 
high  jumping  and  the  like,  though  some 
of  the  specialties  dependent  on  sight,  such 
as  javelin  throwing  and  hurdles,  have  to 
be  omitted.  Girls  as  well  as  boys  par- 
ticipate,   and    there    is    great    excitement 
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among  the  blind  as  well  as  the  sighted 
spectators. 

Like  all  schools,  this  one  puts  on  its 
shows,  which  range  from  musical  recitals 
and  plays  to  athletic  exhibitions.  Not 
long  ago,  the  pupils  organized  an  ath- 
letic drama,  "A  Health  Revue",  in  which 
blind  boys  of  eight  nations  participated. 

According  to  the  drama,  Uncle  Sam  had 
invited  representatives  of  these  eight  na- 
tions to  demonstrate  what  could  be  done 
to  improve  health,  and  the  different  boys 
put  their  suggestions  in  the  form  of  ex- 
hibitions. English  boys  recommended 
bowling,  and  showed  how  it  is  done. 
Switzerland  advocated  skating,  and  two 
blind  boys  of  Swiss  descent  performed 
the  "Skater's  Waltz".  Ireland's  recom- 
mendation was  dancing,  in  the  form  of 
the  Irish  jig.  Japanese  boys  gave  an  ex- 
hibition of  tumbling,  Holland  demon- 
strated other  forms  of  dancing,  Germany 
put  on  a  gymnastic  drill,  Greece  contrib- 
uted a  gymnasium  scene,  Sweden  fol- 
lowed with  a  demonstration  of  gymnastic 
apparatus,  and  Uncle  Sam's  boys  closed 
the  show  with  a  demonstration  of  simple 
health  rules,  for  right  living. 

Germany,  too,  has  developed  track 
sports  for  the  blind,  and  lately  the  new 
Berlin  Athletic  Club  for  the  Blind  held 
its  first  public  contests,,  and  a  large  crowd 
of  curious  spectators  attracted  by  the 
event  was  surprised;  not  only  to  see  blind 
men  and  women  sprinting,  putting  the 
shot,  jumping  and  doing  hand-springs, 
but  to  see  them  do  all  this  a  great  deal 
better  than  the  majority  of  the  specta- 
tors themselves  could  have  done  it. 

The  idea  of  training  the  blind  physi- 
cally through  athletics  is  the  latest  devel- 
opment. Paul  Rosenbaum,  a  quiet  and 
benevolent  blind  brush  maker  in  the  Mu- 
nicipal Institute  for  the  Blind,  conceived 
the  idea  that  all  the  sightless  folk  lacked 
was  physical  training.  Aside  from  the  fact 
that  blind  persons  have  little  opportunity 
for  walks  and  physical  exercise,  he  felt 


that  athletic  training  would  teach  them 
better  than  anything  else  to  control  their 
bodies,  despite  the  lack  of  sight. 

With  several  blind  friends  he  founded 
the  Athletic  Club  for  the  Blind.  Thirty 
men  and  thirty  women  are  members  and 
they  meet  twice  a  week,  at  night,  after 
their  day's  work,  in  a  large  hall  in  the 
northern  part  of  Berlin.  They  have  a 
trainer,  who  is  the  only  person  among 
them  who  can  see. 

The  public  contests  were  a  great  day 
for  these  blind  athletes,  and  they  had 
looked  forward  to  it  not  without  some 
fear  lest  they  might  fail  to  impress  the 
spectators,  or  possibly  be  ridiculed. 

But  the  onlookers  did  not  laugh.  The 
trainer,  George  Breitkopf,  who  explained 
that  a  100-meter  dash  required  infinite 
courage  and  concentration  on  the  part  of 
a  blind  person,  was  himself  surprised  at 
the  performance  of  his  pupils. 

They  sprinted  two  and  two  with  noth- 
ing to  guide  them  except  the  yells  and 
cheers  of  friends  and  the  trainer,  who  in- 
dicated the  direction  to  them  before  start- 
ing. Two  young  men  tied  for  the  100- 
meter  world  championship  for  the  blind, 
in  slightly  more  than  13  seconds. 

The  best  shot-put  was  35  feet ;  the  best 
high  jump  was  5  feet.  The  champion  in 
the  wide-jump  contest  went  over  16  feet. 
For  the  wide  jump  the  contestants  were 
permitted  to  jump  off  where  they  liked 
and  the  spot  was  marked  in  order  to 
measure   the   distance. 

After  this  initial  success,  the  trainer 
plans  to  take  his  pupils  over  long  dis- 
tances of  1,500  and  3,000  meters.  He  will 
then  train  them  for  cross-country  runs. 
The  women  will  be  taught  folk  dances, 
which  Herr  Breitkopf  hopes  to  show 
when  they  have  their  next  public  meet. 


The  transcription  of  "spot"  news  for  the  blind, 
on  Braille  typewriters,  especially  late  sports 
and  political  items,  has  been  chosen  as  their 
social  "good  deeds"  by  five  New  Orleans  col- 
lege girls,  members  of  the  Dominican  Alumnae. 
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Business    Management    Without    Eyes 

The   Sightless   Overseer   Applies   His    Own 
Tests   in  Selecting  and  Directing  People 

By  J.  ROBERT  ATKINSON 


TWO  years  clerking  in  a  country  gen- 
eral store  was  the  only  business  ex- 
perience I  had  had,  up  to  the  time 
when,  in  1912,  I  lost  my  eyesight,  and 
embarked  in  the  enterprise  which,  today, 
employs  thirty  to  forty  people,  and  re- 
quires direction  from  myself,  as  well  as 
the  editing  of  three  monthly  magazines 
for  the  blind,  and  associate  editorship  of 
"Light". 

The  sighted  business  executive  may 
find  some  interest  in  my  experience  as 
the  head  of  a  business  built  up  and  man- 
aged without  eyesight. 

"How  did  a  cowpuncher  ever  get  into 
such  a  business?"  I  was  asked  by  Mrs. 
Nancy  Russell,  wife  of  the  late  "Charley" 
Russell,  Montana's  cowboy  artist. 

"Well,  about  all  I  had  ever  done  was 
punch  cows,"  I  answered,  "so  I  took  to 
punching  dots  in  paper — seems  as  though 
I  simply  had  to  punch  something!" 

Really,  I  began  in  search  of  amusement 
as  well  as  education.  Also,  I  had  always 
dreamed  of  being  a  writer,  and  a  news- 
paper office  never  failed  to  fascinate  me. 
To  make  books  for  the  blind,  whose  needs 
I  had  discovered  by  hard  experience,  was 
the  logical  thing,  and  that  led  to  work  for 
their  social  advancement. 
*     *     * 

The  work  of  an  executive  is  for  the 
most  part  a  vocation  of  mind  rather  than 
body.  He  does  not  use  his  eyes  as  much 
as  may  be  imagined.  His  success  depends 
largely  upon  the  ability  to  read  human 
character,  that  he  may  select  the  right 
person  for  the  job.  This  requires  fore- 
sight, and  insight  into  character. 

The  loss  of  sight  develops  latent  mental 
resources,  such  as  the  power  of  discrim- 
ination and  imagination.  If  gifted  with 
initiative,  one  can  discharge  the  duties  of 
an  executive  just  as  well  as  those  who 
depend  largely  upon  sense  testimony  for 
guidance. 

There  are  outward  signs  of  individual- 
ity and  character  which  the  man  without 
physical  sight  has  trained  himself  to  de- 
tect mentally,  with  perhaps  a  greater  de- 


gree  of   accuracy   than    the   person    with 
sight. 

For  example :  Physical  eyes  cannot  see 
honesty,  loyalty,  integrity  and  a  dozen  or 
more  other  things  primarily  essential  in 
the  successful  employment  of  persons  to 
fill  responsible  positions.  Nor  do  profile, 
dress  and  personal  appearance,  which  the 
eyes  do  see,  afford  infallible  rules  for  dis- 
cernment of  human  character  and  ability. 

Seldom  do  I  give  thought  to  the  per- 
sonal appearance  of  an  applicant  for  em- 
ployment, or  the  salesman  offering  his 
wares,  until  I  have  scrutinized  him  care- 
fully, and  weighed  him  mentally.  If  he 
meets  this  mental  test  favorably,  his  out- 
ward appearance  will  be  satisfactory. 

Then,  the  executive  without  sight  al- 
ways has  assistants  at  his  call  who  can 
supply  visual  information. 

I  have  found  that  there  is  no  surer  in- 
dex to  character  than  the  human  voice. 
Eyesight  can  give  no  clue  to  character  ex- 
pressed in  the  voice.  The  sense  of  hear- 
ing is  more  essential  than  sight.  Voice 
usually  expresses  more  individuality  or 
personality  than  personal  appearance. 
What  we  call  personality  is  merely  the 
result  of  culture  and  training,  discipline 
and  association.  The  speaking  voice  and 
the  language  of  the  speaker  portray  in- 
herent characteristics  clearer  than  any- 
thing else  can  possibly  do. 

The  shake  of  the  hand  means  much  to 
the  person  without  sight.  Often  it  sub- 
stitutes for  a  smile,  and  serves  as  an  in- 
dex to  courtesy  and  refinement,  revealing 
qualities  and  characteristics  which  are 
unfailing  guides  to  eligibility  for  the 
position  sought.  Through  these  two  in- 
dexes to  character,  the  voice  and  the 
handshake,  I  feel  well  fortified  for  an  inter- 
view, usually  being  repelled  or  impressed 
without  further  preliminaries  or  evidence. 
Thus,  I  am  ready  to  test  thoroughly  in 
my  own  way  the  other  qualifications 
necessary  for  satisfactory  employment, 
such  as  initiative,  integrity,  energy  and 
will,  patience,  loyalty,  obedience,  and  the 
like. 
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Other  necessary  tips  are  not  lacking  to 
the  sightless  executive.  For  instance,  he 
can  soon  determine  whether  or  not  the 
interviewer  is  a  good  listener.  One  who 
does  all  the  talking  is  not  a  good  listener. 
If  he  does  not  listen,  he  cannot  receive 
orders  or  instruction,  much  less  weigh 
their  import,  and  so  he  cannot  obey  them, 
even  if  the  heart  is  willing.  If  he  cannot, 
or  does  not,  obey  orders,  of  course  he  can- 
not be  loyal,  even  though  he  intends  to 
be.  I  never  knew  a  person  who  talks, 
talks,  talks,  continually,  to  be  a  good 
listener,  truly  obedient,  dependable, 
competent  or  loyal.  Yet  it  is  obedient, 
loyal  men  that  every  employer,  every 
executive  is  looking  for,  and  will  move 
heaven  and  earth  to  keep  them  on  the 
pay  roll. 

Poise  and  self-control  are  perceptible 
to  the  executive  without  sight.  So  is 
honesty,  although  unfortunately  some- 
times it  requires  time  and  association  for 
the  executive  to  test  this  qualifica- 
cation.  Here  appearance  is  more  decep- 
tive than  in  any  other  characteristic,  and 
if  you  will  show  me  an  executive,  though 
he  be  a  sage,  who  has  not  been  deceived 
in  this  respect,  and  suffered  because  of 
his  mistaken  judgment,  I'll  show  you  an 
executive  who  never  hired  an  employee. 

No  executive  is  so  self-sufficient  as  to 
do  all  things  flawlessly,  without  the  as- 
sistance of  others.  Success  or  failure  de- 
pends upon  his  ability  to  choose  the  right 
employees  for  the  right  jobs  and  to  keep 
them  there ;  to  enforce  discipline  and  the 
laws  of  economy,  and  orderly  conduct 
and  punctuality.  Having  clone  this,  he 
will  gain  and  keep  the  respect  of  em- 
ployees high  and  low,  and  his  organiza- 
tion will  function  efficiently  and  harmo- 
niously. 

After  twelve  years  of  experience,  I  con- 
tend that  a  man  without  sight  can  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  an  executive  with  no 
more  worry,  disappointment  and  difficul- 
ties than  the  sighted  executive. 

What  he  needs  to  see  through  physical 
eyes  he  can,  by  employing  the  right  per- 
son for  the  right  job,  see  through  the  eyes 
of  others.  The  executive  without  sight 
has  about  the  same  problems  as  the 
sighted  executive.  Both  must  depend 
upon  others  in  office  and  factory  to  help 
them.  Both  will  make  mistakes.  Both  ex- 
perience limitations. 

*     *     * 

In  selecting  material  used  in  the  pub- 
lishing    business     and     in     determining 


standard  of  workmanship,  the  blind 
man's  sense  of  touch  is  perhaps  more  re- 
liable than  optics.  A  salesman  for  a  local 
paper  firm  declares  that  on  several  oc- 
casions my  touch  has  been  keener  in  de- 
termining the  thickness  of  a  sheet  than 
a  micrometer.  In  one  instance,  he  de- 
clares, a  micrometer  test  proved  that  I 
was  nearer  right  by  one  thousandth  of 
an  inch,  believe  it  or  not. 

My  biggest  job  is  not  directing  the  ac- 
tions and  production  of  some  thirty  or 
forty  employees  in  our  various  depart- 
ments, as  might  be  supposed.  It  is  my 
policy  to  make  them  feel  that  we  are 
comrades,  fellow-workers.  I  tell  them  in 
our  organization  meetings  that  there 
must  be  an  executive  head  to  govern  the 
affairs  of  all  institutions,  and  department 
heads  as  well ;  and  that,  though  such  is 
my  present  calling,  yet  I  cannot  feel  that 
they,  as  employees,  are  working  for  me, 
but  with  me — and  I  find  it  works. 

It  is  in  the  capacity  of  editor  that  I  feel 
limitations.  It  requires  infinite  patience, 
especially  as  a  re-write  editor,  to  depend 
on  the  eyes  of  others,  and  I  suppose  it  is 
as  trying  on  the  secretary  as  on  myself. 
It  requires  infinite  patience,  concentra- 
tion and  good  memory,  to  write  and  edit 
matter  for  publication. 

If  you  doubt  this,  try  to  write  a  letter 
or  an  article  blindfolded. 

Many  times,  before  it  is  finished,  you 
will  be  tempted  to  remove  the  blinders, 
and  take  just  one  look! 


Last  year,  blind  workers  in  Ohio,  under  the 
supervision  of  the  state  commission  for  the 
blind,  turned  $20,000  worth  of  materials  into 
$40,000  worth  of  useful  products,  which  found 
sale. 
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Neck -and -Neck  with    1934,  the  First  Magazine 
for  the   Elderly   Blind  Starts  Regular  Publication 


THIS  month  marks  a  new  era  in 
American  journalism  for  the  blind, 
with  the  launching  of  our  magazine 
"New  Moon",  which  is  embossed  in  line 
characters,  for  elderly  blind  readers  who 
have  not  mastered  the  dot  system  of 
Braille. 

It  is  the  first  magazine  of  its  kind  ever 
published  in  America,  and  will  appear 
monthly,  carrying  to  its  audience  a  digest 
of  world  news,  an  up-to-date  chronicle  of 
political  events,  some  humor,  some  house- 
hold helps,  and  an  occasional  short  story. 

Last  June,  a  specimen  edition  of  this 
magazine  was  published  for  circulation 
among  Moon  type  readers,  to  measure  the 
demand  that  exists  for  such  a  periodical. 
By  December,  more  than  2,000  elderly 
blind  persons,  in  widely  separated  parts 
of  the  country,  were  located,  and  with 
the  securing  of  further  funds,  the  circula- 
tion of  "New  Moon"  will  be  extended  to 
all  these  readers,  who  are  unable  to  bene- 
fit by  our  Braille  magazines. 

What  the  Braille  system  is  to  those 
who  receive  youthful  education  in  insti- 
tutions for  the  blind,  that  is  the  Moon 
system  to  persons  losing  their  sight  in 
late  adult  years. 

Two  general  systems  for  blind  readers 
have  been  under  development  ever  since 
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the  needs  of  blind  readers  received  atten- 
tion— the  dot  and  the  line.  The  dot  sys- 
tem reached  its  ultimate  standard  in 
Braille,  and  the  Moon  system  effectively 
standardized  the  line  method,  so  that 
practically  no  improvements  have  been 
necessary  since  Louis  Braille,  the  French- 
man, and  Dr.  William  Moon,  the  English- 
man, finished  their  labors.  Braille's  alpha- 
bet was  perfected  in  1834,  and  that  of 
Dr.  Moon  a  dozen  years  later,  in  1847. 

Moon  characters  are  not  complex,  nearly 
half  of  them  being  recognizable  by  any- 
body at  first  sight,  and  all  having  quick 
legibility  under  the  fingers  of  elderly 
blind  readers  who  have  not  acquired  the 
sensitive  touch  needed  for  Braille,  or  who 
have  infirmities  in  addition  to  blindness. 

Moon  type  readers  in  this  country  have 
long  had  libraries  to  draw  upon.  Part  of 
Uncle  Sam's  annual  appropriation  for  the 
printing  of  literature  for  the  blind  is  reg- 
ularly invested  in  Moon  books,  as  much 
as  $10,000  yearly  having  been  spent  for 
that  purpose,  and  the  American  church 
organizations  which  publish  literature  for 
the  blind  are  also  mindful  of  the  needs  of 
elderly  blind  people,  and  issue  part  of 
their  material  in  Moon  type. 

During  1931,  more  than  30,000  volumes 
of  Moon  literature  were  circulated  among 
readers  by  libraries  in  the  United  States. 

But  up  to  the  present  time,  all  this  lit- 
erature has  been  printed  in  England, 
where  the  process  of  embossing  from 
type  has  been  guarded,  and  for  the  most 
part,  Moon  literature  has  been  the  work 
of  English  authors. 

The  blind  in  this  country  naturally 
want  to  read  works  by  American  authors 
as  well  as  the  English  classics,  and 
especially  to  read  about  the  latest  Amer- 
ican events.  They  have  welcomed  the  an- 
nouncement of  an  American  Moon  type 
monthly  magazine,  reporting  current 
news,  and  reflecting  American  sentiment 
and  sympathy. 

In  England,  Moon  books  are  printed 
from  movable  type,  which  is  distributed 
after  printing,  so  that  a  second  edition  of 
a  book  which  proves  popular  calls  for  the 
entire  resetting  of  the  type,  at  an  expense 
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as  great  as  the  cost  of  setting  up  the  first 
edition. 

In  the  Braille  Institute  process.  Moon 
printing  has  been  adapted  to  stereotype 
plates,  on  the  same  principle  used  in 
Braille  printing,  and  thus  additional 
copies  of  a  popular  book  can  be  produced 
at  any  time  with  no  expense  for  resetting 
— merely  the  cost  of  reprinting.  The 
Braille  Institute  is  the  only  concern  in 
America  equipped  for  Moon  printing. 

Because  Moon  books  can  only  be 
printed  on  one  side  of  the  page,  and  by 
reason  of  the  greater  extension  of  the 
Moon  text,  such  books  are  considerably 
more  bulky  than  Braille  works.  A  heavier 
kind  of  paper  is  also  needed.  The  ratio  is 
about  four  to  one,  so  that  the  Bible, 
which  in  Braille  has  been  brought  down 
to  21  volumes,  runs  to  more  than  80 
volumes  in  the  English  Moon  edition. 


*     *     * 


The  "New  Moon"  magazine  has  a  green 
cover,  with  both  Moon  type  and  ink  print 
titles,  and  the  emblem  of  the  crescent  new 
moon,  which  tradition  associates  with  the 
American  Indian  and  his  powder  horn, 
meaning  fair  or  foul  weather,  according 
to  its  position  in  the  sky. 

The  method  of  printing  does  not  depart 
from  the  type  size,  style  or  line  spacing 
which  have  become  familiar  to  American 
Moon  readers  in  English  Moon  printing, 
but  an  improvement  has  been  made  in  the 
method  of  reading  the  lines.  In  English 
Moon  books,  the  text  has  always  run 
from  left  to  right  on  one  line,  and  then 
from  right  to  left  on  the  next  line,  a 
peculiar  practice  which  requires  the 
reader  to  work  back  and  forth.  As  there 
seemed  to  be  no  good  reason  for  this  sys- 
tem, our  American  Moon  literature  is  all 
printed  with  lines  running  from  left  to 
right,  as  in  sighted  reading.  Many  Moon 
readers  have  expressed  their  delight  at 
this  improvement  which  makes  it  pos- 
sible to  observe  normal  paragraphing, 
capitalization,  division  of  words  and  simi- 
lar printing  conventions,  impossible  un- 
der the  English  system. 

The  new  magazine  is  sent  to  the  blind 
at  special  rates  much  below  the  actual 
publishing  cost,  one  of  the  activities  of 
the  Braille  Institute  of  America  being  to 
supply  literature  to  the  blind  at  prices 
they  can  afford  to  pay  below  the  publish- 
ing cost,  and  free  to  those  unable  to  pay 
anything  at  all.  On  account  of  limited 
funds  which  can  be  used  for  this  purpose, 
the  publishers  find  it  impossible  to  grant 


all  requests  for  "New  Moon"  at  the  pres- 
ent time,  and  regret  that  until  further 
funds  are  supplied  by  friends  of  the  blind, 
many  Moon  readers  must  be  disappointed. 
The  first  book  ever  printed  in  America 
in  Moon  type  is  now  in  process  in  the 
printing  department  at  the  Braille  Insti- 
tute. The  title,  selected  by  the  Librarian 
of  Congress,  and  printed  for  the  Govern- 
ment, is  "Dear  Enemy",  by  Jean  Webster, 
author  of  "Daddy  Long  Legs". 


The  Girl   On  Our  Cover 

One  of  the  grateful  readers  of  our  "New 
Moon"  magazine  will  be  Mrs.  Annie  Greene, 
who  is  seen  reading  her  Moon  Bible  on  our 
cover. 

This  "cover  girl"  was  91  years  old  last 
August,  and  for  the  past  twenty-five  years  has 
lived  at  the  Hollenbeck  Home  for  the  Aged,  in 
Los  Angeles.  She  was  born  in  1842,  at  Franklin 
Falls,   New   Hampshire. 

Writing  about  Mrs.  Greene,  Superintendent 
Clarence  W.  Hensel  tells  us  that,  although  now 
rather  feeble,  she  is  mentally  alert,  and  spends 
most  of  her  days  in  her  room,  reading  the  Bible. 
Suffering  an  attack  of  scarlet  fever  in  childhood, 
she  lost  all  but  the  ability  to  distinguish  light 
from  darkness,  and  not  having  learned  to  read 
before  this  mishap,  she  began  by  spelling  out 
raised  letters  on  glass  bottles.  She  learned  to 
read  Moon  type  at  the  Hollenbeck  Home,  and 
is  especially  grateful  to  Miss  Catherine  Morri- 
son, of  the  blind  section  of  California's  State 
Library,  at  Sacramento,  for  supplying  her  with 
Moon  books. 

Mrs.  Greene's  father  commanded  a  battery  of 
heavy  artillery  in  the  war  with  Mexico,  1846-48, 
but  was  not  allowed  to  enlist  until  late  in  the 
Civil  War,  because  thought  too  old. 

Mrs.  Greene  is  still  active,  dresses  herself  and 
walks  around,  and  while  her  memory  has  grown 
a  little  hazy  about  past  events,  is  trustworthy 
about  current  happenings.  Thus,  she  will  great- 
ly enjoy  an  American  magazine  in  Moon  type, 
furnishing  the  news  of  today. 


Braille   Book  Marks 

For  the  convenience  of  sighted  readers,  we 
have  printed  a  supply  of  book  marks,  2l/2  by  %]/2 
inches  in  size,  which  bear  the  words  "Com- 
panions of  the  Blind"  in  raised  Braille  char- 
acters, and  the  suggestion  that  if  reading  gives 
you  pleasure,  it  will  enable  you  to  imagine  the 
joy  a  good  book  brings  to  the  blind.  On  the 
other  side  appears  a  summary  of  the  work  be- 
ing done  for  the  blind  by  the  Braille  Institute. 
Our  friends  are  invited  to  write  for  a  supply  of 
these  book  marks,  for  their  own  use,  and  for 
distribution  to  make  new  friends  for  our  work. 


"Stop"  Signs   For  Blind 

In  Germany,  the  blind  and  deaf  are  wearing 
conspicuous  yellow  armlets,  with  a  triangle  and 
large  black  dots,  like  the  German  road  signs 
for  forbidden  traffic.  Motorists  are  thus  warned 
to  be  careful  in  passing  such  a  person. 
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A     Blind      Prima      Donna 

How  Genevieve  Wiley  Trained  Her  Fine  Voice 
for  Wagner  and  Meyerbeer  at  Hollywood  Bowl 

By  CHARLINE  BELL 


AT  Hollywood 
Bowl,  last  sura- 
'  mer,  a  wider  pub- 
lic had  the  opportunity 
of  hearing,  and  getting 
musically  acquainted 
with,  a  blind  singer 
who  has  risen  high  on 
the  difficult  ladder  of 
musicianship,  and  who 
will  go  farther. 

Also,  the  blind  singer 
herself  had  her  first  op- 
portunity to  get  ac- 
quainted with  a  large 
audience  of  critical 
listeners,  and  to  sing 
with  full  symphony  or- 
chestra accompaniment. 

And  that  was  a  real 
thrill. 

"At  first.  I  was  be- 
wildered by  the  com- 
plete orchestra,  at  re- 
hearsal," says  Miss 
Genevieve  Wiley,  "but 
Signore  Bernardino 
Molinari,  the  conductor,  understood  my 
difficulty,  and  advised  me  to  forget  the 
orchestra,  and  sing  as  though  I  were  be- 
ing accompanied  only  by  a  pianist.  He 
was  most  gracious,  and  kind,  and  led  the 
accompaniment  with  ,  a  sympathetic  un- 
derstanding, and  at  the  concert  all  diffi- 
culties were  forgotten.  I  had  wondered 
how  Hollywood  Bowl  would  seem  as  a 
concert  hall,  and  as  usual,  my  audience 
was  very  sympathetic,  and  I  loved  them." 

Genevieve  Wiley  has  been  wholly  blind 
since  babyhood,  and  has  made  her  way  in 
music  by  hard  work  in  the  cultivation  of 
a  natural  talent.  Born  in  Greenwood, 
Indiana,  she  was  sent  to  the  Indiana 
School  for  the  Blind,  and  there  prepared 
herself  for  the  piano,  with  voice  as  sec- 
ondary study.  After  graduation,  she  came 
to  live  in  California,  and  her  home  is  in 
Pasadena.  While  still  a  mere  child,  she 
picked  out  tunes  on  the  piano  as  soon  as 
she  could  reach  the  keyboard,  and  at  four, 


played  accompaniments 
for  her  father.  At  sev- 
en, she  appeared  in 
public,  giving  imper- 
sonations of  well- 
known  pianists. 

About  four  years 
ago,  she  began  the 
study  of  voice  under 
the  instruction  of  Clif- 
ford Lott,  of  Los  An- 
geles,  and  has  de- 
veloped a  naturally  fine 
mezzo-soprano  voice, 
so  that  she  sings  works 
like  those  programmed 
for  her  Hollywood 
Bowl  recital,  Elsa's 
"Traume"  from  "Lo- 
hengrin", and  the  aria 
from  "Les  Huguenots". 
Miss  Wiley  is  also  a 
composer,  and  all  hough 
entirely  self-taught,  has 
written  numerous 
songs,  two  of  which 
won  praise. 
While  studying  voice,  Miss  Wiley  has 
earned  her  own  tuition  by  playing  the 
piano  for  dances,  and  as  an  accompanist, 
and  as  her  vocal  ability  developed,  she 
found  concert  audiences  in  Southern  Cali- 
fornia and  the  Middle  West.  For  four 
years,  she  has  been  guest  soloist  at  the 
Neighborhood  Church  of  Pasadena,  and 
she  was  chosen  by  the  guest  artist  com- 
mittee of  Hollywood  Bowl,  for  the  Au- 
gust 27  concert  last  summer,  from  the 
wide  array  of  musical  ability  in  Southern 
California.  She  has  a  large  and  diversi- 
fied repertoire,  and  is  therefore  well  fitted 
to  appear  in  song  recitals  and  as  a  soloist 
in  concerts. 

Miss  Wiley's  singing  has  depth  of  feel- 
ing and  expression,  and  she  possesses 
singular  poise,  maturity  and  reserve.  Her 
voice  is  of  resonant  timbre,  and  in  four 
years  of  study,  she  has  developed  her 
natural  musicianship  so  that  difficult  com- 
positions   like    Wagner's    "Traume"    are 
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rendered  with  a  command  that  lifts  her 
interpretation  into  the  realms  of  genuine 
artistry. 

Radio  listeners  in  Southern  California 
have  recently  had  opportunities  to  hear 
her  on  the  quarter-hour  programs  of  the 
Braille  Institute  of  America,  over  radio 
station  KFAC,  where  she  has  graciously 
appeared  to  aid  in  work  for  the  blind. 

Miss  Wiley  uses  a  Braille  typewriter 
in  her  studies,  making  copies  of  her  songs 
from  dictation,  and  transcribing  orches- 
tral scores  from  records.  She  possesses 
an  unusually  retentive  memory,  which 
has  been  trained  to  aid  her  in  overcoming 
her  handicap  of  sightlessness,  and  on 
more  than  one  occasion,  when  special 
numbers  were  needed  for  dancing,  has 
memorized  a  half-dozen  from  phonograph 
records,  in  a  day  and  a  half,  and  played 
them  for  a  dancer  in  a  motion  picture 
studio. 

Musical  critics  have  commended  her 
singing,  and  expressed  the  belief  that  she 
will  go  much  farther  as  an  artist  in  the 
years  ahead. 


LAW  SCHOLARSHIP  NEEDED 

An  ambitious  and  capable  young  blind  stu- 
dent in  a  Southern  California  college  wishes  to 
study  international  law,  after  graduation  in 
June,  but  is  without  the  means  to  pay  for  tuition 
and  living  expenses  at  one  of  the  California 
universities.  * 

The  Braille  Institute  of  America  has  investi- 
gated this  student,  and  believes  that  some 
philanthropic  person,  or  group  of  persons, 
would  be  interested  in  providing  a  scholarship. 
Further  particulars  may  be  had  by  writing  or 
telephoning  the  Braille  Institute  of  America, 
OLympia  1121. 


CAR  COMPANY  COURTESY 

Conductors  on  the  cars  of  the  Los  Angeles 
Railway  Corporation,  which  pass  our  doors, 
have  instruction  not  only  to  stop  in  front  of  the 
Braille  Institute  for  any  blind  person  visiting 
us,  but  to  lead  the  blind  passenger  to  our  door, 
a  service  greatly  appreciated  by  blind  visitors, 
and  ourselves. 


50-YEAR-OLD  BRAILLE  BOOK 

The  other  day,  a  Braille  book  was  sent  to  the 
American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  at 
Louisville,  Kentucky,  to  be  repaired  and  re- 
turned to  the  owner,  an  aged  blind  clergyman. 

It  was  discovered  that  this  printing  house 
had  produced  the  book  in  1883,  so  it  was  fifty 
years  old.  The  press  upon  which  it  had  been 
embossed  was  still  in  use,  and  more  remarkable, 
the  pressman  who  printed  the  volume,  and  the 
bindery  foreman  who  bound  it,  were  still  on 
the  staff. 

Although  the  minister  had  read  it  many  times 
in  half  a  century,  the  book  was  still  in  ex- 
cellent condition,  merely  needing  a  new  cover. 


PICTURE  A  TOUCHLESS  MAN! 

Picture  to  yourself  a  human  being  deprived, 
not  of  sight,  but  of  touch.  It  is  so  common  a 
thing  to  pity  the  blind,  that  we  forget  how 
valuable  a  sense  they  have  left  in  touch.  The 
only  way  to  realize  this  is,  to  imagine  a  human 
being  who  has  never  been  able  to  explore  the 
world  with  his  fingers,  and  learn  its  mysteries 
by  contact. 

The  touchless  man  could  know  little  about  a 
everyday  substance  like  glass.  His  sense  of 
sight  would  tell  him  that  it  was  transparent. 
But  he  could  never  know  whether  it  was  hard, 
or  cold,  or  smooth,  or  dense  in  structure.  With 
sight  alone,  he  could  never  know  about  such 
properties  as  weight,  elasticity,  brittleness.  He 
would  live  in  absolute  ignorance  of  air  and  other 
invisible  gases. 

With  many  objects  perceptible  to  his  sense 
of  sight,  the  touchless  man  would  see  shadows. 
But  he  would  have  to  devise  clever  tests  to  dis- 
cover which  was  shadow  and  which  was  sub- 
stance. His  own  reflection  in  water,  or  a  mirror, 
would  to  all  intents  and  purposes  be  another 
creature,  and  the  world  of  reflection  would 
make  his  everyday  environment  a  phantasma- 
goria. 

Briefly,  all  the  things  that  he  would  fail  to 
know,  or  discover  with  the  greatest  difficulty, 
are  easily  learned  by  the  blind  through  sense  of 
touch. 

Nothing  can  compensate  for  the  loss  of  eye- 
sight, but  the  blind  still  have  many  more  possi- 
bilities than  would  that  strange  imaginary  be- 
ing, a  touchless  man. 


A  BLIND  ABOLITIONIST 

While  Washington  was  still  President  of  the 
United  States,  he  received  a  letter  on  the  sub- 
ject of  negro  slavery  from  a  blind  Englishman, 
Edward  Rushton,  who  was  born  at  Liverpool 
in  1755,  and  lost  his  sight  during  a  slaving  voy- 
age to  the  coast  of  Africa. 

Bushton  did  not  lose  his  memory  of  the 
horrors  of  the  slave  traffic  as  he  had  seen  it, 
and  upon  returning  home,  became  an  active 
abolitionist,  fighting  an  evil  which  was  then, 
even  in  England,  regarded  as  a  matter  of  course. 

In  fact,  he  started  a  newspaper,  the  "Herald", 
to  disseminate  his  views,  which  were  thought 
so  radical  that  he  did  not  make  a  successful 
editor.  Whereupon,  he  turned  bookseller,  and 
also  became  a  poet,  writing  verse  that  had  wide 
circulation  in  his  day. 
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A  "New   Deal"   in    Braille   Bibles 

Large    Edition    Planned,   to   Meet   Demands   to 
the  End  of  1934— And  Cut  Costs  Over  66  Percent 


BIBLES  in  raised  print  for  the  blind 
have  been  published  for  more  than 
one  hundred  years,  but  still  the  de- 
mand greatly  exceeds  the  resources  of 
various  agencies  engaged  in  supplying 
the  Scriptures  to  the  blind,  a  work  which 
is  humanitarian  in  character. 

For  many  years,  the  Braille  Bible  So- 
ciety, located  at  739  North  Vermont  Ave- 
nue, Los  Angeles,  California,  has  devoted 
its  resources  exclusively  to  this  com- 
mendable work. 

Thousands  and  thousands  of  volumes 
of  the  King  James  Version  in  Braille  have 
been  distributed  to  the  blind  throughout 
the  world  free  or  at  prices  much  below 
the  publishing  cost. 

Within  the  last  year,  the  Society  has 
received  requests  for  3,078  volumes,  from 
those  unable  to  pay. 

Of  this  number,  739  volumes  have  been 
supplied,  leaving  unfilled  requests  in  the 
amount  of  2,339  volumes.  These  will  be 
supplied  free  just  as  soon  as  funds  make 
it  possible. 

This  unprecedented  demand  has  chal- 
lenged the  Society's  resourcefulness,  and 
the  challenge  has  been  taken  up  by  a 
plan  which  it  is  hoped  will  meet  a  hearty 
response  on  the  part  of  charitably  minded 
persons. 

Limited  funds  have  restricted  the  place- 
ment of  orders  large  enough  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  quantity  production. 

Consequently,  the  average  distribution 
cost  of  Braille  Bibles  to  the  Society  in  the 
past  has  approximated  $8  a  volume,  or 
about  $160  for  the  complete  Bible. 

If  funds  were  available  to  print,  at  a 
single  run,  the  2,339  volumes  necessary 
to  supply  the  unfilled  requests,  and  an  ad- 
ditional quantity  sufficient  to  meet  the 
anticipated  demands  for  the  year  1934, 
the  production  cost  could  be  reduced  to 
about  $2.50  a  volume,  or  $51.50  for  a  com- 
plete Bible. 

This  is  truly  a  "New  Deal"  in  Braille 
Bibles.  When  put  into  effect,  it  will  cut 
costs  over  66  percent ! 

Think  of  it !  A  reduction  from  about 
$8  a  volume,  or  $160  a  Bible,  to  $2.50  a 


volume,  or  $51.50  a  Bible  —  merely 
through  savings  realized  in  increased 
quantity  production. 

If  the  plan  appeals  to  you,  who  read 
this  article,  why  not  send  a  contribution 
to  the  Society  in  any  amount,  but  pref- 
erably for  a  sum  equal  to  the  cost  price 
of  a  complete  Bible  in  Braille,  bound  in 
21  volumes,  to  be  supplied  free,  as  your 
outright  gift,  to  some  lonely  blind  reader? 

To  accomplish  this  plan  $10,000  must 
be  available  to  the  Society  immediately. 

Consider  the  saving  to  be  realized — and 
the  service  to  be  rendered! 

Isn't  it  worthy  of  a  little  personal  sac- 
rifice ? 

The  Society  believes  it  is,  and  it  be- 
lieves that  you,  who  read  this  statement 
of  our  plan,  will  want  to  help.  Contribu- 
tions, large  or  small,  will  be  appreciated. 
Make  them  payable  to  Braille  Bible  So- 
ciety, 739  North  Vermont  Avenue,  Los 
Angeles,  California. 

Please  send  your  contribution  now.  A 
receipt  for  it  will  be  niailed  promptly. 

You  will  enjoy  the  satisfaction  of  help- 
ing to  put  through  a  "New  Deal"  in 
Braille  Bibles. 


Reads   Braille  With   Tongue 

Braille  books  and  magazines  would  seem  to 
offer  little  entertainment  to  a  blind  man  with- 
out arms.  Yet  William  H.  Kruse,  of  the 
Christian  Record  Benevolent  Association  re- 
ports that  there  is  such  a  handicapped  man  in 
Kansas  City  who  reads  Braille  with  his  tongue. 
He  spends  six  hours  a  day  reading,  and  has 
gone  through  the  Braille  Bible  four  times,  and 
through    favorite   chapters   many   more   times. 


Blind   Girl  Wins  Oxford   Honors 

For  the  first  time  at  Oxford  University,  in 
England,  a  blind  girl  has  won  first  honors  in  a 
final  examination.  She  is  Miss  Hazel  Winter. 
At  seventeen,  while  a  pupil  at  Chorley  Wood 
College,  a  public  school  for  the  blind,  she  won 
an  open  scholarship  at  Oxford.  After  entering 
the  university  she  had  to  undergo  an  operation 
for  appendicitis,  but  a  few  days  later  she  won 
high  marks  in  a  test.  All  the  text  books  re- 
quired for  her  work  have  been  translated  into 
Braille  for  her. 


Directory   of  Business    and   Professional    Blind 

Maintained  by  the  Bureau  of  Better  Business  for  the  Blind, 
Braille  Institute  of  America,   Inc. 
Although  the  persons  listed  here   are  without   sight,   they   do   not  wish  to   advertise   that   fact,   nor   solicit 
patronage  because  of  it. 

All  they  ask  is,  that  the  public  give  them  a  chance  to  serve  it   on  a  strictly  business  basis. 
Like  all  other  progressive  business  and  professional  blind,  they  ask  only  for  the  chance  to  earn  a  living, 
and  are  courageously  perservering  to  that  end. 


COSMETOLOGIST 

The  Hamilton  Beauty  Shoppe 

Complete   Cosmctological  Service 

12754  S.  Orange  St.,  Glendale,  Calif. 

Phoebe  Boisvert 

Expert  Facial  Masseuse 

1040  S.  Bonnie  Brae  St.,  Los  Angeles 

Telephone   Exposition  3404 

CHIROPRACTORS 

Dr.  Richard   Murray 

1444  South  Magnolia  Ave.,  Los  Angeles 


FItzroy   5643 

Dr.  Francis  P.  Thompson,  D.C. 

327  W.  Vernon  Ave.,  Los  Angeles 

Telephone  CEntury  25168 

Dr.  James  A.  Gray 

3667  McClintock  Ave.,  Los  Angeles 

Telephone:  REpublic4443 

INSURANCE 

Earl  C.  Houk 

General  Insurance 

633  N.  Beechwood  Dr.,  Los  Angeles 

GRanite  8953 

Kenneth  Marshall 

Fire,  Automobile,  Liability,  Plate  Glass,  Jewelry 

and  Fur  Floaters  Insurance 

718  Commercial  Exchange  Bldg.,  Los  Angeles 

TUcker  9542 

Stephen  D.  Medcraft 

Underwriter  for  Neiv.  York  Life  Insurance  Co. 

329  S.  Main  St.,  Baldwin  Park,  Calif. 

Baldwin  Park  66088 


MUSICIANS 

Calvin  Hendricks 

Baritone  for  Radio  and  Concert  Engagements 

1737  W.  45th  St.,  Los  Angeles 

UNiversity  9508 

Genevieve  Wiley 

Mezzo  Soprano  for  Concert  Engagements 

52  Marion  St.,  Pasadena,  Calif. 

TErrace   5263 

Maude  Ellington 

Teacher  of  Piano 

216  Wilshire  Blvd.,  Santa  Monica 

Santa  Monica  22931 

Mable  E.  Price 

Teacher  of  Voice — Open  for  Engagements 

521  Ariona  Ave.,  Santa  Monica,  Calif. 

Telephone  21322 

OSTEOPATHIC  PHYSICIANS 

Dr.  Homer  J.  Arnold 

Detwiler  Building  facing  Pershing  Square 

TUcker  9547  Los  Angeles 

Dr.  Earl  M.  Dawson 


3200  W.  Sixth  St.,  Los  Angeles 
DRexel  1141 

Dr.  W.  R.  Groshell 

Osteopathic  Physician  and  Surgeon 

2621  ^  N.  Broadway,  Los  Angeles 

Telephone   CApitol   3007 

PIANO  TUNER 

William  L.  Currie 

1147  S.  Westlake  Ave.,  Los  Angeles 

Exposition  8105 

PUBLIC  SPEAKING 

Thomas  S.  Butler 

6410  W.  Orange  St.,  Los  Angeles 

ORegon  8462 


OUTSIDE  OF  CALIFORNIA 


REAL  ESTATE  BROKER 

Omar  Boggs 

1300  Southern  Ave.,  Lexington,  Ky. 

ORDAINED  MINISTERS 

John  H.  Carpenter   (Evangelist) 

914  Hickory  St.,  Marshall,  111. 

R.  E.  Boggs  (Evangelist) 

333  American  Ave.,  Lexington,  Ky. 

Neil  McIntyre    (Evangelist) 
440  East  141st  St.,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

MUSICIANS 

G.  J.  Marinuzzi 

Church  Organist;  Piano  and  Violin   Teacher 

1026— 46th  Rd.,  Long  Island  City,  N.  Y. 


PIANO  TUNERS 

Raymond  R.  Reynard 

512  E.  Missouri  Ave.,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

Roy  P.  Hampton 

30  Years  of  Practical   Experience 

Brunswick,  Tennessee 

ARTS  AND  CRAFTS 

The  Blind  Art  Shop 

Arthur  A.  Frickholm  &  Adolph  Munter 

84-A  Boston  Post  Road,  Larchmont,  N.  Y. 

Emma  I.  Carpenter 

Rug  Weaving  and  Basketry 

914  Hickory  St.,  Marshall,  111. 
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Already,  We  Are  Making  1934  A  Better  Year 

With    the    Help    of   Its    Friends,  the  Braille 
Institute  is  Expanding  its  Work  for  the  Blind 


IN  this,  the  first  issue  of  "Light"  for 
1934,  the  Braille  Institute  of  America 
wishes  for  its  many  friends  and  con- 
tributors, and  the  blind  of  the  nation,  a 
prosperous  and  happy  year. 

May  we  all  soon  be  able  to  see  a  silver 
lining  to  the  dark  clouds  of  depression 
which  have  threatened  the  world's  social 
and  economic  structure  since  1929. 

May  we  all  soon  be  able  to  think  of 
these  days  as  testing  times — as  days  of 
character  building,  for  the  individual,  as 
well  as  for  the  nation. 

Throughout  history,  new  eras  in  civic, 
social  and  economic  life  have  been 
ushered  in  through  trials  and  deprivation. 
And  chaotic  conditions,  rightly  valued 
and  overcome,  have  always  been  step- 
ping-stones for  the  human  race.  "Sweet 
are  the  uses  of  adversity,"  says  Shake- 
speare, "which,  like  the  toad,  ugly  and 
venomous,  wears  yet  a  precious  jewel  in 
his  head." 

If  we,  who  enjoy  the  use  of  all  our 
faculties,  have  felt  so  deeply  the  burden 
of  these  trying  times,  how  much  greater 
must  be  the  weight  on  those  handicapped 
by  blindness !  The  Braille  Institute  of 
America,  through  its  well-organized  staff 
and  many  activities,  has  afforded  an  effec- 
tive expression  for  the  benevolence  of 
those  who  have  taken  thought  for  the  na- 
tion's blind.  And  the  Institute  wishes  to 
thank  its  many  friends  and  contributors 
who  have  made  it  possible  to  maintain, 
without  undue  curtailment,  its  many  ac- 
tivities in  welfare  work  for  the  blind. 

These  activities  include  the  publication 
in  Braille  of  two  monthly  magazines,  at 
special  rates  to  the  blind,  below  the  pub- 
lishing cost;  and  the  launching  of  a  third 
monthly,  printed  in  Moon  type  for  the 
blind.  This  Moon  type  is  especially  de- 
signed for  the  elderly  blind  who  have 
found  it  difficult  to  master  Braille.  More 
than  2,000  names  of  Moon  readers  are  on 
the  list  to  receive  the  magazine  as  soon 
as  funds  make  it  possible  to  supply  it. 

In  addition,  many  good  books,  running 
the  full  gamut  of  literature,  have  been 
printed  or  sponsored  by  the  Braille  Insti- 
tute.   Among  these,   are   titles   on   sales- 


manship, journalism,  commercial  law, 
general  insurance,  public  speaking,  par- 
liamentary practice,  oral  and  written 
English,  social  and  political  science,  and 
other  subjects  having  to  do  with  the  vo- 
cations followed  by  the  blind  for  liveli- 
hood. 

These  books  have  been  distributed  free 
to  various  libraries  throughout  the  coun- 
try, whence  they  circulate  free  to  blind 
borrowers  wherever  they  may  live.  With- 
in the  last  year  the  Braille  Institute  has 
established  a  free  lending  library  of  books 
and  magazines. 

The  blind  who  wish  instruction  in 
Braille  and  Moon  reading,  are  increasing 
so  rapidly  that  another  teacher  must  be 
added  just  as  soon  as  funds  make  it 
possible. 

The  Braille  Institute  of  America  asks 
your  help  in  making  its  activities  better 
known.  Indeed,  it  needs  your  construc- 
tive, cooperative  support  in  order  that  its 
service  to  the  blind  may  not  be  impaired. 

Founded  on  the  firm  rock  of  integrity 
and  benevolence,  it  ranks  among  the  lead- 
ing institutions  in  the  field  of  philan- 
thropy. National  and  international  in  its 
literary  service  to  the  blind,  with  head- 
quarters in  Los  Angeles,  it  stands  on  the 
Pacific  Coast  as  a  lighthouse  to  all  who 
walk  in  physical  darkness,  and  its  estab- 
lishment and  existence  is  a  credit  to  the 
commonwealth. 

The  Braille  Institute  welcomes  your  in- 
vestigation as  to  its  responsibility  and 
conduct,  to  the  end  that  you  may  recom- 
mend it  to  your  friends  as  a  philanthropic 
institution  for  the  advancement  of  the 
blind,  that  merits  their  moral  and  finan- 
cial support. 


At  a  recent  entertainment  given  in  Sussex, 
England,  to  emphasize  the  widening  field  of 
opportunity  opening  to  the  blind,  guests  in- 
cluded a  blind  doctor  of  music,  basketmakers,  a 
tea  agent,  piano  tuners  and  repairers,  machine 
knitters,  a  shorthand  typist,  journalists,  Braille 
printers  and  a  gardener. 


A  new  mystery  story  in  Braille  was  recently 
received  by  the  New  Orleans  public  library  on 
the  same  day  that  the  ink-print  edition  arrived, 
demonstrating  that  blind  readers  are  getting 
prompter  service  in  books  meant  chiefly  for  en- 
tertainment. 
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Seen  With  Half  an  Eye 


Sister  was 

bumped  off 
As  was  her 

beau — 
They  thought 

aloud 
At  a  movie 

show. 

Judge:  "What's  the  charge  against  this  man, 
officer?" 

Cop:    "Arson,   Your   Honor,   burning   up   the 

road." 

*  *     * 

"How  did  you  compile  your  great  diction- 
ary?" the  lexicographer  was  asked. 

"Oh,  it  was  something  like  having  a  quarrel 
with  one's  wife — one  word  led  to  another." 

=£         sfc         =fc 

Small  Boy:    "What  is  college  bred,  pop?" 
Pop   (with  son  in  college) :    "They  make  col- 
lege  bred,   my   son,    from   the   flower   of   youth 
and  the  dough  of  old  age." 

*  *     * 

"Can  you  type?" 

"Well,   I  use  the  Columbus  system." 

"What's  that?" 

"I  discover  a  key  then  land  on  it." 

*  *     * 

Home — That  little-used  building  which  stands 
on  the  same  lot  with  the  garage. 


Hubby:  "My  dear,  you  must  economize.  If  I 
were  to  die  where  would  you  be?" 

Wifey:  "I'd  be  all  right.  The  question  is — 
where  would  you  be?" 

*  *     * 

It's  easy  to  tell  one  sex  from  the  other.  A 
man  won't  take  your  last  cigarette. 

"Where  do  you  live?"  the  judge  asked  the 
first  tramp. 

"No  fixed  abode,"  was  the  reply. 

The  judge  then  turned  to  tramp  number  two, 
who  was  slightly  deaf. 

"And  you — where  do  you  live?" 

"On  the  floor  right  above  the  other  fellow." 

A  man  is  something  that  can  see  a  pretty 
ankle  three  blocks  away  while  driving  a  motor 
car  in  a  crowded  street,  but  will  fail  to  notice, 
in  the  wide,  open  countryside  the  approach  of  a 
locomotive  the  size  of  a  school-house  and  ac- 
companied by  a  flock  of  42  box  cars. 

*  *     * 

"Where  were  you  born?"  asked  the  judge,  ex- 
amining the  applicant  for  naturalization.  "Swed- 
en," was  the  answer.  "What  part?"  "All  of 
me."  "Why  did  you  leave  Sweden?"  "I  couldn't 
bring  it  with  me."  "Where  were  your  fore- 
fathers born?"  "I  got  only  one  father."  "Where 
is  Washington?"    "He  is  dead." 

*  *     * 

A  "match"  they  called  it  when  they  wed; 
A  sporting  term  we've  often  read. 
Perhaps  that's  why  in  later  days, 
Their  lawyers  used  a  sporting  phrase, 
"Tomorrow;  Jones  vs.  Jones"  they  said. 


To  Assist   Blind   Veterans 

Hard  hit  by  the  Economy  Bill,  which  has  re- 
duced soldier  pensions  of  $40  and  $50  a  month 
to  as  little  as  $6,  and  left  many  blind  ex-service 
men  with  no  pension  whatever,  veterans  at  the 
Soldiers'  Home,  Sawtelle,  California,  have  or- 
ganized Blind  Post  No.  2,  D.V.U.S.,  composed 
entirely  of  totally  blind  veterans  of  all  wars. 
The  purpose  is  to  assist  needy  blind  veterans, 
and  get  a  special  bill  passed  by  Congress  which 
will  provide  adequate  maintenance  for  blind 
veterans  who  wish  to  live  outside  the  Soldiers' 
Home. 


AUTO  INSURANCE                 CONTRACTS  FINANCED 

ROBT.  PEARSON 

Dependable  Automobiles 

254  NORTH  VERMONT 

(At  Beverly  Blvd.) 

Phone  DRexel  1013                      Los  Angeles 

The  commander  of  this  post,  William  J. 
Sterling,  is  a  Congressional  medal  man.  Every 
blind  veteran  in  the  home  is  a  member,  thirty- 
five  in  all,  with  about  fifteen  from  outside.  Those 
interested  should  write  to  W.  J.  Sterling,  Box 
34,  National  Military  Home,  California.  Meet- 
ings are  held  each  Wednesday  in  the  Solarium 
of  Company  14.  Veterans  in  other  homes  are 
urged  to  organize  at  no  expense  to  themselves. 
Numerical  strength  is  necessary.  There  are 
about  1500  veterans  who  come  under  this  classi- 
fication in  the  U.  S. 


REMEMBER    our   advertisers    deserve   your 
support.  They  pay  the  publishing  cost  of  "Light." 


INDEPENDENT    ADDRESSING 
MACHINE  &  MAILING  CO. 

Rebuilt  Addressograph  Machines 

Service  &  Supplies         Publication  Mailing 

605  East  Third  St.,  Los  Angeles 
MUtual  7494 
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This   Is   The   Greatest  "Thriller 

And  Your  Blind  Pals  Are  Just  As  Keen   As 
You   About    Following    Its   Latest  Twists 


tt 


IF  you  like  to  fol- 
low "thrillers",  I'll 
tell  yon  where  to 
find  the  most  excit- 
ing serial  story  now 
running  anywhere. 
But  don't  look  in  the 
fiction  magazines,  or 
hunt  for  it  at  the  movies,  or  on  the  radio. 
Look  in  your  daily  paper !  The  news 
just  crackles  with  important  events,  and 
every  morning  brings  information  that 
has  vital  bearing  on  your  business,  your 
job,  your  investments,  your  bank  de- 
posits, your  home — and  last,  but  not  least, 
your  competitors. 

Under  the  "New  Deal",  your  Uncle 
Sam  is  mobilizing  the  resources  of  this 
country,  and  our  people,  to  lift  us  out  of 
our  slump,  and  progress  from  day  to  day 
is  as  thrilling  as  a  football  game. 

Now,  suppose  you  were  treated  like  a 


kid  sent  to  bed  just  as  the  hair-raising 
serial  starts  on  the  radio. 

That  is  the  way  the  blind  are  treated, 
as  far  as  sitting  down  and  reading  the 
latest  news  for  themselves  is  concerned, 
unless  they  can  get  one  of  our  Braille 
magazines,  or  our  new  Moon  type  maga- 
zine for  the  elderly  blind. 

If  you  saw  a  real  live  kid  being'  packed 
off  to  bed  when  the  radio  thriller  started, 
you'd  want  to  plead  for  him  to  stay  up. 

If  you  want  to  plead  for  the  blind,  who 
are  as  eager  as  yourself  to  follow  the 
great  national  thriller  now  running,  just 
send  me  three  dollars,  and  I'll  send  you 
"Light"  for  a  whole  year,  and  also  send 
a  Braille  or  Moon  magazine  to  some 
blind  pal  who  can't  afford  to  pay  for  it. 

After  all,  the  blind  are  just  like  us — 
big  kids.         Yours  expectantly, 


7&  $u&uu£Ltu  ^K 


A  Blind   Jewish   Scholar 

Among  sixteen  students  who  lately  re- 
ceived their  M.A.  degrees  at  the  Hebrew 
Lhiiversity,  in  Jerusalem,  was  Nissan 
Meckler,  who  since  1914  has  been  an  in- 
mate of  the  Institute  for  the  Jewish  Blind 
in  Jerusalem. 

Graduating  with  highest  honors,  with 
Hebrew  literature  as  his  major  subject, 
Nissan  Meckler  completed  his  entire 
course  at  the  university  while  earning  his 
livelihood  as  a  basket-maker  in  common 
with  his  fellows  at  the  Institute.  With 
the  age  of  the  graduates  at  the  Hebrew 
Universit)'-  ranging  from  twenty-five  to 
thirty  years,  Nissan  Meckler,  who  is 
thirty  years  old,  is  in  no  way  behind  his 
comrades,  even  in  age,  so  far  as  his 
achievements  are  concerned. 

All  courses  at  the  university  are  given 
in  Hebrew  and  much  of  the  material 
available  in  text  books  in  other  languages 
has  not  been  published  in  that  language. 
For  example,  the  students  in  the  philos- 
ophy class  are  preparing  their  own  text 
books,  and  under  the  supervision  of  the 
head  of  the  department,  they  have  edited 
a  series  of  philosophical  treatises  in 
Hebrew.  These  and  other  text  books  were 


made  available  to  Mr.  Meckler  through 
the  kindness  of  his  fellow-students,  who 
read  to  him  some  of  the  papers  and  books 
in  the  various  courses  for  which  he  was 
unable  to  obtain  the  texts. 

German  Braille  text  books,  sent  from 
the  Library  Institute  at  Marburg,  Ger- 
many, helped  to  fill  the  gaps,  for  Mr. 
Meckler  not  only  knows  Polish  and 
Hebrew,  but  also  English  and  German, 
and  is  an  expert  reader  of  Braille  in 
Hebrew  and  Latin  characters. 

Instead  of  a  Braille  typewriter,  Mr. 
Meckler  does  his  work  on  an  ordinary 
Hebrew  typewriter,  and  filled  out  his  ex- 
amination papers  in  this  way,  after  the 
examiners  had  read  the  questions  to  him. 
Mr.  Meckler  attended  seminars  and 
courses  at  the  university  after  he  was  re- 
leased from  his  day's  work  at  the  Insti- 
tute for  the  Blind.  Gifted  with  a  remark- 
able memory,  he  compiled  his  notes  on 
the  various  lectures  by  dictating  them  to 
some  of  his  fellow  students,  who  offered 
to  help  him. 

Coming  to  Palestine  when  he  was  nine- 
teen years  old,  Mr.  Meckler  also  com- 
pleted his  secondary  school  education 
there  as  an  extension  student  at  the 
Hebrew  High  School  in  Jerusalem. 


Monthly  Magazines  for  the  Blind 


THE  BRAILLE  MIRROR 

A  panorama  of  world  affairs  printed  in  Braille 

Subscription  rate  to  institutions:   $3  a  year 
Special  to  the  blind:     .      .      .      $2  a  year 


MARCH  OF  EVENTS 

A  digest  of  world  news 

Subscription  rate  to  institutions:   $3  a  year 
Special  to  the  blind:     .      .      .      $2  a  year 


NEW  MOON 

A  digest  of  current  events  in  Moon  type 

Subscription  rate  to  institutions:   $5  a  year 
Special  to  the  blind:    .     .     .     $2.50  a  year 


Thousands  of  the  blind  would  like  to  have  these  unparalleled,  high-standard 

magazines.    Comparatively  few  can  afford  to  subscribe  even  at  the  rates  which 

are  below  the  publishing  cost. 

A  subscription  for  LIGHT  at  $3  a  year  pays  also 

for  one  of  these  monthlies  which  will  be  sent  free  to 

a  blind  reader  unable  to  subscribe.    Let  your  light 

shine  in  that  darkness  by  subscribing  now. 


G  a  r  b  o 

Returns    to    the    Screen 
in    M-G-M's 

Queen  Christina 

with 

John    Gilbert 

and  All  Star  Cast 
Watch  Newspapers  for  Premier  Date  at 

Grauman's  Chinese 

LIGHT 


Playing  chess  with  scorers  adapted  from  clocks,  for  the  use  of  the  blind. 

— Photo  courtesy  National  Institute 
for  the  Blind,  London,  England. 
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WE  OO  OUR  PART 


Now—- 

Fill  up  your  tank  with 

General 

Nobilgas      hT   _ 

£^P  with   1  etraethyl 

From  the  Pump  Displaying  the 
Flying  Red  Horse 

Mobiloil 


also 


Mobilorease 
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GE^IRAL    PETROLEUM    CORPORATION 

A     SOCONT -  VACUUM     C0MPAN7 


World's  Largest 
r^3ZYi<  Selling  Motor  Oil 


OF    CALIFORNIA 


PRESTON  TIRE  CO.,  Inc. 

VERMONT  AT  MELROSE 

Every  Service  for  Your  Car...  Under  Responsible 

Management 

Phone  OL  2756 


EXPERT 

BODY  and  FENDER 

REPAIRING 


23  Years'  Experience 


No  Job  too  Large  or  too 
Small 


ANY  CAR 

Official  Brake 

Adjustment 

Four  Wheels 

9(K 


The 
GENERAL  TIRE 

Distributor 


Phone  OL  2984 
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Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc. 


BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES 

Robert  A.  Odell,  President 

J.  Robert  Atkinson,  Vice-President  and  Manager 

W.  H.  Kindig,  Secretary 

Arthur  L.  Sonderegger,  Treasurer 


P.  A.  Be-Hannesey 

Frank  C.  Collier 

Edwin  L.  Gardner 

Franklin  Lowney 

Dr.  R.  W.  Whomes 


PUBLICATION   COMMITTEE 
Thomas  C.  Higgins,  State  Library,  Saginaw,  Mich. 
Mrs.  Fanny  Howley,  Seattle  Public  Library. 
Edward  M.  Peterson,  Chicago  Public  Library. 
Miss  Mary  C.  Chamberlain,  New  York  State  Public 

Library,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
Miss  Annie  E.  Carson,  Cleveland  Public  Library. 
Miss  Linda  A.  Eastman,  Cleveland  Public  Library. 
Mrs.  Grace  D.  Davis,  Lathrop  Branch  Library, 

Detroit,  Mich. 
Miss  Mary  Esther  Sawyer,  Perkins  Institution, 

Watertown,  Mass. 
Miss  Georgia  D.  Trader,  Clovernook  Home  for  Blind, 

Mt.  Healthy,  Ohio 


THE  Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc., 
was  chartered  under  the  laws  of  the 
State  of  California  on  the  100th  anni- 
versary of  the  Braille  system  of  printing 
for  the  blind,  as  a  memorial  to  Louis 
Braille,  of  France,  (1806-1852),  who  made 
it  possible  for  the  blind  to  write  as  well 
as  read. 

This  explains  the  prominence  given  to 
the  word  Braille  in  the  Institute's  name, 
and  the  practical  omission  therefrom  of 
any  word  which  has  a  direct  bearing  on 
welfare  work  for  the  blind. 

The  Institute  is  a  national  non-profit 
agency  devoted  to  the  social,  industrial 
and  literary  advancement  of  the  blind, 
with  headquarters  at  741  North  Vermont 
Avenue,  Los  Angeles,  California. 

It  was  established  to  acquire  the  assets 
and  activities  of  the  Universal  Braille 
Press,  founded  in  1919  by  J.  Robert 
Atkinson,  with  the  assistance  of  philan- 
thropic friends. 

Governed  by  a  board  of  trustees  elected 
annually  by  the  members,  and  established 
to  receive  and  expend  gifts  and  endow- 
ments for  the  welfare  of  the  blind,  it 
ranks  among  the  nation's  leading  institu- 
tions in  the  field  of  philanthropy,  thereby 
affording  an  outlet  for  the  benevolence  of 
all  who  wish  to  help  those  handicapped 
by  physical  blindness. 

The   nation's   blind  population   is   esti- 


mated at  120,000,  of  whom  90  per  cent  lost 
their  sight  after  reaching  maturity.  To 
the  latter,  the  doors  of  tax-supported 
schools  for  the  education  of  the  youthful 
blind  are  closed. 

Blind  adults  everywhere  are  appealing 
to  the  Institute  for  help  and  counsel.  They 
recognize  in  the  Braille  Institute,  founded 
by  a  blind  man,  a  bond  of  sympathy  and 
leadership  on  which  to  anchor  hope. 

The  Braille  Institute  of  America's  ac- 
tivities include : 

Sponsorship  of  books  and  magazines 
printed  in  Braille  and  Moon  types,  on  a 
non-profit  basis,  and  free  to  the  blind  un- 
able to  pay. 

A  Bureau  of  Social  Welfare  and  Better 
Business  for  the  Blind,  its  object  being  to 
find  employment  or  business  locations  for 
the  able-bodied  blind  in  the  trades  and 
professions ;  to  assist  them  by  way  of 
loans  until  they  are  successfully  estab- 
lished, to  the  end  that  they  may  become 
self-supporting.  The  Bureau  also  assists 
the  blind  who  for  good  reasons  cannot  be 
successfully  rehabilitated  for  gainful  oc- 
cupations and  who  may  not  be  eligible  for 
governmental  aid. 

Maintenance  of  a  Free  Library,  stocked 
with  embossed  books  and  magazines,  in- 
cluding fiction  and  works  on  the  various 
vocations  followed  by  the  blind.  The  Li- 
brary serves  the  blind  of  the  entire  nation. 

Free  instruction  in  reading  and  writing 
Braille,  and  in  Moon  reading. 

Scholarships  for  vocational  and  higher 
education  in  branches  of  the  trades  and 
professions. 

The  Institute  publishes  three  monthly 
magazines  as  follows  :  '"March  of  Events," 
a  digest  of  world  news,  printed  in  Braille 
and  published  monthly ;  "The  Braille  Mir- 
ror," a  panorama  of  world  affairs,  printed 
in  Braille  and  published  monthly;  "New 
Moon,"  a  monthly  magazine  printed  in 
Moon  type,  containing  a  digest  of  current 
events  and  dedicated  to  the  Moon  readers 
of  America. 

The  Institute's  activities  are  sustained 
through  voluntary  contributions  and  the 
sale  of  memberships,  as  follows :  Partici- 
pating member,  $1  per  annum;  Patron 
member,  $5  per  annum ;  Contributing 
member,  $25  per  annum  ;  Associate  mem- 
ber, $50  per  annum ;  Sustaining  member, 
$100  per  annum;  Life  member,  $1,000. 


The  Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc.  has  only  one  address,  which  is  741  North  Vermont  Avenue, 
Los  Angeles,  and  it  is  designated  by  no  other  name.    It  has  no  branch  offices  and  is  not  affiliated 

with  any  other  agency  for  the  blind. 
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THE  Braille  "cell"  of  six  dots  provides 
63  possible  combinations,  each  of 
which  is  used.  By  this  means  not 
only  the  alphabet,  but  all  punctuation 
signs,  contractions  of  words  and  parts  of 
words,  and  notation  for  mathematics, 
chemistry,  and  music  may  be  written.  The 
diagram  shows  only  a  small  portion  of  the 
characters  used. 


A  SYSTEM  of  raised  type  was  in- 
vented by  Dr.  William,  Moon  of 
England,  in  1847.  Consisting  of 
letters  based  on  the  Roman  characters, 
numerals  similar  to  Arabic  numerals,  and 
a  very  few  contractions,  the  type  is  readily 
perceived  by  the  untrained  ringer.  Thus  it 
is  valuable  to  the  many  blind  who  lose 
their  sight  in  middle  aee. 


Bibles  for  the  Blind 


(King  James  Version) 


INTERPOINT  BRAILLE  EDITION 

Old  Testament,  16  vol $40.00  postpaid 

New  Testament,  5  vol 12.50  postpaid 

Special  Prices  to  the  Blind  With  the  Aid  of  Philanthropy 


Contributions  to  This  End  Are  Greatly  Needed 


BRAILLE  BIBLE  SOCIETY,  Inc. 

739  North  Vermont  Avenue,  Los  Angeles,  California 
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The   Lucky   Lady 

By  JAMES  H.  COLLINS 


SOMETIMES  a  fellow  gets  all 
tangled  up  in  this  Machine  Age. 
Sorry  for  the  days  into  which 
he  has  been  born,  and  longing  to  go 
back  to  the  glory  that  was  Greece, 
and  the  grandeur  that  was  Rome. 

Fed  up  on  the  energy  that  is  Chi- 
cago !  We  all  get  that  way,  now  and 
then,  and  sometimes  a  little  rest  will 
set  us  right,  and  again  a  change  of 
scene,  or  even  work. 

And  then,  maybe,  we  run  across 
somebody  who  can  just  work  a 
magic  Presto — change!  in  our  view- 
point, like  the  woman  who  wrote  the 
little  book  "The  Lucky  Lady." 


For  years,  Margaret  Prescott  Mon- 
tague had  poor  vision.  And  then 
that  partial  vision  began  to  fade,  so 
even  her  commonest  joys  were  go- 
ing, like  gardening,  when  her  flowers 
seemed  to  say  to  each  other,  "Hold 
tight  now,  here  comes  Margaret — 
she's  as  like  as  not  to  pull  us  out  for 
weeds." 

Once,  walking  along  the  street, 
she  climbed  over  a  dim  obstacle,  and 
turning,  discovered  that  she  had 
climbed  right  over  a  little  boy's  ex- 
press wagon. 

Besides,  she  was  almost  complete- 


ly deaf,  and  that,  too,  led  to  experi- 
ences that  were  funny,  because  she 
tells  them.  But  her  life  was  definite- 
ly headed  for  a  very  dark  pocket, 
and  there  was  nothing  funny  about 
that,  at  all. 

And  then  came  machines,  an  oper- 
ation and  glasses  that  gave  back  her 
partial  sight,  and  a  hearing  device 
that  enabled  her  to  associate  normal- 
ly with  people.  In  no  other  age  of 
the  world  could  she  have  been  res- 
cued, and  only  within  the  past  few 
years  in  our  own  Machine  Age. 


"What  has  come  over  the  spirit  of 
man  today,"  she  asks,  "that  he 
should  lament  over  his  own  time  in 
history  —  casting  wistful  glances 
back  to  a  past  that  was  no  better 
than  it  should  be?  I  have  little  pa- 
tience with  this  attitude.  We  are 
here  today,  aren't  we?  Not  back  in 
the  golden  age  of  Greece,  nor  the 
Italian  Renaissance.  Then  why  not 
be  friends  with  it,  rather  than 
mourners  over  it,  even  if  it  does  pre- 
sent its  own  peculiar  difficulties?  Or, 
if  we  cannot  be  friends,  let  us  at 
least  take  it  lustily  by  the  throat  and 
choke  some  blessings  out  of  it." 


"The  Lucky   Lady,   by   Margaret  Prescott  Mon- 
tague,    Boston,     Houghton    Mifflin    Company,    $1. 
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Blind    Players   In   Comedy 

From  a  Benefit  Performance,  this  Sightless 
Group  Has  Gone  on  to  the  Professional  Stage 

By  JAMES  H.  COLLINS 

THE  theater  is  a  place  where  illusions      are    James    Townsend,    Harry    "Rube" 
are    created    and    sold.     What    more      Haskell,    Frances    Brown,    Mary    Flynn, 
subtle   illusion    can   there   be   than   a      Ja™es  Gray>  Genevieve  Wiley  and  Maude 
comedy  presented  by  blind  players,  with  mgton. 

such   fidelity   to    the    story   that    theatre-  James  Townsend  is  thirty,  and  lost  his 

goers  quickly  forget  that  they  are  being  sight  eight  years  ago,  when  a  young  man 
entertained  by  sightless  men  and  women,  of  twenty-two.  He  has  lived  in  California 
and  settle  down  to  a  normal  evening  of  since  boyhood,  and  before  blindness,  at- 
laughter  and  applause?  tended   the    Pasadena   High    School.     He 

This  was  the  ideal  set  for  themselves  s*arted  sinf  n§'  at  nineteen,  learned  to 
by  the  Pasadena  Braille  Players,  last  P  a-v,  saxophone  and  clarinet  and  after 
year,  when  they  came  together  to  discuss  blindness  attended  the  Pasadena  Junior 
the  serious  project  of  a  theatre  company  Colle§'e  and  continued  his  voice  studies. 
to  be  made  up  entirely  of  sightless  actors  "The  idea  of  this  venture  seems  to  have 

and  actresses,  and  to  make  their  living  on  originated  with  me,"  he  says.  "I  am  chair- 
man of  the  program  committee  of  the 
Pasadena  Braille  Club.  Last  year  our 
club  was  faced  with  the  necessity  for  rais- 
ing a  hundred  dollars  to  pay  for  transpor- 
tation of  members  to  our  meetings.  If 
we  are  not  able  to  get  some  of  the  older 
members  to  the  meetings,  it  would  leave 
a  gap  of  social  contact  in  their  few  re- 


the  stage. 

Their  first  play,  presented  as  a  "feel- 
er," was  the  one-act  "An  Hour  in  June," 
by  blind  Louis  G.  Siggons,  and  although 
the  prime  mover  in  the  enterprise,  James 
Townsend,  accidentally  struck  a  table  and 
lost  two  of  his  front  teeth  a  few  hours  be- 
fore the  curtain  rose,  the  audience  at  this 


first    presentation,    in    Pasadena,    quickly      maining  years  on  earth, 
forgot  that  the  players  could  not  see  and  "So,    an    entertainment    was    arranged 

acted  its  own  important  part  as  a  normal  with  the  assistance  of  Genevieve  Wiley, 
audience.  The  trial 
balloon  was  a  distinct 
success  and  encour- 
aged the  group  to 
greater  things. 

The  next  play  se- 
lected is  a  three-act 
comedy,  "The  Inti- 
mate Strangers,"  by 
an  author  who  has 
had  his  experience  of 
blindness  —  Booth 
Tarkington.  This  is 
now  advanced  to  the 
production  stage,  and 
after  a  first  perform- 
ance in  Pasadena,  if 
successful,  will  be  tak- 
en on  tour. 

The  Braille  Players 
in    the    order   of   their 

appearance     on     the  Four  Qf  the  bijnd  pasadena  players— Mary  Flynn,  James  Townsend, 
stage    in   this    comedy  (standing);  Frances  Brown,  James  Gray, 
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the  blind  singer,  and  we  decided  on  the 
ambitious  project  of  presenting  the  one- 
act  play  by  Louis  Siggons.  This  was  a 
success  beyond  our  hopes,  artistic  as  well 
as  financial,  and  it  led  to  the  plan  of  pre- 
senting a  full-length  play.  If  we  meet 
with  an  encouraging  reception  from  the 
public,  we  will  make  our  production  the 
basis  of  a  professional  theatrical  enter- 
prise, and  tour  adjacent  cities,  and  per- 
haps the  state.  That  was  the  foundation 
upon  which  we  built." 

Harry  "Rube"  Haskell  was  for  twenty 
years  an  acrobat  before  losing  his  sight, 
and  well-known  to  vaudeville  audiences 
over  the  country,  an  Orpheum  headliner 
and  former  room-mate  of  Al  Jolson. 
Genevieve  Wiley  and  Mary  Flynn  have 
both  sung  in  Hollywood  Bowl.  Frances 
Brown  is  the  leading  lady,  Mr.  Townsend 
leading  man,  and  James  Gray  the  juve- 
nile lead. 

In  preparing  a  play,  each  part  is  written 
in  Braille,  with  cues,  and  during  the  first 
rehearsals  the  players  read  their  lines. 
Then  movement  is  added,  as  the  char- 
acters walk  through  their  parts,  finding 
their  way  about  through  the  positions  of 
furniture  and  rugs.  Every  effort  was 
made  in  selection  of  players  to  minimize 
the  sense  of  blindness,  and  rehearsal,  with 
the  final  stage  makeup,  still  further  over- 
comes this  audience  hazard.  Still  another 
resource  lay  in  the  choice  of  a  comedy,  to 
make  things  easier  for  the  audience,  and 
eliminate  even  a  suggestion  of  handicap 
in  the  players. 

"Our  directors  deserve  great  credit  for 
our  work,"  Mr.  Townsend  adds,  "for  upon 
them  rested  the  responsibility  of  making 
us  appear  as  normal  men  and  women  in 
every  action.  Helen  Henry  was  our  su- 
pervising director,  and  goes  on  the  road 
with  us.  We  also  had  the  benefit  of  the 
experience  of  Tom  Henry,  of  the  Pasa- 
dena Community  Playhouse,  and  were 
coached  by  some  of  the  qualified  dramatic 
teachers  furnished  by  the  United  States 
Government  under  the  Emergency  Relief 
Administration.  So,  you  see,  we  had  ex- 
cellent preparation. 

"We  were  being  considered,  last  year, 
for  a  series  of  motion  picture  'shorts,'  and 
I  was  considered  for  the  feature  part  in 
'Blind  Rafferty,'  but  the  motion  picture 
director  who  had  us  in  view  was  unable 
to  carry  out  his  plans,  by  reason  of  a 
change  in  studio  organization. 

"If  our  efforts  in  the  present  enterprise 


meet  with  success,  we  have  further  plans. 
I  contemplate  establishing  a  'little 
theatre'  in  Pasadena,  or  wherever  else  it 
can  be  done  to  advantage,  to  bring  to- 
gether the  highest  types  of  blind  players. 
I  shall  endeavor  to  bring  into  the  group 
people  with  normal  facial  expressions, 
who  look  entirely  normal,  and  try  to  es- 
tablish a  course  of  training  to  teach  blind 
persons  how  to  control  their  faces,  and 
express  emotions.  People  who  have  never 
seen  do  not  have  as  expressive  faces  as 
those  who  have  learned  by  seeing.  If  the 
movies  are  interested,  we  will  try  to  fur- 
nish blind  players  whose  faces  do  not 
show  their  handicap. 

"This  is  practical  work,  for  it  is  detri- 
mental to  have  any  heavy  sense  of  sym- 
pathy directed  at  us  by  audiences. 

"Also,  I  have  secured  a  one-act  play, 
taking  about  twenty  minutes,  in  which 
the  cast  of  two  men  and  four  women  must 
all  be  singers  as  well  as  actors.  This  we 
intend  to  prepare,  in  rehearsals,  so  that 
it  can  be  offered  in  vaudeville.  The  dra- 
matic idea  is  somewhat  original,  the 
music  is  specially  written,  and  I  believe 
it  can  be  developed  into  an  ideal  vaude- 
ville skit." 

In  Cleveland,  Ohio,  another  group  of 
nine  blind  people,  the  Grasselli  Players, 
lately  produced  "On  the  Hiring  Line,"  at 
a  benefit  performance  to  aid  the  Dunn  bill 
now  in  Congress  to  place  blind  men  and 
women  in  news-stands  in  Federal  build- 
ings. The  cast  included  Martin  Ribar, 
Leonore  Marquis,  I.  P.  Silverman,  Helen 
Schratz,  Harold  Down,  Carrie  Crittenden, 
Lawrence  Heringhaus,  Margaret  Mc- 
Donough  and  John  Knall,  and  was  spec- 
ially coached  by  the  sighted  director  Rob- 
ert Delmege,  who  has  devised  ingenious 
methods  for  prompting  blind  players,  and 
who  undertook  to  prove  to  Cleveland 
theatre-goers  that  blind  people  can  per- 
form plays  as  agreeably  as  sighted  actors. 
One  of  Mr.  Delmege's  devices  is  to  lay 
ropes  under  the  stage  carpet  to  guide  the 
blind  actors. 

In  Chicago,  too,  a  group  of  blind  play- 
ers, the  Braille  Theatre  Guild,  has  pre- 
sented one-act  plays  like  Louis  N.  Park- 
er's "The  Minuet,"  and  Alice  Brown's 
"Joint  Owners  in  Spain,"  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Miss  Jane  Willis,  a  blind  woman. 


American  (in  French  restaurant) :  "Waiter, 
bring  me  some  French  fried  potatoes." 

Garcon:  "Sorry,  sir,  but  we  don't  cook 
American  dishes." 
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Blind    Players   In   Comedy 

From  a  Benefit  Performance,  this  Sightless 
Group  Has  Gone  on  to  the  Professional  Stage 

By  JAMES  H.  COLLINS 


THE  theater  is  a  place  where  illusions 
are  created  and  sold.  What  more 
subtle  illusion  can  there  be  than  a 
comedy  presented  by  blind  players,  with 
such  fidelity  to  the  story  that  theatre- 
goers quickly  forget  that  they  are  being 
entertained  by  sightless  men  and  women, 
and  settle  down  to  a  normal  evening  of 
laughter  and  applause? 

This  was  the  ideal  set  for  themselves 
by  the  Pasadena  Braille  Players,  last 
year,  when  they  came  together  to  discuss 
the  serious  project  of  a  theatre  company 
to  be  made  up  entirely  of  sightless  actors 
and  actresses,  and  to  make  their  living  on 
the  stage. 

Their  first  play,  presented  as  a  "feel- 
er," was  the  one-act  "An  Hour  in  June,"' 
by  blind  Louis  G.  Siggons,  and  although 
the  prime  mover  in  the  enterprise,  James 
Townsend,  accidentally  struck  a  table  and 
lost  two  of  his  front  teeth  a  few  hours  be- 
fore the  curtain  rose,  the  audience  at  this 
first  presentation,  in  Pasadena,  quickly 
forgot  that  the  players  could  not  see  and 
acted  its  own  important  part  as  a  normal 
audience.  The  trial 
balloon  was  a  distinct 
success  and  encour- 
aged the  group  to 
greater  things. 

The  next  play  se- 
lected is  a  three-act 
comedy,  "The  Inti- 
mate Strangers,"  by 
an  author  who  has 
had  his  experience  of 
blindness  —  Booth 
Tarkington.  This  is 
now  advanced  to  the 
production  stage,  and 
after  a  first  perform- 
ance in  Pasadena,  if 
successful,  will  be  tak- 
en on  tour. 

The  Braille  Players 
in  the  order  of  their 
appearance  on  the 
stage   in  this   comedy 


are  James  Townsend,  Harry  "Rube" 
Haskell,  Frances  Brown,  Mary  Flynn, 
James  Gray,  Genevieve  Wiley  and  Maude 
Ellington. 

James  Townsend  is  thirty,  and  lost  his 
sight  eight  years  ago,  when  a  young  man 
of  twenty-two.  He  has  lived  in  California 
since  boyhood,  and  before  blindness,  at- 
tended the  Pasadena  High  School.  He 
started  singing"  at  nineteen,  learned  to 
play  saxophone  and  clarinet,  and  after 
blindness  attended  the  Pasadena  Junior 
College  and  continued  his  voice  studies. 

"The  idea  of  this  venture  seems  to  have 
originated  with  me,"  he  says.  "I  am  chair- 
man of  the  program  committee  of  the 
Pasadena  Braille  Club.  Last  year  our 
club  was  faced  with  the  necessity  for  rais- 
ing a  hundred  dollars  to  pay  for  transpor- 
tation of  members  to  our  meetings.  If 
we  are  not  able  to  get  some  of  the  older 
members  to  the  meetings,  it  would  leave 
a  gap  of  social  contact  in  their  few  re- 
maining years  on  earth. 

"So,  an  entertainment  was  arranged 
with  the  assistance  of  Genevieve  Wiley, 


Four  of  the  blind  Pasadena  players — Mary  Flynn,  James  Townsend, 
(standing);  Frances  Brown,  James  Gray. 
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the  blind  singer,  and  we  decided  on  the 
ambitious  project  of  presenting  the  one- 
act  play  by  Louis  Siggons.  This  was  a 
success  beyond  our  hopes,  artistic  as  well 
as  financial,  and  it  led  to  the  plan  of  pre- 
senting a  full-length  play.  If  we  meet 
with  an  encouraging  reception  from  the 
public,  we  will  make  our  production  the 
basis  of  a  professional  theatrical  enter- 
prise, and  tour  adjacent  cities,  and  per- 
haps the  state.  That  was  the  foundation 
upon  which  we  built." 

Harry  "Rube"  Haskell  was  for  twenty 
years  an  acrobat  before  losing  his  sight, 
and  well-known  to  vaudeville  audiences 
over  the  country,  an  Orpheum  headliner 
and  former  room-mate  of  Al  Jolson. 
Genevieve  Wiley  and  Mary  Flynn  have 
both  sung  in  Hollywood  Bowl.  Frances 
Brown  is  the  leading  lady,  Mr.  Townsend 
leading  man,  and  James  Gray  the  juve- 
nile lead. 

In  preparing  a  play,  each  part  is  written 
in  Braille,  with  cues,  and  during  the  first 
rehearsals  the  players  read  their  lines. 
Then  movement  is  added,  as  the  char- 
acters walk  through  their  parts,  finding 
their  way  about  through  the  positions  of 
furniture  and  rugs.  Every  effort  was 
made  in  selection  of  players  to  minimize 
the  sense  of  blindness,  and  rehearsal,  with 
the  final  stage  makeup,  still  further  over- 
comes this  audience  hazard.  Still  another 
resource  lay  in  the  choice  of  a  comedy,  to 
make  things  easier  for  the  audience,  and 
eliminate  even  a  suggestion  of  handicap 
in  the  players. 

"Our  directors  deserve  great  credit  for 
our  work,"  Mr.  Townsend  adds,  "for  upon 
them  rested  the  responsibility  of  making 
us  appear  as  normal  men  and  women  in 
every  action.  Helen  Henry  was  our  su- 
pervising director,  and  goes  on  the  road 
with  us.  We  also  had  the  benefit  of  the 
experience  of  Tom  Henry,  of  the  Pasa- 
dena Community  Playhouse,  and  were 
coached  by  some  of  the  qualified  dramatic 
teachers  furnished  by  the  United  States 
Government  under  the  Emergency  Relief 
Administration.  So,  you  see,  we  had  ex- 
cellent preparation. 

"We  were  being  considered,  last  year, 
for  a  series  of  motion  picture  'shorts,'  and 
I  was  considered  for  the  feature  part  in 
'Blind  Rafferty,'  but  the  motion  picture 
director  who  had  us  in  view  was  unable 
to  carry  out  his  plans,  by  reason  of  a 
change  in  studio  organization. 

"If  our  efforts  in  the  present  enterprise 


meet  with  success,  we  have  further  plans. 
I  contemplate  establishing  a  'little 
theatre'  in  Pasadena,  or  wherever  else  it 
can  be  done  to  advantage,  to  bring  to- 
gether the  highest  types  of  blind  players. 
I  shall  endeavor  to  bring  into  the  group 
people  with  normal  facial  expressions, 
who  look  entirely  normal,  and  try  to  es- 
tablish a  course  of  training  to  teach  blind 
persons  how  to  control  their  faces,  and 
express  emotions.  People  who  have  never 
seen  do  not  have  as  expressive  faces  as 
those  who  have  learned  by  seeing.  If  the 
movies  are  interested,  we  will  try  to  fur- 
nish blind  players  whose  faces  do  not 
show  their  handicap. 

"This  is  practical  work,  for  it  is  detri- 
mental to  have  any  heavy  sense  of  sym- 
pathy directed  at  us  by  audiences. 

"Also,  I  have  secured  a  one-act  play, 
taking  about  twenty  minutes,  in  which 
the  cast  of  two  men  and  four  women  must 
all  be  singers  as  well  as  actors.  This  we 
intend  to  prepare,  in  rehearsals,  so  that 
it  can  be  offered  in  vaudeville.  The  dra- 
matic idea  is  somewhat  original,  the 
music  is  specially  written,  and  I  believe 
it  can  be  developed  into  an  ideal  vaude- 
ville skit." 

In  Cleveland,  Ohio,  another  group  of 
nine  blind  people,  the  Grasselli  Players, 
lately  produced  "On  the  Hiring  Line,"  at 
a  benefit  performance  to  aid  the  Dunn  bill 
now  in  Congress  to  place  blind  men  and 
women  in  news-stands  in  Federal  build- 
ings. The  cast  included  Martin  Ribar, 
Leonore  Marquis,  I.  P.  Silverman,  Helen 
Schratz,  Harold  Down,  Carrie  Crittenden, 
Lawrence  Heringhaus,  Margaret  Mc- 
Donough  and  John  Knall,  and  was  spec- 
ially coached  by  the  sighted  director  Rob- 
ert Delmege,  who  has  devised  ingenious 
methods  for  prompting  blind  players,  and 
who  undertook  to  prove  to  Cleveland 
theatre-goers  that  blind  people  can  per- 
form plays  as  agreeably  as  sighted  actors. 
One  of  Mr.  Delmege's  devices  is  to  lay 
ropes  under  the  stage  carpet  to  guide  the 
blind  actors. 

In  Chicago,  too,  a  group  of  blind  play- 
ers, the  Braille  Theatre  Guild,  has  pre- 
sented one-act  plays  like  Louis  N.  Park- 
er's "The  Minuet,"  and  Alice  Brown's 
"Joint  Owners  in  Spain,"  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Miss  Jane  Willis,  a  blind  woman. 


American  (in  French  restaurant):  "Waiter, 
bring  me  some  French  fried  potatoes." 

Garcon:  "Sorry,  sir,  but  we  don't  cook 
American  dishes." 
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They   Fought   Worse  Than   Blindness 

The   Handicap  of  Partial   Blindness  Was  Overcome 
By  the   American   Historians,  Prescott  and  Parkman 

By  JOHN  MAPPELBECK 


A  HARVARD  student  mischieviously 
threw  a  piece  of  bread  at  a  fellow 
student.    The  latter  was  blinded  in 
one  eye,  and  all  his  life  had  a  handicap  of 
weak  sight  in  the  other  eye. 


devices    for    enabling    blind    persons    to 
write  longhand  were  probably  crude. 

Prescott  found  the  work  of  writing  a 
severe  strain  upon  his  one  eye,  and  so 
adopted  "a  writing  case  such  as  is  used 


But  it  happened  more  than   100  years      b^  th,e  blil?d'  which  enahl^  me  to  commit 
ago,  and  today  we  have  a  splendid  series      my  thoughts  to  paper  without  the  aid  of 

sight,  serving  me  equally  well  in  the  dark 
as    in    the    lisrht.     The    characters    thus 


of  historical  narratives,  the  work  of  a 
partly-blinded  man,  that  class  so  little 
known  to  people  whose  sympathy  with 
total  blindness  is  quick  and  practical. 
William  H.  Prescott's  "Conquest  of  Mex- 
ico" and  "Conquest  of  Peru"  are  some  of 
the  books  written  under  difficulties  ap- 
proximating actual  blindness. 

Again,  a  Harvard  student,  twenty  years 
old,  suffered  a  breakdown  which  left  his 
eyes  so  weak  that  for  many  years  he 
could  work  only  an  hour  or  two  daily. 
But  this  partly-blinded  scholar  left  an- 
other series  of  historical  narratives  that 


formed  made  a  near  approach  to  hiero- 
glyphics, but  my  secretary  became  expert 
in  the  art  of  deciphering." 

Parkman  sometimes  wrote  with  the  aid 
of  a  frame  with  parallel  wires  for  guiding 
the  pencil  which  enabled  him  to  write 
with  shut  eyes,  and  sometimes  through 
the  help  of  his  sister,  taking  dictation,  or 
with  assistants  paid  out  of  a  small  com- 
petence left  by  his  father. 

But  writing  was  a  small  part  of  their 
difficulties,  for  each  wrote  in  fields  where 


rival  Prescott's  works,  though  they  are  in  vast  amounts  of  manuscript  had  to  be 
an  entirely  different  field — the  story  of  read  and  digested,  much  of  it  in  French  or 
Colonial   America.     Begin   with   the   cap-      Spanish. 

stone  of  Francis  Parkman's  work,  "Mont-  It  was  during  one  of  his  periods  of  total 

calm  and  Wolfe,"  and  then  read  back  blindness  that  Prescott  received  from 
toward  the  early  French  pioneers,  and  Spain  a  mass  of  material  for  his  "History 
you  will  live  in  a  period  that  Parkman  of  Ferdinand  and  Isabella,"  and  in  his 
was  first  to  interpret  as  world  history.  It  disabled  condition,  with  these  treasures 
has  been  called 
"The  epic  of  the 
Anglo-Saxon  gen- 
ius." 

*    ^    ^ 

Both  Prescott 
and  Parkman  wrote 
with  the  aid  of  ap- 
paratus designed 
for  the  blind,  and 
as  Prescott's  writ- 
ing life  was  lived 
between  1826  and 
1859,  and  that  of 
Parkman  between 
18  47  and  189  3, 
there  were  no  dic- 
taphones or  ac- 
complished steno- 

• ,  ,  .  "Storming  the  Heights  of  Abraham,"  from  Parkman  (above),  and  "The 

writers   to   assist  Attack  Upon  Montezuma's  Stronghold,"  from  Prescott  (below). 

them,    and    even    the  —Courtesy   Ginn  &  Company. 


March-May,  1934 


LIGHT 


lying  around  him,  he  was  "like  one  pining 
from  hunger  in  the  midst  of  abundance." 
By  practice,  he  was  able  to  understand 
different  foreign  languages  when  read  to 
him  by  a  secretary. 

Parkman  was  ill  much  of  his  life,  as 
well  as  threatened  with  total  blindness, 
and  had,  if  anything,  the  more  difficult 
field  in  which  to  gather  his  materials.  He 
made  several  voyages  to  France,  and  em- 
ployed copyists  to  transcribe  and  translate 
important  documents,  and  read,  or  had 
read  to  him,  innumerable  books,  journals, 
letters  and  manuscripts.  During  the  hour 
or  two  daily  that  he  could  work,  he 
listened  to  this  reading  and  made  notes 
on  his  parallel-wire  apparatus. 


While  the  number  of  totally  blind  per- 
sons is  approximately  known  through  the 
Census,  and  various  estimates,  no  figures 
are  available  for  the  partly-blind.  These 
range  from  those  who  are  just  able  to  dis- 
tinguish light  from  darkness,  down  to 
persons  with  defective  vision  or  color 
blindness. 

The  partly-blind  person  is  often  more 
pitiable  than  one  whose  vision  has  com- 
pletely disappeared,  and  this  phase  of 
blindness  is  well  shown  by  the  experi- 
ences of  both  Prescott  and  Parkman. 

For  they  never  knew,  at  any  time  in 
their  lives,  when  the  precious  remainder 
of  sight  left  to  them  would  utterly  vanish. 
So,  for  forty  years  in  the  case  of  Prescott, 
and  fifty  years  in  Parkman's  case,  they 
struggled  on  with  gigantic  intellectual 
tasks,  literally  fighting  for  every  hour  of 
working  time.  For  one  extended  period 
Parkman  could  not  work  at  all,  and  twice 
in  his  life  Prescott  was  unable  to  use  his 
eye  at  all  for  reading  or  writing. 

Prescott  was  born  in  Salem,  Massachu- 
setts, in  1796,  and  trained  in  the  law,  like 
his  father  before  him,  but  on  leaving  col- 
lege traveled  in  England,  France  and 
Italy.  Here  he  decided  to  devote  himself 
to  literature,  abandoning  law  and  form- 
ing splendid  projects  for  writing  books. 
Soon  he  found  his  field  in  the  story  of  the 
Spanish  conquest  of  America,  and  began 
with  his  history  of  Ferdinand  and  Isa- 
bella. This  was  followed  by  the  stories 
of  Cortez  and  Pizarro,  and  when  he  died, 
in  1859,  he  left,  three  volumes  of  an  un- 
completed history  of  Phillip  II  of  Spain. 

Parkman's  life  work  was  planned  while 
he  was  still  a  boy,  and  a  year  before  he 


died,  he  completed  the  last  volume  in  the 
great  series  which  begins  with  "Pioneers 
of  France  in  the  New  World,"  and  con- 
cludes with  "The  Conspiracy  of  Pontiac." 
Incidentally,  he  wrote  a  youthful  account 
of  "The  Oregon  Trail,"  and  a  "Book  of 
Roses,"  in  which  he  recorded  his  knowl- 
edge of  flower-growing.  He  was  born  in 
Boston  in  1823,  and  died  in  1893. 

The  whole  series  of  Parkman's  his- 
torical narratives  is  the  story  of  America 
before  the  forests  were  cut  away,  when 
French  and  English  were  battling  for  the 
possession  of  North  America,  and  the 
conflict  was  complicated  by  such  issues 
as  Catholic  against  Protestant,  Latin 
against  Anglo-Saxon,  Fuedalism  against 
Democracy,  and  Stone  Age  Savagery 
against  Civilization.  The  pages  of  Park- 
man  are  crowded  with  figures  like  La 
Salle,  Frontenac,  Champlain,  Wolfe, 
Montcalm,  Marquette  and  the  young 
Washington,  and  for  human  interest  and 
calm  historic  judgment  and  perspective, 
he  is  ranked  by  critics  first  among  Amer- 
ican historians. 

Both  Prescott  and  Parkman  were  men 
of  exceptional  ability,  and  had  fine  educa- 
tions ;  advantages  before  their  handicap 
was  realized  and  faced. 

Their  life  stories  should  be  a  constant 
reminder  that  the  partial  blind  need  help, 
and  deserve  sympathetic  support,  in  their 
struggle  to  be  independent,  useful  mem- 
bers of  society. 


Blind  Chess  Players 

The  two  blind  men  playing  chess,  on  our 
cover,  are  keeping  track  of  their  men  on  the 
board  by  an  improved  game  scorer,  made  out 
of  clocks,  and  sold  by  the  National  Institute  for 
the  Blind,  London,  England.  By  means  of 
raised  dots,  and  hands  with  special  raised  mark- 
ings, each  player  keeps  informed,  and  is  able  to 
play  with  a  sighted  opponent.  The  device  can 
be  used  for  bridge  as  well  as  chess,  and  adapted 
to  other  games. 

The  chess  expert,  Edward  Lasker,  plays 
"blind,"  though  sighted,  being  told  about  moves 
as  they  are  made,  and  carrying  all  the  moves  in 
his   mind,  and  directing  the  plays. 

The  late  Joseph  Pulitzer,  publisher  of  the 
New  York  "World,"  could  play  several  chess 
games  at  once  after  losing  his  sight,  says 
Arthur  Brisbane.  Once,  crossing  the  ocean,  he 
walked  up  and  down  talking  to  another  chess 
expert,  and  as  he  passed  directed  his  moves  in  a 
match  with  a  fairly  good  player,  to  whom  as  a 
handicap  Mr.  Pulitzer  had  given  his  queen,  be- 
fore the  game  began.  As  he  passed  he  would 
say  to  his  secretary,  Mr.  Butes,  afterward  Lord 
Northcliff's  secretary,  "has  he  moved,  Mr. 
Butes?"  Then  direct  his  own  next  move,  and  a 
little  later  say  "checkmate  in  two  moves"  and 
so  it  always  turned  out. 
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Uncle   Sam,   Librarian   to   the   Blind 

How  Our  Government  Selects,  Publishes  and 
Circulates  Books   in   Both   Braille  and  Moon 


THE  blind  of  this  country  have  a  good 
friend  at  Washington,  in  "Uncle 
Sam,"  who  is  represented  by  Dr.  H. 
H.  B.  Meyer,  who  is  Director  at  the  Li- 
brary of  Congress  of  "Project,  Books  for 
the  Blind."  It  is  under  Dr.  Meyer's  guid- 
ance that  the  annual  Government  appro- 
priation of  $100,000  is  spent  for  books  in 
Braille  and  Moon  type,  and  through  his 
long  experience  as  a  librarian  that  the 
blind  readers  of  this  country,  from  Water- 
town,  Massachusetts,  to  Honolulu,  re- 
ceive books  that  educate  and  train  as  well 
as  entertain. 

So  that  sighted  people  may  get  an  idea 
of  the  raised  letter  reading  published  for 
the  blind  by  our  Government,  we  give  the 
list  of  Braille  titles  only  for  1932-33.  In 
addition,  Moon  books  are  published,  and 
the  blind  are  served  through  twenty-two 
large  libraries,  receiving  the  books  they 
ask  for  through  the  mails,  postage  free 
both  ways.  These  libraries  are  at  Albany, 
Atlanta,  Austin,  Chicago,  Cincinnati, 
Cleveland,  Denver,  Detroit,  Honolulu, 
New  Orleans,  New  York,  Omaha,  Phila- 
delphia, Pittsburgh,  Sacramento,  Sagi- 
naw, St.  Louis,  Salt  Lake  City,  Seattle, 
Washington  and  Watertown. 

The  titles  are  selected  by  librarians  and 
others  interested  in  choosing  books  that 
the  blind  want  to  read  or  study,  and  are 
printed  by  presses  like  the  printing  de- 
partment at  the  Braille  Institute  of  Amer- 
ica, on  bids.  The  Braille  Institute  of 
America  has  lately  become  equipped  to 
emboss  books  in  the  Moon  type  which 
have  until  now  always  been  printed  in 
England,  and  is  the  only  press  in  this 
country  so  equipped. 

Dr.  Meyer  has  spent  nearly  thirty-five 
years  in  libarary  work,  starting  at  the 
Pratt  Institute  Library  School,  after 
graduation  from  Columbia,  in  New  York, 
where  he  was  born,  and  after  a  career  in 
engineering.  He  joined  the  Library  of 
Congress  in  1905,  as  Chief  of  the  Peri- 
odical Division ;  then  became  Chief  of  the 
Order  Division  ;  then  Chief  Bibliographer; 
and  in   1921,  Director  of  the  Legislative 


Reference  Service.  He  has  compiled  many 
bibliographies  on  social,  economic  and 
political  questions,  and  has  a  personal  li- 
brary of  more  than  10,000  volumes  rela- 
ting to  fine  printing  in  America,  and  also 
first  editions  of  American  and  English 
authors. 


Snapshot  of  Dr.  Meyer  (left)  taken  in 
Washington,  with  J.  Robert  Atkinson. 


So,  with  the  co-operation  of  librarians 
who  are  in  constant  contact  with  blind 
readers  over  the  whole  nation,  Uncle 
Sam's  service  of  Braille  and  Moon  liter- 
ature is  in  expert  hands,  and  the  titles 
published  come  as  near  as  is  humanly 
possible  to  satisfying  the  needs  of  this 
public,  which  is  small  in  numbers  com- 
pared with  the  vast  sighted  reading  pub- 
lic, and  yet  just  as  exacting  and  critical. 
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Braille  Books  Published  by  the 
Library  of  Congress  1932-33 

Philosophy  and  Psychology 

Dimnet What  We  Live  By,  2v. 

Lodge Phantom  Walls,   3v. 

Riggs Just  Nerves,  lv. 

Religion  and  Ethics 

Fosdick As  I  see  Religion,  lv. 

Grenfell What  the  Church  Means  to  Me,  lv. 

Osier A  Way  of  Life,  lv. 

Riggs Intelligent  Living,   2 v. 

Hebrews 
Sachar A  History  of  the  Jews,  6v. 

Description  and  Travel 

Byrd Little  America,   4v. 

Childers From   Siam  to   Suez,   2v. 

Cohen-Portheim England,  The  Unknown  Isle,  2v. 

Hudson Afoot  in  England,   2v. 

Parkman The   Oregon  Trail,   3v. 

Robinson Ten  Thousand  Leagues  Over  the  Sea,  3 v. 

Wain The  House  of  Exile,  3v. 

Biography 

Beesly Sir  John  Franklin,  2v. 

Bowers Beveridge  and   the   Progressive   Era,   8v. 

Buchan Sir   Walter  Scott,   3 v. 

Eaton The  Flame,  Saint  Catherine  of  Siena,  2v. 

Hosmer Samuel  Adams,  3v. 

Hubbard Little  Journeys  to  the  Homes  of 

American  Authors,  lv. 

James,  editor The  Letters  of  William  James,   7v. 

Josephson Jean  Jacques  Rousseau,   6v. 

Keller The   Story  of  My   Life,  4v. 

Lodge Alexander   Hamilton,   2v. 

Lodge George  Washington,   5 v. 

Looker The  White  House   Gang,   2v. 

Marie Education  of  a   Princess,   9v. 

Marie A  Princess  in  Exile,  2v. 

Maurois Voltaire,   lv. 

Morgan Our  Presidents,   3v. 

Morse Benjamin   Franklin,    3v. 

Morse John  Adams,  2v. 

Morse Thomas   Jefferson,    3v. 

Nevins Grover  Cleveland,  8v. 

Plutarchus Plutarch's  Lives,  Langhorne  trans- 
lation, 8v. 

Repplier Mere  Marie  of  the  Ursulines,  2v. 

Rinehart My  Story,  _4v. 

Steffens The  Autobiography  of  Lincoln 

Stefifens,  lOv. 

Tarbell Owen  D.  Young,  2v. 

Tyler Patrick  Henry,  3v. 

History 

Adams March   of   Democracy,   vol.    I,    1932,    4v. 

Adams March  of  Democracy,   vol.   II,   1933,  4v. 

Andrews George   Washington's    Country,    7v. 

Breasted Ancient  Times,   7v. 

Breasted  and  History  of  Europe,  Ancient  and 

Robinson Medieval,   7v. 

Hogue Back  Yonder,  2v. 

Latourette The  Development  of  China,  2v. 

Muzzey The  United  States  of  America,  14v. 

Parkman Pioneers  of  France  in  the  New  World,  4v. 

Parkman La  Salle  and  the  Discovery   of  the 

Great  West,  4v. 

Parkman Count  Frontenac  and  New  France,   5v. 

Parkman The  Old  Regime  in  Canada,  4v. 

Parkman \  Half-Century  of  Conflict,  6v. 

Phillips Life  and  Labor  in  the  Old  South,  3v. 

Sullivan Our  Times,  vol.  IV,  The  War  Begins,  4v. 

Economics,  Sociology,  and  Political  Science 

Beck Our  Wonderland  of  Bureaucracy,  3v. 

Chase A  New  Deal,  2v. 

French From  Homer  to  Helen  Keller,  3v. 

Lippmann Interpretations,   1931-32,   3v. 

Lippmann The  United   States  in  World  Affairs, 

1932,  3v. 

Roosevelt Looking    Eorward,    2v. 

Simonds Can  America  Stay  at  Home?  3 v. 

Young A  Fortune  to  Share,  lv. 

Law 

Lunt The  Road  to  the  Law,  2v. 

Marshall The  Layman's  Legal  Guide  to  Essential 

Laws,  Sv. 

Music 

Cox Notes  on  Piano  Tuning,  lv. 

Damrosch My  Musical  Life,  3v. 

Moore Listening  to  Music,  3v. 


Fine  Arts 

Cellini The  Autobiography   of   Benvenuto 

Cellini,  4v. 
Tallmadge The  Story  of  Architecture  in  America,  3v. 

Language 
Clendening 

and  Lower Mastering   English,   2v. 

Williams A  Handbook  on  Story  Writing,  4v. 

Braille  Classified  List,   lv. 

Key  to  Standard  English  Braille,   lv. 

Reference   Contraction   Book,   lv. 

Literature  and  Poetry 

Broadus The   Story   of   English   Literature,    7v. 

Day God  and  My   Father,   lv. 

Garland .„ A  Daughter  of  the  Middle  Border,  3v. 

Lanier Poems,  2v. 

Macy,  editor American  Writers  on  American 

Literature,   7v. 
Monroe  and  Hen- 
derson, editors.. ..The  New  Poetry,  8v. 

O'Neill The  Emperor  Jones,   lv. 

Pattee A   History   of  American  Literature 

Since  1870,   6v. 
Pattee The  New   American  Literature, 

1890-1930,  6v. 

Priestley I  for  One,  2v. 

Repplier Times  and  Tendencies,  2v. 

Ruskin Essays  and  Letters    (selections),  8v. 

Tanner,  editor Modern  Familiar   Essays,   4v. 

Untermeyer,  editor  Modern  British  Poetry,  6v. 
Van  Doren,  editor.  American   Poets,   7v. 

Science 

Clarke Marvels  of  Modern   Chemistry,   5v. 

De  Kruif Hunger  Fighters,  4v. 

Shapley Flights  from  Chaos,  2v. 

Agriculture 
Hurd Practical   Poultry   Farming,   4v. 

Technology 

Hylander Cruisers  of  the  Air,  2v. 

Fiction 

Bailey The  Blue  Window,  3v. 

Bridge Peking  Picnic.   3v. 

Buck East  Wind:  West  Wind,  2v. 

Buck Sons,  4v. 

Carroll As   the  Earth   Turns,    3v. 

Catherwood The  Romance  of  Dollard,  lv. 

Chambers Cardigan,  3v. 

Churchill The    Crisis.   9 v. 

Conrad Youth,   and  Two   Other   Stories,  3v. 

Crane The  Red  Badge  of  Courage,  lv. 

Deland Captain  Archer's  Daughter,   2v. 

Delafield The  Provincial  Lady  in  London,  2v. 

De  Morgan Alice-For-Short,  7v. 

Eliot Adam   Bede,  9v. 

Fairbank The  Bright  Land,  4v. 

Fisher Basque   People,   2v. 

Fisher The  Brimming  Cup,  8v. 

Fleuron Flax:    Police  Dog,   2v. 

Galsworthy Flowering  Wilderness,  2v. 

Golding Magnolia   Street,   5v. 

Grayson The  Friendly  Road,  3v. 

Grey The  Drift  Fence,  3v. 

Grey The  Light  of  Western  Stars,   3v. 

Hare Enchanted  Winter,   3v. 

Hey  ward Mamba's  Daughters,  6v. 

Hey  ward Peter  Ashley,  2v. 

Kennedy A  Long  Time  Ago,  2v. 

Lehmann Invitation  to  the  Waltz,  2v. 

Lewis <\rrowsmith,   4v. 

Lincoln Head  Tide,   3v. 

McFee The   Harbourmaster,    4v. 

Miller Come   Out   of  the   Kitchen,   2v. 

Mitchell The  Adventures  of  Francois,   2v. 

Morrow Beyond  the  Blue  Sierra,  2v. 

Nordhoff 

and  Hall Mutiny  on  the  Bounty,  4v. 

N orris Little  Ships,  4v. 

Priestley Faraway,  4v. 

Sabatini The  Black  Swan,  2v. 

Saint  Exupery Night   Flight,   lv. 

Stern The   Matriarch,    3v. 

Sterne No  Surrender,  lv. 

Stone The  Bitter  Tea  of  General  Yen,  2v. 

Swinnerton The  Georgian  House,  3v. 

Tarkington Wanton  Mally,  lv. 

Thompson Alice  of  Old  Vincennes,  3v. 

Tomlinson Gallions  Reach,  2v. 

Wallace Ben-Hur:  A  Tale  of  the  Christ,  7v. 

Whipple Greenbanks,   3v. 

Wright When  a  Man's  a  Man,  2v. 
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Every   Cent  Will   Go   for   Service 

The  Braille   Institute's   1934  Budget  Devotes 
All  Contributions  to  Actual  Work  for  the  Blind 


P 


URSUANT  to  call,  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  Braille  Institute  of  Amer- 
ica, Inc.,  was  held  at  the  Institute's 
offices  March  6,  1934,  to  elect  Trustees  for 
the  ensuing  year,  and  to  review  the  vari- 
ous activities  maintained  exclusively  for 
the  social,  industrial  and  literary  advance- 
ment of  the  blind. 

The  following  Board  of  Trustees  was 
elected : 

Robert  A.  Odell,  J.  Robert  Atkinson, 
W.  H.  Kindig,  Arthur  L.  Sonderegger,  P. 
A.  Be-Hannesey,  Frank  C.  Collier,  Edwin 
L.  Gardner,  Franklin  Lowney  and  R.  W. 
Whomes. 

The  Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc., 
is  now  passing  its  first  five-year  milepost 
along-  the  highway  of  welfare  service  to 
the  blind.  But,  when  remembering  that 
the  Institute  was  organized  and  chartered 
for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  the  assets, 
and  extending  the  activities,  of  the  Uni- 
versal Braille  Press,  an  unincorporated, 
philanthropic  enterprise  which  was 
founded  in  1919,  the  institution  has  an 
historical  backgTound  of  fifteen  years  of 
progressive,  constructive  service. 

To  record  all  of  these  activities,  and  the 
benefits  enjoyed  by  the  blind  of  the  world, 
as  a  result  of  this  service,  would  be  im- 
possible in  a  report  of  this  character.  But 
let  us,  in  passing,  list  a  few  of  the  out- 
standing contributions  of  the  institution 
and  its  affiliated  activities  : 

Improvement  and  refinement  of  print- 
ing equipment,  which  prompted  the  fol- 
lowing significant  remark  by  a  prominent 
librarian  in  the  East:  "The  institution 
that  has  taken  the  blindness  out  of  books 
for  the  blind." 

Development  of  printing  on  both  sides 
of  the  paper,  technically  called,  "inter- 
pointing,"  by  which  both  volume  and  pro- 
duction cost  have  been  reduced  from 
thirty  to  forty  percent  over  the  old 
method  of  printing  on  one  side  of  the  pa- 
per, only;  thus  earning  the  distinction  of 
being  the  pioneer  publishers  in  America 
of  Braille  books  printed  on  both  sides  of 
the  paper. 

Publishers  of  the  first  secular  monthly. 


magazine  in  Braille  whose  postal  entry 
permits  advertising,  and  the  first  Braille 
magazine  ever  published  wherein  the 
blind  may  voice  their  convictions. 

Establishment  of  the  first  bureau  of 
social  welfare  and  better  business  for  the 
blind. 

Initiation  of  a  plan  for  a  Federal  appro- 
priation of  $100,000  a  year,  to  supply  lit- 
erature to  the  adult  blind  of  the  nation. 
As  originators  of  this  plan,  though  the 
bill  which  finally  became  law  was  not  the 
actual  bill  introduced  by  the  Braille  Insti- 
tute, it  may  take  the  credit  for  the  legis- 
lation which  is  the  equivalent  of  an  en- 
dowment of  two  million  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars  invested  in  bonds  and 
securities,  paying  four  percent  interest. 

Development  of  equipment  to  print 
books  and  magazines  in  the  Moon  type, 
thereby  becoming  pioneers  in  that  in- 
dustry in  America. 

Creation  of  a  home  teaching  depart- 
ment to  give  instruction  in  reading  and 
writing  Braille,  and  in  the  mastery  of 
Moon  reading,  ordinary  typewriting,  dic- 
taphone operating,  etc. 

Creation  and  establishment  of  a  free 
lending  library  of  literature  for  the  blind, 
printed  in  Braille  and  Moon  types. 

Initiation  of  a  revolutionary  plan  for 
the  development  of  long-playing  phono- 
graph records  in  the  sound  reproduction 
of  literature,  called  "talking  books." 

Launching  of  "New  Moon,"  a  monthly 
magazine  printed  in  the  Moon  type,  dedi- 
cated to  the  Moon  readers  of  America. 

Undoubtedly  this  step  forward  in  Moon 
journalism,  embracing  the  development 
of  the  printing  equipment  and  the  subse- 
quent launching  of  a  magazine  in  the 
Moon  type,  is  the  outstanding  contribu- 
tion to  the  literary  advancement  of  the 
blind,  not  only  for  this  year,  but  also  in 
the  history  of  printing  for  the  blind  since 
its  inception  in  America  100  years  ago. 
There  are  thousands  and  thousands  of  the 
blind  in  this  country  who,  because  of  ad- 
vanced years  and  infirmities,  other  than 
blindness,  find  the  Braille  system  difficult. 

Initiation  of  plans  for  the  publication 
of  an  abridged  dictionary  in  Braille,  now 
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being  developed  cooperatively  with  the 
American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind, 
Louisville,  Kentucky. 

Launching  of  a  magazine  called 
"Light,"  published  in  inkprint,  featuring 
personality  sketches  of  the  successful 
blind,  and  including  a  business  directory 
listing  the  business  and  professional  blind 
of  the  United  States. 

Nearly  10,000  copies  of  the  Institute's 
Braille  monthlies,  "The  Braille  Mirror" 
and  "March  of  Events,"  were  circulated 
during  1933,  while  214  copies  of  Braille 
books,  covering  works  on  journalism, 
salesmanship,  insurance  underwriting,  fic- 
tion, history  and  other  subjects,  were  cir- 
culated to  the  blind,  or  to  libraries  main- 
taining lending  departments  for  the  blind. 

The  Institute  Trustees  announce  a  bud- 
get for  1934  amounting  to  $56,930,  re- 
flecting the  activities  and  service  to  the 
blind  which  the  Braille  Institute  should 
sponsor  during  the  year. 

Less  than  15  percent  of  the  1934  budget 
is  allotted  for  administration.  This  expense 
is  already  underwritten  through  substan- 
tial contributions  given  for  the  purpose. 
Therefore,  every  dollar  contributed  to  the 
Institute  during  1934  -will  be  actually 
spent  in  service  to  the  blind  of  some  kind, 
whether  or  not  the  budget  is  fully  bal- 
anced. This  should,  and  does,  place  the 
institution  in  a  very  advantageous  posi- 
tion in  appealing  to  the  public  for  funds. 
Seldom  does  the  public  have  the  oppor- 
tunity of  contributing  money  to  a  welfare 
organization  with  the  assurance  that 
every  cent  of  its  contributions  will  bene- 
fit those  for  whom  they  are  intended. 

Every  cent  in  the  budget  can  be  spent 
constructively  to  the  betterment  of  the 
blind.  For  this  and  other  reasons  the 
Trustees  believe  the  budget  is  econom- 
ically sound,  and  that  through  a  sympa- 
thetic, intelligent  appeal  for  contributions 
and  through  the  sale  of  memberships,  it 
can  be  balanced. 

While  expressing  gratitude  for  an  ap- 
preciable increase  in  memberships  during 
the  year,  the  Trustees  urged  all  members 
to  redouble  their  efforts  in  the  endeavor 
to  interest  new  friends  in  the  work. 


Our  Own  Who's  Who 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  members  of 
Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc.,  held 
March  6,  1934,  P.  A.  Be-Hannesey  and 
Franklin  Lowney  were  elected  to  the 
Board  of  Trustees. 

P.  A.  Be-Hannesey  was  born  in  Syria 


P.  A.  Be-Hannesey 


on  March  14,  1879.  In  1889  he  came  to 
America  and  lo- 
cated in  Chicago. 
For  a  number  of 
years  he  was  a  lec- 
turer on  Chautau- 
qua and  lyceum  cir- 
cuits. During  this 
time  he  became 
well  known  for  his 
lecture  entitled, 
"The  Two  Seas." 
Since  retiring  from 
the  Chautauqua 
platform  Mr.  Be- 
Hannesey  has  devoted  his  time  to  the  art 
of  interior  decoration.  His  studio  in  Los 
Angeles  is  a  credit  to  the  community. 

The  October  issue  of  "The  Braille  Mir- 
ror" and  the  January  issue  of  "New  Moon," 
both  published  for  the  blind  by  the  Braille 
Institute,  reprinted  Mr.  Be-Hannesey's 
inspirational  talk  "The  Two  Seas,"  in 
Braille  and  Moon  types,  respectively. 
Many  letters  have  been  received  from 
blind  readers  expressing  appreciation  of 
this  story. 

Mr.  Be-Hannesey  is  a  member  of  Holly- 
wood Athletic  Club,  Optimist,  Hollywood 
Lions  and  Masonic  Clubs. 

Franklin  Lowney,  public  relations 
counsel  of  Los  Angeles,  is  widely  known 
for  his  conspicuous 
public  service  as  di- 
recting head  of  the 
NRA  Speakers' 
Bureau  for  South- 
ern California.  He 
has  addressed  hun- 
dreds of  meetings 
throughout  the 
state  in  recent 
months  in  connec- 
tion with  the  self- 
regulation  of  indus- 
try, in  accord  with 
the  nation's  New  Deal  of  social  planning. 
As  chairman  of  the  Anti-Gangster  Com- 
mittee of  the  American  Legion,  Mr.  Low- 
ney has  taken  an  active  part  in  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Los  Angeles  Crime  Com- 
mission, and  is  a  member  of  the  Govern- 
mental Affairs  Committee  of  the  Los  An- 
geles Chamber  of  Commerce. 

He  is  president  of  the  Midtown  Asso- 
ciation of  Los  Angeles  and  a  member  of 
numerous  civic  and  scientific  bodies. 

Certainly  the  cause  of  the  blind  has  en- 
listed two  more  good  friends,  whose  asso- 
ciation with  it  will  speed  the  Braille  In- 
stitute on  its  way  to  greater  success. 


Franklin  Lowney 
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The   Wittiest   Man    in   the   Senate" 

From  His  Well-Filled  Memory,  Blind  Senator 
Gore  Prefers  to  Quote  and  Quip,  Not  Argue 

(Digest  from  an  article  in  "Collier's") 


m 
'>;- 


I  SUPPOSE  every- 
one knows  that  Sen- 
ator Thomas  P.  Gore, 
of  Oklahoma,  is  blind. 
He  is  the  wittiest  man 
in  the  Senate.  The  blind 
are  notoriously  cheer- 
ful, and  if  they  have 
good  minds,  they  are 
likely  to  be  philosophi- 
cal. They  take  a  longer 
view  of  things  than  the 
average  person. 

What  do  you  suppose 
is  Senator  Gore's  great- 
est passion? 

Books  !  He  is  one  of 
the  country's  greatest 
frequenters  of  old  book- 
stalls. He  has  a  large 
collection  of  old  books, 
mostly  historical,  and  is 
constantly  adding  to  it. 
"Yes,"  he  said,  "you 
can  discipline  the  mem- 
ory if  you  have  to. 
Look  at  the  blacksmith's  right  arm.  It  is 
two  inches  bigger  round  than  his  left 
arm  because  he's  always  using  it."  Then 
he  added:  "I  always  say,  'Bet  on  the 
handicapped  horse.'  " 

The  Oklahoma  senator  has  been  a 
handicapped  horse  for  a  long  time.  The 
sight  of  his  right  eye  was  destroyed  when 
he  was  eight  years  old.  And  three  years 
later  his  left  eye  was  destroyed  by  a  blow- 
gun  that  he  had  presented  to  a  playmate. 
That  was  fifty-one  years  ago.  He  was  at 
that  time  a  page  boy  in  the  Mississippi 
Senate,  and  living  in  the  home  of  Senator 
George,  a  famous  member  of  the  United 
States  Senate  from  Mississippi.  Five  or 
six  years  later,  a  book  about  self-made 
Americans  having  been  read  to  him,  he 
conceived  his  ambition  to  be  a  member 
of  the  United  States  Senate. 

When  he  was  twenty-two  he  was  grad- 
uated from  the  law  department  of  Cum- 
berland University  in  Tennessee.  He 
moved  to  Texas  in  1896  and  to  Oklahoma 
in  1901.  He  was  elected  to  the  United 
States  Senate  in  1907  for  a  short  term  and 


again  in  1909  and  in 
1914.  He  was  then  de- 
feated for  renomination 
in  1920  and  returned  to 
the  Senate  on  March  4, 
1931.  If  he  had  not  been 
defeated  in  1920  he 
would  now  be  chair- 
man of  the  most  im- 
portant committee  of 
the  Senate,  the  Finance 
Committee. 

The  gentleman  from 
Oklahoma  is  more  than 
a  wit  with  a  well  filled 
mind  and  an  historical 
sense.  He  has  firm 
opinions.  He  went  out 
of  the  Senate  in  1920 
for  taking  the  unpop- 
ular side  of  an  issue.  He 
voted  against  the  dec- 
laration of  war  in  1917. 
He  voted  against  con- 
scription, until  after,  as 
he  explained,  the  his- 
toric practice  of  calling  for  volunteers 
should  be  tried  and  volunteers  exhausted. 
He  voted  against  the  bill  giving  Mr. 
Hoover  authority  to  fix  the  price  of  farm 
products  and  believes  that  farm  troubles 
today  are  due  to  forcing  the  farmers  to 
sell  at  fixed  prices  while  everybody  else 
was  allowed  to  profiteer.  He  voted  against 
the  government's  taking  over  the  rail- 
roads. For  those  votes  he  was  stamped 
as  anti-war,  or  anti-Wilson,  and  defeated. 
Those  votes  tell  how  his  mind  works. 

There's  one  thing  he  boasts  of:  "I  never 
voted  a  dollar  out  of  the  United  States 
Treasury  into  anybody  else's  pocket.  No, 
I'll  take  that  back.  I  voted  for  a  pension 
to  the  widow  of  the  doctor  who  discov- 
ered that  yellow  fever  was  caused  by  the 
mosquito,  and  died  discovering  it.  That's 
the  only  instance."  You  see  he  is  of  dif- 
ferent stuff  from  the  senators  who  cower 
before  the  veterans'  lobby. 

When  he  speaks  in  the  Senate,  he  al- 
ways has  a  piece  of  paper  in  his  right 
hand,  waves  it  about  as  he  gesticulates, 
appears  to  look  at  it.    He  reels  off  figure 
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after  figure  in  the  millions  or  the  billions 
down  to  the  last  unit.  He  recites  date 
after  date.  You  would  swear  that  he  is 
referring  to  notes.  But  of  course  he  can't 
be. 

"It's  a  mannerism,"  he  says.    "I  ought 
to  stop  it.   I  have  the  bill  I  am  discussing 
in  my  pocket  and  take  it  out  in  my  hand." 
*     *     * 

The  most  oddly  assorted  pair  from  any 
one  state  in  the  Senate  are  the  two  from 
Oklahoma,  Thomas  P.  Gore  and  Elmer 
Thomas.  While  Mr.  Gore  is  blithely  re- 
marking, "If  we  must  inflate  the  currency, 
why  don't  we  license  all  the  counter- 
feiters? That  would  get  the  money  into 
the  hands  of  the  people,"  his  colleague, 
Mr.  Thomas,  is  shouting  triumphantly 
that  his  inflation  bill  "will  take  $200,000,- 
000,000  from  the  hands  of  those  who  have 
it,  including  the  bank  depositors,  and  give 
is  to  the  debtors,"  which — even  on  his 
showing — wouldn't  get  the  money  into 
the  hands  of  the  people. 

The  two  senators  not  only  differ  about 
inflation  or  non-inflation  but  they  differ 
in  the  temper  they  show  when  they  talk 
about  money.  Mr.  Gore  is  good-humored 
and  witty  when  he  talks  about  money.  He 
is  sure  he  is  right  and  does  not  seem  to 
care  whether  he  makes  any  converts  or 
not. 

Mr.  Thomas  is  always  angry,  angry  as 
the  prophet  Jeremiah,  or  whoever  was  the 
worst-tempered  of  the  Old  Testament 
prophets.  He  is  full  of  threats,  like  his 
threat  to  take  all  the  bank  deposits  away 
from  the  depositors  and  give  them  to 
someone  else. 

I  should  say,  looking  at  him,  that  Mr. 
Thomas  was  just  old  enough  to  take  his 
first  active  interest  in  politics  in  1896, 
when  Bryan  was  roaring  about  the  land 
in  favor  of  inflation  and  when  "Coin" 
Harvey  had  written  the  last  word  on 
money.  Mr.  Thomas  got  his  ideas  on  cur- 
rency them. 

Mr.  Gore  remarks  ■ —  but  not  apropos  of 
his  colleague,  for  that  wouldn't  be  ac- 
cording to  Hoyle — but  generally,  "The 
worst  monomania  is  the  money  mania. 
Never  argue  with  anyone  about  money. 
If  he  wants  to  talk  about  it  he  already 
knows  all  about  it.  He  wouldn't  want  to 
talk  about  it  if  he  didn't." 


Mr.  Gore  won't  argue  with  anyone 
about  money.  He  will  emit  a  witticism 
about  it.  He  will  brilliantly  review  for 
the  Senate  the  history  of  this  nation's  and 
other  nations'  experiences  with  inflation, 
beginning  with  England  in  the  seven- 
teenth century  and  quoting  freely  from 
the  famous  historians,  telling  how  Macau- 
lay  in  chapter  twenty-one  remarks  that 
the  only  mistake  made  by  the  English 
statesmen  who  proposed  to  substitute  a 
nine-pence  shilling  for  a  twelve-pence 
shilling  was  in  thinking  that  by  making  a 
yardstick  twenty-seven  inches  instead  of 
thirty-six  inches  long  they  were  going  to 
increase  the  size  of  England. 

I  hope  I  quote  this  correctly.  Mr.  Gore, 
having  no  recourse  but  his  memory, 
quotes  with  astonishing  freedom  and  ac- 
suracy,  while  I,  who  might  look  it  up  in 
Macaulay,  don't  and  let  near  enough  do. 
Then  with  a  witticism  or  two  of  his  own, 
for  he  is  the  wittiest  man  in  the  Senate, 
he  lets  the  money  mania  go  its  way.  For 
being  widely  read  in  history  and  some- 
thing of  a  philosopher  to  boot,  he  knows 
that  men  never  learn  from  experience  and 
that  every  generation,  in  this  country  at 
least,  has  to  try  inflation  or,  short  of  that, 
to  debate  it  fiercely.  We  are  just  having 
another  attack. 


Served  Families  of  Hollywood 
for  Fifteen  Years 

LeRoy  Bagley  Mortuary 

5440  Hollywood  Blvd.,  Hollywood 
Telephone  GLadstone  5181 

The  Public  is  invited  to  visit  the 
Mortuary  any  time  for  informa- 
tion as  to  funeral  methods,  cus- 
toms and  costs. 
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Bookbinder 
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Directory   of  Business 

Maintained  by  the  Bureau  of 

and   Professional    Blind 

Better  Business  for  the  Blind, 

Braille  Institute 

of  America,  Inc. 

Although  the  persons  listed  here   are  without   sight,   they  do   not  wish  to   advertise  that  fact,   nor   solicit 

patronage  because  of  it. 

All  they  ask  is,  that  the  public  give  them  a  chance  to  serve  it  on  a  strictly  business  basis. 

Like  all  other  progressive  business  and  profession 

al  blind,  they  ask  only  for  the  chance  to  earn  a  living, 

and  are  courageously  perservering  to  that  end. 

COSMETOLOGIST 

MUSICIANS 

The  Hamilton  Beauty  Shoppe 

Calvin  Hendricks 

Complete   Cosmetological  Service 

Baritone  for  Radio  and  Concert  Engagements 

12754  S.  Orange  St.,  Glendale,  Calif. 

1737  W.  45th  St.,  Los  Angeles 

Phoebe  A.  Boisvert 

UNiversity  9508 

Expert  Facial  Masseuse 

Creams  and  Lotions 

Genevieve  Wiley 

1040  S.  Bonnie  Brae  St.,  Los  Angeles 

Mezzo  Soprano  for  Concert  Engagements 

Exposition  3404 

52  Marion  St.,  Pasadena,  Calif. 

CHIROPRACTORS 

TErrace  5263 

Dr.  Richard  Murray 

1444  South  Magnolia  Ave.,  Los  Angeles 

Mable  E.  Price 

FItzroy  5643 

Teacher  of  Voice — Open  for  Engagements 

Dr.  Francis  P.  Thompson,  D.C. 

521  Arizona  Ave.,  Santa  Monica,  Calif. 

327  W.  Vernon  Ave.,  Los  Angeles 

Santa  Monica  21322 

CEntury  25168 

OSTEOPATHIC   PHYSICIANS 

Dr.  James  A.  Gray 

Dr.  Homer  J.  Arnold 

3667  McClintock  Ave.,  Los  Angeles 

Detwiler  Building,  Los  Angeles 

REpublic  4443 

TUcker  9547 

INSURANCE 

Earl  C.  Hour 

Dr.  Earl  M.  Dawson 

General  Insurance 

3200  W.  Sixth  St.,  Los  Angeles 

633  N.  Beechwood  Dr.,  Los  Angeles 

DRexel  1141 

GRanite  8953 

Dr.  W.  R.  Groshell 

Kenneth  E.  Marshall 

Fire,  Automobile,  Liability,  Plate  Glass,  Jewelry 

Osteopathic  Physician  and  Surgeon 

and  Fur  Floaters  Insurance 

2621J4  N.  Broadway,  Los  Angeles 

510  W.  6th  St.,  Room  210 

CApitol  3007 

TUcker  6272 

PIANO   TUNER 

Stephen  D.  Medcraft 

William  L.  Currie 

Underwriter  for  Neiv  York  Life  Insurance  Co. 

1147  S.  Westlake  Ave.,  Los  Angeles 

329  S.  Main  St.,  Baldwin  Park,  Calif. 

Baldwin  Park  66088 

Exposition  8105 

Pearson  Insurance  Agency 

PUBLIC    SPEAKING 

General  Insurance 

Thomas  S.  Butler 

400  Electric  Bldg.,  San  Diego,  Calif. 

6410  W.  Orange  St.,  Los  Angeles 

FRanklin2530 

ORegon  8462 

OUTSIDE  OF  CALIFORNIA 

REAL    ESTATE    BROKER 

MUSICIANS 

Omar  Boggs 

G.  J.  Marinuzzi 

1300  Southern  Ave.,  Lexington,  Ky. 

Church  Organist;  Piano  and  Violin   Teacher 

ORDAINED    MINISTERS 

1026— 46th  Rd.,  Long  Island  City,  N.  Y. 

John  H.  Carpenter    (Evangelist) 

Catherine  Cohen 

914  Hickory  St.,  Marshall,  111. 

Teacher  of  Music,  Piano  and  Theory 

R.  E.  Boggs  (Evangelist) 

1368  East  18th  St.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

333  American  Ave.,  Lexington,  Ky. 

ARTS   AND   CRAFTS 

Neil  McIntyre    (Evangelist) 

The  Blind  Art  Shop 

440  East  141st  St.,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Arthur  A.  Frickholm  &  Adolph  Munter 

PIANO    TUNERS 

84-A  Boston  Post  Road,  Larchmont,  N.  Y. 

Roy  P.  Hampton 

30  Years  of  Practical  Experience 
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Brunswick,  Tennessee 
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914  Hickory  St.,  Marshall,  111. 

512  E.  Missouri  Ave.,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

BROOMS   AND   BRUSHES 

George  H.  Burton 

Harry  Chelberg 

Leetonia,  Ohio 

Clear  Lake,  Wisconsin 
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Getting  A  Kick  Out  of  Your  ABC's 

Although  Blind  at  70/'Bill  Smith"  Finds 
There's   a   Big  Thrill   in   the  Alphabet 


T 


"ALK  about  hap- 
piness being 
found  in  the  lit- 
tle things  of  life,  I 
got  a  letter  the  other 
day  from  "Bill 
Smith,"  blind  at  seventy.  "Bill"  has  been 
a  big  shot,  and  enjoyed  about  all  the  un- 
usual and  expensive  things.  Then  all  of  a 
sudden  he  loses  his  money  and  his  sight, 
and  was  on  my  list,  to  get  our  new 
"Moon"  magazine  as  soon  as  some  fellow 
sent  three  dollars  for  "Light." 

Well,  business  got  a  half  point  on  the 
up-and-up,  and  "Bill's"  turn  came,  and  he 
got  a  magazine  that  he  could  learn  to  read 
— this  "Moon"  alphabet  is  a  lot  easier 
than  Braille,  and  a  grand  thing  for  the 
sightless  old  people. 


I'll  let  you  read  his  letter: 

"It's  too  late  for  an  old  bird  like  me  to 
learn  such  new  tricks  as  Braille,"  he 
wrote  back,  "so  when  I  got  the  magazine, 
and  felt  the  old  familiar  ABC's  under  my 
fingers,  and  found  I  could  read  it,  I  got  a 
bigger  thrill  than  I've  had  for  many  a  day. 
Next  to  that,  was  the  thought  of  the  men 
and  women,  before  my  time,  who  had 
made  it  possible  for  me,  in  a  fix  I  never 
thought  to  get  into,  and  the  good  people 
who  go  out  of  their  way  to  help  the  last 
leaf  on  the  tree." 

My  list  of  blind  readers  waiting  for  our 
magazines  is  still  plenty  big,  so  if  you 
can  spare  three  dollars  for  "Light,"  I'll 
send  a  raised  letter  magazine  to  some 
blind  pal.  It  will  sure  be  a  real  New  Deal. 
Your  pal, 


7&,$uU^ittyl4tdH 


Seen  With  Half  an  Eye 


Some  men  smile  in  the  evening, 

Some  men  smile  at  dawn, 

But  the  man  worth  while 

Is  the  man  who  can  smile 

When   his  two  front  teeth  are  gone. 

*  *     * 

Your  average  American  has  a  simple  method 
for  telling  high-class  music  from  trash.  If  the 
musician's  name  looks  like  a  misprint  it's  high- 
class. 

*  *     * 

"Ah,  Watson,"  commented  the  prospective 
Sherlock,  sipping  his  whiskey  and  soda,  "I  see 
you  have  changed  your  underwear." 

"Marvelous,  Holmes — but  how'd  you  know?" 
"Well,  Watson,  you've  forgotten  to  put  your 
trousers  on." 

*  *     * 

An  educated  man  has  been  defined  as  one 
who  keeps  his  seventh  grade  son  from  thinking 
him  a  dumbbell. 

*  *     * 

"You're  very  interested  in  that  stuffed  bird," 
said  the  ornithologist. 

"Yes,"  said  the  aviation  expert.  "I  think  its 
steering  gear  infringes  one  of  my  patents." 

*  *     * 

The  more  you  try  to  explain  civilization,  the 
more  respect  you  have  for  the  ancients  who 
blamed  everything  on  the  planets. 


"What  is  your  daughter  working  for  at  col- 
lege— an  M.A.?" 

"No,  an  M-R-S." 

*  *     * 

"Darling,  will  you  marry  me?" 
"Have  you  seen  Mother?" 
"Yes,  but  I  still  love  you." 

The  good  old  days  were  those  when  a  luxury 
didn't  become  a  necessity  just  because  you 
happened  to  want  it. 

*  *     * 

"Washing  clothes  will  kill  your  wife;  why  not 
let  this  machine  do  it  instead?" 
"That's  an  idea." 

*  *     * 

A  man  convinced  against  his  will 

Is  of  the  same  opinion  still; 

But  a  woman  convinced  against  her  will 

Is  not  convinced  and  is  not  still. 


The  car  to  watch  is  the  car  behind  the  car  in 
front  of  you. 

*      *      * 

A  woman  is  as  old  as  she  looks,  but  a  man 
isn't  old  until  he  stops  looking. 

*  *     * 

"She  was  a  suicide  blonde." 
"What  do  you  mean?" 
"Dyed  by  her  own  hands." 

*  *     * 


I  always  fly 

Into  a  rage 

When  some  dame  chortles: 

"Be  your  age." 
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Now  It's  Dunn  Bill  H.  R.  No.  8520 

So  Get  Behind  This  Wise  Law,  Slightly  Changed, 
Which  Will  Place  20,000  Blind  in  News-Stands 


WORKERS  for  the  blind  who  are 
supporting  the  Dunn  bill,  in  Con- 
gress, permitting  news-stands  to  be 
operated  by  the  blind  in  Federal  build- 
ings, are  asked  to  note  that  this  measure 
has  been  somewhat  modified,  and  a  new 
bill  introduced  by  Congressman  Matthew 
A.  Dunn,  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  new  Dunn  bill  is  H.  R.  No.  8520. 
The  first  Dunn  bill  was  H.  R.  No.  5694, 
and  is  thereby  supplanted. 

On  December  27,  a  conference  of  work- 
ers for  the  blind  met  in  New  York  to  dis- 
cuss the  original  Dunn  bill,  and  if  neces- 
sary, modify  it  in  ways  acceptable  to  all, 
and  giving  full  protection  to  blind  li- 
censees. A  substitute  bill  was  agreed 
upon,  and  March  7  Congressman  Dunn 
introduced  H.  R.  No.  8520,  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Post  Roads,  Hon.  James  Mead, 
chairman.  A  public  hearing  on  this  bill  is 
expected  soon. 

The  new  bill  is  one  on  which  the  ma- 
jority of  representative  agencies  for  the 
blind,  and  the  blind  themselves,  agree  will 
meet  the  need. 

The  Braille  Institute  of  America  urges 
its  friends,  and  all  friends  of  the'  blind,  to 
get  solidly  behind  H.  R.  No.  8520,  and 
support  it  by  writing  their  representatives 
in  both  houses  of  Congress. 

As  previously  reported  in  "Light" 
(October-December  1933),  this  bill 
creates  a  Bureau  of  Welfare  for  the  Blind, 
as  part  of  the  Postoffice  Department,  and 
licenses  blind  persons  to  operate  news- 
stands in  Federal  buildings  over  the  coun- 
try. With  postoffices.  Army  and  Navy 
and  other  buildings,  probably  10,000  de- 
sirable stands  could  be  provided.  It  will 
encourage  similar  action  by  states,  coun- 
ties and  cities,  making  about  10,000  more 
stands  available.  This  will  go  far  toward 
solving  the  most  pressing  economic  prob- 
lem of  the  blind. 

President  Roosevelt  is  declared  in  sym- 
pathy with  the  bill,  as  is  Secretary,  of 
Labor  Frances  Perkins.    Similar  bills  in- 


troduced in  the  past  have  failed  of  passage 
for  technical  reasons,  but  it  is  felt  that 
now  the  legislation  is  right,  and  worthy, 
and  deserving  of  support  by  all  who 
would  befriend  the  blind. 


To  Do  As  Others 

"Whatever  may  be  the  impediments  in  our 
course."  said  William  Artman  and  L.  H.  Hall, 
who  were  blind  book  compilers  of  two  genera- 
tions ago,  "if  we  have  the  assurance  that  others, 
under  the  same  handicap,  have  surmounted  it, 
and  arrived  in  triumph  at  the  goal  to  which  we 
aspire,  the  bugbear  of  impossibility  is  removed, 
and  the  timid  heart,  gathering  courage,  moves 
forward,  cheered  by  the  waymarks  of  predeces- 
sors. This  is  more  especially  true  of  the  blind 
than  any  other  class  of  mankind." 


Blindness  was  often  an  advantage  to  the 
bard  of  old,  for  he  was  the  memorizer  and  re- 
citer of  religious  poetry,  and  some  religions,  as 
the  Druid,  forbade  the  use  of  writing  in  keeping 
the  records.  So  the  blind  bard's  cultivated 
memory  stood  him  in  good  stead. 


Compliments  of 


DR.  T.  J.  RUDDY 

Eye,  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 

907Pellissier  Bldg. 

Wilshire  Blvd.  at  Western  Ave. 

Telephone  FItzroy  1666 


Carpenter   Paper 
Company 

of  California 

SQUARE  BRAND  PRINTING 
PAPERS 

6931   Stanford  Avenue,  Eos  Angeles 
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Monthly  Magazines  for  the  Blind 


THE  BRAILLE  MIRROR 

A  panorama  of  world  affairs  printed  in  Braille 
Subscription  rate  to  institutions:   $3  a  year 


Special  to  the  blind: 


$2  a  year 


MARCH  OF  EVENTS 

A  digest  of  world  news 

Subscription  rate  to  institutions:   $3  a  year 
Special  to  the  blind:     .      .      .      $2  a  year 


NEW  MOON 

A  digest  of  current  events  in  Moon  type 

Subscription  rate  to  institutions:  $5  a  year 
Special  to  the  blind:    .     .     .     $2.50  a  year 


Thousands  of  the  blind  would  like  to  have  these  unparalleled,  high-standard 

magazines.    Comparatively  few  can  afford  to  subscribe  even  at  the  rates  which 

are  below  the  publishing  cost. 

A  subscription  for  LIGHT  at  $3  a  year  pays  also 

for  one  of  these  monthlies  which  will  be  sent  free  to 

a  blind  reader  unable  to  subscribe.    Let  your  light 

shine  in  that  darkness  by  subscribing  now. 
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'HOMER"— HIS  NAME  MEANT  "BLIND  MAN" 

By  JOHN  MAPPELBECK 


THE  most  famous  blind  man  of  all 
times  was  "Homer."  And  by  the 
traditions  that  have  come  down,  he 
lived  a  typical  blind  man's  life. 

Even  in  ancient  Greece,  there  was 
controversy  about  him.  Seven  cities 
claimed  him  as  a  native  son.  And  in 
modern  times,  Samuel  Butler  says  that 
the  "Odyssey"  was  written  by  a  young 
woman,  while  Lawrence,  of  Arabia,  de- 
clares the  "Illiad"  was  not  written  by 
a  soldier. 

Tradition  says  that  Homer  was  an 
illegitimate  child,  and  was  named  Mele- 
signes.  His  mother  was  a  music 
teacher,  and  he  had  a  step-father  who 
discovered  musical  talent  in  the  boy. 
After  his  mother's  death,  he  taught 
music. 

Before  losing  his  eyesight,  Melesignes 
had  started  writing  the  "Illiad,"  and 
traveled  through  Greece  and  Asia 
Minor  to  see  places  he  would  describe 
in  telling  the  story  of  the  Trojan  wars. 
At  the  island  of  Ithaca,  home  of 
"Ulysses,"  he  suffered  from  a  malady 
of  the  eyes,  which  led  to  blindness. 

Soon,  the  poet  was  reduced  to  pover- 
ty, and  went  about  reciting  his  poem, 
always  hoping  to  regain  his  sight,  and 
in  the  city  of  Cuma,  Italy,  he  offered 
to  immortalize  the  city  with  a  poem  in 
its  praise.  He  asked  an  annual  income 
for  his  support  from  the  city  treasury, 
and  the  city  fathers  protested  that  this 
would  encourage  applications  from 
other  "homeroi,"  or  blind  people.  The 
name  "Homer"  stuck  to  the  poet. 


Wandering  from  place  to  place  as  a 
minstrel,  Homer  finally  settled  at  the 
island  of  Chios,  off  the  coast  of  Asia 
Minor,  where  he  is  said  by  tradition  to 
have  opened  a  school  of  poetry,  become 
moderately  successful  in  a  money  way, 
married,  had  two  daughters,  and  com- 
posed his  "Odyssey."  Setting  out  for 
Athens,  reciting  in  the  houses  of  rich 
people  on  the  way,  he  fell  sick  on  the 
island  of  Ios,  died  there,  and  was  buried 
on  the  seashore. 

Bald  fact  compels  the  admission  that 
we  know  very  little  about  Homer,  ex- 
cept that  he  was  evidently  an  Asiatic 
Greek,  and  lived  somewhere  around 
850  B.  C. 

Even  the  ancient  Greeks  themselves 
had  little  knowledge  of  Homer  as  a  per- 
son, although  every  Greek  schoolboy 
knew  the  "Illiad"  and  "Odyssey."  The 
seven  cities  of  Smyrna,  Rhodus,  Colo- 
phon, Salamis,  Chios,  Argo  and  Athens 
claimed  honors  as  his  birthplace,  with 
Smyrna  and  Chios  presenting  the  best 
claims,  and  other  poems  were  attrib- 
uted to  him. 

In  1795,  Professor  Friedrich  August 
Wolf,  a  German  classical  scholar  wrote 
a  book  contending  that  both  the  "Illiad" 
and  the  "Odyssey"  were  collections  of 
short  poems,  each  celebrating  a  single 
exploit  of  some  hero,  and  that  they  had 
simply  been  pieced  together  to  make 
long  narratives.  He  did  not  even  ac- 
cord editorial  honors  to  Homer,  for  he 
maintained  that  the  first  collection  had 
been     made     by     one     Pisistratus,     an 
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been    privileged   to    see   more    than   is 
allotted  to  the  average  individual. 

"For  those  hours  when  I  was  not  at 
the  observatory,  it  was  necessary  to  de- 
velop new  forms  of  interest.  I  had  been 
very  proud  of  my  rose  garden,  and  it 
was  a  real  deprivation  to  give  it  up.  It 
was  natural  with  my  impairment  of 
vision  to  devote  myself  more  than  ever 
to  the  general  study  of  Nature.  I  wrote 
for  local  newspapers  or  other  publica- 
tions on  various  topics,  such  as  the  sev- 
enteen-year locusts  who  had  visited  us. 
I  took  a  good  deal  of  interest  in  the 
lotus,  and  gave  some  thought  to  start- 
ing them  in  our  neighboring  lakes. 

"It  is  surprising  how  many  interests 
may  be  developed  along  a  short  and  per- 
fectly familiar  pathway.  It  is  perfectly 
evident  that,  with  the  loss  of  sight,  the 
other  senses,  particularly  those  of  hear- 
ing and  smell,  may  be  enhanced  by  de- 
liberate intention.  The  character  of  this 
walk  changes  greatly  in  the  different 
seasons.  In  lilac  time  it  is  fragrant 
with  the  tall  bushes.  I  am  greeted  by 
the  call  of  the  chicadee.  When  I  repeat 
their  high-pitched  tones  they  usually 
answer,  and  often  come  within  a  few 
feet  to  inquire  who  is  using  their  call 
without  the  permission  of  the  copy- 
right owner. 

"Since  the  loss  of  my  sight,  Mrs. 
Frost  sits  beside  me  during  my  lectures, 
to  watch  the  progress  of  the  slides.  I 
should  hate  to  have  the  operator  get 
ahead  of  me,  and  perhaps  have  Halley's 
own  picture  on  the  screen,  while  I 
might  be  saying,  'This  is  an  object 
with  a  tail  so  many  miles  long.' 

"One  of  the  difficulties  which  a  blind 
person  encounters  is  to  locate  the  spe- 
cial items  of  food.  So  we  adopt  the 
clock  system  for  my  dinner  plate, 
where  I  am  told,  'Your  meat  is  at  12:00 


o'clock,  your  beans  at  6 :00  o'clock,' 
and  so  forth. 

"During  the  years  since  I  lost  my 
sight,  and  when  the  newspapers  were 
too  frequently  commenting  upon  it,  I 
had  many  suggestions,  all  kindly 
meant,  for  the  restoration  of  my  vision. 
The  only  one  which  I  remember,  how- 
ever, was  this  advice :  'Beat  the  white 
of  an  egg  and  use  it  in  your  eyes  twice 
a  day.   If  two  eyes,  use  two  whites.' 

"One  of  my  greatest  difficulties  is  to 
get  enough  exercise.  It  is  not  always 
possible  to  find  someone  who  is  at  lib- 
erty to  walk  with  me.  In  order  to  give 
me  a  little  independence  in  this  matter, 
Mrs.  Frost  had  a  heavy  wire  strung 
from  tree  to  tree  at  a  convenient  height 
for  me  along  a  path  through  the  woods 
to  the  west  of  our  house.  I  call  this  my 
'trolley  line,'  and  often  take  my  exer- 
cise here.  Twice  I  have  continued 
alone,  but  not  unwatched,  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile,  and  found  my  way 
along  an  irregular  route  to  the  ob- 
servatory. When  I  occasionally  missed 
the  road,  some  familiar  tree  or  shrub 
gave  me  my  location. 

"There  are  many  amusing  incidents 
bound  to  occur  on  the  lecture  platform. 
An  introduction  is  often  made  with  an 
unconscious  humor  and  sometimes 
calls  for  quick  response.  I  was  once  in- 
troduced by  a  widely  known  financier 
and  philanthropist  in  a  neighboring 
city  with  the  remark,  'And  now  Pro- 
fessor Frost  will  tell  you  what  he 
knows  about  astronomy.'  This  could 
not  be  left  unchallenged,  and  so  I  was 
obliged  to  assure  the  audience,  'I  will 
not  detain  you  that  long.'  My  wife  says 
that  she  never  knew  me  to  fail  but  once 
of  an  appropriate  retort,  nor  even  saw 
me  with  so  sour  an  expression  as  when 
I  was  once  introduced  as  'Mr.  Frost, 
the  famous  astrologer.'  I  simply  had  to 
let  that  pass." 


HOW  CAPABLE  ARE  THE  BLIND? 

By  CRAIG  SCOTT 


NOWHERE  do  we  meet  a  more 
erroneous  concept  than  in  the 
attitude  of  the  sighted  toward 
the  capabilities  and  sensitiveness  to  im- 
pression of  the  blind. 

On  the  one  hand  we  find  the  feeling 
that  a  blind  man  or  woman  is  neces- 
sarily dependent  upon  sighted  persons 
at  every  turn.  It  is  thought  that  in 
home  life  and  in  business  those  with- 
out physical  sight  must  constantly  call 
upon  relatives  or  companions  for  help 
in  even  the  simplest  matters. 

On  the  other  hand  the  most  remark- 
able stories  of  the  capabilities  of  this  or 
that  blind  person  are  told.  We  hear  it 
said  that  the  blind  can  distinguish  col- 
or, or  that  it  is  impossible  to  lose  so 
and  so  even  by  the  most  complicated 
turnings  on  the  road.  The  teller  of  such 
incidents  usually  indicates  that  this  un- 
canny perception  is  the  result  of  a  com- 
pensatory sense  or  instinct  developed 
in  the  blind  in  lieu  of  eyesight. 

Needless  to  say  these  two  opposing 
attitudes  are  both  extreme.  They  are, 
as  well,  detrimental  to  the  advance- 
ment and  education  of  the  blind  and  to 
their  ability  to  fit  into  the  scheme  of 
daily  living  and  working  with  their 
sighted  friends.  The  first  is  father  to 
the  popular  conception  of  the  blind 
man  and  his  tin  cup.  The  second  is  less 
harmful  but  diverts  attention  from  the 
fact  that  the  blind  have  much  the  same 
instincts  and  capabilities  as  the  sighted 
except,  of  course,  in  their  lack  of  phys- 
ical perception. 

It  is  true  that  the  blind  hear  and  feel 
impressions  which  go  unnoticed  to 
those  with  sight,  but  this  does  not 
mean  that  the  auditory  and  tactile  sen- 


sibilities of  the  blind  are  superior,  by 
reason  of  blindness,  to  those  of  others. 
Repeated  tests  have  indicated  the  con- 
trary. It  does  mean,  however,  that  the 
blind  by  necessity  make  more  use  of 
the  senses  they  retain  and  that  there 
results  through  use  a  superior  capacity 
for  impression  which  to  some  extent 
serves  to  replace  the  incapacities  of 
blindness. 

Those  with  sight  find  it  unnecessary 
to  make  the  fine  distinctions  in  touch, 
taste,  odor  and  sound  made  by  the 
blind.  For  them  sight  indicates  the 
position  of  their  bodies  with  reference 
to  surrounding  objects,  the  presence  of 
other  persons  nearby,  the  character  of 
food  and  a  thousand  and  one  things 
which  might  be  indicated  by  one  or 
more  other  senses  were  they  deprived 
of  sight.  This  results  in  a  lack  of  train- 
ing of  the  other  senses  which,  if  sight 
is  lost,  immediately  are  called  upon  to 
bear  the  entire  burden  of  receiving  and 
analyzing  impressions. 

Most  of  us  marvel  at  the  sight  of  a 
blind  person  moving  about  the  streets 
of  a  city  or  indoors,  particularly  if  he 
be  on  familiar  ground.  With  apparent- 
ly little  to  indicate  location  and  direc- 
tion, he  makes  his  way  with  more  or  less 
assurance,  guiding  himself  by  some  un- 
seen perception.  We  do  not  consider 
that  the  thickness  of  rugs,  the  slope  of 
sidewalks  and  streets,  the  distinctive 
sounds  of  various  types  of  vehicles  and 
the  echoes  of  sounds  from  walls  and 
other  surfaces  could,  if  needed,  guide 
us  with  the  same  assurance.  There  is 
no  "sixth  sense"  involved.  The  range 
of  the  senses  has  not  widened  for  the 
blind.    It  is  the  use  of  the  senses  to 
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these  ends  that  produces  these  results. 

Tests  show  that  the  sense  of  hearing 
of  the  blind  is  no  better  on  the  average 
than  the  sense  of  hearing  of  the  aver- 
age sighted  person.  This  applies  not 
only  to  acuteness  but  to  the  sense  of 
direction  of  sound.  Nevertheless  it  is 
recorded  that  the  suggestion  was  made 
that  blind  persons  should  be  used  to 
pilot  ships  in  a  fog  and,  during  the  last 
war,  that  they  be  used  on  submarines 
to  utilize  their  supposedly  unusual 
sense  of  the  direction  of  sound  when 
navigating  below  the  surface. 

Certain  of  the  blind  rely  upon  their 
senses  of  taste  and  smell  to  identify 
objects  and  persons.  From  this  is 
evolved  the  supposition  that  these 
senses  in  the  blind  are  superior,  but 
actual  experimental  work  indicates 
that  this  is  not  the  case.  Thus,  in  the 
case  of  a  trial  of  blind  persons  as 
"tasters,"  it  was  shown  after  a  period 
of  eleven  years  that  there  was  no  su- 
periority of  the  blind  over  seeing 
tasters. 

What  effect  have  these  popular  falla- 
cies on  the  social  and  economic  status 
of  the  blind? 

The  prospective  employer  of  a  blind 
person,  influenced  by  the  belief  that 
the  sightless  are  "defectives"  not  only 
in  the  physical  sense  but  in  some  inex- 
plicable mental  way  and  at  the  same 
time  having  vague  notions  of  abnormal 
powers  said  to  be  possessed  by  the 
blind,  would  hesitate  to  take  upon  him- 
self   the    responsibility    of    giving    the 


blind  an  opportunity  in  business  or  in- 
dustry. He  has  little  or  no  definite, 
correct  information  upon  which  to  esti- 
mate the  value  of  a  blind  worker  and 
takes  refuge  in  the  fact  that  there  is  at 
hand  a  workshop  where,  he  under- 
stands, both  sightless  men  and  women 
may  earn  their  living  in  the  few  fields 
in  which  they  are  capable.  A  list  of 
professional,  business  and  industrial 
positions  which  have  been  successfully 
filled  by  the  blind  would  astonish  him. 
To  this  lack  of  understanding  may  be 
laid  a  major  portion  of  the  unsatis- 
factory economic  status  in  which  most 
of  the  blind  find  themselves  today.  It 
indicates  that  any  economic  improve- 
ment of  the  blind  must  be  accompanied 
by  an  education  of  the  sighted  in  the 
real  character  and  capacity  of  the 
blind. 

In  their  daily  contacts,  the  sightless 
many  times  find  themselves  embar- 
rassed and  humiliated  by  the  miscon- 
ceptions of  those  around  them,  which 
results  in  a  tendency  for  the  blind  to 
drift  away  from  the  sighted  and  limit 
their  activities  to  those  with  the  same 
handicap. 

Inestimable  betterment  in  the  condi- 
tion of  the  blind  would  follow  a  gen- 
eral apprehension  of  their  normalcy. 
This  would  lift  them  from  a  special 
classification  requiring  special  treat- 
ment back  to  their  proper  place  in  the 
human  economy  in  which  their  capa- 
bilities could  be  fully  developed. 


Whatever  foibles  and  whatever  virtues  are  found  among  man- 
kind or  exist  in  human  nature,  these  are  shared  in  by  the  blind 
in  not  far  from  equal  measure. 

— Harry  Best 
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NEW  DRIVE  FOR  MEMBERS 


JULES  LOREN  GLOVER 


AS  our  loyal  and  help- 
ful members  know, 
the  Braille  Institute 
has  been  enabled  to  give 
its  service  for  the  welfare 
and  advancement  of  the 
blind  of  the  nation  only 
through  their  liberal  and 
continued  philanthropy, 
for    which    the    Trustees 

and     officers     are     truly  irvin  s.  cobb 

grateful. 

In  the  last  year,  the  demands  upon 
our  resources  gradually  have  become 
greater,  the  calls  upon  our  welfare  de- 
partment have  become  more  frequent, 
there .  has  been  a  decided  awakening 
among  the  blind  to  the  value  and  ser- 
vice of  our  Bureau  of  Social  Welfare, 
Business  Guidance  and  Placement,  and 
an  unprecedented  growth  in  demand 
for  our  magazines  and  books. 

All  this  is  indicative  of  an  ever  in- 
creasing call  for  our  service  to  the 
handicapped  and  as  a  consequence  an 
ever  increasing  budget  to  make  possible 
the  fulfillment  of  our  obligation  of 
service. 

How,  then,  to  solve  this  problem? 
Only  through  increase  in  the  number  of 
contributing  members,  and  contribu- 
tions from  non-members. 

To  accomplish  this  there  has  been 
created  a  Department  of  Public  Rela- 
tions charged  with  the  task  of  acquir- 
ing members.  To  this  end  there  is  be- 
ing formed  a  membership  committee 
to  be  composed  of  leading  men  and 
women,  who  will  be  active  in  extending 
the  organization  and  promoting  its 
effectiveness. 

One  of  the  outstanding  members  of 


this  committee  is  Irvin  S. 
Cobb,  a  product  of  Padu- 
cah,  Kentucky,  but  a  citi- 
zen of  the  world,  an  au- 
thor, playwright,  war  cor- 
respondent, lecturer  and 
acknowledged  to  be  one 
of  the  greatest  humorists 
of  the  world.  To  this 
writer  Mr.  Cobb  said: 

"I  do  less  honor  to  the 
Braille    Institute    in   join- 
ing its  Membership  Committee  than  it 
does  me  to  invite  me. 

"I  know  the  problems  of  the  blind. 
I  realize  poignantly  the  handicap  of 
lost  sight. 

"It  seems  to  me  that  most  of  us 
value  too  lightly  the  blessing  of  sight. 
We  take  it  for  granted,  just  as  we  take 
for  granted  the  air  we  breathe,  as  we 
take  as  a  matter  of  course  the  sunshine, 
the  flowers,  the  green  of  our  fields  and 
the  brown  slopes  of  our  rugged  moun- 
tains. Because  God  gave  them  all  to 
us,  because  they  always  have  been, 
they  always  must  be. 

"But  when  calamity  comes,  when 
there  falls  that  curtain  of  perpetual 
night,  we  have  men  and  women  sud- 
denly rendered  useless  to  the  world  and 
to  themselves,  catapulted  from  useful- 
ness into  helplessness.  These  men  and 
women,  torn  from  their  activities,  must 
be  restored  to  productive  power. 

"Only  through  such  an  organization 
as  the  Braille  Institute,  supported  by 
the  contributions  of  the  philanthropic 
blessed  with  sight,  can  this  be  done. 

"I  am  proud  to  have  been  invited  to 
do  my  part." 
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The  Blind  as  Statesmen 

The  professions,  wherein  the  blind 
may  reap  largely  by  mental  means,  are 
opening  to  them  practical  and  profit- 
able lines  of  employment.  In  almost 
every  commonwealth  may  be  found  a 
few  blind  men  and  women  who  are 
leading  in  their  professions  as  doctors, 
lawyers,  ministers,  musicians,  teachers, 
lecturers,  journalists,  statesmen  and 
the  like. 

In  recent  years  the  electorate  has 
shown  increased  confidence  in  states- 
manship among  the  blind  by  sending 
blind  men  to  state  legislatures  and 
even  to  Congress.  And  why  not?  — 
since  it  is  brain,  and  not  brawn,  that 
qualifies  individuals  for  this  high 
calling. 

Today,  agencies  engaged  in  welfare 
work  for  the  blind  point  with  pride, 
and  rightly  so,  to  the  fact  that  in  this 
Seventy-fourth  Congress  there  are 
three  blind  men,  Senators  Thomas  P. 
Gore  of  Oklahoma  and  Thomas  A. 
Schall  of  Minnesota;  and  Representa- 
tive Matthew  A.  Dunn  of  Pennsylvania. 

At  the  November  election  the  voters 
of  Tennessee  conferred  the  honor  of 
statesmanship  on  two  of  its  blind  citi- 
zens, J.  M.  Warren,  Williamson  Coun- 
ty   and     D.     M.     Coleman,     Hamilton 


County,  by  sending  them  to  the  State 
Legislature. 

In  the  California  Legislature  there 
are  also  two  blind  members,  Senator 
Herbert  Slater  and  Assemblyman 
Ernest  C.  Crowley. 

Mr.  O.  R.  Van  Zandt  is  now  sitting 
in  the  Texas  State  Senate  after  serving 
four  years  in  the  lower  house  of  the 
State  Legislature.  Mr.  Van  Zandt  was 
formerly  mayor  of  Tioga,  Texas. 

But  the  phenomenal  success  of  these 
blind  men,  and  other  successful  blind 
that  might  be  mentioned,  should  not 
cause  society  to  overlook  many  others 
who  might  become  just  as  successful 
if  given  a  chance.  Nor  should  it  cause 
society  to  neglect  thousands  of  others 
who  for  various  reasons  must  always 
be  dependent  upon  philanthropy  for 
the  meagre  comforts  of  life, — because 
they  lost  their  sight  when  well  ad- 
vanced in  years,  at  the  time  in  life  when 
most  people  are  thinking  of  retirement. 

♦ 
Women's  Auxiliary  Formed 

Having  for  its  goal  a  membership  of 
ten  thousand  women  to  further  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  physically  blind  by 
assisting  with  the  activities  of  the 
Braille  Institute,  a  group  of  influential 
clubwomen,  members  of  the  Institute 
and  active  in  civic  affairs,  met  at  its 
headquarters,  741  North  Vermont  Ave- 
nue, recently  for  the  purpose  of  organ- 
izing a  unit  to  be  known  as  Women's 
Auxiliary  to  Braille  Institute  of  Amer- 
ica, Inc. 

The  following  officers  were  unani- 
mously elected:  Mrs.  L.  Cushing 
Kimball,  Jr.,  president;  Mrs.  Clarence 
E.  Noerenberg,  first  vice-president; 
Mrs.  Walter  G.  Hudson,  second  vice- 
president;  Mrs.  W.  H.  Gilbert,  third 
vice-president;  Mrs.  Joseph  Pierce,  re- 
cording secretary;  Mrs.  Helen  Lorenz, 
corresponding  secretary;  and  Mrs. 
Morris  J.  Thompson,  treasurer.  These 
officers   with   Mrs.    R.    M.   Brin,    Mrs. 
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Lydia  Crossley,  Mrs.  Charles  W. 
Decker,  Mrs.  Galen  R.  Goodson  and 
Mrs.  Mitchell  Shipley  comprise  the 
board  of  directors. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees of  the  Braille  Institute,  December 
13,  the  officers  and  directors  of  the 
Women's  Auxiliary  were  presented. 
Speaking  for  the  trustees,  Robert  A. 
Odell,  president,  thanked  the  women 
for  their  enthusiastic  cooperation  and 
urged  all  women  members  of  the  Insti- 
tute to  participate  in  the  activities  of 
the  Auxiliary,  as  it  should  open  new 
avenues  of  usefulness  and  service  to 
th?  cause  of  the  blind. 
♦ 

Readophone  Receives  Endorse- 
ment 

On  October  23,  the  Los  Angeles  De- 
partment of  Social  Service  witnessed  a 
demonstration  of  a  new  invention  in 
the  field  of  sound  recording  by  which 
it  is  possible  to  record  two  hours  and 
twenty  minutes  of  music  or  reading 
matter  on  a  single  disk.  The  device  is 
the  invention  of  Edward  R.  Harris, 
sound  engineer  of  Hollywood,  who 
with  W.  F.  Vail  and  E.  K.  Hoak  has 
formed  the  Readophone  Foundation. 
Mr.  Harris  was  encouraged  in  the  per- 
fecting of  his  invention  by  the  trustees 
of  the  Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc., 
who  recognized  its  infinite  possibilities 
for  the  social  and  cultural  advancement 
of  the  physically  blind. 

The  object  of  the  demonstration  was 
to  obtain  a  Social  Service  information 
card  authorizing  the  raising  of  funds 
for  financing  the  invention  as  a  chari- 
table enterprise.  Harris  and  his  asso- 
ciates plan  to  place  300  of  the  machines 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Braille  Institute 
for  distribution  to  worthy  blind  per- 
sons. 


When  these  Readophones  are  in  the 
hands  of  the  blind,  and  when  Reado- 
phone records  are  being  manufactured 
satisfactory  to  the  Director,  Project, 
Books  for  the  Blind,  Library  of  Con- 
gress, the  Library  will  purchase  these 
records  for  free  distribution  through 
regional  libraries  serving  the  blind. 

The  possibilities  of  the  Readophone 
in  the  education  and  entertainment  of 
the  blind  who  have  been  unable  to 
master  braille,  and  the  demonstration 
itself,  were  so  impressive  that  the  So- 
cial Service  Commission  granted  the 
permit  at  once. 

The  advisory  committee  of  the 
Readophone  Foundation  includes  the 
following :  Mrs.  Myron  Hunt,  Mr.  Orra 
E.  Monnette,  Dr.  R.  B.  von  KleinSmid, 
Mrs.  Edna  Covert  Plummer,  Judge 
Frank  C.  Collier,  Judge  Wm.  Hazlett 
and  Mr.  J.  Robert  Atkinson,  chairman. 
♦ 

Colorado  Legislator  Guest  at 
Braille  Institute 

Roy  M.  Chapman  of  Grand  Junction, 
Colorado  was  a  guest  at  the  Braille  In- 
stitute on  November  13,  while  he  and 
Mrs.  Chapman  were  visiting  in  south- 
ern California. 

At  the  November  elections  Mr. 
Chapman  was  elected  on  the  Republi- 
can ticket  to  the  State  Senate.  Colorado 
joined  the  Democratic  landslide,  elect- 
ing only  one  state  official  on  the  Re- 
publican ticket  in  the  executive  branch, 
in  view  of  which  Mr.  Chapman's  vic- 
tory is  all  the  more  significant. 

For  fourteen  years  Mr.  Chapman 
operated  a  stationery  and  office  supply 
store  in  Grand  Junction.  He  retired 
from  that  business  last  year. 

Mr.  Chapman  lost  his  sight  during 
the  World  War  at  the  battle  of  St. 
Mihiel  where  he  was  serving  with  the 
314th  Engineers.  He  is  an  enthusiastic 
braille  reader. 


12 


LIGHT 


FREE  CIRCULATING  LIBRARY 

From  its  inception  a  little  more  than 
a  year  ago,  the  Free  Circulating  Li- 
brary maintained  by  the  Braille  Insti- 
tute has  grown  remarkably.  Originally 
only  books  of  certain  classes  were 
loaned  and  these  were  limited  mostly 
to  those  printed  by  the  Universal 
Braille  Press,  printing  department  of 
the  Institute.  Now  the  library  is  fur- 
nished with  all  the  braille  and  Moon 
books  published  by  the  federal  gov- 
ernment, which  means  that  about  one 
hundred  volumes  are  added  each 
month. 

Over  two  hundred  blind  people,  rep- 
resenting almost  every  state,  make  use 
of  the  borrowing  privilege.  The  books 
are  transported  to  and  from  the  bor- 
rower through  the  mail  without  charge 
and  by  an  arrangement  of  addressed 
labels  on  the  wrapper  the  blind  bor- 
rower has  only  to  wrap  and  tie  the 
book  with  the  proper  label  showing  in 
order  to  return  it. 

The  range  of  reading  offered  is  very 
large,  including  as  it  does  all  classifi- 
cations from  fiction  to  philosophy.  Al- 
most every  month  there  are  printed 
two  or  three  of  the  very  latest  books, 
both  fiction  and  non-fiction,  so  that  the 
blind  have  available  not  only  the 
classics  and  the  older  books  but  the 
latest  works. 

A  number  of  magazines  are  sub- 
scribed for  by  the  Institute  so  that  bor- 
rowers may  have  the  benefit  of  reading 
these  as  well  as  the  three  magazines 
published  monthly  by  the  Institute. 
The  use  of  the  library  is  extended  to  a 
few  readers  in  foreign  countries  under 
special  conditions.  At  present  the  li- 
brary is  serving  blind  persons  in  China, 
France,  British  West  Indies  and  Egypt. 

Books  newly  acquired  are  announced 
through  the  magazines,  and  each  year 
a  catalog  in  braille  is  published. 


ARTICLES   MADE  BY  THE 
BLIND 

for  sale  at  Braille  Institute  of 
America,  Inc. 
♦ 
Many   blind    people    make,    in    their 
own   homes,    articles   of  basketry   and 
needlework    of    excellent    quality.     In- 
struction and  supervision  of  this  work 
is  provided   for  by  the  state  of  Cali- 
fornia.   A   representative   list  follows: 

Aprons,    large $0.50 

Aprons,    small 50 

Belts,   cellophane 1.00 

Bags,   cloth 40 

Baskets,   small 50 

Purse,   crocheted 75 

Cushion  top 1.00 

Rug 90 

Card  table  cover 75 

Laundry  bag,   small 65 

Rompers 50 

Bcotees,    crocheted 25 

Hi-chair  set 50 


UNITED 
PRINTING 
COMPANY 

'Printers 

and 

Publishers 


Books,  Magazines,  Tariffs 
Fine  Color  Printing 

430  Boyd  Street 
Michigan  1873  Los  Angeles 


Patronize  our  advertisers — their  support  pays  the  publication  cost. 
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Directory  of  Business  and  Professional  Blind 


Maintained  by  the  Bureau  of  Social  Welfare, 

Business    Guidance   and    Placement, 

Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc. 

Although  the  persons  listed  here  are  without  sight, 
they  do  not  wish  to  advertise  that  fact,  nor  solicit  pat- 
ronage because  of  it. 

AH  they  ask  is,  that  the  public  give  them  a  chance 
to  serve  it  on  a  strictly  business  basis. 

CALIFORNIA 

COSMETOLOGISTS 

THE  HAMILTON  BEAUTY  SHOPPE,  Complete 
Cosmeto:ogical  Service,  127J4  S.  Orange  St.,  Glendale. 

PHOEBE  A.  BOISVERT,  Expert  Facial  Masseuse. 
Creams  and  Lotions,  1040  S.  Bonnie  Brae  St.,  Los  An- 
geles,  Phone  Exposition  3404. 


CHIROPRACTORS 


DR.  RICHARD  MURRAY,  1444  S.  Magnolia  Ave.. 
Los  Angeles,   Phone   FItzroy  5643. 

DR.    FRANCIS    P.    THOMPSON,    D.C.,    327    W. 
Vernon  Ave.,  Los  Angeles,   Phone  CEntury  2S168. 

DR.  JAMES  A.  GRAY,  3667  McClintock  Ave.,  Los 
Angeles,   Phone  REpublic  4443. 


CONFECTIONERY 


BORT'S  CONFECTIONERY,  Earl  Bort,  4500 
Melrose  Ave.,   Los  Angeles. 

INSURANCE 

EARL  C.  HOUK,  General  Insurance,  633  N. 
Beechwood  Dr.,   Los  Angeles,   Phone  GRanite  8953. 

KENNETH  E.  MARSHALL,  Fire,  Automobile. 
Liability,  Plate  Glass,  Jewelry  and  Fur  Floaters  In- 
surance, 9441  Wilshire  Blvd.,  Beverly  Hills,  Phone 
OXford  8811. 

STEPHEN  D.  MEDCRAFT,  Underwriter  for  New 
York  Life  Insurance  Co.,  R.F.D.  No.  2,  Box  90, 
Covina. 

PEARSON  INSURANCE  AGENCY,  General  In- 
surance, 400  Electric  Bldg.,  San  Diego,  Phone 
FRanklin  2530. 

MUSICIANS 

CALVIN  HENDRICKS,  Baritone  for  Radio  and 
Concert  Engagements,  1737  W.  45th  St.,  Los  Angeles, 
Phone   UNiversity  9508. 

GENEVIEVE  WILEY,  Mezzo  Soprano  for  Concert 
Engagements,  52  Marion  St.,  Pasadena,  Phone  TErrace 
5263. 

MABLE  E.  PRICE,  Teacher  of  Voice— Open  for 
Engagements,  521  Arizona  Ave.,  Santa  Monica,  Phone 
Santa  Monica  21322. 


OSTEOPATHIC  PHYSICIANS 

DR.    HOMER   J.    ARNOLD,    Detwiler    Bldg.,    Los 

Angeles,   Phone  TUcker  9547. 

DR.  EARL  M.  DAWSON,  3200  W.  Sixth  St.,  Los 
Angeles,  Phone  DRexel  1141. 

DR.  W.  R.  GROSHELL,  Osteopathic  Physician  & 
Surgeon,  26211A  N.  Broadway,  Los  Angeles,  Phone 
CApitol  3007. 

PHYSIO-THERAPY  AND  MASSAGE 

VICTOR  EGBERT,  1004  W.  53rd  St.  and  1505  N. 
Western  Ave.,  Los  Angeles.  For  appointment  call 
PLeasant  8172. 

PIANO  TUNER 

WILLIAM  L.  CURRIE,  1147  S.  Westlake  Ave.,  Los 
Angeles,   Phone  Exposition  8105. 

PUBLIC  SPEAKING 

THOMAS  S.  BUTLER,  6410  W.  Orange  St.,  Los 
Angeles,  Phone  ORegon  8462. 

OUTSIDE  OF  CALIFORNIA 

REAL  ESTATE  BROKER 

OMAR  BOGGS,  1300  Southern  Ave.,  Lexington, 
Kentucky. 

ORDAINED  MINISTERS 

JOHN  H.  CARPENTER  (Evangelist),  914  Hickory 
St..  Marshall,  111. 

R.  E.  BOGGS  (Evangelist),  333  American  Ave., 
Lexington,   Ky. 

NEIL  McINTYRE  (Evangelist),  440  East  141st 
St.,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

PIANO  TUNERS 

ROY  P.  HAMPTON,  30  Years  of  Practical  Experi- 
ence,  Brunswick,  Tennessee. 

RAYMOND  R.  REYNARD,  512  E.  Missouri  Ave., 
St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

GEORGE  H.  BURTON,  Leetonia,  Ohio. 

MUSICIANS 

G.  J.  MARINUZZI,  Church  Organist;  Piano  and 
Violin  Teacher,  1026 — 46th  Rd.,  Long  Island  City, 
N.  Y. 

CATHERINE  COHEN,  Teacher  of  Music,  Piano 
and  Theory,   1368  East  18th  St.,  Brooklyn,   N.   Y. 

ARTS  AND  CRAFTS 

THE  BLIND  ART  SHOP,  Arthur  A.  Frickholm  & 
Adolph  Munter,  84-A  Boston  Post  Rd.,  Larchmont, 
N.  Y. 

EMMA  I.  CARPENTER,  Rug  Weaving  and  Bas- 
ketry, 914   Hickory  St.,   Marshall,   111. 

BROOMS  AND  BRUSHES 

HARRY  CHELBERG,   Clear  Lake,  Wisconsin. 


14 


LIGHT 


Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc. 


BOARD   OF  TRUSTEES 

Robert  A.  Odell,  President 

J.  Robert  Atkinson,  Vice-President  and  Manager 

W.  H.  Kindig,  Secretary 

Arthur  L.  Sonderegger,  Treasurer 


P.  A.  Be-Hannesey  Edwin  L.  Gardner 

Frank  C.  Collier  Franklin  Lowney 

Dr.  R.  W.  Whornes 


THE  Braille  Institute  of  America, 
Inc.,  was  chartered  under  the  laws 
of  the  State  of  California  on  the 
100th  anniversary  of  the  braille  system 
of  printing  for  the  blind,  as  a  memorial 
to  Louis  Braille,  of  France,  (1806-1852), 
who  made  it  possible  for  the  blind  to 
write  as  well  as  read. 

This  explains  the  prominence  given 
to  the  word  Braille  in  the  Institute's 
name,  and  the  practical  omission  there- 
from of  any  word  which  has  a  direct 
bearing  on  welfare  work  for  the  blind. 

The  Institute  is  a  national  non-profit 
agency  devoted  to  the  social,  industrial 
and  literary  advancement  of  the  blind, 
with  headquarters  at  741  North  Ver- 
mont Avenue,  Los  Angeles,  California. 

It  was  established  to  acquire  the 
assets  and  activities  of  the  Universal 
Braille  Press,  founded  in  1919  by  J. 
Robert  Atkinson,  with  the  assistance 
of  philanthropic  friends. 

Governed  by  a  board  of  trustees 
elected  annually  by  the  members,  and 
established  to  receive  and  expend  gifts 
and  endowments  for  the  welfare  of  the 
blind,  it  ranks  among  the  nation's  lead- 
ing institutions  in  the  field  of  philan- 
thropy, thereby  affording  an  outlet  for 
the  benevolence  of  all  who  wish  to  help 
those  handicapped  by  physical  blind- 
ness. 

The  nation's  blind  population  is  esti- 
mated at  120,000,  of  whom  90  per  cent 
lost  their  sight  after  reaching  maturity. 
To  the  latter,  the  doors  of  tax-sup- 
ported schools  for  the  education  of  the 
youthful  blind  are  closed. 

Blind  adults  everywhere  are  appeal- 


ing to  the  Braille  Institute  for  help  and 
counsel.  They  recognize  in  the  Insti- 
tute, founded  by  a  blind  man,  a  bond  of 
sympathy  and  leadership  on  which  to 
anchor  hope. 

The  Braille  Institute  of  America's 
activities  include : 

Sponsorship  of  books  and  magazines 
printed  in  braille  and  Moon  types,  on 
a  non-profit  basis,  and  free  to  the  blind 
unable  to  pay. 

A  Bureau  of  Social  Welfare,  Busi- 
ness Guidance  and  Placement,  its  ob- 
ject being  to  find  employment  or  busi- 
ness locations  for  the  able-bodied  blind 
in  the  trades  and  professions;  to  assist 
them  by  way  of  loans  until  they  are 
successfully  established,  to  the  end  that 
they  may  become  self-supporting.  The 
Bureau  also  assists  the  blind  who  for 
good  reasons  cannot  be  successfully  re- 
habilitated for  gainful  occupations  and 
who  may  not  be  eligible  for  govern- 
mental aid. 

Maintenance  of  a  Free  Circulating 
Library,  stocked  with  embossed  books 
and  magazines,  including  fiction  and 
works  on  the  various  vocations  fol- 
lowed by  the  blind.  The  Library  serves 
the  blind  of  the  entire  nation. 

Free  instruction  in  reading  and  writ- 
ing braille  and  Moon  type,  and  in  type- 
writing. 

The  Institute  publishes  three  month- 
ly magazines  as  follows:  "March  of 
Events,"  a  digest  of  world  news,  printed 
in  braille;  "The  Braille  Mirror,"  a 
panorama  of  world  affairs,  printed  in 
braille ;  "New  Moon,"  printed  in  Moon 
type,  containing  a  digest  of  current 
events. 

The  Institute's  activities  are  sus- 
tained through  voluntary  contributions, 
endowments,  and  the  sale  of  member- 
ships, as  follows;  Participating  mem- 
ber, $1  per  annum;  Patron  member,  $5 
per  annum;  Contributing  member,  $25 
per  annum;  Associate  member,  $50  per 
annum;  Sustaining  member,  $100  per 
annum;  Life  member,  $1,000. 
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BRAILLE  BIBLE  A  LUXURY 
TO  THE  BLIND 

The  Braille  Bible  Society,  Inc.,  a 
non-sectarian  institution,  invites 
the  public  to  assist  financially  with 
its  humanitarian  work. 

That  Book  of  many  books,  by 
many  authors,  the  world's  best 
seller  in  the  field  of  literature  for 
the  sighted,  is  still  a  luxury  to  the 
blind.  The  two  outstanding  reasons 
for  this  are  ( 1 )  the  excessive  cost 
of  production,  and  (2)  shelving 
space. 

While  the  cost  of  production  is 
perhaps  the  largest  obstacle,  yet 
the  matter  of  shelving  space  is  no 
small  item.  But  this  obstacle  the 
blind  will  find  some  way  of  over- 
coming if  only  the  public  will 
make  it  possible  for  them  to  have 
the  Bible  as  their  own. 

But  for  these  two  reasons  the 
Bible  would  be  also  the  best  seller 
in  the  field  of  -work  for  the  blind 
— for  the  Bible  in  braille  is  one  of 
the  few  books  that  the  blind  long 
to  possess.  Other  books  they  can 
borrow  from  libraries,  but  the 
Bible  the  blind  long  to  have  with 
them  always,  as  a  daily  companion 
for  inspirational  study. 

The  non-profit  distribution  cost 
of  the  Bible  in  braille,  bound  in 
twenty-one  volumes,  approximates 
$113.  Some  provision  must  be 
made  to  make  up  the  difference  be- 
tween this  cost  and  what  the  blind 
can  pay,  and  to  give  Bibles  free  to 
those  unable  to  pay.  The  Braille 
Bible  Society  exists  for  this  purpose. 

The  Society's  stock  of  Bibles  is 
now  depleted,  with  requests  on  file 
for  more  than  2500  volumes.  Con- 
tributions to  this  end  will  be  great- 
ly appreciated  and  should  be  sent 

BRAILLE  BIBLE  SOCIETY 

739  North  Vermont  Ave. 

Los  Angeles,  California 


ARTICLES  FOR  THE  BLIND 

on  sale  at  Braille  Institute  of 
America,  Inc. 

Playing  cards,  brattled $0.55 

Coin  holders 40 

Typewriter  keyboard  charts 02 

Typewriter  paper,  per  lb 20 

Slate  paper,  per  lb 20 

Script   writing  boards 13 

Slates  and  styli 1.10 

Hill  desk  boards 1.50 

Board,  slate  and  stylus  complete      .     .     2.00 


Fire   -   Automobile  -  Accident   &  Health   Insurance 
Surety  Bonds 

L'ESPERANCE 

and  Company 


LIFE   UNDERWRITERS 
and  ANALYSTS 

Suite  401 

EDWARDS   &  ILDEY  BUILDING 

Los  Angeles,  California 

TUcker  5201 
E.  J.  L'Esperance,  C.L.U. 


Carpenter  Paper 
Company 

of  California 

SQUARE  BRAND  PRINTING 

PAPERS 

+ 

6931    Stanford   Ave.,   Los   Angeles 

PEeasant  3154 


Your  Choice  Books 
and  Pamphlets 

CAREFULLY  BOUND  AT 
REASONABLE  PRICES 

Gold  Stamping  .  .  .  Bibles  Repaired 

A.  H.  WARREN 
Bookbinder 

1914  Mentone  Ave.,  Pasadena,  Cal. 

STerling  1329 


Our  advertisers  deserve  your  patronage.    They  help  pay  for  Light. 
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Long    Hand    Writing 
By  The  Blind 


on 


Hill's  Writing  Board  and  Guide 

Complete  Desk  for  Lap  or  Table 
10K"x  16I/2,r— 1"  thick 

Drawer  at  Each  End  for  Stationery  and 
Writing  Equipment 

1.50  each — Postpaid  to  any  point  in  the 

United  States 

Only  a  Limited  Number  in  Stock 

BRAILLE  INSTITUTE  OF  AMERICA, 
Inc. 

741  North  Vermont  Avanue 
Los  Angeles,  Calif. 


"Paradise  on  Earth  is  found  on   the  Back  of  a  Horse." — Arabian   proverb. 

CALIFORNIA  RIDING  STABLES 

3061  Riverside  Drive 

NOrmandy  4300 

Located  close  in,  and  near 

# 

the   Los   Feliz   entrance   to 

jmW        . 

Griffith  Park. 

♦ 

Breakfast  and 

moonlight  rides 

arranged. 

♦ 
DAY  AND 

*^    ilzj^^i 

tm     ,11 

EVENING 

•ftfi&i   Ik    ^fc^ 

CLASSES 

i 

♦ 
Horses   boarded,   trained, 

/                             .,  -      «S 

Chiquita 

and  for  hire. 

'                                            *  S.  -  '     .-.          --*%,  :  -'"V:.:...  '■.:■     .         _ 

Patronize  our  advertisers — their  support  pays  the  publication  cost. 


Motoring  Pleasure  Begins 

When  You  Fill  Your  Tank 
with 


Mobilgas 

with  Tetraethyl 

,  \  ! 

■   '  *  '. 

From  the  Pump  Displaying  the 
Flying  Red  Horse 

Mobiloil 


also 


Mobiig 


rease 


World's  Largest 
Selling  Motor  Oil 


GENERAL   PETROLEUM   CORPORATION    \jp  OP  CALIFORNIA 

A    >OC«HT  ■  ViCUUK     COMPAHT 


PRESTON  TIRE  CO.,  Inc. 

VERMONT  at  MELROSE 
OLympia  2984 

The  GENERAL  TIRE  Distributor 


OFFICIAL  BRAKE  ADJUSTMENT 

ANY  CAR 

25c    per    wheel 


Our  advertisers  deserve  your  patronage.    They  help  pay  for  Light. 
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S.  Rowan  Cooley  at  Work 


■i 


LIGHT 


Volume  VIII 


JANUARY,   1936 


N 


umber 


BLIND  TROUBLE-WATCHER  IN  THE  NIGHT 


By  JAMES  H.  COLLINS 


PEOPLE    often    marvel    over    the 
wrong  thing. 
For  example:   The  switchboard 
of  a  large  utility  corporation  is  operated 
at  night  by  a  blind  man. 

"Wonderful!"  they  say.  "He  never 
makes  a  mistake  among  all  those  plugs 
and  jacks.    How  does  he  ever  do  it?" 

No  harder  for  a  blind  man,  after  he 
has  learned  the  board,  than  for  a 
sighted  operator. 

What  is  interesting  in  this  man's 
work  is,  his  ability  to  handle  the  prob- 
lems that  come  in  the  still  hours  of  the 
night.  Storms  break  power  lines,  fires 
and  accidents  may  occur  at  any  mo- 
ment, people  report  things  that  demand 
investigation,  such  as  odors  of  gas,  or 
lights  that  are  out  when  they  should  be 
lit,  or  the  other  way  around. 

To  handle  these  emergencies  in- 
stantly, no  matter  what  they  may  be, 
and  calm  excited  callers,  and  direct 
firemen,  police,  trouble-shooters  and 
other  helpers  to  the  place  where  things 
have  gone  wrong,  is  the  real  problem. 

So,  what  it  all  comes  down  to  is,  that 
S.  Rowan  Cooley,  on  the  telephone 
board  of  the  San  Diego  Consolidated 
Gas  &  Electric  Company,  from  11  p.  m. 
to  7  a.  m.,  has  experience  and  ability  to 
handle  his  job  regardless  of  his  blind- 
ness. The  latter  is  just  something  he 
has  overcome  by  persistence  and  train- 
ing. 


He  would  be  a  good  man  on  the  job 
if  he  could  see! 

He  won  and  holds  it  with  a  handicap, 
and  that  looks  as  though  he  were  a 
better  man. 

sfc       sH       % 

Mr.  Cooley  has  held  this  position  15 
years,  lost  his  sight  a  year  before  he 
secured  it,  and  is  now  51  years  old,  a 
quiet,  modest,  sturdily-built  fellow, 
who  has  taught  himself  many  other 
skillful  crafts. 

The  switchboard  is  really  a  suburban 
exchange,  with  16  trunk  lines,  and  160 
local  company  connections.  By  day,  it 
requires  two  sighted  operators.  Night 
traffic  is  naturally  smaller  in  volume, 
but  none  the  less  important  because  of 
its  emergency  character. 

Instead  of  lights  to  register  calls,  he 
is  guided  by  a  double  buzzer  system, 
installed  for  him,  to  distinguish  com- 
pany from  outside  calls.  To  tell  which 
of  the  lines  is  carrying  the  call,  he  must 
rely  on  tactual  memory  and  sense. 
Calls  on  the  trunk  lines  come  in  fixed 
rotation,  so  he  just  remembers  where 
the  last  one  came. 

The  board  is  a  full  automatic,  and 
easier  to  operate  than  one  of  the 
smaller  manual  boards.  By  automatic 
mechanism,  company  phones  connect 
themselves  through  the  board  when 
"9"  is  dialed.  He  has  to  answer  local 
calls  only  when  "operator"  is  dialed. 
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Even  so,  his  fingers  must  move 
swiftly  and  surely  many  times.  He 
must  be  ready  to  handle  calls  on  the 
trunk  lines.  Three  watchmen  report 
to  him  every  hour.  Even  in  the  night, 
business  calls  are  bound  to  occur 
throughout  the  company's  vast  system, 
extending  from  San  Juan  Capistrano 
to  Julian. 

One  night  last  winter,  when  a  storm 
ripped  across  the  country,  tearing 
down  seven  high  tension  lines,  sending 
five  repair  crews  into  the  field,  Cooley 
handled  all  the  calls  that  swamped  the 
board,  keeping  all  16  trunk  lines  hum- 
ming. 

He  wears  a  headset  receiver,  which 
leaves  his  hands  free  for  their  delicate 
work.  He  has  his  own  telephone  di- 
rectory, a  list  of  the  numbers  of  all 
company  officials  and  employes  or 
others  he  may  have  to  call,  recorded  in 
braille.  At  his  right  hand  stands  a 
braille  writer  for  noting  in  the  dots 
which  the  blind  read  by  touch  any 
telephone  numbers  or  other  memoran- 
da left  with  him. 

Already  a  veteran  employe  of  the 
company,  Cooley  was  given  a  5:30  to 
midnight  shift  on  the  switchboard, 
then  a  manual  exchange  with  six 
trunks  and  30  locals,  in  September, 
1920,  after  he  had  lost  his  eyesight. 
Without  any  previous  experience,  he 
mastered  the  task. 

A  couple  of  years  later,  he  was  given 
his  present  shift  and  soon  had  to  learn 
a  new  and  larger  manual  board  of 
eight  trunks  and  80  locals.  Similarly, 
he  has  learned  other  changes  and  ex- 
pansions in  the  boards,  and  during  all 
the  15  years  he  has  never  missed  work 
for  sickness  or  similar  cause. 

In  the  case  of  the  manual  boards,  he 
explained,  he  simply  had  to  be  familiar 
with  the  local  lines  that  might  be  used 
during  his  shift  and  search  out  connec- 
tions by  trial  and  error  when  a  call 
came  through.    Company  officers  and 


employes  insist,  though,  that  he  always 
had  an  amazing  knack  for  finding  the 
right  connection. 

His  blindness  came  to  him  with  dis- 
maying suddenness,  although  it  traces 
back  to  an  injury  received  in  an  ex- 
plosion of  giant  caps  when  he  was  a 
seven-year-old  boy  in  1890.  His  eyes 
always  troubled  him  after  the  accident, 
but  it  was  not  until  September,  1919, 
after  he  had  worked  for  the  company 
for  ten  years,  first  as  an  arc  trimmer 
and  then  in  the  gas  meter  shop,  that  he 
lost  his  sight. 

His  eyesight  became  so  bad  in  1919 
that  he  underwent  an  operation,  hoping 
it  would  improve  his  vision,  he  re- 
counted. Instead,  it  left  him  complete- 
ly blind.  He  waited  a  year,  hoping  his 
sight  might  return.  Then,  at  36,  he  had 
to  remake  his  life. 

"There  was  no  reason,"  he  declared, 
looking  back  to  the  occasion,  "for  me 
to  lie  down  at  that  age.  I  simply  real- 
ized that  the  thing  to  do  was  to  equip 
myself  with  the  tools  at  hand." 

He  did.  The  company,  loyal  to  its 
employe  and  wishing  to  help  him,  gave 
him  the  switchboard  job.  He  learned 
braille,  virtually  taught  himself  within 
25  days,  setting  a  record  for  the  state 
at  the  time.  When  a  State  Home 
teacher  arrived  to  help  him  with  the 
braille,  it  developed  that  he  had  not 
only  beaten  the  best  previous  record  by 
nearly  three  weeks,  but  had  learned 
the  more  difficult  European  braille, 
since  adopted  in  this  country,  which 
had  287  characters  in  contrast  to  the 
63  of  the  American  system  in  use  at 
the  time. 

In  his  years  of  darkness  since,  he 
achieved  much  else,  too.  He  has  learned 
to  thread  a  needle  by  a  trick  of  his 
own.  He  has  learned  to  repair  the 
braille  writing  machines,  does  this 
work  for  others  of  San  Diego's  blind. 
(Continued  on  page  18) 


ECONOMIC  OPPORTUNITIES  FOR  THE  EMPLOYABLE  BLIND 
THROUGH  FEDERAL  LEGISLATION 


A  PRACTICAL  PLAN 


IN  the  Seventy-fourth  Congress  there 
was  introduced  a  bill  which  had  for 
its  purpose  the  rehabilitation  of  "em- 
ployable blind  persons  in  the  United 
States  by  permitting  them  to  operate 
news  stands  in  Federal  buildings,  to 
find  other  suitable  stand  locations,  and 
to  make  a  national  survey  of  industries 
wherein  blind  persons  can  be  em- 
ployed, and  to  train,  place  and  super- 
vise blind  persons  in  such  jobs." 

The  bill,  which  has  already  been  re- 
ported out  favorably  by  the  House  La- 
bor Committee,  is  known  as  H.  R.  4688 
in  the  House  and  S.  2196  in  the  Senate. 

The  bill  provides  for  the  accomplish- 
ment of  its  objectives  by  assigning  ad- 
ministration of  the  act  to  the  Federal 
Division  of  Rehabilitation.  This 
agency,  which  at  the  present  time 
works  in  cooperation  with  45  state  di- 
visions of  rehabilitation,  will  cooperate 
under  the  act  with  these  state  agencies 
and  with  state  commissions  for  the 
blind,  and  with  private  agencies  for  the 
blind  when  these  are  designated  by  the 
Commissioner  of  Education. 

The  Division  of  Rehabilitation  is  a 
Federal  agency  in  the  United  States 
Office  of  Education,  which  is  in  turn 
a  part  of  the  Department  of  Interior. 
As  presently  constituted,  the  carrying 
out  of  the  provisions  in  the  bill  would 
be  subject  to  the  direction  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  Education  and  such  rules 
and  regulations  as  he  might,  with  the 
approval  of  the  Secretary  of  Interior, 
prescribe. 


The  duties  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Education  under  the  bill  would  be  (1) 
to  make  surveys  of  concessions  and  op- 
portunities for  blind  persons  in  Federal 
and  other  buildings ;  (2)  make  surveys 
of  industries  with  a  view  to  obtaining 
information  that  would  assist  blind 
persons  to  obtain  employment;  (3) 
make  such  information  available  to  the 
public;  (4)  issue  licenses  to  blind  per- 
sons who  are  citizens  of  the  United 
States  and  21  years  of  age,  or  over,  for 
the  operation  of  vending  stands  in 
Federal  buildings  for  the  vending  of 
newspapers,  periodicals,  candies,  tobac- 
co products  and  such  other  articles  as 
may  be  approved  for  each  building  by 
the  custodian  thereof  and  by  the  com- 
missioner. 

The  bill  provides  that,  in  issuing 
these  licenses  to  operate  stands,  prefer- 
ence shall  be  given  to  blind  persons 
who  are  in  need  of  employment  and 
who  have  resided  at  least  one  year  in 
the  state  where  the  stand  is  to  be  lo- 
cated. 

It  provides  that  stand  equipment 
will  be  furnished  by  the  Federal  gov- 
ernment for  its  buildings  and  that, 
where  locations  have  been  found  in 
other  buildings,  equipment  may  be 
loaned  to  state  commissions  for  the 
blind  or  to  private  agencies  under  rules 
prescribed  by  the  commissioner. 

In  order  to  obtain  such  loan,  the 
state  commission  or  private  agency 
shall  (1)  agree  to  supply  such  equip- 
ment without  charge  to  blind  persons 
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licensed  by  the  commissioner  and  to 
other  blind  persons  qualified  to  oper- 
ate stands ;  (2)  agree  to  cooperate  with 
the  commissioner  in  training,  placing 
and  supervising;  (3)  lend  such  funds 
as  may  be  necessary  to  enable  blind 
persons  operating  such  stands  to  pur- 
chase an  original  stock  of  supplies ;  and 
(4)  agree  to  keep  such  stand  equipment 
in  repair. 

The  Randolph-Sheppard  Bill  did  not 
die  with  the  close  of  the  first  session  of 
the  Seventy-fourth  Congress,  as  some 
interested  in  the  bill  seem  to  think ;  and 
because  the  House  Labor  Committee 
reported  it  out  favorably,  there  is  hope 
for  favorable  action  from  the  floor  early 
in  the  present  session. 

The  Braille  Institute  of  America  is 
on  record  favoring  passage  of  the 
Randolph-Sheppard  Bill,  subject  to 
such  amendments  as  may  be  deemed 
necessary  to  eliminate  a  few  minor  ob- 
jections and  to  make  the  bill  more 
acceptable  to  the  Federal  Division  of 
Rehabilitation,  charged  in  the  bill  with 
its  administration. 

Undoubtedly  the  Randolph-Sheppard 
Bill  is  the  best  measure  to  effect  the 
results  desired  that  has  yet  be(en 
brought  to  light.  A  few  who  object  to 
some  of  its  provisions  even  admit  this. 

The  interest  of  the  Braille  Institute 
of  America  in  the  Randolph-Sheppard 
Bill  is  the  interest  it  manifests  in  any- 
thing that  spells  progress  for  the  em- 
ployable blind,  irrespective  of  where  or 
how  it  originates.  Such  interest  can 
never  wane  as  long  as  this  institution 
exists  under  its  present  management. 

Scarcely  a  week  passes  that  the 
Braille  Institute  does  not  receive 
pathetic  appeals  from  the  blind  seeking 
help  and  guidance, — for  a  broader  so- 
cial and  economic  outlook.  With  these 
appeals  frequently  come  complaints 
from  the  blind  who  are  operating  news 
stands  under  the  now  existing  execu- 
tive order  plan — that  the  restriction  to 


the  sale  of  newspapers  and  magazines 
makes  it  impossible  for  them  to  eke  out 
an  existence. 

Incidentally,  this  is  the  main  objec- 
tion to  the  executive  order  plan,  al- 
though, of  course,  when  compared  with 
the  broad  benevolence  provided  for  in 
the  Randolph-Sheppard  Bill  it  falls  far 
short  of  meeting  the  needs  of  the  blind 
in  this  field. 

Commenting  upon  the  executive  or- 
der plan,  a  prominent  blind  worker, 
with  years  of  experience  in  the  field, 
remarked  significantly :  "I  am  at  a  loss 
how  to  interpret  this  order.  Does  it 
possess  the  innocence  of  ignorance,  or 
is  it  a  premeditated  attempt  to  demon- 
strate the  impracticability  of  H.  R. 
4688?"  Another  writer,  experienced  in 
news  stand  operations  in  the  State  of 
Kentucky,  commenting  on  the  execu- 
tive order  plan  said  that  he  would 
rather  have  a  lemonade  stand  in  a 
graveyard. 

These  objections  to  the  executive 
order  plan  arise  from  the  fact  first,  that 
the  vendors  are  confined  to  the  sale  of 
newspapers  and  magazines;  and  sec- 
ond, because,  for  the  most  part,  the 
Federal  buildings  to  which  the  busi- 
ness is  now  restricted  are  usually  lo- 
cated remotely  from  the  congested  dis- 
tricts of  the  cities.  Therefore,  the  news 
vendors  on  the  streets,  both  sighted 
and  sightless,  have  a  decided  advantage 
over  the  blind  who  are  confined  within 
the  walls  of  a  Federal  building  with  no 
opportunity  to  equip  stores  with  novel- 
ties and  such  commodities  as  afford  a 
ready  sale  at  a  reasonable  profit. 

Moreover,  due  to  the  limitations 
placed  by  the  executive  order  plan, 
whereby  the  only  equipment  permitted 
the  blind  vendor  is  a  stool  on  which  to 
sit,  which  he  must  remove  each  day  at 
the  close  of  business,  subject  the  self- 
respecting  blind  man  to  humiliation  and 
embarrassment.  In  fact  he  looks  at  it 
(Continued  on  page  15) 


NEWS-STAND  OPERATION  BY  THE  CANADIAN  BLIND 

By  JOSEPH  F.  CLUNK 

National  Supervisor  of  Employment 

Canadian  National  Institute  for  the  Blind 


In  view  of  the  pending  Federal  legislation  in  the  Randolpb-Sheppard  Bill,  re- 
ported in  this  issue,  it  is  believed  that  this  interesting  story  of  the  operation  of 
stands  by  the  blind  of  Canada,  by  one  who  is  fully  competent  because  of  his  ex- 
perience and  training  to  speak  authoritatively  on  such  subjects,  will  be  of 
interest  to  "Light"  readers. 


THE  operating  of  concession  stands 
or  small  businesses  is  not  a  new 
thing  to  blind  persons  or  to  agen- 
cies for  the  blind,  and  stand  operating 
provides  the  most  dependable  income 
for  the  average  blind  person  of  busi- 
ness ability  and  in  this  day  when  in- 
dustry demands  youth,  it  is  about  the 
only  manner  with  which  employment 
can  be  provided  for  persons  beyond  the 
acceptable  age  for  industry. 

The  Canadian  National  Institute  for 
the  Blind  began  its  stand  program  in 
October,  1928,  and  today  is  probably 
operating  more  stands  of  various  kinds 
than  any  other  organization  in  the 
world.  At  the  end  of  seven  years,  there 
are  147  stands  in  business  under  the 
control  and  administration  of  this  or- 
ganization, and  they  are  spread  over 
forty-five  hundred  miles  from  East  to 
West  and  six  hundred  miles  from 
North  to  South.  They  produce  in- 
comes to  blind  persons  in  the  respec- 
tive districts  that  compare  very  favor- 
ably with  the  earnings  of  sighted  per- 
sons in  those  same  areas. 

The  increase  in  public  confidence,  as 
well  as  improvements  in  system  and 
method  indicates  that  the  time  is  not 
far  distant  when  every  blind  person  in 
Canada  who  can  use  this  type  of  em- 
ployment will  have  it.   Included  in  the 


group  of  stands  are  industrial  cafe- 
terias and  canteens,  stands  in  office 
buildings,  government  buildings,  and 
hospitals,  street  stands,  and  small 
stores. 

The  entire  service  must  be  sold  in 
the  same  manner  as  any  other  com- 
modity, the  organization  must  have  a 
system  of  administration  that  will  hold 
the  confidence  of  the  public,  and  there 
must  be  a  sufficient  financial  budget  to 
support  the  department  until  it  can 
take  care  of  itself. 

In  developing  the  department  we 
have  found  it  necessary  to  work  out  a 
mixture  of  sighted  and  blind  staff  in 
order  to  get  the  best  results.  Blind  men 
are  employed  as  salesmen  and  admin- 
istrators, and  sighted  persons  for  train- 
ers, and  supervisors.  The  qualifications 
of  the  blind  placement  agent  are  more 
complicated  than  for  any  ordinary  sales 
work,  for  he  has  many  more  things  to 
do  and  much  more  responsibility  than 
any  salesman  or  even  sales  manager. 

Mechanical  ability  to  demonstrate 
factory  processes,  ability  to  design 
equipment  of  various  kinds  for  all 
kinds  of  stands,  enough  knowledge  of 
business  to  advise  and  guide  inexperi- 
enced blind  persons,  a  fair  sense  of 
equity  in  making  difficult  decisions  on 
all  sorts  of  problems,  are  a  few  of  the 
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requirements.  He  must  be  able  to  win 
and  hold  the  respect  of  his  sighted  staff 
and  to  guide  their  efforts  properly. 

Our  smallest  office  building  or  hos- 
pital news  stand  occupies  a  space  thirty 
inches  from  front  to  back  and  sixty 
inches  long.  Some  of  our  best  stands 
occupy  floor  space  as  small  as  four  by 
six  feet  and  the  ability  to  use  small 
spaces  effectively  has  secured  us  many 
locations. 

There  is  no  uniform  space  or  size  or 
design  of  fixtures  that  will  fit  all  loca- 
tions, and  each  must  be  constructed  for 
its  own  place  and  use. 

We  have  experimented  on  many  sys- 
tems, and  have  finally  evolved  a  pro- 
cedure that  combines  absolute  control 
of  each  stand  by  the  organization,  cen- 
tralized responsibility,  an  income  to  the 
department  to  pay  administration  and 
protection  to  the  less  capable  blind 
operator  and  yet  no  restriction  on  the 
ability  and  talent  of  the  efficient.  It  is 
a  combination  of  individual  business 
and  centralized  control,  for  the  benefit 
of  everyone. 

It  is  not  difficult  for  an  agency  for 
the  blind  to  operate  a  few  stands  with- 
out feeling  the  cost,  but  if  you  are  go- 
ing to  serve  more  than  a  half  dozen, 
it  is  necessary  to  think  of  some  of  the 
things  discussed  here. 

Last  year  the  department  in  On- 
tario alone  produced  $65,000.00  in 
wages  to  blind  persons  for  a  total  net 
cost  of  $10,600.00.  The  income  to  the 
department  paid  all  staff  wages  and 
travelling  expenses  as  well  as  repairs, 
insurance  and  relief,  or,  as  we  term  it, 
placement  assistance. 

Our  population  is  not  large  and  it  is 
scattered  over  a  considerable  area.  The 


cost  of  service  for  us  is  far  larger  than 
would  be  the  case  in  any  thickly  popu- 
lated area.  Again  our  opportunities 
are  very  much  limited  and  it  is  neces- 
sary for  us  to  probe  every  possible 
place.  Yet,  we  feel  that  we  have  only 
started  and  that  we  are  just  now  ready 
to  really  build  a  real  service  and  real 
results. 

Some  idea  of  our  growth  in  six  years 
in  Ontario  can  be  gained  from  our  to- 
bacco wholesale  department  sales.  The 
department  was  started  six  years  ago 
and  sold  $37,000.00  in  its  first  year, 
and  we  had  eighteen  stands  in  business. 
This  year  our  sales  will  be  nearly 
$170,000.00  at  wholesale  prices,  and  of 
course,  to  our  own  stands  or  to  blind 
persons  in  their  own  businesses  where 
they  operate  private  stores. 

Toronto  is  not  nearly  as  large  as 
many  cities  in  the  United  States  and 
yet  we  have  forty  stands  in  active  busi- 
ness and  will  have  double  this  number 
within  three  years.  We  are  not  anxious 
to  grow  too  rapidly  for  it  must  be  re- 
membered that  blind  persons  must  be 
trained  and  this  takes  time. 

I  hope  that  none  of  my  readers  will 
consider  these  remarks  as  boasting. 
That  is  not  my  desire  or  intention.  I 
have  tried  to  describe  our  methods  and 
results  as  briefly  as  possible,  only  for 
the  purpose  of  reminding  those  who  are 
interested,  that  other  countries  have  in 
them  vast  opportunities  that  are  going 
to  waste  and  are  waiting  for  interested 
persons  to  come  along  and  take  them. 
We  shall  be  glad  to  give  any  person 
or  organization  any  information  that 
we  possess. 

JOSEPH  F.  CLUNK, 
National  Supervisor 
of  Employment. 


SIGHTLESS  SCULPTORS 

By  VELMA  E.  McINTYRE 
Condensed  and  reprinted  by  permission  from  "The  Oregonian. 


THE  tap,  tap  of 
short,  steady 
strokes  that 
sounded  like  a  mallet 
hitting  the  head  of  a 
sculptor's  chisel 
echoed  from  the 
pitch  darkness  of  a 
room  in  the  Art 
building  and  attract- 
ed the  curiosity  of 
an  art  instructor  as 
she  was  returning  to 
her  office  late  one 
night  for  some  pa- 
pers that  had  been 
left  on  her  desk. 

She  opened  the  door  and  switched  on 
the  light.  "Why,  Mark,  you  are  work- 
ing in  the  dark!"  was  her  surprised 
greeting.  A  hearty  laugh  was  Mark's 
answer  as  he  laid  down  his  mallet  and 
ran  his  fingers  carefully  over  the 
smooth  surface  of  the  head  of  a  woman 
which  he  was  carving  in  stone. 

"The  joke  is  on  you,"  he  said.  "I'm 
not  working  in  the  dark,  because  as 
long  as  I  can't  see  darkness,  there 
isn't  any." 

Mark  V.  Shoesmith,  a  graduate  of 
the  school  of  social  science,  and  Glen 
W.  Casteel,  a  major  in  the  college  of 
arts  and  letters,  are  two  blind  students 
attending  the  University  of  Oregon 
who  have  broken  the  bonds  that  so 
long  have  limited  the  blind  to  work  as 
craftsmen  in  the  manual  arts. 

They  have  become  creative  artists — 
sculptors — working  in  the  tri-dimen- 
sional  art,  whose  highest  aspiration  is 
pure  form  or  "form  for  form's  sake." 


They  are  creating 
objects  which  they 
themselves  can  ap- 
preciate through 
their  sense  of  touch, 
and  which  those  who 
have  vision  can  en- 
joy- 

"Their  work 
equals,  and  in  some 
cases  excels,  the 
work  of  sighted  stu- 
dents," said  Oliver 
F.  Barrett,  assistant 
professor  of  sculp- 
ture at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Oregon. 

"It  is  their  keen  interest  and  hard 
work  that  are  responsible  for  their 
rapid  advancement,"  one  of  the  instruc- 
tors remarked.  All  of  their  energy  and 
attention  is  spent  in  creating  figures 
both  in  stone  and  clay.  Art  has  be- 
come their  work  and  their  play. 

When  molding  clay  and  chiseling 
stone  the  sensitive  hands  and  fingers 
of  these  blind  artists  serve  them  as 
"eyes"  to  direct  each  stroke  of  the 
chisel  or  modeling  tool.  Running  their 
fingers  over  the  things  they  are  making 
enables  them  to  "see"  the  object  on 
which  they  are  working. 

In  artists'  vernacular,  this  is  called 
the  "tactual  means  of  perception." 
They  keep  their  finger  tips,  especially 
the  index  finger,  close  to  the  end  of 
their  tools  to  accurately  feel  out  the 
course  they  are  to  take. 

The  head  of  a  football  player  was 
one  of  the  first  attempts  to  depict  the 
human  figure.    When  making  the  clay 
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model,  Shoesmith  asked  an  athlete  to 
pose  for  him  for  about  twenty  minutes. 
Alternately  he  shaped  the  clay  and 
studied  the  helmet  by  running  his 
fingers  over  it. 

The  finished  work  was  a  clay  figure 
with  all  the  marks  of  a  true  athlete. 

The  blind  students  work  with  the 
back  of  the  object  they  are  making 
toward  them.  In  other  words,  they 
stand  behind  their  work.  It  is  by  pull- 
ing their  hands  over  the  object,  toward 
their  bodies,  that  they  can  accurately 
judge  its  proportion  and  shape.  In  this 
manner  they  can  sense  each  detailed 
curve  or  ridge. 

Mark  has  made  a  large  number  of 
tools  that  are  especially  adapted  to  the 
sightless  artist's  use.  By  shortening 
the  regular  modeling  tools  he  has  made 
them  more  convenient  and  efficient  for 
the  blind  student  to  work  with. 

When  working  in  stone  they  use  the 
same  type  of  mallets,  chisels  and  rasps 
as  those  employed  by  other  students. 

The  class  began  as  an  experiment, 
winter  term,  1933.  Mrs.  Louis  B. 
Schroff,  instructor  in  drawing  and 
painting,  became  interested  in  the  blind 
students  then  attending  the  university 
and  believed  they  would  enjoy  working 
with  their  hands  creating  tangible  ob- 
jects. Her  next  endeavor  was  to  start 
a  class  in  pottery  and  modeling. 

Five  students  were  enrolled  in  the 
first  class.  Three  of  them  were  totally 
blind,  the  other  two  partially  blind. 

A  few  in  the  group  showed  an  apti- 
tude for  the  work,  others  dropped  out 
of  the  class.  Mark  and  Glen  were  the 
two  most  interested  workers  and  the 
ones  who  have  produced  art  forms  that 
have  been  commended  by  instructors 
and  others  who  have  seen  them. 

After  modeling  with  clay  for  a  time 
they  began  working  in  stone. 

These  two  sightless  young  people  do 
not  feel  that  blindness  should  neces- 


sarily handicap  them,  and  they  have 
not  resigned  themselves  to  limitations. 

After  working  chiefly  for  design — 
that  is,  chiseling  or  molding  figures  and 
shapes  which  stressed  line,  pattern  and 
geometrical  form — they  decided  to  pay 
a  visit  to  the  regular  sculpture  depart- 
ment to  "see"  what  sort  of  work  these 
students  were  doing. 

They  found  them  making  human  and 
animate  forms  that  depicted  the  ele- 
ments of  balance,  rhythm  and  harmony. 
Mark  and  Glen  began  work  in  this  line 
by  sculpturing  heads. 

They  next  attempted  the  full-length 
human  figure.  Mark  made  the  figure  of 
a  man  girded  in  a  loin  cloth,  standing 
with  bowed  head,  his  hands  chained 
to  a  post  behind  him.  It  tells  a  story 
of  suffering  and  despair. 

The  objectives  which  Mrs.  Schroff 
had  in  mind  when  she  organized  the 
class  were :  To  determine  the  value  of 
art  work  to  the  blind  student  and  to 
discover  what,  if  any,  possible  contri- 
butions the  blind  could  make  to  the 
field  of  art. 

The  following  quotation  gives  Mark 
Shoesmith's  reaction  to  the  class : 

"Although  the  evidence  of  this  ex- 
periment indicates  that  some  of  the 
blind  could  follow  art  as  a  profession, 
it  also  shows  clearly  that  the  real  value 
it  has  for  the  blind  is  in  the  elementary 
schools  for  the  blind  children." 

"It  gives  them  a  concept  of  art 
forms,  design,  etc.,  and  a  sense  of  re- 
lationship and  proportion  that  can  be 
applied  to  objects  in  the  world  in  which 
they  live.  The  actual  experience  of 
creating  an  art  form  is  far  superior  to 
a  verbal  description  of  it.  Besides  the 
pleasure  of  creating  something,  it 
affords  a  means  of  expression  that  can 
be  attained  in  no  other  way." 

(Mr.  Shoesmith  attended  the  Salem 
school  for  the  blind  for  several  years 
before  coming  to  the  university.) 
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OUR  MEMBERSHIP  PLAN 


TO  balance  its  1936 
budget  and  further 
advance  the  social 
economic  welfare  of  the 
blind,  the  Braille  Insti- 
tute's campaign  for  new 
members  is  under  way 
through  the  sale  of  5,000 
patron  memberships  at  $5 
a  year  and  2,000  in  the 
following  classes :  Sup- 
porting, $10;  Contrib- 
uting, $25;  Associate,  $50;  Sustaining, 
$100. 

Membership  in  the  Braille  Institute 
is  within  the  reach  of  those  of  moder- 
ate means  as  well  as  those  of  great 
wealth,  as  is  indicated  by  the  various 
classes  of  membership  offered.  Such 
membership  furnishes  a  channel  for  all 
to  take  part  in  a  well  organized  effort 
to  assist  the  blind  in  a  constructive 
way. 

Since  the  administrative  expense  of 
the  Institute  is  taken  care  of  through 
pledges  for  that  purpose,  one  hundred 
cents  of  every  dollar  received  from 
membership  and  contributions  are  ex- 
pended in  an  effort  to  give  the  blind  an 
opportunity  to  overcome  their  limita- 
tions. 

When  asked  to  become  a  member  of 
our  advisory  board,  Rupert  Hughes, 
who  has  been  a  member  of  the  Institute 
for  a  number  of  years,  replied:  "I  ac- 
cept with  pride  the  honor  you  do  me  in 
asking  me  to  be  a  member  of  your  ad- 
visory board, . . ."  At  the  same  time 
Mr.  Hughes  very  generously  made  the 
following  statement  which  we  are 
happy  to  quote,  on  "Why  I  Belong  to 
the  Braille  Institute." 


RUPERT  HUGHES 


"The  answer  to  this 
question  might  be  another 
question.  How  can  any- 
one refuse  to  be  a  mem- 
ber? The  work  it  does 
springs  from  a  love  of 
humanity  and  a  Good 
Samaritan  interest  in  the 
fellow  beings  upon  whom 
the  thieves  of  circum- 
stance have  fallen,  rob- 
bing them  of  the  treasure 
of  sight  and  leaving  them  by  the  way- 
side in  need  of  help. 

"All  of  us  have  our  handicaps  and 
that  fact  should  fill  us  with  sympathy 
for  those  whose  afflictions  are  not  our 
own.  Many  of  the  blind  are  people  of 
great  brilliance  of  mind  and  largeness 
of  soul.  They  are  a  peculiarly  harmless 
class  and  the  help  they  need  is  of  the 
slightest.  The  Braille  Institute  puts 
eyes  in  their  fingers  and  opens  to  them 
the  infinite  pleasures,  comforts,  and  in- 
spiration of  reading  and  we  may  look 
to  them  to  repay  in  full  the  investment 
of  our  fellowship." 

While  the  world  knows  Rupert 
Hughes  as  a  great  author,  Californians 
have  come  to  know  him  as  a  great  hu- 
manitarian. In  the  last  few  years  not 
one  but  many  benevolent  projects  have 
succeeded  because  of  his  active  interest 
in  their  behalf. 

The  board  of  trustees  of  the  Braille 
Institute  are  happy  to  add  Mr.  Hughes' 
name  to  its  list  of  advisory  board  mem- 
bers, which  already  comprises  a  num- 
ber of  outstanding  citizens  who  are 
known  throughout  the  state  and  nation 
for  their  genuine  interest  in  the  handi- 
capped and  underprivileged. 
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Published  quarterly  by  Braille  Institute  of 
America,  Inc.,  741  North  Vermont  Avenue, 
Los  Angeles,  California.        i        i        i        i 
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Resolutions  Committee  of  Amer- 
ican Association  of  Workers 
for  the  Blind  Endorses 
Randolph-Sheppard  Bill 
At  the  Sixteenth  Biennial  conven- 
tion of  the  American  Association  of 
Workers  for  the  Blind  held  at  Louis- 
ville, Kentucky,  last  June,  the  resolu- 
tions committee  unanimously  recom- 
mended the  Randolph-Sheppard  Bill 
for  endorsement  by  the  convention.  A 
motion  to  this  effect,  however,  was 
tabled,  due  in  part  to  a  heavy  program 
which  many  members  felt  would  pre- 
clude the  motion  from  receiving  the 
consideration  it  deserved.  Unfortunate- 
ly, a  few  have  interpreted  this  action  as 
a  rejection  of  the  measure  by  the  con- 
vention. Obviously,  this  is  not  neces- 
sarily so,  for  often  the  tabling  of  a  mo- 
tion means  merely  that  the  members 
want  more  time  to  consider  a  measure 
they  deem  acceptable  before  voting 
on  it. 

To  be  sure,  a  motion  to  table  is  often 
resorted  to  by  those  who  wish  to  effect 
defeat  so  far  as  immediate  action  is 
concerned.  But  even  when  political 
strategy  of  this  kind  is  employed  the 
members  may  still  move  to  take  the 
matter  from  the  table  for  consideration 
when  opportunity  is  afforded. 


Unfortunately,  the  president  of  the 
American  Association  of  Workers  for 
the  Blind  does  not  so  interpret  the 
action  of  the  convention  in  tabling  the 
endorsement  of  the  Randolph-Sheppard 
Bill.  His  interpretation  is  that  the  con- 
vention voiced  its  approval  of  the  bill 
when  voting  to  table  it  and  therefore 
that  he  would  be  derelict  in  his  duty  if 
he  did  not  carry  out  the  wishes  of  the 
convention,  regardless  of  his  personal 
feelings. 

Nevertheless,  the  Randolph-Sheppard 
Bill  is  supported  unreservedly  by  many 
members  of  the  AAWB,  nor  has  the 
Association  rejected  the  measure,  the 
tabled  motion  notwithstanding.  In- 
deed, were  the  members  polled  at  this 
time  on  the  subject,  it  is  the  consensus 
of  many  that  the  motion  would  not 
only  be  taken  from  the  table  but  the 
endorsement  by  the  resolutions  com- 
mittee be  sustained. 

Also,  as  pointed  out  elsewhere  in 
this  issue,  the  principal  features  of  the 
Randolph-Sheppard  Bill  have  been  en- 
dorsed by  many  agencies  for  the  blind 
throughout  the  nation  and  by  the  .Na- 
tional Rehabilitation  Association.  More- 
over, various  service  clubs  and  civic 
organizations  of  state  and  national  re- 
pute are  on  record  favoring  the  project. 

With  these  endorsements  and  the 
House  Labor  Committee  having  re- 
ported the  measure  out  favorably,  noth- 
ing can  prevent  the  Randolph-Sheppard 
Bill  from  becoming  law  in  this  present 
session  of  Congress  if  all  who  wish  to 
give  the  employable  blind  of  this  na- 
tion a  more  bountiful  life  by  enlarging 
their  economic  opportunities  will  rally 
to  the  cause. 

♦ 

"Light"  to  Shine  Regularly 

To  our  many  subscribers,  members 
and  contributors  who  have  watched 
vainly  for  the  appearance  of  "Light"  in 
recent  months,  may  we  say  that  begin- 
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ning   with   this   issue   it   is  to  appear 
regularly  on  a  quarterly  basis. 

This  is  possible  only  through  the 
patronage  of  advertisers,  as  the  pub- 
lishing cost  of  "Light"  is  sustained 
through  revenue  received  from  that 
source. 

Our  readers  are  asked  to  remember 
this  by  giving  the  advertisers  their 
patronage.  When  making  purchases, 
give  our  advertisers  encouragement 
also  by  telling  them  to  keep  on  using 
"Light."  Remind  them,  please,  that 
you  have  come  in  response  to  their  ad- 
vertisement. This  will  help  them  and 
us. 

Encouraged  by  its  readers  and  the 
service  it  has  already  rendered,  we 
have  resolved  to  enlarge  its  usefulness 
by  increasing  its  circulation.  The  plan 
adopted  will  enable  its  effulgent  rays 
to  reach  thousands  of  readers  through- 
out 1936. 

Readers  are  invited  to  cooperate  in 
this  wider  distribution  plan  by  handing 
their  copies  to  friends  whom  they  think 
might  be  interested.  As  stated  on  our 
masthead,  all  subscription  revenue  re- 
ceived from  "Light"  is  "used  in  service 
to  the  physically  blind." 

And  again,  let  us  not  forget  that 
"Light's"  usefulness  is  measured  only 
by  its  permanence  which  is  dependent 
entirely  upon  its  readers'  patronage  of 
its  advertisers  who  pay  the  publishing 
cost. 

♦ 

California's  White  Cane  Law 

Blind  pedestrians  when  carrying 
white  canes,  or  white  canes  tipped 
with  red,  have  the  right-of-way  on  all 
streets  and  public  highways,  under 
Chapter  126,  Statutes  1935,  enacted  by 
the  California  Legislature. 

Under  the  law,  motorists  and  drivers 
of  moving  vehicles  who  fail  to  come  to 
a  complete  stop  when  approaching  or 
coming  into  contact  with  a  person  car- 
rying a  white  cane,  or  who  shall  fail  to 


take  precaution  against  accident  or  in- 
jury to  such  a  person,  are  guilty  of  a 
misdemeanor.  Section  3  of  the  act  pro- 
vides penalties  for  the  use  of  white 
canes  by  persons  other  than  the  blind 
or  partly  blind. 

Hundreds  of  blind  men  and  women 
have  ably  fitted  themselves  for  places 
of  responsibility  in  the  professions  and 
trades,  but  the  problem  of  getting  to 
and  from  their  work  unassisted  is  still 
unsolved.  The  enactment  of  this  white 
cane  law  promises  to  be  a  big  step 
towards  the  solution  of  this  problem. 

This  humanitarian  measure,  designed 
to  give  more  freedom  and  independence 
to  the  blind  pedestrians,  is  now  in 
effect.  But  it  will  never  give  the  safety 
and  protection  intended  until  the  pub- 
lic is  informed  of  its  existence,  and  the 
drivers  of  moving  vehicles  understand 
the  meaning  of  the  white  cane  when 
displayed  prominently  by  the  blind 
pedestrian.  Therefore,  we  suggest  to 
all  our  members  and  friends  that  they 
should  improve  every  opportunity  to 
publicize  the  law. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  Mark  A. 
Pierce,  vice-president  and  general  man- 
ager, Pierce  Brothers  Mortuary,  the 
Braille  Institute  has  distributed  many 
of  these  canes  free  to  the  blind  through- 
out the  state.  Mr.  Pierce  has  also 
pledged  himself  to  underwrite  the  cost 
of  many  more  canes  for  free  distribu- 
tion by  the  Institute. 

As  these  canes  are  being  made  by  the 
blind  craftsmen  at  the  California  In- 
dustrial Workshop  on  West  Pico 
Street,  Los  Angeles,  their  distribution 
serves  a  double  purpose. 

Grateful  acknowledgment  is  also 
made  to  the  Wilshire  Lions  Club,  Los 
Angeles,  which  has  assisted  generously 
in  distributing  the  white  canes  free  to 
the  blind  in  cooperation  with  the  In- 
stitute's Bureau  of  Social  Welfare. 

The  lamentable  and  tragic  death  of 
Minnesota's  blind  Senator,  Thomas  D. 
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Schall,  struck  down  recently  by  an 
automobile  while  crossing  the  street  on 
the  arm  of  his  faithful  secretary  and 
guide,  indicates  the  danger  besetting 
the  blind  pedestrian.  It  may  also  pro- 
voke the  inquiry:  "What  protection 
can  the  white  cane  possibly  give  to  the 
blind  pedestrian,  if  he 
is  not  safe  when  at- 
tended by  a  trusted 
friend  and  guide?" 

The  answer  to  this 
question  rests  entirely 
with  the  motorist  and 
his  attitude  of  mind.  If 
he  is  not  informed  on 
the  law,  or  if,  under- 
standing it,  he  fails  to 
respect  it,  then  of 
course,  the  blind  pedes- 
trian takes  his  life  in 
his  hands  the  minute  he 
ventures  to  cross  the 
street. 

Therefore,   it   is   sin- 
cerely hoped  that  here 
is  at  last  a  law  which 
will  not  be  "more  high- 
ly   honored    in     the 
breach  than  in  the  observance."    It  is 
hoped,  too,  that  its  enforcement  will 
not  necessitate  object  lessons  through 
the  application  of  penalties. 


MARK  A.  PIERCE 


But,  if  this  is  necessary  in  order  to 
establish  respect  for  the  law,  the  sooner 
traffic  officers  take  this  step,  when  the 
occasion  demands  it,  the  better — both 
for  the  blind  pedestrian  and  drivers  of 
moving  vehicles. 

Our  streets  belong  to  one  not  more 
than  to  all.  They 
should  be  made  safe  for 
pedestrian  and  driver 
alike,  so  that  all  may 
enjoy  them  freely  with- 
out penalty  to  one  or 
injury  to  the  other. 

To  this  end  "Light" 
urges  its  readers  to  co- 
operate. 

The     average     blind 
pedestrian   can   be    de- 
pended upon  to  do  his 
part.  Ninety-nine  times 
out  of  a  hundred  he  will 
be     found    capable    of 
conducting    himself 
safely  with  the  help  of 
the    cane.     Indeed,    he 
will  be  found  extra 
cautious,    considerate 
and  law-abiding.    And 
above    all,    he    will    appreciate    every 
courtesy  shown  him  on  our  highways 
and  streets. 
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FEDERAL  LEGISLATION 

(Continued  from  page  6) 
as  only  a  short  step  beyond  the  blind 
beggar    on    the    street   with    the   pro- 
verbial tin  cup. 

The  operation  of  news  stands  by  the 
blind  as  a  practical  industry  has  a  prec- 
edent in  the  plan  recently  inaugurated 
by  the  Kentucky  State  School  for  the 
blind.  Under  this  plan,  there  are  now 
about  twenty-six  stands  in  operation  in 
the  state.  Although  the  project  is  still 
young,  the  reports  received  at  the 
Braille  Institute  indicate  clearly  that 
there  is  a  fertile  field  in  this  country 
for  the  development  of  this  business  for 
the  blind.  These  reports  indicate  also 
the  soundness  of  the  Randolph- 
Sheppard  Bill  in  its  broader  provisions. 

Incidently,  the  Kentucky  stand  oper- 
ators are  not  restricted  to  the  sale  of 
newspapers  and  magazines  but  they 
may  sell,  and  are  selling,  such  com- 
modities as  candies,  tobaccos,  soft 
drinks,  etc. 

Moreover,  there  are  now  seventeen 
or  more  stands  in  Federal  buildings  in 
the  District  of  Columbia  that  are  being 
successfully  operated  by  totally  blind 
men.  Licenses  to  operate  such  stands 
are  issued  to  the  Columbia  Pollytechnic 
Institute  for  the  Blind,  which  is  the 
recognized  agency  for  the  blind  in  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

On  this  subject,  Mr.  R.  E.  Whitehead, 
Louisville,  Kentucky,  kindly  gives  us 
permission  to  quote  him  as  follows : 
"Our  stands  here  have  tried  to  sell 
newspapers  and  magazines  but  they 
did  not  move  so  the  most  of  them  do 
not  fool  with  them  at  all.  They  put  in 
something  that  will  move. 

"Our  stands  are  mostly  located  in 
courthouses,  newspaper  buildings, 
office  buildings,  large  truck  terminals, 
board  of  education  building,  etc. 


"They  handle  such  things  as  soft 
drinks,  nationally  known  candies, 
tobaccos,  mints,  chewing  gum,  potato 
chips,  little  cakes  and  sandwiches.  All 
together  the  stands  show  a  profit  of 
about  thirty  per  cent.  However,  if  we 
can  get  a  location  where  there  is 
enough  traffic  to  sell  $7  worth  a  day  it 
should  show  a  profit  to  the  operator 
of  around  $50  a  month. 

"What  we  need  is  permission  to  open 
the  stands  in  Federal  buildings  and 
permission  to  sell  soft  drinks,  candies, 
tobaccos  and  the  like.  One  supervisor 
looks  after  the  twenty-six  stands  now 
operating  and  also  finds  new  locations. 
So,  you  see  the  overhead  is  very,  very 
small  in  comparison  with  the  overhead 
at  workshops." 

Remember,  the  Randolph-Sheppard 
Bill  has  already  been  favorably  re- 
ported out  of  the  labor  committee  of 
the  House,  which  is  a  long  step 
towards  its  passage.  The  National  Re- 
habilitation Association,  composed  of 
leaders  in  this  field,  at  its  convention 
in  Washington  in  October,  1935,  en- 
dorsed the  principle  of  the  bill. 

Moreover,  it  is  viewed  favorably  and 
supported  by  many  agencies  for  the 
blind  throughout  the  nation,  whose 
executive  heads  have  written  their 
Congressmen  to  support  it.  This  is  not 
enough,  however.  Since  the  bill  is  still 
pending  before  Congress,  they  should 
renew  their  endorsement  on  the  proj- 
ect, both  by  publicly  acclaiming  it  and 
by  again  urging  the  support  of  their 
representatives  in  Congress. 

All  who  are  interested  in  the  social 
and  economic  advancement  of  the  blind 
should  do  this  immediately.  They 
should  work  in  their  respective  com- 
munities in  the  endeavor  to  have  civic 
groups  and  service  clubs  endorse  the 
Randolph-Sheppard  Bill  and  send  peti- 
tions to  their  Congressmen  to  enact  it 
into  law. 
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Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc. 


BOARD   OF  TRUSTEES 

Robert  A.  Odell,  President 

J.  Robert  Atkinson,  Vice-President  and  Manager 

W.  H.  Kindig,  Secretary 

Arthur  L.  Sonderegger,  Treasurer 


P.  A.  Be-Hannesey  Edwin  L.  Gardner 

Frank  C.  Collier  Franklin  Lowney 

Dr.  R.  W.  Whomes 


THE  Braille  Institute  of  America, 
Inc.,  was  chartered  under  the  laws 
of  the  State  of  California  on  the 
100th  anniversary  of  the  braille  system 
of  printing  for  the  blind,  as  a  memorial 
to  Louis  Braille, of  France,  (1806-1852), 
who  made  it  possible  for  the  blind  to 
write  as  well  as  read. 

This  explains  the  prominence  given 
to  the  word  Braille  in  the  Institute's 
name,  and  the  practical  omission  there- 
from of  any  word  which  has  a  direct 
bearing  on  welfare  work  for  the  blind. 

The  Institute  is  a  national  non-profit 
agency  devoted  to  the  social,  industrial 
and  literary  advancement  of  the  blind, 
with  headquarters  at  741  North  Ver- 
mont Avenue,  Los  Angeles,  California. 

It  was  established  to  acquire  the 
assets  and  activities  of  the  Universal 
Braille  Press,  founded  in  1919  by  J. 
Robert  Atkinson,  with  the  assistance 
of  philanthropic  friends. 

Governed  by  a  board  of  trustees 
elected  annually  by  the  members,  and 
established  to  receive  and  expend  gifts 
and  endowments  for  the  welfare  of  the 
blind,  it  ranks  among  the  nation's  lead- 
ing institutions  in  the  field  of  philan- 
thropy, thereby  affording  an  outlet  for 
the  benevolence  of  all  who  wish  to  help 
those  handicapped  by  physical  blind- 
ness. 

The  nation's  blind  population  is  esti- 
mated at  120,000,  of  whom  90  per  cent 
lost  their  sight  after  reaching  maturity. 
To  the   latter,    the   doors   of   tax-sup- 


ported schools  for  the  education  of  the 
youthful  blind  are  closed. 

Blind  adults  everywhere  are  appeal- 
ing to  the  Braille  Institute  for  help  and 
counsel.  They  recognize  in  the  Insti- 
tute, founded  by  a  blind  man,  a  bond  of 
sympathy  and  leadership  on  which  to 
anchor  hope. 

The  Braille  Institute  of  America's 
activities  include : 

1)  A  Bureau  of  Business  Placement 
and  Guidance,  to  find  occupations  or 
business  locations  for  the  employable 
blind ; 

2)  A  Bureau  of  Social  Welfare,  to 
assist  the  blind  who  for  good  reasons 
cannot  be  rehabilitated  for  gainful  oc- 
cupation ; 

3)  Free  instruction  in  reading  and 
writing  raised  print,  in  typewriting  and 
lessons  in  self-reliance ; 

4)  Sponsorship  of  books  and  maga- 
zines for  the  blind,  on  a  non-profit 
basis,  and  free  to  those  unable  to  pay ; 

5)  Free  library  service  to  the  blind 
of  the  nation.  This  library  is  one  of  the 
25  regional  libraries  which  distributes 
literature  published  by  the  United 
States  government  and  supplied 
through  the  Library  of  Congress. 

The  Institute  publishes  three  month- 
ly magazines  as  follows:  "March  of 
Events,"  a  digest  of  world  news,  printed 
in  braille;  "The  Braille  Mirror,"  a 
panorama  of  world  affairs,  printed  in 
braille ;  "New  Moon,"  printed  in  Moon 
type,  containing  a  digest  of  current 
events. 

The  Institute's  activities  are  sus- 
tained through  voluntary  contributions, 
endowments,  and  the  sale  of  member- 
ships, as  follows :  Patron  member,  $5 
per  annum;  Supporting  member,  $10 
per  annum;  Contributing  member,  $25 
per  annum ;  Associate  member,  $50  per 
annum;  Sustaining  member,  $100  per 
annum;  Life  member,  $1,000. 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

Grateful  thanks  are  due  to  Grau- 
man's  Chinese,  Hollywood-Pantages 
and  RKO-Hillstreet  theatres  and  the 
Southern  California  Symphony  Asso- 
ciation for  their  cooperation  and  gener- 
osity in  placing  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Braille  Institute  free  tickets  for  the 
blind  and  their  guides. 

For  cooperation  in  publicizing  the 
California  White  Cane  Law  we  are  also 
indebted  to  the  Automobile  Club  of 
Southern  California,  Braille  Club  of 
San  Diego,  Braille  Club  of  Long  Beach, 
Los  Angeles  Bar  Association  and  Chief 
of  Police  James  E.  Davis;  and  to  the 
press  and  radio  throughout  the  state 
which  has  given  generous  space  and 
timely  announcements. 

Observance  of  this  law  is  now  be- 
ginning to  benefit  the  blind  pedestrian 
according  to  reports  received  at  the 
Braille  Institute.  Noteworthy  in  this 
connection  is  the  fact  that  the  first  re- 
port received  contained  an  account  of 
a  traffic  officer  who  brought  his  car  to 
a  full  stop,  giving  the  white  cane  bearer 
on  his  way  to  the  Braille  Institute  the 
full  right-of-way.  So  we  say,  "hats  off" 
to  Los  Angeles  Police  Department. 

This  year,  as  in  bygone  years,  we 
distributed  Christmas  baskets  to  the 
local  blind,  filled  with  delicacies  as  well 
as  food  appropriate  for  the  occasion. 
In  this  humanitarian  work  we  were 
aided  by  the  Los  Angeles  Breakfast 
Club  and  the  Los  Angeles  Women's 
Service  Club,  to  whom  we  here  express 
grateful  thanks  in  behalf  of  the  bene- 
ficaries. 


"Blindness  can  be  tolerated  and  life 
enjoyed  only  when  the  sighted  will  use 
their  imagination  and  offer  a  helping 
hand." 

— W.  J.  Voss 


Have  your  most  valuable 

books  rebound  with  best 

quality  of  leather  and 

workmanship 

at  the 

WARREN  STUDIO  OF 
FINE  BOOKBINDING 

1914  Mentone  Avenue 
Pasadena       -       -       Sterling  1329 

Lessons  given  in  the  art  of 
Bookbinding. 


UNITED 
PRINTING 
COMPANY 


^Printers 


Books,  Magazines,  Tariffs 

Fine  Color  Printing 
I 

430  Boyd  Street 
Michigan  1873  Los  Angeles 
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BLIND  TROUBLE-WATCHER 

(Continued  from  page  4) 
He  has  won  high  standing  in  public 
speaking  contests  sponsored  by  the  gas 
company. 

Yet  he  insists,  "I  don't  claim  to  be  a 
phenomenon  of  any  sort.  Some  may 
think  my  work  on  the  switchboard  is 
mysterious  or  amazing.  It  is  just 
routine,  all  in  the  day's  work,  to  me." 

Company  executives  can  tell  one 
differently,  though. 

"He  has  been  a  very  useful  employe, 
in  spite  of  his  severe  handicap,"  L.  M. 
Klauber,  vice-president  in  charge  of 
operations,  declared.  "He  certainly 
does  astonishing  things  on  that  switch- 
board. When  he  went  on  the  board 
there  was  not,  as  far  as  we  knew,  an- 
other blind  person  filling  such  a  posi- 
tion anywhere.  Of  course,  we  were 
confident  that  he  could  handle  the  job. 
Even  so,  he  developed  with  surprising 
rapidity." 


Head  by  Blind  Student 

(see  article  beginning 
on  page  9) 


Established   1916 


"The  Old  Original 


n 


PIONEER  WATERPROOFING  AND 
ROOF  CO.,  Ltd. 

Durable  Roofings  and  Shingles 

Repairing    -    Painting    -    Composition  ROOFS 

Re-Roofing    -    Aluminum  Spraying    -    Shingle  ROOFS 

free  Estimates,  Expert  Workmanship,  Responsibility  Guarantees,  Time  Payments 

VAndike  4523  608   MATEO  STREET 

Glendale  Branch — Call   Operator   for  Douglas   8221 
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BRAILLE  BIBLE  A  LUXURY 
TO  THE  BLIND 

The  Braille  Bible  Society,  Inc.,  a 
non-sectarian  institution,  invites 
the  public  to  assist  financially  with 
its  humanitarian  work. 

That  Book  of  many  books,  by 
many  authors,  the  world's  best 
seller  in  the  field  of  literature  for 
the  sighted,  is  still  a  luxury  to  the 
blind.  The  two  outstanding  reasons 
for  this  are  (1)  the  excessive  cost 
of  production,  and  (2)  shelving 
space. 

While  the  cost  of  production  is 
perhaps  the  largest  obstacle,  yet 
the  matter  of  shelving  space  is  no 
small  item.  But  this  obstacle  the 
blind  will  find  some  way  of  over- 
coming if  only  the  public  will 
make  it  possible  for  them  to  have 
the  Bible  as  their  own. 

But  for  these  two  reasons  the 
Bible  would  be  also  the  best  seller 
in  the  field  of  work  for  the  blind 
— for  the  Bible  in  braille  is  one  of 
the  few  books  that  the  blind  long 
to  possess.  Other  books  they  can 
borrow  from  libraries,  but  the 
Bible  the  blind  long  to  have  with 
them  always,  as  a  daily  companion 
for  inspirational  study. 

The  non-profit  distribution  cost 
of  the  Bible  in  braille,  bound  in 
twenty-one  volumes,  approximates 
$113.  Some  provision  must  be 
made  to  make  up  the  difference  be- 
tween this  cost  and  what  the  blind 
can  pay,  and  to  give  Bibles  free  to 
those  unable  to  pay.  The  Braille 
Bible  Society  exists  for  this  purpose. 

The  Society's  stock  of  Bibles  is 
now  depleted,  with  requests  on  file 
for  more  than  2500  volumes.  Con- 
tributions to  this  end  will  be  great- 
ly appreciated  and  should  be  sent 


BRAILLE  BIBLE  SOCIETY 

739  North  Vermont  Ave. 

Los  Angeles,  California 


BRAILLE  IN  THE  RACES 

Mr.  John  Hicks,  here's  one  for  your 

"Strange  As  It  Seems"  column. 

For  more  than  one  hundred  years  the 
name  "Braille"  has  been  engaging  at- 
tention and  winning  distinction  in  the 
race  of  the  handicapped.  Many  are  the 
victories  thus  scored  by  it  —  victories 
which  have  both  literally  and  figura- 
tively removed  handicaps  for  thou- 
sands, and  in  turn  enabled  them  to  be 
winners  in  their  handicap  race  against 
physical  blindness. 

We  wonder  if  it  is  because  of  this 
fact  that  Mrs.  H.  C.  Hunt  chose  the 
name  "Braille"  for  her  thoroughbred 
horse  now  in  the  races  on  the  Santa 
Anita  course  at  the  old  Lucky  Baldwin 
ranch  in  California. 

Because  braille,  as  a  system  of  read- 
ing, is  not  easily  mastered  by  the  adult 
blind,  the  public  generally  associates 
the  name  with  anything  but  speed. 

Nor  does  the  public  associate  the 
word  "braille"  with  eyes,  but,  believe  it 
or  not,  this  racehorse  "Braille"  is  being 
ridden  by  Jockey  Charlie  Eye. 

Quite  significant,  we  think,  to  find 
Mr.  Eye  endeavoring  to  ride  to  victory 
on  Braille,  which  in  its  original  concep- 
tion has  meant  eyes  to  the  blind  for 
more  than  a  generation. 

Eye  and  his  mount,  Braille,  haven't 
scored  a  victory  yet  in  these  races  but 
they  are  still  in  the  race  and,  if  the 
horse  is  at  all  worthy  of  his  namesake, 
we  predict  that  he  will  some  day  nose 
under  the  wire  far  ahead  of  his  com- 
petitors, just  as  Louis  Braille  finally  led 
the  race  in  the  field  of  embossed  print- 
ing by  surpassing  and  superseding  all 
other  methods. 


Of  California's  6,960  blind,  3,997  are 
in  Southern  California  and  3,372  in  Los 
Angeles  County  alone! 

Over  50  per  cent,  of  the  blind  of  the 
state  are  60  years  or  over. 


Our  advertisers  deserve  your  patronage.    They  help  pay  for  Light. 
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Directory  of  Business  and  Professional  Blind 


Maintained  by  the  Bureau  of  Social  Welfare, 

Business    Guidance   and    Placement, 

Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc. 

Although  the  persons  listed  here  are  without  sight, 
they  do  not  wish  to  advertise  that  fact,  nor  solicit  pat- 
ronage because  of  it. 

AH  they  ask  is,  that  the  public  give  them  a  chance 
to  serve  it  on  a  strictly  business  basis. 


CALIFORNIA 

COSMETOLOGISTS 

PHOEBE  A.  BOISVERT,  Expert  Facial  Masseuse, 
Creams  and  Lotions,  1040  S.  Bonnie  Brae  St.,  Los  An- 
geles, Phone  Exposition  3404. 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RICHARD  MURRAY,  1444  S.  Magnolia  Ave., 
Los  Angeles,  Phone  FItzroy  5643. 

DR.  FRANCIS  P.  THOMPSON,  D.C.,  327  W. 
Vernon  Ave.,  Los  Angeles,  Phone  CEntury  25168. 

DR.  JAMES  A.  GRAY,  3667  McClintock  Ave.,  Los 
Angeles,  Phone  REpublic  4443. 

CLUB  AND  AFTER  DINNER 
SPEAKING 

THOMAS  S.  BUTLER,  6410  W.  Orange  St.,  Los 
Angeles,  Phone  ORegon  6784. 

INSURANCE 

EARL  C.  HOUK,  General  Insurance,  1724  South 
Harvard   Blvd.,   Los  Angeles,   Phone  PArkway  9025. 

KENNETH  E.  MARSHALL,  Fire,  Automobile, 
Liability,  Plate  Glass,  Jewelry  and  Fur  Floaters  In- 
surance, 357^  North  Beverly  Dr.,  Beverly  Hills, 
Phone  WOodbury  61444. 

STEPHEN  D.  MEDCRAFT,  Underwriter  for  New 
York  Life  Insurance  Co.,  R.F.D.  No.  2,  Box  90, 
Covina. 

PEARSON  INSURANCE  AGENCY,  General  In- 
surance, 400  Electric  Bldg.,  San  Diego,  Phone 
FRanklin  2530. 

MUSICIANS 

CALVIN  HENDRICKS,  Baritone  for  Radio  and 
Concert  Engagements,  1737  W.  45th  St.,  Los  Angeles, 
Phone  UNiveisity  9508. 

GENEVIEVE  WILEY,  Mezzo  Soprano  for  Concert 
Engagements,  52  Marion  St.,  Pasadena,  Phone  TErrace 
5263: 

MABLE  E.  PRICE,  Teacher  of  Voice— Open  for 
Engagements,  521  Arizona  Ave.,  Santa  Monica,  Phone 
Santa  Monica  21322. 


OSTEOPATHIC  PHYSICIANS 

DR.  HOMER  J.  ARNOLD,  Detwiler  Bldg.,  Los 
Angeles,   Phone  TUcker  9547. 

DR.  EARL  M.  DAWSON,  3200  W.  Sixth  St.,  Los 
Angeles,  Phone  DRexel  1141. 

DR.  W.  R.   GROSHELL,  Osteopathic  Physician   ft 

Surgeon,    2621 J^    N.    Broadway,    Los   Angeles,    Phone 
CApitol  3007. 

PHYSIO-THERAPY  AND  MASSAGE 

VICTOR  EGBERT,  1004  W.  53rd  St.  and  1505  N. 
Western  Ave.,  Los  Angeles.  For  appointment  call 
PLeasant  8172. 

PIANO  TUNER 

WILLIAM  L.  CURRIE,  1147  S.  Westlake  Ave.,  Los 
Angeles,  Phone  Exposition  8105. 

VIOLIN  MAKER 

CHARLES  H.  BAKER,  10207  Tabor  St.,  Los  An- 
geles, Phone  Culver  City  4509. 

OUTSIDE  OF  CALIFORNIA 

REAL  ESTATE  BROKER 

OMAR  BOGGS,  1300  Southern  Ave.,  Lexington, 
Kentucky. 

ORDAINED  MINISTERS 

JOHN  H.  CARPENTER  (Evangelist),  914  Hickory 

St..   Marshall,  111. 

R.  E.  BOGGS  (Evangelist).  333  American  Ave., 
Lexington,  Ky. 

NEIL  McINTYRE  (Evangelist),  440  East  141st 
St.,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

PIANO  TUNERS 

ROY  P.  HAMPTON,  30  Years  of  Practical  Experi- 
ence, Brunswick,  Tennessee. 

RAYMOND  R.  REYNARD,  512  E.  Missouri  Ave.. 
St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

GEORGE  H.  BURTON,  Leetonia,  Ohio. 

MUSICIANS 

G.  J.  MARINUZZI,  Church  Organist;  Piano  and 
Violin  Teacher,  1026 — 46th  Rd.,  Long  Island  City, 
N.  Y. 

CATHERINE  COHEN,  Teacher  of  Music,  Piano 
and  Theory,  1368  East  18th  St.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

ARTS  AND  CRAFTS 

THE  BLIND  ART  SHOP,  Arthur  A.  Frickholm  ft 
Adolph  Munter,  84-A  Boston  Post  Rd.,  Larchmont, 
N.  Y. 

EMMA  I.  CARPENTER,  Rug  Weaving  and  Bas- 
ketry,  914  Hickory  St.,  Marshall,  IIL 

BROOMS  AND  BRUSHES 

HARRY  CHELBERG,  Clear  Lake,  Wisconsin. 


Mobiloil 


GENERAL    PETROLEUM    CORPORATION 


Patronize  our  advertisers — their  support  pays  the  Publication  cost. 
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POST  OFFICE  NEWS-STAND 
Operated  by  James  C.  Townsend 
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A  SUCCESSFUL  NEWS-STAND  OPERATOR 


By  ARTHUR  J.  THROCKMORTON 


IF  you  should  happen  to  enter  the 
Pasadena  Post  Office  you  would 
notice,  at  the  top  of  the  steps  lead- 
ing to  the  entrance  doors,  a  magazine 
stand  which  would  at  once  strike  you 
as  offering  an  unusual  variety  of  peri- 
odical literature. 

If,  further,  the  display  should  tempt 
you,  and  you  should  ask  the  trim, 
youngish  man  obviously  in  charge  for 
a  particular  magazine,  you  would  have 
to  be  sharp-eyed  indeed  to  discover, 
from  the  promptness  and  ease  with 
which  your  selection  was  taken  from 
the  racks,  that  he  was  totally  blind. 

For  James  C.  Townsend,  who  oper- 
ates this  stand,  is  the  type  of  able  and 
intelligent  blind  man  who  gives 
thought  to  his  business  and  makes  a 
success  of  it — the  type  for  whom  the 
Randolph-Sheppard  bill  seems  espe- 
cially written.  There  is  no  thought  in 
his  mind  of  selling  on  the  basis  of  sym- 
pathy nor  does  he  ask  his  customers  to 
do  what  is  properly  his  work  of  locat- 
ing his  stock;  he  is  successful  simply 
because  he  offers  prompt  and  courteous 
service  and  a  satisfactory  variety  of 
periodicals.  He  has  proved  equal  to  the 
task  of  remembering  the  location  and 
physical  characteristics  of  each  of  the 
more  than  three  hundred  magazines 
which  he  carries  in  stock. 

Mr.  Townsend,  more  familiarly 
known  as  Jimmie,  was  born  at  Etna 
Green,   Indiana  in   1904   and  came  to 


California  in  1913,  living  first  in  Im- 
perial Valley  and  later  moving  to  Los 
Angeles  County.  At  the  age  of  18,  hav- 
ing completed  high  school,  he  worked 
first  as  a  contractor  and  carpenter,  then 
as  a  cement  finisher.  Ten  years  ago  he 
lost  his  sight  through  illness. 

Blindness  removed  Jimmie  from  con- 
struction work,  but  it  did  not  kill  his 
ambition.  Prior  to  his  illness  he  had 
studied  voice,  and  this  he  carried  on 
after  losing  his  sight.  Today  his  voice 
is  frequently  heard  over  the  air,  in 
churches  and  at  other  gatherings.  For 
seven  years  he  has  taught  voice  and 
now,  in  addition  to  his  management  of 
the  Post  Office  stand  and  his  singing 
engagements,  he  finds  time  to  teach  a 
class  of  fifteen  students.  One  would 
think  that  these  activities  would  be 
enough  to  occupy  fully  any  one's  time 
but  Jimmie  finds  time  in  the  evenings 
to  study  and  practice  writing. 

It  is  the  operation  of  his  stand,  how- 
ever, which  is  of  more  interest  to  him 
now.  The  executive  order  which  au- 
thorizes such  stands  permits  only  the 
sale  of  magazines  and  newspapers,  and 
Jimmie  is  strongly  of  the  opinion  that 
the  Randolph-Sheppard  bill,  which  will 
extend  the  character  of  the  stock  al- 
lowed, will  be  of  great  benefit. 

"I  am  not  so  much  interested  in  to- 
bacco and  candy,"  he  says,  "although 
I  would  carry  a  small  amount  more  or 
less  as  a  service  to  my  customers,  but 


LIGHT 


I  would  like  to  be  able  to  sell  picture 
post  cards,  some  stationery  and  sea- 
sonal greeting  cards.  I  feel  that  a  Post 
Office  is  a  logical  place  for  such  items 
and  that  they  would  increase  my  sales 
materially." 

Jimmie  does  not  sell  newspapers,  be- 
cause there  is  a  newsboy  on  a  near-by 
corner,  but  he  does  handle  subscrip- 
tions to  magazines,  announcing  this 
fact  at  the  stand  on  a  small  placard  as 
well  as  advertising  in  local  newspapers. 

The  stand,  now  offering  the  second 
largest  selection  of  periodicals  in  the 


city,  represents  an  initial  outlay  of 
ninety-five  cents.  Believing  that  the 
project,  if  worthwhile,  should  be  made 
to  carry  itself,  it  was  started  in  a  small 
way  and  on  credit.  The  magazine 
racks,  although  of  standard  design, 
were  fitted  and  joined  under  Jimmie's 
direction  in  such  a  way  as  to  form, 
when  closed,  a  cabinet  which  can  be 
locked  at  night. 

One  part-time  helper  is  employed. 
On  publication  dates  she  helps  Jimmie 
check  deliveries  and  at  other  times 
watches  the  stand  while  he  is  away. 


The  Randolph-Sheppard  Blind  Employment  Bill, 
explained  fully  in  the  January  issue  of  "Light",  passed 
the  House  on  March  16,  subject  to  a  few  minor 
amendments.  It  must  now  go  to  the  Senate  where  it 
has  been  pending  for  some  time  as  S.  2196.  It  was  in- 
troduced there  by  Senator  Sheppard  of  Texas. 

Senator  Sheppard  has  announced  that  he  will  be 
glad  to  substitute  the  amended  House  bill  for 
S.  2196;  and  since  many  Senators,  including  some 
very  prominent  in  both  parties,  have  pledged  their 
support  it  would  seem  that  there  are  now  no  insur- 
mountable obstacles  to  prevent  the  measure  from  be- 
coming law  in  this  session  of  Congress. 

All  this,  of  course,  is  good  news.  But  let  us  not  rest 
our  oars  yet.  Instead,  let  each  "Light"  reader  write  the 
Senators  from  his  state  urging  them  to  support  the 
measure  and  it  is  well  not  to  stop  there.  Readers 
should  ask  their  friends,  as  well  as  the  civic  and  ser- 
vice groups  in  their  communities,  to  write  their 
Senators  urging  its  passage. 

While  this  bill  will  not  solve  the  employment  prob- 
lems of  the  blind,  yet  it  is  a  long  step  towards  their 
economic  recovery  and  if  it  becomes  a  law  it  will  un- 
doubtedly pave  the  way  for  other  needed  Federal 
legislation  in  the  interest  of  the  social  as  well  as  the 
economic  advancement  of  the  blind. 

Write  your  Senators  now — there  is  no  time  to  lose. 
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CALIFORNIA'S  INDUSTRIAL  WORKSHOP 


By  CRAIG  SCOTT 


THE  workshop  in  general  is  an  at- 
tempt to  solve  in  part  the  problem 
of  giving  remunerative  occupation 
to  blind  men  and  women  who  are 
capable  of  producing,  under  direction, 
articles  of  commercial  value.  Two  dis- 
tinct ends  are  attained ;  the  blind  work- 
er becomes  not  only  an  earner,  reliev- 
ing society  of  a  financial  burden  either 
in  whole  or  in  part,  but  the  physical 
and  mental  condition  of  the  worker  is 
improved. 

Workshops  in  the  United  States  as 
operated  by  states,  cities  and  institu- 
tions, may  be  roughly  classified  into 
two  groups,  according  to  the  stress  laid 
by  the  management  on  the  two  di- 
vergent reasons  for  the  existence  of 
such  shops.  Some  operate  primarily  to 
afford  occupation,  to  lift  the  blind  from 
idleness  and  its  evils  to  the  normal  and 
healthy  condition  induced  by  activity ; 
such  shops  do  not  require  a  high  degree 
of  efficiency,  have  no  age  limits,  and 
are  heavily  subsidized.  Others  attempt 
to  operate  purely  as  businesses  employ- 
ing skilled  blind  labor  and  to  sell  their 
products  competitively  at  a  price  suffi- 
cient to  cover  wages,  material,  and 
overhead;  more  careful  selection  of 
personnel  and  closer  supervision  is 
necessary  in  such  shops. 

Local  conditions  have  much  to  do 
with  the  type  of  shop  most  suitable  to 
a  given  community.  The  Industrial 
Workshop  for  the  Blind  at  Los  An- 
geles is  designed  to  meet  the  need  of 
the  local  unemployed  blind  in  that  any 
blind  man  or  woman  who  has  lived  in 


the  state  for  one  year  prior  to  his  ap- 
plication is  eligible  to  receive  employ- 
ment.  There  is  no  maximum  age  limit. 

The  oldest  worker  at  the  Workshop 
is  seventy-three  years  of  age ;  the 
youngest,  twenty-four.  The  average 
age  of  workers  is  thirty-seven,  six 
years  less  than  the  average  age  in 
workshops  for  the  blind  throughout  the 
country  and  four  years  greater  than  the 
average  age  of  sighted  industrial  work- 
ers in  the  United  States.  These  figures 
indicate  that  the  primary  object  of  the 
Workshop  at  Los  Angeles  is  to  afford 
employment  to  employable  blind. 

The  capacity  of  the  workshop  is 
forty-five,  and  at  present  forty-four  are 
employed.  With  an  increase  in  orders 
for  the  many  products,  however,  the 
number  of  workers  may  be  increased 
from  time  to  time. 

The  blind  employees  are  paid  on  a 
piecework  basis,  at  the  end  of  each 
month,  for  all  work  produced  regard- 
less of  the  date  of  sale.  The  average 
annual  earnings  of  the  workers  is  four 
hundred  dollars.  There  is  no  minimum 
wage  as  in  many  workshops  for  the 
blind,  each  worker  being  paid  the  exact 
amount  due  him  at  the  piecework  rate. 

The  products  of  the  Industrial 
Workshop  are  typical  of  the  type  of 
work  produced  by  most  of  the  shops 
for  the  blind  in  this  country.  They  in- 
clude baskets  of  all  sorts,  bassinets, 
hampers,  and  furniture  made  of  reed, 
rattan  and  fibre.  Such  articles  are  also 
repaired,  chair  bottoms  are  re-caned, 
and  tennis  rackets  restrung.  The  work- 
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ers  make  brooms,  brushes,  mops  and 
dusters,  fashion  new  mattresses  and 
renovate  old  ones.  Camp  pads  and  ex- 
cellent sleeping  bags  made  here  are 
widely  used  by  California  sportsmen 
and  campers. 

It  is  oftentimes  easier  to  make  an 
article  than  to  sell  it,  and  this  is  partic- 
ularly true  in  the  case  of  many  prod- 
ucts of  shops  for  the  blind.   California's 
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workshop  solves  this  problem  by  sell- 
ing largely  to  department  and  chain 
stores,  and  wholesale  establishments, 
at  a  wholesale  price.  About  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars'  worth  of  goods  are  sold 
annually. 


Some  of  the  products  are  sold  direct 
to  consumers  by  the  State  of  California 
Blind  Products  Company,  which 
handles  only  articles  made  by  the  blind, 
chiefly  those  of  the  Industrial  Work- 
shop and  the  Industrial  Home  for  the 
Adult  Blind  at  Oakland.  The  salesmen 
of  this  organization  carry  an  appropri- 
ate badge  and  a  letter  of  identification 
signed  by  Mr.  Gilbert  H.  Rivenburgh, 
manager  of  the  Work- 
shop. This  is  necessary 
to  protect  the  public 
from  misrepresentation. 
It  is  unfortunate  that 
in  some  localities  sales 
organizations  have  sold, 
as  "made  by  the  blind," 
articles  produced  by 
sighted  workers,  or 
chiefly  by  sighted  work- 
ers in  shops  where  the 
blind  are  in  the  minor- 
ity. Not  only  is  the 
buyer  deluded,  but  the 
sales  talk  most  fre- 
quently used  endeavors 
to  sell  on  the  basis  of 
sympathy  for  the  blind 
rather  than  the  worth  of  the  article. 
Such  methods  are  injurious  to  the 
cause  of  the  blind,  who  ask  only  that 
their  work  be  judged  on  its  merit. 

The  Workshop  is  controlled  by  the 
Department  of  Institutions. 
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Oddly  enough,  although  the  Bible  in  Braille  is 
the  one  book  which  thousands  of  the  blind  would 
like  to  possess,  it  is  not  the  "world's  best  seller." 
This  is  due  both  to  the  excessive  cost  in  publishing 
Braille  Bibles,  and  the  limitations  which  almost  in- 
evitably attend  the  lack  of  physical  sight. 

The  Braille  Bible  Society,  Los  Angeles,  has  on  file 
requests  for  1560  volumes  of  the  Scriptures  in 
Braille,  from  the  blind  who  are  unable  to  pay  any- 
thing at  all,  which  it  cannot  supply  until  funds 
are  forthcoming.  It  earnestly  asks  the  public  to 
assist  it  financially  in  meeting  these  requests. 


BLIND  VIOLIN  MAKER  FOR  THREE  REASONS 

By  JAMES  H.  COLLINS 


THIS  is  the  story  of 
a  man  who,  at  sev- 
enty, turned  his 
hand  to  making  violins, 
although  he  had  never 
made  one,  and  had  lost 
his  sight  in  the  bargain. 

At  this  writing,  he  is 
in  his  seventy-eighth 
year,  has  made  to  date 
more  than  fifty  violins, 
and  still  going  strong. 
Some  of  his  fiddles  have 
been  sold  to  profession- 
al musicians,  so  their 
quality  is  good. 

In  1927,  C.  H.  Baker 
was  tending  his  bees 
on  the  Baker  ranch  at 
Tulare,  California,  when  one  of  the  in- 
sects stung  him  in  the  corner  of  the 
eye.  This  accident  soon  led  to  total 
blindness. 

All  his  life,  from  boyhood,  he  had 
worked  with  tools,  and  been  a  carpen- 
ter and  contractor  more  than  forty 
years.  For  two  years  after  losing  his 
sight,  he  did  not  know  what  to  do  with 
himself. 

"I  insisted  on  washing  the  dishes," 
he  says,  "and  dusting  the  furniture.  I 
made  a  phonograph  cabinet,  and  with 
the  help  of  my  wife  made  a  camping 
outfit  for  our  auto." 

That  led  to  an  auto  trip  with  a  friend 
who,  like  himself,  was  a  fiddler,  and 
coming  home,  still  looking  for  some- 
thing to  do,  he  tried  his  hand  at  fitting 
a  violin  with  a  top. 

It  was  a  good  job,  and  he  thought  if 
he   could   do   that,   he   might   as   well 


build  a  violin  complete.  So  he  started, 
and  except  for  a  few  final  details,  did 
it  all  himself,  and  the  instrument  had  a 
fine  tone. 

*     *     * 

"On  that  first  one,  I  thought  I  could 
not  fit  the  base  bar  or  cut  the  sound 
holes,  so  I  sent  it  to  a  friend,  W.  H. 
Warren,  at  Brownville,  California,  who 
knows  everything  about  making  a  vio- 
lin. He  finished  it  up,  and  adjusted  it 
for  tone,  and  got  it  ready  for  the 
varnish.  My  wife  helped  me  varnish 
the  first  ones. 

"I  visited  Mr.  Warren,  and  he  taught 
me  all  he  could,  and  I  also  visited  a 
good  violin  maker,  Mr.  Lucas,  in 
Fresno,  and  he  taught  me  much.  I 
could  not  put  in  the  purfling,  the  little 
inlaid  line  around  the  edge,  and  sent 
several  to  the  Birkel  Music  Company, 
in  Los  Angeles,  to  have  that  done.  But 
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now  my  brother  has  learned  to  do  that 
with  a  tool  I  got  for  the  work,  and  he 
also  does  the  varnishing. 

"As  violin  makers'  tools  are  made 
for  people  that  can  see,  I  cannot  use 
them,  and  have  been  obliged  to  invent 
and  make  my  own,  as  I  needed  them. 

"I  use  a  few  of  my  carpenter's  tools. 
I  have  made  my  form  that  I  put  the 
ribs  in  to  bend  them.  Violin  makers 
use  hot  irons  to  bend  them  in,  or  the 
curly  maple  wood  would  break.  I  can- 
not use  hot  irons,  so  I  made  this  outfit, 
and  I  can  bend  any  kind  of  wood  and 
never  break  a  piece. 

"I  cut  the  ribs  out  with  my  twenty- 
eight  inch  rip  saw,  and  they  are  very 
thin,  and  so  smooth  that  they  need  no 
dressing.  I  have  a  form  that  I  put  the 
ribs  in  to  glue  them  together.  I  cut 
everything  while  in  this  form,  block 
the  ends  and  the  corners,  line  the  edges, 
and  then  brace  it  so  that  when  re- 
moved from  the  form  everything  is  true, 
and  will  stay  in  shape  ready  for  top  or 
back.  The  gain  for  the  neck  is  cut 
while  in  this  form. 

"I  buy  the  scroll  finished.  The  neck 
I  have  to  shape  and  finish,  and  the 
holes  for  the  pegs.  My  device  for  bor- 
ing the  holes  true  to  position,  and 
straight,  was  the  hardest  of  anything 
to  make.  I  did  it  over  and  over  again 
for  six  or  seven  days. 

"Here  is  the  frame  that  I  put  my 
sound  board  into,  and  saw  around  it  to 
gauge  the  thickness  at  the  edges.  Here 
is    my    rig    for    sawing    the    neck    the 


length  and  angle  to  fit  the  violin,  and 
my  graduating  tool  that  I  made.  I  can- 
not use  any  factory-made  tools  that  are 
made  for  this  work,  as  one  has  to  see 
to  use  them. 

"I  have  a  lot  of  other  things  that  I 
use,  and  like  to  show  them  to  anyone 
who  is  interested.  People  talk  about 
the  sense  of  touch,  and  of  course  there 
is  a  whole  lot  in  that,  but  handling 
wood  so  much  makes  my  fingers  tough, 
and  I  have  to  work  my  brain  for  things 
beyond  the  touch  of  my  fingers." 
*     *     * 

For  several  summers,  Mr.  Baker  has 
camped  in  Yosemite  Park,  working  at 
his  violins,  and  made  many  friends 
among  interested  visitors.  In  1932,  he 
sold  a  violin  he  was  making  as  soon  as 
finished  to  a  musician  with  a  troupe  of 
entertainers  and  they  praised  it  highly 
for  tone.  Later  he  sold  them  another 
instrument. 

His  reasons  for  undertaking  this  un- 
usual and  difficult  work  were  three,  he 
says :  First,  to  have  occupation  for  his 
hands,  mind  and  time.  Second,  to  show 
what  could  be  done  under  difficulties. 
And  third,  to  make  some  money. 

He  thoroughly  enjoys  visitors,  and 
shows  them  all  details  of  his  work, 
tools  and  shop,  and  his  door-plate 
reads : 

C.  H.  BAKER 

Blind  Violin  Maker 

Rear  of  630  South  "E"  Street 

Tulare,  California. 

CALLERS  WELCOME 
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OUR  ANNUAL  MEETING 


Members  of  the  Braille  Institute  of 
America,  Inc.,  met  in  annual  session 
March  3,  1936  in  the  office  of  the  corpo- 
ration, 741  North  Vermont  Avenue, 
Los  Angeles,  to  review  the  activities 
for  the  calendar  year  ending  December 
31,  1935,  and  to  elect  a  Board  of  Trus- 
tees for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  following  persons,  all  incum- 
bents, were  re-elected  to  serve  as  trus- 
tees: J.  Robert  Atkinson,  P.  A.  Be- 
Hannesey,  Hon.  Frank  C.  Collier,  Will 
H.  Kindig,  Franklin  Lowney,  Robert 
A.  Odell,  Arthur  L.  Sonderegger  and 
Dr.  R.  W.  Whomes.  Cecil  L.  White- 
head, Los  Angeles  attorney,  was 
elected  to  replace  Trustee  Edwin  L. 
Gardner  who  wished  to  retire  from  ac- 
tive service. 

The  reports  showed  a  marked  in- 
crease in  service  to  the  blind  over  pre- 
vious years  and  an  urgent  need  for  a 
larger  building,  not  only  to  house  prop- 
erly the  present  departments  of  the  In- 
stitute, but  also  to  provide  a  com- 
munity center,  gymnasium  and  recrea- 
tional facilities  for  the  local  blind;  also 
a  storeroom  for  the  sale  of  products 
made  by  the  blind  in  their  homes,  as  a 
means  of  livelihood. 

The  report  of  the  home  teaching  de- 
partment showed  among  other  things 
that  the  teacher  travelled  over  3,600 
miles  during  the  year  in  giving  free  in- 
struction in  reading  and  writing  raised 
print  to  43  blind  men  and  women  in 
Southern  California. 

Equally  gratifying  was  the  report  of 
the  librarian  showing  service  to  397 
borrowers. 

It  is  regrettable  that  space  will  not 
here  permit  comments  on  the  reports 
of  other  activities  sponsored  during  the 
year,  but  so  interesting  were  they  that 


the  members  unanimously  voted  that 
the  reports  should  be  condensed  for 
publication  and  mailed  to  members  and 
contributors,  as  well  as  others  inter- 
ested. 

During  the  year  the  Institute  printed 
7,923  copies  of  magazines  in  Braille  and 
Moon  type  at  a  cost  of  $5,799.31.  These 
magazines  were  issued  free  to  the  blind 
of  the  nation  and  world  or  at  rates  be- 
low publishing  costs.  Free  subscrip- 
tions are  placed  to  the  extent  funds 
make  possible.  The  excess  of  cost  over 
income,  resulting  from  the  magazine 
distribution  for  the  year,  was  $3,753.54. 
This  loss  includes  the  cost  of  free  sub- 
scriptions to  the  amount  of  $583.96. 

A  resolution  endorsing  the  Randolph- 
Sheppard  Blind  Employment  Bill,  now 
pending  before  Congress,  was  unani- 
mously passed.  Briefly,  this  measure  if 
enacted  into  law  would  give  stand  con- 
cessions in  Federal  buildings  to  the 
able-bodied  blind  of  the  United  States. 
It  provides  also  for  other  occupations 
for  the  blind,  through  a  national  survey 
of  industries  wherein  blind  persons  can 
be  employed,  and  for  the  training,  plac- 
ing and  supervising  of  blind  persons  in 
such  jobs. 

Since  the  passage  of  the  White  Cane 
Law  by  the  California  Legislature  last 
year,  which  gives  the  right-of-way  to 
blind  pedestrians  carrying  white  canes, 
the  Institute  has  given  several  hundred 
canes  free  to  the  blind  throughout  the 
State.  Radios  were  also  distributed 
free  to  the  blind  during  the  year. 

A  few  of  the  outstanding  achieve- 
ments of  the  institution  in  the  seven- 
teen years  of  its  history  were  reported 
to  the  members  as  follows :  Develop- 
ment of  a  semi-noiseless  portable 
(Continued  on  Page  14) 
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Toronto  in  1  937 

All  engaged  in  work  for  the  blind 
will  doubtless  welcome  the  announce- 
ment that  the  executive  committee  of 
the  American  Association  of  Workers 
for  the  Blind,  at  a  recent  meeting  held 
in  New  York  City,  selected  Toronto, 
Canada  as  the  meeting  place  for  the 
1937  convention  of  the  association.  The 
meeting  dates  were  not  selected  but  it 
was  decided  to  have  the  convention  at 
some  convenient  period  the  latter  part 
of  June. 

More  than  a  dozen  large  cities  de- 
sired to  be  selected  as  the  convention 
city  and  in  certain  instances  well- 
known  workers  for  the  blind  had  urged 
acceptance  of  the  invitations  which 
were  extended.  L.  L.  Watts,  president 
of  the  association,  informed  the  com- 
mittee that  he  had  found  that  the  senti- 
ment of  members  favored  Toronto,  Los 
Angeles  and  Washington,  D.  C.  as  the 
meeting  place  in  the  order  named. 

The  committee,  after  careful  con- 
sideration to  every  phase  of  the  matter, 
voted  unanimously  to  hold  the  next  con- 
vention at  Toronto.  The  wisdom  and 
foresight  which  prompted  this  decision 
will  not  be  questioned  by  those  who 
are  familiar  with  the  rare  contributions 
Canadian    institutions     have     made 


toward  the  social  and  economic  better- 
ment of  the  Dominion's  blind.  Indeed, 
the  Braille  Institute's  staff  is  con- 
vinced that  the  delegates  from  the 
States  attending  the  convention  will  be 
richly  rewarded  by  what  they  learn 
from  their  neighbors  on  the  north  and 
it  wishes  to  congratulate  the  associa- 
tion's executive  committee  for  having 
selected  Toronto  as  the  convention 
city. 

The  Canadian  National  Institute  for 
the  Blind  and  the  Toronto  Convention 
and  Tourists'  Association,  Inc.  have 
both  assured  the  committee  that  every 
step  will  be  taken  to  arrange  for  the 
convenience  and  well  being  of  the  dele- 
gates. 

There  will  be  no  duty  on  exhibits 
sent  to  Canada  or  returning  to  the 
United  States.  There  will  be  a  duty, 
however,  on  advertising  matter,  sam- 
ples and  souvenirs  but  any  duty  thus 
imposed  will  be  paid  by  the  Conven- 
tion and  Tourists'  Association.  Special 
arrangements  will  be  made  so  that 
blind  persons  who  travel  with  guide 
dogs  will  have  no  difficulty  in  meeting 
any  requirements  imposed  by  the 
Dominion  of  Canada. 
♦ 

Telephones  for  the  Blind 

To  blind  shut-ins,  the  telephone  is  an 
indispensable  human  necessity.  Indeed, 
it  is  as  important  as  the  family  physi- 
cian and  police,  for  without  a  telephone 
many  of  the  blind  cannot  summon 
either  to  their  aid. 

This  fact  has  been  brought  to  the  at- 
tention of  the  Braille  Institute  quite 
forcibly  in  recent  months  by  its  home 
teachers  who  visit  the  homes  of  the 
adult  blind  to  give  them  instruction  in 
reading  and  writing  raised  print  and 
other  instruction  necessary  to  their  re- 
adjustment and  rehabilitation. 

In  many  instances,  these  blind  per- 
sons are  left  at  home  all  day  alone, 
while  other  members  of  the  family  are 
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employed  earning  a  livelihood.  To  such 
a  telephone  would  surely  be  a  godsend 
as  well  as  protection  in  cases  of  acci- 
dent, fire  and  other  casualties  that 
might  happen  any  time  in  any  well 
regulated  home. 

Therefore,  the  Braille  Institute  of 
America,  through  its  department  of  so- 
cial welfare,  is  taking  steps  to  make  it 
possible,  through  the  properly  organ- 
ized channels,  for  the  blind  to  have 
telephones  at  specially  reduced  rates. 
If  this  can  be  done  it  will  be  a  means  of 
removing  from  them  another  form  of 
limitation  and  fear. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  some  years 
ago  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commis- 
sion granted  railways  the  privilege  of 
carrying  a  blind  person  and  his  guide 
on  one  full  fare,  which  privilege  was 
also  granted  to  the  railroads  within  the 
State  of  California  by  the  Legislature 
in  1935,  it  seems  reasonable  that  some 
of  the  indispensable  public  utilities 
might  be  enjoyed  more  freely  by  the 
blind  who  cannot  afford  to  pay  the  full 
rates. 

♦ 

A  Plan  to  Furnish  Radios 

Radios  for  blind  shut-ins  are  perhaps 
the  biggest  boon  to  their  social  ad- 
vancement and  well-being  that  has 
come  their  way  since  the  invention  and 
perfecting  of  Braille  printing. 

Through  a  questionnaire  recently 
sent  out  by  the  Braille  Institute  of 
America,  Inc.,  to  the  blind  in  Los  An- 
geles and  adjoining  cities,  requests  for 
more  than  125  radios  for  the  blind  who 
do  not  have  them,  and  who  cannot 
afford  to  buy  them,  have  been  received 
by  the  Institute. 

To  meet  this  need  a  cooperative  plan 
has  been  arranged  through  Eastern,  of 
Los  Angeles,  whereby  persons  contem- 
plating the  purchase  of  new  radios 
may  turn  in  their  old  ones  at  standard 
trade-in  values,  to  be  re-serviced  by  the 
firm  and  given  to  the  Braille  Institute 


for  free  distribution  to  the  blind. 

After  the  blind  who  do  not  have 
radios  have  been  supplied,  the  plan  will 
then  include  the  blind  who  have  obso- 
lete models  or  models  that  are  not  in 
good  working  condition. 

That  this  growing  number  of  blind 
persons  who  need  radios  may  not  be 
disappointed,  the  Braille  Institute  ex- 
presses the  hope  that  the  sighted  peo- 
ple will  take  advantage  of  this  fine  op- 
portunity, which  the  Institute  will  ex- 
plain in  full  to  all  who  inquire,  either 
by  telephone  or  letter. 
♦ 

California's  White  Cane  Law 

Judging  by  results,  California's 
White  Cane  Law,  reported  fully  in  the 
January  issue  of  this  magazine,  is  not 
understood  by  motorists  and  pedestri- 
ans alike.  Apparently,  many  do  not  yet 
know  that  there  is  such  a  law,  while 
more  do  not  realize  that  it  applies  to 
the  sighted  pedestrian  as  well  as  the 
motorist  or  driver  of  any  vehicle. 

In  other  words,  pedestrians  with 
sight,  using  our  streets  or  sidewalks, 
are  required  by  this  law  to  give  the 
right-of-way  to  any  blind  person  carry- 
ing a  white  cane,  or  white  tipped  with 
red,  and  to  exercise  every  precaution 
for  his  protection  against  harm  or  in- 
jury. Very  often,  people  standing  or 
walking  on  the  sidewalks  cause  the 
blind  pedestrian  to  find  his  way  with 
difficulty  and  sometimes  at  the  risk  of 
injuring  himself  by  stepping  off  the 
walk  into  the  street  or  running  into 
lamp  posts,  etc.,  all  because  these  in- 
nocent bystanders  or  unobservant 
pedestrians  fail  to  step  aside  so  that  the 
blind  person  can  steer  straight  ahead. 
Remember,  nearly  every  time  you 
cause  a  blind  person  to  vary  from  his 
general  course,  to  get  out  of  your  way, 
you  cause  him  to  lose  his  bearing, 
which  confuses  him,  figuratively  set- 
ting him  on  the  high  seas  without  a 
compass. 
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In  the  interest  of  the  sighted  public, 
as  well  as  the  blind,  "Light"  quotes 
again  from  the  law,  as  follows : 

"Sec.  2.  Any  pedestrian  who  is  not 
wholly  or  partially  blind,  or  any  driver 
of  a  vehicle  who  approaches  or  comes 
in  contact  with  a  person  wholly  or  par- 
tially blind,  carrying  a  cane  or  walking 
stick  white  in  color,  or  white  tipped 
with  red,  shall  immediately  come  to  a 
full  stop  and  take  such  precautions  be- 
fore proceeding  as  may  be  necessary 
to  avoid  accident  or  injury  to  the  per- 
son wholly  or  partially  blind." 

DIRECTORY 

Business  and  Professional  Blind 

CLUB  AND  AFTER-DINNER 
SPEAKING 

THOMAS  S.  BUTLER.  1653  Shatto  St.,  Los  An- 
geles,  Phone  Exposition  8359. 

INSURANCE 

KENNETH  E.  MARSHALL,  Fire,  Automobile, 
Liability,  Plate  Glass,  Jewelry  and  Fur  Floaters  In- 
surance, 357%  North  Beverly  Dr.,  Beverly  Hills, 
Phone  WOodbury  61444. 

PHYSIO-THERAPY  AND  MASSAGE 

VICTOR  EGBERT,  1004  W.  53rd  St.,  Los  An- 
ge'es.  For  appointment  call  PLeasant  8172  or  Twin 
Oaks   1412. 


VIOLIN  MAKER 

CHARLES    H.    BAKER, 
(rear),   Tulare,   Calif.,   P.   O. 


Res.:    630    South   "E"   St. 
Address  Tulare,   Box  872. 


NOVELTIES 

A.  B.  A.  BRIDGE  SERVICE,  160  East  105th  St., 
New  York  City,  New  York.  Owned  and  operated  by 
the  blind.  Playing  Cards,  Bridge  Accessories,  Personal 
Stationery,    Greeting   Cards,   etc.     Price  list   on   request. 


Plugging  for  Our  Advertisers 

Now  that  spring  is  here,  and  summer 
rapidly  approaching,  you  may  be  think- 
ing of  taking  your  vacation  in  a  new 
car.  If  so,  let  the  Paul  G.  Hoffman 
Company  show  you  their  line.  They 
can  fix  you  up  with  exactly  the  car  you 
need. 

Having  made  this  purchase,  first 
drive  it  to  a  General  Petroleum  service 
station  and  "Mobilize  with  Mobilgas 
and  Mobiloil." 

Then  you  will  want  insurance,  so 
drive  to  one  of  our  blind  insurance  ad- 
vertisers for  full  coverage. 

Yes,  and  likely  you  ladies  will  want 
special  spring  bonnets  for  the  trip.  The 
Claire  Shop  has  "the  right  hat  at  the 
right  price"  and  a  complete  line  at  any 
price. 

Before  you  leave  the  city  stop  at  the 
Braille  Institute  for  a  supply  of  this 
magazine  to  distribute  on  your  way. 
Leave  copies  at  the  hotels  where  you 
stop  and  tell  the  management  that  an 
advertisement  in  "Light"  will  bring 
other  motorists  to  their  hostelries. 

Again  we  remind  all  readers  that  the 
patronage  of  our  advertisers  makes  the 
publication  of  "Light"  possible,  thus 
rendering  an  indirect  service  to  the 
blind  of  the  nation  and  world  im- 
possible to  calculate. 


Claffey     Do  You  Realize  the  Importance  of  Your  Hat: 

SELECT 


Clarry 

CHAPEAUXJ 


LOS    ANGELES 
New  York    -     Paris 


The  Right  One  at  the  Right  Price 

from  the 


CLAIRE    M  ILLINERY 

VAndike  3414 
Seventh  at  Hope  Los  Angeles 


EllllimAKHl  +  Hia 
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Unly  Car  Having 


The  l\[ew  Automatic  Hill  Holder. . 


HERE  is  one  of  the  biggest  little  things  ever 
introduced  for  motoring  pleasure.  No 
more  "anxious  moments"  when  you  stop  your 
car  on  an  upgrade  and  begin  jiggling  clutch, 
brakes,  gears  and  accelerator  all  at  once  to 
keep  from  backing  into  the  car  behind. 

Come  in  and  try  it!  It's  uncanny!  The  whole 
operation  is  purely  automatic— no  buttons- 
no  levers— no  pedals  — no  noise  — no  jerk.  You 
merely  press  the  brake  and  clutch  pedals  as 
you  have  always  done  when  stopping.  The 


Hill  Holder  automatically  comes  into  play. 
The  car  stops— stays  stopped  until  you  release 
the  clutch  to  move  forward  again. 

The  Hill  Holder  is  an  exclusive  Studebaker 
feature.  No  other  cars,  at  any  price,  have  it. 
But,  important  as  the  Hill  Holder  is,  it  is  only 
one  of  97  definitely  new  features  of  the  1936 
Studebakers.  Come  in!  See  for  yourself!  Get  a 
pleasant  surprise  when  we  tell  you  how  much 
less  these  beautiful  new  cars  cost. 

Visit  our  most  convenient  store  tomorrow. 


Investigate  the  Paul  G.  Hoffman  Company  Time  Payment  Plan. 
0        We  Handle  All  Our  Own  Paper . . .  Everything  Confidential 


Paul  G.  Hoffman  Co.  Inc. 


240  North  Market  Street,  Inglewood       ccwcki-ru  c      r  r»  s\  a      2027  South  Figueroa  Street,  Los  Angeles 

6116  Hollywood  Boulevard,  Hollywood       SEVENTH  and   FIGUEROA     9672  Wilshire  Boulevard,  Beverly  Hills 
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OUR  OWN  WHO'S  WHO 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  members 
of  the  Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc., 
held  March  3,  Mr.  C.  L.  Whitehead, 
nominated  as  a  trustee  to  succeed  Mr. 
Edwin  L.  Gardner  who  wished  to  re- 
tire from  active  service,  was  unani- 
mously elected  for  the  ensuing  year. 
The  Institute  is  fortunate  in  obtaining 
the  interest  and  service  of  Mr.  White- 
head in  this  capacity  as  the  following 
brief  information  indicates  clearly. 


Mr.  Whitehead  is  a  member  of  the 
law  firm  of  Chenoweth  &  Whitehead. 
For  several  years  he  was  counsel  for 
the  Veterans'  Administration  and  had 
under  his  supervision  over  1,000  dis- 
abled veterans  of  the  World  War  un- 
der guardianship.  He  has  been  active 
in  veterans'  and  fraternal  affairs  in  Los 
Angeles  County,  having  served  as  com- 
mander of  American  Legion  Post  No. 
470.  He  is  also  past  master  of  Masonic 
Lodge  No.  678. 

On  graduating  from  Louisiana  State 
University  in  1914,  Mr.  Whitehead  re- 
ceived the  degree  of  B.  A.  and  L.  L.  D. 
In  that  same  year  he  was  admitted  to 
the  Bar  in  Louisiana.  He  served  with 
the  87th  Division  in  France  during  the 
World  War. 


ANNUAL  MEETING 
(Continued  from  Page  9) 

Braille  typewriter;  initiation  of  plans 
for  publishing  a  practical  abridged  dic- 
tionary in  Braille;  origination  and  per- 
fection of  Moon  printing  on  both  sides 
of  the  paper  by  the  "inter-lining"  proc- 
ess, saving  25%  in  cost  and  volume; 
development  of  "interpointing"  in  the 
printing  of  Braille  books,  whereby  both 
volume  and  production  cost  have  been 
reduced  from  30%  to  40%  ;  initiation 
of  a  plan  presented  to  the  Western 
Passenger  Agents'  Association,  where- 
by the  railroads  might  be  permitted  to 
carry  a  blind  person  and  guide  on  one 
full  fare  ticket ;  and  initiation  of  Federal 
legislation  which  appropriates  $100,000* 
a  year  to  the  Library  of  Congress  to 
furnish  literature  in  raised  print  to  li- 
braries throughout  the  nation,  for  the 
use  of  the  blind. 

Membership  in  the  Institute  includes 
men  and  women  of  prominence 
throughout  the  nation,  as  well  as  many 
enterprising,  successful  blind  men  and 
women  who,  in  spite  of  their  handicap, 
have  become  both  resourceful  and  self- 
reliant.  During  the  year  122  new  mem- 
bers were  added. 

Copies  of  the  reports  as  condensed 
will  be  supplied  on  request  to  "Light" 
readers. 

BLIND  WRESTLERS  WIN 
SALEM  (Or.)  March  28— The  State 
School  for  the  Blind  here  has  a  wres- 
tling team  which  has  defeated  teams  in 
possession  of  all  their  faculties  on  an 
equal  basis. 

^  — D.  A.  Times.  March  29,  1936. 


SHARING  EYES  AND  HANDS 
Two  students  at  Chicago-Kent  Col- 
lege of  Law  believe  in  cooperation. 
They  met  when  one,  who  is  armless, 
guided  the  other,  who  is  blind,  down  a 
flight  of  steps.  They  pooled  physical  re- 
sources. The  blind  freshman  takes 
Braille  notes  on  lectures,  later  tran- 
scribing them  on  a  typewriter,  and  the 
armless  one  reads  to  his  blind  colleague. 
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UNITED 
PRINTING 
COMPANY 

^Printers 


Books,  Magazines,  Tariffs 
Fine  Color  Printing 

430  Boyd  Street 
Michigan  1873  Los  Angeles 


BRAILLE  WINS 

In  the  January  issue  of  this  magazine 
we  told  our  readers  about  a  race  horse 
at  Santa  Anita  named  "Braille",  owned 
by  Mrs.  H.  C.  Hunt  and  ridden  by 
Jockey  Eye. 

We  quote  from  that  article :  "Eye 
and  his  mount,  Braille,  haven't  scored 
a  victory  yet  in  these  races  but  they 
are  still  in  the  race  and,  if  the  horse  is 
at  all  worthy  of  his  namesake,  we  pre- 
dict that  he  will  some  day  nose  under 
the  wire  far  ahead  of  his  competitors, 
just  as  Louis  Braille  finally  led  the  race 
in  the  field  of  embossed  printing  by 
surpassing  and  superseding  all  other 
methods." 

Since  then,  that  prediction  has  come 
true.  Recently  Braille  came  down  the 
home  stretch  at  Bay  Meadows  for  a 
sweeping  victory  against  great  odds 
which  undoubtedly  gladdened  the 
hearts  of  horse,  owner  and  rider. 


Established    1916 


"The  Old  Original" 

PIONEER  WATERPROOFING  AND 
ROOF  CO.,  Ltd. 

Durable  Roofings  and  Shingles 

Repairing    -    Painting    -    Composition  ROOFS 

Re-Roofing    -    Aluminum  Spraying    -    Shingle  ROOFS 

Free  Estimates,  Expert  Workmanship,  Responsibility  Guarantees,  Time  Payments 

VAndike  4523  608  MATEO  STREET 

Glendale   Branch — Call  Operator   for   Douglas    8221 
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Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc. 


BOARD   OF  TRUSTEES 

Robert  A.  Odell,  President 

J.  Robert  Atkinson,  Vice-President  and  Manager 

W.  H.  Kindig,  Secretary 

Arthur  L.  Sonderegger,  Treasurer 


P.  A.  Be-Hannesey  Franklin  Lowney 

Hon.  Frank  C.  Collier  Cecil  L.  Whitehead 

Dr.  R.  W.  Whomes 


THE  Braille  Institute  of  America, 
Inc.,  was  chartered  under  the  laws 
of  the  State  of  California  on  the 
100th  anniversary  of  the  braille  system 
of  printing  for  the  blind,  as  a  memorial 
to  Louis  Braille,  of  France,  (1806-1852), 
who  made  it  possible  for  the  blind  to 
write  as  well  as  read. 

This  explains  the  prominence  given 
to  the  word  Braille  in  the  Institute's 
name,  and  the  practical  omission  there- 
from of  any  word  which  has  a  direct 
bearing  on  welfare  work  for  the  blind. 

The  Institute  is  a  national  non-profit 
agency  devoted  to  the  social,  industrial 
and  literary  advancement  of  the  blind, 
with  headquarters  at  741  North  Ver- 
mont Avenue,  Los  Angeles,  California. 

It  was  established  to  acquire  the 
assets  and  activities  of  the  Universal 
Braille  Press,  founded  in  1919  by  J. 
Robert  Atkinson,  with  the  assistance 
of  philanthropic  friends. 

Governed  by  a  board  of  trustees 
elected  annually  by  the  members,  and 
established  to  receive  and  expend  gifts 
and  endowments  for  the  welfare  of  the 
blind,  it  ranks  among  the  nation's  lead- 
ing institutions  in  the  field  of  philan- 
thropy, thereby  affording  an  outlet  for 
the  benevolence  of  all  who  wish  to  help 
those  handicapped  by  physical  blind- 
ness. 

The  nation's  blind  population  is  esti- 
mated at  120,000,  of  whom  90  per  cent 
lost  their  sight  after  reaching  maturity. 
To  the   latter,    the   doors   of   tax-sup- 


ported schools  for  the  education  of  the 
youthful  blind  are  closed. 

Blind  adults  everywhere  are  appeal- 
ing to  the  Braille  Institute  for  help  and 
counsel.  They  recognize  in  the  Insti- 
tute, founded  by  a  blind  man,  a  bond  of 
sympathy  and  leadership  on  which  to 
anchor  hope. 

The  Braille  Institute  of  America's 
activities  include : 

1)  A  Bureau  of  Business  Placement 
and  Guidance,  to  find  occupations  or 
business  locations  for  the  employable 
blind ; 

2)  A  Bureau  of  Social  Welfare,  to 
assist  the  blind  who  for  good  reasons 
cannot  be  rehabilitated  for  gainful  oc- 
cupation ; 

3)  Free  instruction  in  reading  and 
writing  raised  print,  in  typewriting  and 
lessons  in  self-reliance ; 

4)  Sponsorship  of  books  and  maga- 
zines for  the  blind,  on  a  non-profit 
basis,  and  free  to  those  unable  to  pay; 

5)  Free  library  service  to  the  blind 
of  the  nation.  This  library  is  one  of  the 
25  regional  libraries  which  distributes 
literature  published  by  the  United 
States  government  and  supplied 
through  the  Library  of  Congress. 

The  Institute  publishes  three  month- 
ly magazines  as  follows:  "March  of 
Events,"  a  digest  of  world  news,  printed 
in  braille;  "The  Braille  Mirror,"  a 
panorama  of  world  affairs,  printed  in 
braille ;  "New  Moon,"  printed  in  Moon 
type,  containing  a  digest  of  current 
events. 

The  Institute's  activities  are  sus- 
tained through  voluntary  contributions, 
endowments,  and  the  sale  of  member- 
ships, as  follows :  Participating  mem- 
ber, $3  per  annum;  Patron  member,  $5 
per  annum;  Supporting  member,  $10 
per  annum;  Contributing  member,  $25 
per  annum ;  Associate  member,  $50  per 
annum;  Sustaining  member,  $100  per 
annum;  Life  member,  $1,000. 
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ECONOMIC  ADVANCEMENT  FOR  THE  BLIND 


(Randolph-Sheppard  Bill  Made  Law) 


THROUGH  passage  by  Congress 
of  the  Randolph-Sheppard  Blind 
Employment  Bill,  which  became  law 
on  June  20,  when  it  received  President 
Roosevelt's  signature,  hundreds  of  blind 
persons  will  in  time  enter  the  business 
world  as  retailers,  and  many  others  may 
be  rehabilitated  for  gainful  occupations 
in  the  trades  and  professions.  As  ex- 
plained in  previous  issues  of  this  maga- 
zine, this  law  provides  that  blind  per- 
sons, properly  accredited,  shall  be  privi- 
leged to  operate  stands  in  Federal  build- 
ings for  vending  confectionery,  tobacco, 
magazines  and  newspapers. 

Passage  of  the  law  climaxes  a  long, 
gruelling  struggle  through  several  years 
of  attempted  legislation  of  a  similar  na- 
ture, championed  by  the  blind  themselves 
and  a  few  institutions  engaged  in  better- 
ing their  social  and  economic  welfare. 
Many  there  are  who  believe  that  this  is 
the  most  constructive  piece  of  legislation 
ever  enacted  to  enlarge  the  economic  op- 
portunities of  the  blind  and  therefore  it 
marks  another  victory  over  blindness  for 
those  so  handicapped. 

Foremost  in  the  ranks  of  those  respon- 
sible for  enactment  of  the  legislation  is 
The  Citizens  Welfare  Sightless  Commit- 
tee of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  under  the  chair- 
manship of  Leonard  A.  Robinson,  blind 
attorney  of  Cleveland.  Obviously,  the 
law  benefits  the  blind  of  Ohio  no  more 
than  the  blind  of  every  other  state  in  the 
Union  and  for  this  reason  alone  the  Com- 
mittee deserves  special  praise  for  their 
unselfish  efforts  in  the  expenditure  of 
time  and  substantial  sums  of  money  in 
its  behalf. 


Through  this  Committee's  efforts  sup- 
port was  obtained  for  the  measure  from 
the  American  Legion,  Veterans  of  For- 
eign Wars  and  Disabled  American  Vet- 
erans of  the  World  War,  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  and  the  Railway 
Labor  Executives'  Association.  Their 
active  sponsorship  of  the  bill,  together 
with  that  of  many  civic  and  service  clubs, 
and  blind  groups,  throughout  the  nation, 
was  an  important  factor  in  presenting  the 
merits  of  the  bill  to  Congress. 

Notwithstanding  bulletins  from  official 
sources,  by  no  means  did  all  agencies  for 
the  blind  support  this  measure.  Rather 
did  some  of  them  do  all  they  could  to 
defeat  it,  or  to  heckle  and  embarrass 
those  sponsoring  it  and  most  active  in 
its  passage.  But  this  is  only  to  their  dis- 
credit. It  shows  also  that  personal  am- 
bitions, petty  prejudices  and  opinions, 
when  unrestrained  and  unenlightened, 
blind  the  eyes  of  those  who  would  lead 
the  blind  out  of  bondage  into  social  and 
economic  freedom. 

In  this  connection,  the  Braille  Institute 
of  America,  Inc.,  modestly  claims  its 
share  of  credit,  for  as  is  well  known,  it 
has  for  the  last  four  years  been  one  of 
the  chief  champions,  if  not  the  leading 
institution  for  the  blind,  in  advocating 
such  legislation. 

A  debt  of  gratitude  is  also  due  to  Rep- 
resentative Randolph,  Senator  Sheppard 
and  many  other  members  of  Congress 
without  whose  support  the  bill  could  not 
have  been  made  law.  The  blind  of  the 
nation,  as  well  as  those  interested  in  their 
welfare,  especially  have  cause  to  thank 
Congressman    Randolph    for    his    clear, 
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concise  interpretation  of  the  law  for  his 
colleagues,  which  is  quoted  here  in  full 
from  the  Congressional  Record  for 
June  3: 

"Mr.  Speaker,  this  bill,  which  will  be- 
come a  law  as  soon  as  the  President 
affixes  his  signature  to  it,  will  be  a  god- 
send to  the  blind  of  the  United  States. 
As  the  House  of  Representatives  has 
unanimously  acted  today,  I  want  to 
take  this  opportunity  to  thank  each  and 
every  Member  for  his  sympathetic  un- 
derstanding of  the  blind  man's  prob- 
lems, and  for  making  it  possible  for  this 
legislation  to  become  a  law. 

"I  would  like  to  briefly  outline  the 
objectives  of  this  bill  in  order  to  show 
how  it  will  benefit  the  blind  of  the 
United  States. 

"This  bill,  which  permits  the  blind  to 
operate  news,  candy,  and  tobacco 
stands  in  Federal  buildings,  makes  it 
possible  for  the  blind  stand  operator 
not  only  to  earn  his  own  living  but  to 
demonstrate  to  the  public  that  a  person 
without  sight  can  earn  his  own  way 
through  life  if  only  given  the  oppor- 
tunity to  do  so. 

"It  has  been  said  that  the  greatest 
handicap  of  the  blind  is  not  physical 
blindness  but  rather  the  fact  that  the 
public  does  not  understand  what  a 
blind  person  can  do  if  only  given  a 
chance.  Thus,  each  stand  in  a  Federal 
building  operated  by  a  blind  person  will 
serve  as  a  model  lesson  to  society.  This 
legislation  also  provides  for  a  national 
survey  to  be  made  of  all  kinds  of  build- 
ings wherein  the  blind  might  be  given 
an  opportunity  to  operate  vending 
stands.  The  Federal  building  experi- 
ment will  thus  pave  the  way,  so  to 
speak,  for  thousands  of  such  oppor- 
tunities to  be  given  to  our  blind  citi- 
zens in  every  part  of  the  country. 

"Thus  the  taxpayers  of  the  United 
States  will  save  millions  of  dollars  an- 
nually by  the  removal  of  thousands  of 
rehabilitated  blind  persons  from  relief 
rolls.    But,  what  is  really  more  impor- 


tant, a  new  light  will  beam  from  the 
darkened  eyes  of  many  thousands  of 
our  sightless  citizens  whom  this  bill 
will  benefit  directly,  and  to  them  a  new 
lease  on  life  will  have  come  into  being. 
The  ambitious  blind  man  who  is  able 
to  earn  his  own  way  through  life,  if 
given  a  chance,  despises  the  dole. 

"Idleness  is  another  great  handicap 
for  the  blind.  To  them,  being  actively 
engaged  in  earning  a  livelihood  for 
themselves  and  for  their  dependents  is, 
like  beauty,  'a  joy  forever.' 

"A  survey  will  be  made,  through  pro- 
visions of  this  measure,  which  will 
show  the  positions  in  industries  of  our 
Nation  in  which  blind  persons  can  be 
gainfully  and  properly  employed.  There 
are  far-reaching  possibilities  for  good 
from  this  information.  It  will  be  the 
dawning  of  a  new  and  better  day  for 
those  who  cannot  see  but  who  desire 
to  earn  a  living  for  themselves  and  their 
dear  ones. 

"Rehabilitating  the  blind  has  always 
been  the  greatest  problem  which 
agencies  for  the  blind  of  this  country 
have  had  to  face.  This  bill  will  bring 
about  a  national,  uniform,  and  coordi- 
nate plan  of  rehabilitating  the  blind  of 
this  country.  This  will  be  accomplished 
by  bringing  into  closer  cooperation  the 
Federal  Vocational  Rehabilitation  Ser- 
vice and  its  affiliated  State  divisions  of 
rehabilitation  with  the  State  agencies 
for  the  blind.  The  benefits  and  experi- 
ments of  one  State  will  be  carried  over 
to  other  States,  and  thus  greater  effi- 
ciency and  economy  in  the  work  to  be 
done  will  result. 

"I  am  happy  to  have  had  the  privi- 
lege and  honor  to  sponsor  this  most 
worthy  bill  in  this  branch  of  Congress, 
and  I  know  that  Senator  Sheppard, 
who  worked  so  diligently  in  its  behalf 
in  the  Senate,  feels  the  same  about  it 
as  I  do.  I  also  am  deeply  grateful  for 
the  excellent  help  given  me  by  Leonard 
A.  Robinson,  blind  attorney  of  Cleve- 
(Continued  on  Page  16) 
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GEOMETRY— WITH  MODERN  IMPROVEMENTS 

By  JAMES  H.  COLLINS 


LET'S  see— geome- 
try is  the  science 
of  triangles  and 
such  things,  probably 
invented  by  the  Egyp- 
tians to  re-mark  their 
fields  after  the  annual 
rising  of  the  Nile. 

And  if  you  freeze 
music,  it  becomes  ar- 
chitecture, doesn't  it? 

Now,  suppose  a  boy 
who  has  been  blind 
from  birth,  and  is  mu- 
sical, wants  to  go  to 
college,  and  discovers 
that  he  must  qualify  in 
geometry — so  what? 

That  was  the  prob- 
lem of  Robert  Brere- 
ton,  at  fourteen,  and  while  he  might 
have  studied  geometry  from  Braille 
texts,  as  it  is  taught  to  the  blind,  he 
wanted  to  prepare  himself  for  college 
like  any  sighted  boy. 

So,  it  was  up  to  him  to  master  the 
triangles  with  some  kind  of  apparatus 
that  he  could  see  with  his  fingers,  get- 
ting the  same  knowledge  as  a  sighted 
boy  drawing  them  on  paper. 

He  used  pieces  of  string  for  a  start, 
and  was  helped  by  his  mother,  but  that 
didn't  work  out  very  well.  Other  make- 
shifts were  tried,  and  then  his  father, 
who  is  an  accountant,  tackled  the  prob- 
lem from  a  different  angle. 

He.  took  pieces  of  "Mechanico,"  that 
metal  stuff  with  which  boys  build  mini- 
ature power  shovels  and  tanks,  and 
constructed  a  circle  twenty  inches  in 
diameter.   Inside  that  circle  he  blocked 
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ROBERT   BRERETON 


off  angles  and  triangles 
a-plenty,  with  which 
Bobby  could  prove  his 
geometry  theorems 
abundantly,  so  well 
that,  without  the  aid 
of  blackboard  instruc- 
tion given  sighted  stu- 
dents, he  got  an  "A" 
in  geometry. 
*  *  * 

This  is,  however, 
really  just  a  side-show 
with  Bobby  Brereton. 
Music  is  what  he 
wants  to  study  as  his 
main  education,  and 
already  he  plays  piano 
and  violin.  His  parents 
back  him  up  in  that, 
provided  he  can  be  a  good  musician — 
if  he  can't  hold  an  audience  regardless 
of  his  handicap,  they  say,  then  he'd  bet- 
ter make  something  else  out  of  himself. 
Several  years  ago,  when  Bobby  was 
much  younger,  he  came  to  the  Braille 
Institute  open  house  receptions,  and 
played  the  piano,  read  stories  in  Braille, 
and  was  a  star  performer.  He  knew 
things  like  geography,  too — shuffle  the 
cut-out  map  of  the  United  States  and 
hand  it  to  him,  and  he  quickly  put  the 
forty-eight  states  together. 

Bobby  was  born  in  Arizona,  but  now 
lives  in  Berkeley,  California. 

From  kindergarten  days,  his  parents, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  H.  Brereton,  decided 
to  make  his  education  as  near  that  of  a 
sighted  boy  as  possible,  and  when  he 
began  picking  out  on  the  piano  songs 
he  had  heard  at  school,  his  musical  edu- 
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cation  began  with  Braille,  at  the  Cali- 
fornia School  for  the  Blind,  where  he 
played  in  the  orchestra. 

Now,  he  studies,  without  score,  his 
piano  teacher,  Alma  Schmidt  Kennedy, 
dictating  the  music  while  he  sounds  the 
notes  on  the  piano.  She  plays  over  the 
most  difficult  passages.  Mrs.  Kennedy 
was  the  teacher  of  the  child  pianist, 
Ruth  Slenczynski. 

At  a  recent  recital,  Bobby  played  a 
Beethoven  sonata,  and  works  by  Bach, 
Schumann,  Grieg,  Mendelssohn  and 
Schubert. 

He  is  also  studying  violin  with  Nat- 
alie Bigelow,  and  his  teachers  say  that 
he  has  a  memory  of  almost  phenomenal 
accuracy  and  retentiveness,  making  it 
possible  to  teach  him  by  these  individ- 
ual methods. 

Next  fall,  Bobby  will  enter  the  11th 
grade  at  University  High  School,  tak- 
ing  a   college-required    course,   and  it 


was  for  this  that  he  acquired  geometry 
by  the  unusual  method.  With  his  moth- 
er's help,  he  has  studied  German  and 
Spanish,  she  copying  regular  exercises 
into  Braille.  German  is,  just  now,  his 
favorite  high  school  subject. 

The  spirit  of  play  is  strong  in  Bobby 
Brereton.  He  follows  football  and  base- 
ball either  at  the  games  or  by  radio,  and 
gets  a  great  kick  out  of  both.  He  plays 
a  good  game  of  pinochle  or  dominos 
with  Braille  cards  or  blocks,  and  wins 
more  often  than  he  loses. 

In  fact,  Bobby  Brereton  is  the  young 
generation  among  the  blind.  For  he 
seeks  difficulties  instead  of  asking  the 
sighted  world  to  adapt,  and  means  to 
use  all  the  educational  advantages 
available  to  him,  so  that  he  may  make 
a  career  of  his  own. 

And  so  well,  that  the  world  will  not 
think  of  his  handicap — if  indeed  it  dis- 
covers it  at  all. 
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Members,  contributors,  and  friends  who  intend  to 
leave  bequests  in  their  wills  to  Braille  Institute  of 
America,  Inc.,  are  earnestly  urged  to  exercise  care  in 
using  this  name  clearly. 

More  than  once  in  recent  years,  we  have  lost  be- 
quests or  been  obliged  to  go  to  considerable  trouble 
to  prove  our  rights,  just  because  the  name  was  not 
clearly  designated. 

So,  again  we  ask  our  friends  please  to  remember: 

1.  Our  legal,  corporate  name  is  "Braille  Institute 
of  America,  Inc." 

2.  Our  headquarters  is  at  741  North  Vermont 
Avenue,  Los  Angeles,  California. 

3.  We  have  no  branch  offices  and  are  not  affiliated 
officially  with  any  other  organization  for  the  blind. 

4.  We  are  the  largest  private  institution  for  the 
blind  west  of  the  Mississippi  River. 

5.  We  are  adequately  equipped  and  efficiently  or- 
ganized to  cope  intelligently  with  the  problems  hav- 
ing to  do  with  rehabilitation  of  the  blind. 

Suitable  forms  for  bequests  or  devise  in  will,  or 
codicils,  are  printed  on  page  15.  Additional  forms 
may  be  obtained  upon  application  at  the  Braille  Insti- 
tute by  letter  or  telephone. 
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GUIDE  DOGS 


SO  frequently  are  we  asked  for  infor- 
mation as  to  the  practicability  of 
the  so-called  guide  dogs  for  the 
blind  that  it  seems  now  is  the  time  to 
deal  with  the  subject.  In  so  doing,  no 
better  authority  as  to  the  success  of  the 
enterprise  can  be  cited  from  our  records 
than  the  results  realized  by  advocates 
of  the  plan  in  Germany,  where  the  idea 
was  first  introduced. 

In  this  connection,  the  following  is 
quoted  from  St.  Dunstan's  Review,  pub- 
lished by  St.  Dunstan's  for  Blinded 
Soldiers,  Sailors  and  Airmen  (in  asso- 
ciation with  the  British  Legion),  Inner 
Circle,  Regent's  Park,  London.  In  Chair- 
man's Notes  of  the  April  1936  issue, 
edited  by  Ian  Fraser,  appears  the  fol- 
lowing information  apparently  written 
by  Capt.  Fraser  while  visiting  in  Ger- 
many : 

"Out  of  the  3,600  total  about  1,500 
have  guide  dogs.  Those  who  live  in  the 
country  use  them  a  great  deal,  but  they 
are  not  now  using  them  much  in  the 
towns.  Five  years  ago  we  saw  many 
dogs  in  Berlin;  we  saw  none  being  used 
as  guides  this  time." 

If,  as  is  here  indicated,  guide  dogs  for 
practical  purposes  have  been  abandoned 
in  Germany,  after  years  of  experience 
and  special  training,  it  would  seem  that 
their  continuance  in  any  nation  should 
be  regarded  seriously. 

Frequently,  the  idea  of  guide  dogs 
for  the  blind  takes  the  public  by  storm, 
like  some  magic  wonder.  In  a  few  com- 
munities, service  clubs,  civic  groups 
and  society  in  general  have  contributed 
generously  to  supply  such  dogs  to  the 
blind,  usually  without  giving  to  the  ap- 
peal presented  the  thought  it  so  justly 
deserves.  Under  this  magic  spell,  some- 


times dogs  have  been  given  to  the  blind 
who  are  themselves  on  relief,  and  who, 
therefore,  are  not  able  to  feed  the  dogs 
properly.  Therefore,  from  the  humane 
viewpoint,  wholly  aside  from  the  desir- 
ability and  practicability,  thoughtful 
consideration  should  be  given  before 
dogs  are  furnished. 

As  a  watchful  companion  and  friend, 
devoted  to  his  master,  the  dog  is  per- 
haps the  most  faithful  of  all  creatures. 


7 


8 


LIGHT 


Yes,  there  are  some  who  go  farther,  so 
far  as  to  say  he  excels  humankind  in 
this  respect.  For  long  strolls  in  the 
country  or  for  use  in  small  towns,  guide 
dogs  may  be  a  godsend  to  many  blind 
shut-ins.  But  for  use  in  metropolitan 
areas,  in  guiding  the  owner  to  elevators 
and  to  destinations  in  office  buildings 
and  business  houses,  the  dog,  as  a  guide 
to  a  blind  person,  is  impractical,  some- 
times impossible  and  usually  burden- 
some baggage — to  the  owner  as  well  as 
to  the  public  and  the  business  man 
upon  whom  the  blind  visitor  may  be 
calling. 

Obviously,  he  cannot  guide  the  blind 
owner  to  the  elevator,  or  to  the  office 
in  the  building  for  the  reason  that  he  is 
helpless  unless  the  owner  knows  where 
he  is  going.  This,  he  cannot  be  sure  of 
inside  any  building  with  which  he  is 
not  familiar  enough  to  find  his  way 
without  the  dog.  Often,  in  such  cases, 
the  friendly  hand  of  the  bystander,  al- 
ways only  too  glad  to  help,  finds  the 
problem  more  complicated  because  of 
the  dog. 

These  dogs  are  usually  beautiful,  de- 
voted, lovable  creatures,  but  not  al- 
ways enough  so  to  influence  the  busi- 
ness man  or  the  hostess  to  welcome 
them  in  office  or  home,  judging  by  re- 
ports. 

This  theory  seems  to  be  implied  in 
part  by  Capt.  Fraser's  discovery  that 
of  the  1,500  German  blind  who  now 
have  guide  dogs  most  of  them  live  in 
the  country,  there  seldom  being  any 
seen  in  the  towns. 

It  is  also  gradually  becoming  evident 
in  this  country,  where  the  dogs  have 


been  fairly  tested,  according  to  some  of 
the  owners  themselves.  As  this  was 
written,  a  guide  dog  owner  visited  the 
office  of  the  Braille  Institute  of  Amer- 
ica, Inc.,  seeking  assistance  from  its 
department  of  business  placement  and 
guidance.  He  voluntarily  said  that  if 
he  had  it  to  do  over  again,  after  several 
years  experience  with  his  dog,  to  which 
he  is  devoted  as  a  companion,  he 
wouldn't  ,buy,  or  accept  as  a  gift,  an- 
other one. 

In  the  first  place,  the  term  "guide 
dog"  is  a  misnomer.  The  dog,  however 
efficiently  trained,  does  not  guide  its 
blind  owner.  Rather  does  the  owner 
guide  the  dog.  That  is,  the  blind  man 
must  use  his  head  continually ;  he  must 
know  where  he  wants  to  go  and  how  to 
get  there,  the  street  name  and  number, 
and  how  many  streets  there  are  in  his 
path  to  cross.  He  must  keep  his  sense 
of  direction  and  his  head,  too,  or  both 
he  and  his  dog  will  be  lost  if  not 
rescued. 

After  all  is  said  and  done,  these  dogs 
are  not  a  paramount  need  and  their 
practical  usefulness  to  the  blind  is 
questionable  in  the  light  of  factual  con- 
ditions. There  are  exceptions,  of  course, 
but  these  are  very  rare.  So  far,  we 
know  of  but  few  blind  persons  who  use 
the  guide  dog  practicably  for  business 
purposes. 

If,  therefore,  as  was  recently  an- 
nounced over  a  Los  Angeles  radio  sta- 
tion, it  costs  nearly  $1,000  to  breed  and 
train  each  dog  and  to  teach  the  blind 
person  to  use  it,  then  the  so-called 
"guide  dog"  is  indeed  a  luxury  in  view 
of  other  imperative  needs  of  the  blind. 


RADIOS 


FORTUNATELY, 
blindness  presents  no 
barrier  to  the  radio. 
Almost  instantly,  it  pene- 
trates for  the  blind  shut- 
in  the  wall  of  blindness 
which  had  previously 
seemed  so  defiant  and 
opaque,  bringing  to  him 
the  outside  world  of 
music,  drama  and  culture. 

Through  the  generosi- 
ty of  the  Eastern  Out- 
fitting Company,  Los 
Angeles,  the  Braille  In- 
stitute of  America,  Inc., 
was  instrumental  in  sup- 
plying upwards  of  sev- 
enty-five radios  to  blind 
residents  of  the  communi- 
ty within  recent  months. 

Under  the  plan,  East- 
ern's customers  who  pur- 
chased radios  were  al- 
lowed liberal  trade-in 
values  on  their  old  sets 
and  in  turn  these  sets 
were  fully  re-conditioned 
and  turned  over  to  the 
Braille  Institute  free  of 
charge  for  distribution  to  the  blind. 

This  cooperation  on  the  part  of  East- 
ern represents  the  equivalent  of  a  sub- 
stantial cash  contribution  to  the  Braille 
Institute  radio  fund  and  it  is  a  kindness 
that  will  not  soon  be  forgotten  either 
by  the  Institute  or  the  blind  benefited. 

In  addition,  several  new  radios  have 
been  placed  through  the  kindness  of 
friends  contributing  funds  for  that 
specific  purpose.  In  one  instance  a 
radio  was  fitted  with  headphones  so 
that  the  blind  recipient  who  was  also 


PRESENTATION  OF  A  RADIO 

Miss  Ellen  Wesble,  Mr.  A.  R.  Giffard  (representing 

Eastern)  and  Mr.  J.  Robert  Atkinson 

partially  deaf  might  enjoy  the  set  in  the 
home  without  annoying  others.  In  an- 
other case,  a  special  set  was  installed 
in  a  home  where  there  was  no  electrical 
current. 

Several  radios  have  also  been  re- 
paired by  the  Institute  for  those  who 
could  not  afford  the  cost.  That  this  ser- 
vice is  appreciated  by  the  blind  is  clear- 
ly indicated  in  the  following  extract 
from  a  letter  received  from  a  man  and 
wife,  both  of  whom  are  blind,  whose 
(Continued  on  Page  16) 
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Published  quarterly  by  Braille  Institute  of 
America,  Inc.,  741  North  Vermont  Avenue, 
Los  Angeles,  California.        /        1        1        i 

To  acquaint  the  public  with  the  problems 
of  the  physically  blind,  what  they  are  doing 
to  help  themselves,  and  how  society  can  help 
them  through  this  institution. 

Rate:  two  dollars  a  year.  The  subscription 
revenue  is  used  in  service  to  the  physically 
blind. 
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Indebted 

Lionism,  whose  major  service  is  wel- 
fare of  the  blind,  has,  in  recent  years, 
contributed  much  towards  their  social 
and  economic  advancement. 

Usually  such  contributions  consist  of 
assistance  by  local  dens,  given  direct  to 
the  blind  of  their  respective  communi- 
ties, in  the  form  of  benefits  too  numer- 
ous to  mention,  but  which  meet  urgent, 
specific  needs. 

Often,  however,  dens  have  assisted 
their  local  agencies  engaged  in  work 
for  the  blind  by  responding  financially 
or  otherwise  to  appeals  for  help. 

In  this  respect,  the  Braille  Institute 
of  America,  Inc.  is  deeply  indebted  to 
various  Lions  Clubs  throughout  the 
nation.  Recently,  our  indebtedness  has 
been  increased  through  a  substantial 
contribution  from  the  Beverly  Hills 
Club,  following  a  luncheon  talk  given 
by  Tom  Butler,  blind  club  and  after 
dinner  speaker,  and  member  of  the  In- 
stitute's Bureau  of  Public  Relations. 

Gratitude  is  also  due  the  Huntington 
Park  Lions  Club  for  substantial  con- 
tributions in  recent  months. 

In  acknowledging  with  thanks  this 
generosity,  we  say  to  the  Lions  of 
Beverly  Hills  and  Huntington  Park,  in 
behalf    of    the    blind,    "We    like    your 


roar!"  Instead  of  terror  it  bespeaks 
tenderness  and  brotherly  love  to  the 
blind  wherever  Lionism  reigns. 

♦ 

The  Great  Need 

The  one  factor  which  perhaps  is  most 
responsible  for  the  fetters  which  still 
hold  the  physically  blind  in  bondage  to 
limitation  and  lack  is  misunderstand- 
ing. Misinformation,  as  to  the  needs 
and  resourcefulness  of  the  blind,  is  too 
frequently  responsible  for  most  of  this 
misunderstanding. 

In  many  communities,  either  the  pub- 
lic are  not  informed  at  all  ,or  else  they 
are  misinformed.  Therefore,  the  great 
need  today  in  welfare  work  for  the 
blind  is  for  enlightened  public  opinion, 
necessary  to  the  foundation  of  a  happy 
meeting  ground  whereon  the  sightless 
and  sighted  may  mingle  and  better  un- 
derstand each  other. 

Lack  of  adequate  facilities  in  bring- 
ing to  the  public  correct  information, 
relative  to  the  needs  of  the  blind,  has 
in  many  cases  retarded  progress.  This 
is  because  institutions  for  the  blind 
seldom  have  funds  for  the  dissemina- 
tion of  facts  concerning  the  blind,  or  for 
publicizing  institutional  activities. 
While  the  use  of  limited  funds  for  this 
purpose  is  necessary  to  the  successful 
advancement  of  any  worthy  cause, 
nevertheless,  all  reputable  institutions 
for  the  blind  have  felt  that  direct  ser- 
vice to  the  blind  is  their  first  duty. 

Therefore,  until  "Light"  was 
launched  a  few  years  ago,  the  Braille 
Institute  of  America,  Inc.  was  seriously 
handicapped  in  its  educational  pro- 
gram. "Light"  is  bringing  to  the  public 
a  correct  analysis  of  the  problems  of 
blindness  and  of  the  needs  and  re- 
sourcefulness of  those  so  handicapped. 
For  this  reason,  its  continuance  as  a 
permanent  publication  is  both  desirable 
and  expedient. 

And  we  wish  our  readers  to  remem- 
ber, please,  that  "Light"  continues  to 


LIGHT 


11 


reflect  its  effulgent  rays  in  the  world 
darkened  by  lack  of  information  only 
because  of  its  advertisers.  Remember- 
ing this,  we  know  readers  will  be  glad 
to  do  their  bit  by  patronizing  them 
whenever  possible. 

"Light"  is  also  rendering  another 
service  which  must  not  be  overlooked 
on  minimized.  As  the  publishing  cost 
is  largely  sustained  through  the  sale  of 
advertising  space,  most  of  the  subscrip- 
tion revenue  at  $2  a  year  is  credited  to 
the  general  fund  of  the  institution, 
thereby  directly  benefiting  the  blind  in 
service  of  some  kind. 

Social  Security 

Under  the  Social  Security  Act  the 
four  fields  of  old-age  assistance,  aid  to 
the  blind,  to  dependent  children,  and 
unemployment  compensation  require 
state  cooperation  in  order  to  be  effect- 
ive. State  plans  must  not  only  be 
legislated,  but  must  also  be  approved 
by  the  Social  Security  Board  as  ade- 
quate before  federal  benefits  can  be 
paid. 

As  of  July  10,  this  approval  had  been 
granted  to  21  plans  for  aid  to  the  blind, 
in  the  District  of  Columbia  and  the  fol- 
lowing states :  Arizona,  Arkansas,  Cali- 
fornia, Colorado,  Connecticut,  Idaho, 
Indiana,  Maine,  Maryland,  Massachu- 
setts, Nebraska,  New  Hampshire,  New 
Mexico,  Oregon,  Pennsylvania,  Utah, 
Vermont,  Washington,  Wisconsin  and 
Wyoming.  Three  states,  Minnesota, 
New  Jersey  and  Ohio,  had  passed  the 
necessary  laws  and  were  awaiting  ap- 
proval by  the  Social  Security  Board. 

In  the  twenty  states  and  the  District 
of  Columbia  where  plans  are  approved, 
approximately  25,000  persons  are  now, 
or  will  shortly  be,  receiving  monthly 
pensions  averaging  from  $10  to  $33.24. 
In  two  states,  Mississippi  and  North 
Carolina,  such  pensions  were  paid  for 
a  brief  period  under  temporary  legisla- 
tion which  has  now  expired. 


Acknowledgement 

The  Braille  Institute  greatly  appreci- 
ates the  cooperation  of  certain  oil  com- 
panies in  assisting  in  the  dissemination 
of  information  regarding  the  meaning 
of  the  white  cane  in  California. 

The  California  Oil  and  Gas  Associa- 
tion extended  help  in  the  form  of  a  let- 
ter to  its  members,  explaining  the  law 
on  white  canes  and  our  efforts  to  pub- 
licize it. 

Various    companies    were    then    ap- 
proached with  the  result  that  through- 
out the  state  placards,  calling  the  at- 
tention  of   the  motorist   to   the   white 
cane,   were   displayed  at   gas   stations. 
Further  publicity  was  given  by  radio 
in  some  cases.  The  cost  of  the  placards 
was  generally  borne  by  the  companies 
themselves.  Our  sincere  thanks  for  this 
service  to  the  blind  is  due  to : 
Shell  Oil  Company 
General  Petroleum  Corporation 
Hancock  Oil  Company 
Rio  Grande  Oil  Company 
Richfield  Oil  Company. 
♦ 
Enterprising  Blind  Newsmen 

With  the  passage  of  the  Randolph- 
Sheppard  Blind  Employment  Bill,  Jim 
Lloyd  and  Clarence  Hoyer,  blind  news- 
men in  Boise,  Idaho  are  contemplating 
the  opening  of  a  stand  in  the  Federal 
Building  to  serve  their  customers  with 
the  latest  periodical  reading  matter, 
tobacco,  candies,  etc. 

Lloyd  and  Hoyer  opened  their  first 
stand  several  months  ago  and  are  now 
operating  two,  one  at  the  Stilson 
Premium  Market  at  Ninth  and  Bannock 
Streets  and  the  other  in  the  State 
Capitol. 

From  the  outset,  they  asked  very  lit- 
tle help  in  getting  started  as  they  are 
both  anxious  to  make  their  own  way. 
The  business  has  done  well  and  they 
now  have  two  of  the  most  complete 
stocks  of  magazines  and  periodicals  in 
the  city. 
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B.  I.  A.  Member  Wins  Trophy 

Tom  Butler  walked 
off  with  the  silver 
cup  offered  as  a  prize 
by  the  Toastmasters 
Club  of  Los  Angeles, 
at  their  annual  speak- 
ing contest,  which 
was  held  at  the  Y.  M. 
C.  A.  on  Tuesday, 
May  26. 

This  is  the  second 
time  Mr.  Butler  has 
won  first  prize  in 
these  contests.  There 
were  seven  contes- 
tants. 

This  is  just  an- 
other example  of 
how  the  blind  can 
excel  in  their  chosen 
professions.  Mr.  Butler  is  a  Past  Presi- 
dent of  the  Toastmasters  Club  and  is 
an  active  public  speaker.  Himself  blind, 
he  has  helped  materially  to  make 
known  to  the  public  the  needs  of  the 
blind  and  the  ways  by  which  these 
needs  may  be  met. 

Luncheon  clubs  and  other  organiza- 
tions find  that  the  talks  given  by 
Braille  Institute  speakers,  of  whom  Mr. 
Butler  is  one,  afford  a  new  and  inter- 
esting topic. 


Employment  Status  of  the  Blind 

Most  of  the  blind  and  workers  for  the 
blind  are  agreed  on  one  point,  that  is, 
that  the  great  problem  confronting 
them  is  economic  independence  for  the 
blind.  In  California,  for  instance,  but 
five  per  cent,  of  the  blind  are  employed, 
and  many  of  these  work  under  sheltered 
conditions.  In  addition,  the  earnings 
of  those  employed  are  pitifully  small. 
One-half  of  these  workers  have  an 
average  income  of  less  than  $20  a 
month,  and  less  than  one-tenth  earn 
more  than  $50  a  month. 

It  is  true  that  many  blind  are  unem- 
ployable, due  to  age  or  handicaps  coin- 
cident with  blindness.  On  the  other 
hand,  there  are  many  who  are  capable 
workers,  and  many  more  who  could  be 
trained  to  efficiency. 

More  than  half  the  blind  have  never 
had  vocational  training  of  any  kind, 
either  before  or  after  the  advent  of 
blindness.  This  is  an  important  factor 
and  illustrates  the  need  for  a  vast 
amount  of  rehabilitation  work  if  the 
blind  as  a  class  are  ever  to  be  self-sup- 
porting. 

The  Braille  Institute  is  doing  its  part, 
so  far  as  funds  permit,  by  the  activities 
of  its  various  departments  and  the  pub- 
lication of  vocational  books. 


CHAPEAUX 


Look  At  Your  Hat 

...Everyone  Else  Does 


LOS    ANGELES 
New  York    -    Paris 


CLAIRE    M  ILLINERY 

VAndike  3414 
Seventh  at  Hope  Los  Angeles 


LIGHT 


13 


DIRECTORY 

Business  and  Professional  Blind 


CLUB  AND  AFTER-DINNER 
SPEAKING 

THOMAS  S.  BUTLER,  1653  Shatto  St.,  Los  An- 
geles, Phone  Exposition  8359. 

INSURANCE 

KENNETH  E.  MARSHALL,  Fire,  Automobile, 
Liability,  Plate  Glass,  Jewelry  and  Fur  Floaters  In- 
surance, 357  }<£  North  Beverly  Dr.,  Beverly  Hills, 
Phone  WOodbury  61444. 

PHYSIO-THERAPY  AND  MASSAGE 

VICTOR  EGBERT,  1004  W.  53rd  St.,  Los  An- 
ge'es.  For  appointment  call  PLeasant  8172  or  Twin 
Oaks  1412. 

VIOLIN  MAKER 

CHARLES  H.  BAKER,  Res.:  630  South  "E"  St. 
(rear),  Tulare,   Calif.,   P.   O.  Address  Tulare,  Box  872. 

NOVELTIES 

A.  B.  A.  BRIDGE  SERVICE,  160  East  105th  St., 
New  York  City,  New  York.  Owned  and  operated  by 
the  blind.  Playing  Cards,  Bridge  Accessories,  Personal 
Stationery,    Greeting   Cards,   etc.     Price  list  on   request. 

PIANO  TUNER 

WILLIAM  L.  CURRIE,  4025  South  Brighton  Ave., 
Los  Angeles,   Phone  UNiversity  1115. 


UNITED 
PRINTING 

COMPANY 

(Printers 


Books,  Magazines,  Tariffs 
Fine  Color  Printing 

430  Boyd  Street 
Michigan  1873  Los  Angeles 


THE  BLIND  AND  THE  BIBLE 
IN  BRAILLE 

Unfilled  Requests  for  1534 
Volumes 

The  Braille  Bible  Society  of  Los 
Angeles,  California  urges  the  pub- 
lic to  assist  it  in  supplying  the 
Scriptures  in  Braille  free  to  the 
blind  or  at  prices  they  are  able  to 
pay  below  the  production  cost. 

Oddly  enough,  although  the 
Bible  in  Braille  is  the  one  book 
which  thousands  of  the  blind 
would  like  to  possess,  it  is  not  the 
"world's  best  seller."  This  is  due 
both  to  the  excessive  cost  in  pub- 
lishing Braille  Bibles,  and  the  limi- 
tations which  almost  inevitably  at- 
tend the  lack  of  physical  sight. 

The  cost  to  this  Society  of  Bibles 
printed  and  distributed  in  193  5 
was  $134.19  a  set  of  21  volumes. 
The  average  price  received  from 
sales  was  $17.01  per  set.  This  dif- 
ferential of  $117.18  must  be  sus- 
tained through  the  generosity  of 
God-loving  people,  as  the  Society 
has  no  other  resources.  In  addition, 
it  should  be  said  that  for  many 
years  the  Braille  Bible  Society  has 
given  to  the  worthy  blind  abso- 
lutely free  more  Braille  Bibles 
than  it  has  sold,  even  at  prices  far 
below  the  production  cost. 

The  Society  has  on  file  requests 
for  1534  volumes  of  the  Scriptures 
in  Braille,  from  the  blind  who  are 
unable  to  pay  anything  at  all, 
which  it  cannot  supply  until  funds 
are  forthcoming.  It  earnestly  asks 
the  public  to  assist  it  financially  in 
meeting  these  requests.  Contribu- 
tions should  be  made  payable  and 
sent 


BRAILLE  BIBLE  SOCIETY,  Inc., 

739  North  Vermont  Avenue, 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
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Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc. 


BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES 

Robert  A.  Odell,  President 

J.  Robert  Atkinson,  Vice-President  and  Manager 

W.  H.  Kindig,  Secretary 

Arthur  L.  Sonderegger,  Treasurer 


P.  A.  Be-Hannesey  Franklin  Lowney 

Hon.  Frank  C.  Col'ier  Cecil  L.  Whitehead 

Dr.  R.  W.  Whomes 


THE  Braille  Institute  of  America, 
Inc.,  was  chartered  under  the  laws 
of  the  State  of  California  on  the 
100th  anniversary  of  the  braille  system 
of  printing  for  the  blind,  as  a  memorial 
to  Louis  Braille, of  France,  (1806-1852), 
who  made  it  possible  for  the  blind  to 
write  as  well  as  read. 

This  explains  the  prominence  given 
to  the  word  Braille  in  the  Institute's 
name,  and  the  practical  omission  there- 
from of  any  word  which  has  a  direct 
bearing  on  welfare  work  for  the  blind. 
The  Institute  is  a  national  non-profit 
agency  devoted  to  the  social,  industrial 
and  literary  advancement  of  the  blind, 
with  headquarters  at  741  North  Ver- 
mont Avenue,  Los  Angeles,  California. 
It  was  established  to  acquire  the 
assets  and  activities  of  the  Universal 
Braille  Press,  founded  in  1919  by  J. 
Robert  Atkinson,  with  the  assistance 
of  philanthropic  friends. 

Governed  by  a  board  of  trustees 
elected  annually  by  the  members,  and 
established  to  receive  and  expend  gifts 
and  endowments  for  the  welfare  of  the 
blind,  it  ranks  among  the  nation's  lead- 
ing institutions  in  the  field  of  philan- 
thropy, thereby  affording  an  outlet  for 
the  benevolence  of  all  who  wish  to  help 
those  handicapped  by  physical  blind- 
ness. 

The  nation's  blind  population  is  esti- 
mated at  120,000,  of  whom  90  per  cent 
lost  their  sight  after  reaching  maturity. 
To  the   latter,    the   doors   of   tax-sup- 


ported schools  for  the  education  of  the 
youthful  blind  are  closed. 

Blind  adults  everywhere  are  appeal- 
ing to  the  Braille  Institute  for  help  and 
counsel.  They  recognize  in  the  Insti- 
tute, founded  by  a  blind  man,  a  bond  of 
sympathy  and  leadership  on  which  to 
anchor  hope. 

The  Braille  Institute  of  America's 
activities  include : 

1)  A  Bureau  of  Business  Placement 
and  Guidance,  to  find  occupations  or 
business  locations  for  the  employable 
blind; 

2)  A  Bureau  of  Social  Welfare,  to 
assist  the  blind  who  for  good  reasons 
cannot  be  rehabilitated  for  gainful  oc- 
cupation ; 

3)  Free  instruction  in  reading  and 
writing  raised  print,  in  typewriting  and 
lessons  in  self-reliance ; 

4)  Sponsorship  of  books  and  maga- 
zines for  the  blind,  on  a  non-profit 
basis,  and  free  to  those  unable  to  pay; 

5)  Free  library  service  to  the  blind 
of  the  nation.  This  library  is  one  of  the 
25  regional  libraries  which  distributes 
literature  published  by  the  United 
States  government  and  supplied 
through  the  Library  of  Congress. 

The  Institute  publishes  three  month- 
ly magazines  as  follows :  "March  of 
Events,"  a  digest  of  world  news,  printed 
in  braille;  "The  Braille  Mirror,"  a 
panorama  of  world  affairs,  printed  in 
braille;  "New  Moon,"  printed  in  Moon 
type,  containing  a  digest  of  current 
events. 

The  Institute's  activities  are  sus- 
tained through  voluntary  contributions, 
endowments,  and  the  sale  of  member- 
ships, as  follows :  Participating  mem- 
ber, $3  per  annum;  Patron  member,  $5 
per  annum;  Supporting  member,  $10 
per  annum;  Contributing  member,  $25 
per  annum ;  Associate  member,  $50  per 
annum;  Sustaining  member,  $100  per 
annum;  Life  member,  $1,000. 
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FORM  OF  BEQUEST 
I  give,  devise  and  bequeath  to  the  Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc.,  of  Los 
Angeles,  California 

(Insert  description  of  money  or  property  given) 

for  the  general  uses  and  purposes  of  the  corporation. 


FORM  OF  CODICIL  TO  WILL 

When  a  will  has  been  made  and  it  is  afterwards  desired  to  make  a  gift  or 
bequest  to  the  Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc.,  it  will  be  sufficient  if  the  form 
below  is  filled  in,  and  signed  by  the  testator  in  the  presence  of  two  witnesses, 
who  also,  at  the  request  of  the  testator,  sign  as  witnesses  in  the  presence  of  the 
testator  and  in  the  presence  of  each  other.  This  codicil  should  then  be  carefully 
attached  to  the  existing  will. 

CODICIL 

THIS  IS  A  CODICIL  to  the  last  Will  and  Testament  of 


,  dated 

(Name  in  Full)  (Date  of  Will) 

I  give,  devise  and  bequeath  to  the  Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc.,  of 
Los  Angeles,  California,  for  the  general  purposes  of  the  corporation,  the  sum  of 

(or  a  description  of 

any  property,  real  or  personal.) 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  this day  of 

: 19 


(Signature  of  Testator) 

Signed  by  the  testatrix  as  an(*  ror  a  Codicil  to  h"r  last  Will  dated. 


.in  the  presence  of  us,  both  present  at  the  same 


(Date  of  Will) 

time,  who  at    j,er   request  and  in    ^er     presence,  and  in  the  presence  of  each 
other,  have  hereunto  set  our  names  as  witnesses. 

residing  at 

residing  at 
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ECONOMIC  ADVANCEMENT 
(Continued  from  Page  4) 
land,  Ohio.    To  all  those  who  aided,  I 
am  most  appreciative. 

"I  am  quite  confident  that  every  Fed- 
eral agency  and  department  will  co- 
operate to  the  fullest  extent  to  make 
this  rehabilitation  project  for  the  blind 
a  great  success.  It  would  be  an  act  of 
charity  for  them  to  do  so.  The  greatest 
charity  is  that  which  enables  one's  fel- 
lowman  to  earn  his  own  living  so  he 
will  not  have  to  depend  on  relief  rolls. 
Such  an  act  of  charity  today  is  regarded 
as  a  duty.  In  this  connection,  and  in 
conclusion,  I  think  it  fitting  to  quote 
from  Pope's  Essay  on  Man : 

"For  forms  of  government  let  fools  contest; 
Whate'er  is  best  administer'd  is  best. 
For  modes  of  faith  let  graceless  zealots  fight ; 
His  can't  be  wrong  whose  life  is  in  the  right. 
In  faith  and  hope  the  world  will  disagree, 
But  all  mankind's  concern  is  charity." 


RADIOS 

(Continued  from  Page  9) 

radio  had  been  in  a  repair  shop  two 
months  or  more  because  they  could 
not  pay  the  charges. 

"On  behalf  of  my  wife  and  myself, 
we  wish  to  extend  to  the  Braille  Insti- 
tute our  heartiest  thanks  for  the  very 
great  kindness  which  was  shown  us. 
We  certainly  do  appreciate  it,  and  we 
are  extremely  happy  to  have  our  radio 
back  again. 

"Radio  is  a  wonderful  thing,  and  to 
be  without  one  as  we  were  for  a  couple 
of  months  makes  us  appreciate  it  that 
much  more  in  having  it  again.  A  radio 
has  become  a  household  necessity  as 
much  as  a  kitchen  range." 

Due  to  liberal  discounts  allowed  the 
Institute  by  a  local  distributor,  all 
radios  for  the  blind  are  obtained  at 
wholesale  prices. 

At  the  present  time  our  radio  divi- 
sion has  requests  for  sixty-five  radios 
which  cannot  be  supplied  until  more 
funds  are  available. 


Established   1916 
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BLIND  CHAMPION  OF  THE  BLIND 


By  JAMES  H.  COLLINS 


GIVE  me  just  two  words  to  describe 
Mary  Cowerd  for  you,  if  you  live 
in  Hollywood,  or  one  of  its  suburbs 
like  Los  Angeles: 

She's  "show  shop." 

Most  of  her  grown-up  life  has  been 
spent  as  a  "trouper,"  making  her  place 
and  holding  it  among  professional 
theatrical  people,  with  six  years  on  the 
Keith  circuit  from  coast  to  coast. 

Vaudeville  tells  the  story. 

You  may  think  you're  good,  your 
friends  say  you  can  sing  or  act. 

Well,  out  there,  several  times  a  day, 
there's  a  vaudeville  audience  of  stran- 
gers, ready  to  be  entertained.  Just  step 
in  between  two  other  acts,  and  let's  see 
you  win  and  hold  them. 

It  takes  whatever  you  may  have  in 
the  way  of  voice,  or  dramatic  ability, 
plus  the  something  called  "personality," 
the  something  Eleanor  Glynn  named 
"it,"  and  the  fact  that  you  are  blind 
won't  get  you  anywhere — the  real  con- 
quest is,  to  win  them  so  they  forget 
that,  if  they  ever  discover  it. 

Maybe  that  is  why  Mary  Cook 
Cowerd,  the  blind  singer,  was  late  in 
discovering  the  blind  herself,  as  people 
who  have  much  sentimental  pity 
wasted  on  them,  but  need  more  prac- 
tical help. 

Many  blind  persons  have  musical 
gifts,  but  their  study  of  voice,  instru- 
ments and  composition  is  made  difficult 
because  they  have  to  translate  all  their 
instruction  into  their  own  peculiar 
language,  as  did  Miss  Cowerd,  whose 


mother  would  read  her  lessons,  to  be 
taken  down  in  Braille. 

Why,  look: 

There  is  a  fine  text  widely  used  by 
music  students,  the  "Applied  Harmo- 
ny," by  Carolin  Alchin,  a  California 
writer.  It  has  everything  the  student 
needs,  but  has  never  been  published  in 
Braille.  Just  now,  as  something  prac- 
tical, Miss  Cowerd  is  working  with  the 
Lions  to  raise  a  fund  for  that  purpose. 
The  Beverly  Hills  Lions  started  it,  the 
California  Fourth  District  Lions  took 
it  up,  the  Braille  Institute  of  America 
will  do  the  job  as  soon  as  possible,  and 
the  book,  in  three  volumes,  will  be 
placed  in  every  Braille  library  in  the 
country,  as  well  as  made  available  be- 
low cost  for  blind  students. 

Although  she  lost  her  sight  when  six 
years  old,  through  a  boy-and-gun  acci- 
dent, Mary  Cowerd  grew  up  a  good 
deal  of  a  tomboy,  playing  with  the 
other  kids,  guided  by  her  twin  sister 
Ila,  hitching  on  wagons,  running  races, 
regular  "Our  Gang"  stuff. 

She  doesn't  remember  when  she  dis- 
covered that  she  possessed  musical 
ability,  because  her  family  was  musical, 
and  she  had  piano  and  voice  instructors 
at  home.  That  was  in  Paducah,  her 
birthplace,  the  Irvin  Cobb  home  town. 
When  she  was  ready  for  school,  her 
folks  moved  to  Nashville,  to  give  her 
the  advantages  of  the  Tennessee  School 
for  the  Blind. 

"And  that  school  is  one  of  the  best 
in  the  country,"  she  says,  loyally.  "The 
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blind  are  not  shut  away  in  an  institu- 
tion, to  grow  up  by  themselves,  as  a 
peculiar  people.  The  Tennessee  School 
for  the  Blind  isn't  an  institution  at  all, 
but  part  of  the  state's  high  school  sys- 
tem, and  the  blind  are  taught  with 
sighted  students.  The  superintendent, 
Colonel  R.  L.  Bynam,  has  wonderful 
insight  into  their  needs.  Blind  students 
should  never  be  allowed  to  live,  at 
school,  with  even  one  other  blind  per- 
son. And  they  need  the  finest  teaching 
ability,  because  their  handicap  makes 
teaching  highly  individual  work,  and 
decidedly  tedious,  too.  Teachers  for 
the  blind  should  be  the  best,  and  should 
be  paid  accordingly." 

At  Belmont  College,  in  Nashville, 
Mary  Cowerd  won  high  honors.  She 
had  received  the  state  medal  for  voice 
at  the  school  for  the  blind,  and  when 
she  sang  to  her  first  audience,  in  a 
Paducah  movie  theater,  and  felt  the 
thrill  of  applause  echoing  back  from 
those  unknown  people  out  there — that 
settled  it  for  Our  Mary!  From  then 
on,  she  was  a  "trouper"  at  heart,  and 
she  started  to  climb  in  her  chosen  pro- 
fession. 

At  first,  little-bity  dates,  until  she 
could  go  to  New  York  for  a  try-out, 
and  land  on  the  Keith  circuit.  All  the 
time,  she  was  studving,  once  in  the 
class  with  Geraldine  Farrar,  again  with 
Rosa  Ponselle  under  Signor  Romani's 
coaching,  and  at  other  times  with 
teachers  like  Estelle  Little,-  Henry 
Brady  and  Al  Ginotti. 

By  and  by  there  was  radio  and  pic- 
tures— she  doubled  for  Helen  Morgan 
in  her  picture  "Applause,"  and  for  June 
Collier  in  "Pleasant  Sins." 

All  this  for  a  high  goal — grand  opera. 
In  due  time  she  was  able  to  go  to 
Europe,  with  the  aid  of  philanthropic 
people  headed  by  Mrs.  S.  C.  Cheribelli 
and  E.  G.  Hungerford,  and  in  Milan 
was  accepted  as  a  pupil  by  Mazzanti, 
Marianucci  and  Dominico  Messina. 

Gatti-Casazza,  famous  impressario 
of  the  Metropolitan,  said  of  her  voice, 


"You  have  something  every  singer 
strives  for,  but  few  attain — pianissimo. 
Any  one  can  sing  loudly,  but  tew  can 
sing  beautifully.  Yours  is  as  lovely  a 
voice  as  I  have  ever  heard.  I  have  one 
singer  in  the  Metropolitan  who  has  the 
gift — Rosa  Ponselle." 

Recently,  Miss  Cowerd's  engagements 
have  centered  more  and  more  in  Holly- 
wood, that  wonderful  new  show  shop, 
which  is  not  merely  New  York's  Rialto 
moved  here,  but  is  the  "show  shop"  of 
half  the  world. 

And  this  has  given  her  more  oppor- 
tunity to  observe  the  blind,  and  see 
that  they  are  often  kept  too  much  with 
one  another,  that  they  need  a  little 
edge  in  developing  their  gifts  and 
abilities. 

Why,  from  a  show  shop  standpoint, 
they  need  make-up,  and  better  stage 
presence,  so  that  their  association  with 
sighted  people  will  be  easier,  and  their 
friendships  wider. 

So,  she  has  undertaken  to  do  her 
share  in  the  job  ahead,  and  the  Lions' 
work  for  the  blind  attracted  her  at- 
tention instantly,  and  she  joins  in  with 
her  glorious  voice. 

"And  I  was  astonished  to  find  here 
such  an  institution  as  the  Braille  Insti- 
tute of  America,"  she  confesses.  "What 
it  has  accomplished,  with  voluntary 
contributions,  to  provide  the  books  and 
aid  the  blind  most  urgently  need,  shows 
what  can  be  done,  with  the  aid  of  the 
blind  themselves,  under  a  blind  teacher 
like  Mr.  Atkinson.  This  work  should 
be  carried  further,  and  steps  be  taken 
to  make  it  permanent,  through  en- 
dowment." 

And  so  it  has  been  said  of  Mary 
Cowerd,  that  "she  is  a  gallant  soul, 
grown  more  lovely  by  loving,  more 
generous  by  giving." 

Hand  in  hand  with  the  Lions  she  is 
working  to  realize  better  things  for 
those  who  are  similarly  handicapped, 
working  like — 

Are  there  Lady  Lions? 

Well,  then,  like  a  Lioness! 
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A  SELF-PRONOUNCING  DICTIONARY  IN  BRAILLE 


COOPERATIVE 
plans  for  the  publi- 
cation of  Webster's 
Secondary  School  Dic- 
tionary in  Braille,  Grade 
One  and  a  Half,  by  the 
Braille  Institute  of 
America,  Inc.,  and  the 
American  Printing 
House  for  the  Blind, 
Louisville,  Kentucky, 
have  been  completed. 

Preliminary  work  on 
the  project,  such  as  the 
creation    of   a   code    of 
Braille  diacritics,  obvi- 
ously   necessary    to    a 
practical,  self-pronounc- 
ing work  of  this  kind,  has  been  under 
way  for  many  months.    Much  of  this 
was  done  through  correspondence,  fol- 
lowing a  conference  in  June,   1935,  at 
the  American  Printing  House,  Louis- 
ville,   attended   by    representatives    of 
both   institutions    and    Mr.    Benjamin 
Berinstein,     expert    braillist    of    New 
York. 

The  final  removal  of  impending  bar- 
riers, mostly  of  a  technical  nature,  was 
accomplished  at  a  recent  conference 
held  in  the  office  of  the  Braille  Institute 
of  America,  when  the  superintendent 
of  the  Louisville  institution,  Mr.  A.  C. 
Ellis,  came  to  Los  Angeles  for  that 
purpose. 

Under  the  plan,  the  Louisville  plant 
takes  the  responsibility  of  making  the 
stereotyped  plates  and  as  rapidly  as 
this  is  done  proof  pages  will  be  sent  to 
the  Braille  Institute  for  reading  and 
correction.    As   this   is   completed  the 


work   will   be   printed   and   published, 


A.  C.  ELLIS  AND  J.  ROBERT  ATKINSON 

volume  by  volume,  until  the  complete 
work,  forming  something  near  thirty 
volumes,  is  finished. 

In  this  way,  the  American  Printing 
House,  which  for  more  than  seventy 
years  has  furnished  textbooks  to  the 
schools  for  the  blind  with  Federal 
funds,  will  furnish  printed  editions  to 
those  schools  out  of  government  appro- 
priation. Then  the  plates  will  be  sent 
to  the  Braille  Institute,  which  will  pub- 
lish a  large  edition  for  general  distribu- 
tion to  libraries  and  private  institutions 
and  to  individual  blind  students 
throughout  the  world  at  a  fraction  of 
the  production  cost  commensurate 
with  funds  available  for  the  purpose. 

The  Braille  Institute  hopes  the  pub- 
lic will  respond  so  generously  to  this 
appeal  that  before  the  time  the  work 
is  ready  for  distribution  sufficient  funds 
will  be  forthcoming  to  place  the  dic- 
tionary in  the  hands  of  every  blind 
student  who  wants  it  at  a  price  some- 
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thing  near  that  which  the  sighted  pub- 
lic pays  for  the  same  dictionary  in  ordi- 
nary print. 

For  many  years  the  nation's  student 
blind  have  felt  the  need  of  a  practical 
self-pronouncing  dictionary  in  raised 
print.  Mindful  of  this  need,  the  trus- 
tees of  the  two  institutions,  working 
separately,  were  laying  plans  for  the 
publication  of  such  a  work,  and  when 
each  learned  of  the  other's  intention, 
this    genuinely    cooperative    plan    was 


unanimously  accepted  by  the  two 
boards  in  the  interest  of  public  econ- 
omy, preventing  as  it  does  the  unneces- 
sary duplication  of  effort  at  the  ex- 
pense of  public  and  private  funds. 

Work  on  the  project  should  be  un- 
der way  before  the  close  of  1936,  and 
soon  thereafter  for  the  first  time  in  the 
history  of  work  for  the  blind,  Braille 
readers  literally  will  have  under  their 
sensitive  finger-tips  all  the  advantages 
of  an  abridged  dictionary. 


ELECTION  LAWS  FOR  BLIND  VOTERS 

NOTE:    This  information  was  published  in  the  current  numbers  of  our  two 

Braille  monthly  magazines — "The  Braille  Mirror"  and  "March  of  Events," 

whose  circulation  reaches  the  blind  in  each  of  the  forty-eight  States 

and  the  territorial  possessions. 


ACCORDING  to  reports  received 
at  the  office  of  the  Braille  Institute 
of  America,  Inc.,  following  each 
general  election,  there  is  a  common 
misunderstanding  on  the  part  of  elec- 
tion boards  as  well  as  blind  voters  of 
the  several  states  as  to  their  rights  by 
law  at  the  ballot  box. 

Often,  this  misunderstanding  has  re- 
sulted in  an  embarrassing  situation 
which  can  be  avoided  only  as  the  blind 
voter  and  election  officers  understand 
the  law.  Therefore,  the  publication  of 
the  following  information,  which  we 
believe  to  be  correct,  seems  timely  in 
this  issue,  showing  as  it  does  who  the 
blind  voter  may,  by  law,  have  assist 
him  in  marking  his  ballot. 
*  *  * 

Alabama — "Any  person  he  may  select" 
except  that  "no  candidate  for  election 
shall  act  as  assistant." 

Arizona — "Two  judges,  not  of  the  same 
political  parties." 

Arkansas  —  Primary  election  —  "The 
judges."  General  election — "Two  of 
the  judges." 

California — "At  least  one  person  and 
no  more  than  two  persons  of  his  own 
selection,  or  upon  request .  . .  two  of 
the  officers  of  election,  of  different 
political  parties." 


Colorado — "Any  one  of  the  election 
judges  or  clerks,  or  any  elector  of  the 
precinct  (to  be  selected  by  said  dis- 
abled voter)." 

Connecticut — "Two  electors,  one  from 
each  of  the  dominant  parties  (ap- 
pointed by  the  moderator)." 

Delaware — "Any  elector  (of  his  own 
selection)  or  two  electors." 

Florida — "The  inspectors." 

Georgia — "Any  two  managers." 

Idaho — "Any  two  of  the  judges,  not  of 
the  same  political  party." 

Illinois — "A  relative  or  friend  of  his 
selection." 

Indiana— "The  poll  clerks." 

Iowa — "Two  officers." 

Kansas — "A  judge  and  clerk  of  election 
board  of  different  political  parties." 

Kentucky — "The  clerk,  in  the  presence 
of  the  other  officers  of  election." 

Louisiana — "Two  of  the  Commission- 
ers of  different  political  parties." 

Maine — "Two  of  the  election  clerks  not 
of  the  same  political  party." 

Maryland — "Two  clerks  of  election." 

Massachusetts — "Any  qualified  voter 
whom  he  may  designate." 

Michigan  —  "Two  inspectors  of  elec- 
tion." 

(Continued  on  page  16) 


MAPS  FOR  THE  BLIND 


or 


RELIEF  maps 
have  long  been 
used  for  the  in- 
struction of  the 
blind,  as  they  have 
for  the  sighted. 
Schools  as  well  as 
individuals  are  fre- 
quently supplied 
with  such  maps  in 
small  scale  for  the 
study  of  geography, 
the  maps  in  these 
cases  usually  cov- 
ering a  country  or 
continent.  In  addi- 
tion, special  pur-  'ap- 
pose maps  are 
sometimes  made  for  individuals 
groups,  such  as  a  map  of  a  city  or  even 
a  smaller  area. 

Many  ingenious  methods  are  used 
to  depict  the  features  it  is  desired  to 
make  available  to  the  blind.  Naturally 
these  features  must  be  kept  to  a  mini- 
mum to  prevent  confusion,  for  the  most 
sensitive  finger  cannot  apprehend  the 
amount  of  detail  easily  taken  in  by  the 
eye. 

Simple  maps  of  continents  and  coun- 
tries are  generally  restricted  to  coast 
lines,  mountain  systems,  rivers,  inter- 
national borders  and  a  few  important 
cities.  A  number  of  place  names  may 
be  included,  such  as  the  names  of  seas 
and  oceans.  A  scale  is  often  provided, 
and,  at  times,  longitude  and  latitude. 
From  the  study  of  such  maps  the  finger 
can  comprehend  but  the  bare  facts  of 
the  subject  studied;  details  must  be 
furnished  either  by  written  explanation 
or  verbally. 

A  variation  of  such  a  map  is  that 
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made  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  jig- 
saw puzzles  so  pop- 
ular a  few  years 
ago.  The  countries 
or  states  are  each 
cut  out  in  one  piece, 
and  the  outlines  of 
each  as  well  as  its 
position  with  refer- 
ence to  the  other 
pieces  is  thus  readi- 
ly learned.  Other 
features,  such  as 
the  capital  of  the 
state  or  country, 
may  be  added. 
Relief  globes  are 
obtainable  or  may  be  specially  made. 
Such  a  globe  as  the  one  pictured  on 
this  page,  which  was  presented  to  the 
manager  of  the  Braille  Institute  by 
Mrs.  Agnes  H.  MacDonald  of  Huntly, 
New  Zealand,  and  prepared  for  her  at 
the  Braille  Institute,  serve  the  purpose 
of  indicating  the  relationship  and  out- 
lines of  the  continents.  On  this  globe 
the  continents  were  outlined  with 
round  headed  tacks,  the  international 
borders  with  tacks  of  a  different  size. 
The  meridian  of  Greenwich  and  the 
180th  meridian  were  indicated  by  fine 
wires,  while  the  equator  was  made  by 
a  strip  of  fabric  beading.  The  names 
of  large  areas,  as  oceans  and  continents, 
were  indicated  in  Braille.  All  portions 
of  the  water  areas  were  covered  by  a 
thin  coating  of  very  fine  sand  to  pro- 
duce a  different  surface,  thus  providing 
for  instant  recognition  of  land  and  wa- 
ter areas.  A  Braille  key  enables  the 
user  to  identify  features  and  place 
names. 
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A  GUIDE  FOR  THE  SIGHTED 

For  Social  and  Business  Contacts  with  the  Blind 
Edited  by  J.  ROBERT  ATKINSON 


DON'T  treat  the  blind  as  though 
they  were  abnormal  specimens  of 
humanity.  Never  talk  to  a  blind 
man  as  though  he  were  deaf.  The  fact 
that  he  is  blind  is  no  indication  that  he 
cannot  hear.  Never  credit  him  with  a 
child's  mentality  by  addressing  him 
through  a  medium. 

Don't  refer  to  blindness  as  an  afflic- 
tion; it  is  only  a  handicap.  Never  ex- 
press sympathy  for  a  blind  person  in 
his  presence. 

Don't  try  to  carry  a  blind  person 
when  assisting  him  to  enter  a  trolley 
car  or  train,  crossing  a  street,  or  mount- 
ing the  stairs.  He  needs  only  to  have 
his  hand  placed  on  the  handle  or  rail. 
When  assisting  him  to  a  seat,  simply 
guide  his  hand  to  the  chair ;  this  gives 
him  its  location,  and  he  needs  no 
further  assistance. 

Don't  angle  when  piloting  him  across 
the  street;  walk  straight  across,  if  pos- 
sible. Otherwise,  you  may  upset  his 
reckoning  and  cause  him  to  stumble 
when  reaching  the  curb.  Never  push 
a  blind  person  ahead  of  you.  Let  him 
take  hold  of  your  arm;  the  movement 
of  your  body  will  help  him  know  what 
to  expect. 

Don't  think  that  a  blind  guest  is  a 
serious  responsibility ;  that  he  will 
interrupt  the  harmony  of  the  home ;  or 
will  need  someone  to  dress,  bib,  and 
feed  him.  To  show  him  the  electric 
light  switch  or  looking  glass  is,  of 
course,  superfluous,  though  it  is  well 
for  blind  persons  to  learn  where  the 
electric  light  switches  are  located,  in 
the  home  or  office,  so  that  they  can 
light  the  way  for  guests. 


Don't  ascertain  if  a  blind  man  takes 
sugar  in  his  tea  by  inquiring  of  his 
companion ;  his  own  mentality  is  usual- 
ly capable  of  enlightening  you.  A  blind 
man  once  said,  with  a  good  deal  of  zest, 
that  nothing  annoyed  him  more  than 
to  have  his  hostess  ask  of  his  daughter, 
"Does  your  father  take  sugar  in  his 
tea?" 

Don't  make  unusual  revision  in  con- 
versation to  avoid  using  the  word  "see" 
by  substituting  the  word  "hear"  or 
"heard."  Use  the  word  "blind"  with- 
out hesitation  if  you  are  discussing 
blindness  with  persons  so  handicapped, 
but  don't  substitute  this  topic  for  the 
weather. 

Don't  fail  to  speak,  if  only  a  word, 
on  entering  a  room  in  which  there  is  a 
blind  person;  it  announces  your  pres- 
ence and  helps  him  to  identify  you. 
Never  fail  to  shake  hands  when  meet- 
ing or  leaving  a  blind  friend,  for  a 
hand-shake  is  as  expressive  as  the  face 
and  is  the  substitute  to  the  blind  for 
the  smile  of  friendship.  Always  intro- 
duce a  blind  person  to  all  in  the  room, 
or  if  he  already  knows  them,  tell  him 
just  who  is  there. 

Don't  exclaim  "Wonderful!"  or 
"Marvellous!"  simply  because  the 
blind  person  can  do  quite  usual  things, 
such  as  detect  the  time  of  day  by  con- 
sulting his  watch. 

Don't  talk  of  a  sixth  sense  or  a  prov- 
idential compensation  and  so  perpet- 
uate an  obstinate  delusion.  The  extraor- 
dinary talent  is  often  merely  the  de- 
velopment of  latent  mental  resources. 

Don't  limit  your  knowledge  of  and 
interest  in  the  blind  generally  to  the 


8 


LIGHT 


street  mendicant,  who  is  sometimes  a 
social  parasite  from  choice. 

Don't  be  patronizing  with  the  blind. 
Always  be  natural.  Remember  the 
blind  person  you  meet  is  constituted 
much  the  same  as  you.  Ten  chances  to 
one  he  lost  his  sight  after  reaching 
maturity. 

Don't  leave  a  door  ajar  in  the  home 
or  office  where  there  is  a  blind  person. 
Always  keep  it  closed  or  flung  wide 
open,  flush  against  the  wall.  A  half- 
opened  door  is  the  most  dangerous 
obstacle  blind  people  encounter.  You, 
with  normal  eyesight,  who  have  col- 
lided with  a  half-opened  door  in  the 
dark,  fairly  cracking  the  cranium,  can 
appreciate  fully  this  admonition.  And 
remember  never  to  leave  any  unusual 
object  in  a  passage-way  or  other  place 
where  blind  people  are  in  the  habit  of 
walking. 

Don't  slam  shut  the  door  of  an  auto- 
mobile wherein  is  a  blind  passenger 
without  making  sure  that  his  hands  are 
out  of  the  way.  His  fingers  are  his 
stock  in  trade,  and  a  danger  besets  him 
here  unless  caution  is  practiced. 

Don't  cause  the  approaching  blind 
pedestrian  to  give  you  the  right-of-way. 
Remember,  every  time  you  cause  a 
blind  person  to  vary  from  his  general 
course,  to  get  out  of  your  way,  you 
cause  him  to  lose  his  bearing.  Figura- 
tively, this  sets  him  on  the  high  seas 
without  a  compass. 

Don't  speak  quickly  to  the  blind  per- 
son on  the  street  or  in  the  room  with- 
out first  giving  him  some  indication  of 
your  presence  if  possible.  Sometimes 
this  startles  him  out  of  his  senses,  as 
when  someone  shouts  at  you  whose 
presence  you  are  not  aware  of. 

In  the  degree  that  these  few  "don'ts" 

1  are   understood   and  practiced  by   the 

sighted  public,  will  many  stones  and 

pit-falls  be  removed  from  the  pathway 

of  the  blind. 


DEVOTION 

In  Helen  Keller's  autobiography, 
"The  Story  of  My  Life,"  she  describes 
her  growth  which  began  on  the  most 
important  day  of  all  her  life,  the  one 
on  which  Anne  Sullivan  came  to  the 
Keller  home  in  Alabama,  to  teach  the 
seven-year-old  Helen.  With  infinite 
patience  and  love,  the  twenty-year-old 
Miss  Sullivan  guided  the  eager  spirit 
toward  freedom,  spelling  out  on  the 
child's  palm  her  every  word.  From  the 
first  word  "doll"  Miss  Sullivan  taught 
Helen  Keller's  growing  thought  to 
appreciate  the  beauty  of  fragrant 
woods,  of  children's  hands,  of  flowers 
and  birds.  Speaking  to  her  just  as 
though  she  were  a  hearing  child,  ex- 
cept that  she  spelled  the  sentences  into 
her  hand,  the  teacher  led  the  student 
away  from  the  imprisonment  that  the 
failure  of  senses  had  early  enforced. 

Such  broader  horizons  of  thought 
and  achievement  did  Miss  Sullivan 
open  up  that  Helen  Keller  was  able  to 
go  on  to  school,  to  graduate  cum  laude 
from  Radcliffe,  to  receive  honor  after 
honor,  to  become  associated  with 
famous  men,  and  to  fulfill  a  most  in- 
teresting and  useful  life.  In  each  step 
of  the  way  the  devoted  teacher  was  at 
Helen's  side,  spending  without  dint  or 
restraint  all  her  own  energies,  until 
when  in  her  last  years  her  own  eye- 
sight failed,  she  became  the  student  and 
Helen  Keller  the  teacher. 

Anne  Sullivan  Macy  was  more  than 
teacher  to  Helen  Keller.  She  symbol- 
ized the  many  men  and  women  who  in 
answering  the  eager,  childlike  call 
"Light,  give  me  Light,"  have  trod  with 
dignity  the  humble  paths  of  service  un- 
selfed,  who  have  given  bountifully  of 
their  talents,  and  have  ennobled  the 
world  by  their  love  and  rich  powers  of 
appreciation. 

(Reprinted  from   The   Christian   Science    Monitor 
for  October  22,    19)6). 
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State  Services  for  the  Blind 

For  the  purpose  of  making  available 
in  convenient  form  authentic  informa- 
tion with  respect  to  the  blind,  there  was 
issued  in  March  of  this  year  a  booklet 
entitled,  "State  Services  for  the  Blind 
in  California,"  for  general  distribution. 
The  State  departments  responsible  for 
the  publication  are:  Department  of 
Education,  Department  of  Institutions 
and  Department  of  Social  Welfare,  all 
of  which  are  charged  in  one  way  or 
another  with  the  administration  of  stat- 
utory provisions  for  the  blind. 

Described  in  the  booklet  are  the  ser- 
vices which  are  intended  to  aid  blind 
persons  in  personal  development  and  in 
their  social  and  economic  adjustments, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  three  depart- 
ments. 

In  addition  to  State  provisions,  there 
are  local  provisions  for  the  blind  which 
include  the  education  of  blind  children 
and  those  with  defective  vision  in  the 
public  schools  of  a  number  of  counties, 
information  on  which  can  be  secured 
from  the  local  authorities.  The  adult 
blind,  not  eligible  for  State  aid  under 
the  law,  are  in  many  instances  assisted 
temporarily  by  the  county  welfare  de- 
partments. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  California  Coun- 
cil for  the  Blind  in  San  Luis  Obispo, 


October  3,  it  was  unanimously  voted 
that  the  welfare  of  the  blind  in  the 
State  of  California  might  be  facilitated 
through  the  publication  of  this  booklet 
in  Braille  and  Moon  types,  that  the 
resident  readers  of  those  systems  might 
inform  themselves  correctly  on  the  ser- 
vice available  to  them. 

Thereupon,  the  delegate  representing  . 
the  Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc., 
in  the  Council  offered  to  publish  the 
booklet  both  in  Braille  and  Moon  and 
to  distribute  it  free  to  the  blind  of  the 
State  who  read  those  types. 

This  offer  was  graciously  accepted 
by  the  Council  and  through  Mr.  H.  D. 
Hicker,  Chief,  Bureau  of  Vocational 
Rehabilitation,  Department  of  Educa- 
tion, reprinting  permits  have  been 
secured  from  the  various  departments. 

The  Braille  and  Moon  editions  of  the 
booklet  are  now  ready  for  distribution 
and  free  copies  are  being  mailed  by  the 
Braille  Institute  to  all  blind  readers  in 
the  State  who  request  a  copy. 
♦ 

A  Christmas  Opportunity 

Christmas  will  be  here  and  gone  be- 
fore another  issue  of  Light  will  reach 
our  readers.  The  Season  will  remind 
us  of  the  "true  light,  which  lighteth 
every  man  that  cometh  into  the  world." 
—John  1 :9. 

Therefore,  we  hope  that  Light's  ar- 
rival at  this  time  will  remind  its  readers 
of  the  opportunity  which  is  always 
available,  whereby  they  may,  through 
contributing  to  our  funds,  reflect  the 
Christmas  spirit  any  time  during  the 
year  by  making  it  possible  to  send  our 
two  Braille  monthlies,  and  one  Moon 
monthly  magazine  to  thousands  who, 
because  of  limitation  and  lack,  cannot 
subscribe  for  them,  even  at  rates  which 
are  less  than  half  the  publishing  cost. 
Do  our  readers,  we  wonder,  realize 
what  these  magazines  mean  to  those  • 
who  sit  in  darkness,  many  of  whom  are 
residing  in  rural  districts,  isolated  from 
the  outside  world? 
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The  mastery  of  Braille  and  Moon 
reading  has  in  many  instances  wrought 
a  transformation  in  their  lives.  The 
realization  that  they  can  again  read  for 
themselves,  restores  hope  and  revives 
courage.  Tracing  their  sensitive  fingers 
along  the  dotted  lines  of  a  good  book 
or  magazine  they  are  led  into  a  light- 
filled  world  of  ideas,  the  doors  to  which 
they  imagined  were  closed  to  them  for- 
ever, through  the  loss  of  physical  sight 
in  adulthood. 

Thousands  would  like  to  have  these 
magazines,  comparatively  few  can 
afford  to  subscribe  at  any  price. 

A  contribution  of  only  $10  will  make 
it  possible  for  you  to  send  these  two 
Braille  monthlies  to  one  lonely  shut-in 
throughout  1937 ;  or  to  send  one  of 
them  to  each  of  two  readers. 

Fifteen  dollars  will  pay  for  the  pub- 
lishing cost  of  one  yearly  subscription 
for  the  magazine  in  Moon  type,  to  be 
sent  free  to  some  worthy  reader. 

The  difference  in  cost  lies  in  the  fact 
that  literature  in  Moon  type,  designed 
especially  for  elderly  blind  and  for 
those  infirm  in  other  respects,  is  bulkier 
and  more  costly  to  produce.  But,  be- 
cause these  are  more  hopelessly  in 
bondage  and  darkness  than  those  who 
are  more  capable,  is  ample  reason  why 
they  should  be  served. 

Think  what  it  must  mean  to  the 
blind  in  either  case,  many  of  whom  are 
so  situated  that  literature  in  raised 
print  is  their  only  contact  with  the  out- 
side world. 

Funds  in  the  amount  of  $14,508 
should  be  forthcoming  to  meet  the  de- 
mand for  these  magazines  in  1937.  But 
don't  let  this  startle  you.  A  contribu- 
tion such  as  you  may  be  able  to  send 
will  help  more  than  you  realize. 
♦ 

Library  Service 

In  July,  1934,  Dr.  Herbert  Putnam, 
'Librarian  of  Congress,  designated  the 
Braille  Institute  Library  as  a  distribu- 
ting branch  of  the  Library  of  Congress 
to   circulate    embossed    literature    and 


sound  records  to  the  blind  of  the  nation. 

Since  that  time  the  library  facilities 
have  been  consistently  improved  and 
many  letters  have  been  received  from 
blind  readers  expressing  their  apprecia- 
tion for  the  splendid  service  rendered 
by  the  library  and  its  staff. 

Among  the  reforms  instituted  is  a 
plan  whereby  members  of  the  library, 
using  the  Talking  Book  records,  are 
furnished  with  free  phonograph  needles. 
Enough  needles  are  sent  with  each  set 
of  Talking  Book  records  to  insure  the 
safe  and  satisfactory  use  of  the  disks. 

Thus,  the  Braille  Institute  Library 
became  the  first  free  lending  library  for 
the  blind  to  render  this  service.  To 
many  of  the  blind,  especially  the  "shut- 
ins"  and  those  residing  in  remote  com- 
munities, where  it  is  not  always  easy  to 
obtain  the  proper  needles,  this  consti- 
tutes an  invaluable  service. 

Another  equally  important  service  to 
the  members  of  the  library  is  the  issu- 
ance of  a  Braille  catalog.  In  this  way 
the  reader  is  able  to  make  his  own 
selection  without  calling  on  sighted 
members  of  the  household  to  refer  to 
ink-print  catalogs. 

Recently  the  catalog  was  revised  to 
include  every  title  in  the  library  as  of 
June  30,  1936. 

In  this  catalog  the  books  are  classi- 
fied according  to  the  grade  of  Braille 
used,  the  classification  being  indicated 
on  the  bottom  of  each  odd-numbered 
page.  The  books  and  records  are  listed 
alphabetically  by  title,  the  title  being 
followed  by  the  name  of  the  author  and 
the  number  of  volumes  to  the  title. 

Under  each  division,  further  classifi- 
cation is  made  into  groups  according 
to  subject  matter. 

An  index  of  authors,  alphabetically 
arranged,  is  provided  for  convenience. 

Books  supplied  by  the  Library  of 
Congress  are  indicated  by  the  letters 
LC  and  as  these  books  are  available  at 
other  regional  libraries  supplied  by  the 
Library  of  Congress,  the  catalog  is  to 
this  extent  serviceable  to  members  of 
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such     libraries     as     may    acquire    the 
catalog. 

A  supplement  to  this  catalog  will  be 
furnished  members  of  the  library  an- 
nually. The  catalog  and  smpplements 
are  lent  to  members  to  be  returned  to 
the  library  whenever  they  become  in- 
active. 

♦ 

Plugging  for  Our  Advertisers 

Again  we  remind  our  readers  that 
the  publication  of  "Light"  on  a  quarter- 
ly basis,  regularly,  is  possible  partly  be- 
cause of  the  revenue  received  from  the 
sale  of  advertising  space.  Therefore, 
we  ask  your  cooperation  by  way  of 
patronage  of  our  advertisers,  wherever 
possible. 

"Light"  is  proving  to  be  more  and 
more  beneficial  as  an  educational  medi- 
um and  for  this  and  other  reasons  it  is 
worthy  of  your  cooperation. 


ARTICLES  FOR  THE  BLIND 

on  sale   at   Braille    Institute   of 

America,   Inc. 

Braille  slate  and  stylus $1.10 

Hill  desk  board  (for  longhand  writing)     1.50 
Hill  writing  guide 

(for  longhand  writing) 50 

Grooved  writing  card 

(for  longhand  writing) 15 

Braille  slate  paper,  per  lb 20 

Braille  writer  paper,  per  lb 20 

Paper  for  use  in  Hill  desk  boards, 

per  100  sheets 40 

Coin  holder 60 

Playing  cards,  brailled 55 

Typewriter  keyboard  chart  (in  braille)       .05 
Christmas  cards,  (in  braille) 15 

The  following  articles  can  be  secured 
on  order: 

Braille   dominoes 1.76 

Braille  dominoes,  interlocking  ....       .75 

Checkerboard  and  men 75 

Checkerboard,  folding,  and  men    .     .     .     5.00 
Desk  braille  slate  with  board  and  stylus     2.00 
Watches $8.50-$23.75 
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Members,  contributors,  and  friends  who  intend  to 
leave  bequests  in  their  wills  to  Braille  Institute  of 
America,  Inc.,  are  earnestly  urged  to  exercise  care  in 
using  this  name  clearly. 

More  than  once  in  recent  years,  we  have  lost  be- 
quests or  been  obliged  to  go  to  considerable  trouble 
to  prove  our  rights,  just  because  the  name  was  not 
clearly  designated. 

So,  again  we  ask  our  friends  please  to  remember: 

1.  Our  legal,  corporate  name  is  "Braille  Institute 
of  America,  Inc." 

2.  Our  headquarters  is  at  741  North  Vermont 
Avenue,  Los  Angeles,  California. 

3 .  We  have  no  branch  offices  and  are  not  affiliated 
officially  with  any  other  organization  for  the  blind. 

4.  We  are  the  largest  private  institution  for  the 
blind  west  of  the  Mississippi  River. 

5.  We  are  adequately  equipped  and  efficiently  or- 
ganized to  cope  intelligently  with  the  problems  hav- 
ing to  do  with  rehabilitation  of  the  blind. 

6.  Under  Article  3  of  our  charter,  we  can  "re- 
ceive and  accept  for  the  purposes  of  the  corporation, 
gifts,  donations,  bequests,  and  devises  of  money  and 
property,"  and  "perform  any  conditions  which  may 
be  stipulated  by  the  donors." 

Suitable  forms  for  bequests  or  devise  in  will,  or 
codicils,  are  printed  on  page  15.  Additional  forms 
may  be  obtained  upon  application  at  the  Braille  Insti- 
tute by  letter  or  telephone. 
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DIRECTORY 

Business  and  Professional  Blind 


CLUB  AND  AFTER-DINNER 
SPEAKING 

THOMAS  S.  BUTLER,  1653  Shatto  St.,  Los  An- 
geles,  Phone  Exposition  8359. 

INSURANCE 

KENNETH  E.  MARSHALL,  Fire,  Automobile. 
Liability,  Plate  Glass,  Jewelry  and  Fur  Floaters  In- 
surance, 357%  North  Beverly  Dr.,  Beverly  Hills. 
Phone  WOodbury  61444. 

PHYSIO-THERAPY  AND  MASSAGE 

VICTOR  EGBERT,  1004  W.  53rd  St.,  Los  An- 
geles. For  appointment  call  PLeasant  8172  or  TWin 
Oaks  1412. 

VIOLIN  MAKER 

CHARLES  H.  BAKER,  Res.:  630  South  "E"  St. 
(rear),  Tulare,   Calif..   P.   O.  Address  Tulare,  Box  872. 

NOVELTIES 

Christmas  cards — Personalized  Assortments  complete 
with  envelopes — 50  for  $1.00;  and  25  for  $1.00;  also, 
beautiful  etchings — 50  for  $1.50.  Write  for  details  and 
samp:es.  A.  B.  A.  Bridge  Service,  160  East  105th  St.. 
New   York   City.     Owned   and   Operated   by  the   Blind. 

PIANO  TUNER 

WILLIAM  L.  CURRIE,  4025  South  Brighton  Ave., 
Los  Angeles,  Phone  UNiversity  1115. 


ALDERIC  E. 


:thier 


French  Furrier 

CUSTOM-MADE  JuTS 
To  Order 

Remodeling 


3315  Wilshire  Boulevard 
Telephone:  FItzroy  2315 
LOS      ANGELES 


BIBLES  FOR  THE  BLIND 

As  Christmas  Gifts 

Every  year  at  Christmas  the 
Braille  Bible  Society,  Inc.,  endeav- 
ors to  send  out  a  number  of  Bible 
volumes  to  the  blind  who  have  re- 
quested free  grants. 

To  take  care  of  some  of  these 
requests,  the  Society  is  making  an 
appeal  for  funds  at  this  time. 
Contributions  received  before  De- 
cember 1  will  go  into  the  Christ- 
mas Bible  Fund,  thus  affording  a 
happy  Christmas  for  Braille  read- 
ers who  will  receive  the  Scriptural 
volumes. 

In  recent  years  there  has  been 
a  gradual  awakening  among  the 
blind  for  the  Bible  in  a  form  they 
may  read  for  themselves,  as  is  evi- 
denced by  the  fact  that  the  Society 
now  has  on  file  requests  for  many 
more  Bible  volumes  than  it  can 
possibly  fill  at  this  time. 

A  gift  of  $52.50  will  furnish 
some  worthy  blind  reader  the  com- 
plete Bible  in  21  volumes;  $40  will 
furnish  the  Old  Testament  in  16 
volumes;  $12.50  purchases  the 
New  Testament,  bound  in  five 
volumes,  while  $2.50  will  pay  the 
cost  of  supplying  free  to  some 
reader  one  volume  of  either  the 
Old  or  New  Testament. 

Contributions  to  the  Christmas 
Bible  Fund  should  be  made  payable 
and  sent  to 

BRAILLE  BIBLE  SOCIETY,  Inc., 

739  North  Vermont  Avenue, 

Los  Angeles 


\ 


o 


14 


LIGHT 


Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc. 


BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES 

Robert  A.  Odell,  President 

J.  Robert  Atkinson,  Vice-President  and  Manager 

W.  H.  Kindig,  Secretary 

Arthur  L.  Sonderegger,  Treasurer 


P.  A.  Be-Hannesey  Franklin  Lowney 

Hon.  Frank  C.  Collier  Cecil  L.  Whitehead 

Dr.  R.  W.  Whomes 


THE  Braille  Institute  of  America, 
Inc.,  was  chartered  under  the  laws 
of  the  State  of  California  on  the 
100th  anniversary  of  the  braille  system 
of  printing  for  the  blind,  as  a  memorial 
to  Louis  Braille, of  France,  (1806-1852), 
who  made  it  possible  for  the  blind  to 
write  as  well  as  read. 

This  explains  the  prominence  given 
to  the  word  Braille  in  the  Institute's 
name,  and  the  practical  omission  there- 
from of  any  word  which  has  a  direct 
bearing  on  welfare  work  for  the  blind. 

The  Institute  is  a  national  non-profit 
agency  devoted  to  the  social,  industrial 
and  literary  advancement  of  the  blind, 
with  headquarters  at  741  North  Ver- 
mont Avenue,  Los  Angeles,  California. 

It  was  established  to  acquire  the 
assets  and  activities  of  the  Universal 
Braille  Press,  founded  in  1919  by  J. 
Robert  Atkinson,  with  the  assistance 
of  philanthropic  friends. 

Governed  by  a  board  of  trustees 
elected  annually  by  the  members,  and 
established  to  receive  and  expend  gifts 
and  endowments  for  the  welfare  of  the 
blind,  it  ranks  among  the  nation's  lead- 
ing institutions  in  the  field  of  philan- 
thropy, thereby  affording  an  outlet  for 
the  benevolence  of  all  who  wish  to  help 
those  handicapped  by  physical  blind- 
ness. 

The  nation's  blind  population  is  esti- 
mated at  120,000,  of  whom  90  per  cent 
lost  their  sight  after  reaching  maturity. 
To  the   latter,    the   doors   of   tax-sup- 


ported schools  for  the  education  of  the 
youthful  blind  are  closed. 

Blind  adults  everywhere  are  appeal- 
ing to  the  Braille  Institute  for  help  and 
counsel.  They  recognize  in  the  Insti- 
tute, founded  by  a  blind  man,  a  bond  of 
sympathy  and  leadership  on  which  to 
anchor  hope. 

The  Braille  Institute  of  America's 
activities  include : 

1)  A  Bureau  of  Business  Placement 
and  Guidance,  to  find  occupations  or 
business  locations  for  the  employable 
blind ; 

2)  A  Bureau  of  Social  Welfare,  to 
assist  the  blind  who  for  good  reasons 
cannot  be  rehabilitated  for  gainful  oc- 
cupation ; 

3)  Free  instruction  in  reading  and 
writing  raised  print,  in  typewriting  and 
lessons  in  self-reliance; 

4)  Sponsorship  of  books  and  maga- 
zines for  the  blind,  on  a  non-profit 
basis,  and  free  to  those  unable  to  pay; 

5)  Free  library  service  to  the  blind 
of  the  nation.  This  library  is  one  of  the 
25  regional  libraries  which  distributes 
literature  published  by  the  United 
States  government  and  supplied 
through  the  Library  of  Congress. 

The  Institute  publishes  three  month- 
ly magazines  as  follows:  "March  of 
Events,"  a  digest  of  world  news,  printed 
in  braille ;  "The  Braille  Mirror,"  a 
panorama  of  world  affairs,  printed  in 
braille ;  "New  Moon,"  printed  in  Moon 
type,  containing  a  digest  of  current 
events. 

The  Institute's  activities  are  sus- 
tained through  voluntary  contributions, 
endowments,  and  the  sale  of  member- 
ships, as  follows:  Participating  mem- 
ber, $3  per  annum;  Patron  member,  $5 
per  annum;  Supporting  member,  $10 
per  annum;  Contributing  member,  $25 
per  annum ;  Associate  member,  $50  per 
annum;  Sustaining  member,  $100  per 
annum ;  Life  member,  $1,000. 
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FORM  OF  BEQUEST 
I  give,  devise  and  bequeath  to  the  Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc.,  of  Los 
Angeles,  California 

(Insert  description  of  money  or  property  given) 

for  the  general  uses  and  purposes  of  the  corporation. 


FORM  OF  CODICIL  TO  WILL 

When  a  will  has  been  made  and  it  is  afterwards  desired  to  make  a  gift  or 
bequest  to  the  Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc.,  it  will  be  sufficient  if  the  form 
below  is  filled  in,  and  signed  by  the  testator  in  the  presence  of  two  witnesses, 
who  also,  at  the  request  of  the  testator,  sign  as  witnesses  in  the  presence  of  the 
testator  and  in  the  presence  of  each  other.  This  codicil  should  then  be  carefully 
attached  to  the  existing  will. 

CODICIL 

THIS  IS  A  CODICIL  to  the  last  Will  and  Testament  of 


dated 

(Name  in  Full)  (Date  of  Will) 

I  give,  devise  and  bequeath  to  the  Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc.,  of 
Los  Angeles,  California,  for  the  general  purposes  of  the  corporation,  the  sum  of 

(or  a  description  of 

any  property,  real  or  personal.) 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  this day  of 

'. 19 


(Signature  of  Testator) 
Signed  by  the  tesfatr;x  as  and  for  a  Codicil  to  j,esr  last  Will  dated. 


.in  the  presence  of  us,  both  present  at  the  same 


(Date  of  Will) 

time,  who  at    j,er  request  and  in    her     presence,  and  in  the  presence  of  each 
other,  have  hereunto  set  our  names  as  witnesses. 

residing  at 

residing  at 
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ELECTION  LAWS 
(Continued  from  page  6) 

Minnesota  —  "One  or  more  of  the 
judges." 

Mississippi — "One  of  the  managers  (of 
the  election)  or  other  person  of  his 
own  selection." 

Missouri — "The  judges  (of  election)." 

Montana  —  "Two  of  the  judges  who 
shall  represent  different  parties." 

Nebraska — "One  judge  and  one  clerk, 
each  of  different  political  parties." 

Nevada — "Two  of  the  inspectors,  each 
of  a  different  political  affiliation." 

New  Hampshire — "Any  qualified  voter 
in  same  town  or  ward." 

New  Jersey — "Some  person  of  his  own 
selection." 

New  Mexico  —  "Any  person  of  his 
choice." 

New  York — "Two  election  officers,  not 
of  same  political  faith  (except  at 
primaries)  or  father,  mother,  brother, 
sister,  husband,  wife,  or  child,  as  he 
may  select." 

North  Carolina  —  "Any  one  of  the 
markers  or  assistants  chosen  by  the 
voter,  or,  if  he  have  no  preference,  by 
the  judge." 

North  Dakota — "Father,  mother,  hus- 
band, wife,  brother,  sister,  son,  or 
daughter,  or  both  judges  of  election." 

Ohio — "Two  judges  of  elections  be- 
longing to  different  political  parties 
...  or  a  near  relative." 

Oklahoma  —  "Two  precinct  election 
officers  of  opposite  political  parties." 

Oregon — "Both  judges  or  a  judge  and 
a  clerk." 

Pennsylvania  —  "Any  qualified  voter 
(of  his  own  selection)." 

Rhode  Island — "Two  of  the  supervis- 
ors, one  a  democrat  and  the  other  a 
republican." 

South  Carolina  —  No  legal  provision. 
Customary  for  managers  to  assist. 

South  Dakota — "Two  of  the  judges  of 
election,  belonging  to  two  different 

|     political  parties." 

Tennessee — "The  officer  holding  the 
election." 

Texas — "Two  judges  of  election." 


Utah — "Any  two  of  the  election  judges) 

who  are  of  different  political  parties."' 
Vermont — "Two  assisting  clerks." 
Virginia — "One  of  the  officers  of  elec 

tion  designated  by  the  voter." 
Washington — "One  or  two  of  the  elec-j 

tion  officers." 
West  Virginia — "The  poll  clerks." 
Wisconsin  —  "Any   person   chosen   by 

him  from  among  the  legal  voters  of 

the  county." 
Wyoming — "Two  of  the  election  offi 

cers,  who  shall  not  be  members  of 

the  same  political  party." 
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TIMELY    GIFTS 

TO  THE  BLIND 


THE  BRAILLE  MIRROR— a  monthly  magazine- 
publishing  cost  $7.80  per  year. 

Contains  a  panorama  of  world  news,  the 
latest  political  events,  humor,  an  open 
forum  section,  news  notes,  and  an  occa- 
sional short  story. 


MARCH  OF  EVENTS— a  monthly  magazine  printed 
in  Braille — publishing  cost  $7.40  per  year. 

Contains  brief  items  and  longer  items  on 
national  and  international  affairs  of  polit- 
ical, social  and  scientific  significance,  per- 
sonality sketches  of  prominent  characters 
and  news  notes. 


NEW  MOON — a  monthly  magazine  in  Moon  type — 
especially  designed  for  use  of  the  elderly  and  in- 
firm blind.  Publishing  cost,  $15.12  per  year. 

Contains  current  matter  of  world-wide  in- 
terest, the  latest  political  events,  humor, 
news  notes  and  an  occasional  short  story. 


LIGHT  readers  are  urged  to  underwrite  one  yearly 
subscription  for  each  or  all  of  these  magazines  to 
be  sent  free  to  blind  readers  who  cannot  pay  any 
portion  of  the  production  cost. 


My  Very  Best  Wishes 


To 


A  Most  Humanitarian  Society 


For  the  Blind . . . 


Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc. 


SID   GRAUMAN 
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SALESROOM  FOR  BLIND-MADE  PRODUCTS 

"The  noblest  charity  is  to  prevent  a  man  from  ac- 
cepting charity;  and  the  best  alms  are  to  show 
and  to  enable  a  man  to  dispense  with  alms." 


THROUGH  the  holiday  season  the 
Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc., 
experimentally  operated  a  sales- 
room in  downtown  Los  Angeles  where 
was  offered  to  the  public  useful  prod- 
ucts made  by  blind  artisans  of  the 
State.  Among  the  articles  displayed 
and  sold  were :  afghans,  aprons,  bags, 
luncheon  sets,  dish  cloths,  coat  hangers, 
collars,  cushion  covers,  dolls,  doilies, 
jackets,  mats,  pillows,  potholders,  rugs, 
socks,  sun  suits,  toys,  towels,  scarfs, 
stools,  sachets,  sweaters  and  leather 
goods. 

The  opening  of  the  store  was  made 
possible  partly  because  of  the  gener- 
osity of  the  owners  of  the  Edwards  & 
Wildey  Building.  The  Braille  Institute 
paid  all  incidental  expenses  such  as 
clerical  hire,  etc.,  and  charged  no  com- 
mission on  the  sale  of  the  articles,  in 
order  that  the  blind  might  realize  the 
full  price  on  their  handiwork. 

The  project,  which  was  undertaken 
only  temporarily,  through  the  holiday 
season,  was  twofold  in  purpose.  Be- 
hind it  lay  primarily  the  desire  to  serve 
the  blind  by  placing  in  their  hands  the 
fruition  of  their  labor  in  the  form  of 
actual  cash  so  that  they,  in  turn,  might 
purchase  needed  comforts  or  appropri- 
ate gifts  for  their  loved  ones.  Next,  it 
was  an  experiment  through  which  to 
learn  how  best  to  serve  the  blind  of  the 
State  in  marketing  their  products. 

In  both  respects  the  undertaking  was 
successful,  to  the  extent  that  the  ex- 


periment promises  to  bring  permanent 
and  lasting  benefits  to  the  home  work- 
ers. It  showed  conclusively  the  need 
for  the  operation  of  such  a  store  in 
downtown  Los  Angeles  on  a  perma- 
nent basis. 

Therefore,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Insti- 
tute's trustees  held  on  the  8th  of  Jan- 
uary, it  was  unanimously  agreed  to  lay 
plans  immediately  for  the  permanent 
establishment  of  a  suitable  salesroom 
in  the  downtown  district,  and  to  take 
steps  in  persuading  a  few  kind  friends 
to  underwrite  the  operating  expenses. 

The  cost  of  the  enterprise  for  the 
first  year  is  estimated  at  $5,000.  There 
are  facts  and  figures  which  indicate 
clearly  that  if  the  store  can  be  opened 
soon  the  blind  home  workers  of  the 
State  will  be  greatly  benefited  and  at 
the  same  time  it  will  relieve  to  some 
extent  a  situation  which  is  causing  the 
State  workers  under  the  Department 
of  Institutions  grave  concern,  due  to 
the  lack  of  facilities  for  marketing 
home-made  products. 

No  profit  would  be  taken  by  the  In- 
stitute, and  as  rapidly  as  possible  it 
would  purchase  the  products  from  the 
blind  paying  them  cash,  rather  than 
take  the  goods  under  consignment.  The 
experimental  salesroom  showed  this  to 
be  the  more  ideal  way  of  marketing  the 
products,  with  the  added  advantage' 
that  the  blind  workers  would  not  have 
to  wait  weeks  and  maybe  months  until 
the  goods  are  sold,  before  being  paid 
for  their  labor. 
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There  are  now  about  1500  blind  men 
and  women  who  have  been  trained  in 
craftsmanship  of  some  kind  by  the 
Bureau  of  Field  Work  for  the  Non- 
custodial Blind  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Department  of  Institutions.  The 
bureau  is  staffed  by  a  supervisor  and 
five  field  workers  with  allotted  terri- 
tories throughout  the  State.  During 
initial  training  the  State  furnishes  free 
material    but    after    the    instruction    is 


completed  all   materials   are  furnished 
the  home  workers  at  cost. 

At  least  until  central  markets  are 
established  by  the  State,  the  Braille  In- 
stitute of  America,  Inc.,  through  the 
permanent  operation  of  such  a  sales- 
room, can  render  the  blind  shut-ins  of 
the  State  a  valuable  service  and  at  the 
same  time  encourage  them  in  their 
laudable  efforts  towards  self-support. 
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Members,  contributors,  and  friends  who  intend  to 
leave  bequests  in  their  wills  to  Braille  Institute  of 
America,  Inc.,  are  earnestly  urged  to  exercise  care  in 
using  this  name  clearly. 

More  than  once  in  recent  years,  we  have  lost  be- 
quests or  been  obliged  to  go  to  considerable  trouble 
to  prove  our  rights,  just  because  the  name  was  not 
clearly  designated. 

So,  again  we  ask  our  friends  please  to  remember: 

1.  Our  legal,  corporate  name  is  "Braille  Institute 
of  America,  Inc." 

2.  Our  headquarters  is  at  741  North  Vermont 
Avenue,  Los  Angeles,  California. 

3.  We  have  no  branch  offices  and  are  not  affiliated 
officially  'with  any  other  organization  for  the  blind. 

4.  We  are  the  largest  private  institution  for  the 
blind  west  of  the  Mississippi  River. 

5.  We  are  adequately  equipped  and  efficiently  or- 
ganized to  cope  intelligently  with  the  problems  hav- 
ing to  do  with  rehabilitation  of  the  blind. 

6.  Under  Article  3  of  our  charter,  we  can  "re- 
ceive and  accept  for  the  purposes  of  the  corporation, 
gifts,  donations,  bequests,  and  devises  of  money  and 
property,"  and  "perform  any  conditions  which  may 
be  stipulated  by  the  donors." 

Suitable  forms  for  bequests  or  devise  in  will,  or 
codicils,  are  printed  on  page  15.  Additional  forms 
may  be  obtained  upon  application  at  the  Braille  Insti- 
tute by  letter  or  telephone. 


A  TRIBUTE  TO  LOUIS  BRAILLE 


PARTLY  because  1 
the  Braille  Insti- 
tute of  America, 
Inc.,  was  founded  on 
the  one  hundredth 
anniversary  of  the 
Braille  system,  in 
commemoration  of  its 
father,  Louis  Braille, 
its  trustees  feel  they 
would  be  remiss  if 
they  failed  occasional- 
ly to  point  out  in  the 
pages  of  this  maga- 
zine the  value  of 
Braille's  invention  to 
the  blind  of  the  whole 
world. 

Efforts  to  make  it 
possible  for  the  blind  Photo  courtesy  Araerica 
to  read  had  been  under  way  since  1617, 
but  not  until  1829,  when  Louis  Braille 
designed  the  dotted  system  which 
bears  his  name,  did  the  publication  of 
literature  in  raised  type  become  truly 
practical  for  the  first  time. 

In  1854,  two  years  after  Louis  Braille 
has  passed  away,  the  French  govern- 
ment adopted  the  Braille  system  offi- 
cially and  soon  it  was  quite  universally 
used  throughout  Europe.  It  was 
brought  to  America  in  1860  by  Dr. 
Simon  Pollock,  trustee  of  the  Missouri 
School  for  the  Blind.  In  1917  it  was 
officially  adopted  in  America  as  the 
standard  system  of  printing  for  the 
English  reading  blind.  All  that  is 
mortal  of  Louis  Braille  has  long  ago 
crumbled  to  ashes,  but  his  gentle  spirit 
still  hovers  over  the  institutions  of  the 
blind,  who  reap  the  benefits  of  his  un- 


selfish labor,  and  the 
generations  to  come 
will  call  him  blessed. 

Braille's  system  is 
significant  in  at  least 
two  respects.  First, 
it  is  adaptable  to 
every  language  that 
has  an  alphabet.  Sec- 
ond, it  may  be  written, 
as  well  as  read  by  the 
blind;  and  therein  lies 
is  superlative  value  in 
their  education  and 
rehabilitation. 

No  one  knew  this 
better  than  did  Louis 
Braille,  himself. 
Blinded  at  the  age  of 

Foundation  for  the  Blind    ^^    an(j    made    pro_ 

fessor  of  music  and  mathematics  in  the 
institution  which  graduated  him  after 
twenty  years  of  pupilage,  Braille  felt 
keenly  the  need  of  a  system  of  raised 
print  for  the  blind  which  they  could 
write  as  well  as  read.  The  system 
used  at  that  time  could  be  read  by  the 
blind,  but  not  written ;  hence,  necessity 
again  became  the  mother  of  invention, 
through  one  who  knew,  by  adversity 
and  experience,  the  needs  of  his  fel- 
low-blind. 

A  few  years  ago,  the  world  paid  trib- 
ute to  a  famous  inventor,  that  genius 
of  light  and  science,  Thomas  A.  Edison, 
by  momentarily  plunging  the  world 
into  darkness,  in  memory  of  what  he 
did  towards  making  it  easy  for  man- 
kind to  find  their  way  in  the  dark. 
Fortunately  for  the  world,  their  dark- 
ness, on  that  occasion  was  only  tern- 
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porary — snapped  in,  and  snapped  out, 
voluntarily. 

But  to  thousands  of  persons  in  this 
nation,  not  to  mention  millions  else- 
where, that  incident  brought  no  thrill, 
nor  even  passing  change  of  environ- 
ment: for  at  some  time  in  their  adult 
lives,  their  lights  had  been  snapped  out, 
involuntarily,  and  perhaps  through  no 
fault  of  their  own  they  were  plunged 
into  a  world  of  darkness  which  cannot 
be  illuminated  by  the  turn  of  an  elec- 
tric switch.  Nor  are  their  any  solar 
rays  by  day,  nor  constellations  by 
night  to  give  them  light  in  their  dark 
world. 

To  these  thousands  and  thousands  of 
unfortunates,  the  work  of  Edison  can 
never  mean  so  much  as  the  work  of 
their  blind  friend  and  benefactor,  Louis 
Braille.  The  names  "Edison"  and 
"Braille"  will  both  go  down  to  poster- 
ity. Both  men  were  inventors  of  light. 
Physical  blindness  was  dispelled  by 
Edison;  but  to  Louis  Braille,  a  blind 
man,  fell  the  more  difficult  task  of  dis- 
sipating mental  darkness  for  his  fel- 
low-blind by  enabling  them,  through 
his  marvellous  invention,  to  write  as 
well  as  read  the  literature  of  their  time. 
Because  of  this  Braille's  name  is 
already  a  household  word  in  thousands 
of  homes  throughout  the  world. 

Today,  there  are  many  blind  men 
and  women  engaged  in  useful  occupa- 
tions who  would  gladly  tell  you  it 
would  be  impossible  for  them  to  carry 
on  without  the  ability  to  write  Braille 
on  a  slate  or  typewriter. 

Moreover,  in  many  high  schools  and 
universities  today,  may  be  found  blind 
students  who  depend  upon  the  Braille 


slate  for  note-taking  in  the  classroom; 
while  out  in  the  commercial  world 
blind  salesmen,  reporters  and  others 
use  the  Braille  slate  in  very  much  the 
same  way  as  their  contemporaries  with 
sight  use  the  notebook  and  pencil. 

Usually,  a  veritable  transformation 
soon  takes  place  in  the  life  of  the  blind 
adult  who  gains  a  mastery  of  Braille, 
The  realization  that  he  can  again  read 
for  himself  restores  courage  and  re- 
vives hope.  Often  this  change  is 
brought  about  with  only  a  few  lessons 
by  a  competent  instructor.  This  in- 
struction is  given  free  by  the  Braille 
Institute  of  America,  Inc.,  and  by  many 
other  institutions  throughout  the  na- 
tion in  their  respective  localities,  often 
right  in  the  homes  of  the  blind.  This 
explains  why  these  instructors  are 
called  home  teachers. 

Only  he  who  has  suffered  the  loss  of 
sight,  and  consequently  the  loss  of 
literature,  can  fully  appreciate  the  in- 
vention of  Louis  Braille,  or  the  work 
of  the  home  teacher,  and  the  joy  that 
comes  to  the  pupil  who  acquires  the  art 
of  reading  through  the  sense  of  touch. 
Tracing  his  sensitive  fingers  along  the 
dotted  lines  of  a  good  book  or  maga- 
zine, he  is  led  gradually  into  a  world 
of  light-filled  ideas,  the  doors  to  which 
he  had  imagined  were  closed  to  him 
forever  through  the  loss  of  physical 
sight. 

Throughout  the  years  other  inven- 
tions have  brought  literature  within 
the  reach  of  the  blind.  The  radio  has 
even  helped  to  this  end  but  neither  it 
nor  any  of  the  other  methods,  however 
commendable,  can  ever  substitute  for 
the  printed  word  in  Braille  type. 
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WHAT  DO  THE  BLIND  READ? 


By  ALAN  T.  HUNT 

THE  question  What  do  the  blind  some.  Using  the  American  Library 
read?  is  often  asked  by  those  visit-  Association  classifications,  the  follow- 
ing for  the  first  time  the  Braille  In-  ing  table  indicates  the  degree  of  reader 
stitute  Library.  The  answer  is,  "About  interest  on  the  basis  of  one  hundred 
the  same  type  of  book  read  by  sighted  percent,  for  all  Braille  titles  in  the 
persons."  library: 

This  has  not  always  been  the  case;  Classification                                 Percent. 

for  many  years  the  selection  of  books  Fiction 17.9 

in  Braille  was  so  limited  that  the  tastes  History 9.9 

and  necessities  of  blind  readers  were  Natural  Science 9.6 

greatly  restricted,  and  this  is  true  to-  Philosophy 8.7 

day  of  the  many  who  read  Moon  type.  Religion 8.6 

During  the   last   twenty  years,   and  Travel 7.9 

particularly     since      1931,     when     the  Biography 7.8 

United    States    Government   began   to  Literature 6.9 

publish   and   distribute  books   for   the  Sociology 6.8 

blind,  there  has  been  a  gradually  in-  Useful  Arts 6.0 

creasing     selection     available    to     the  General 5.9 

reader  of  Braille.   The  foundation  of  a  Fine  Arts 4.0 

real  library  is  being  laid.   Books  of  all  These  figures  were  arrived  at  from 

classes  are  now  being  printed;  books  the  basis  of  the  number  of  titles  of  each 

of   current   interest    as   well   as    those  gr0up  borrowed  per  unit  time  and  are 

proved  worthy  by  the  years  are  being  accurate   for   the   library   in   question, 

furnished   by    the    Government    to    its  They  will  no   doubt   vary  with   other 

distributing  libraries.  libraries    because    of    the    variation    in 

There  has  been  some  discussion  in  titles  available.  The  libraries  older 
the  field  and  among  the  blind  them-  than  the  Braille  Institute  Library,  as 
selves  regarding  the  classes  of  books  most  are,  have  on  their  shelves  many 
which  are  of  most  interest  to  the  blind,  volumes  printed  years  ago  and  many 
The  advisability  of  reproducing  in  libraries  have  large  numbers  of  hand- 
Braille  at  all  books  of  some  classes  has  copied  books  in  Braille ;  these  would 
been  questioned.  It  is  true  that  the  naturally  affect  the  selections  made  by 
selection    of   books    should   so    far    as  their  members. 

possible  conform  to  the  needs  of  the  The  above  figures  for  the  Braille  In- 

readers,  but  it  must  first  be  determined  stitute  Library,  on  the  other  hand,  rep- 

with  fair  accuracy  what  the  needs  of  resent  rather  closely  the  popularity  of 

the  readers  are.  books  printed  since  1931  by  the  Gov- 

A  study  of  the  kinds  of  books  most  ernment,  inasmuch  as  by  far  the 
read  by  the  Braille  reader  utilizing  the  greater  number  of  titles  are  those  re- 
Braille  Institute  Library  over  a  period  ceived  from  the  Government.  Just  how 
of  almost  four  years  indicates  that  fie-  does  this  popularity  coincide  with  the 
tion  is  by  no  means  the  universally  selections  made?  A  rough  re-classifi- 
popular  type  it  is  supposed  to   be  by  cation  of  the   Government  books   into 
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the  classifications  used  by  the  Amer- 
ican Library  Association  shows  that 
since  1931  the  percentage  of  Braille 
titles  published  for  each  classification 
is  somewhat  as  follows : 

Classification  Percent. 

Fiction 32 

History 8 

Natural  Science 6 

Philosophy 2 

Religion 2 

Travel 6 

Biography 14 

Literature 11 

Sociology 9 

Useful  Arts 3 

General 2 

Fine  Arts 5 

The  variation  in  this  table  and  the 
table  above  would  indicate  that  the 
selection  of  books  furnished  libraries 
by  the  Government  should  be  con- 
trolled to  keep  pace  with  the  desires  of 
Braille  readers.  For  example,  it  would 
appear  that  titles  under  the  classifica- 
tions of  Biography  and  Literature  are 
at  present  stocked  in  excess  of  the  de- 
mand, while  titles  under  the  classifica- 
tion of  Natural  Science  and  Philosophy 
are  greatly  in  demand  and  there  should 
be  more  of  them  available.  Likewise, 
the  libraries  are  somewhat  oversup- 
plied  with  Fiction. 

Religious  organizations  often  supply 
individual  readers  and  libraries  with 
religious  literature,  so  that  the  small 
percentage  shown  above  as  being  sup- 
plied by  the  Government  is  amply  sup- 
plemented and  no  need  of  an  increase 
under  this  classification  is  indicated. 
Books  on  Useful  Arts  in  many  cases 
might  be  obtained  from  the  publishers 
of  textbooks  or  be  furnished  by  hand- 
transcribers  who  each  year  transcribe 
many  titles  for  special  purposes. 

Readers  of  Moon  type  have  very  lit- 
tle selection  in  most  libraries  for  the 
blind.    The  percentage  of  titles  of  the 


various  classifications  in  the  Braille  In- 
stitute Library  is  as  follows: 

Classification  Percent. 

Fiction 67 

History 7 

Natural  Science 0 

Philosophy 1 

Religion 15 

Travel 1 

Biography 1 

Literature 4 

Sociology 0 

Useful  Arts 0 

General 4 

Fine  Arts 0 

In  addition  to  the  wide  discrepancy 
between  what  is  available  and  what  it 
may  be  supposed  Moon  readers  would 
care  to  read,  the  majority  of  the  titles 
in  Moon  represent  the  selection  of 
those  interested  in  work  for  the  blind 
in  Great  Britain  and  by  no  means  are 
representative  of  American  literature. 
This  is  partly  because,  until  the  Braille 
Institute  began  printing  Moon  type 
some  three  years  ago,  this  type  was 
printed  wholly  in  England. 

With  the  lack  of  choice  indicated 
above,  no  true  analysis  of  the  desires 
of  Moon  readers  in  the  United  States 
is  possible;  they  naturally  read  what 
is  available.  Realizing  that  most  Moon 
readers  are  persons  who  have  lost  their 
sight  after  having  passed  middle  age, 
we  must  assume  that  their  tastes  are 
those  of  the  average  sighted  person  of 
their  age  and  that  if  the  libraries  were 
furnished  with  books  in  all  classifica- 
tions and  in  suitable  quantities,  that 
the  reading  habits  of  the  Moon  reader 
would  be  found  to  be  nearly  similar  to 
those  of  the  Braille  reader. 

It  might  be  of  interest  to  the  reader 
to  hear  the  expressions  of  opinion  in 
the  two  essays  which  follow  this  arti- 
cle. Both  were  written  by  blind  mem- 
bers of  the  Braille  Institute  Library 
and  were  given  first  and  second  prize 
respectively  in  a  recent  essay  contest 
conducted  by  the  Library. 


THE  KIND  OF  BOOKS  I  LIKE 

The  following  prize-winning  essays  were  submitted  in  a 
recent  contest  conducted  by  the  Braille  Institute  Library. 


First  Prize  Essay 
By  CHARLES  C.  BROWN 

I  AM  not  defending  my  preferences  in 
books,  I  am  only  setting  them  forth. 
Likes  and  dislikes  in  art  or  music  or 
in  literature  are  things  we  cannot  rea- 
sonably quarrel  over,  nor  need  we  who 
have  likes  and  dislikes  apologize  for 
them.  And  so,  though  I  lay  myself 
open  for  a  good  argument,  I  shall  de- 
scribe the  kind  of  books  I  like. 

If  there  is  one  quality  in  a  book  that 
I  value  above  all  others,  that  is  its  real- 
ism. I  want  to  read  about  men  and 
women  in  the  raw,  men  and  women  as 
they  are;  not  men  and  women  as  they 
ought  to  be,  or  as  some  cranks  would 
have  us  think  they  are.  I  want  to  read 
about  the  incredible  stupidities  of  men, 
or  the  just  as  incredible  heights  to 
which  they  may  sometimes  rise.  But 
whether  the  book  is  about  men's  follies 
or  men's  occasional  moments  of  sanity, 
I  want  to  read  about  real  men,  real 
women.  Reality  may  be  depressing 
sometimes,  often  tragic;  but  it  has  its 
brighter  aspects,  too. 

Achilles,  Hector,  Sir  Lancelot  and 
the  famous,  straight-shooting  Hawk- 
eye  are  heroes  of  the  glamorous  past 
now.  They  have  become  classics  in 
literature,  but  they  have  outlived  their 
time  and  must  slip  quietly  back  into 
the  limbo  from  whence  they  sprang. 
They  may  be  recalled  to  life  again  at 
some  future  time  when  conditions  war- 
rant their  return,  but  that  is  not  now. 
I  do  not  wish  to  engage  in  a  battle  over 
the  classics,  but  I  do  think  our  liter- 
(Continued  on  Page  12) 


Second  Prize  Essay 
By  N.  R.  JONES,  Jr. 

TWO  purposes  govern  the  selection 
of  my  reading  matter.  I  read  for  in- 
struction, and  for  entertainment.  I 
like  the  kind  of  books  which  balance 
these  two  factors  nicely,  not  stressing 
one  at  the  expense  of  the  other. 

Biography  affords  the  finest  type  of 
this  double  purpose  in  literature.  What 
could  be  more  interesting  than  the 
human  struggle  for  achievement  re- 
vealed in  the  lives  of  those  who  have 
succeeded  in  the  world?  What  could 
be  more  instructive  for  those  who  have 
ambition  than  the  record  of  human  ac- 
complishment set  forth  in  the  lives  of 
the  great?  In  biographies  we  see  the 
footprints  on  the  sands  of  education 
and  religion,  left  for  us  lesser  mortals, 
so  that  we  too  may  find  our  way  to 
greater  success,  higher  ideals  and  more 
worthwhile  service  to  others. 

I  want  my  reading  to  make  of  me  a 
better  man.  I  want  inspiration,  encour- 
agement, the  desire  for  a  broader  and  a 
better  life.  All  these  things  I  find  in 
the  lives  of  those  who  have  made  them- 
selves famous  in  the  world.  Achieve- 
ment inspires  something  nobler  than 
mere  imitation.  The  record  of  great 
men  and  great  deeds  fills  us  with  de- 
sires which  we  never  dreamed  were 
latent  in  our  hearts.  We  are  lifted  out 
of  ourselves,  our  sordidness,  the  nar- 
rowness of  our  lives,  into  a  brighter 
and  a  better  world. 

I  believe  this  is  particularly  true  of 
the  Braille  reader.  Handicapped  by 
(Continued  on  Page  16) 
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Foundations  for  the  Future 

As  we  enter  1937,  we  have  much  to 
be  grateful  for,  not  the  least  of  which 
are  new  friends  and  wider  opportuni- 
ties for  service  to  the  blind.  Each  year 
of  the  seventeen  years  since  our  work 
was  initiated,  we  have  realized  prog- 
ress and  as  our  progress  is  tantamount 
to  improvement  in  the  welfare  of  the 
blind  nationally,  it  means  progress  for 
them  as  well, — in  the  form  of  liberation 
from  the  bondage  of  limitation  and 
lack  of  some  kind. 

Steadily  through  these  years  we  have 
laid  foundations  for  the  future,  with 
the  conviction  that  the  time  will  come 
when  philanthropists  will  permanently 
endow  our  institution  sufficiently  to 
relieve  the  ever-troublesome  problem 
of  funding  our  activities  properly. 

For  those  who  might  be  interested  in 
bequeathing  something  to  the  Braille 
Institute  of  America,  Inc.,  a  form  of 
bequest  and  codicil  is  printed  in  this 
issue  on  page  15. 

♦ 
Our  1937  Budget 

Your  attention  is  kindly  directed  to 
the  annual  budget  approved  by  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  aggregating  $85,788, 
inserted  loosely  in  this  issue. 

Noteworthy  and  commendable  in 
this   respect,   we   believe,    is    the    fact: 


First,  that  the  full  cost  of  administra- 
tion for  the  year  amounts  to  less  than 
one  per  cent  of  the  total;  and  second, 
that  this  administrative  expense  is  al- 
ready underwritten  from  month  to 
month  by  pledges  given  for  that  spe- 
cific purpose. 

You  will  therefore  realize  that  ONE 
HUNDRED  CENTS  of  every  DOL- 
LAR you  contribute  to  the  budget  will 
be  spent  in  needed  service  to  the  blind. 

An  audit  of  the  books  is  made  an- 
nually by  a  certified  public  accountant, 
and  these  audits,  from  the  time  the  in- 
stitution was  organized,  are  on  file  in 
the  office  for  inspection  of  members 
and  interested  friends. 

Among  other  things,  these  audits  re- 
flect clearly  successive  steps  of  prog- 
ress from  month  to  month  and  year  to 
year,  through  a  period  of  seventeen 
years.  They,  and  the  records  of  the 
many  services  rendered  the  blind  of  the 
community  and  nation,  show  also  that 
the  Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc., 
is  ably  managed  and  adequately 
equipped  to  cope  intelligently  with  all 
the  problems  having  to  do  with  reha- 
bilitation of  the  blind. 

Every  item  in  the  budget  represents 
a  long-needed  service  of  some  kind — 
services  which  the  blind  of  the  com- 
munity and  nation  have  a  right  to  ex- 
pect from  the  Braille  Institute  of 
America,  Inc.  Its  Board  of  Trustees 
therefore  earnestly  hope  that  the  pub- 
lic will  respond  generously,  and  im- 
mediately, so  that  the  budget  can  be 
balanced  early  in  the  present  calendar 
year,  which  is  the  Institute's  fiscal 
year. 

Contributions,  large  or  small,  to  this 
end  will  be  gratefully  received  and  re- 
ceipted for.  They  should  be  addressed 
to  Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc., 
741  North  Vermont  Avenue,  Los  An- 
geles, and  made  payable  to  the  corpo- 
ration. 

Being  a  non-profit  institution,  all 
contributions  may  be  deducted  from 
income  tax  reports. 
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American  Association  of  Workers  for 
the  Blind.  This  Association  is  formed 
for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  "the  pro- 
motion of  all  phases  of  work  for,  and 
in  the  interest  of,  the  blind  and  to  the 
prevention  of  blindness  throughout  the 
whole  of  North  America  and  the  terri- 
torial and  insular  possessions  of  the 
United  States." 

In  his  New  Year's  Greeting,  President 
L.  L.  Watts  reports  a  profitable  year 
for  the  organization  in  1936,  with  the 
renewed  conviction  that  the  members 
should  devote  themselves  more  assid- 
uously to  plans  for  building  a  "national 
organization  that  will  advance  the 
work  of  the  blind  to  a  point  not  hither- 
to known." 

He  reports  that  efforts  are  being 
made  to  liberalize  the  interpretation  of 
the  Public  Works  Administration  with 
respect  to  the  employment  of  blind  per- 
sons. 

The  Association's  biennial  convention 
will  be  held  in  Toronto,  Ontario  this 
year,  June  28  to  July  2.  Headquarters 
are  to  be  at  the  Royal  York  Hotel.  Capt. 
£.  A.  Baker  of  the  Canadian  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind  will  act  as  host 
and  a  most  instructive  and  enjoyable 
program  is  anticipated. 

Utah  Commission  for  the  Adult  Blind. 
The  Utah  Commission  for  the  Adult 
Blind  has  opened  new  headquarters  at 
138  South  2nd  East,  Salt  Lake  City, 
Utah.  The  State  is  purchasing  this 
building  which  was  formerly  the  Uni- 
tarian Church.  It  will  house  the  Work 
Shop  for  the  Blind,  class  rooms,  office 
and  reading  rooms.  The  premises  in  the 
rear  will  be  landscaped  and  used  for 
recreation  and  summer  parties.  There 
is  also  a  large  auditorium  for  socials 
and  programs.  The  building  will  be 
known  as  the  Utah  Center  for  the 
Blind. 

Mr.  Arnold   C.   Roylance,  blind,   was 


elected  County  Attorney  of  Utah  Coun- 
ty, Utah,  by  a  large  majority  in  the  re- 
cent election.  He  has  been  City  At- 
torney of  his  home  city  and  has  been 
a  successful  lawyer  for  a  number  of 
years,  having  been  sent  to  many  parts 
of  the  United  States  on  legal  business 
for  his  clients. 

Miss  Irene  E.  Jones,  blind,  has  been 
appointed  by  the  L.  D.  S.  (Mormon) 
Church  as  home  teacher  for  members  of 
that  organization  in  the  Western  States. 
Those  interested  in  obtaining  her  ser- 
vices should  write  her  at  153  Pierpont 
Avenue,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah.        *, 

Social  Security  Board.  Under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Social  Security  Act,  the 
Federal  Government  pays  approximate- 
ly half  the  States'  expenditures  for  aid 
to  the  needy  aged  and  needy  blind,  and 
one-third  of  the  total  cost  to  the  States 
of  aid  to  dependent  children. 

Since  funds  became  available  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1936,  the  grants  for  public  as- 
sistance total  over  ninety-seven  million 
dollars  up  to  the  end  of  the  year.  Of 
this  amount  $3,627,481.94  is  for  aid  to 
about  32,160  of  the  needy  blind  in  28 
States. 

California  is  among  the  24  States 
cooperating  in  all  of  the  public-as- 
sistance programs  under  the  Social 
Security  Act.  It  is  estimated  that  ap- 
proximately 4,600  blind  are  being  aided 
in  this  State  alone.  The  Federal  grant 
for  the  first  quarter  of  1937  to  Cali- 
fornia for  this  purpose  amounted  to 
$222,075. 

Los  Angeles  County  Club  of  Adult 
Blind.  "United  We  Progress"  might 
well  be  the  motto  for  the  Los  Angeles 
County  Club  of  Adult  Blind  as  it  be- 
gins its  eighth  year  of  service  with  an 
enlarged  Executive  Committee  contain- 
ing representatives  from  all  organiza- 
tions  of   the   blind   within   the  County. 
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It  is  the  only  club  in  the  County  de- 
voted solely  to  the  promotion  of  the 
economic  welfare  of  the  blind.  Work- 
ing for  the  best  interests  of  the  blind, 
it  supports,  opposes  and  initiates  proj- 
ects, reforms  or  State  and  Federal  legis- 
lation. The  enlarged  Executive  Com- 
mittee and  growing  membership  should 
make  the  Club  increasingly  effective. 
Any  resident  of  the  County  may  join  on 
the  payment  of  fifty  cents  annual  dues, 
but  no  sighted  member  may  vote  unless 
Recording  Secretary,  the  only  office 
open  to  the  sighted.  Further  informa- 
tion may  be  obtained  at  1417^4  Oak 
Street,'  Los  Angeles.  This  Club  would 
like  to  provide  for  the  general  public 
and  for  those  wishing  to  serve  the 
blind  a  truly  representative  expression 
of  the  desires  and  attitudes  of  the  blind 
of  this  County,  and  therefore,  wants  as 
many  blind  members  as  possible.  It  is  a 
medium  through  which  the  blind  be- 
come vocal,  and  by  virtue  of  numbers 
and  wide  representation  has  its  word 
respected. 

Division  of  the  Blind,  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts.  For  the  seventeenth 
consecutive  year  a  holiday  sale  of  arti- 
cles made  by  the  blind  of  Massachusetts 
was  held  at  Jay's  Store,  Boston. 

Toys,  dolls,  all  sorts  of  baby  clothes, 
footstools,  basketry,  pewter  ware,  cop- 
per ware,  knitted  and  crocheted  goods, 
towels,  aprons,  cleaning  cloths,  dusters, 
ironing  board  covers,  holders  and  other 
household  supplies,  jackets,  bed  socks, 
mittens,  bags,  blankets,  brushes,  etc., 
were  on  sale.  The  full  purchase  price 
of  each  article  went  directly  to  the 
maker. 

Every  day  a  demonstration  of  Braille 
was  given  under  the  auspices  of  The 
Perkins  Institution  for  the  Blind.  Games 
and  writing  appliances  for  the  blind 
were  also  shown  and  sold. 


Perkins  Institution  for  the  Blind. 
Four  pupils  of  the  Perkins  Institution 
for  training  of  blind  children  in  Water- 
town,  Massachusetts,  raised  more  than 
$1500  worth  of  fruit  and  vegetables  on 
a  three-acre  plot  last  year. 

One  of  the  boys  is  totally  blind,  the 
other  three  are  able  only  to  distinguish 
between  light  and  dark.  But  under  the 
direction  of  Nelson  Coon,  superinten- 
dent of  buildings  at  the  institute,  they 
harvested  12  tons  of  vegetables  and 
nearly  1000  bushels  of  fruit,  enough 
to  pay  much  of  the  cost  of  the  winter's 
menu. 

The  boys  did  the  entire  work  of 
raising  the  crop  themselves.  The 
totally  blind  boy  learned  to  distinguish 
(Continued  on  Page  16) 

THE  KIND  OF  BOOKS  I  LIKE 

(Continued  from  Page  9) 
ature  would  be  better  off  now  if  some 
of  our  critics  realized  that  classics  can 
be    and    are    being   written   about    our 
own  times. 

John  Dos  Passos,  Theodore  Dreiser, 
Sinclair  Lewis,  Virginia  Wolfe,  Ellen 
Glasgow  and  Martha  Gellhorn  among 
the  novelists,  and  Maxwell  Anderson 
among  the  dramatists ;  those  are  a  few 
of  the  authors  I  like.  I  can't  make  my- 
self like  the  foolish  optimism  of  Lloyd 
Douglas  or  the  sissy,  small  prattle  of 
Kathleen  Norris.  I  want  the  books  I 
read  to  have  the  gripping  quality  of 
"Little  Man,  What  Now?"  the  frank- 
ness of  "An  American  Tragedy,"  or 
"The  Genius,"  the  wit  and  perspective 
of  "It  Can't  Happen  Here,"  the  stark 
reality,  often  rawness,  of  "Manhattan 
Transfer,"  or  "Big  Money,"  and  the 
shocking  presentation  of  facts  of  "The 
Trouble  I've  Seen." 

The  kind  of  books  I  like,  whether 
they  be  fiction,  non-fiction,  biography, 
poetry  or  travel,  must  have  beauty  of 
expression,  rhythm  and  poise.  Above 
all,  the  books  I  like  are  those  whose 
pages  throb  and  pulsate  with  life,  real 
life. 
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Harry  W. 

Brintnall  Co. 

♦ 

Printing  and  Bookbinding 

Machinev 

V  and  Siipplies 

♦ 

418  Boyd  St. 

TUcker  2291 

DIRECTORY 

Business  and  Professional  Blind 


CLUB  AND  AFTER-DINNER 
SPEAKING 

THOMAS  S.   BUTLER,   1653  Shatto  St.,   Los  An- 
geles,  Phone  Exposition  8359. 


INSURANCE 

KENNETH  E.  MARSHALL,  Fire,  Automobile, 
Liability,  Plate  Glass,  Jewelry  and  Fur  Floaters  In- 
surance, 357^  North  Beverly  Dr.,  Beverly  Hills. 
Phone  WOodbury  61444. 


PHYSIO-THERAPY  AND  MASSAGE 

VICTOR  EGBERT,  1004  W.  53rd  St.,  Los  An- 
geles. For  appointment  call  PLeasant  8172  or  TWin 
Oaks   1412. 


VIOLIN  MAKER 

CHARLES   H.    BAKER,   Res.:    630    South   "E"    St. 
(rear),   Tulare,   Calif.,   P.   O.  Address  Tulare,   Box  872. 


PIANO  TUNER 

WILLIAM   L.   CURRIE,  4025  South  Brighton  Ave. 
Los  Angeles,  Phone  UNlversity  1115. 


THE  BLIND  AND  THE  BIBLE 
IN  BRAILLE 

Unfilled  Requests  for   1705 
Volumes 

The  Braille  Bible  Society  of  Los 
Angeles,  California  urges  the  pub- 
lic to  assist  it  in  supplying  the 
Scriptures  in  Braille  free  to  the 
blind  or  at  prices  they  are  able  to 
pay  below  the  production  cost. 

Oddly  enough,  although  the 
Bible  in  Braille  is  the  one  book 
which  thousands  of  the  blind 
would  like  to  possess,  it  is  not  the 
"world's  best  seller."  This  is  due 
both  to  the  excessive  cost  in  pub- 
lishing Braille  Bibles,  and  the  limi- 
tations which  almost  inevitably  at- 
tend the  lack  of  physical  sight. 

The  cost  to  this  Society  of  Bibles 
printed  and  distributed  in  1935 
was  $134.19  a  set  of  21  volumes. 
The  average  price  received  from 
sales  -was  $17.01  per  set.  This  dif- 
ferential of  $117.18  must  be  sus- 
tained through  the  generosity  of 
God-loving  people,  as  the  Society 
has  no  other  resources.  In  addition, 
it  should  be  said  that  for  many 
years  the  Braille  Bible  Society  has 
given  to  the  worthy  blind  abso- 
lutely free  more  Braille  Bibles 
than  it  has  sold,  even  at  prices  far 
below  the  production  cost. 

The  Society  has  on  file  requests 
for  170 5 volumes  of  the  Scriptures 
in  Braille,  from  the  blind  who  are 
unable J  to  pay  anything  at  all, 
which  it  cannot  supply  until  funds 
are  forthcoming.  It  earnestly  asks 
the  public  to  assist  it  financially  in 
meeting  these  requests.  Contribu- 
tions should  be  made  payable  and 
sent  to — 

BRAILLE  BIBLE  SOCIETY,  Inc., 

739  North  Vermont  Avenue, 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
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Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc. 


BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES 

Robert  A.  Odell,  President 

J.  Robert  Atkinson,  Vice-President  and  Manager 

W.  H.  Kindig,  Secretary 

Arthur  L.  Sonderegger,  Treasurer 


P   A.  Ee-Hannesey  Franklin  Lowney 

Hon.  Frank  C.  Collier  Cecil  L.  Whitehead 

Dr.  R.  W.  Whomes 


THE  Braille  Institute  of  America, 
Inc.,  was  chartered  under  the  laws 
of  the  State  of  California  on  the 
100th  anniversary  of  the  braille  system 
of  printing  for  the  blind,  as  a  memorial 
to  Louis  Braille, of  France,  (1806-1852), 
who  made  it  possible  for  the  blind  to 
write  as  well  as  read. 

This  explains  the  prominence  given 
to  the  word  Braille  in  the  Institute's 
name,  and  the  practical  omission  there- 
from of  any  word  which  has  a  direct 
bearing  on  welfare  work  for  the  blind. 
The  Institute  is  a  national  non-profit 
agency  devoted  to  the  social,  industrial 
and  literary  advancement  of  the  blind, 
with  headquarters  at  741  North  Ver- 
mont Avenue,  Los  Angeles,  California. 
It  was  established  to  acquire  the 
assets  and  activities  of  the  Universal 
Braille  Press,  founded  in  1919  by  J. 
Robert  Atkinson,  with  the  assistance 
of  philanthropic  friends. 

Governed  by  a  board  of  trustees 
elected  annually  by  the  members,  and 
established  to  receive  and  expend  gifts 
and  endowments  for  the  welfare  of  the 
blind,  it  ranks  among  the  nation's  lead- 
ing institutions  in  the  field  of  philan- 
thropy, thereby  affording  an  outlet  for 
the  benevolence  of  all  who  wish  to  help 
those  handicapped  by  physical  blind- 
ness. 

The  nation's  blind  population  is  esti- 
mated at  120,000,  of  whom  90  per  cent 
lost  their  sight  after  reaching  maturity. 
To  the   latter,    the   doors   of   tax-sup- 


ported schools  for  the  education  of  the 
youthful  blind  are  closed. 

Blind  adults  everywhere  are  appeal- 
ing to  the  Braille  Institute  for  help  and 
counsel.  They  recognize  in  the  Insti- 
tute, founded  by  a  blind  man,  a  bond  of 
sympathy  and  leadership  on  which  to 
anchor  hope. 

The  Braille  Institute  of  America's 
activities  include : 

1)  A  Bureau  of  Business  Placement 
and  Guidance,  to  find  occupations  or 
business  locations  for  the  employable 
blind ; 

2)  A  Bureau  of  Social  Welfare,  to 
assist  the  blind  who  for  good  reasons 
cannot  be  rehabilitated  for  gainful  oc- 
cupation ; 

3)  Free  instruction  in  reading  and 
writing  raised  print,  in  typewriting  and 
lessons  in  self-reliance; 

4)  Sponsorship  of  books  and  maga- 
zines for  the  blind,  on  a  non-profit 
basis,  and  free  to  those  unable  to  pay; 

5)  Free  library  service  to  the  blind 
of  the  nation.  This  library  is  one  of  the 
25  regional  libraries  which  distributes 
literature  published  by  the  United 
States  government  and  supplied 
through  the  Library  of  Congress. 

The  Institute  publishes  three  month- 
ly magazines  as  follows:  "March  of 
Events,"  a  digest  of  world  news,  printed 
in  braille;  "The  Braille  Mirror,"  a 
panorama  of  world  affairs,  printed  in 
braille;  "New  Moon,"  printed  in  Moon 
type,  containing  a  digest  of  current 
events. 

The  Institute's  activities  are  sus- 
tained through  voluntary  contributions, 
endowments,  and  the  sale  of  member- 
ships, as  follows:  Participating  mem- 
ber, $3  per  annum;  Patron  member,  $5 
per  annum;  Supporting  member,  $10 
per  annum;  Contributing  member,  $25 
per  annum;  Associate  member,  $50  per 
annum;  Sustaining  member,  $100  per 
annum ;  Life  member,  $1,000. 
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FORM  OF  BEQUEST 
I  give,  devise  and  bequeath  to  the  Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc.,  of  Los 
Angeles,  California 

(Insert  description  of  money  or  property  given) 

for  the  general  uses  and  purposes  of  the  corporation. 


FORM  OF  CODICIL  TO  WILL 

When  a  will  has  been  made  and  it  is  afterwards  desired  to  make  a  gift  or 
bequest  to  the  Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc.,  it  will  be  sufficient  if  the  form 
below  is  filled  in,  and  signed  by  the  testator  in  the  presence  of  two  witnesses, 
who  also,  at  the  request  of  the  testator,  sign  as  witnesses  in  the  presence  of  the 
testator  and  in  the  presence  of  each  other.  This  codicil  should  then  be  carefully 
attached  to  the  existing  will. 

CODICIL 

THIS  IS  A  CODICIL  to  the  last  Will  and  Testament  of 


_ ,  dated 

(Name  in  Full)  (Date  of  Will) 

I  give,  devise  and  bequeath  to  the  Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc.,  of 
Los  Angeles,  California,  for  the  general  purposes  of  the  corporation,  the  sum  of 

(or  a  description  of 

any  property,  real  or  personal.) 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  this day  of 

' , 19 


(Signature  of  Testator) 

Signed  by  the  testatr;x  as  and  for  a  Codicil  to  her  last  Will  dated. 


.in  the  presence  of  us,  both  present  at  the  same 


(Date  of  Will) 

time,  who  at    j,er   request  and  in    her     presence,  and   in  the  presence  of  each 
other,  have  hereunto  set  our  names  as  witnesses. 

residing  at 

residing  at 
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THE  KIND  OF  BOOKS  I  LIKE 
(Continued  from  Page  9) 
blindness,  he  must  work  harder,  strive 
more  earnestly,  search  more  diligently 
for  the  light  of  hope  and  inspiration. 
In  the  victories  of  others,  he  may  find 
the  spark  of  encouragement  which  will 
wake  him  up  to  a  new  life  of  hope  and 
faith. 

But  we  cannot  live  on  inspiration 
alone.  There  must  be  something  else 
in  our  reading,  and  biography  furnishes 
us  with  this  element  too.  Nothing  in 
this  world  is  so  interesting  to  man  as 
human  nature.  We  are  social  creatures, 
we  want  to  know  ourselves,  and  per- 
haps most  of  all,  we  want  to  know 
those  about  us.  In  these  human  docu- 
ments, we  find  the  answer  to  our 
hungering  for  knowledge  of  mankind. 
What  sort  of  beings  are  we?  What 
are  we  striving  for?  What  are  our 
aims?  What  do  we  hope  to  be?  Biog- 
raphies give  us  the  answer  to  these 
eternal  and  ever-present  questions. 

It  is  significant  that  there  is  a  grow- 
ing interest  in  biography.  Librarians 
refer  to  it  in  their  reports.  Educators 
comment  on  it  as  a  sign  of  a  better 
outlook  on  life.  Industrialists  point  to 
it  with  pride,  and  predict  that  it  means 
better  workers,  more  ambitious  youths. 
This  growing  love  of  biography  is  im- 
portant because  it  means  that  we  are 
finding  the  best  in  books,  and  using  it 
to  make  better  men  and  women  of 
ourselves. 


INFORMATION  FROM  THE  FIELD 
(Continued  from  Page  12) 
each  of  3  9  varieties  of  vegetables  by 
feeling  the  leaves.  The  four  boys,  after 
instruction,  did  all  of  the  planting, 
weeding,  ploughing,  harrowing,  and 
harvesting  without   assistance. 

Among  their  products  were  3  544 
pounds  of  beets;  6613  pounds  of  car- 
rots; 52  5  pounds  of  cabbage;  more  than 
700  bushels  of  lettuce,  beans,  spinach 
and  tomatoes;  2  500  pounds  of  squash; 
2000  of  turnips;  besides  corn,  eggplant, 


UNITED 
PRINTING 
COMPANY 

'Printers 


Books,  Magazines,  Tariffs 
Fine  Color  Printing 

430  Boyd  Street 
Michigan  1873  Los  Angeles 


ARTICLES  FOR  THE  BLIND 

on   sale   at   Braille    Institute   of 
America,   Inc. 

Braille  slate  and  stylus $1.10 

Hill  desk  board  (for  longhand  writing)  1.50 
Hill  writing  guide 

(for  longhand  writing) 50 

Grooved  writing  card 

(for  longhand  writing) .15 

Braille  slate  paper,  per  lb 20 

Braille  writer  paper,  per  lb 20 

Paper  for  use  in  Hill  desk  boards, 

per  100  sheets 40 

Coin   holder 60 

Playing  cards,  brailled 55 

Typewriter  keyboard  chart  (in  braille)  .05 
Christmas  cards,  (in  braille) 15 

The  following  articles  can  be  secured 
on  order: 

Braille    dominoes 1.76 

Braille  dominoes,  interlocking 75 

Checkerboard  and  men 75 

Checkerboard,  folding,  and  men  .  .  .  5.00 
Desk  braille  slate  with  board  and  stylus  2.00 
Watches $8.50-$23.75 


and  other  vegetables.  Their  fruit  in- 
cluded 2  50  bushels  of  apples,  50  of 
pears,  37  baskets  of  grapes;  quince, 
gooseberries,  currants,  and  plums. 


TIMELY    GIFTS 

TO  THE  BLIND 


THE  BRAILLE  MIRROR— a  monthly  magazine- 
publishing  cost  $7.80  per  year. 

Contains  a  panorama  of  world  news,  the 
latest  political  events,  humor,  an  open 
forum  section,  news  notes,  and  an  occa- 
sional short  story. 


MARCH  OF  EVENTS— a  monthly  magazine  printed 
in  Braille — publishing  cost  $7.40  per  year. 

Contains  brief  items  and  longer  items  on 
national  and  international  affairs  of  polit- 
ical, social  and  scientific  significance,  per- 
sonality sketches  of  prominent  characters 
and  news  notes. 


NEW  MOON — a  monthly  magazine  in  Moon  type — 
especially  designed  for  use  of  the  elderly  and  in- 
firm blind.  Publishing  cost,  $15.12  per  year. 

Contains  current  matter  of  world-wide  in- 
terest, the  latest  political  events,  humor, 
news  notes  and  an  occasional  short  story. 


LIGHT  readers  are  urged  to  underwrite  one  yearly 
subscription  for  each  or  all  of  these  magazines  to 
be  sent  free  to  blind  readers  who  cannot  pay  any 
portion  of  the  production  cost. 
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BLIND  —  BUT  A  "REGULAR  GUY" 

By  JAMES  H.  COLLINS 


IF  you  want  to  get  along  in  this 
world,  it  is  important  to  start  by 
picking  out  good  parents — accord- 
ing to  the  old  saying. 

And  even  more  important  if  you  are 
going  to  get  along  under  a  handicap 
like  blindness,  and  Dorothy  Glass,  well 
known  in  California  as  a  blind  friend  of 
the  blind,  and  a  successful  business 
woman  in  Sonora,  attributes  her  ac- 
complishments to  just  that. 

"I  was  born  with  defective  vision," 
she  says,  "seeing  colors  only  slightly 
until  the  age  of  six,  and  then  ill  health 
led  to  the  loss  of  what  little  sight  I 
had. 

"My  parents  never  treated  me  as  a 
blind  child.  There  were  five  of  us  chil- 
dren, and  I  was  required  to  do  my 
share  of  housework,  and  treated  as  a 
normal  child,  not  a  blind  child.  I  feel 
that  my  father  and  mother  had  won- 
derful foresight  when  they  realized  my 
problem,  and  they  did  their  part  in 
helping  me  prepare  to  face  life  —  even 
to  correct  me  very  severely  when  I  was 
disobedient. 

"I  played  all  the  games  other  chil- 
dren played  about  the  neighborhood, 
playing  with  them,  one  of  them,  and  so 
never  looked  on  blindness  as  a  dreadful 
handicap.  It  was  chiefly  later  on,  when 
the  question  of  work  and  livelihood 
had  to  be  met,  that  sighted  people  tried 
to  persuade  me  that  I  was  foolish  to 
try  and  meet  the  standards  I  had  set 
for  myself,  which  were  nothing  less 
than  to  live  the  life  of  a  normal  person, 
and  not  that  of  a  blind  person. 

"This  was  very  trying  at  times  dur- 


ing the  early  days  of  my  business  ex- 
perience, but  I  always  replied  that 
blindness  had  never  prevented  me  do- 
ing the  things  I  had  set  out  to  accom- 
plish, and  it  was  not  going  to  stop  me 
in  my  business  career." 

Miss  Glass  went  to  the  California 
School  for  the  Blind,  after  attending 
public  schools  for  eight  years,  and  was 
graduated  in  1919. 

Then,  "What  to  do?"  was  her  big 
problem.  Her  parents  wanted  her  to 
be  a  teacher,  but  that  did  not  appeal  to 
her  very  strongly. 

What  she  wanted  for  herself  was,  to 
make  her  own  position  in  the  social 
and  business  world,  as  a  normal  per- 
son, with  her  handicap  not  merely  dis- 
counted, but  forgotten.  And  there  was 
no  doubt  at  all  in  her  own  mind  about 
becoming  self-supporting  —  in  more 
than  one  way,  if  necessary. 

If  you  were  to  meet  Miss  Glass 
today,  and  associate  with  her  in  work 
like  that  of  the  California  Council  for 
the  Blind,  of  which  she  has  been  a 
member  since  its  organization,  you 
might  easily  get  to  know  her  without 
ever  discovering  that  she  is  without 
eyesight.  She  is  alert  at  the  meetings, 
quick  to  grasp  every  situation,  and  is 
active  and  cheerful  —  as  she  would  like 
to  have  you  think,  always,  "a  regular 
guy." 

Of  course,  this  was  not  achieved  in 
a  day,  nor  without  some  setbacks,  blue 
moments  and  tumbles. 

She  selected  body  massage  as  a  field 
in  which  she  could  do  good  work,  and 
build  a  business.^  and  took  a  course  of 
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training,  confident  that  when  she  was 
proficient,  a  job  would  be  forthcoming. 

Then  came  a  disappointment,  for  her 
efforts  to  secure  work  as  a  hospital 
masseuse  led  only  to  refusals,  and  not 
merely  that,  but  the  implication  that 
such  work  for  a  blind  person  was  al- 
together out  of  the  question. 

That  hurt!  She  knew  that  she  was 
young,  and  inexperienced,  but  had 
thought  that  employment  would  be  se- 
cured as  a  matter  of  course,  according 
to  her  ability. 

All  right — if  others  would  not  hire 
her,  then  she  would  work  for  herself! 

So  she  went  back  to  study  beauty 
culture,  specializing  in  scalp  treat- 
ments, facials  and  shampooing.  She 
studied  the  entire  course  from  a  tech- 
nical standpoint,  to  get  a  sound  back- 
ground, and  liked  the  work  immensely, 
and  had  no  difficulty  in  it. 

When  that  training  was  finished,  she 
opened  a  small  shop  in  Manteca,  Cali- 
fornia, where  her  parents  lived,  em- 
ploying a  sighted  operator  to  help  her 
with  permanent  waving,  finger  waving, 
manicuring  and  other   specialties  that 


she  did  not  attend  to,  herself.  After  a 
year  and  a  half  there,  she  moved  to 
Sonora,  where  she  has  been  in  business 
nine  years. 

"There  were  many  strenuous  days  at 
the  beginning,"  she  says,  "but  I  have 
built  up  my  business  gradually  and  se- 
curely. During  the  past  year,  I  have 
installed  the  most  modern  equipment 
used  in  beauty  shops,  and  have  just 
completely  remodelled  the  interior  of 
my  store,  and  at  present  employ  three 
operators. 

"I  enjoy  the  work,  and  carry  on  my 
business  without  any  difficulty.  It  is 
very  interesting  to  meet  the  public,  and 
I  derive  a  great  deal  from  that. 

"Aside  from  my  business,  I  maintain 
my  own  apartment,  which  is  very  mod- 
ern and  comfortable.  I  live  alone  — 
prefer  doing  so.  But  the  apartment  is 
not  far  from  the  shop,  so  I  go  back  and 
forth  alone,  and  go  out  a  great  deal 
socially,  and  return  my  social  obliga- 
tions, because  I  love  to  entertain.  In 
my  own  opinion,  I  lead  a  perfectly  nor- 
mal life,  and  I  wish  all  the  blind  could 
be  as  happily  situated  as  I  am,  and  get 
as  much  out  of  life." 
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PORTABLE  BRAILLE  TYPEWRITER 
READY  FOR  PRODUCTION 


WHEN  Louis 
Braille,  that 
resourceful 
blind  man,  in  1829 
designed  his  dotted 
system  of  raised 
printing,  which 
made  it  possible  for 
the  blind,  in  spite  of 
their  handicaps,  to 
write  as  well  as  read 
what  they  and 
others  wrote,  he  in- 
augurated a  literary 
renaissance  in  the 
education  and  reha- 
bilitation  of  the 
blind. 

Braille,  because  of 
h  i  s  position  in  t  h  e 
institution  which 
graduated  him,  as  instructor  of  music 
and  mathematics,  felt  more  keenly 
than  others,  the  need  of  a  system  of 
raised  printing  which  would  enable  a 
blind  student  or  teacher  to  jot  down  on 
paper  and  read  back  his  own  notations. 
Thus,  necessity  again  became  the 
mother  of  an  invention  which,  though 
now  more  than  100  years  old,  has  come 
through  with  but  relatively  few 
changes  and  which  posterity  will  ever 
retain  in  much  the  same  code-form  as 
when  Braille  gave  it  to  the  world. 

Through  these  many  years,  type- 
writers and  appliances  for  the  writing 
of  Braille  by  the  blind  have  been  in- 
vented and  used,  but  progress  in  this 
field  has  not  kept  pace  with  the  needs. 
This  is  likely  because  the  invention  of 
appliances  for  the  blind  is  not,  and 
never  will  be,  commercially  interesting 
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to  engineers.  Thus  the  field  has  been 
left  entirely  to  agencies  for  the  blind 
which,  because  of  limited  funds  avail- 
able for  experimental  purposes,  have 
been  hampered  at  the  outset  in  design- 
ing and  producing  modern  means  for 
writing  Braille 

Nevertheless,  several  devices  have 
been  designed  and  manufactured,  the 
benefits  of  which,  to  blind  students  and 
blind  business  men  and  women,  it  is 
impossible  to  evaluate. 

But  in  spite  of  this,  the  fact  remains 
that  until  now  there  has  not  been  a 
really,  refined,  efficient  Braille  type- 
writer invented. 

For  five  years,  the  Braille  Institute 
management  has  been  aware  of  the  in- 
creasing need  for  a  good  Braille  type- 
writer. For  five  years  this  manage- 
ment has  been  active,  with  the  funds 
available  for  the  purpose,  in  the  design 
and  production  of  such  a  typewriter; 
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for  five  years,  unfortunately,  the  proj- 
ect has  been  delayed  for  lack  of  funds. 
On  this  account,  the  policy  of  "watch- 
ful waiting,"  until  such  time  as  funds 
were  forthcoming  to  get  the  product  on 
the  market,  was  enforced  upon  the  In- 
stitute management. 

This  had  its  advantages  as  well  as 
disadvantages.  The  delays  afforded 
time  to  study  the  problem  thoroughly ; 
and  to  profit  by  the  experimentations 
and  productions  of  other  agencies.  In 
this  interim,  several  working  models 
were  produced  in  the  engineering  lab- 
oratory  and  machine-shop  of  the 
Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc., 
under  the  direction  of  an  efficient  grad- 
uate engineer. 

One  after  another  of  these  working 
models  was  thoroughly  tested  only  to 
be  returned  to  the  laboratory  for  im- 
provement and  refinement. 

Always  in  the  development  of  this 
typewriter  the  predominating  motive 
was:  (1)  to  produce  a  Braille  type- 
writer speedy  and  quiet  enough  to  be 
used  by  blind  students  in  high  schools 
and  universities  for  note-taking  in  the 
classroom  ;  (2)  a  typewriter  light 
enough,  and  compact  enough,  to  serve 
blind  business  men  and  women  much 
the  same  as  the  ordinary  portable  type- 
writer, now  developed  to  high  effi- 
ciency, serves  their  contemporaries 
with  sight;  (3)  a  typewriter,  different 
and  better  than  any  Braille  writer  used 
anywhere,  as  near  trouble-proof  as  pos- 
sible —  one  which  would  receive  the 
paper  on  a  flat  horizontal  basis  rather 
than  along  conventional  methods  fol- 
lowed by  manufacturers  of  other 
Braille  writers,  which  have  proved  so 
annoying  and  impracticable. 

All  of  this  has  been  accomplished  in 
the  Institute's  portable  Braille  type- 
writer which  is  now  ready  for  manu- 
facture. With  this  unique  model  the 
paper  feeds  through  from  the  front,  the 
key  mechanism  being  so  designed  as  to 
make  this  feasible.  A  clever  feature 
also  makes  possible  replacement  of  the 


embossed  page  in  the  carriage  for  cor- 
rection, without  crushing  the  dots ;  and 
a  back-spacer  at  the  left  of  the  key- 
board facilitates  its  operation.  Con- 
venient marginal  stops  make  possible 
the  use  of  any  width  sheet  up  to  nine 
inches.  The  last  typewritten  line,  or 
even  the  very  last  letter  made  at  any 
place  in  a  line,  is  easily  accessible  to 
the  finger  reader  without  shifting  the 
carriage. 

The  typewriter  is  so  compact  as  to 
require  a  case  only  5^4  x  ^A  x  13^4 
inches,  weighing  11  lbs.  The  case  itself 
is  substantially  constructed  and  artis- 
tically designed  to  compare  favorably 
with  the  best  on  the  market  for  ordi- 
nary typewriters,  and  it  is  large 
enough  to  contain  one  pound  of  paper 
for  ready  use. 

The  fruition  of  these  years  of  re- 
search and  experimentation  is  there- 
fore ready  to  be  enjoyed  by  the  blind 
of  the  nation  and  world:  for  the  same 
six  keys  on  this  typewriter  will  make 
Braille  letters  and  characters  and  con- 
tractions in  English,  French,  Spanish, 
German  and  every  language  on  earth 
which  has  an  alphabet.  This  remark- 
able feature  is  not,  however,  due  so 
much  to  the  resourcefulness  of  the  de- 
signers of  the  typewriter,  as  to  that  of 
Louis  Braille,  whose  system  is  adapt- 
able to  all  languages. 

The  Braille  Institute  of  America, 
Inc.,  being  a  non-profit  corporation, 
will  make  this  typewriter  available  to 
the  blind  at  cost,  or  at  such  prices 
below  cost  as  the  blind  are  able  to  pay, 
dependent  upon  funds  available  to  the 
institution  which  can  be  used  for  this 
purpose.  With  the  working  model  com- 
pleted, ready  for  manufacture,  the 
Braille  Institute's  management  is 
marking  time  when  production  of  the 
machine  may  begin.  Thousands  of 
blind  persons  throughout  the  world  are 
also  patiently  marking  time  when  they 
may  acquire  the  typewriter  for  which 
they  have  waited  so  long. 

To  avoid  further  delay,  the  Braille 
(Continued  on  Page  15) 


WHAT  SHALL  THE  FEDERAL  GOVERNMENT  DO  TO 
IMPROVE  THE  ECONOMIC  CONDITIONS  OF 
THE  BLIND? 

By  J.  ROBERT  ATKINSON 

Edited  from  an  article  which  was  published  in  The  Braille  Mirror  for 
May,  1936,  written  originally  at  the  request  of  the  president  of  the 
California   Council  for  the  Blind  for  presentation  to  its  members. 


WHAT  shall  the  Federal  govern- 
ment do  to  improve  the  economic 
conditions  of  the  blind?" 

The  answer  to  this  question  may  to 
some  extent  be  found  in  the  Randolph- 
Sheppard  Blind  Employment  Law 
passed  by  the  Seventy-Fourth  Con- 
gress and  signed  by  President  Roose- 
velt June  20,  1936.  That  it  is  not  fully 
answered  in  that  legislation  is  to  be 
seen  in  the  following  comments. 

There  will  always  be  two  classes  of 
adult  blind  to  deal  with,  namely :  those 
who  are  eligible  for  rehabilitation,  and 
those  who  cannot  be  rehabilitated  for 
gainful  occupations. 

The  first  class  constitutes  an  eco- 
nomic problem,  the  second,  a  social 
one;  and  the  sooner  workers  engaged 
in  the  welfare  of  the  blind  recognize 
this  distinctive  fact,  the  sooner  relief 
will  be  forthcoming  to  both  classes. 

To  some  extent,  the  economic  wel- 
fare of  the  blind  embraces  their  social 
welfare.  That  is  to  say,  to  the  extent 
that  the  employable  blind  are  given  oc- 
cupations in  the  professions  and  indus- 
try at  lucrative  compensation,  their  so- 
cial problems  will  automatically  solve 
themselves. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  social  welfare 
of  the  blind  does  not  necessarily  in- 
clude their  economic  welfare.  Socially, 
the  blind  may,  through  the  kindness  of 
philanthropy,  or  by  pensions,  be  well 
cared  for  in  the  course  of  time;  but  if 
so  there  may  still  be  a  crying  need  for 


employment  with  which  they  can  keep 
both  mind  and  body  engaged  and 
thereby  remove  the  curse  arising  from 
enforced  idleness. 

The  Randolph-Sheppard  Blind  Em- 
ployment Law  is  a  long  step  towards 
economic  recovery  for  the  employable 
blind,  but  it  does  not  afford  much,  if 
any,  relief  to  the  vast  army  of  unem- 
ployable blind  who,  because  of  declin- 
ing years,  other  infirmities  and  limita- 
tions, must  always  be  dependent  upon 
society  for  the  meagre  comforts  of  life. 
This  is  partly  because  many  of  them 
lost  their  sight  in  advanced  years,  at 
the  age  when  the  average  person  is  be- 
ginning to  think  of  retirement.  It  is 
not,  therefore,  consistent  to  expect 
them  to  stage  a  successful  come-back, 
nor  to  get  along  without  the  aid  of  so- 
ciety. 

In  other  words,  the  blind  of  the  na- 
tion might  be  socially  well  cared  for, 
but  still  economically  unsound:  for, 
until  we  provide  lucrative  occupations 
for  the  employable  blind  the  social  net- 
work will  always  be  weak;  while  a  na- 
tion-wide endeavor  to  improve  the  so- 
cial condition  of  all  classes  would  with- 
out doubt  enhance  their  economic  op- 
portunities. 

Therefore,  a  Federal  pension  should 
be  provided  for  them,  such  as  is  now 
pending  in  Congress  in  H.  R.  5538,  in- 
troduced by  Matthew  A.  Dunn  on 
March  10,  1937,  wherein  every  blind 
person  with  less  than  five  per  cent  vi- 
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sion  might  receive  a  Federal  pension 
of  $50  a  month,  provided  the  pension, 
with  other  earnings  or  income,  does 
not  exceed  $1200  a  year. 

In  my  opinion,  that  bill  might  well 
be  amended  to  reduce  the  age  limit 
from  21  to  18  years.  The  clause  making 
any  person  with  more 
than  five  per  cent  vi- 
sion ineligible  should 
also  be  changed  or 
clarified  to  define  ex- 
actly what  is  meant 
by  five  per  cent  vision 
and  to  regulate  the 
examination  necessary 
to  determine  the  de- 
gree of  blindness  in 
each  individual  case. 
Otherwise,  there  will 
be  diversities  of  opin- 
ion on  the  part  of 
physicians  as  to  the 
eligibility  of  appli- 
cants, resulting  usu- 
ally in  dissatisfaction 
both  to  the  public  and  to  the  blind. 

Also,  the  annual  income  or  earnings 
of  the  pensioners  in  addition  to  the 
pensions  should  be  increased  from  $50 
to  $100  a  month,  making  it  possible  for 
the  more  resourceful,  employable  blind 
to  enjoy  as  much  as  $150  a  month  in- 
come. 

Rather  than  jeopardize  the  resource- 
fulness and  morale  of  the  employable 
blind,  a  pension  such  as  this  would 
help  them  with  overhead  expense  in 
the  pioneering  of  business  enterprises 
or  their  professions  and  trades  and  at 
the  same  time  encourage  them  to  push 
forward  towards  the  realization  of 
greater  incomes  as  self-respecting,  en- 
ergetic members  of  society. 

In  addition,  the  pension  plan, 
amended  to  include  the  blind  of  18 
years  or  over,  would  greatly  aid  the 
blind  as  well  as  benefit  the  student  in 
his  efforts  for  higher  education  as  well 
as  benefit  the  elderly  blind. 

There  are  reasonable  arguments 
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enough  to  show  why  a  blind  person  in 
either  one  of  the  classes  mentioned  in 
this  paper  needs  more  assistance  so- 
cially or  economically  than  does  the 
average  person  with  handicaps  other 
than  blindness.  Often  to  attend  social 
functions  he  is  put  to  double  expense 
from  the  time  he  leaves 
his  home  till  he  returns. 
To  some  extent  the 
same  is  true  econom- 
ically. In  business  his 
overhead  expense  is 
virtually  double  that 
of  his  competitor  and 
in  addition  usually  to 
maintain  the  proper 
home  environment 
costs  him  more  than 
it  necessarily  costs 
other  handicapped  per- 
sons. 

Whatever  is  done  to 
provide  Federal  aid  to 
the  blind,  social  or 
economic,  the  plan  should  be  as 
simple  and  as  unembarrassing  as  pos- 
sible to  the  applicant.  All  the  investi- 
gation necessary  is:  (1)  Determination 
of  the  applicant's  eligibility  as  to  the 
degree  of  blindness,  made  by  a  repu- 
table ophthalmologist;  and  (2)  A 
sworn  affidavit  signed  by  the  appli- 
cant and  three  witnesses  as  to  his 
eligibility  under  the  law  and  the  truth- 
fulness of  his  answers  to  a  simple  ques- 
tionnaire furnished  for  the  purpose. 
These  requirements  have  been  ade- 
quately provided  for  in  Congressman 
Dunn's  bill,  H.  R.  5538. 

One  reason  for  giving  the  blind  per- 
son the  privilege  of  earning  as  much  as 
$100  a  month  in  addition  to  his  pen- 
sion, which  I  have  suggested  as  an 
amendment  to  the  Dunn  Bill,  is  to  en- 
courage self-dependence,  development 
of  initiative  and  resourcefulness  rather 
than  stifle  them,  as  would  be  the  case 
if  they  were  limited  in  earning  power 
to  less  than  they  received  as  pensions. 
Obviously,  if  a  blind  pensioner  is  to 
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be  penalized  when  endeavoring  to  earn 
something  in  addition  to  his  pension, 
there  will  be  little  incentive  to  expand 
the  necessary  time  and  energy  in  the 
effort  to  increase  his  standard  of  living. 

A  very  good  reason  why  a  Federal 
pension  should  be  provided  for  the  un- 
employable blind  is  indicated  in  the 
fact  that  now,  under  Federal  relief  for 
the  unemployed,  the  blind  are  not  eli- 
gible because  relief  administrators  re- 
gard them  as  "unemployables." 

The  exceptions  are  rare  where  a  per- 
son with  less  than  five  per  cent  vision 
could  realize  the  maximum  of  income 
possible  under  the  suggested  amend- 
ment to  the  Dunn  Bill.  This  being  the 
case,  it  should  be  an  easy  matter  to 
convince  those  who  might  for  that  rea- 
son oppose  such  a  pension  that  the 
vast  majority  of  the  blind  should  not 
be  penalized  for  the  resourcefulness  of 
the  few. 

That  is  to  say,  if  a  blind  person  who 
receives  a  pension  of  $35,  $50,  or  even 
$75  a  month,  is  able  to  earn  a  few  dol- 
lars through  hard  labor,  surely  he 
should  have  this  privilege  without  in- 
curring the  risk  of 
having  what  he  earns 
deducted  from  his  pen- 
sion. Otherwise,  he 
would,  in  my  opinion, 
be  fully  justified  in  not 
doing  anything  at  all. 

But  if  the  pensioner 
is  allowed  to  earn 
what  he  can  up  to 
$100  a  month,  in  ex- 
cess of  his  pension, 
you  cannot  tell  me 
that  any  self-respect- 
ing blind  person  would 
permit  a  monthly  pen- 
sion to  stifle  his  ini- 
tiative. Rather,  pen- 
sions, in  addition  to  earning  power, 
would  relieve  the  fear  of  lack  and  star- 
vation while  the  blind  are  striving  to 
establish  themselves  in  business. 

For  nearly  15  years  now  I  have  been 
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giving  public  talks  to  clubs,  civic  and 
service  organizations,  always  stressing 
the  resourcefulness  of  many  blind  and 
their  ability  to  compete  in  the  trades 
and  professions,  especially  the  profes- 
sions when  properly  fitted.  This  will 
continue  to  be  my  attitude  as  long  as 
I  live,  but  I  shall  not,  and  cannot,  be 
unmindful  of  the  thousands  and  thou- 
sands of  blind  who  cannot  be  rehabili- 
tated for  self-support.  These  should  be 
pensioned  by  the  Federal  government 
under  some  plan.  There  is  no  need  of 
white-washing  the  plan  by  calling  it  a 
"subsidy"  or  "state  aid"  or  some  other 
name.  It  means  a  pension  just  the 
same. 

It  is  gratifying  that  many  leaders  in 
work  for  the  blind,  including  educators 
in  our  state  schools,  are  encouraging 
and  teaching  the  blind  to  help  them- 
selves. But  it  might  prove  very  inter- 
esting, as  well  as  discouraging  if  it 
could  be  learned  how  many  hundreds 
and  hundreds  of  graduates  from 
schools  for  the  blind,  including  blind 
adults  rehabilitated,  who  have  never 
had  a  day's  work  after  graduation  that 
afforded  them  suffi- 
cient compensation  to 
live  in  comfortable 
circumstances. 

From  all  over  this 
nation,  the  blind  are 
appealing  to  the 
Braille  Institute  of 
America,  Inc.,  for 
help.  Those  who  are 
physically  able  to 
work  want  employ- 
ment rather  than  pen- 
sions. But  if  they 
can't  get  employment 
they  want  the  com- 
forts of  life  that  can 
be  obtained  only 
through  employment  or  pensions. 
Which  shall  it  be? 

If  the  choice  were  left  to  these  thou- 
sands of  blind  —  able-bodied  blind  — 
(Continued  on  Page  17) 
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1937  Budget 

Again,  as  in  the  January  issue,  we 
call  our  readers'  attention  to  the  annual 
budget  approved  by  the  trustees,  in- 
serted loosely  in  this  issue. 

Noteworthy  and  commendable  in 
this  respect,  we  believe,  is  the  fact: 
First,  that  the  full  cost  of  administra- 
tion for  the  year  amounts  to  less  than 
ten  per  cent  of  the  total ;  and  second, 
that  this  administrative  expense  is  al- 
ready underwritten  from  month  to 
month  by  pledges  given  for  that  spe- 
cific purpose. 

You  will  therefore  realize  that  ONE 
HUNDRED  CENTS  of  every  DOL- 
LAR you  contribute  to  the  budget  will 
be  spent  in  needed  service  to  the  blind. 

An  audit  of  the  books  is  made  an- 
nually by  a  certified  public  accountant, 
and  these  audits,  from  the  time  the  in- 
stitution was  organized,  are  on  file  in 
the  office  for  inspection  of  members 
and  interested  friends. 

Among  other  things,  these  audits  re- 
flect clearly  successive  steps  of  prog- 
ress from  month  to  month  and  year  to 
year,  through  a  period  of  seventeen 
years.  They,  and  the  records  of  the 
many  services  rendered  the  blind  of  the 
community  and  nation,  show  also  that 
the  Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc., 
is  ably  managed  and  adequately 


equipped  to  cope  intelligently  with  all 
the  problems  having  to  do  with  reha- 
bilitation of  the  blind. 

Every  item  in  the  budget  represents 
a  long-needed  service  of  some  kind — 
services  which  the  blind  of  the  com- 
munity and  nation  have  a  right  to  ex- 
pect from  the  Braille  Institute  of 
America,  Inc.  Its  Board  of  Trustees 
therefore  earnestly  hope  that  the  pub- 
lic will  respond  generously,  and  im- 
mediately, so  that  the  budget  can  be 
balanced  early  in  the  present  calendar 
year,  which  is  the  Institute's  fiscal 
year. 

Contributions,  large  or  small,  to  this 
end  will  be  gratefully  received  and  re- 
ceipted for.  They  should  be  addressed 
to  Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc., 
741  North  Vermont  Avenue,  Los  An- 
geles, and  made  payable  to  the  corpo- 
ration. 

Being  a  non-profit  institution,  all 
contributions  may  be  deducted  from 
income  tax  reports. 

♦ 

Annual  Meeting  of  Members 

More  than  200  members  and  guests 
attended  the  annual  membership  meet- 
ing of  the  Braille  Institute  of  America, 
Inc.,  held  March  2  at  the  institution's 
headquarters,  741  North  Vermont,  Los 
Angeles. 

The  trustee's  report  for  the  year  pre- 
sented  a  budget  in  the  amount  of 
$85,788  making  provision,  among  other 
things,  for  a  salesroom  in  downtown 
Los  Angeles,  where  the  handicraft 
work  of  the  blind  may  be  displayed  and 
sold  free  of  charge ;  literature  in  Braille 
and  Moon  types  for  the  blind,  includ- 
ing the  publication  of  Webster's  Sec- 
ondary School  Dictionary;  and  $5,500 
for  the  manufacture  of  a  portable 
Braille  typewriter  which  has  been  per- 
fected in  the  machine  shop  of  the 
Braille  Institute. 

Total  receipts  for  the  year  were  re- 
ported at  $53,480.08,  the  largest  annual 
income  in  the  17  years  of  the  organiza- 
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tion's  history.  The  disbursements  for 
the  year,  covering  services  rendered 
the  b  1  i  n  d  by  the  Institute,  totaled 
$53,124.76,  as  follows:  home  teaching, 
$2,992.07 ;  free  lending  library, 
$4,282.68 ;  literature  distributed, 
$9,735.91;  social  welfare,  $4,358.72; 
business  placement  and  guidance, 
$1,063.02;  cost  of  books  and  periodicals 
sold  and  circulated,  $30,692.36,  leaving 
a  net  gain  of  $355.32. 

The  members  went  on  record  en- 
dorsing the  passage  of  bills  pending  in 
the  California  Legislature,  providing 
for  amendments  to  the  present  state- 
aid  law  for  the  blind,  and  appropriating 
$15,000  for  the  establishment  of  a 
salesroom  and  workshop  for  the  blind 
of  San  Diego  County. 

Reports  covering  the  Institute's  ac- 
tivities for  the  blind  in  the  field  of  busi- 
ness placement  and  guidance,  social 
welfare,  home  teaching  and  library 
service,  were  also  read. 

Trustees  for  the  ensuing  year  were 
elected  as  follows :  J.  Robert  Atkinson, 
P.  A.  Be-Hannesey,  Hon.  Frank  C. 
Collier,  W.  H.  Kindig,  M.  F.  Palmer, 
Robert  A.  Odell,  A.  L.  Sonderegger,  C. 
L.  Whitehead  and  Dr.  R.  W.  Whomes. 

The  reports  are  being  printed  for  cir- 
culation to  members  and  contributors 
and  to  others  who  may  request  them. 

Open  House  Reception 

From  time  to  time  the  Braille  Insti- 
tute of  America,  Inc.,  has  featured 
open  house  receptions  in  the  evening, 
thus  enabling  those  who  could  not  oth- 
erwise visit  the  institution  to  see  the 
various  departments  functioning  nor- 
mally. In  this  way,  many  people  have 
been  given  an  opportunity  to  see  how 
books  and  magazines  for  the  blind  are 
printed  at  the  rate  of  14,000  pages  an 
hour ;  how  blind  proof-readers  read 
from  the  Braille  copy;  and  the  many 
other  activities  sponsored  by  the 
Braille  Institute  in  behalf  of  the  blind. 

One  of  the  outstanding  events  of  this 


kind  was  the  open  house  given  in  con- 
nection with  the  annual  meeting  of 
members  March  2. 

After  a  tour  of  the  institution,  during 
which  every  department  was  in  opera- 
tion, the  annual  reports  were  read  and 
a  program  featuring  blind  talent  pre- 
sented. 

The  program,  under  the  direction  of 
Mrs.  E.  B.  Weirick,  member  of  the  In- 
stitute's advisory  board,  presented 
Mary  Cook  Cowerd,  blind  lyric  so- 
prano, now  associated  with  the  Braille 
Institute  as  ambassador  of  good  will; 
Alfred  Kloess,  blind  pianist  and 
teacher  in  the  classes  for  the  sightless, 
Los  Angeles  Public  Schools;  and  Jim- 
mie  Burns,  blind  student  at  Los  An- 
geles Junior  College,  who  read  humor- 
ous bits  from  one  of  the  Institute's 
monthly  magazines,  The  Braille  Mir- 
ror. 

Field  Work  in  California 

The  State  of  California  employs  field 
workers  whose  first  concern  is  the 
teaching  of  handicraft  to  blind  persons 
in  their  homes.  This  work  is  carried 
out  by  the  Bureau  of  Field  Work  for 
the  Non-Custodial  Blind. 

In  addition  to  the  teaching  of  handi- 
craft, the  field  workers  in  this  bureau 
are  charged  with  the  following  serv- 
ices: 

(1)  Making  periodic  visits  to  the 
homes  of  blind  persons,  (2)  helping  in 
the  readjustment  of  newly  blinded 
cases,  (3)  aiding  the  families  in  the 
psychological  readjustment  of  the 
blind  persons,  and  (4)  planning  for 
training  for  reestablishment  in  busi- 
ness if  possible. 

This  work  is  of  great  importance  and 
value  in  the  readjustment  of  the  blind. 
It  is  important  from  the  standpoint  of 
the  blind  person  himself,  for  a  qualified 
field  worker  can  do  much  to  offset  the 
handicap  of  blindness  by  her  instruc- 
tion in  handicraft,  which  affords  useful 
work  to  occupy  the  blind  person's  time. 
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The  sale  of  the  articles  thus  made  of- 
fers a  further  stimulus  and  a  feeling 
that  blindness  has  not  resulted  in  plac- 
ing the  blind  person  in  a  position  where 
useful  and  remunerative  work  is  im- 
possible of  accomplishment. 

It  is  important  to  the  family  of  a 
blind  person,  for  the  field  worker  is 
able  to  help  solve  the  many  family 
problems  arising  from  blindness. 

It  is  important  to  the  community,  for 
it  results  in  a  healthier  physical  and 
mental  condition  than  would  otherwise 
obtain  and,  if  carried  to  its  logical  con- 
clusion, in  many  cases  it  lightens  the 
expense  of  financial  aid  to  the  blind  by 
making  them  at  least  in  part  self-sup- 
porting. 

California  should  have  more  of  these 
field  workers.  Many  counties  are  not 
covered  at  all  by  a  field  worker  and 
many  others  are  visited  only  occasion- 
ally. In  those  counties  there  live  over 
one  thousand  blind  persons. 

Two  of  these  workers  are  assigned 
to  cover  the  counties  of  Los  Angeles, 
Santa  Barbara,  Ventura,  San  Bernar- 
dino, Orange  and  Riverside,  an  area  of 
36,906  square  miles,  containing  approx- 
imately 3,700  blind  persons.  A  reason- 
able case  load  in  this  work  is  fifty. 

Where  governmental  agencies  are 
inadequate  it  is  the  function  of  private 
agencies  to  step  in  and  do  as  much  as 
they  can  to  alleviate  the  condition. 
This  is  the  reason  why  the  Braille  In- 
stitute employs  a  home  teacher  to 
teach  the  reading  of  raised  print  to  the 
blind,  for  this  activity  also  is  not  com- 
pletely carried  on  by  the  State.  In 
Southern  California  there  is  but  one 
State  teacher  for  the  four  thousand 
blind  of  the  area. 

Is  it  too  much  for  the  blind  to  expect 
State  or  private  assistance  in  working 
out  their  problems,  or  should  they  be 
left  alone  to  work  them  out  as  best 
they  can  themselves?  Government  in 
general  finds  that  money  spent  in  re- 
habilitation work  of  all  kinds  is  well  re- 


paid and  the  salvaging  of  individuals 
for  society  has  become  a  principal  gov- 
ernmental function.  In  California  work 
of  this  type  for  the  blind  has  not  kept 
pace  with  similar  work  in  other  fields. 
Sooner  or  later  the  public  will  demand 
that  every  blind  person,  even  though 
he  live  in  an  outlying  area,  receive 
equally  with  others  the  benefits  of 
kindly  and  understanding  instruction 
by  trained  workers  for  the  blind. 

Braille  Dictionary  Notice 

Due  in  part  to  technical  problems 
arising  in  the  publication  of  a  self- 
pronouncing  dictionary,  work  on 
Webster's  Secondary  School  edition  in 
Braille,  which  was  begun  some  time 
ago  by  the  Braille  Institute  of  America 
in  cooperation  with  the  American 
Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  has  been 
temporarily  halted. 

Dictionaries  in  Braille  cannot  be 
published  often  as  is  done  in  ordinary 
printing.  So,  to  be  sure  that  the  Braille 
edition  may  be  printed  in  the  simplest 
form  possible,  it  has  been  decided  to 
print  and  bind  a  small  edition  of  the 
first  volume,  the  plates  for  which  have 
been  made,  for  circulation  among  blind 
students  who  in  turn  will  be  invited  to 
criticize  the  experimental  volume  thor- 
oughly from  every  angle.  Their  sug- 
gestions will  undoubtedly  prove  very 
helpful  in  making  this  Braille  diction- 
ary truly  serviceable  to  the  blind. 

The  Braille  Institute's  edition  of  the 
dictionary  will  be  circulated  among  the 
adult  blind  who  are  unable  to  use  the 
facilities  of  the  schools  for  the  blind, 
blind  departments  of  the  several  public 
libraries  and  for  those  who  wish  to 
have  the  dictionary  for  their  own  per- 
sonal libraries. 

With  the  aid  of  generous  contribu- 
tions and  endowments  for  this  purpose, 
it  is  hoped  to  price  the  Braille  diction- 
ary on  a  parity  with  the  ink  print  edi- 
tion of  the  same  work. 
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American  Printing  House  for  the 
Blind  (Louisville,  Ky.) .  With  funds 
contributed  by  individuals  and  other 
organizations  for  the  blind,  the  Ameri- 
can Printing  House  for  the  Blind  has 
rendered  aid  to  twenty-nine  blind  peo- 
ple in  and  near  Louisville  who  were 
hit  by  the  flood.  Each  case  is  investi- 
gated by  the  field  agent  of  the  Ken- 
tucky School  for  the  Blind.  The  su- 
perintendent of  the  Printing  House 
says,  "We  are  so  deep  into  this  relief 
problem  that  I  don't  see  how  our  blind 
would  have  ever  come  through  this 
terrible  time  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
generous  donations  sent  in  by  the 
friends  of  the  Printing  House." 
♦ 

Utah  Commission  for  the  Adult 
Blind.  The  appropriation  for  $15,000 
to  purchase  and  equip  a  Work  Shop 
and  Center  for  the  Blind  at  138  South 
2nd  East,  Salt  Lake  City,  has  been  ap- 
proved by  the  Governor  of  Utah.  The 
building  will  be  opened  formally  about 
the  middle  of  May.  The  appropriation 
for  the  regular  work  for  the  Commis- 
sion was  raised  from  $10,000  to 
$11,000. 

Pennsylvania  Federation  of  the  Blind. 

The  Pennsylvania  Federation  of  the 
Blind,  organized  about  one  year  ago, 
has  published  the  first  number  of  its 
magazine,  "We  the  Blind",  in  which  it 
offers  a  fifteen  point  program  dealing 
with  the  problems  of  the  blind  in  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Among  other  things,  the  federation 
proposes  to  create  a  mutual  life  insur- 
ance fund  and  to  include  a  burial  bene- 
fit in  the  present  blind  pension  act.  It 
dedicates  itself  to  striving  for  a  mini- 
mum pension  of  $50.00  monthly  for  the 
blind.  The  federation  also  wishes  to 
abolish  completely  or  reorganize  the 
present  State  Council  for  the  Blind  and 


to  secure  blind  representation  upon 
every  executive  board  of  every  agency, 
workshop  and  home  for  the  blind  in 
the  state  and  to  steadily  increase  this 
representation  until  blind  representa- 
tion eventually  is  in  the  majority. 

The  Los  Angeles  County  Club  of 
Adult  Blind.  The  Los  Angeles  County 
Club  of  Adult  Blind  was  formed  specif- 
ically eight  years  ago  to  watch  over  the 
administration  of  the  State  aid  to  needy 
blind  act:  to  tell  blind  persons  how  to 
secure  such  aid  and  to  help  them  main- 
tain a  j  u  s  t  amount.  Naturally,  the 
Club's  major  interest  this  spring  is  As- 
sembly Bill  No.  4  which  would  amend 
the  State  aid  law.  The  blind  hope  that 
this  bill  will  insure  to  each  qualified 
blind  person  an  income  of  fifty  dollars  a 
month;  that  is,  the  State  "would  give 
fifty  dollars  minus  any  private  income 
above  thirty-three  dollars  a  month, 
which  few  blind  persons  are  fortunate 
enough  to  have. 

Such  an  arrangement  would  do  away 
■with  present  unhappiness  arising  from 
the  fact  that  individuals  with  appar- 
ently similar  need,  but  with  different 
social  workers  handling  their  cases,  do 
not  receive  the  same  amounts  of  aid. 
With  the  extraordinary  expenses  re- 
quired of  all  blind  persons  for  addi- 
tional necessary  services,  they  cannot 
have  a  decent  standard  of  living  under 
fifty  dollars  a  month.  Therefore,  the 
Club's  sighted  and  blind  members  alike 
are  carefully  watching  this  measure 
and  seeking  to  have  it  attain  this  goal. 

Missouri  Commission  for  the  Blind. 
A  careful  study  was  made  by  the  exec- 
utive director  of  Title  X  of  the  Social 
Security  Act,  as  well  as  the  duties  im- 
posed by  the  Social  Security  Board.  In 
addition  to  working  as  a  member  of « the 
governor's  committee  to  study  this  leg- 
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islation,  conferences  were  held  with  the 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  the 
American  Association  of  Workers  for 
the  Blind,  members  of  the  staff  of  the 
Social  Security  Board,  and  with  our 
United  States  and  State  Senators  and 
Representatives.  A  further  study  was 
made  by  questionnaires  sent  to  the 
states  that  had  and  that  had  not 
changed  their  statutes  to  conform  to 
the  Social  Security  Board's  require- 
ments. 

When  it  was  thought  that  Missouri 
could  be  the  recipient  of  Federal  funds 
to  supplement  the  -work  of  its  various 
departments,  we  were  very  anxious  to 
qualify  for  such  assistance.  However, 
when  it  was  learned  that  Federal  funds 
under  this  Act  were  only  available  for 
payments  in  the  form  of  relief  to  the 
"needy"  blind  under  the  specific  stipu- 
lations of  the  Social  Security  Board,  it 
was  necessary  to  very  carefully  recon- 
sider the  wisdom  of  trying  to  qualify 
for  this  aid. 

By  changing  from  a  flat  rate  to  a 
sliding  scale,  and  granting  the  aid  on 
the  basis  of  "need"  according  to  the 
same  requirements  as  old  age  pensions, 
it  would  no  doubt  greatly  increase  the 
cost  of  administration,  as  well  as  en- 
tirely destroy  the  intent  that  "deserv- 
ing" blind  persons  under  the  present 
statutes  be  pensioned.  This  pension  to 
enable  them,  in  a  measure,  to  continue 
as  an  integral  part  of  society  and  not 
be  subjected  to  the  rigid  investigations 
of  those  applying  for  poor  relief,  or  re- 
duced to  the  pauperous  condition  of  in- 
digents. 

Until  it  can  be  proven  that  grants  to 
states  for  aid  to  the  blind  under  Title 
X  of  the  Social  Security  Act  can  sup- 
plement and  enable  the  states  already 
having  programs  for  their  blind,  to  ex- 
pand and  develop  (with  possibly  a  few 
constructive  corrections  along  the  way) 
rather  than  tear  down  and  destroy  the 
work  already  accomplished,  it  would 


seem  better  not  to  try   to  qualify   for 
participation  in  these  Federal  funds. 

Colorado  State  Commission  for  the 
Blind.  The  Colorado  Legislature  now 
in  Session  has  passed  a  bill  requiring  the 
use  of  drops  in  babies'  eyes  at  birth. 
This  bill  has  already  been  signed  by  the 
Governor  and  is  now  a  law. 

Matilda  Xiegler  Magazine  for  the 
Blind  (Editorial  in  February,  1937, 
issue).  For  a  long  time  I  have  had 
vaguely  in  mind  a  plan  that  I  have 
wanted  to  work  out,  and  now  I  mean 
to  give  it  a  trial.  You  can  help  me 
with  it. 

There  are  blind  people  who  are  born 
with  the  luxuries  and  comforts  of  life, 
and  there  are  others  who  have  such  will 
power  that  they  cannot  be  kept  down, 
or  -who  have  influential  friends  to  give 
them  help  and  advice  toward  success. 
Still  others  in  this  group,  beginning  at 
small  things  and  without  means  or  in- 
fluence, have  worked  themselves  up. 
All  honor  to  these. 

But  there  are  many,  very  many,  in 
the  world  of  the  blind — just  as  there 
are  in  the  sighted  world — who  do  not 
have  such  gifts,  or  influence,  or  luck,  if 
you  wish  to  call  it  that;  and  there  are 
many  whose  health  does  not  permit 
them  to  attempt  things  they  might 
otherwise  do. 

I  have  long  felt  that  this  second 
group  could  be  greatly  helped  in  every 
way  if  each  of  them  had  a  good  friend 
or  friends,  blind  or  sighted,  who  would 
act  as  big  brothers  or  sisters  to  them — 
real  friends,  who  loved  them  and  would 
give  them  the  help  they  needed,  or  find 
somone  else  to  do  so.  It  is  not  always 
financial  help  that  these  blind  need: 
they  need  a  friend  or  friends  who  would 
advise  them  on  all  matters  and  help 
them  in  every  way,  especially  to  help 
them  to  help  themselves. 

Now,  my  plan  is  to  try  to  find  such 
(Continued  on  Page  16) 
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PENDING  LEGISLATION 

Federal 

H.  R.  168.  Amends  the  act  of  1931 
making  an  appropriation  for  the  publi- 
cation of  books  for  the  blind,  increas- 
ing the  amount  to  $275,000  annually, 
not  exceeding  $100,000  thereof  to  be 
expended  for  books  in  raised  charac- 
ters, and  not  exceeding  $175,000 
thereof  to  be  expended  for  sound-re- 
production records.  Endorsed  by 
Braille  Institute. 

H.  R.  4582.  Amends  the  act  of  1919 
which  appropriates  money  to  aid  the 
American  Printing  House  for  the 
Blind,  increasing  the  amount  to  be  ap- 
propriated to  $115,000  annually.  En- 
dorsed by  Braille  Institute. 

H.  R.  5538.  Provides  that  all  blind 
persons  twenty-one  years  of  age  and 
over,  whose  annual  income  is  less  than 
$1,200  a  year,  shall  receive  a  pension  of 
up  to  $50  per  month.  Endorsed  by 
Braille  Institute.  (See  article  on 
page  7). 

S.  1309.  Amends  the  act  of  1936 
which  authorizes  the  operation  of 
stands  in  Federal  buildings  by  blind 
persons,  outlining  the  method  by 
which  states  may  cooperate  with  the 
Federal  Government  in  the  application 
of  the  provision  of  the  original  act.  En- 
dorsed by  Braille  Institute. 

An  amendment  to  the  Social  Secur- 
ity Act  which  establishes  a  new  part 
to  Title  X,  Part  2,  providing  for  allot- 
ting money  to  states  to  assist  them  in 
carrying  out  Social  Security  activities 
for  the  blind.  Endorsed  by  Braille  In- 
stitute. 

California 

A.  B.  4.  Amends  the  State  law  grant- 
ing aid  to  the  blind.  Endorsed  by 
Braille  Institute. 

A.  B.  817.  Permits  the  blind  to  op- 
erate stands  in  State  buildings  and  pro- 
vides for  the  cooperation  of  county  and 
city  governments  in  such  projects.  En- 
dorsed by  Braille  Institute. 

A.  B.  2708.  (S.  B.  190).  Provides 
subsidy  for  the  operation  of  the  work- 


shop and  salesroom  for  the  blind  in 
San  Diego.  Endorsed  by  Braille  In- 
stitute. In  Los  Angeles  and  in  Oak- 
land, the  State  maintains  industrial 
workshops  for  the  training  of  the  blind 
and  for  their  employment  after  the 
training  has  been  completed.  The 
Braille  Institute  believes  that  the  blind 
in  San  Diego  County  are  entitled  to 
the  same  consideration  and  that  the 
taxpayers  of  California  favor  this  leg- 
islation. 

PORTABLE   BRAILLE   TYPEWRITER 

(Continued  from  Page  6) 
Institute  now  appeals  to  the  public  for 
funds  with  which  to  finance  the  proj- 
ect. The  sum  of  fifty  five  hundred  dol- 
lars should  be  forthcoming  immedi- 
ately for  the  manufacture  of  the  first 
allotment.  When  these  are  made  and 
marketed  the  revenue  realized  from 
sales  at  production  cost  or  less  will  be 
used  as  a  revolving  fund  for  the  manu- 
facture of  other  typewriters  which  in 
turn  will  be  made  available  to  the 
blind.  Meanwhile,  a  lending  agency  is 
being  established  within  the  Institute's 
bureau  of  business  placement  and 
guidance,  from  which  typewriters  will 
be  lent  indefinitely  to  the  blind  unable 
to  pay  any  portion  of  the  production 
cost. 

If  you  had  no  other  means  of  corres- 
ponding with  your  friends,  or  of  jotting 
on  paper  notations  and  information  for 
personal  reference,  than  a  typewriter, 
you  would  want  one,  wouldn't  you?  So 
do  thousands  of  the  blind  who  must  be 
assisted  financially  in  acquiring  them. 

To  this  end,  you,  kind  reader,  and 
the  whole  reading  public  are  earnestly 
asked  to  help.  Send  your  contribution 
and  make  your  check  payable  to 
Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc., 
using  the  e  n  c  lo  s  e  d  card  for  conve- 
nience, the  receipt  of  which,  with  your 
contribution,  will  assure  its  use  for  the 
purpose  desired. 

A  kind  friend  has  already  pledged 
$500  to  aid  in  manufacturing  the  first 
writers  on  the  condition  that  the  re- 
maining $5,000,  estimated  in  the  Insti- 
tute's 1937  budget  as  the  amount 
needed  to  complete  the  first  100  ma- 
chines, is  contributed  by  other  friends. 
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INFORMATION  FROM  THE  FIELD 

Continued  from  Page  14) 
a  friend  or  friends  for  those  of  you  who 
would  like  me  to  do  so.  These  friends 
could  visit  with  you,  walk  with  you, 
read  to  you,  take  you  to  church  or  to 
places  of  entertainment,  etc.  They 
would  soon  learn  to  love  you  and  to  do 
little  things  for  you  for  the  pleasure  of 
doing  them;  and  all  this  would  do  much 
to  give  sighted  people  a  better  under- 
standing of  the  blind  and  their  prob- 
lems. If  you  did  not  like  your  new 
friend  or  friends,  or  they  did  not  like 
you,  then  you  could  easily  discontinue 
your  relations. 

Friends  of  the  right  kind  are  needed 
by  everyone,  and  those  who  do  not  have 
friends  to  whom  they  can  turn  for  ad- 
vice, comfort  and  cheer,  miss  one  of  the 
great  joys  of  life.  I  am  willing  to  try  to 
organize  this  movement.  I  would  ask 
first  the  co-operation  of  all  the  blind; 
of  all  schools  and  other  organizations 
for  the  blind;  of  all  home  teachers  and 
workers  for  the  blind;  of  the  Lions 
Clubs,  Women's  Clubs,  Junior  League 
Clubs,  and  other  welfare  workers;  and 
of  churches  and  other  organizations. 

I  do  believe  that  such  a  plan,  if  it 
could  be  worked  out,  would  do  much 
to  solve  the  problems  of  a  large  group 
of  the  blind. 

These  friends  could  advise  you  as  to 
many  things  you  could  do  in  your  own 
home,  and  could  convince  members  of 
your  family  that  you  can  do  this  and 
that,  and  get  them  to  give  you  an  op- 
portunity to  do  so.  In  case  of  illness,  if 
you  needed  suggestions  as  to  the  right 
physician  to  see,  they  could  advise  you 
along  this  line.  They  could  find  some- 
one to  look  after  your  radio,  type- 
writer, etc.,  and  keep  them  in  repair. 
In  other  words,  they  would  just  be  big 
brothers  and  big  sisters  to  you. 

I  am  communicating  with  some  or- 
ganizations to  get  their  suggestions  and 
co-operation  in  this  matter.  It  is  a  big 
thing  to  get  generally  organized,  and  it 


may  be  just  a  sort  of  dream,  but,  you 
know,  dreams  often  come  true.  What 
shall  we  call  such  an  organization? 
There  is  already  a  Big  Brothers'  organ- 
ization. We  might  call  it  "Friends  of 
the  Blind,"  or  the  "Friendship  League 
of  the  Blind." 

Persons  wanting  such  friends  could 
notify  us,  telling  us  the  type  and  ages 
of  people  they  would  like  to  know.  If 
you  are  church  people,  it  would  be  well 
to  get  friends  in  your  own  church.  The 
thing  could  not  be  worked  up  in  any 
short  time,  but  could  be  started  here 
and  there,  and  would  grow  and  grow 
until  all  who  wanted  such  sighted 
friends  had  secured  them. 

The  success  of  such  a  plan  would  re- 
quire the  aid  and  co-operation  of  all  or- 
ganizations for  the  blind.  We  would  in 
no  way  interfere  with  their  work,  and 
would  like  to  leave  the  details  of  the 
plan  in  each  locality  in  the  hands  of 
such  local  or  State  organizations,  all  of 
us  working  together  for  the  common 
good. 

DIRECTORY 

Business  and  Professional  Blind 


CLUB  AND  AFTER-DINNER 
SPEAKING 

THOMAS  S.   BUTLER,   1653  Shatto  St.,  Los  An- 
geles, Phone  Exposition  8359. 


INSURANCE 

KENNETH  E.  MARSHALL,  Fire,  Automobile, 
Liability,  Plate  Glass,  Jewelry  and  Fur  Floaters  In- 
surance, 357%  North  Beverly  Dr.,  Beverly  Hills, 
Phone  WOodbury  61444. 


PHYSIO-THERAPY  AND  MASSAGE 

VICTOR  EGBERT,  1004  W.  53rd  St.,  Los  An- 
geles. For  appointment  call  PLeasant  8172  or  TWin 
Oaks  1412. 


VIOLIN  MAKER 

CHARLES  H.   BAKER,   Res.:   630   South  "E"   St. 
(rear),  Tulare,  Calif.,  P.  O.  Address  Tulare,  Box  872. 


PIANO  TUNER 

WILLIAM  L.   CURRIE,  4025  South  Brighton  Ave., 
Los  Angeles,  Phone  UNiversity  1115. 
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THE  BLIND  AND  THE  BIBLE 
IN  BRAILLE 

Unfilled  Requests  for  1687 
Volumes 

The  Braille  Bible  Society  of  Los 
Angeles,  California  urges  the  pub- 
lic to  assist  it  in  supplying  the 
Scriptures  in  Braille  free  to  the 
blind  or  at  prices  they  are  able  to 
pay  below  the  production  cost. 

Oddly  enough,  although  the 
Bible  in  Braille  is  the  one  book 
which  thousands  of  the  blind 
would  like  to  possess,  it  is  not  the 
"world's  best  seller."  This  is  due 
both  to  the  excessive  cost  in  pub- 
lishing Braille  Bibles,  and  the  limi- 
tations which  almost  inevitably  at- 
tend the  lack  of  physical  sight. 

The  cost  to  this  Society  of  Bibles 
printed  and  distributed  in  193  5 
was  $134.19  a  set  of  21  volumes. 
The  average  price  received  from 
sales  was  $17.01  per  set.  This  dif- 
ferential of  $117.18  must  be  sus- 
tained through  the  generosity  of 
God-loving  people,  as  the  Society 
has  no  other  resources.  In  addition, 
it  should  be  said  that  for  many 
years  the  Braille  Bible  Society  has 
given  to  the  worthy  blind  abso- 
lutely free  more  Braille  Bibles 
than  it  has  sold,  even  at  prices  far 
below  the  production  cost. 

The  Society  has  on  file  requests 
for  1687  volumes  of  the  Scriptures 
in  Braille,  from  the  blind  who  are 
unable  to  pay  anything  at  all, 
which  it  cannot  supply  until  funds 
are  forthcoming.  It  earnestly  asks 
the  public  to  assist  it  financially  in 
meeting  these  requests.  Contribu- 
tions should  be  made  payable  and 
sent 


BRAILLE  BIBLE  SOCIETY,  Inc., 

739  North  Vermont  Avenue, 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 


WHAT  SHALL  THE  FEDERAL 
GOVERNMENT  DO? 
(Continued  from  Page  9) 
of  earning  $100  a  month  rather  than 
having  a  pension  of  even  $60  or  $75 
a  month,  I  believe  the  vast  majority  of 
them  would  accept  employment. 

At  least  that  is  the  faith  that  I,  as  a 
blind  man,  have  in  my  fellow  blind 
and  I  am  sorry  to  see  articles  appear- 
ing in  various  publications  which  inti- 
mate the  opposite.  The  employable 
blind  of  the  nation  should  resent  such 
articles  and  they  are  resenting  them 
because  they  imply,  even  declare,  that 
most  of  the  blind  prefer  to  beg  rather 
than  work.    This  is  not  the  fact. 

There  are  hundreds,  if  not  thou- 
sands, of  jobs  in  the  trades  and  profes- 
sions which  the  employable  blind  could 
be  fitted  to  fill.  A  Federal  appropria- 
tion for  this  purpose,  under  proper  su- 
pervision and  control,  would  do  more 
to  promote  the  economic  welfare  of  the 
blind  than  can  be  done  in  any  other 
way. 

If,  as  may  be  likely,  the  Randolph- 
Sheppard  Law  does  not  adequately  and 
consistently  provide  such  an  appropria- 
tion, then  let  us  initiate  legislation  that 
will  meet  this  need. 

But  let  that  legislation  be  wholly 
separate  from  the  plan  to  provide  a 
Federal  pension.  There  is,  as  I  see  it, 
danger  in  combining  social  and  eco- 
nomic legislation,  in  spite  of  the  fact 
that  I  have  in  this  paper  mingled  the 
two  as  being  inter-related  to  some  ex- 
tent. 

Through  unity  of  thought  and  ac- 
tion, the  necessary  legislation  can  be 
secured.  Let  no  one  think  that  our 
statesmen  and  the  public  in  general  are 
against  the  social  and  economic  wel- 
fare of  the  blind.  They  will  be  for  the 
blind  just  as  soon  as  the  blind  them- 
selves and  workers  for  the  blind  dem- 
onstrate that  they  are  united  in  a  solid 
(Continued  on  Page  20) 


18 


LIGHT 


Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc. 

BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES 

Robert  A.  Odell,  President 

J.  Robert  Atkinson,  Vice-President  and  Manager 

W.  H.  Kindig,  Secretary 

Arthur  L.  Sonderegger,  Treasurer 


P.  A.  Be-Hannesey  M.  F.  Palmer 

Hon.  Frank  C.  Collier  Cecil  L.  Whitehead 

Dr.  R.  W.  Whomes 


THE  Braille  Institute  of  America, 
Inc.,  was  chartered  under  the  laws 
of  the  State  of  California  on  the 
100th  anniversary  of  the  braille  system 
of  printing  for  the  blind,  as  a  memorial 
to  Louis  Braille,  of  France,  (1806-1852), 
who  made  it  possible  for  the  blind  to 
write  as  well  as  read. 

This  explains  the  prominence  given 
to  the  word  Braille  in  the  Institute's 
name,  and  the  practical  omission  there- 
from of  any  word  which  has  a  direct 
bearing  on  welfare  work  for  the  blind. 

The  Institute  is  a  national  non-profit 
agency  devoted  to  the  social,  industrial 
and  literary  advancement  of  the  blind, 
with  headquarters  at  741  North  Ver- 
mont Avenue,  Los  Angeles,  California. 

It  was  established  to  acquire  the 
assets  and  activities  of  the  Universal 
Braille  Press,  founded  in  1919  by  J. 
Robert  Atkinson,  with  the  assistance 
of  philanthropic  friends. 

Governed  by  a  board  of  trustees 
elected  annually  by  the  members,  and 
established  to  receive  and  expend  gifts 
and  endowments  for  the  welfare  of  the 
blind,  it  ranks  among  the  nation's  lead- 
ing institutions  in  the  field  of  philan- 
thropy, thereby  affording  an  outlet  for 
the  benevolence  of  all  who  wish  to  help 
those  handicapped  by  physical  blind- 
ness. 

The  nation's  blind  population  is  esti- 
mated at  120,000,  of  whom  90  per  cent 
lost  their  sight  after  reaching  maturity. 
To  the   latter,    the   doors   of   tax-sup- 


ported schools  for  the  education  of  the 
youthful  blind  are  closed. 

Blind  adults  everywhere  are  appeal- 
ing to  the  Braille  Institute  for  help  and 
counsel.  They  recognize  in  the  Insti- 
tute, founded  by  a  blind  man,  a  bond  of 
sympathy  and  leadership  on  which  to 
anchor  hope. 

The  Braille  Institute  of  America's 
activities  include : 

1)  A  Bureau  of  Business  Placement 
and  Guidance,  to  find  occupations  or 
business  locations  for  the  employable 
blind ; 

2)  A  Bureau  of  Social  Welfare,  to 
assist  the  blind  who  for  good  reasons 
cannot  be  rehabilitated  for  gainful  oc- 
cupation ; 

3)  Free  instruction  in  reading  and 
writing  raised  print,  in  typewriting  and 
lessons  in  self-reliance; 

4)  Sponsorship  of  books  and  maga- 
zines for  the  blind,  on  a  non-profit 
basis,  and  free  to  those  unable  to  pay ; 

5)  Free  library  service  to  the  blind 
of  the  nation.  This  library  is  one  of  the 
25  regional  libraries  which  distributes 
literature  published  by  the  United 
States  government  and  supplied 
through  the  Library  of  Congress. 

The  Institute  publishes  three  month- 
ly magazines  as  follows:  "March  of 
Events,"  a  digest  of  world  news,  printed 
in  braille;  "The  Braille  Mirror,"  a 
panorama  of  world  affairs,  printed  in 
braille;  "New  Moon,"  printed  in  Moon 
type,  containing  a  digest  of  current 
events. 

The  Institute's  activities  are  sus- 
tained through  voluntary  contributions, 
endowments,  and  the  sale  of  member- 
ships, as  follows:  Participating  mem- 
ber, $3  per  annum;  Patron  member,  $5 
per  annum;  Supporting  member,  $10 
per  annum;  Contributing  member,  $25 
per  annum ;  Associate  member,  $50  per 
annum;  Sustaining  member,  $100  per 
annum ;  Life  member,  $1,000. 
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FORM  OF  BEQUEST 
I  give,  devise  and  bequeath  to  the  Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc.,  of  Los 
Angeles,  California 

(Insert  description  of  money  or  property  given) 

for  the  general  uses  and  purposes  of  the  corporation. 


FORM  OF  CODICIL  TO  WILL 

When  a  will  has  been  made  and  it  is  afterwards  desired  to  make  a  gift  or 
bequest  to  the  Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc.,  it  will  be  sufficient  if  the  form 
below  is  filled  in,  and  signed  by  the  testator  in  the  presence  of  two  witnesses, 
who  also,  at  the  request  of  the  testator,  sign  as  witnesses  in  the  presence  of  the 
testator  and  in  the  presence  of  each  other.  This  codicil  should  then  be  carefully 
attached  to  the  existing  will. 

CODICIL 

THIS  IS  A  CODICIL  to  the  last  Will  and  Testament  of 


,  dated 

(Name  in  Full)  (Date  of  Will) 

I  give,  devise  and  bequeath  to  the  Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc.,  of 
Los  Angeles,  California,  for  the  general  purposes  of  the  corporation,  the  sum  of 

(or  a  description  of 

any  property,  real  or  personal.) 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  this day  of 

19 


(Signature  of  Testator) 

Signed  by  the  testatrix  as  anc*  *or  a  Codicil  to  h'esr  last  Will  dated. 


.in  the  presence  of  us,  both  present  at  the  same 


(Date  of  Will) 

time,  who  at    j,er   request  and  in    j,er      presence,  and  in  the  presence  of  each 
other,  have  hereunto  set  our  names  as  witnesses. 

residing  at 

residing  at 
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WHAT   SHALL   THE   FEDERAL 

GOVERNMENT  DO? 

(Continued  from  Page  17) 

front,  to  secure  assistance  in  overcom- 
ing their  handicap. 

The  enactment  of  the  Randolph- 
Sheppard  Blind  Employment  Law 
proves  this  forcefully.  There  was  not 
a  united  effort  behind  that  measure. 
Some  executives  engaged  in  work  for 
the  blind  opposed  it,  so  it  is  rather 
gratifying  that  our  law-makers  were 
not  swayed  by  their  adverse  opinion. 

This  article  is  by  no  means  intended 
to  furnish  a  panacea  for  the  economic 
ills  of  those  handicapped  by  blindness. 
That  would  be  a  big  assignment — one, 
in  fact,  which  has  successfully  chal- 
lenged the  resourcefulness  of  all  bene- 
factors ever  since  the  beginning  of  wel- 
fare work  for  the  blind.  But  if  it  will 
provoke  discussion  pro  and  con,  that 
is  exactly  what  is  needed  before  the 
perplexing  problem  concerning  the  so- 
cial and  economic  welfare  of  the  blind 
can  be  solved. 


ARTICLES  FOR  THE  BLIND 

on   sale   at   Braille   Institute   of 

America,  Inc. 

Braille  slate  and  stylus $1.10 

Hill  desk  board  (for  longhand  writing)  1.50 
Hill  writing  guide 

(for  longhand  writing) 50 

Grooved  writing  card 

(for  longhand  writing) 15 

Braille  slate  paper,  per  lb 20 

Braille  writer  paper,  per  lb 20 

Paper  for  use  in  Hill  desk  boards, 

per  100  sheets 40 

Coin   holder 60 

Playing  cards,  brailled 55 

Typewriter  keyboard  chart  (in  braille)  .05 
Christmas  cards,  (in  braille) 15 

The  following  articles  can  be  secured 
on  order: 

Braille   dominoes 1.76 

Braille  dominoes,  interlocking 75 

Checkerboard  and  men 75 

Checkerboard,  folding,  and  men  .  .  .  5.00 
Desk  braille  slate  with  board  and  stylus  2.00 
Watches $8.50-$23.75 


UNITED 

PRINTING 
COMPANY 

Printers 


Books,  Magazines,  Tariffs 
Fine  Color  Printing 

430  Boyd  Street 
Michigan  1873  Los  Angeles 


Harry  W.  Brintnall  Co. 


Printing  and  Bookbinding 
Machinery  and  Supplies 


418  Boyd  St. 


TUcker  2291 


TIMELY    GIFTS 

TO  THE  BLIND 


THE  BRAILLE  MIRROR— a  monthly  magazine- 
publishing  cost  $7.80  per  year. 

Contains  a  panorama  of  world  news,  the 
latest  political  events,  humor,  an  open 
forum  section,  news  notes,  and  an  occa- 
sional short  story. 


MARCH  OF  EVENTS— a  monthly  magazine  printed 
in  Braille — publishing  cost  $7.40  per  year. 

Contains  brief  items  and  longer  items  on 
national  and  international  affairs  of  polit- 
ical, social  and  scientific  significance,  per- 
sonality sketches  of  prominent  characters 
and  news  notes. 


NEW  MOON — a  monthly  magazine  in  Moon  type- 
especially  designed  for  use  of  the  elderly  and  in- 
firm blind.  Publishing  cost,  $15.12  per  year. 

Contains  current  matter  of  world-wide  in- 
terest, the  latest  political  events,  humor, 
news  notes  and  an  occasional  short  story. 


LIGHT  readers  are  urged  to  underwrite  one  yearly 
subscription  for  each  or  all  of  these  magazines  to 
be  sent  free  to  blind  readers  who  cannot  pay  any 
portion  of  the  production  cost. 


Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc. 
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TIN    CUPS    TABOO 


WHEN  you  go  to  a  dance,  you  go 
where  there  is  good  dance  music; 
and  these  summer  nights  —  ideal 
for  dancing — you  go  where  they  are 
playing  the  latest  swing  tunes. 

According  to  Paul  Light,  columnist 
in  the  St.  Paul  News,  you'd  be  fortu- 
nate indeed  if  you  chanced  upon  a  ball- 
room where  the  music  was  being  fur- 
nished by  The  Arions  All-Blind  Road 
Orchestra. 

And  that  "all-blind"  part  occasions 
our  interest  in  the  story  of  Maynard 
Nordquist,  Allen  Peterson,  Dick 
Gustafson,  Archie  Erickson  and  Bob 
Peterson,  1500  Stevens  Avenue,  Min- 
neapolis. 

So-called  "success  stories"  of  the 
blind  are  no  new  feature  in  this  maga- 
zine, but  it  isn't  often  we  have  the  priv- 
ilege of  presenting  the  success  story  of 
blind  "quints."  So  let's  turn  the  type- 
writer over  to  one  of  their  group  and 
let  them  speak  for  themselves: 

"There  are  five  of  us  in  the  orches- 
tra. All  of  us  are  totally  blind  except 
Dick  who  has  1/12  normal  vision  in 
one  eye  only.  This  is  just  enough  to 
see  outlines  of  large  objects.  The  rest 
of  us  depend  entirely  on  our  sense  of 
touch  and  memory  to  guide  us. 

"In  May  we  played  29  one-night 
stands  and  drove  5,300  miles.  In  June 
we  have  28  one-night  stands  scheduled. 
We  own  our  own  car  and  a  trailer  for 
sleeping  on  the  road.  It  is  equipped 
with  good  mattresses,  water  for  shav- 
ing, stove,  etc.  It  also  has  compart- 
ments for  our  musical  instruments. 


"We  hire  our  driver  who  acts  as 
ticket-taker.  We  take  in  an  average  of 
$75  a  night  and  we  average  about  $35 
a  week  per  person  above  our  expenses. 

"Our  driver  is  uniformed.  We  wear 
a  costume  of  black  palm  beach  trou- 
sers, black  silk  shirts  with  white  collar, 
white  four-in-hand  tie,  white  silk  sus- 
penders, patent  leather  shoes.  We  have 
our  own  public  address  system.  Mi- 
crophones are  placed  conveniently  for 
each  of  us  as  it  is  difficult  to  get 
around. 

"We  have  more  than  $5,000  invested 
in  musical  instruments.  Two  of  us  are 
solo  singers  and  we  have  various  nov- 
elties. 

*     *     * 

"Two  of  us  are  married.  We  own 
the  band  as  a  partnership.  Many  peo- 
ple tell  us  they  are  surprised  to  find  us 
happy.  I  really  feel  that  we  are  as 
happy  and  contented  as  the  average 
person. 

"We  all  write  Braille  and  all  use 
the  typewriter.  We  play  our  own  ar- 
rangements which  are  made  up  by  our 
leader,  Maynard.  He  gets  most  of  the 
tunes  from  records.  The  records  be- 
long to  the  orchestra.  We  own  more 
than  a  thousand  and  they  are  indexed 
in.  Braille.  When  Maynard  hears  a 
tune,  he  memorizes  it  and  makes  an 
arrangement  in  his  head.  Then  he 
plays  the  parts  for  us  on  the  piano  and 
we  put  them  all  together.  We  can  add 
a  new  piece  in  about  the  same  time 
that  a  seeing  orchestra  does. 

"We  all  tune  pianos.     However,  we 
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make  no  particular  effort  to  get  tuning 
jobs  as  we  have  all  the  work  we  can 
handle.  Whatever  money  we  get  from 
tuning  goes  to  our  record  fund. 

"Dick    and    Al    can    write    as    they 
haven't  always  been  blind.    The  rest  of 


about  400  and  we  have  never  played  at 
any  place  without  being  offered  a  re- 
turn engagement." 

Since  the  first  of  May  the  Arions 
have  traveled  more  than  17,000  miles 
and  by  the  end  of  July  they  will  have 


us  write  only  with  the  typewriter  or 
Braille. 

"We  all  play  horse-shoes  quite  well. 
When  we  play  we  go  by  the  sound  of 
one  hitting  the  post.  We  also  have  our 
own  game  of  kittenball  which  we  have 
adapted  ourselves  to  playing  with  blind 
people. 

"We  finish  our  present  tour  Dec.  1 
and  will  then  get  some  place  to  play 
during  the  winter  until  we  can  take  to 
the  road  again.    Our  average  crowd  is 


played  eighty-four  one-night  engage- 
ments, entertaining  during  this  time 
over  26,000  people.  In  addition  to  the 
dance  program,  they  offer  a  one-hour 
vaudeville  show  in  which  all  the  boys 
take  part. 

No  squawking  from  these  men  —  no 
plaints  about  the  world  being  unfair. 
Just  five  regular  fellows  "trying  to 
make  an  honest  living  without  holding 
out  the  familiar  blind  man's  tin  cup" — 
and  succeeding  admirably. 


QUESTIONABLE  SOLICITATION 


UNENLIGHTENED  public  opin- 
ion is  largely  responsible  for  the 
fetters  that  still  hold  the  blind  in 
bondage  to  limitation  and  lack.  Usually 
the  public  is  willing  enough  to  help  the 
blind  and  to  contribute  towards  their 
welfare;  but  too  often  they  are  con- 
fused and  misdirected  as  to  how  to  do 
this  constructively.  "Light"  would  not 
be  fulfilling  its  mission  if  it  failed  to  re- 
flect its  views  on  this  all-important 
subject. 

The  most  subtle  argument  which 
handicaps  the  blind  is  the  belief  enter- 
tained by  the  public  that  there  is  noth- 
ing blind  people  can  do  towards  sup- 
porting themselves.  The  picture  pre- 
senting itself  to  the  average  person  as 
soon  as  blindness  is  mentioned  is  that 
of  a  blind  man,  standing  on  a  street 
corner,  offering  a  lead  pencil  for  sale, 
or  else  holding  out  the  proverbial  tin 
cup  for  a  coin.  Seldom  is  it  conceded 
that  there  is  anything  else  a  blind  per- 
son can  do,  unless  it  is  to  play  a  mu- 
sical instrument  on  the  street,  which 
often  is  merely  a  milder  form  of  beg- 
ging- 

But  neither  the  public  nor  the  blind 
are  wholly  to  blame  for  this  attitude. 
Even  the  Bible,  that  book  of  light  and 
inspiration,  pictures  physical  blindness 
as  a  condition  inevitably  attended  by 
helplessness  and  want,  thereby  foster- 
ing a  sickly  charity  that  pauperizes  the 
blind.  Happy  day,  when  our  streets 
will  no  longer  echo  the  cries  of  blind 
Bartemaeus,  to  whom  mendicancy  and 
idleness  were  legitimate  pursuits  for  a 
livelihood.  That  day  is  not  distant 
if  we  do  our  duty,  but  it  must  be 
preceded  by  constructive  activity 


and  publicity   in   behalf   of  the   blind. 

To  force  the  blind  off  the  streets  be- 
fore we  have  provided  a  place  for  them 
in  industry  is  certainly  not  consistent. 
They  are  human  beings,  demanding 
food  and  shelter,  and  it  is  society's  ob- 
ligation to  supply  it. 

If  the  old  proverb  "charity  begins  at 
home"  means  anything  at  all  it  un- 
doubtedly implies  that  the  most  chari- 
table thing  anyone  can  do  is  to  investi- 
gate thoroughly  before  placing  charity. 
To  give  indiscriminately  every  time 
one  is  asked,  without  considering  the 
moral  effects  upon  recipients  or  with- 
out investigating  the  worthiness  of  the 
cause  or  the  responsibility  of  the 
agency  soliciting  the  help,  is  an  evil  of 
much  magnitude. 

Fortunately,  or  unfortunately,  as  the 
case  may  be,  the  cause  of  physical 
blindness  is  one  that  usually  carries  an 
appeal  to  the  sentiments  that  leads  the 
heart  into  by  paths  where  the  head 
would  not  otherwise  go.  Exploiters, 
recognizing  this  fact,  are  capitalizing 
on  it — taking  advantage  of  the  public, 
preying  upon  the  sympathetic — all  in 
the  guise  or  cry  of  "help  the  blind" — 
and  reaping  plentiful  reward. 

There  is  no  greater  menace  to  the 
cause  of  blindness  than  receptacles 
placed  in  public  places,  placarded  with 
sensational  appeals,  house-to-house 
canvassing,  newspaper  subscription 
campaigns,  the  offering  of  trading 
stamps,  flower  sales,  telephone  solici- 
tations, and  a  hundred  other  equally 
gross  schemes  for  raising  funds  — 
which  often  open  the  pocketbook  lib- 
erally in  support  of  an  agency  of  which 
little  or  nothing  is  known.     Reputable 
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agencies  in  work  for  the  blind  do  not 
resort  to  these  methods  of  raising 
funds.  They  are  not  only  undignified 
but  they  react  unfavorably  against  the 
blind.  They  leave  society  unprotected 
and,  worst  of  all,  the  blind  seldom  re- 
ceive any  direct  benefits  after  the  cost 
of  such  operations  has  been  deducted. 

Upon  investigation  it  will  be  found 
that  such  schemes  are  practiced  only 
by  the  inexperienced  or  the  irrespon- 
sible, or  else  they  are  the  work  of  ex- 
ploiters. It  is  cause  for  gratitude,  there- 
fore, that  welfare  workers  for  the  blind 
have  outlawed  these  practices  whether 
followed  by  the  blind  themselves  or  by 
well-meaning  individuals  in  their  be- 
half. 

Since  the  welfare  of  the  blind  is  of 
necessity  a  philanthropic  activity,  rep- 
utable agencies  thus  engaged  must  de- 
pend upon  donations  and  bequests  for 
their  existence  and  funds  are  always 
needed.  But  the  Braille  Institute  of 
America,  like  other  sound  institutions, 
believes  that  there  is  a  dignified  way  of 
raising  funds  and  it  appeals  to  the  pub- 
lic to  see  that  this  way  is  practiced. 

Tag  days,  and  tin  cups,  or  other 
schemes  under  the  pretense  of  selling 
something  to  benefit  the  blind,  or  to 
give  them  employment,  all  too  often 
suggest  beggary,  which  in  the  final 
analysis  makes  it  difficult  for  the  blind 
man  or  woman  engaged  in  business, 
even  to  arrange  for  a  legitimate  busi- 
ness interview. 

Through  the  columns  of  this  publica- 
tion, the  Braille  Institute  of  America, 


Inc.,  not  only  advocates  but  actually 
furnishes  proof  that  blind  men  and 
women  can  and  have  under  favorable 
circumstances  become  both  resourceful 
and  self-reliant.  Already  it  can  be 
shown,  and  has  been,  that  blind  men 
and  women  are  entitled  to  a  place  in 
our  industrial  system,  our  economic, 
journalistic  and  dramatic  life,  but 
many  of  them  must  yet  be  rehabilitated 
for  this  useful  service  and  here  is 
where  help  is  much  needed  for  the  fol- 
lowing very  obvious  reasons. 

The  nation's  blind  population  is  con- 
servatively estimated  at  120,000.  Of 
this  number  ninety  per  cent,  or  approx- 
imately 100,000,  lost  their  sight  after 
reaching  the  age  of  25  years.  To  these 
the  doors  of  the  tax-supported  institu- 
tions for  the  education  of  the  youthful 
blind  are  closed.  Their  rehabilitation 
is  therefore  a  responsibility  incumbent 
upon  private  philanthropy  if  ever  they 
are  to  be  fitted  for  gainful  occupations 
and  good  citizenship. 

Substantial  funds  are  needed  in  this 
rehabilitation  work  and  since  the 
Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc.,  is 
not  yet  permanently  endowed,  it  is  also 
equally  clear  that  its  service  to  the 
blind  is  necessarily  commensurate  with 
the  support  it  receives  from  the  public. 

Therefore,  we  urge  the  pub'lic  to  con- 
tinue their  investment  in  welfare  work 
for  the  blind,  for  it  pays  substantial 
spiritual  dividends.  But  in  so  doing, 
the  Braille  Institute  advises — "Investi- 
gate Before  Investing," — and  it  cor- 
dially welcomes  such  investigation. 


ONCE  WHEN  DEATH  WAS  SWEET 

By  MARIE  MITCHELL  McLAGLEN 
Home  Teacher,  Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc. 


AMONG  the  many  letters  that  come 
to  me  asking  for  instruction  in 
touch  reading,  I  found  one  morn- 
ing a  few  years  ago  a  little  note  which 
bore  the  heading,  "Misses  Lizzie  and 
Annie  Graham — Rug  Weaving."  Some- 
thing about  the  note  struck  me  imme- 
diately as  "quaint,"  and  when  I  called 
on  them  several  days  later,  I  found  an 
environment  and  atmosphere  which 
carried  out  the  impression  I  had  re- 
ceived by  mail. 

The  approach  to  their  little  house 
was  like  stepping  back  ten  decades 
into  an  old-fashioned  country  garden — 


Home  Teacher  and  Pupil 
flower  beds  edged  by  "cockle  shells" 
were  bright  with  canterbury  bells,  col- 
umbine, heliotrope,  spicy  pinks ;  and 
fruit  trees,  neatly  pruned,  rose  among 
hollyhocks  and  spiked  delphinium.  On 
the  veranda  of  the  cottage  stood  two 
prim  rocking  chairs,  and  in  response  to 
a  twist  of  an  old-fashioned  door  bell,  I 
was  greeted  by  a  little  old  lady  aproned 


in  stiff-starched  calico.  This,  she  told 
me,  was  "Miss  Annie,"  and  it  was  her 
elder  sister,  Miss  Lizzie,  whose  eyes 
were  failing  fast. 

Ushered  into  a  tiny  bedroom,  I  found 
my  prospective  pupil  propped  up  in  a 
bed  she  had  not  left  for  ten  years. 
Seventy-eight  years  old  —  frail,  going 
blind,  but  cheerful  and  alert  and  thor- 
oughly capable  of  directing  the  house- 
hold activities  carried  on  by  Sister 
Annie,  a  mere  girl  of  seventy-two. 

They  had  been  born  in  Ireland,  jour- 
neyed to  America  as  young  girls  to- 
gether ;  and  through  the  years,  both  un- 
married, they  lived  an  inseparable  pair, 
earning  a  modest  living  weaving  rugs 
on  hand  looms  and  saving  for  a  home 
for  their  old  age.  Now,  old  age  had 
come,  the  cottage  was  paid  for;  and 
they  lived  on  an  income  of  thirty  dol- 
lars a  month. 

Miss  Lizzie  proved  an  apt  pupil  and 
we  soon  became  fast  friends.  I  visited 
them  each  week  for  several  months  and 
after  the  lesson  we  would  talk  over  a 
cup  of  tea.  They  told  me  of  early  days 
in  Ireland,  of  happy  years  spent  in  sim- 
ple work,  their  pride  in  the  rugs  they 
wove ;  and  always  their  intense  interest 
in  events  of  the  world,  via  radio  and 
many  news  periodicals  they  read.  It 
was  the  inability  to  keep  up  this  avid 
reading  that  prompted  the  study  of 
touch  reading.  Miss  Annie  joined  in 
the  learning,  also  in  order  to  assist  Miss 
Lizzie  and  they  found  renewed  interest 
and  joy  when  able  to  trace  with  finger 
tips  the  onward  march  of  time. 

One  fear  alone  disturbed  the  content- 
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ment  of  their  lives  and  that  was  the 
day  of  their  "inevitable  separation." 
The  thought  of  one  "going  on"  and  the 
other  left  alone  caused  them  much 
dread.  "If  there  were  only  some  way 
that  we  could  'go  on'  together — we 
would  have  complete  peace,"  they  told 
me. 

With  the  completion  of  the  course  in 
touch  reading,  I  discontinued  my  calls, 
except  for  an  occasional  visit.  At  the 
Christmas  season  each  year,  a  basket 
was  sent  them  from  the  Institute,  but 
no  close  touch  was  possible  due  to  the 
press  of  other  requests  for  instruction 
in  Braille. 

Several  times  a  year  a  letter  would 
be  received  from  them  by  the  Braille 
Institute  enclosing  a  few  dollars  from 


their  meager  income,  "to  help  toward 
the  work  for  the  blind,"  and  often  we 
spoke  of  "Miss  Lizzie  and  Miss  Annie" 
as  they  were  affectionately  known  by 
our  staff. 

One  day  a  letter  came  bringing  word 
that  Miss  Lizzie  had  slipped  away  and 
that  within  the  hour  Miss  Annie, 
crushed  by  sorrow,  lay  down  to  rest 
and  "fell  asleep."  A  kindly  and  all- 
knowing  God  had  answered  their 
prayer — that  one  would  not  be'  left 
alone. 

Among  their  effects  was  found  an- 
other of  their  little  notes  addressed  to 
the  Braille  Institute,  but  unmailed  and 
containing  several  dollars.  It  read, 
"Our  mite  toward  your  great  work  for 
the  blind." 


ONCE  OUR  OWN  WHO'S  WHO 


Five  years  ago  the  Braille  Institute 
of  America,  Inc.,  was  fortunate  enough 
to  secure  the  services  of  Mr.  Alan  T. 
Hunt  as  production  superintendent. 

At  that  time  Mr.  Hunt  was  inexperi- 
enced in  work  for 
the  blind,  but  his  edu- 
cational background, 
rounded  out  at  the 
Annapolis  Naval 
Academy,  pre-emi- 
nently qualified  him 
for  the  technical  du- 
ties connected  with 
the  production  of  lit- 
erature for  the  blind, 
published  in  Braille 
and  Moon  types,  and 
on  sound  reproduc- 
tion records,  styled 
Talking  Books. 

In  due  time,  Mr. 
Hunt  was  advanced 
to  the  position  of 
director  of  public  re- 
lations and  of  our  bureau  of  social  wel- 
fare.     In  this  capacity,   he  was   occa- 


ALAN  T.  HUNT 


conventions  having  to  do  with  the  so- 
cial welfare  of  the  blind.  There  his 
ability  was  readily  recognized  by  ex- 
perienced workers  and  executives  to 
the  extent  that  in  May  1936  he  was 
offered  a  position 
with  the  Matilda 
Ziegler  Publishing 
Company  for  the 
Blind.  At  their  ex- 
pense, he  made  the 
trip  by  air  to  New 
York  to  interview  its 
Board  of  Trustees 
with  a  view  to  his 
employment  as  suc- 
cessor to  Mr.  Walter 
G.  Holmes  who,  after 
thirty  years  of  loyal, 
faithful  service  to  the 
blind,  wished  to  re- 
tire. At  that  time, 
Mr.  Hunt  declined 
the  offer  made  him 
feeling  that  his  duties 
called  him  back  to  the  Braille  Insti- 
tute.   So  it  was  thought  by  him  and  by 


sionally   called   East   to   represent   the     the  Institute  that  the  matter  was  closed. 
Braille    Institute    in    conferences    and  (Continued  on  Page  12) 
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Division  for  the  Blind,  Vocational 
Rehabilitation  Service.  This  Division 
has  been  created  in  the  Office  of  Educa- 
tion, Department  of  Interior,  to  admin- 
ister   the    Randolph- Sheppard    Act    of 

1936,  providing  stand  concessions  for 
the  blind  in  Federal  buildings,  and  other 
placement  and  vocational  advantages. 
Mr.  J.  F.  Clunk  who  has  been  singularly 
successful  in  this  work  with  the  Cana- 
dian National  Institute  for  the  Blind 
throughout  the  Dominion  has  been  ap- 
pointed as  agent  in  charge.  The  Civil 
Service  Commission  announces  an  exam- 
ination for  assistant  clerk- stenographer 
— for  the  blind — experienced  in  the  use 
of  Braille  and  Braille  machines,  for  a 
position  in  this  division.  Applications 
must  be  on  file  with  the  United  States 
Civil  Service  Commission  at  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  not  later  than  August   12, 

1937,  if  received  from  Arizona,  Cali- 
fornia, Colorado,  Idaho,  Montana, 
Nevada,  New  Mexico,  Oregon,  Utah, 
Washington  and  Wyoming.  Applica- 
tions from  other  states  must  be  on  file 
not  later  than  August  9,  1937. 

Ohio  School  for  the  Blind.  Founded 
by  the  Ohio  legislature  in  1837,  the  na- 
tion's first  state  school  for  the  blind  was 
opened  on  State  Street,  Columbus,  one 
hundred  years  ago  last  May.  The  first 
building  was  completed  in  1839.  Over- 
crowded conditions  made  it  necessary  to 
expand,  and  in  1873  the  main  structure 
was  finished.  This  building  with  two 
new  dormitories  and  many  improve- 
ments is  still  in  use.  The  modern  fire- 
proof dormitories,  built  at  a  cost  of 
$175,000,  were  completed  two  years 
ago.  At  the  school's  centennial  and 
commencement  program  many  friends 
and  alumni  were  welcomed  by  W.  G. 
Scarberry,  superintendent,  and  his  staff. 
Recorded  messages  of  greeting  were 
heard    from    two    former    superinten- 


dents, Charles  F.  F.  Campbell  and  J. 
Frank  Lumb,  both  of  whom  have  died 
since  they  served  the  school. 

Missouri  Commission  for  the  Blind. 
Under  the  supervision  of  O.  E.  Jones  of 
Jefferson  City,  a  member  of  the  com- 
mission and  himself  blind,  members  of 
the  University  of  Missouri  Y.  W.  C.  A., 
at  Columbia,  have  enlisted  their  services 
to  launch  a  system  of  home  instruction 
for  the  blind.  The  primary  purpose  of 
the  movement  is  to  provide  constant  in- 
struction in  the  Braille  and  Moon  sys- 
tems of  touch-reading,  and  to  promote 
cooperation  and  assistance  in  the  imme- 
diate families  of  blind  persons. 

Badger  State  Advancement  Associa- 
tion of  the  Blind.  "The  Badger  State 
Advancement  Association  of  the  Blind 
requests  every  reader  to  use  his  or  her 
utmost  influence  to  insure  the  passage 
of  Bill  H.  R.  5538,  granting  a  federal 
pension  to  the  blind.  If  the  pension  were 
federal,  it  would  eliminate  the  difficul- 
ties of  state  and  county  administration 
and  settle  once  and  for  all  the  trouble- 
some question  of  residence,  insure  a  de- 
cent living  to  every  blind  person  and, 
with  its  liberal  income  allowance,  lend 
zest  to  those  with  initiative  and  ability 
to  do  everything  they  can  for  them- 
selves. Not  only  write  to  your  congress- 
men and  United  States  senators,  but 
solicit  the  cooperation  from  all  friendly 
organizations,  such  as  the  Knights  of 
Columbus,  the  Lions  Club,  the  Eagles, 
the  Elks,  etc." 

Topeka  Provident  Association.  This 
Association  has  recently  organized  a  de- 
partment to  work  with  the  blind  in  the 
vicinity  of  Topeka,  Kansas.  They  plan 
to  establish  a  -workshop  and  encourage 
home  industries,  giving  due  emphasis  to 
the  social  importance  of  the  life  of  the 
blind  by  encouraging  their  participa- 
(Continued  on  Page  16) 
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Los  Angeles  in  1  939 

To  the  strains  of  "California  Here  I 
Come,"  the  Seventeenth  Biennial  Con- 
vention of  the  American  Association  of 
Workers  for  the  Blind  concluded  its 
Toronto  assembly  to  meet  again  in  Los 
Angeles  in  June  1939.  With  several 
other  cities  bidding  for  the  convention, 
Los  Angeles  was  unanimously  chosen 
—  the  first  time  in  24  years  that  the 
convention  has  been  held  west  of  the 
Mississippi  River.  San  Francisco  was 
the  meeting  place  in  1915,  during  the 
Pan-American  Exposition. 

The  Toronto  convention,  arranged 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  L.  L.  Watts, 
of  Richmond,  Va.  retiring  president, 
and  Capt.  E.  A.  Baker,  managing  direc- 
tor of  the  Canadian  National  Institute 
for  the  Blind,  was  the  first  one  to  be 
held  under  the  new  by-laws  adopted  at 
Louisville  in  1935.  About  500  dele- 
gates and  guests  were  present,  the 
largest  attendance  in  the  history  of  the 
Association. 

J.  Robert  Atkinson,  managing  direc- 
tor and  vice-president  of  the  Braille  In- 
stitute of  America,  Inc.,  was  elected  a 
director  of  the  Association  to  represent 
Group  5,  Educational  Division,  com- 
posed of  administrative  heads  of  pub- 
lishing houses  and  others  engaged  in 
publishing  for  the  blind  by  any  proc- 
ess. 

Other  directors  elected  were:  Ben- 
jamin Berinstein,   Counsellor  at   Law, 


New  York;  Joseph  F.  Clunk,  Division 
for  the  Blind,  Vocational  Rehabilita- 
tion Service,  Washington,  D.  C. ;  Mrs. 
M.  Genevieve  Coville,  Virginia  School 
for  the  Blind,  Staunton,  Va. ;  Miss 
Kate  Foley,  State  Home  Teacher  for 
the  Blind,  San  Francisco,  Calif. ;  Robert 
Lambert,  Indiana  School  for  the  Blind, 
Indianapolis,  Ind. ;  Miss  Ruth  McCoy, 
State  Commission  for  the  Blind,  New 
York;  Dr.  Claire  E.  Owens,  Exeter, 
Nebr. ;  Peter  J.  Salmon,  Industrial 
Home  for  the  Blind,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ; 
S.  C.  Swift,  Canadian  National  Insti- 
tute for  the  Blind,  Toronto,  Ontario; 
and  L.  L.  Watts,  Virginia  Commission 
for  the  Blind,  Richmond,  Va. 

Under  the  new  by-laws  the  directors 
constitute  a  nominating  committee  and 
the  following  officers  were  elected  to 
serve  for  the  next  biennium:  A.  C. 
Ellis,  superintendent,  American  Print- 
ing House  for  the  Blind,  Louisville, 
president;  Capt.  E.  A.  Baker,  manag- 
ing director,  Canadian  National  Insti- 
tute for  the  Blind,  Toronto,  first  vice- 
president;  C.  L.  Broun,  placement  di- 
rector, New  York  Division  for  the 
Blind,  New  York,  second  vice-presi- 
dent; Francis  B.  Ierardi,  manager,  Na- 
tional Braille  Press,  Boston,  treasurer; 
and  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Ryder,  executive 
secretary,  Missouri  Commission  for  the 
Blind,  St.  Louis,  secretary-general. 
These  officers  together  with  the  eleven 
directors  representing  the  various 
groups  in  the  Vocational  and  Educa- 
tional Divisions  constitute  the  Board 
of  Directors. 

Round  table  meetings  included  dis- 
cussions on  the  following  subjects: 
Policies  and  Practices  of  the  Federal 
Security  Board  in  Administering  Aid 
to  the  Blind ;  What  Shall  We  Do  with 
Our  College  Trained  Blind?;  What 
Attitude  Should  Be  Taken  Toward 
Strikes  in  Sheltered  Workshops?;  Ef- 
fects of  Social  Security  on  Training 
and  Employing  the  Blind;  Summer 
Camps  for  the  Blind;  The  Influence  of 
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the  Talking  Book  on  Library  Work  for 
the  Blind;  The  Place  and  Influence  of 
Hand-Copied  Books  in  Library  Work; 
The  Influence  of  the  Home  Teacher  in 
Our  Library  Activities;  Social  Service 
and  Home  Teaching;  Spirituality  and 
Religion  as  a  Motivating  Force  in 
Braille  Reading;  and  three  illuminat- 
ing papers  on  public  relations  were 
presented,  reflecting  the  English,  Ca- 
nadian and  American  views. 

The  entire  proceedings  will  be 
printed  in  booklet  form  and  distributed 
to  the  members  of  the  Association. 

Red  Cross  Work 

During  1936  Braillists  of  the  Los 
Angeles  Chapter,  American  Red  Cross, 
produced  62,175  pages  of  material,  rep- 
resenting more  than  30,000  hours  of  ac- 
tive effort  in  addition  to  the  time  re- 
quired for  mastery  of  the  writing  of 
Braille,  according  to  the  Chapter's  an- 
nual report,  just  received. 

The  Wilshire  Boulevard  Sisterhood 
assisted  the  Chapter  by  supplying 
transcribers;  and  the  Los  Angeles 
Junior  League  cooperated  in  securing 
many  of  the  volunteer  Braillists. 

Red  Cross  Braillists  are  filling  a  real 
need  in  this  field.  They  respond  to  the 
personal  requests  of  the  blind  for 
Braille  copies  of  works  on  poetry,  lec- 
tures on  scientific  and  technical  sub- 
jects and  many  types  of  literature  not 
otherwise  available  and  which  it  is  not 
altogether  practical  for  the  presses  to 
supply. 

<?■ 

To  the  Southern  Pacific 

Several  years  ago  as  a  result  of  an 
appeal  from  organized  agencies  for  the 
blind  throughout  the  nation,  Congress 
passed  legislation  whereby  railroads 
might  carry  a  blind  person  and  guide 
on  one  fare.  Although  the  legislation 
was  permissive  and  in  no  wise  manda- 
tory, yet  the  carrier  systems  of  the  na- 
tion have  responded  very  generously  to 
the  plan.     Of  these,  the  Southern  Pa- 


cific Company  is,  in  our  opinion,  de- 
serving of  especial  mention.  In  every 
instance  its  officials  have  been  most  co- 
operative, sparing  no  time  or  trouble  in 
providing  every  possible  comfort  for 
blind  passengers  and  guides  under  the 
one-way  fare  as  the  following  incident 
or  two  shows  clearly. 

Two  years  ago,  a  blind  attorney  of 
New  York,  traveling  with  his  wife  as 
a  guide,  applied  to  the  Braille  Institute 
to  assist  him  in  procuring  the  one-way 
fare  for  his  return  home.  For  various 
reasons  he  wished  to  be  routed  over 
the  Southern  Pacific.  His  transporta- 
tion was  obtained  with  the  least  diffi- 
culty and  apparently  with  no  undue 
concern  on  the  part  of  the  ticket  agent ; 
but  to  the  surprise,  as  well  as  satisfac- 
tion of  the  blind  attorney,  when  board- 
ing the  train,  all  the  trainmen,  even  to 
the  porter,  called  him  by  name  and  saw 
to  it  that  he  received  every  courtesy. 
More,  when  stopping  off  in  San  Fran- 
cisco he  was  met  on  the  station  plat- 
form by  a  Southern  Pacific  representa- 
tive who  inquired  after  his  welfare  and 
offered  to  assist  him  in  getting  trans- 
portation through  the  city  to  meet  his 
engagements  at  the  least  possible  effort 
and  expense ;  such  courtesies  continued 
all  the  way  through  to  Chicago. 

Similarly,  on  June  19,  the  managing 
director  of  the  Braille  Institute  of 
America,  Inc.,  accompanied  by  his  wife 
as  guide,  procured  the  special  fare  from 
the  Southern  Pacific  to  attend  the  17th 
biennial  convention  of  the  American 
Association  of  Workers  for  the  Blind 
convening  in  Toronto,  Canada.  Board- 
ing the  train  in  Los  Angeles  he,  too, 
was  addressed  by  name  by  all  train  em- 
ployees; and  every  possible  courtesy 
was  shown.  In  Kansas  City,  during  a 
forty-five  minute  stopover,  he  was  ad- 
dressed by  name  on  the  platform  by  a 
gentleman  who  explained  that  he  was 
a  representative  of  the  Rock  Island 
Railroad  delegated  to  ascertain  if  there 
was  anything  he  could  do  to  make  the 


12 


LIGHT 


journey  more  pleasant  and  comfortable. 
Likewise,  in  Chicago,  when  leaving 
the  train  to  transfer  to  the  Grand 
Trunk  for  Toronto,  a  representative 
from  that  road  met  him,  took  charge  of 
his  baggage  and  went  right  with  him 
to  the  Grand  Trunk  Station  and  even 
into  the  Pullman  to  see  that  he  was 
taken  care  of. 

Here  in  Los  Angeles  officials  of  the 
Street  Railway  system  have  instructed 
their  platform  men  to  show  every  cour- 
tesy to  blind  passengers  en  route  to  the 
Braille  Institute  on  the  Vermont  Ave- 
nue line.  It  is  not  unusual  for  passing 
motorists  to  see  the  street  car  or  bus 
halted  midway  between  Melrose  and 
Monroe,  the  conductor  assisting  the 
sightless  fare  across  the  street  to  be 
met  by  a  member  of  the  Institute's 
staff. 

Surely  the  blind  of  the  nation  and 
their  workers  and  the  public  generally 
have  cause  to  be  grateful  to  these  great 
carrier  systems  which  recognize  the 
handicap  of  blindness  in  this  way,  thus 
making  it  easy  for  the  blind  to  travel 
without  double  expense  and  maximum 
safety. 

<■ 

Benefits 

The  activities  of  the  Braille  Institute 
benefited  by  two  affairs  sponsored  by 
local  clubs  during  recent  months. 

The  proceeds  from  the  Bel-Air  Gar- 
den Club's  four  garden  tours  were 
shared  equally  by  the  Braille  activities, 
the  All-Nations  Foundation,  Assistance 
League  Day  Nursery  and  the  Y.  W. 
C.  A.  at  U.  C.  L.  A.;  and  the  annual 
summer  garden  party  of  the  Breakfast 
Bridge  Club  also  benefited  the  Insti- 
tute's funds  substantially. 

The  trustees,  members  and  benefi- 
ciaries of  the  Braille  Institute  are 
grateful  to  these  ladies  for  their  efforts 
in  behalf  of  the  work  which  is  always 
in  need  of  funds  to  take  care  of  the 
constantly  growing  demands. 


ONCE  OUR  OWN  WHO'S  WHO 
(Continued  from  Page  8) 

However,  in  March  of  this  year,  the 
offer  was  reopened.  This  time  Mr. 
Hunt  accepted,  his  resignation  becom- 
ing effective  May  15. 

Reluctantly  our  Board  of  Trustees 
accepted  the  resignation  and  while  still 
consoling  themselves  over  the  loss  of 
Mr.  Hunt's  association  they  congratu- 
late the  Ziegler  Publishing  Company 
over  their  gain;  and  it  goes  without 
saying  that  Mr.  Hunt  left  us  with  our 
blessings. 


R. 

Greenspoon, 

Optometrist 

O.  D. 

9439   WILSHIRE   BLVD. 

Beverly  Hills 

WO.   61441 

Eyes  examined  and  exercised 

Glasses    prescribed   and 

designed 

Aids  for  the  near-blind 

DIRECTORY 

Business  and  Professional  Blind 


CLUB  AND  AFTER-DINNER 
SPEAKING 

THOMAS   S.   BUTLER,    1653   Shatto   St.,   Los  An- 
geles,  Phone  Exposition  8359. 


INSURANCE 

KENNETH  E.  MARSHALL,  Fire,  Automobile, 
Liability,  Plate  Glass,  Jewelry  and  Fur  Floaters  In- 
surance, 35754  North  Beverly  Dr.,  Beverly  Hills, 
Phone  WOodbury  61444. 


PHYSIO-THERAPY  AND  MASSAGE 

VICTOR  EGBERT,  1004  W.  53rd  St.,  Los  An- 
geles. For  appointment  call  PLeasant  8172  or  TWin 
Oaks   1412. 


VIOLIN  MAKER 

CHARLES   H.    BAKER,   Res.:    630   South   "E"   St. 
(rear),  Tulare,  Calif.,  P.  O.  Address  Tulare,  Box  872. 


PIANO  TUNER 

WILLIAM  L.   CURRIE,  4025  South  Brighton  Ave., 
Los  Angeles,  Phone  UNiversity  1115. 
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OUR  OWN  WHO'S  WHO 

About  four  years  ago,  there  came 
into  our  employ,  Mr.  Richard  F.  Bun- 
nell, as  printer  and  pressman.  For  some 
time  he  served  in  that  capacity  until  it 
became  obvious  to  our  production  su- 
perintendent, Mr.  Alan  T.  Hunt,  that 
Mr.  Bunnell  was  qualified  for  a  higher 
position. 

That  explains  why  he  was  soon  ad- 
vanced to  the  office  of  shipping  clerk, 
then  later  to  stockkeeper,  combined 
with  his  shipping  duties.  Still  later, 
when  much  of  Mr.  Hunt's  time  was  re- 
quired in  directing  our  bureaus  of  so- 
cial welfare,  business  placement  and 
guidance    and   public    relations    work, 


RICHARD  F.  BUNNELL 

Mr.  Bunnell  was  advanced  to  assistant 
superintendent  of  production.  In  all 
of  these  jobs  he  discharged  his  duties 
so  efficiently  it  was  only  natural  when 
resigning  that  Mr.  Hunt  should  recom- 
mend him  as  his  successor  in  the  office 
of  production  superintendent.  On  this 
account,  work  in  the  production  de- 
partment has  gone  on  without  inter- 
ruption due  to  the  change  in  personnel 
occasioned  by  Mr.  Hunt's  resignation. 


BOOK  OF  BOOKS 

You  are  invited  to  assist  the 
Braille  Bible  Society,  Inc.,  in  sup- 
plying the  Scriptures  in  Braille 
free  to  the  blind,  or  at  prices  they 
are  able  to  pay  below  the  produc- 
tion cost. 

To  the  blind,  the  Bible  is  indeed 
the  Book  of  books.  In  its  pages 
they  find  comfort  and  spiritual 
light,  dissipating  the  darkness  of 
their  daily  lives. 

Braille  Bible  Society,  Inc.,  is  a 
non-profit  corporation,  incorpo- 
rated in  California  in  1927,  but 
the  work  was  started  in  1920  as 
the  Revised  Braille  Bible  Fund. 

The  Society  completed  the  first 
edition  of  the  King  James  Version 
in  Braille  in  1924.  With  the  per- 
fecting of  interpoint  Braille 
(printed  on  both  sides  of  the 
paper)  the  first  work  of  the  cor- 
poration was  the  task  of  putting 
the  King  James  Version  into 
Braille  in  this  code,  in  which  form 
it  is  now  printed,  comprising  21 
volumes.  11x11  inches  each,  and 
weighing  72  lbs. 

The  cost  of  distributing  the 
Bible  in  Braille  in  1936  was  $8.06 
per  volume,  or  $169.26  for  the 
complete  Bible. 

While  the  Society  makes  a  spe- 
cial price  of  $1  a  volume  to  the 
blind,  there  are  very  few  who  are 
able  to  pay  even  this,  so  free 
grants  are  made  to  the  extent 
funds  permit.  Revenue  from  sales 
during  the  year  averaged  only  27c 
a  volume. 

Your  contribution  to  this  work 
will  be  gratefully  appreciated  and 
should  be  sent  to — 

BRAILLE  BIBLE  SOCIETY,  INC. 

739  North  Vermont  Avenue 
Los  Angeles,  California 
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Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc. 

BOARD    OF   TRUSTEES 

Robert   A.    Odell,    President 

J.    Robert    Atkinson,    Vice-President    and    Manager 

W.   H.   Kindig,  Secretary 

Arthur   L.    Sonderegger,    Treasurer 


P.   A.   Be-Hannesey 
Hon.   Frank   C.    Collier 


Cecil  L.  Whitehead 
Dr.   R.   W.   Whomes 


THE  Braille  Institute  of  America, 
Inc.,  was  chartered  under  the  laws 
of  the  State  of  California  on  the 
100th  anniversary  of  the  Braille  sys- 
tem of  printing  for  the  blind,  as  a 
memorial  to  Louis  Braille,  of  France, 
(1806-1852),  who  made  it  possible  for 
the  blind  to  write  as  well  as  read. 

This  explains  the  prominence  given 
to  the  word  Braille  in  the  Institute's 
name,  and  the  practical  omission  there- 
from of  any  word  which  has  a  direct 
bearing  on  welfare  work  for  the  blind. 

The  Institute  is  a  national  non-profit 
agency  devoted  to  the  social,  industrial 
and  literary  advancement  of  the  blind, 
with  headquarters  at  741  North  Ver- 
mont Avenue,  Los  Angeles,  California. 

It  was  established  to  acquire  the 
assets  and  activities  of  the  Universal 
Braille  Press,  founded  in  1919  by  J. 
Robert  Atkinson,  with  the  assistance 
of  philanthropic  friends. 

Governed  by  a  board  of  trustees 
elected  annually  by  the  members,  and 
established  to  receive  and  expend  gifts 
and  endowments  for  the  welfare  of  the 
blind,  it  ranks  among  the  nation's  lead- 
ing institutions  in  the  field  of  philan- 
thropy, thereby  affording  an  outlet  for 
the  benevolence  of  all  who  wish  to  help 
those  handicapped  by  physical  blind- 
ness. 

The  nation's  blind  population  is  esti- 
mated at  120,000,  of  whom  90  per  cent 
lost  their  sight  after  reaching  maturity. 
To  the  latter,  the  doors  of  tax-sup- 
ported schools  for  the  education  of  the 
youthful  blind  are  closed. 


Blind  adults  everywhere  are  appeal- 
ing to  the  Braille  Institute  for  help  and 
counsel.  They  recognize  in  the  Insti- 
tute, founded  by  a  blind  man,  a  bond  of 
sympathy  and  leadership  on  which  to 
anchor  hope. 

The  Braille  Institute  of  America's 
activities  include: 

1)  A  bureau  of  business  placement 
and  guidance  to  enlarge  the  economic 
opportunities  of  the  employable  blind 
by  assisting  them  in  their  endeavor 
towards  self-support: 

2)  A  bureau  of  social  welfare  to  as- 
sist financially  the  unemployable  blind 
and  to  improve  their  social  conditions 
generally ; 

3)  A  home  teaching  department  for 
free  instruction  in  reading  and  writing 
raised  print,  typewriting  and  lessons  in 
self-reliance ; 

4)  A  free  lending  library  for  the 
blind — one  of  the  28  regional  libraries 
which  distributes  literature  published 
by  the  United  States  government  and 
supplied  through  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress ; 

5)  Sponsorship  of  books  and  maga- 
zines printed  in  Braille  and  Moon 
types  on  a  non-profit  basis,  and  free  to 
the  blind  unable  to  pay. 

The  Institute  is  now  publishing  two 
monthly  magazines  as  follows:  "The 
Braille  Mirror"  established  in  July 
1926,  combined  with  "March  of 
Events"  in  June  1937,  containing  a 
panorama  of  world  affairs,  printed  in 
Braille;  and  "New  Moon,"  printed  in 
Moon  type,  containing  a  digest  of  cur- 
rent events. 

The  Institute's  activities  are  sus- 
tained through  voluntary  contributions, 
endowments,  and  the  sale  of  member- 
ships, as  follows :  Participating  mem- 
ber, $3  per  annum;  Patron  member,  $5 
per  annum;  Supporting  member,  $10 
per  annum;  Contributing  member,  $25 
per  annum;  Associate  member,  $50  per 
annum;  Sustaining  member,  $100  per 
annum;  Life  member,  $1,000. 
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FORM  OF  BEQUEST 
I  give,  devise  and  bequeath  to  the  Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc.,  of  Los 
Angeles,  California 

(Insert  description  of  money  or  property  given) 

for  the  general  uses  and  purposes  of  the  corporation. 


FORM  OF  CODICIL  TO  WILL 

When  a  will  has  been  made  and  it  is  afterwards  desired  to  make  a  gift  or 
bequest  to  the  Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc.,  it  will  be  sufficient  if  the  form 
below  is  filled  in,  and  signed  by  the  testator  in  the  presence  of  two  witnesses, 
who  also,  at  the  request  of  the  testator,  sign  as  witnesses  in  the  presence  of  the 
testator  and  in  the  presence  of  each  other.  This  codicil  should  then  be  carefully 
attached  to  the  existing  will. 

CODICIL 

THIS  IS  A  CODICIL  to  the  last  Will  and  Testament  of 


,  dated 

(Name  in  Full)  (Date  of  Will) 

I  give,  devise  and  bequeath  to  the  Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc.,  of 
Los  Angeles,  California,  for  the  general  purposes  of  the  corporation,  the  sum  of 

(or  a  description  of 

any  property,  real  or  personal.) 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  this day  of 

19 


(Signature  of  Testator) 
Signed  by  the  testatr;x  as  and  for  a  Codicil  to  hesr  last  Will  dated. 


.in  the  presence  of  us,  both  present  at  the  same 


(Date  of  Will) 

time,  who  at    ner   request  and  in    ner      presence,  and  in  the  presence  of  each 
other,  have  hereunto  set  our  names  as  witnesses. 

residing  at 

residing  at 
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INFORMATION  FROM  THE  FIELD 
(Continued  from  Page  9) 

tion  in  the  activities  of  sighted  persons 
in  the  community.  Mr.  John  Skinner  is 
supervisor  of  the  departftient  for  the 
blind,  -which  will  also  act  as  a  correlat- 
ing agency  for  the  -work  which  is  done 
by  other  social  welfare  and  relief  offices 
in  Topeka. 

New  York  Association  for  the  Blind. 
"Dancing  is  an  ideal  outlet  for  blind 
girls  and  women,"  according  to  Miss 
Alma  Guy,  the  partially  sighted  recrea- 
tional director  of  the  New  York  Asso- 
ciation for  the  Blind.  Classes  in  inter- 
pretative dancing  have  been  arranged 
under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Mary 
Thorpe,  a  volunteer  teacher.  Miss 
Guy,  who  was  a  dancing  teacher  and 
gym  instructor  before  her  eyes  began  to 
fail,  believes  that  dancing  develops  a 
sense  of  freedom  for  the  blind  and  helps 
them  to  overcome  a  jerkiness  of  move- 
ment that  is  a  tendency  among  blind 
•  persons. 


ARTICLES  FOR  THE  BLIND 

on  sale   at   Braille    Institute   of 

America,   Inc. 

Braille  slate  and  stylus $1.10 

Hill  desk  board  (for  longhand  writing)  1.50 
Hill  writing  guide 

(for  longhand  writing) 50 

Grooved  writing  card 

(for  longhand  writing) 15 

Braille  slate  paper,  per  lb 20 

Braille  writer  paper,  per  lb 20 

Paper  for  use  in  Hill  desk  boards, 
per  100  sheets 40 

Coin  holder 60 

Playing  cards,  brailled 55 

Typewriter  keyboard  chart  (in  braille)       .05 

Christmas  cards,  (in  braille) 15 

The  following  articles  can  be  secured 
on  order: 

Braille   dominoes 1.76 

Braille  dominoes,  interlocking 75 

Checkerboard  and  men 75 

Checkerboard,  folding,  and  men  .  .  .  5.00 
Desk  braille  slate  with  board  and  stylus  2.00 
Watches $8.50-$23.75 


UNITED 

PRINTING 
COMPANY 

Printers 


Books,  Magazines,  Tariffs 
Fine  Color  Printing 

430  Boyd  Street 
Michigan  1873  Los  Angeles 


Harry  W.  Brintnall  Co. 


Printing  and  Bookbinding 
Machinery  and  Supplies 


418  Boyd  St. 


TUcker  2291 


OUR  MAGAZINES 


THE  BRAILLE  MIRROR  —  a  monthly  magazine- 
established  July  1926  —  combined  with  MARCH 
OF  EVENTS,  June  1937.  Publishing  cost  1936, 
$7.08. 

Contains  a  panorama  of  world  news,  the 
latest  political  events,  humor,  an  open 
forum  section,  news  notes  and  an  occa- 
sional short  story. 

NEW  MOON  —  a  monthly  magazine  in  Moon  type — 
the  first  of  its  kind  to  be  printed  in  America. 
Especially  designed  for  the  use  of  the  elderly  and 
infirm  blind.    Publishing  cost  1936,  $14.88. 

Contains  current  matter  of  world-wide  in- 
terest, articles  on  politics  and  economics, 
humor,  news  notes  and  an  occasional 
short  story. 


LIGHT  readers  are  invited  to  underwrite  yearly  sub- 
scriptions for  these  magazines  to  be  sent  free  to 
blind  readers  who  cannot  pay  any  portion  of  the 
production  cost. 
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THE  CENTENARY  OF  LAURA  BRIDGMAN 

By  JAMES  H.  COLLINS 


ONE  HUNDRED  years  ago,  on  Oc- 
tober 8,  1837,  a  little  girl  was 
brought  to  a  Boston  mansion  to  be 
the  subject  of  an  experiment  that  was 
successful  beyond  all  expectation,  and 
which  was  soon  famous  throughout  the 
world. 

She  was  Laura  Dewey  Bridgman, 
and  not  yet  quite  eight  years  old,  and 
she  was  sightless,  deaf,  without  sense 
of  odor,  and  very  imperfect  sense  of 
taste — the  results  of  a  violent  fever 
when  she  was  two  years  old. 

Otherwise,  however,  she  was  an  ac- 
tive child,  and  an  intelligent  one,  and 
the  experimenter,  Dr.  Samuel  Gridley 
Howe,  husband  of  Julia  Ward  Howe, 
who  wrote  the  "Battle  Hymn  of  the 
Republic,"  was  determined  to  answer 
a  question  that  was  then  much  de- 
bated : 

Could  a  blind  mute  be  taught  to 
use  an  arbitrary  language? 

Up  to  that  time,  no  such  person  had 
been  liberated  from  mental  isolation 
by  being  taught  to  speak,  to  under- 
stand speech,  or  to  read  and  write. 

The  first  thing  to  do  was  develop  a 
method,  and  Dr.  Howe  had  to  make  a 
choice  between  two  methods. 

Little  Laura  had  herself  begun  to 
make  a  language  for  herself,  using  sig- 
nals for  her  wants,  and  that  might  be 
extended. 

But  it  would  be  of  no  use  to  her  in 
communicating  with  strangers,  nor  in 
acquiring  knowledge  outside  a  narrow 
circle. 


So,  it  was  decided  that  she  should  be 
taught,  first  of  all,  the  alphabet, 
twenty-six  signs  with  which,  once  the 
idea  was  grasped  by  her  mind,  she 
could  express  herself  and  understand 
others. 

*     ♦     =h 

The  first  experiments  were  made  by 
pasting  on  common  articles,  like  a 
key,  a  spoon  and  so  on,  little  labels 
with  raised  letters  that  gave  the  name. 

Laura's  sense  of  touch  was  very 
keen,  and  she  soon  discovered  that  the 
letters  for  "key"  differed  from  those 
for  "spoon"  and  "knife." 

Then,  detached  labels  were  given 
her,  and  she  soon  learned  to  put  the 
right  words  with  the  right  articles,  and 
before  long  she  was  spelling  these 
words  with  separate  raised  letters,  put 
together  by  herself. 

One  day,  there  came  a  wonderful 
transformation,   a  "supreme  moment." 

"The  poor  child  had  sat  in  mute 
amazement,"  wrote  Dr.  Howe,  "and 
patiently  imitated  everything  her 
teacher  did;  but  now  the  truth  began 
to  flash  upon  her,  her  intellect  began 
to  work,  she  perceived  that  here  was  a 
way  by  which  she  could  herself  make 
up  a  sign  of  anything  that  was  in  her 
own  mind,  and  show  it  to  another 
mind,  and  at  once  her  countenance 
lighted  up  with  a  human  expression; 
it  was  no  longer  a  dog  or  parrot — it 
was  an  immortal  spirit,  eagerly  seizing 
upon  a  new  link  of  union  with  other 
spirits ! 
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"I  could  almost  fix  upon  the  moment 
when  this  truth  dawned  upon  her 
mind,  and  spread  its  light  to  her  coun- 
tenance; I  saw  that  the  great  obstacle 
was  overcome,  and  that  henceforward 
nothing  but  patient  and  persevering, 
plain  and  straightforward  efforts  were 
to  be  used." 

Thus,   by   one   of  the  most  famous 
educational  experiments  in  all  history, 
as  it  was  pronounced  at  the  time,  the 
question    about    the 
teachability  of  blind- 
mute     children    was 
settled,    and    Laura 
Bridgman  advanced 
boldly  into  the  world 
that  had  been  opened 
up  to  her. 


A  life  of  fifty-two 
years  lay  ahead,  for 
born  in  1829,  at  Han- 
over, New  Hamp- 
shire, she  lived  to  be 
a  woman  of  sixty, 
dying  in  1889,  in 
Boston. 

During  that  life,  she  was  active  as  a 
teacher  of  others  afflicted  like  herself, 
beginning  with  Oliver  Caswell,  an 
eleven-year-old  blind-mute  boy,  who 
was  brought  to  the  institution  when 
Laura  was  not  yet  twelve.  Through 
his  experience  with  Laura,  Dr.  Howe 
was  able  to  shorten  his  system  of 
teaching  for  teaching  Oliver  Caswell, 
and  Laura,  taking  a  deep  interest  in 
this  boy,  spent  many  hours  in  instruct- 
ing him. 

When    Laura    was    twelve,    Charles 


Dickens  came  to  Boston,  on  his  first 
American  tour,  and  visited  the  Perkins 
Institution,  which  had  grown  up  in  the 
Perkins  mansion  where  Laura  was  first 
taken. 

He  had  eyes  and  ears  for  nobody  but 
Laura  Bridgman,  and  in  his  "American 
Notes"  there  is  the  story  of  Laura 
Bridgman  told  as  only  "Boz"  could  tell 
it. 

The  usefulness  of  Laura  Bridgman's 
life  was  direct,  in 
the  teaching  of  oth- 
ers handicapped  like 
herself,  and  indirect- 
ly through  the  inter- 
est aroused  by  her 
achievements  and 
personality. 

For  nearly  a  half- 
century   she  was   as 
widely  known  as  is 
Helen   Keller  today, 
and  on  behalf  of  the 
blind  as  well  as  the 
blind-mute,    she    ex- 
erted the  influence  of 
publicity,  which  has 
been  so  necessary  to 
the  whole  movement 
for  the  betterment  of  the  blind.    That 
betterment  has  been  based  upon  public 
understanding. 

Helen  Keller  was  nine  years  old 
when  Laura  Bridgman  passed  away, 
and  entered  Perkins  Institution  a  few 
months  after,  in  1889. 

And  Helen  Keller's  very  first  lesson 
was  the  word  "d-o-1-1,"  spelled  into  her 
hand,  with  a  doll  to  help  convey  the 
idea. 

That  doll  was  one  that  had  been 
dressed  by  Laura  Bridgman. 
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RADIOS  AND  RADIO  SERVICE 


THE  distribution  of  radios  to  the 
blind  free,  or  at  special  discount 
prices,  is  one  of  the  most  important 
services  being  rendered  by  our  social 
welfare  bureau,  yet  it  is  one  not  often 
emphasized. 

No  invention, 
since  the  perfection 
of  Braille  printing, 
has  brought  more  to 
the  blind  in  their 
dark  world  than  the 
radio.  It  brings  to 
them  vivid  scenes, 
color,  action  and 
events  common  to 
the  sighted  world — 
so  near  to  them  yet 
not  apparent  but  for 
the  radio. 

Our  radio  division  is  maintained  for 
the  purpose  of  furnishing  radios  to  the 
blind  who  cannot  afford  to  purchase 
them,  even  at  discount  prices.  A  radio 
service  department  is  also  maintained. 
Hundreds  of  radios  have  been  supplied 
to  the  blind  free — many  at  special  dis- 
count prices  and  the  repair  service 
given  to  those  who  have  radios  but 
who  do  not  have  sufficient  funds  to 
keep  them  in  working  condition. 

For  the  radios  furnished  free,  we  are 
indebted  to  our  members  and  contrib- 
uting friends  and  to  others  who  have 
turned  in  their  radios  for  the  purpose. 
For  the  special  discount  prices  we  are 
privileged  to  offer  the  blind  on  new 
radios,  we  are  indebted  to  Gilfillan 
Bros.,  Inc.  Of  this  concern,  Mr.  Jay  G. 
Gilfillan,  first  vice-president,  has  been 
very  cooperative. 

For  radio  repair  service,  we  are  in- 


Radios  for  the  blind 


debted  to  Mr.  Robert  Schaefer  of  the 
Fitzgerald  Service  Company  who  al- 
ways responds  promptly  to  calls  for 
service  and  often  motors  many  miles 
out  of  his  way  to  answer  emergency 
calls  without  charge  or  at  a  very  nomi- 
nal rate. 

In  this  service  we 
are  o  c  c  a  sio  nally 
asked  to  supply  ra- 
dios to  the  blind 
who,  because  of  lim- 
i  t  e  d  circumstances, 
must  live  where  no 
electric  service  is 
available.  This  pre- 
sents something  of  a 
problem  in  these 
days  of  modern  sci- 
ence when  most  of  us  enjoy  all  the 
comforts  of  life.  But  in  every  case  so 
far  the  problem  has  been  solved. 

Others  ask  for  radios  equipped  with 
earphones.  At  night  they  are  restless 
and  cannot  sleep  and  to  pass  away  the 
long,  lonely  hours  they  like  to  use  the 
radio  without  disturbing  others. 

No  requirement  or  need  is  neglected 
insofar  as  our  funds  make  possible. 
With  our  1937  budget  heavily  unbal- 
anced, we  are  doing  the  best  we  can  to 
meet  these  radio  requests.  For  the 
blind  there  is  no  beautiful  landscape, 
no  golden  sunset,  no  blue  skies,  not 
even  a  solitary  star  in  their  24-hour- 
night.  Yet  radio  and  Braille  can  make 
their  lives  endurable  if  all  upon  whom 
Providence  has  been  especially  kind 
will  do  their  part  by  sharing  with  them 
even  a  few  of  their  superfluous  luxuries. 

(Please  turn  to  next  page) 
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The  following  letter,  similar  to  oth- 
ers received,  indicates  what  this  free 
radio  service  means  to  the  blind: 

"On  behalf  of  my  wife  and  myself, 
we  wish  to  extend  to  the  Braille  In- 
stitute our  heartiest  thanks  for  the 
very  great  kindness  which  was 
shown  us.     We  certainly  do  appre- 


ciate it,  and  we  are  extremely  happy 
to  have  our  radio  back  again. 

"Radio  is  a  wonderful  thing,  and 
to  be  without  one  as  we  were  for  a 
couple  of  months  makes  us  appre- 
ciate it  that  much  more  in  having  it 
again.  A  radio  has  become  a  house- 
hold necessity  as  much  as  a  kitchen 
range." 


WHO'S  WHO  AND  WHERE 


IN  this  column  of  Light,  it  has  been 
the  custom  to  feature  "Our  Own 
Who's  Who"  but  in  this  issue  it 
seems  both  fair  and  fitting  that  we 
should  mention  someone  else's  "who's 
who"  in  the  field  of  work  for  the  blind. 

After  all,  there  is 
only  one  field  of 
work  for  the  blind. 
But  in  that  field 
there  are  many  per- 
sonalities worthy  of 
mention  in  this  sec- 
tion and  who  will  be 
mentioned  later  on. 
Limited  space,  how- 
ever, demands  that 
we  consider  them  one 
at  a  time. 

This  time  we  pre- 
sent Mr.  Franklin 
Dean  who  recently 
resigned  from  the 
American  Brother- 
hood for  the  Blind 
to  accept  a  posi- 
tion as  field  secre- 
tary with  the  Hadley  Correspondence 
School  for  the  Blind,  Winnetka,  Illinois. 

Blind  since  the  age  of  3,  Franklin 
Dean  received  his  education  at  the  Cal- 
ifornia School  for  the  Blind  at  Berke- 
ley, and  after  graduation  from  high 
school  entered  the  University  of  South- 


ern California  and  then  studied  for 
two  years  at  McClay  College  of  Theol- 
ogy. His  first  position  was  doing 
Americanization  work  for  the  Protes- 
tant Episcopal  Church,  Diocese  of  Los 
Angeles. 

For  three  years  he 
assisted  the  Vicar  of 
the  Church  of  the 
Good  Shepherd  and 
was  superintendent 
of  the  Sunday 
School.  He  later  spe- 
cialized  in  boys' 
work  at  the  Episco- 
pal settlement  on  the 
city's  east  side. 

Mr.  Dean  has  be- 
come known  as  an 
advocate  of  progres- 
sive measures  for  the 
welfare  of  the  blind. 
He  believes  the  blind 
can  be  taught  to  see 
through  the  mind's 
eye  and  that  a  large 
group  of  them  can 
be  developed  to  com- 
pete mentally,  although  not  physically, 
in  various  professions. 

We  know  his  many  friends  will  join 
us  in  wishing  him  success  in  his  new 
position  and  in  congratulating  the 
Hadley  Correspondence  School  for 
having  secured  his  services. 


A  TIMELY  ISSUE 


In  view  of  the  widespread  publicity 
that  is  being  given  to  so-called  "eye 
dogs"  for  the  blind,  we  feel,  as  an  in- 
stitution for  the  welfare  of  the  blind, 
that  the  public  is  entitled  to  informa- 
tion that  may  lead  to  a  sober  consider- 
ation of  the  subject.  Admittedly,  it  is 
one  which  carries  a  good  deal  of  senti- 
ment and  sympathy,  and  that  is  all 
the  more  reason  why  it  should  be 
sanely  treated  and  received.  Evidence 
supporting  this  view  is  apparent  in  the 
fact  that  there  are  now  four  dog  or- 
ganizations in  the  United  States,  three 
with  headquarters  in  Los  Angeles ;  and 
two  of  these  came  into  existence  within 
one  week. 

Some  of  the  newspaper  publicity  la- 
ments the  fact  that  relatively  few  of 
the  nation's  blind  have  been  supplied 
with  dogs.  The  fact  is,  only  a  com- 
paratively few  of  the  nation's  blind 
want  dogs  and  of  this  limited  number 
only  one  out  of  ten  can  be  properly 
trained  to  use  a  dog,  according  to  one 
of  the  organizations  supplying  them. 

The  cost  of  feeding  a  dog  properly  is 
estimated  at  about  20  cents  a  day. 
Considering  the  fact  that  the  great  ma- 
jority of  the  nation's  blind  are  unem- 
ployable, consequently  on  relief,  the 
furnishing  of  dogs  to  these  blind  is 
obviously  an  additional  drain  upon  phi- 
lanthropy and  the  taxpayers. 

We  are  told  that  it  costs  all  the  way 
from  $500  to  $1,100  to  breed,  train  and 
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eight   years   and   counting   off   a   year 


before  training  begins,  and  the  time 
spent  in  training  both  dog  and  user, 
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ual of  so  many  opportunities  for  serv- 
ice and  recreation  which  help  the 
sighted  to  endure  it.  May  this  not  be' 
what  Milton,  the  blind  poet,  meant 
(Continued  on  Page  16) 
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American  Red  Cross,  Washington,  D. 
C.  For  the  past  six  years  or  so,  mem- 
bers of  the  American  Junior  Red  Cross, 
as  one  part  of  a  very  broad  program  of 
service  and  world  goodwill,  have  been 
sending  brailled  short  stories  as  individ- 
ual gifts  to  blind  children  throughout 
the  United  States,  the  Philippine  Islands 
and  Puerto  Rico.  The  activity  is  made 
possible  through  the  cooperation  of  sen- 
ior members  of  the  Red  Cross  Volunteer 
Service  -who  transcribe  the  stories  and 
print  them  in  quantity  on  Braille 
presses.  The  paper  used  is  paid  for  from 
the  Junior  Red  Cross  National  Chil- 
dren's Fund  made  up  of  voluntary  con- 
tributions from  Junior  Red  Cross  mem- 
bers. The  covers  are  made  in  drawing 
classes  in  schools  enrolled  in  the  Junior 
Red  Cross. 

Approximately  5,000  of  these  stories 
are  distributed  each  year.  The  blind 
children  are  found  through  state  and 
city  schools  and  classes,  private  insti- 
tutions for  the  blind,  state  commissions, 
and  those  Red  Cross  Chapters  in  -which 
service  has  been  organized  for  the  blind 
in  the  local  community. 

Any  blind  child  who  can  read  Braille 
is  eligible  for  the  gift,  and  National  and 
Area  Headquarters  of  the  Red  Cross 
are  glad  to  learn  of  any  who  may  not 
be  reached  through  the  mediums  listed 
here. 

Other  phases  of  the  activity  include 
sending  brailled  greeting  cards  for  one 
or  more  holidays,  and  occasional  gifts  of 
stuffed,  or  jointed  wooden  toys,  doll 
furniture  and  similar  delights  of  child- 
hood. 

Blind  Service  Association,  Inc.  This 
Association  -was  organized  14  years  ago 
to  do  musical  work  for  blind  people. 
Incorporated  under  the  laws  of  Illinois, 
it  operates  as  a  non-sectarian,  non-profit 


organization  serving  the  blind  through- 
out the  United  States. 

The  "work  is  carried  on  by  17  officers, 
24  directors  and  the  cooperation  of  a 
large  number  of  organizations,  members 
and  friends.  It  started  by  serving  seven 
blind  people  and  it  now  has  23  differ- 
ent activities  for  its  hundreds  of  bene- 
ficiaries. 

Offices  are  maintained  at  185  North 
Wabash  Avenue,  Chicago,  and  no 
charge  is  made  for  any  assistance  given. 

The  membership  is  comprised  of  men 
and  women  who  feel  that  the  Associa- 
tion has  a  public  duty  to  perform:  to 
bring  happiness  out  of  despair;  and  to 
assist  the  blind  -wherever  and  -whenever 
it  can  be  done.  "We  do  not  support — 
-we  subsidize." 

Kansas  School  for  the  Blind.  On  June 
15,  (Mrs.)  M.  Edna  Clark  -was  ap- 
pointed superintendent  of  the  Kansas 
State  School  for  the  Blind.  Mrs.  Clark 
brings  with  her  a  Masters  Degree  in 
Education,  and  more  than  ten  years  of 
actual  teaching  and  executive  experi- 
ence, both  in  public  schools  and  in  con- 
tinuation schools,  working  with  adults. 

Mr.  Ralph  E.  Hinkel,  a  former 
teacher,  was  elected  to  the  principal- 
ship  to  fill  the  vacancy  made  by  the 
resignation  of  Mr.  W.  C.  Hoover,  -who 
had  been  the  principal  for  ten  years. 

For  the  last  eight  years  the  Kansas 
School  for  the  Blind  has  entered  pupils 
in  the  All-Kansas  High  School  Music 
Competition-Festival,  held  at  Emporia 
each  spring.  Here  the  pupils  compete 
with  sighted  pupils  from  high  schools 
all  over  the  state.  Each  year  the  blind 
pupils  have  -won  honor  ratings.  Last 
spring  two  highly  superior  and  two  su- 
perior ratings  were  received.  The  cor- 
net entry  placed  in  the  national  contest 
and  was  awarded  an  honor  rating. 

Ten  of  the  former  graduates  are  en- 


LIGHT 


tering    college   this   year   and   ten   new 
students  have  enrolled  in  the  grades. 

Division  of  the  Blind,  The  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts.  Chapter  397 
of  the  General  Laws  of  Massachusetts 
provides  that  the  renovating  of  all 
mattresses,  tuning  of  all  pianos  and  re- 
seating of  all  chairs  owned  by  the  Com- 
monwealth or  any  of  its  political  sub- 
divisions, must  be  done  under  the  su- 
pervision of  the  Division  of  the  Blind. 
Also  that  all  State,  County,  City  and 
Town  departments  must  purchase  from 
the  Division  of  the  Blind  such  supplies 
as  are  made  by  the  Division  and  used  in 
such  departments. 

Since  this  bill  has  been  put  into  opera- 
tion (July  3,  1935)  it  has  turned  many 
thousands  of  dollars  into  the  pockets  of 
the  blind  of  Massachusetts. 

Rancho  Los  Amigos,  Hondo,  Califor- 
nia. During  recent  years  a  number  of 
the  blind  patients  formerly  at  the 
Rancho  have  accepted  State  Aid,  homes 
on  the  outside  having  been  found  for 
them,  while  some  others  have  been  re- 
turned to  homes  of  relatives  and 
friends.  Of  those  remaining,  18  are 
totally  blind  and  70  partially  blind. 
Most  of  these  patients  are  either  physi- 
cally or  mentally  ill  to  a  degree  which 
makes  it  very  difficult  for  them  to  re- 
ceive a  great  amount  of  benefit  from 
educational  and  many  other  activities. 
The  type  of  care  given  patients  at  the 
Rancho  and  opportunities  for  them  gen- 
erally exceed  those  engaged  in  at  many 
other  places. 

The  Rancho  wards  are  in  a  setting  of 
beautifully  landscaped  lawns,  trees, 
shrubs,  and  flowers.  The  parks  are 
provided  with  benches  in  convenient 
locations.  Those  patients  who  are  phys- 
ically and  mentally  able  have  the  free- 
dom of  the  grounds;  and  by  the  use  of 
their  white  walking  canes,  may  easily 
go  a  short  distance  from  their  wards. 


Magazines  in  Braille  and  Moon  are 
circulated  and  Talking  Book  machine 
records  are  received  regularly  from  the 
Braille  Institute  Library  and  played  for 
the  patients  on  a  machine  donated  by 
one  of  the  women's  clubs  of  a  nearby 
city.  Many  of  the  blind  patients  have 
their  own  radios,  while  others  have  the 
use  of  the  Rancho  radio  address  system, 
and  all  infirmary  patients  are  supplied 
with  headphones. 

A  staff  of  7  resident  physicians  makes 
regular  visits  to  the  wards.  The  eye- 
sight of  blind  patients  is  sometimes  im- 
proved and  restored  by  operations 
■which  are  usually  provided  for  at  the 
Los  Angeles  County  Hospital. 

During  the  last  20  months  the  Na- 
tional Youth  Administration  has  sup- 
plied both  English  and  Spanish  speaking 
readers  for  the  blind  and  handicapped 
persons.  The  young  ladies  not  only 
read  but  discuss  matters  of  interest 
with  the  patients,  and  in  many  cases 
write  letters  for  them. 

The  average  age  of  all  patients  is  69 
years. 

New  Jersey  Commission  for  the  Blind. 
Announcement  has  been  made  of  the 
appointment  of  George  F.  Meyer  of  Min- 
neapolis, Minn.,  as  executive  director  of 
the  New  Jersey  Commission  for  the 
Blind.  Since  1922,  Mr.  Meyer  has  been 
supervisor  of  sight  saving  and  Braille 
for  the  Minneapolis  Board  of  Education. 

Florida  Association  of  Workers  for 
the  Blind.  W.  Keith  Phillips  was  elected 
president  at  the  annual  meeting  and  re- 
ported that  during  the  year  the  organi- 
zation has  carried  out  a  program  de- 
voted to  prevention  of  blindness,  edu- 
cation of  the  adult  blind  and  rehabili- 
tation for  the  blind.  Activities  of  the 
Miami  Lighthouse  for  the  Blind,  head- 
quarters for  the  Association,  were  re- 
ported by  Mrs.  Edith  M.  Hirst,  who  re- 
ported that  the  blind  have  been  taught 
varied  occupations  at  the  Lighthouse. 
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and  women  who  feel  that  the  Associa- 
tion has  a  public  duty  to  perform:  to 
bring  happiness  out  of  despair;  and  to 
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it  can  be  done.  "We  do  not  support — 
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actual  teaching  and  executive  experi- 
ence, both  in  public  schools  and  in  con- 
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perior ratings  were  received.  The  cor- 
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tion (July  3,  1935)  it  has  turned  many 
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on  the  outside  having  been  found  for 
them,  while  some  others  have  been  re- 
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tation for  the  blind.  Activities  of  the 
Miami  Lighthouse  for  the  Blind,  head- 
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Literary  Service 

While  emphasizing  in  this  issue  the 
benefits  of  the  radio,  let  us  not  forget 
the  blessings  which  the  blind  derive 
from  good  books  and  periodical  read- 
ing matter.  Of  the  latter,  the  Braille 
Institute  publishes  two  monthly  maga- 
zines at  non-profit  production  cost. 
One  of  these  is  printed  in  the  Braille 
system,  the  other  in  Moon  type — es- 
pecially designed  for  the  elderly  and 
infirm  blind  who  find  the  mastery  of 
Braille  difficult. 

In  addition,  let  it  not  be  forgotten 
that  we  maintain  a  free  lending  library, 
the  operating  cost  of  which  drains 
heavily  upon  our  limited  funds.  From 
this  library  the  blind  of  the  Pacific- 
Southwest  may  borrow  upwards  of 
5,000  volumes  of  literature  in  Braille 
and  Moon  types  without  charge  and 
postage  free.  These  books  and  maga- 
zines meet  the  need  of  many  blind  to 
whom  the  radio  is  silent  because  of 
deafness  or  defective  hearing. 
+ 

Seasonable  Gifts 

With  the  approach  of  the  Thanks- 
giving and  Christmas  season,  our 
thoughts  turn  to  giving  to  those  we 
love  and  those  less  fortunate  individ- 
uals who  are  always  dependent  upon 
someone  more  affluent  for  the  good 
things  of  life. 

Let  those  who  are  seeking  avenues 
for  their  benevolence  and  holiday  giv- 
ing remember  the  blind  who  yearn  for 


the  Bible  in  Braille. 

The  Braille  Bible  Society,  Inc.,  a 
non-profit,  non-sectarian  California  cor- 
poration, has  been  ministering  to  the 
spiritual  needs  of  the  blind  for  many 
years.  Through  this  activity  upwards 
of  15,000  volumes  of  the  King  James 
version  of  the  Bible  —  a  single  Bible 
forms  21  Braille  volumes  —  have  been 
given  to  the  blind  free  or  at  non-profit 
distribution  prices. 

The  Society  now  has  requests  on 
hand  for  more  than  three  thousand  vol- 
umes of  the  Scriptures  from  blind  indi- 
viduals and  institutions  for  the  blind 
which  it  cannot  fill  for  lack  of  funds. 

The  directors  of  the  Braille  Bible  So- 
iety  are  hopeful  that  sufficient  funds 
will  be  forthcoming  to  enable  them  to 
send  Bible  volumes  to  those  whose  re- 
quests they  have  been  unable  to  fill. 
These  blind  recipients  will  in  this  way 
experience  the  joys  of  the  holiday  sea- 
son for  many  days  to  come  through 
the  possession  of  the  Bible  in  Braille 
which  they  can  read  for  themselves. 
+ 

Programs 

With  the  opening  of  the  1937-38 
club  season,  there  has  been  an  in- 
creased call  for  Braille  programs. 

During  the  last  several  months,  Mary 
Cook  Cowerd,  blind  lyric  soprano  and 
the  Institute's  ambassador  of  good  will, 
has  been  appearing  before  women's 
clubs,  civic  and  service  groups  and 
making  many  new  friends  for  the 
Braille  Institute. 

At  the  larger  groups,  where  time  per- 
mits, a  speaker  is  also  furnished;  how- 
ever, Miss  Cowerd's  programs,  consist- 
ing of  a  few  musical  numbers  and  in- 
formal remarks  on  the  work  of  the  In- 
stitute— and  in  many  cases  a  demon- 
stration of  the  Braille  Institute  Porta- 
ble Braille  Typewriter — have  been  en- 
thusiastically received  and  many  are 
hearing  for  the  first  time  of  the  work 
being  done  in  behalf  of  the  blind 
through  the  activities  of  the  Braille  In- 
stitute of  America,  Inc. 
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A  FEW  DONTS  TO  DO 


A  FEW  of  these  DON'TS,  though  in 
modified  form,  appeared  some 
years  ago  in  the  London  Beacon, 
and  for  a  few  suggestions  used  in 
those  we  have  added,  we  are  indebted 
to  Mr.  Walter  G.  Holmes,  editor  of 
"The  Matilda  Ziegler  Magazine  for  the 
Blind,"  Monsey,  New  York.  But  for 
the  most  part  they  are  the  outgrowth 
of  the  editor's  observation  and  experi- 
ence after  twenty-five  years  of  physical 
blindness. 

Don't  treat  the  blind  as  though  they 
were  abnormal  specimens  of  humanity. 
Never  talk  to  a  blind  man  as  though  he 
were  deaf.  The  fact  that  he  is  blind  is 
no  indication  that  he  cannot  hear. 
Never  credit  him  with  a  child's  mental- 
ity by  addressing  him  through  a  third 
person. 

Don't  refer  to  blindness  as  an  afflic- 
tion; it  is  only  a  handicap.  Never  ex- 
press sympathy  for  a  blind  person  in 
his  presence. 

Don't  try  to  "carry"  a  blind  person 
when  he  is  entering  a  trolley  car  or  a 
train,  crossing  the  street,  or  mounting 
the  stairs.  He  needs  only  to  have  his 
hand  placed  on  the  handle  or  rail. 
When  assisting  him  to  a  seat,  simply 
guide  his  hand  to  the  chair;  this  gives 
him  its  location,  and  he  needs  no  fur- 
ther assistance. 

Don't  angle  when  piloting  him  across 
the  street ;  walk  straight  across,  if  pos- 
sible. Otherwise,  you  may  upset  his 
reckoning  and  cause  him  to  stumble 
when  reaching  the  curb.  Never  push  a 
blind  person  ahead  of  you.  Let  him 
take  hold  of  your  arm;  the  movement 
of  your  body  will  inform  him  what  to 
expect. 

Don't  think  that  a  blind  guest  is  a 
serious  responsibility ;  that  he  will  need 
someone  to  dress,  bib,  and  feed  him. 
To  show  him  the  electric  light  switch 
or  looking  glass  is,  of  course,  superflu- 
ous, though  it  is  well  for  blind  persons 


to  learn  where  the  electric  light 
switches  are  located,  in  the  home  or 
office,  so  that  they  can  light  the  way 
for  guests. 

Don't  ascertain  if  a  blind  man  takes 
sugar  in  his  tea  by  inquiring  of  his 
companion;  his  own  mentality  is  usu- 
ally capable  of  enlightening  you.  A 
blind  man  once  said,  with  a  good  deal 
of  zest,  that  nothing  annoyed  him  more 
than  to  have  his  hostess  ask  of  his 
daughter,  "Does  your  father  take  sugar 
in  his  tea?" 

Don't  make  unusual  revision  in  con- 
versation to  avoid  using  the  word  "see" 
by  substituting  the  word  "hear"  or 
"heard."  Use  the  word  "blind"  with- 
out hesitation  if  you  are  discussing 
blindness  with  persons  so  handicapped, 
but  don't  substitute  this  topic  for  the 
weather. 

Don't  fail  to  speak,  if  only  a  word, 
on  entering  a  room  in  which  there  is  a 
blind  person;  it  announces  your  pres- 
ence and  helps  him  to  identify  you. 
Never  fail  to  shake  hands  when  meet- 
ing or  leaving  a  blind  friend,  for  a 
handshake  is  as  expressive  as  the  face 
and  is  the  substitute  to  the  blind  for 
the  smile  of  friendship.  Always  intro- 
duce a  blind  person  to  all  in  the  room, 
or  if  he  already  knows  them,  tell  him 
just  who  is  present. 

Don't  embarrass  a  blind  friend  when 
meeting  him  by  insisting  that  he  iden- 
tify you  by  your  voice.  If  he  is  well 
acquainted  with  you  he  will  do  this 
spontaneously  without  being  asked.  If 
occasionally  he  does  not,  when  first 
you  speak,  the  reason  may  be  due  to 
noise  which  prevents  him  from  hearing 
you  distinctly,  or  he  may  be  so  deeply 
absorbed  in  thought  as  not  to  recog- 
nize your  voice  until  you  have  spoken 
further.  Doubtless  you  have  passed  up 
your  friends  occasionally  on  this  ac- 
count. There  is  nothing  that  humili- 
(Continued  on  Page  16) 
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JUST  HUMAN  BEINGS  AFTER  ALL 

The  average  blind  person  you  meet  is  constituted  very  much  the  same 

as  you.      His  tastes,   ambitions   and   desires   are   closely   akin   to   yours. 

The    only    difference    is — he    sees    through    the    fingers,    -while    you    see 

through  the  eyes. 


TWO  HUNDRED  ex-service  men 
from  St.  Dunstan's  for  Blinded  Sol- 
diers, Sailors  and  Airmen,  took 
their  places  with  others  who  marched 
past  the  King  and  Queen  of  England 
on  June  27  at  the  King's  Review  of  Ex- 
Service  Men  in  Hyde  Park,  London. 

They  marched  in  column  of  twenties 
and  their  line  was  straight;  they  were 
in  step  and  their  "eyes  right"  was  as 
good  as  you  could  wish. 

These  men  might  have  gone  into  a 
special  enclosure  reserved  for  disabled 
men,  but  they  preferred  to  do  their 
drill  and  take  the  more  active  and 
normal  part  in  the  proceedings.  They 
did  a  good  job  and  received  a  mighty 
ovation  from  the  crowd. 
*     &     * 

At  the  Newhouse  Galleries  in  New 
York,  visitors  recently  admired  an  ar- 
ray of  deftly  twisted  wire  figures  by 
the  blind  Viennese  sculptor,  Berthold 
Ordner   (Light,   Nov.-Dec.    1932). 

The  48-year-old  blind 
artist  takes  about  150 
hours  to  make  one  of 
his  figures  and  sells 
them  for  prices  ranging 
from  $15  to  $150.  Mu- 
seums in  London,  Ber- 
lin and  Vienna  and  the 
United  States  have 
bought  the  little  sculp- 
tures in  iron,  brass  and 
copper  wire,  none  of 
them  more  than  18 
inches  high. 

%        ^        :fc 

Inventions  of  the  late 
Senator  Guglielmo 
Marconi  gave  the  eyes 
of  the  world  to  the 
blind  through  radio.   In 


San  Francisco  recently,  blind  workers 
at  "Blindcraft"  showed  their  apprecia- 
tion in  a  touching  tribute  to  the  in- 
ventor of  wireless  and  made  a  dona- 
tion that  should  live  forever  in  the 
statue  that  will  be  erected  to  commem- 
orate him. 

^  ^  ^ 

Braille,  the  international  language  of 
the  blind,  is  assisting  justice  in  Illinois. 
The  new  Chief  Justice  of  the  State  Su- 
preme Court,  Hon.  Paul  Farthing,  is 
sightless.  He  takes  notes  in  Braille  by 
punching  holes  in  his  desk  blotter. 

SJS  %  !fc 

Using  Braille  scripts,  a  group  of 
blind  actors  and  actresses  recently  pre- 
sented their  first  radio  play  over  Sta- 
tion WLS.  The  players  are  members 
of  the  Braille  Theater  Guild  of  Chi- 
cago, the  only  organization  of  sightless 
men  and  women  actors  in  the  country, 
although  there  is  such  a  group  of 
women  only  in  New  York,  called  "The 
Lighthouse  Players." 


— Braille    Institute    Photo. 
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An  Appealing  Novel 

Because  of  its  unaffected  style,  its 
simple,  appealingly  Irish  phrases,  its 
happy  ending,  and  its  touching  por- 
trayal of  a  fine  relationship,  THE 
KIND  COMPANION  by  Dorothy 
Large  makes  an  ideal  volume  for  read- 
ing to  the  blind.  Originally  published 
in  Ireland,  this  charming  story  has  be- 
come so  famous  that  an  American  edi- 
tion has  just  been  published  by  Fred- 
erick A.  Stokes  Company. 

It  will  surely  find  a  place  in  the 
hearts  of  Americans,  young  and  old, 
with  and  without  sight;  and  if  there's 
a  child  you  might  call  "avic",  the  Irish 
term  of  endearment  which  blind  Marty 
reserves  for  his  little  "wheaten"  ter- 
rier, Tim,  this  book  would  be  a  joy 
to  him. 

Tim  loved  to  range  the  countryside 
and  chase  rabbits  and  water  rats  and 


romp  with  other  dogs.  He  was  only  a 
puppy  when  he  became  Marty  Flynn's 
dog.  Then  his  master  lost  his  sight, 
and  Tim  had  to  learn  to  be  a  blind 
man's  dog.  Soon  people  throughout 
the  hilly  country  came  to  know  and 
look  out  for  the  blind  man  and  his 
"kind  companion."  The  story  of  their 
travels  and  their  mutual  trust  finds  a 
stirring  climax  in  the  hut  of  the  "moun- 
tainy"  woman,  where  Tim  lies  near 
unto  death. 

THE  KIND  COMPANION  by  Dorothy 
Large.    Illustrated.     F.  A.  Stokes  Co.   $1.50. 

Business  and  Professional  Blind 

VIOLIN  MAKER 

CHARLES  H.   BAKER,  Res.:   630  South  "E"  St. 
(rear),  Tulare,  Calif.,  P.  O.  Address  Tulare,  Box  872. 

PIANO  TUNER 

WILLIAM  L.  CURRIE,  402S  South  Brighton  Ave., 
Los  Angeles,  Phone  UNiversity  1115. 


BRAILLE  BIBLE  SOCIETY,  Inc. 


BOARD    OF    DIRECTORS 

Herman  O.  Meyer,  President 

Mrs.  Henry  M.  Willis,  Vice-President 

John  W.  Tapley,  Secretary 

Otto  A.  Gerth,  Treasurer 

J.  Robert  Atkinson,  Manager 

Mrs.  Gertrude  W.  Foster 

Mrs.  Dorsey  M.  McBride 


Organized  in  192  5.  Incorporated  1927  to  extend  the  work  of 
the  Revised  Braille  Bible  Fund,  established  in  1919  for  the  pur- 
pose of  printing  and  distributing  the  King  James  version  of  the 
Bible  in  Braille,  Grade  One  and  a  Half,  for  the  use  of  the  blind, 
on  a  non-profit,  non-sectarian  basis. 

CONTRIBUTIONS  SOLICITED 

Office 

719  North  Vermont  Avenue 

Los  Angeles,  California 
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Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc. 


BOARD    OF   TRUSTEES 

Robert   A.    Odell,    President 

J.    Robert    Atkinson,    Vice-President    and    Manager 

W.  H.  Kindig,  Secretary 

Arthur   L.    Sonderegger,    Treasurer 


P.  A.   Be-Hannesey 
Hon.   Frank  C.   Collier 


Cecil  L.  Whitehead 
Dr.  R.  W.  Whomes 


THE  Braille  Institute  of  America, 
Inc.,  was  chartered  under  the  laws 
of  the  State  of  California  on  the 
100th  anniversary  of  the  Braille  sys- 
tem of  printing  for  the  blind,  as  a 
memorial  to  Louis  Braille,  of  France, 
(1806-1852),  who  made  it  possible  for 
the  blind  to  write  as  well  as  read. 

This  explains  the  prominence  given 
to  the  word  Braille  in  the  Institute's 
name,  and  the  practical  omission  there- 
from of  any  word  which  has  a  direct 
bearing  on  welfare  work  for  the  blind. 

The  Institute  is  a  national  non-profit 
agency  devoted  to  the  social,  industrial 
and  literary  advancement  of  the  blind, 
with  headquarters  at  741  North  Ver- 
mont Avenue,  Los  Angeles,  California. 

It  was  established  to  acquire  the 
assets  and  activities  of  the  Universal 
Braille  Press,  founded  in  1919  by  J. 
Robert  Atkinson,  with  the  assistance 
of  philanthropic  friends. 

Governed  by  a  board  of  trustees 
elected  annually  by  the  members,  and 
established  to  receive  and  expend  gifts 
and  endowments  for  the  welfare  of  the 
blind,  it  ranks  among  the  nation's  lead- 
ing institutions  in  the  field  of  philan- 
thropy, thereby  affording  an  outlet  for 
the  benevolence  of  all  who  wish  to  help 
those  handicapped  by  physical  blind- 
ness. 

The  nation's  blind  population  is  esti- 
mated at  120,000,  of  whom  90  per  cent 
lost  their  sight  after  reaching  maturity. 
To  the  latter,  the  doors  of  tax-sup- 
ported schools  for  the  education  of  the 
youthful  blind  are  closed. 


Blind  adults  everywhere  are  appeal- 
ing to  the  Braille  Institute  for  help  and 
counsel.  They  recognize  in  the  Insti- 
tute, founded  by  a  blind  man,  a  bond  of 
sympathy  and  leadership  on  which  to 
anchor  hope. 

The  Braille  Institute  of  America's 
activities  include: 

1)  A  bureau  of  business  placement 
and  guidance  to  enlarge  the  economic 
opportunities  of  the  employable  blind 
by  assisting  them  in  their  endeavor 
towards  self-support: 

2)  A  bureau  of  social  welfare  to  as- 
sist financially  the  unemployable  blind 
and  to  improve  their  social  conditions 
generally ; 

3)  A  home  teaching  department  for 
free  instruction  in  reading  and  writing 
raised  print,  typewriting  and  lessons  in 
self-reliance ; 

4)  A  free  lending  library  for  the 
blind — one  of  the  28  regional  libraries 
which  distributes  literature  published 
by  the  United  States  government  and 
supplied  through  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress ; 

5)  Sponsorship  of  books  and  maga- 
zines printed  in  Braille  and  Moon 
types  on  a  non-profit  basis,  and  free  to 
the  blind  unable  to  pay. 

The  Institute  is  now  publishing  two 
monthly  magazines  as  follows:  "The 
Braille  Mirror"  established  in  July 
1926,  combined  with  "March  of 
Events"  in  June  1937,  containing  a 
panorama  of  world  affairs,  printed  in 
Braille;  and  "New  Moon,"  printed  in 
Moon  type,  containing  a  digest  of  cur- 
rent events. 

The  Institute's  activities  are  sus- 
tained through  voluntary  contributions, 
endowments,  and  the  sale  of  member- 
ships, as  follows :  Participating  mem- 
ber, $3  per  annum;  Patron  member,  $5 
per  annum;  Supporting  member,  $10 
per  annum ;  Contributing  member,  $25 
per  annum;  Associate  member,  $50  per 
annum;  Sustaining  member,  $100  per 
annum;  Life  member,  $1,000. 
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FORM  OF  BEQUEST 
I  give,  devise  and  bequeath  to  the  Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc.,  of  Los 
Angeles,  California 

(Insert  description  of  money  or  property  given) 

for  the  general  uses  and  purposes  of  the  corporation. 


FORM  OF  CODICIL  TO  WILL 

When  a  will  has  been  made  and  it  is  afterwards  desired  to  make  a  gift  or 
bequest  to  the  Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc.,  it  will  be  sufficient  if  the  form 
below  is  filled  in,  and  signed  by  the  testator  in  the  presence  of  two  witnesses, 
who  also,  at  the  request  of  the  testator,  sign  as  witnesses  in  the  presence  of  the 
testator  and  in  the  presence  of  each  other.  This  codicil  should  then  be  carefully 
attached  to  the  existing  will. 

CODICIL 

THIS  IS  A  CODICIL  to  the  last  Will  and  Testament  of 


,  dated 

(Name  in  Full)  (Date  of  Will) 

I  give,  devise  and  bequeath  to  the  Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc.,  of 
Los  Angeles,  California,  for  the  general  purposes  of  the  corporation,  the  sum  of 

(or  a  description  of 

any  property,  real  or  personal.) 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  this day  of 

19 


(Signature  of  Testator) 

Signed  by  the  testatr;x  as  and  for  a  Codicil  to  her  last  Will  dated. 


.in  the  presence  of  us,  both  present  at  the  same 


(Date  of  Will) 

time,  who  at    her   request  and  in    her      presence,  and  in  the  presence  of  each 
other,  have  hereunto  set  our  names  as  witnesses. 

residing  at 

residing  at 
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A  TIMELY  ISSUE 
(Continued  from  Page  7) 

when  he  said,  "It  is  not  so  wretched  to 
be  blind  as  it  is  not  to  be  able  to 
endure  blindness." 

Let's  help  the  blind  constructively. 
Let's  help  them  get  what  they  actually 
need  —  yes,  dogs  when  they  need 
them;  but  let's  watch  that  we  fully  and 
carefully  consider  all  phases  of  the 
plan  before  we  let  our  sentiment  and 
love  for  these  faithful  animals  influence 
us  unduly.  In  so  doing,  dog  lovers 
who  are  importuned  to  assist  the  move- 
ment will  be  ever  mindful  of  the  hu- 
mane aspects. 


A  FEW  DON'TS  TO  DO 

(Continued  from  Page  11) 

ates  or  annoys  a  blind  person  more 
than  the  suspense  arising  when  he 
meets  a  friend  who  insists  upon  being 
recognized  by  his  voice,  sometimes 
saying,  childishly,  "Now  don't  tell  me 
you  have  forgotten  my  voice."  When 
realizing  that  the  blind  person  has  not 
recognized  you  it  will  relieve  the  situa- 
tion if  you  will  quietly  announce  your 
name. 

Don't  exclaim,  "Wonderful!"  or 
"Marvelous!"  simply  because  a  blind 
man  can  do  quite  usual  things,  such  as 
telling  the  time  by  consulting  his 
watch.  Nor  is  every  blind  man  you 
meet  a  musician  or  a  piano-tuner.  They 
can  do  other  things  as  well. 

Don't  talk  of  a  sixth  sense  or  a  prov- 
idential compensation  and  so  perpetu- 
ate an  obstinate  delusion.  The  extraor- 
dinary talent  is  often  merely  the  devel- 
opment of  latent  mental  resources. 

Don't  limit  your  knowledge  of  and 
interest  in  the  blind  generally  to  the 
street  mendicant,  who  is  sometimes  a 
social  parasite  from  choice. 

Don't  be  patronizing  with  the  blind. 
Always  be  natural.  Remember  the 
blind  person  you  meet  is  constituted 
much  the  same  as  you.     Ten  chances 


to  one  he  lost  his  sight  after  reaching 
maturity. 

Don't  leave  a  door  ajar  in  the  home 
or  office  where  there  is  a  blind  person. 
Always  keep  it  closed  or  flung  wide 
open,  flush  against  the  wall.  A  half- 
opened  door  is  the  most  dangerous  ob- 
stacle blind  people  encounter.  You, 
with  normal  eyesight,  who  have  col- 
lided with  an  opened  door  in  the  dark 
fairly  cracking  the  cranium,  can  appre- 
ciate fully  this  admonition.  And  re- 
member never  to  leave  any  unusual 
object  in  a  passage-way  or  other  place 
where  blind  people  are  in  the  habit  of 
walking. 

Don't  slam  shut  the  door  of  an  auto- 
mobile wherein  is  a  blind  passenger 
without  making  sure  that  his  hands 
are  out  of  the  way.  His  fingers  are  his 
stock  in  trade,  and  a  danger  besets  him 
here  unless  caution  is  practiced. 

Don't  cause  the  approaching  blind 
pedestrian  to  give  you  the  right-of- 
way.  Remember,  every  time  you  cause 
a  blind  person  to  vary  from  his  gen- 
eral course,  to  get  out  of  your  way, 
you  cause  him  to  lose  his  bearing.  Fig- 
uratively, this  sets  him  on  the  high 
seas  without  a  compass. 

Don't  speak  quickly  to  the  blind  per- 
son on  the  street  or  in  the  room  with- 
out first  giving  him  some  indication  of 
your  presence  if  possible.  Sometimes 
this  startles  him  out  of  his  senses,  as 
when  someone  shouts  at  you  whose 
presence  you  are  not  aware  of. 

In  the  degree  that  these  few  "don'ts" 
are  understood  and  practiced  by  the 
sighted  public,  will  many  stones  and 
pitfalls  be  removed  from  the  pathway 
of  the  blind. 


Harry  W.  Brintnall  Co, 

Printing  and  Bookbinding 
Machinery  and  Supplies 


418  Boyd  St. 
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OUR  MAGAZINES 


THE  BRAILLE  MIRROR  —  a  monthly  magazine- 
established  July  1926  —  combined  with  MARCH 
OF  EVENTS,  June  1937.  Publishing  cost  1936, 
$7.08. 

Contains  a  panorama  of  world  news,  the 
latest  political  events,  humor,  an  open 
forum  section,  news  notes  and  an  occa- 
sional short  story. 

NEW  MOON  —  a  monthly  magazine  in  Moon  type — 
the  first  of  its  kind  to  be  printed  in  America. 
Especially  designed  for  the  use  of  the  elderly  and 
infirm  blind.    Publishing  cost  1936,  $14.88. 

Contains  current  matter  of  world-wide  in- 
terest, articles  on  politics  and  economics, 
humor,  news  notes  and  an  occasional 
short  story. 


LIGHT  readers  are  invited  to  underwrite  yearly  sub- 
scriptions for  these  magazines  to  be  sent  free  to 
blind  readers  who  cannot  pay  any  portion  of  the 
production  cost. 


I 


1/18/2013 


00   Q_ 

ID 
O 

oc 
o 


